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PREFACE 


The Government of India in 1955, formulated a national 
scheme for revision and writing of District Gazetteers and 
requested all State Governments to implement it. The Govern- 
ment of Orissa accepted the schemein 1957-58 and set up the 
organisation under fate Nilamani Senapati, 1I.C.S., as the Chief 
Editor who continued as such till his sad demise in 1984. 
During his lifetime 9 District Gazetteers had been published. 
Kendujhar District Gazetteer was published under my Chief 
Editorship in May 1986. Ganjam and_ Baleshwar District 
Gazetteers were awaiting publication in the Government Press 
since June 1989 and July 1991, respectively. The present 
District Gazetteer isthe 13th and the last inthe series of Orissa 
District Gazetteers. 


The first District Gazetteer of Cuttack was written by L.S.S.O° 
Malley and published in 1906. It was revised by E.R. J. R.z 
Cousins in 1933 asthe original became out-of-date and out of 
print. While preparing it he had departed from the original only 
where necessary. Since then, significant political, social, cultu- 
ral, economic and administrative changes have taken place inthe 
Country as also in the district. In the context of these far- 
reaching changes, the present series of District Gazetteers written 
under a uniform pattern throughout the Country are not mere 
revision of old Gazetteers but a veritable handbook of the 
district in particular and the country at large. The present 
gazetteer reflects a complete picture of the district and its people 
in all its aspects which will be useful to a wide range of readers 
such as research scholars, administrators, politicians, social 
scientists and more importantly the intelligent men in oe street. 
Historically, culturally, politically, socially and economically the 
district is one of the most advanced and demographically ue 
most populous district in the State. Historically, its ee 

. ‘ ; when primitive 
goes back to the hoary past of prehistoric age 


j s, the 
man {eft his evidencein the rock-art of Nara}. Nevertheles 


| ietrict i istoric 
discovery of lithic tools has placed the districtin the prehisto 
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map of India. The exuberant archaeological remains of the 
district are quite fascinating to study the human relationship and 
culture. The innumerable edifices, temples, monuments and 
forts and their scattered ruins stand as the dumb and mute 
witnass ofa forag past to indicate the history of many glorious 
epochs. They come down as some of the specimens of an old 
and endurable culture. Politically the district wes a pert of 
Kalinga empire in ancient time and wes the seat of edministration 
from Bhaumakara period to the early half ofthe 20th century A.D. 
The spread of western education, emergence of the press, improve- 
ment of communication and spirit of democratic wayof life had 
all contributed toa new awakening in Orissa and Cutteck tooka 

leading roleinall those flelds. The cali for unificeticn cf Orissa 
with Oriya-speaking tracts, merger of feudatory States, the 

growth of national consciousness and the upheaval of freedom 

movement in Orissa were al! spearheaded from here. 


Socially the joyous festival of Raja, the pompous obser- 
vance of Dasahara and Dola, the festiva! of youth cult ‘Kumarot- 
sava’, the Sali Jatra raveatirg the crest Merk whieh Seth. Baa: 
Asia and the performance of Jatras and Palas for aesthetic 
pleasure are some of the veritable scalars for social amity. 
Economically the district is rich im agriculture, industry, tace and 
commerce. 


In the field of literature, Sarala Das’s writings were handed 
down to posterity through palm-leef maruscrints, perticulerly the 
Oriya Mahabharata, his magnum opus, can ever now be traced 
in all parts of Orissa, indicating the great popularity and sanctity 
In which they are held. Although many poets preceded Sarala 
Das, he is generally recognised as the maker of Oriya literature. 
He was born and lived in village Karakevati Patra near 
Jhankad, 


Madhusudan Das, the first Oriya graduatein Arts and Law, 
the first Oriya Advocate, the first Ortya Member of the then 
Vice-regal Council, the first Oriya to be a Minister and the first 
Indian Minister to resign office over the ethics of democracy, was 
not only the very maker of modern Orissa but also a great 
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indian and a great humanitarian by any standard. And in 
Kke2aing with tha age-old tradition of catholicity of the Oriya 
People, this builder of modern Orissa and uncrowned king of 
Oriyas for nearly half-a-century, has passedinto the mind of 
Oriyas like a madieval legend. He was bornin village Satya- 
bhamapur of this district. 


With the merger of the feudatory States in Orissa in 1948, 
Som3 more areas were added to the old district of Cuttack. 
These ex-States were Athagarh, Badamba, Narasinghapur and Tigiria. 
Their history, economics and cultural efflorescence have also 
been made use of in this volume. 


The preparation of this gazetteer commenced from the year 
1986 and materials had tobe collected from different sources 
including voluntary agencies, non-officials, archives, officers 
and offices of the State Government Concerned, Heads of Depart- 
ments and district level officers who were to be approached 
and contacted several times for a_ satisfactory response. The 
information/statistics furnished by them had to. be _ shifted 
maticulously to ensure their reliability and correctness and frequent 
references had to be made for their reconciliation. It became 
particularly difficult as various offices/agencies were Connected 
for implementation/administration of the same subjectinthe district. 
| was anxious to Complete compilation/drafting of the gazetteer 
of this most important district quickly as my tenure as Chief 
Editor was fast approaching bythe end of December 1992, 
and | am happytorecord that the same was done in time amidst 
innumerable difficulties and the drafts of all the 19 chapters of the 
gazetteer were circulated among the members of the Working 
Committee by August-October 1992. 

In view of the importance attached to the gazetteers, a 
Working Committee and an Advisory Committee have been 
constituted by the Revenue & Excise Department to go through 
the draft chapters in meticulous detail. The Working Committee 
consists of the following members: 


Member, Board of Revenue, Orissa Chairman 


Secretary, Revenue & Excise Department, Member 
Government of Orissa 
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Chief Editor, Gazetters, Orissa ? Member 


Dr. Nataber Sementray, Retired Professor of Member 
Oriya, Samantarapur, Bhubeneshwar . 


Shri Gobind Chandra Udgata, Gcpalmal, Sembalpur Member 
State Editor, Gazetteers, Orissa Secretary 


After scrutiny and approval by the Gazetteers Working 
Committee. the draft chapters after revision are sent to Gazetteers 
Advisory Committee for final approval and printing. The Advisory 
Committee comprises the follcwing members: 


Chief Secretary, Government of Orissa Chairman 
Member, Board of Revenue, Orissa Member 
Additional Chief Secretary, Government o1 Orissa Member 


Additional Development Commissioner, Govern- Member 
ment of Orissa 


Secretary, Revenue & Excise Department, Govern- Member 
ment of Orissa 


Chief Editor, Gazetteers, Orissa Member 


Dr. Karuna Sagar Behera, Professor of History, Member 
Utkel University, Vani Vihar, Bhubaneshwar 


Dr.Nataber Sementray, Retied Professor cf Oriya Member 
Shri Gobind Chandra Udgata {Member 
State Editor, Gazetteers, Orissa Secretary 


The Working Committee met on the 23rd December, 1992 which 
was attended by ShriR. N. Mishra,I. 4. S., Collector, Cuttack and 
Shri B. K. Pattnaik,1. A. 8., Revenue Divisional Commissioner, Central 
Division, Cuttack on special invitation who actively participated 
in the discussion. Discussions took place chapter by chapter 
and the Committee with the participation of Collector and 
Commissioner made some useful suggestions for inclusion in 
some chapters Of the gazetteer. My thanks and gratitude are 
due to them. An extract of the decision of the said Committee 
regarding the quality of preparation of this gazetteer is given 
below! | 


“The Committee were happy to record their appreciation 
for the enormous pains and efforts taken for the 
collection/compilation of such massive data and 
their orderly presentation in the gazetteer in a 
lucid and analytical manner which will be of great 
help to scholars, researchers and administrators at 
all levels and aiso to the public in general.” 
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To give the readers an_ idea of the physical aspect of the 
district, important places, the river system and the network of 
embankments, a map prepared by the Directorate of Survey 
and Map Publication, Orissa, Cuttack has been given at the 
end of this volume, In the case of place names the system 
followed by the Survey of India, New Dethi and the Director 
of Land Records and Survey under the Board of Revenue has 
been adopted. The photographs were supplied by different 
organisations, | am_ thankful to them. [| am_ thankful to 
Dr. B. N. Sinha, who was in charge of the excavation 
of Barabati fort at Cuttack for his giving a_ detailed 
report on the excavation which is appended as Appendix | to 
the Chapter XIX (Places of Interest) of this gazetteer. [ am also 
thankful to Dr. G. C. Chauley, Superintending Archaeologist, 
Bhubaneshwar Circle, Archaeological Suivey of India who has 
given detailed information on the recent findings in the Buddhist 
site at Lalitagiri which has been made use of in this volume. 
My thanks are also due to Dr. Karuna Sagar Behera, who has 
written Chapter II (History) of this gazetteer except the portion 
on the feudatory States. 


| thank the local officers of different Ministries of Govern- 
ment of India, the Departments and the Heads of the Deprtments 
of Government of Orissa, various branches of Cuttack district 
administration particularly the Collector, Cuttack and a host of 
non-official persons and organisaticns who have co-cperated with 
us in preparing this fascinating gazetteer. 


The following staff of the Revenue (Gazetteers) Department 
have worked whole-heartedly and ungrudgingly in the preparation 
of this volume: Shri Basanta Kumar Das, Joint State Editor (he has 
since retired on the 30th November, 1992); Shri Gour Prasad 
Patnaik, Research Officer (Joint State Editor since the 1st 
December, 1992); Shri Prafulla Behera, Oriya Translator; Compilers; 
ShriRamakanta Mishra, Shrimati Bijoylaxmi Praharaj, Srimati Uma- 
moni Senapati, Shri Chittaranjan Das, Shri Bidyadhar Palai, Shri 
Subodh Chandra Mohapatra and Shri Subrat Kuanr, Shri Sarat 
Chandra Mohapatra, Section Officer; Assistent to Oriya Translator 
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Shri Rabindra Kumar Swain; Shri Durga Charan Mohapatra and 
Shri Braja Kishore Parida, Senior Assistants, Shri Satyananda 
Mohapatra, Head Typist; Senior Typists: Shri Akshya Kumar Barik 
and Shri Haribandhu Ghadei, Junior Typists: Miss Binapani 
Bose, Shri Pinaki Satpathy and Shri Dwarikanath Maharanay, 
Shri Sudarsan Sahu, Diarist-cum-Recorder, Shri Lakshmidhar 
Patnaik, Driver and all Class IV employees of this office have also 
rendered ungrudging assistance in their official capacity in the 
preparation of this gazetteer. [am thankful to allof them. 


BHUBANESHWAR NRUSINHA CHARAN BEHURIA 
30th December, 1992 CHIEF EDITOR 
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SUPPLEMENTARY PREFACE 


After demitting office of the Chief Editor on 31st December, 
1992, | re-joined as such on 12th November, 1993. Baleshwar 
District Gazetteer which waspending publication in Government 
Press since July 1991 was published in July 1994. The useful 
Suggestions given by the members of the Working Committee 
were duly incorporated in the relevant chapters of Cuttack 
gazetteer excepting a few and the chapters as revised were 
circulated among members of the Advisory Committee for their 
comments and the same were also sent simultaneously to Govern- 
ment Press for printing. The Advisory Committee met on 9th 
March, 1994 and after a thorough discussion approved all the 
19 chapters of the gazetteer as circulated among the members 
with the observation that the missing information on sérigus 
baw and order situation and status-wise details of lands shouid 
be incorporated at the proof-reading stage, if and when received, 
Inspite of best efforts and constant contact with the appropriate 
authorities of Police Department, the informaticn recarding sericus 
.aw and ofder situation in the district up to 1992 could rot be 
procured, but information on status-wise details of fends ir the 
district was made available and hence this hes becn incofpocrated 
In the appropriate chapter x{-Revenue Administreticn in greet 
detail during the proof-readirg stege. Scme other mcjcr events 
of great public importance like constitutional znd statutory cherge 
effectedin theintervenjng period regarding Local Self-Government 
and Panchayati Raj Administration have also been incoipotatec 
tn the chapter XIV-Local Self-Government et the preof-ree cing 
stage. Another sorrowful event of much public importance, 
namely the unprecedented flood of 1994 has also been 
Incorporated in great detail in Appendix Il of chapter IV- 
Agriculture and [rrigation at the proof-reading stege te retain 
its memory on a permanent basis, 


In the meantime, Cuttack district has been divided into 
four districts) namely Cuttack with subdivisions of Cuttack, 
Athagarh and Banki and three single subdivision districts Jajpur, 
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Kendraparha and Jagatsinghapur in Revenue and Excise Deptt, 


Notification Nos, 214 and 215, dated 27th March, 1993 w.e.f. 
1st day of April, 1993. This gazetteer is for the undivided 
district of Cuttack, Government have since ordered preparation/ 
compilation of gazetteers of the newly formed districts which 
will be done in due _ course, 


Our thanks are also due to the Director (General), Director 
(Technical), Deputy Directors, Assistant Directors and the staff 
of th Orissa Government Press, Cuttack for extending their 
ungrudging help and co-operation in the early publication of 
this gazetteer, 


BHU BANESHWAR NRUSINHA CHARAN BEHURIA 
11th September, 1996 CHIEF EDITOR 
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CHAPTER I 


GENERAL 
INTRODUCING THE DISTRICT 


Origin of the name of the district 


The district of Cuttack is named after the principal town as well as 
the headquarters of the district of the same name. The word ‘Cuttack’ 
is an anglicised form of the Sanskrit word KATAKA that assumes seven 
different meanings out of which the two, namely, firstly, the ‘military camp’ 
and secondly, the fort of capital or the seat of the Government protected 
by the army, find applicable in this context. 


Cuttack, which is one of the oldest cities of India and the capital city 
of Orissa for almost nine centuries was built as a military cantonment in 
989 A. D. by the king Nrupa Keshari as stated by the distinguished histo- 
rian Stirling. He based his opinion upon the Madalapanji, a chronicle 
of the Lord Jagannath Temple of Puri. The city, however, attended glory 
early in the 12th century as the capital of Imperial Gangas whose empire 
stretched from the river Ganges in the north to the river Godavari in the 
south. This capital town continued to prosper during the rule of the succes- 
sive dynasties, except for a brief period of unrest when in mid-fourteenth 
century Firoz Shah Tughluq invaded Orissa and let loose an orgy of 
vandalism, looting and destruction. After the death of Mukundadeva, 
the last Hindu king of Orissa, the suzerainty of Cuttack passed on to the 
hands at first, the Muslim rulers and later, to the Mughals. 


By 1750 Cuttack had come under Maratha rule and it grew fast as a 
business centre, being a convenient point of contact between Marathas 
of Nagpur and the English merchants of Bengal. It was occupied by the 
British in 1803 and became the capital of the then Orissa Division in 1816. 
From then onwards till 1948 when the capital was shifted to Bhubaneshwar, 
the city remained the administrative headquarters of Orissa. The desig- 
nation of the town Cuttack (Kataka) which has a very rich and ancient 
historical background, was, in course of time, given to the surrounding 
country, now comprising the district. 


Location, general boundaries, total area and population of the district 


The district of Cuttack is situated in between 20° 1’ N and 21° 10° N 
latitudes and 84° 58’ E and 87° 3’ E longitudes. It is bounded on its north 
by the districts of Kendujhar and Baleshwar; on the east by the Bay of 
Bengal; on the south by the district of Puri; and on its west by the district 
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of Dhenkanal. Its geographical area is 11,142°82 sq. km. as reported by 
the Surveyor General of India. It contains a population of 5,503,307 
persons (2,801,612 male and 2,701,695 female) as per the provisional 
Census of 1991. In order of size and population the district holds the 
fifth and first place respectively among the thirteen districts of Orissa. 
The principal town is Cuttack. It is also the administrative headquarters 
of the district and is situated in a tongue of land formed by the Mahanadi 
and Kathjodi rivers at their point of bifurcation, in 20° 29’ N latitude 
and 85° 52’ E longitude. 


History of the district as an administrative unit 


After the conquest of Orissa by the British in 1803, two Joint Commi- 
ssioners were appointed who at once took measures to place the adminis- 
tration on satisfactory footing. The office of the “Commissioners for 
settling the affairs of Cuttack’’ was abolished in 1805 and the province 
was placed under the charge of a Collector and of a Judge and Magistrate. 
The whole province formed but one district having its headquarters at 
Puri until 1816 when Cuttack was made the capital. In 1829, the province 
was split into three regulation districts of Cuttack, Baleshwar and Puri 
and the non-regulation Tributary States. After the formation of the 
district the criminal and revenue jurisdiction underwent many changes 
until 1870, when the Baitarani and Dhamara rivers were fixedas its northern 
limit. The next important change made in its jurisdiction after that year 
was the annexation to it of Bankiin 1882. Four feudatory states of Atha- 
garh, Tigiria, Badamba and Narasinghapur merged in the district on Ist 
January, 1948. Since then only the following minor adjustments in the area 
ofthe district had been made for reasons of administrative necessity. 


Jijupada area (9:06 sq. km.) of Kendujhar district was transferred 
to Sukinda police-station of Cuttack sometime after merger. During 
1964,two villages viz.,Kabatabandha and Goliamahanapatna of Dhenkanal 
district were included in Darpan Tahasil of Cuttack district. Thirty-five 
villages of Dashapalla Tahasil (Puri district) were transferred to Narasingha- 
pur Tahasil in Cuttack district during 1967. In 1969, 31 villages covering 
an area of 78°06 sq. km. of Nimaparha Tahasil of Puri district were trans- 
ferred to Jagatsinghapur Tahasil and 28 villages of Cuttack Sadar Tahasil 
were excluded from Cuttack district and included in Bhubaneshwar Tahasil 


of Puri district. Total number of villages after such inter-district transfer 
in the district stands at 6,781. 


The subdivisional system was not introduced till 1859 when Jajpur 
and Kendraparha were for the first time constituted separate subdivisions. 
Just after Independence and merger of the princely states, the district com- 
prised four subdivisions viz., Sadar, Kendraparha, J ajpur and Athagarh. 
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Before Athagarh became a subdivision consisting of the ex-states of 
Athagarh, Badamba, Narasinghapur and Tigiria, the area was declared the 
district of Narasinghapur with the District Magistrate of Cuttack becoming 
the ex officio District Magistrate of Narasinghapur. The Sader sutdivision 
covered the police-station areas of Lalbag, Mangalabag, Sadar, Tangi, 
Chaudwar, Salepur, Mahanga, Kisannagar, Tirtol, Erasama, Jagatsing!-a- 
pur, Balikuda and Gobindpur. Banki Khasmahal area was included in 
Cuttack Sadar subdivision but it was looked afier by a Deputy Collector. 
Jajpur subdivision consisted of the police-station arcas of Jajpur, Binjhar- 
pur, Dharmashala, Barachana, Koret and Sukinda. Kendraparha sub. 
division consisted of the police-station areas of Kendraparha, Paitamundat, 
Patakura,Mahakalaparha, Aul(Aali) and Rajnagar. A separate subdivision of 
Jagatsinghapur comprising the police-stations of Jagatsinghapur, Batikuca, 
Tirtol and Er:sama (formerly in Sadar subdivision) was formed in 1965, 
So also Banki area was detached from Cuttack Sadar subdivision and 
was formed a separate subdivision in 1969. 


At present the district is divided into six subdivisions, twenty-six 
Tahasils and forty-three police-stations and forty-one community develop- 
ment blocks. The names of the subdivisions comprising the Tahasis 
and their component police-stations and the community development 
blocks are furnished in the following table: 











Si. Name of the Name of the Name of the Name of the 
No. subdivision Tahasil (year of police-station community 
(Headquarters) opening) development block 
= (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1. Cuttack Sadar .. 1. Cuttack Sadar Cuttack Sadar Cuttack Sadar 
(1953-54) Lalbag Tangi-Chaudwar 
Mangalabag Salepur 
Madhupatna Baranga 
Chauliagan} Nischintakoili 
Bidanasi Kantapara 
Puri Ghat Niali 


Cantonment Road Mahanga 
Malgodown 
Baranga 


Chaudwar (Part) 


a NIRS tree 


(Contd.) 


— 
eer 
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Name of the 
subdivision 
(Headquarters) 


Si. 
No, 


(1) 


re ere ew ae ee oe 


Pp 


3. 


4, 


a eae, 


(2) 


ee res 


Kendraparha 


Jagatsinghapur 


Jajpur 


a 





CUTTACK 


Name of the 


Tahasil (year of 





opening) 
(3) 

2. Tangi- 
Chaudwar 
(Jagatpur) 
(13-12-1982) 

3. Salepur 
(1.5.1954) 

4. Mahanga 
(23,9.1988) 

5. Kisannagar 
(19.9 .1988) 

6. Niali 

(29 3.1965) 
1}. Kendraparha 
(1 .2.1966) 

2. Pattamundai 
(1.1.1966) 

3. Rajnagar 

(14.2.1979) 
4, Aul 
(27.11.1952) 

5. Kanika 
(11.1,1953) 

6. Marshaghai 
(1.3.1959) 

1. Jagatsinghapur 
(1.5.1954) 

2. Tirtol 
(17.3.1982) 

3. Kujang 


(27.11.1952) 


4. Balikuda 
(15.3.1982) 


1. Jaipur 
(1953) 


2. Binjharpur 
(22.12.1976) 
Dharmashala 
(27.9.1988) 


4. Darpan 
(27.11.1952) 


5. Sukinda 
(27.11.1952) 


a ak ie re nt rm cet me 


Name of the 
police-Station 


(4) 


Tangi (Part) 


Chaudwar (Part) 


Salepur 
Tangi (Part) 
Jagatpur 


Mahanga 
Kisannagar 


Niali 
Gobindpur 
Kendraparha 


Pattamundai 
Rajnagar 


Aul (Part) 


Rajkanika 

Aul (Part) 
Patakura 
Mahakalaparha 


Jagatsinghapur 
Tirtol 


Erasama 
Kujang 
Paradeep 
Balikuda 
Nuagan 


Jajpur 
Mangalpur 


Binjharpur 


Dharmashala 

Balichandrapur 

(Part) 

Barachana 

Balichandrapur 
(Part) 

Korei 

Jajpur Road 

Sukinda 

Tomka 


ewe eee re 


Name of the 

community 

development 
block 


(5) 


Kendraparha 
Pattamundai 
Rajnagar Derabisi 


Aul 
Garadpur 
Rajkanika 


Marshaghai 
Mahakalaparha 


Jagatsinghapur 
Tirtol 


Erasama 
Kujang 


Balikuda 
Nuagan 

Biridi 
Raghunathpur 
Jajpur 
Dasharathpur 


Binjharpur 


Dharmeshala 
Rasuipur 
Dangadi 
Barachana 


Korei 
Sukinda 
Bairi 


ee 


(Contd. 
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Sl. Name of the Name of ‘ie Name of the Name of th 
No. Subdivision Tahasil (year of police-station community 
(Headquarters) opening) development 
block 
() (2) (3) (4) (5) 
De Athagarh .. |. Athagarh Athagarh Athagarh 
(1.6.1964) Gurudijhatia 
2. Tigiria Tigiria Tigiria 
(1.7.1965) 
3. Badamba Badamba Badamba 
(25.6.1965) 
4. Narasinghapur Narasinghapur Narasinghapur 
(1 12.1965) Kanpur 
6. Banki Banki Banki Banki 
(1.12.1963) Baidyeshwar Banki-Damparha 


re cent p ah ce Ye a ee 











There are eleven towns in the district viz., Cuttack (City), 


Chaudwar, Athagarh, Banki, Jajpur, 


Jagatsinghapur, Kendraparha, 


Pattamundai, Jajpur Road, Paradeep Phosphate and Paradeep. Besides, 
Gopalpur, Cherbatia and Nuapatna are also tc'wns containing more than 
3,040 population, etc., according to the classification of 1991 Census. 
These towns contain a total population of 6,78,619 persons according to 


the Census cf 1991. 


The following table shows the names of towns including the Census 


towns with their population. 











_—_— i ee 


SI. Name of the town Population Poputfation 
No. (1981 Census) (1991 Census) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
1. Cuttack Urban Agglomeration— 
(a) Cuttack 2,95,268 4.03418 
(b) Chaudwar 32,144 36,877 
2. Athagarh 11,087 13,661 
3. Banki 12,595 14,350 
4. Jagatsinghapur a 21,126 25,016 
5. Jajpur i 22232 27,312 
6. Jajpur Road Urban Agglomeration— 
(a) Jajpur Road - 20,935 25,516 
(b) Chandama Commercial and - 603 
Educational area 
7. Kendraparha 27,564 35,015 
8. Paradeep 33,042 48,104 
9, Paradeep Phosphates 2,972 
10. Pattamundai 28,220 
11. Gopalpur 5,451 
12. Charbatia 5,965 
6,139 


13. Nuapatna 


ey Ey A A RR = I 
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In the rural portion of the district there were 6,036 inhabitcu 


villages, * and 566 uninhabited villages with a total population of 


4,152,807 as per 1981 Census and 4,844,040 as per 1991 Census. 


TOVOGRAPHY 

The naiural divisions of the district form into three distinct paris 
differing widely in their piysical characters. The first 1s the marshy 
woodland strin from 5 to 48km. in breadth stretching along the coast 
from the river Dhamara on the north to the Devi on the south for ua 
distance of about 135 km. The second is the vast cultivated alluvial 
plain formed from the deposits of its great rivers, and the third, the 
broken hills of the Eastern Ghats region forming the western boundary 
of the district. 


The marshy strip along the coast is a low woodland tract. It 
vbounds in swamps and morasses and is often intersected by innumerable 
winding crecks and lakes having a coarse jungly growth of cancs, 
brusn-wood and reedy grass on either side. The tract in its swarnps, 
dense forest and noxious atmosphere resembles the Sundarbans and 
is rightly ee asthe Sundarbans ona miniature scale. This dismal 
region is subject to inundations of sea water which leaves a deposit 
of salt onthe surface of the low-lying area, and in many parts render 
cultivation impractical. The coast is unbroken but on account of 
excessive deposition of the Mahanadi and its branches deltaic formation 
giving rise to capes and inlets have been formed at a number of places. 
Tie most conspicuous of these is at the mouth of the Mahanadi 
near Hukitola. Hukitola itself is a deltaic hook. The whole coast is 
covered with sand dunes. The maximum width of the sand dune-belt 
is nearly one kilometres. In the central part of the coast, that is near 
the mouths of Jambu and Kharnasi rivers, there are no sand dunes. 
The depth of the sea varies from thirty to sixty feet 
(nine to eizhteen metres), The delta consists ofa level plain stretching 
intind for about sixty-four kilomet:es and occupying the country between 
the marshy sea coast strip and the hilly frontier. It is intersected by 
several large rivers, which emerge from the western mountains and 
throw out a network of branches in every direction. The rivers 
gcologically speaking have reached the old stage as they are full of 
meanders, elbows and interlocking as well as braided streams. It is 
aregioa of rich ric>-fields dotted with banyan trees, bamboos, mango 


orchards and palin groves and it forms the only really fertile part 
af the — district. 


‘ 


~=- 





ee 
meme ee 





* A q a 2 
As mentioned earlier the total number of villages according to the Revenue 
authcrities is 6.781. 
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Hill System 


The frontier separating the district of Cuttack from Dhenkanal district 
on the west consists of a chain of hills, with thickly wooded slopes and 
fertile valleys between. The greatest distance of this hilly region from 
the sea-coast is about 96 to 182 km, but in many places the breadth of the 
alluvial plain does not exceed twenty-four to thirty-two kilometres. This 
part of the district consists of hills which continue further to the west and 
south in the districts of Dhenkanal and Puri. These do not consist of 
long continuous ranges except a few like the Mahagiri Range running 
for a distance of nearly thirty-two kilometres close tothe border of Ken- 
dujhar district. With the exception of a few naked bluffs, they are for 
the most part covered with vegetation; their outline, however abrupt, 
is always more or less rounded because of age-long erosion. On the 
other hand, some hills, which appear from a distance to be flat-topped, 
really consist of a series of steep rugged ridges separated by deep precipi- 
tous valleys cut out by the denuding action of running water. In this 
western tract lie all the hills of the district with the exception of a few 
isolated peaks which break the evenness of the plain to the north of 
Cuttack. None of them is more than 914 metres (3,000 feet) high. The 
highest peak is Daitari South peak 872 m. (2,861’) on the Cuttack- 
Kendujhar border. Here also lie other important peaks like Guhisal 
hill 706 m. (2,316’) and Siarimundi Parbat 740 m. (2,429’). Many are 
of great interest on account of the shrines or the ancient forts with which 
they are crowned. The most interesting hills are in the Assia range, parti- 
cularly Lalitagiri with its sandal trees and Buddhist remains, Udayagiri 
with its colossal images of Buddha, sacred reservoir, ruined temples and 
caves. Assia Giri has five blocks of hills standing nearly 305m. (1,000 feet) 
above the sea level with Alamgiri 762m. (2,500’) above the sea level. 
The Mahavinayak peak in Darpan Tahasil has been consecrated 
for ages to Siva-worship by the devout ascetics and pious pilgrims. This 
hilly border lands and the low lands along the coast were formerly 
known as the Rajwara and were held by feudal chiefs, who paid tribute 
to their overlord, but otherwise retained an independent power; while 
the wide alluvial plains forming the delta of the Mahanadi, Brahmani 
and Baitarani rivers constituted the Mughalbandi or Khalsa, 1.e., the crown 
lands from which the Mughal conquerors, like the native sovereigns 
before them, derived the greater part of their revenue. 


RIVER SYSTEM AND OTHER WATER BODIES 


The most conspicuous feature in the general aspect of the district 1s 
its river system. The district is webbed by a network of rivers. The 
system of rivers issues in three magnificent streams through three great 
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gorges in the mountainous country to the west. To the south, the 
Mahanadi debouches upon the plains just above Naraj, 112 km. from the 
sea, on the extreme north of the district; the sacred Baitarani emerging 
from a moie open country forms the boundary between the district of 
Cuttack and Baleshwar, and the Brahmani flows in the central part of 
the district. The plains of the district have been divided into two parts, 
one lying between the great rivers Baitarani and Brahmani and the 
other between the Brahmani and the Mahanadi. 


In summer, the upper channels of these rivers dry and reduce to 
insignificant streams dotted here and there with stagnant pools. But 
during rains they bring down an enormous mass of water from the high 
tablesland in which they take their rise. Towards the coast the Baitarani 
converges withthe Brahmani and the joint river namely Dhamara comes 
up and enters the Bay of Bengal. All these three great rivers, viz., the 
Mahanadi, the Baitarani and the Brahmani used to pour down their 
accumulated waters upon the plains, breach over their banks and sweep 
across the country in spite of a well-planned embankment system. But 
since mid-fifties of this century some relief has been provided by partial 
control of flood water of the Mahanadi at the dam at Hirakud. These 
rivers drain in a vast area measuring more than 1,69,000 sq. km. and the 
rapidity of the current gained among the mountains brings down a heavy 
silt in suspension. However, as soon as the river reaches the plains and 
leaves the hilly region its current slackens. Further it goes, the more 
sluggish does the stream become and the river, being unable to carry down 
the sand with which it is charged, deposits it in its bed and on the banks. 
Therefore, the bed is raised by degrees and the river flows at a higher level 
than the surrounding area. The central portion is rising more rapidly 
than the banks. The channel of the river becomes gradually shallower. 
The distributaries of the main rivers have their beds raised in the same 
way. As a result, the rivers and their various channels become less and 
less able to carry off the water-supply to the sea, and frequently prove 
inadequate to provide an outlet for the vast volume of water poured in 
at their heads during the rainy season. The velocity which these three 
rivers obtain in descending from the interior table-land is thus checked 


and the result is that they break up into a hundred distributaries radiating 
across the level plains. 


The distributaries, struggling in thousand contortions and convolutions 
towards the coast, form a network of rivers, which joining here and sepa- 


rating there ultimately reunite with one of the other of the three parent 
rivers as they approach the sea. 
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The following table shows the main points in the system of rivers in the di 


Baitarani .. Baitarani as 
BAITARANI 
Dhamra 
Burha 
Patiya 
Kharsuan .. Kharsuan 
Kharsuan 
BRAHMANI 
Brahmani . -Brahmani Brahmani 
Brahmani 
Nimiria 
Kelo 
Genguti 
Birupa 
Birupa 
Birupa .. Birupa 
Chitrotpala 
Mahanadi 
Chitrotpala Nuna 
Nuna 
Mahanadi Mahanadi ' 
Mahanadi Mahanadi Sukpaika 
Sukpaika Mahanadi 
MAHANADI 
Kathijodi 
‘Kathjodi Kathjodi 
Kathjodi (closed by 
an embankment) 
3 rae 
Surua .. 
Numerous ; 
Devi Devi nN 
interlacing 


Kuakhai (drains in Puri district and after many bifurcations finds (ts way into: 


the Chilika lake ) 
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Mahanadi and some of its branches 


The Mahanadi, so aptly named, is the largest river in Orissa having 
a drainage basin of nearly 1,41,600 square kilometres. The river 
originates from a small pool, 6 km. from  Pharsiya village in 
Raipur district in the Amarkantak plateau of Madhya Pradesh and 
enters Orissa near Padigan. It passes through the districts of Sambalpur, 
Balangir and Phulabani. From Boudh (Phulebani district) the Mahanadi 
takes a north-west-north to south-east-south course and touches the 
district of Cuttack in Narsinghapur Tahasil of Athagarh subdivision to 
form the boundary between Cuttack and Puri for some distance. 
Finally the river enters the district near Baidyeshwar of Banki subdivision. 
Emerging from the hilly areas of the district it pours down upon the 
delta at Naraj nearly twelve kilometres west of the city of Cuttack. 
The Mahanadi traverses the district from west to east and throwing off 
numerous branches on its way falls into the Bay of Bengal by several 
channels near False Point, in 20°18’ N and 86°43’ E after a course 
of around 851 km. 


The river forms a series of rapids till it reaches Dholpur where 
the river enters into the Eastern Ghats mountain ranges by forming a 
grand gorge about 23 km. long popularly known as Satkosia. At 
village Barmul the gorge ends. For about fifteen kilometres below the 
village of Tikarparha, the bed of the river is quite rocky and often 
takes irregular shape. Below Tikarparha, over acourse of nearly 
75 km., the river channel opens out to an average width of three 
kilometres. For a length of 20 km. below Baidyeshwar up to Naraj 
the banks are defined by rocks. A weir has been constructed across 
the river Mahanadi at Mundali 5 km. upstream of WNaraj whence a 
large canal system (Puri main canal) emanates. The river further 
contracts in width to 1 km. between Siddheswar and Debikot hills. 


While flowing down the rugged hilly region of the district the 
Mahanadi receives numerous streams and tributaries from the high 
land on either bank, but as soon as it reaches the plains its character 
changes. Now inthe plains it forms a great delta head and instead of 
inviting confluents it shoots out a number of distributaries, forming 
many river islands from Naraj downwards upto Hukitola islands off 
Jambu. The biggest of these islands is the Bayalishi Mouza 
which literally means forty-two revenue villages (actually 31 revenue 
villages) surrounded on all sides by the river Kathjodi and 
its tributary Serua. From Naraj it bifurcates, the southern branch 
being known as the Kathjodi, while the northern retains the name of the 
parent stream, The city of Cuttack is built on the apex of the delta 
which separates the two rivers and opposite the city the Mahanadi 
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proper throws off a large branch known asthe Birupa. Just below the 
bifurcation of the Mahanedi and the Birupa, both the rivere are 
dammed by anicuts. These anicuts control the supply of water to the 
head sluices of the High Level Kendraparha, Taladanda and Machh: gan 
canals. All the delta irrigation canals begin from these anicuts. 


Mahanadi has a total length of 85! km. of which 494 km. falls iz 
Orissa. 


After passing Cuttack, the Mahanadi divides into thiee branches— 
the Chitrotpala to the north, the Mahanadi in the centre and the 
Sukhpaika to the south. The Sukhpaika starts at Aitpur, 15 km. 
below the Mahan:di Anicut. Forminga loop it joins the main stream 
again at Kulasahi, 30 km. lowerdown. The mouth of the Sukhraika 
was closed in 1951 by a cross bundh for providing irrigation into its 
island. The Chitretpala branch leavesthe parent stream about 15 km. 
below the Birupa mouth, and soon bifurcates intothe Chitrotpala and 
Nuna. These streams unite after flowing for a course of about 
30 km. and under the name cf Nuna fall into the Mahanadi estuary near 
Paradeep. The Baranadi ts a branch of Nuna. About 5 km. below 
the out fallof Sukhpaika, the Mchcnadi bifurcates again into Paika. 
The Paika reunites with the parent stream nearly opposite 
Marshaghal, a few kilometres abcut the point where the Nuna meets 
the Mahanadi. The Pankpal is the last escape from the right bank of 
the Mahanadi. From Taladanda the Mekanzdiflows cestweid ard falis 
into the sea below the False Point. 


Kathjedi and Devi 


As stated earlier, the river Kathjcedi is an arm of the Mahanadi 
and it branches off at Naraj and then immediately it is bifurcated, 
the southern branch, known as Kuakhai which means crow’s pool, 
flows into the district of Puri, its mouth is closed by a bar, so that 
little water flows into it except at flood times. It is practically a spill 
channel of the Kathjodi. About 5 km. below Cuttack at Jhinkiria, 
the mainstream throws off the Surua, which however rejoins it at 
Barada after a course of 16 kilometres. A little lower down at 
Gobindpur the Kathjodi is bifurcated. The right branch is known as 
the Devi and the left branch asthe Biluakhai. The Devi in which 
the main body of water of the river passes, takes an easterly direction 
and rejoins with Biluakhai. On its way to the sea the river Dev! gives 
off a number of branches, the Kandal, the Khandia, the Daikhai, the 
Puruna Devi and many other minor channels which all eventually 
reunite and flow, under the name of the Devi, through the neighbouring 
district of Puri into the Bay of Bengal. 
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Flowing in the northerly direction, the Kathjodi again divides into 
the Alaka and Kathjodi proper which have been cut off at their 
head by the Devi left embankment. The water originally carried by 
them has been diverted into the Devi and Tampua. The Kathjodi is 
said to have been originally a comparatively small stream. Its name 
implies that it could at one time be crossed by a plank. During the 
last century the volume of water passing down its channel increased 
considerably and the head of the river became too enlarge to carry off 
the enormous volume of water poured into it by the Mahanadi. A 
weir and training embankment were, therefore, constructed at Naraj 
between 1860 to 1865, in order to regulate the flow and direct some 
of the water to the Mahanadi channels. 


During rains the river and its branches carry great volume of 
water inthem and at the time of high floods they overflow their 
banks. To safeguard people from the ravages of flood, embankments 
have been erected on their banks where necessary. In dry months 
the streams are almost flowless. 


Birtpa 


As mentioned above, the Mahanadi throws off to Birupa opposite 
the city of Cuttack.Some 20 km. down a branch called the Chhota 
Genguti and further down another branch called the Bada Genguti fall 
out of the Birupa. The head of the Chhota Genguti has been closed. 
The Bada Genguti flows 30 km. to join the Kimiria, a branch of the 
Brahmani and about 3 km. further down it joins the parent stream, 
the Birupa. The Birupa thus increased in volume meets the main 
stream of the Brahmani, a little above Indupur. The two streams 
flow together being joined lower down by the Kharsuan, and finally 
debauch into the Dhamara estuary. 


Brahmani and its branches 


The Brahmani, which has a catchment basin of nearly 35,620 sq. km. 
originates in Bihar and enters Orissa in the district of Sundargarh. 
The river is formed by the junction of the South Koel and the Sankh 
rivers at Vedavyas, a pilgrim centre near Rourkela. The main trunk 
stream of the Brahmani flows down and passes through Dhenkanal!l 
district and enters Cuttack district near Jenapur where it is crossed by 
an anicut. It then flows a winding easterly course, and reaches the 
Bay of Bengal by two mouths, the Dhamara estuary and the Maipara 
river, in 20° 47° N and 86° 58’ E, 416 km. from its source, The 
Principal branches of the Brahmani are the Kharsuan and Kinmiria. 
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On its left bank near Jenapur, the Brahmani throws off the Kharsuan 
which again divides into Kharsuan and Patia but the two 
channels reunite a little lower down and fall into the Dhamara. The 
Kimiria takes off on the right bank of the Brahmani opposite 
village Rajendrapur. After meeting the Genguti, Kela and Birupa it 
again falls into the parent stream near Indupur under the name 
Birupa. As the river Brahmani approaches the sea, its flew is joined 
by that ofthe Baitarani and the united stream forms an estuary 
known as the Dhamara river. 


The delta of the Brahmani starts off near Jenapur. From the 
apex of the delta to the mouth, the Brahmani friver is 149 km. 
in length. Its right bank distributary meets the Birupa, a left bank 
distributary of the Mahanadi, at Indupur. Thus to this extent the 
Mahanadi and the Brahmani have a ccmmeon outlet for their flood 
water through Maipara and they have formed the Wheeler Island. 


Baitarani and its branches 


The Baitarani, rising in the Guptaganga Pahar in Kendujhar 
district, flows first ina south-westerly and then in an easterly direction, 
forming successively the boundary between the districts of Mayurbhanj 
and Kendujhar and Cuttack. It enters the district of Cuttack 
near the village Balipur. After flowing in a winding easterly course 
across the delta, where it marks the boundary line between Cuttack 
and Baleshwar districts, it joins its waters with the Brahmani and 
ultimately finds its way into the sea under the name Dhamara, 
The principal branches thrown off from the right bank of the Baitarani 
are cross streams connecting with the Kharsuan, the chief of which 
is the Burha, which takes off at Jakadia off Jajpur-Kendujhar 
road and falls into the Kharsuan after flowing for about 
25 km. in one channel. It is navigable as far as Olekh, 24 km. 
from the mouth, but beyond this point it is not affected by the 
tide, andis fordable during the Summer season. The river is the Styx 
of Hindu mythology and legend relates that Rama, when marching 
to Sri Lanka to rescue his wife Sita from Ravan, halted on its bank 
on the border of Kendujhar. In commemoration of this event 4a 
large crowd visit the river on Makar festival in mid-January every 
year. A historical town and a subdivisional headquarters, Jajpur 
(the district headquarters of the newly formed Jajpur district) 


stands on the bank of this river. 
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Estuaries 


The rivers of the district find their way into the sea by four 
great estuaries. On the north, the Brahmani and the Baitarani 
debouch into the Bay of Bengal at Palmyra Point, by the two mouths 
known asthe Dhamaira and Maipara, and after numerous ramifications 
the Mahanadi forms two great estuaries, one generally known as the 
Davi, in the south-eastern corner of the district, while the other, 
baaring the namzofthe parent river, empties itself into the sea 5 km. 
east of the False Point, about half-way down the coast. An _ eternal 
war goss on bstween the rivers and the sea in the monsoon-beaten 
exist, the formar struggiing to find vent for their columns of water 
and silt, the latter repelling them with its sandladen currents. These 
forces have actions and their reactions. The sea deposits a bar outside 
the river mouth, while the river pushes out its delta to right and left 
insids. All the estuaries, therefore, have a bar of sand across the 
mouth which prevents th> entranc2 of large vessels except at high 
tide. However, the sand bar atthe mouth of the Mahanadi has been 
greatly subdued and the Paradeep port has been developed thercon. 


Devi estuary—The Devi, with its channels forms the last part 
of the great network of rivers into which the Kathjodi branch of the 
Mahanadi bifurcates. It isa common feature of most of the streams 
ofthe Cuttack district that they reunite as they approach the sea, 
and the result is a broad estuary, known as the Devi which enters 
the Bay of Bengal a short distance to the south-of the boundary 
between the districts of Cuttack and Puri. Thisis navigable upto 
Machhagan by small slopes. It is one of the best tidal channels in 
Orissa, but owing tothe bar of sand at its mouth vessels of large 
size cannot enter it except at a high tide. 


The Mahanadi estuary—The northern branches of the Mahanadi also 
join together while approaching the sea, and eventually fall into the 
Bay of Bengal under the name of the parent stream. The estuary 
has several mouths, but the principal one is that which debouches 
through the shoals to the south ofthe False Point lighthouse. For 
a considerable distance up the river,there is abundance of depth for 
ships of large burden, but unfortunately, as in the case of the Devi, 
and indeed of ail other harbours of Orissa, a bar stretches across the 
mouth, which in addition to the perils of shoal water, adds to the 
dangerous incident to constant changes in the channels and sandbanks. 
The False Point harbour which lies a little north of the Mahanadi 
estuary, is a comparatively exposed anchorage and was, until the 
construction of the Hirakud Dam, rapidly silting up. Two separate 
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channels lead inland from the anchorage, on the north the river 
Jambu and on the south the Kharnasi creek, a short branch of the 
Mahanadi. Ata later period the sandbar at the mouth has been 
improved in 1952 from 2% to 3 metres (8’ to 10’) at low water thus 
causing the river water to pass through the shortest distance to empty 
itself straight into the sea instead of following a circuitous way as” 
was done previously. Several foreign experts were invited by the 
Government of Orissa to give their advice for the improvement of the 
bar in connection with the development of the Paradeep port. All 
of them were of the opinion that Paradeep could be developed 
into an all-weather deep-sea-port by construction of estuarine or 
coastal harbour to accommodate vessels up to 32’ draft. Later on 
the major port of Paradeep developed, details of which are given in 
chapter VII (Communications). 


Brahmani estuary—The river system on the north of the Mahanadi 
in the district consists of the network of channels formed by the 
Brahmani and the Baitarani, which after infinite windings, find their 
way into the sea by two great outlets at the Palmyra Point. The 
southern of these is the Maipara river with its tidal creeks the 
Bansgarh and Rana Hansua which run southward almost parallel to 
the coast till they join the sea nearly 29 km. north of the False 
Point. The mouth of the Maipara presents the usual obstacles of 
bars and high surf, and from its position on the south of the 
Palmyra promontory, it is inadequately protected from the monsoon. 
However, previously during the period from November to March small 
crafts fron the Madras coast used to frequent it for purchase of rice. 


The Dhamara, the northern exit of the united streams of the 
Brahmnani andthe Baitarani forms the boundary line between Cuttack 
and Baleshwar districts. The Dhamara, though navigable, is rendered 
dangerous by a bar across its mouth. 


Lake 


There is only one lake in the district which is Ansupa lake 
in Banki subdivision. This isa fresh water lake situated on the 
left bank oftheriver Mahanadi opposite Banki. Its distance is nearly 
70 km. from Cuttack. The lake wasformed due to meander shifting 
of the Mahanadi. It isa picturesque lake and it offers an ideal 
asylum to the migratory birds inthe winter season. It is surrounded 
by bamboo and mango groves and the Saranda hill stands beside it. 
More about this lake will find place in Chapter XIX (Places of 


Interest). 
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GEOLOGY 


Physiographically the district can be divided into three parts, i. e¢., 
(1) rugged hilly terrain (s) on the north and western extremes, (ii) 
relatively plain lateritic country around the periphery of hilly region 
to the south of Mahanadi near Banki, from Athagarh to Nirgundi 
and around Jajpur Road railway station and (iil) the vast expanse 
of alluvial and coastal plains. The western and northern extremes 
form highly undulatory topography with high hills. The district 
consists ofa long tract of coastal plain anda wide stretch of alluvial 
plain formed by the deltaic deposition off the three river systems of 
the Mahanadi, the Brahmani and the Baitarani which meander through 
this district in an almost west toeast course. Coastal and alluvial 
tract constitutes more than two-third of the total area of this district, 
thus concealing alarge area of hardrock and its’ geological history. 


Geological Set-up 


The rock types occurring in the district from the oldest to 
youngest formations are Khondalite suits of rocks, charnockites and 
granite gneiss, rocks of the iron-ore series chromiferous ultra basics, 
dolerite, granite and granophyre belonging to proterozoic. The 
Jurassic or Upper Gondwanas are represented by Athagarh sandstones. 
The youngest formations belonging to recent/sub-recent are 
laterite and alluvium which cover vast areas in this district. The 
following stratig.aphic section has been worked out tentatively for 
the district. 


Recent .. Alluvium, river terraces, beach sands 
Pleistocene Recent .. Laterite 

Jurassic .. Athagarh Sandstone (Upper Gondwana) 
Proterozoic .- Dolerite, Granophyre = and Granite, 


Ultramafics, TIron-ore series. 


Archaean .. Granite gneiss (7) Charnockite and 
Khondalite. 


The lithology and its distribution are discussed below, beginning 
with the eldest formation encountered in this area. 
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Archean (Khondalite and Charnockite) 


The rock formations, south of the Baitarani river around Garh Madhu- 
pur, to the west of the National Highway, comprise the charnockite- 
Khondalite suites with associated acid intrusions. The general strike 
of the rock varies from W.N.W.—E. S. E. in the east to E-W in the western 
part. The khondalite group of rocks consist of quart-sillimanite, gra- 
phite schists and gneisses, garnetiferous quartzite and rarely calc-silicate 
rocks. hondalites are banded, brown to pinkish grey except calc-silicate 
which is greenish white in colour. All members of khondalite suites are 
garnetiferous. Charnockites occupy the low hillocks and mounds or as 
minor occurrences (intrusives) in khondalites. Charnockites can be, 
in simple term, hypersthene granite which is typically greasy green to 
greasy gray in colour and is composed of hypersthene, plagioclase, quartz, 
garnet and rarely biotite (diapthorite) medtum to fine grained and devoid 
of foliation—a feature which is so prominent in khondalites. These 
rocks form a part of the Eastern Ghats Super Group which are considered 
to be thrust against the rocks of the Iron-ore Group and the shear 
zone can be traced from the hill 235’ (20° 54 :86° 00’) west- 
wards through Bannaskar (20° 55’ : 85° 50’). These rocks of the kKhonda- 
lite suites are seen around Narasinghapur at the western end of the district 
and can be traced up to the north of Banki and also from N. E. of Athagarh 
to Garh Madhupur (20° 47’ : 86° 05’), confined to the west of the 
railway track. Charnockite is prominent in the area around Garh Madhu- 
pur, besides minor occurrences along with khondalites elsewhere. 


Granite Gneiss 


The metasediments (khondalites) were intruded by charnockite and 
the whole charnockite-khondalite suites were subjectsto acid intrusion 
whereas the older rocks were partly assimilated by the intrusives. The 
intrusives are granite gneiss. A coarse grained gneiss, often passing 
into porphyroblastic type (sugen gneiss) and associated with aplitic varie- 
ties, is seen closely associated with the rocks of Eastern Ghats Super group. 
Owing to the coarse texture, the foliation is very crudely developed. Join- 
ting in three different planes is common. Minerals composing this rock 
are felspar, quartz, biotite and garnet. Besides apatite, perthitic, antiper- 
thitic and myrmekitic growths are commonly seen. It is seen along 
the valley north of the Mahanadi from Narasinghapur to eastward upto 
Tigiria (20° 27’ :85° 32’). This apart, at Raj Athagarh railway station 
another patch of granite gneiss stretches upto around Haridaspur (20° 
43’ 386° 07’). 
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Iron-ore Group 


The rocks of Eastern Ghats Super Group are thrust up against that of 
the fron-ore Group along the Brahmani thrust in the northern part of the 
district around Sukinda and Daitari hills. The Iron-ore Group is repre- 
sented by banded megnetite chert, banded black chert, banded calcareous 
chert, shales and phyllite and quartzites. The banded chert formation 
being compact and resistant always stands out as hills and ridges surroun- 
ded mostly by a flat or gently undulating terrain. The individual rock units 
like banded magnetite chert, banded calcareous chert and banded black 
chert grade into one another along the strike and there appears to be no 
regularity in the presence of iron or calcareous material, which is probably 
due to the changing chemical conditions of precipitation within the basin 
of deposition. 


The rocks of Iron-ore Group are exposed to the north of Sukinda 
and in the Daitary hill (954") east of Patpur, near Salijunga, Bardagora, 
Garbandhjore, Barpada, north west of Patilo and near Pandua. Further, 
these formations are found north of Tungaisuni, Champajhar and the 
Tomka hill range. 


Andalusite bearing schists and quartzites are noticed on the southern 
flank of the eastern part of Mahagiri hill range. These rocks are also noticed 
associated with fuchisite quartzite, in the eastern tip of the range. 


The rock shows porphyroblastic texture with crystals of andalusite 
occufring in an aggregate of quartz and sericite in parallel orientation 
defining faint schistosity. These rocks are tentatively placed below the 


banded chert formations since its position in stratigraphic column is yet 
to be established. 


The rocks in the Iron-ore Group form the following sequence: 


Banded hematite quartzite 
Porous ferruginous gritty rock (ash bed?) 
Limonite jaspers 
BANDED JASPERS 
Banded (black and white) chalcedonic-quartzite, ferruginous shale 
grits sericite phyllite 
Gritty phyllite (conglomeratic) 
Gritty phyllite (conglomeratic) 





Unconformity —————________ 


Quartzite, quartzschist, micaceous quartzite, etc. 
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Ultramafics 


The Iron-ore Group metasediments are intruded by (chromiferous) 
ultrabasic rocks, hornblende granite and granophyre as well as Newer 
dolerite dykes. 


Ultramafics are now represented by talc-chlorite tremolite schist. 
Altered and serpentinised peridotite and pyroxenite are found as small 
exposures as these are very much susceptible to weathering. Ultramatfics 
are intrusive into the banded cherty formations. Pyroxenite appears 
to be younger than the metamorphosed schistose rocks. These rocks 
are seen around Singadia and Ampur areas. Peridotite is the chief rock 
type in close association with chromite lodes. 


Tale-chlorite-tremolite schists are composed mostly of tremolite 
with talc and chlorite sometimes incipient formations of asbestos is noticed 
within these rocks. 


Serpentinite is intimately associated with crystalline chromite 
and is drawn into lenses and bands of chromite. It exhibits relict cry- 
stalline and hypidiomorphic granular texture indicating that the serpen- 
tinite has formed by the alteration of the dunite and peridotite. 
The peridotite occurrence near Ampur is very much altered and 
serpentinised. It is composed mainly of olivine and pyroxene with 
serpentine and talc as secondary minerals. 


Granite/Granophyre 


It is an intrusive which is younger to ultramafics. The rock is 
mesocratic, medium to fine grained in texture, shows streaks of dark 
coloured hornblende. The plagioclase is albite-oligoclase. Potash 
felspar includes both orthoclase and microcline. Hornblende and 
a little biotite is also present, the former gives rise to the latter. 
Small occurrences are seen south of Sukinda which extends 
westward upto the border of the district. Other occurrences are 
around Patpur and Kakudia. 


Gondwanas/Athagarh Sandstone 


The next younger formation in the district belongs to Jurassic 
period and are represented by the fresh water deposits of the Upper 
Gondwana stage. These fluviatile and fresh water sediments exhibit — 
a rapid change of lithology and attitude of beds. Constituent rocks 
are conglomerates, coarse grits, ferruginous grits, ferruginous sandstone, 
white and red shales. Frequent changes in the condition of deposition 
are very well illustrated by features like current bedding and inter 
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mixture of rocks. Predominant rock type is sandstone and is 
identified as Athagarh sandstone, its area being Athagarh. It 
is fairly coarse grained rock varying from a friable loose variety to 
hard compact and tough types. The exposures are to some extent 
obscured by laterites and alluvial deposits. 


Besides, its wide occurrences around Athagarh (20° 32°:86° 37’) 
and Ratagarh Mundia hill (263’) where the Athagarh sandstone 
directly overlie the rocks of charnockite suites, these are seen in the 
area south of Baranga bounded by the Kuakhai river on the east 
and south-east of Banki along the border of Cuttack district and 
occupying a longer area across the border in Puri district. 


A few fossil plants have been discovered from the Athagarh 
sandstone which indicate that the beds are of about same age as that 
of Rajmahal stage of the Upper Gondwana Group. 


Dolerite dykes 


Dark coloured medium to fine grained, comparatively fresh, 
occurring mostly as bouldery outcrops, the dolerite dykes are seen 
intrusive into banded chert formation and granitic rocks. It is 
composed mainly of augite, labradorite with a little amount of 
ilmenite and magnetite. Augite is mostly euhedral to subhedral 
crystals altering to pale green amphibole, tremolite and _ uralite. 
Dolerite dykes are seen around Patpur and Singadia and along the 
northern border of the district. 


Laterite 


Laterite is the most abundant rock in this district. It covers 
extensive areas and at places attainsa thickness of 10 to 15 metres. 
Jt is yellowish-red to brown grey and mottled colour. It is porous, 
pitted and at places clayey. It contains mainly the hydroxides of 
iron, alumina and manganese. Main sources of lateritisation being 
gneisses and sandstones. In case of Khondalites, Jateritization is 
rather poor, as it gives rise to keolinic and tithomargic materials. 
The laterites out of granite and granite gneiss are also more 
or less lethomargic as seen in this district. Most of the laterite is 
evidently of detrital origin and consists of small pisolitic nodules of 
hematitic iron and coarse quartzand sand. Laterites derived from 
ultramafics and concentrated with nickel around Sukinda. In Sukinda 
area there are two types of laterite, i. e., (i) transported and (ii) 
in situ. The laterites around the southern flank of the western part 
of Mahagiri hill range and Kankudia are transported. The laterite 
around Singadia and Sukinda are in situ type. 
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Laterite occurs in the low level plains to the south of the 
river Mahanadi around Banki. Another stretch of laterite is recorded 
extending from Athagarh upto the gneissose hills north of Nirgundi. 
The area around Sukinda is lateritised in patches and is seen within 
the valleys amidst hills. Laterite along the South Eastern Railway 
tract is noticed almost at all places except to its east where it is 
concealed under the alluvium. 


Alluvium 


The youngest formations-alluvium-occupy the largest area in the 
district. And over two-third of the district is covered with thick 
piles of alluvium. Much of these is a recent deltaic deposit 
of the Mahanadi and the Brahmani river systems and occupy 
a flat tract of country extending some 50 km. from the 
sea with the exception of a belt of sandy tract along the coast. 
Almost the whole expanse of the district to the east of the railway 
tract (Howrah-Madras) is covered with alluvium and to the west 
of it these are confined to narrow stripes of valleys on either side 
of the rivers Mahanadi and Brahmani. In the north-western part some 
undulating land consists of an older alluvium containing Kankar and 
pisolitic ferruginous nedules with no well-defined boundary to separ te 
it from the inland laterite orto distinguish it from the inland laterite 
or to distinguish it from the alluvium of the delta. 


Economic Minerals 


In the hard rock area which makes up about one-third of the 
total area (the rest two-third being under alluvium) important 
and rich deposits of iron, chromite and nickelare seen. Besides, clay, 
soapstone, ochre and building materials are also found. 


Hematite (Iron-ore) 


Hematite is the chief iron-ore. It forms the largest deposit among 
all the minerals occurring in the district. About 60 million tonnes 
of hematite with over 61°5 percent iron content have been estimated, 
distributed broadly around two places, Daitari and Tomka. Other 
small occurrences at Tungaisuni (21° 03’ : 85° 53’) and Champajhar 
(21° 04’ : 85° 56’) are also confined within Sukinda Tahasil. Iron-ore 
is cherry red to iron black in colour, compact hard to porous. Other 
minerals associated are limonite, magnetite, geothite and laterite. 


Iron-ore from Cuttack is shipped through Paradeep to abroad 
and the state earns a sizeable foreign exchange in return. 
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Chromite 


Chrome occurs at the tri-junction of this district with 
Kendujhar and Dhenkanal. Orissa contributes more than 90 per 
cent of ‘the ‘chromite } produced in India and the district contains major 
portion of the chromite deposit of Orissa, which has been estimated 
to 113 million tonnes. Chromite is grey to brown in colour, massive 
friable, hard and lumpy associated with weathered ultrabasic rocks 
in Sukinda Tahasil. 


Chromite is used in the manufacture of stainless steel and 
sophisticated chrome-plated instruments. Refractory-bricks are also 
made from chromite for use as lining in blast furnace. 


Nickel ore 


Ultramafics around Sukinda on weathering have given rise to 
laterite which contains concentration of nickel. The nickeliferous 
limomite is light, highly porous, brownish-yellow to yellow ochreous 
material The known occurrences are located around Kansa, 
Kamarda, Saruabil, Sukerangi, Kaliapani and Bhimtangar in Sukinda 
Tahasil. Total reserve of nickel ore estimated at Kansa and Sukerangi- 
Saruabil sectors is 31 million tonnes with an average nickel content 
of 1°15 per cent. 


Its main use is nickel-plating. Nickel is also essential in the 
canning industry which is expected to boost up the export of sea- 
food which is another foreign exchange earning industry of the district. 


Clay 


Felspar on weathering gives Kaoline which is clay. Clay is a 
fine grained material used mainly in the making of potteries and 
insulators. The glass and ceramic industry at Barang (Orissa Industries 
Ltd.) of the district is the main consumer of clay deposits mined in 
Orissa. Occurrence of yellowish-white lithomargic clay are known 
from around Pimparia, Bandagan, Koilan and Sapanpada. 


Ochre 


Yellow and red ochres have been noticed from around Naraj 
(20° 28° : 85° 46), Taljar (20° 28’ : 85° 45”) and Ghasiput (20° 25° : 
85: 37°). The deposits are small and used in the local 
as colour wash. 


areca 
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Soapstone 


Soapstone is a rock with soapy feel on the surface which is a 
weathered product of ultrabasic rocks. Soapstone occurrences have 
been recorded from Belgot and Kachuringa of Sukinda area. The 
rock is ideal for carving and thus has given rise to some cottage industries 
for carrying out sculptures, potteries, etc. 


Building Material 


There is no dearth of building material in the district. Laterite 
and sandstone in the north and north-west of Cuttack city are used as 
building stone. Khondalite and charnockite have been quarried from 
near Haridaspur for use as railway ballast. Charnockitc outcrops west 
of Jenapur railway station can be chipped into road metals. The 
Athagarh SSL, Khondalite, tale and chlorite have been used in the temple 
buildings. 


FLORA 


The flora of the district 1s very rich and varied. About 750 species 
of plants belonging to more than 120 families are fcund in the district. 
The widely represented families are: Leguminosae, the Muug-Arhar, Cha- 
kandi and Babul family ; Gramineae, the family of the grasses and bam- 
boos: Euphorbiacea, the Siju family; Rubiaceae, the Kurum family and 
compositae, the sun flower family. The other tmportant familtes are : 
Dipterocarpacea (Sal), Malvaceae (Bhendi, Mandar and Simuli), Melia- 
ceae (Nesom), Anacardtaceae (Mango and Cashewnut), Rhtzophoreceae 
(Rai of the Mangrove forest), Cucurbitaceae (gourd and cucumber), Com- 
bretaceae (Asan and Atundi), Elenaceae (Kendu), Apocynaceae (Patal- 
garud, Chhation), Verbenaceae (Teak), Labiatae (Tulsi), Moraceae (Bara, 
Aswatha, Jhumpuri), Palmae (the palms) and Cyperaceae (Mutha). 


The district can be divided into three distinct botanical zones, viz., 
(i) the deltaic zone , (ii) the cultivated plains and (iii) the western hilly 
region and adjoining forested plains. 


(i) The Deltaic zone—The mangrove formation is the peculiarity of this zone. 
These formations are met within the swamps either always or periodically 
inundated by tidal water. The flora is of evergreen nature. The most 
common species in the new formations are Sonneratia (Kerua) and Avi- 
cennia species (Bani), the common shrub being Heritiera fomes 
(Sunderi), In the older formation, almost constantly inundated with tidal 
water, the species are Rhizophora species (Rai), Bruguiera species (Rasinia, 
Kekra), Lumnitzera racemosa (Tunda), Ceriops decandra (Garta, Goran) 
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Kendelia candel, etc. The gregarious fern Acrostichum aureum ts 
found along the creeks. The more valuable species of the mangrove 
forests are found in the areas which are periodically inundated by tidal 
water. These species are Heritiera fomes (Sunderi) and H. Littoral 
(Lathi Sunderi), Xylocarpus granatum (Susambar or Sisumar), Xylocarpus 
gangeticus (Pitmari) and Excoecaria agallocha (Guan). The common 
shrubs are Hibiscus tiliaceus (Barvia) and Acanthus ilicifolius (Harkanch). 
Phoenix paludosa (Hental) is used in house building and fence. It is 
found in gregarious masses over considerable areas on the mud In shallow 
water. 


Several species of mangrove families develop pnenmatophores, erect 
peg like projections from the root system, emerging from the ground, fur- 
nished with numerous stomata or lenticels which admit oxygen to the 
roots. These pnenmatophores are 6 to 18 inches high above surface and 
are often a serious impediment to walking. The other peculiarity of the 
mangrove forest is the phenomenon of vivipary, the germination of the 
seed while still on the tree. It is very marked in Rhizophora species 
with radicle often attaining a foot in length before falling into the mud. 


The higher lands contain evergreen species common in the more inland 
forests, viz., Mimusops hexandra (Khira), Pongamia pinnata (Karanj), 
Strychnos nux-vomica (Kochila), Ficus species (Jari), mango and neem. 
The understory consists of Glycosmis arborea (Masu-very common in 
Bhitar Kanika), Erioglossum rubiginosum (Mahanga), Strellus asper 
(Sahada), Randia malabarica (Phirika), Carissa spinarum (Ankhu Kolli), 
Mala tuxifolia (Guakoli), Dodonaea viscosa, Zizyphus oenoplia 
(Kantei Koli), Caesalphinia nuga, etc. Bombax ceiba (Simulia deciduous 
tree) and Bambusa arundinacea (Kanta bans) are found in the Adi forests 
of Kanika. 


The plants commonly met with on the open coastal sands are Ipomoea 
biloba (Kasari-nai), Leptadenia reticulata (Mendhi), Stylosanthes 
mucronata, Crotalaria striata, Canavalia lineata (Junjunka), Gymnosporia 
emerginata, Launea pinnatifida (Chahli), Pandanus odoratissimus (Kia), 
Spinifex squarrosus (Budhakanka), Panicum repens, Cyperus arenarius, 
Opuntia sp., Crinum asiaticum (Arsal), Crinum defixum, etc. 


The flora of this deltaic zone has not been fully explored. Botanical 
excursions to this area have been few and shott. Thorough inspections 
of this area may yield many new and interesting species. 
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(i) The cultivated plains—A large variety of economically important 
plants are cultivated in the district. The usual rice-field weeds are 
Ammannia species, Lindernia parviflora, Dopatrium junceum, Utricularia 
coerulea, Utricularia reticulata, Sphenoclea zeylanica, Hygrophila species, 
Mimosa pudica, etc. The species generally found in wastelands away 
from villages are Jatropha gossypifolia (Gaba), Annona squamosa (Ata), 
Annona reticulata (Ramphal). Argemone mexicana (Odasamari), 
Aegle marmelos (Bel), Parkinsonia aculeata, Mimosa pudica (Lajkuli), 
Tridax procumbens, Martynia diandra (Baghakhi), Hyptis suaveolens 
(Gangatulasi), Datura metel (Dhutura), Alocasia macrorrhiza, Scoparia 
dulcis, Adhatoda  vasica, etc. 


The common orchard trees are mango, jack-fruit (Panas) and Guava. 
Less common are cashew, Dillenia indica (Aau), orange, lemon. In 
the coastal areas, the palms, Borassus flabellifer (the palmyra palm-Tal), 
Cocos nucifera (cocoanut) are extensively planted and Phoenix sylvestris 
(Khajuri) is commonly met with. 


Among the hedge plants the most common are Nerium odorum 
(Kaniar), Duranta repens, Lawsonia inermis (Mehendi), Pithecollobium 
dulce, Dodonaea viscosa, Ipomoea carnea and Vitex negundo (Begunia). 
Inthe back-yards Moringa pterygosperma (Sajna) trees, Musa paradisiaca 
(green plantain), Musa sapientum (banana) are quite popular. A very 
large variety of species are planted in the gardens. The bamboos, 
Bambusa tulda and Bambusa nutans are widely planted along the 
fences. 


The common shade trees along roads and on village wasteland are 
Ficus benghalensis (Bara) and Ficus religiosa (Aswatha). 


The usual plants in the ponds are various species of beautiful lilies 
and lotus; all belonging to the family of Nymphaeaceae. The other 
common aquatics are Pistia, Trapa sp., Myriophyllum sp., Ludueigia 
adscendens, Nyphoides, Hydrilla verticillata, Hydrocharis sp., Ottelia 
sp., Ceratophyllum sp., Villisneria sp., etc. The water Hyacinth Eichhor- 
nia crassipes, spreads widely in the ponds, canals and other water Sources. 


(iii) The western hilly region and adjoining forested — plains —This 
region contains the valuable forest of the district. Valuable tree species 
like Shorea robusta (Sal), Pterocarpus marsupium (Piasal), Ougeinia ooge- 
ineusis (Bandhan), Adina codifolia (Kurum), Xylia xylocarpa (Kangara 
Tangan), Terminalia tomentosa (Asan), Anogeissus latifolia, Bombax 


ceiba (Simuli), Chloroxylon swietenia (Bheru), Diospyros melanoxylon, 
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etc., are found naturally occurring in these forests. Small teak (Tectona 
grandis) plantations are raised throughout the plains. Besides, a 
very large number of other species like Dillenia pentagyna, Lannea 
coromandelica, Garuga pinnata, Protium serratum, Aphanamixis 
polystachya, Erythrina variegata (Paldhua), Fagara budrunga, Alstonia 
scholaris (Chhatian), Hymenodictyon Otixense (Dhauranja), Anogeissus 
acuminata (Phasi), Pongamia pinnata (Karanja), Albizia species, 
Pterospermum heyneanum (Giringa), Miliusa velutina, Miliusa tomentosa, 
Lepisanthes tetraphylla, Putranjiva roxlurghil, Polyalthia cerasoides, 
Mallotus philippensis, Streblus taxoides (Jhumpuri) and a host of other 
species abound in this region. Among the more valuable herbs are 
Rauvolfia serpentina (Patal garud), Hemidesmus indicus (Ananta mul), 
Gymnema sylvestre (Gudamari), Asparagus racemosus (Sataban), etc. 


Among bamboos the most common one is Bambusa arundinacea 
(Kanta bans) which forms extensive brakes throughout the area. These 
bamboos, particularly in parts of Narasinghapur and Badamba are of 
very good quality. Salta (Dendrocalanus strictua) bans also occurs 
in Narasinghapur and in a small part of Badamba. Balangi bans 
(Oxytenanthera nigrociliata) is also found in the upper reaches of the 
Haldiaseni hills of Badamba. 


Rauvolfia serpentina, the world famous wonder drug ‘Reserpine’ 
is extracted from the root of this plant which is locally called Patal Garuda. 
This plant, though found in forests of this district is nowhere available 
in abundance. It is worthwhile carrying out large scale plantation of 
this herb as there is heavy demand on the roots of the plant. 


FOREST 


Except for the hilly region forming the western territory of the 
district and the marshy strip stretching along the coast the entire 
alluvial plains forming the major portion of the district is practically 
devoid of forest. The forest area of the district as given by the 
Principal Chief Conservator of Forests is 1,791°21 sq.km. including only 
497°31 sq.km. of reserved forests. The percentage of forest area to the 
geographical area of the district is only 16 against the state average 
of 38°5 per cent. (But NRSA, the National Remote Sensing Agency 
reports that not Morethan 25°3 per cent of the geographical area of 
the state is now under forests). This is very much below the recommen- 
dation ofthe National Forest Policy of 1952 and 1988 which prescribes 
that there should be a minimum of 4rd of the area under forest and 
tree cover; but in the hilly and mountainous regions the aim should 
be grd area under such cover in order to prevent erosion and land 


degradation and to ensure stability of the fragile eco-system, 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


GENERAL 47 


The per capita forest area comes to only 0.03 hectare against the state 
average of 0°22 hectare. (The per capita land area of the district is 0°20 
hectare). Prior to merger of the four ex-states and abolition of zamindaris 
particularly the permanently settled estates which formed the Rajwara 
whose status was akin to that ofthe ruling chiefs of the Garhjats, there 
were much more forest areas which have been deforested since then 
for various reasons. The Principal Chief Conservator of Forests 
reports that between 1948 and 1990 an area of about 950 sq. kin. 
including 125sq. km. of reserved forests has been deforested. In the 
permanently settled estates like Sukinda, Madhupur, Darpan and 
Damparha bordering Garhjats and in the coastal ex-intermediary areas of 
Kanika, Kujang and Aul (Aali) forest areas were not very much 
insignificant. But some years before the advent of Independence the 
zamindars who had absolute right over the forest, leased out extensive 
forest areas to people even from outside the State. No doubt the Orissa 
Preservation of Private Forests Act, 1947 and also the Orissa Act I 
of 1948 prohibited leasing of forest land by zamindars without prior 
permission of the Collector, but this had no salutary effect as by then 
much damage had been done. 


Forest Law 


The Indian Forest Act, 1927 was in force in the entire district 
excluding the four ex-states of Athagarh subdivision. But 
no forest was notified as a reserved forest under the Indian Forest Act. 
Since no rules of management were framed under that Act, the 
zamindars were in full control over disposal of forest lands and forest 
produce. Only about 7 sq.miles (18°13sq. km.) of Dalijora zamindari 
forests were managed by Government with the consent of the zamindars. 
With the abolition of zamindaris, the forests are vested in the State 
Government. Butthe management of the ex-zamindari forests continued 
to be under the Revenue Department till 14th November, 1957 when 
this was transferred tothe control of the Forest Department. But the 
forests of Banki Khasmahal area were managed by the State Government 
under the Indian Forest Act from the beginning. 


Each of the princely states of Athagarh, Narasinghapu, Badamba 
and Tigiria had its own system of forest management under the advice 
of late Dr. H. F. Monney, a well-known forest €xpert, who was forest 
advisor ofthe Eastern Agency. Forest plans and rules for management 
were drawn up and executed, as in case of most other ex-states, for 
reserved and unreserved forests under his expert guidance and advice. 
Generally speaking they were divided into ‘A’ class reserves where 
reservation was absolute and ‘B’ class reserves which were meant for 
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‘Nistar’ rights ofthe villagers, but were worked in coupe system. The 
village forests were known as Khesra forests. ‘A’ and ‘B' class reserves were 
generally demarcated but village forests were not. Ali wastelands 
in the villages were included in the term ‘village forest’. Nistar holders 
who were paying Nistar cess were entitled to take unreserve species free 
of charge for their own consumption but not for sale from village 
forests or from ‘B’ class reserves and not from ‘A’ class reserves. On 
merger, the Indian Forest Act, 1927 was extended to those areas by 
the Administration of Orissa States Order, 1948 with effect from 
Ist January. 1948. Later on the extension was enacted in the Merged State 
(Laws) Act, 1950. For effective management of the forests, the Indian Forest 
Act was amended in its application to the merged territories by the Orissa 
Amendment Act XI of 1954 which inserted section 20-A to that Act. 
Under this provision of law any forest land or wasteland in the 
merged territories which had been recognised by the Ruler as re served 
forest in pursuance of any law, custom, rule, order, working plan or 
register, etc. immediately before the merger shall be deemed as reserved 
forests under the Indian Forest Act. All other forests which were 
recognised in the merged territories as Khesra forest or village forest, 
etc. shall be deemed to be protected forest under the Indian Forest 
Act, | 


The Indian Forest Act, 1927 was repealed on enforcement of the 
Orissa Forest Act, 1972 which came into force w.e.f. 14th July, 1972. 
This Act follows the Indian Forest Act with minor variations here and 
there. Under section 81 of this Act forests recognised in the merged 
territories as Khesra forests, village forests or protected forests other 
than reserved forests by whatever name designated or locally known 
shall be deemed to be protected forest under this Act. Neither under 
the Indian Forest Act nor under the Orissa Forest Act any land in the 
district was declared asa “‘village forest” which is meant forthe benefit 
of the village community, and so no statutory rules for management 
of any village forest was framed. Recently for effective management 
Of social forestry schemes and for implementation of the internationally 
aided forest schemes like SIDA (Swedish International Development 
Agency) the Orissa Village Forest Rules, 1985 has been framed. 
After this a few areas have been declared as “village forests” to enable 
the Forest Department totake up Social Forestry schemes for the benefit 
of the villagers. 

Forest Area 

The different categories of forest area in the district such as the 
reserved forest, unreserved forest, protected forest, undemarcated pro- 
tected forest, ex-zamindari and unclassed forest at different periods of 


time ranging from Ist April, 1936 to 31st March, 1990 are given in the 
Table 1. | 
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The fluctuation in the areas of forest in the district at different 
times as discernible from the Table 1 is due to the merger of the forests 
of the ex-states, zamindari forests and Lakhraj forests. During the years 
1948 to 1990 there had been atotalloss of 949°56 sq. km. which included 
124°67 sq. km. of reserved forests, 786°25 sq. km. of protected forests and 
38°64 eq. km. of other forests. For sometime as in other parts of the 
state there had been a steady deforestation experienced in the district. 
The reason of deforestation may be ascribed to the conversion of the 
forest into land suitable for cultivation, illegal felling of trees by the 
unscrupulous contractors, installation of transmission lines, operation 
of various irrigation projects, opening of industries, construction of 
roads and buildings, railway lines, and above all, smuggling of timber 
and firewood. However, in recent years a number of steps have been taken 
for the development of forests at the government level and through 
private and local agencies. Forests in the district are now mostly met 
within Athagarh Division and in Sukinda area. 


Forest divisions and area covered 


For administrative convenience, the forestry functions of the state 
has been divided functionally and territorially into territorial, wildlife 
and kendu leaf divisions. Besides, there are Social Forestry, Forest 
Development Corporation, Cashew Development Corporation, ete. 
functioning in the district for specific forestry functions. The district 
is mainly formed into a single territorial division, namely, the Athagarh 
Forest Division with its headquarters at Athagarh which was created 
on the 3rd February, 1950. The division covers major portion of the 
Cuttack district except Sukinda, Rajnagar, Kanika and Banki Tahasils. 
The Sukinda portion lies inthe Kendujhar Forest Division and the Banki 
area is placed underthe Puri Forest Division. For conservation and 
preservation of wildlife the district has been divided into two wildlife 
divisions, namely, Rajnagar Mangrove (Wildlife) Division and the 
Chandaka Wildlife Division at Damparha. These forest divisions are 
managed by the Divisional Forest Officers. Other subordinate staff 
assist them. For development of social forestry there is a Deputy 
Director, Social Forestry Project at Cuttack. The operational works 
ofthe kendu leaf inthe district are carried out by the Assistant Conservator 
of Forest at Cuttack and the Narasinghspur Kendu Leaf Range under the 
Anugul Kendu Leaf Division in the district of Dhenkanal. For develop- 
mental activities there is a Conservator of Forest Development Circle. 
The Plantation Manager, Afforestation, Cuttack, looks after the afforesta- 
tion activities in the district. 


As mentioned above the total forest area in the district is 1,79{-21 
sq. km. (as on 3lst March, 1990). In the Table Il is given the 


forest area of different divisions separately under different classes as stood 
on the 3lst March, 1990. 
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Character of Vegetation 


The forests of the district can be broadly classed as Moist Tropical 
Forests. The various types into which the forests can be divided are: 


(a) Climatic dimax  types—- 

(i) Orissa semi-evergreen 

(ii) Moist Sal 
(b) Subsidiary Edaphic type-Northern Moist bamboo brake 
(c) Seral types— 

(i) Beach forest 

(ii) Tidal forest 

(iii) Riverine froist deciduous 

(iv) Coastal Sal 


A brief account of the floristics of the various types of forests are 
given below: 


(a) Climatic dimax type 


(i) Orissa semi-evergreen—This type of forest is found mostly 


in the moist valleys and a representative patch can be seen in 
Dalijora forest areas. 


The main tree species are Garuda, pinnata, Protenun serratum 
(Nembura Mai), Ailanthus excelsa (Malimba), Alstonia  scholaris 
(Chhatian), Annogeisus accuminata (Phasi), Pongamia pinnata (Karanj), 
Hymenodictyon excelsum (Dhauran, Albizzia stipulata (Ghoda lenjia), 


Pterosperus hyeneanum (Giringa), Erythrina uariegata, Var, Orientalis 
(Paldhua), Sarca indica (Asok), etc. 


In the understorey several evergreen species, e. g., Fagara budrunga, 
Lepisanthes tertraphylla, Putranjiva roxburaghii, Macaranga peltata, 
Amoora rehituka, Pelyalthea ceresoides, etc. are present. 


Typical evergreen shrubs are Phylloclames spinesa (J humpuri), Glyce- 
smis pentapylla and Clearodendron serratum. 


(ii) Moist (penisular) Sal: This is by far the most valuable type of 
forest met within the district and constitutes the best part of the 
Narasinghapur-Badamba and Athagarh forests. 


The principal species, as indicated by the name of the type is Sal 
(Shorea robusta). Good quality Sal is available in Narasinghapur. 


Associated with Sal the following species are generally found: 
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In the valleys Terminalia tomentosa (Asan), Engenia jambelana 
(Jamu), Adina cordifolia (Halanda), Proteum serratum (Nembura mai), 
Lagerstroemia parviflora (Sidha), Pterocarpus marsupium (Piasal), Termi- 
nalia belerica (Bahada), Mangifera indica (Mango), Anthecaphadus 
cademaba (Kadam) are the main associates. On the hill slopes the associates 
are Ougenia dalbergioides (Bandhan), Anogeissus latifolia (Dhaura), 
Schleicher trijuga (Kusum), Bridelia retusa (Kasi), Dalbergia latifolia 
(Sisoo), etc. In the forest Xylia xylocarpa (Kangada) is sometimes found 
in pure patches, 


In the understorey the common species are Malletus philippinensis 
(Kamalagundi), Cassia fistula (Sunari), Polyalthea ceresoides (Potamassu), 
Casseria tomentosa, Ardisia solanacea, Cipadessa fruticosa, Holarrhena 
antidyscenterica (Kurhei), Kimenia acidessima, etc. The shrubs are 
Flimingia species, Desmedium species, Indegofera  pulchella, etc. 
Common climbers are Milletia suriculata, Bauhinia vahli (Siali), Combretum 
decandrum, Zizyphus oenoplia (Kontai Koli) and Smilex macrophylla 
(Muturi). 


Important herbs are Asparagus recemosus (Satabari), Rouvolfia 
serpentina (Patal Garud rare), Swertia angustifolia (Chiraita, Bhuinimba), 
Hemidesmus indicus (Ananta-mul), etc. 


Sabai (Eulaliopsis binata) and Bhul baduni (Thysandena maxima) 
are found locally. 


(b) Subsidiary Edaphic type 


Northern moist bamboo brake—Along with the forests of Orissa 
semi-evergreen and the moist sal as discussed above, are also found pure 
extensive patches of bamboos, mostly Bambusa arundinacea (Kanta 
bans). These brakes are found throughout the western part of the 
district on level ground with deep soils. Bambusa arundinacea is, 
therefore, a good indicator for areas suitable for teak plantations. 


(ce) Seral type 


(i) Beach forests—Beach forests are found in the deltaic zoné 
on high lands not inundated by tidal water. Detail description of 
the plant community of this type has been discussed under Botany 
ofthe said zone. 


_ (ii) Tidal forests—These are the mangrove formations in the deltaic 
zone. The plant communities of which have been discussed in detail 
previously inthe chapter under the Botany of the said zone. 

(iii) Riverine moist deciduous—Though this is of rare occurrence 
in this district, a very distinct patch can be seen alongthe river Baitarant 
(within, the durisdiction. of this cflistrict) near Akhuapada. The main 
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species is Anogeissus accuminata (Phasi). Also found along with this 
species are Terminalia tomentosa (Asan), Terminalia arjun (Arjun), 
Lagerstroemia flerejinae (Patoli), Scheichera trijuga (Kusum), Strychnos 
nox-vomica (Kochila), Butea monosperma (Palas), etc. 


(iv) Coastal Sal—This type is pecvliar to Orissa only and is found 
in areas with greater humidity associated with the coastal climate. 
Sal is more mixed with miscellaneous species, and the undergrowth 
includes more and more varied evergreen small trees and shrubs than in 
the “Moist Sal’. This is a stable subclimax type to semi-evergreen 
conditioned by burning, and with the introduction of fire protection, 
progression rapidly sets in connecting with the establishment of a dense 
evergreen undergrowth including tree species. Regeneration of Sal is 
usually deficient or absent in this type. This type of forests can be 
met within Dalijora forests. 


Dillenia  pentagyna, Terminalia tomentosa, Bridelia retuga and 
Ardina cardifolia are the main associates of Sal in the top canopy. 
Eugenia jambolana, Proptei serratum, Polyalthea ceresoides, Macaranga 
peltata and Cycas circinalis (Arguna—one of the most ancient plant in the 
world) are foundinthe second storey. The Kanta Bans is often met 
with. The shrubs are Webera, Psychotria, Ardisia humilis, Leca sp., 
Strobilanthes species, The grasses are Thysa nolessa maxima, Imperata 
cylindrica, Panicum species. Common climbers are Bauhinia vahh, 
Combretum decardrum, Butea superba (Nati-Palas) and Zizyphus oenoplia., 


Forest Management 


Only the forests of the ex-states of Narasinghapur, Badamba, 
Tigiria and Athagarh, and the Dalijora private forests were under 
regular management. But no comprehensive plan was drawn up for 
any forests. A working plan drawn up for the Narasinghapur forests 
by Dr. H. F. Mooney was in force even after the merger of the ex- 
state. The forests of Badarnba and the Dalijora private forests were 
being worked under sanctioned working schemes. The Atha garh and 
the Tigiria forests were also working under schemes, Which however 
were not detailed and comprehensive. The working in the ex-zamindari 


forests, which were transferred to the Forest Department Was 
unregulated. 


The forests were being worked mostly by selection and coppice 
systems. Annual coupes were laid out in the reserved forests. The 
coupes in the ‘A’ class reserved forests and those of the 


‘B’ class 
reserved forests on which there was not much local demand 


Were sold 
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by public auction every year. The local tenants were allowed to take 
their domestic requirements of forest produce from ‘B’ class coupes 
and protected / village forests. 


The major portion of the bamboos of the district had been leased 
out to the Titagur Paper Mills. Now the bamboo coupes have been 
nationalised and are worked under the Orissa Forest Development Corpo- 
ration Ltd. 


The timber coupes of Athagarh are nationalised and arc worked 
under the Orissa Forest Development Corporation Limited. 


The timber coupes of Sukinda are exploited departimentally in 
Kansa and Daitari felling series. 


No coupes are worked in Chandaka and Puri Division as the 
forests of the area are included in Elephant sanctuars 


Forest Produce 


Major Forest Produce—Timber is the most impcitant foicst produce. 
Before road transport was introduced timber from Nasasingharur had 
been floating down the Mahanadi and its brancles to the remotest 
villages in the coastal plains. Sal isthe most impcortaut timber. The 
other important timbers are Piasal, Teak, Bandhaus, Kasi, Kangada, 
Siris, Sisoo, Asan, Kurum, Dhaura, Giringa, Phasi, etc. The mangrove 
forest of the coastal region meet the local needs of firewood, material 
for cottage-building and agricultural implements. INowadays owing to 
the scarcity of timber all types of trees are used for house-building, 
furniture-m king and making of small agricultural implements. 
Miscellaneous timber species are used for the purpose of firewood 
and charcoal making. 


Minor Forest Produce—Firewood from t ose forests, particularly, 
those of Athagarh and ex-zamindari forests has a very good market 
in Cuttack and other urban areasin the district. 


Bamboo is also an important produce from the forest of the district. 
The other important minor forest produce of the district are Harida, 
Anla, Karanj seeds, Char seeds, Genduli and other gums, Mahua 
flower, Mahua seeds, cashew, Sal seeds, Bana Tulsi, canes, barks, 
roots, Asoka, Dhatuki flowers, arrowroot, Siali and Salleaves, Sal seeds, 
marking nuts (Bhalia), Gilo, Patal Garud, honey wcx, resin, nux-vomica, 
Kamalagundi and above all% Kendu leaves for bidi making. Kendu 
leaves though very important inthe interior distiicts cf tie state, 1s. not 
so important here as in the coastal areas the leaves tend to become 
thick and less pliable. 
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Forest Development 


The importance of forest lies in accelerating the economic growtn 
and maintaining the ecology of the district as well as the country at. 
large. In recent years the administration has become more consctous 
to check deforestation and develop forestry at various levels. Thit 
forests have an intrinsic right to land has now been felt deeply. 
Previously forest was permitted on residual land not required for any 
other purpose. For development of forests more emphasis has bcen 
laid on plantation and afforestation on a large scale. The afforestation 
works jathe reserved forests are also taken up by the Orissa Plantation 
Development Corporation. Regular plantations are raised by the 
territorial forest divisions as per the working plansand working schemes. 
Under the State and the centrallysponsored plan schemes, plantation 
has been extended to roadside lands and marginal lands which are 
not suitable for agricultural purpose. These works are being «:nder- 
taken under the Social Forestry, National Rural Employment Programme 
(N.R.E.P.), R.L. E.G. P. etc. schemes at different times. The Horti- 
culture and the Soil Conservation Departments also undertake plantation 
and alforestation programmes. Some voluntary organizations, and 
the Yubak Sanghas at viilage level have also come up mm the line. 
Phe coastal shelter belt niantations were raised under central assistance 
to profect the coastal districts from the ravages of cyclone and MOVIN 
sand dunes. , 

The achievement and ihe exvenditure incurred with regard to 
plantation / allorestation in the district under various schemes fron 
the Pourih Pian period io Seventh Plan period (The figures for 
the First Plan fo Third Plan period being reported as nil in the 
districi } os gsven in Appendix J. 
ee pane ei wrens Ass is hes Plan periods 
reserved forests have been covered Gade: oa a hes eerie 
Aedes eect ae para gies plantation schemes 
Besides. 7 iakhs of sesiliace have bean Phe ¢ Forest Department. 

7 5 rivuted and 25,950 km. 
no Sr) and 390 km. of casuarina and avenue plantations 
respestively have been done at a total cost of about 10°64 crores of 

me ‘ ce : : 
ene st aha — Deira under Food for Work 

: ‘sus on the survival rate of these 
plantations, With the destruction caused by the goat d cattl 
frequent drought conditions and smuggling mca - ma ae 

a 1 district 

(50 also in the State ) it is doubtful whether any appreciable percentas 
this achievement existsin the field. Most of the cigtercac a. 
nee ae a peas in Khesra forest in the ex-state a 
upon by the villagers for 


or were leased out by the Tahasilda 
“land to landless”, eee ee 


one 
reas 
Cultivation 
Programme of 
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Coastal Shelter Belt Plantation 


To protect the coastal areas from the ravages of cyclonic storms 
which are quite frequent and consequent tidal waves and spreading 
of coastal sand dunes, the State Government took up afforestation 
within one kilometre belt of the sea coast as an anti-cyclonic measure 
fromthe year 1974 onwards under the Coastal Shelter Belt Afforesta- 
tion Division with headquarters at Cuttack. The division had jurisdic- 
tian over the coastal areas of Cuttack, Puri and Baleshwar districts. 
Apart from preventing the coastal areas from cyclone and sand casting, 
the afforestation work also aimed at supplying firewood to the people 
of the coastal zone as well as improving the social environment. Under 
this scheme casuarina, cashew and Cocoanut plantations were raised 
all along the sea coast of the district and on the estuaries of the rivers 
Devi, Mahanadi, Brahmani and their branches. The scheme was aboli- 
shed in the year 1984 by which time 7,880.59 hectares of sandy coast 
of the district had been covered with such plantation. The planta- 
tion works were undertaken upto 30th September, 1990 by the abcve 
division under the Orissa Plantation Development Corporation. Now 
this Afforestation Division is under the Orissa Forest Development 
Corporation. It is raising plantation in inland zone as well as coastal 
zone under centrally sponsored Fuel and Fodder Project to meet rural 
firewood and fodder requirements. The division is headed by the 
Divisional Plantation Manager. He is assisted by the Deputy Divi- 
sional Plantation Manager. 


Social Forestry 


The National Commission on Agriculture who had gone into the 
question of conflicting claims of agriculture, industrtes, etc. and the 
local needs for small timbers and fuel on the forest land had suggested 
in 1976 a pattern of forest policy and development which is known 
as Social Forestry or man-made forest. Keeping in view the recommenda- 
tions of the National Commission on Agriculture, Social forestry was 
included as a centrally sponsored plan scheme in all the states of India. 
Some international agencies like SIDA (Swedish International Develop- 
Ment Agency) also came up in a big way to assist the Centre and 
State Governments for raising Social Forestry in their respective 
areas. Social forestry Project, Phase-I was taken up in Orissa under 
SIDA Aid Programme from the year 1983-84. The social forestry 
activities in the district started from 1st April, 1984. The Forest 
Acts had also envisaged setting aside a part of the village land as forest 
by declaring such land as “village forest” either under section 30 of 
the Orissa Forest Act or under Sec. 28 of the Indian Forest Act 
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(since repealed by the Orissa Forest Act, 1972) for the benefit of the villa- 
gers to meet their social needs of small timber and fuel, etc. So that they 
do not encroach upon the reserved forests which are to be kept under 
permanent tree cover. The intention was to make statutory rules for 
management of the village forest by the local people and prescribe 
conditions and limitations for use of the forest products of village 
forests and their duties in respect of protection and improvement of such 
forests. The State Government of Orissa for the first time framed a 
set of rules called “Village Forest Rules’ in 1985 with a view to involving 
the village community and for ensuring their co-operation and participa- 
tion for successful implementation of the social forestry programmes. 
To facilitate implementation of the centrally sponsored and SIDA 
schemes of social forestry certain lands in the district have since 
been declared as “‘village forest” under Section 30 of the Orissa Forest 
Act in 1972, so that the plantations raised in those lands may be prote- 
cted and managed for the benefit of the villagers. Between May 1989 
and February 1992, 4480°25 hectares of government land in 563 villages 
in different Tanastls, particularly in Sukinda, Banki, Kendraparha, 
Baclamba, Narasinghapur, Athagarh, Darpan, Dharmashala, Marshagha, 
Barachana, Cuttack Sadar, and Kujanga which were recorded as ‘Gramya 
Jungle’ have been notified as “village forests’ in which ovlantations 
have been taken up under SIDA aided-scheme for the benefit of tiie 
villagers. To protect and manage those plantations, Village Forest 
Committees have been formed under the Orissa Forest Rules, 1985. 


Under SIDA , Plantations are also taken up in the uncultivated 
marginal and fallow private lands to help the rural poor. The Deputy 
Director, Social Forestry Project Division, Cuttack is the administrative 
head in respect of the district who in turn is under the over all contro! 
of. the Director, Social Forestry, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar. A brief note 
on different schemes under this project is given below. 

(i) Village Wood lots—The scheme provides technical and planting 
stock support and organise the villagers to take up tree plantation 
in the— 

(a) Government wasteland and community lands, 
(b) degraded barren hills, 


_ (c) road-side strips along village Panchayat roads, Canals, fore 
shores of tanks, and 


(d) institutional lands for raising fuel, fodder, fruit and Minor 
forest produce and small timber generating species in these 
lands. | : | : . 


Fr: ee of 4,343 mectares ve been covered aa a scheme ‘till 
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(ii) Reforestation and Rehabilitation—This scheme views to 
reforest and rehabilitate the already degraded and depleted forests 
and all protected forests where normal protection and_ reforestation 
activities have not been Successful in the past. The local villagers 
are involved in the scheme to redevelop the existing growth through 
tending and clearing operation supplemented with sap planting work 
aiming at generation of fixed natural forests to meet local demand. 


A total of 4,568 hectares have been covered under this scheme 
till 1990-91. | 


(iii) Institutional Plantation—New forests are being created on the 
community, institutional and Government lands under the auspices 
of the voluntary organisations like Yubak Sanghas and public insti- 
tutions so as to cater to the socio-religious and the recreational needs of 
the villagers as well as the young students. The plantations are being 
done without aiming at any production from such areas, A total of 42 
hectares have been covered under this scheme till 1990-9]. 


(iv) Farm  Forestry—Individual farmers, organisations and 
institutions are encouraged to plant trees for the purpose of fcdder, 
firewood, small timber and fruit onthe periphery and otherwise unpro- 
ductive lands. This will also help increase the standard of living of a 
large number of small farmers. A total of 95,955 lakh seedlings have 
been distributed under this scheme till 1990-91. 


(v) Forest Farming for the Rural Poor (FFRP) —Under this scheme 
some landless poor and the tribals are selected from the villages. They 
are allotted with individual plots of land and technical help, seeds, fertilt- 
Sers, pesticides, etc. are provided to them with a view to give them tempo- 
raryemployment and improve their econcmic conditions, The bene- 
ficiaries are given usufructory rights over the growing stock raised by 
them under the agro-silvicultural practices where agricultural crops 
are raised by the selected beneficiaries. A total of 2,442 hectares havo — 
been covered under this scheme till 1990-91. 


Till 1988-89, a total expenditure of Rs. 3°60 crores has been incurred 
under the above SIDA schemes. 


Wildlife Protection and Game Laws 


The north-west region of the district abounded in numerous games 
and birds in their forests. The rulers of the ex-states of Athagarh, 
Tigiria, Badamba and Narasinghapur had their own shooting rules for 
the preservation of the wildlife. The shooting and hunting of wild 
animals and birds used to be regulated under the provisions of the 
Wild Birds and Animals Protection Act, 1912, and the Orissa Govern- 
ment Reserved Forests Shooting Rules, 1938. 
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A similar set of rules was applicable to all the reserved and 
Khesra forests. Shooting in the forests of the ex-state areas was the 
prerogative of the ruling chiefs and their guests. This also applied 
to Rajwaras of Sukinda and Kanika. Common men were strictly 


prohibited from shooting in these forests. Shooting was an item of 


recreation of the royal families only. As aresult, plenty of wild 
animals were preserved in the forests. After Independence and with 
the merger of the ex-states new Acts such as the Elephant Preserva- 
tion Act, the Wild Birds and Animals Preservation Act, the Orissa 
Reserved Forests Shooting Rules and the Indian Arms Act were pro- 
mulgated in place of the previous shooting rules. Despite these Acts 
and Rules, killing of wild animals were allowed for protection of crops. 
Poaching of wild animals became rampant inthe name of crop pro- 
tection for sale of their meat, hide, trophy, tusk, etc., which had very 
good price in the market. Gradually the population of the games 
decreased. There was wanton destruction of wildlife. In Kanika area 
which abounded in wild deer particularly in Bhitar Kanika and in 
its surrounding forests, indiscriminate poaching for their meat made 
these animals scarce after abolition of the Zamindari. 


The Orissa Forest Act, 1972 (Act 14 of 1972) and the Orissa 
Forest Shooting Rules, 1973 made thereunder, was enforced in the 
entire state and applied to all the reserved and protected forests. In- 
spite of these protective measures the pernicious practice of killing 
animals and birds continued. In recent years efforts have been made 
to afford protection to the fauna and check wanton destruction of 
wildlife, Issue of Shooting licences has been prohibited and the St 
Wildlife Organisation is taking step 
per the Wildlife Protection Act, 1972 the Territorial Divisio nal Forest 
Officers of Athagarh, Kendvjhar (controlling for Sukinda area) and 
Puri (controlling for Banki) have been declared “Wildlife Wardens” t 
deal with the application of the Act 
cases registered under these Rules. 
trade and commercial activities, 
the wild animals and birds, and 
cerned. 


ate 
S$ to create more Sanctuaries. As 


) 
and Rules, and prosecution of 

They also control the movement, 
issue of Shooting permits so far «1s 
their products, derivatives ure con- 


There are two Wildlife Divisions in the district, they 
Rajnagar Mangrove Forest Division at Rajnagar and the Chandaka 
Wildlife Division at Chandaka. The former Was functioning as 
Chandbali Wildlife Division with headquarters at Chandbali in the 
district of Baleshwar til] 1990 and since January 1991 it has been 
Tenamed as the Rajnagar Mangrove Division with headqu 


are the 


arters «at 
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Rajnagar. Bhitar Kantka National Park, world famous Gahirmat)a SCiis 
turtle breeding ground, Dangamala crocodile breeding and _ rearing 
centre are situated in this division. 


Rights and Concessions 


The system of forest management and rights of tenants over 
forest was not uniform throughout the district. Although technically 
the Indian Forest Act was extended to the entire district excluding 
the ex-state areas, it had very little application in the district as most 
of the areas consisted of zamindaris either permanently settled or 
temporarily settled and practically no forest area was declared as 
reserved forest under the Indian Forest Act. The Killa zamindars 
who held permanently settled estates more or less enjoyed the same 
rights over forest as their counterparts in the ex-state areas. So they 
managed or mismanaged the forests as they liked over which Government 
had very little control. A brief resume of the rights and concessions 
that existed in the different permanently settled estates and within the 
ex-States is given in the following paragraphs. 


The same rights and concessions are also being allowed even today 
except that the schedule of rates for forest produce have been 
revised upwards slightly by the Forest Department, with effect from 
9th December, 1978. 

Killa Kanika 

The system of forest mangement in this ex-estate underwent frequent 
changes. Under the court of wards a forest cess of 8 annas (Ri. 0.50) was 
charged on those who took wood. Inthe earlier part of this century the 
Raja introduced the system of charging 6 paiss per rupee of rent which 
was collected from each raiyat indiscriminately along with the rent. The 
maximum quantity of fuel wood allowed to be taken was 100 maunds 
and in addition timber for agriculture and house building were taken. 
Asthe tenants expressed great dissatisfaction over this system the Raja 
went back to the system of levying a cess of 8 annas in 
1928 which was charged on each hearth. The maximum quantity 
was cut down to 50 maunds and wood for house building was not 
allowed. The printed form of pass which specified the kinds of 
trees which were permitted to be taken for fuel and agricultural imple- 
ments defined the maximum quantity as follows ° 


Fuel wood 50 maunds 
Langal ~ 2 pieces 
Kanti 2 pieces 
[sha . m2 pieces 
Juali ] piece 
Maigar | piece 
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Ths zamindar reserved the right to close any portion of the 
forest at will. The forest was divided into blocks some of which were 
protected and some reserved. The protected blocks were closed and 
the reserved ones were opened in rotation. Where the tenants lived 
far from the nearest open forest they had to take their boats through 
a creek in the forest for which they were charged a fee. 


The Forest Enquiry Committee in their report published in 1959 
have recorded the rights and concessions of the tenants of Kanika as 


follows : 
‘*Reserved species Nil 


Cesses Nil 

In zamindari Zapti-no rights or concessions 

In open forests =-— 

(1) The tenants can get firewood, thatching materials, agricul- 
tural implements, etc. from Char jungle, for their personal use on 
obtaining permits within the period Ist October to the 31st December 
on payment of Rs. 1-0-6 and for permits after the said period at 
Rs. 2-0-0. 


(2) The Kumbhar, Kamar and Bania tenants for their profession can 
remove firewood for preparing charcoal on payment of Re.0-2-0 (Re. C*12) 
per maund and charcoal on payment of Re. 0-2-0 per maund with 
special permits. Others may also get the above commodities on pay- 
ment of the above fees. 


(3) The ‘pahi’ tenants who require for their ‘pahi’ cultivation, 
can be allowed firewood, thatching materials, agricultural implements 
etc. on obtaining permits within 30th June on payment of fee 
Re. 0-12-6 (Re, 0°77). After this period they shall have to pay Rs. 1-9-0 
(Rs.1.56) for each permit. 


(4) Outsiders of the estate who come for cultivation purpose in 
the estate can be allowed firewood for their own use on payment of 
annual permit fee of Rs. 2°00 Those who are boat merchants can be 
allowed firewood and certain boat materials for their profession on 
payment ofannual fee of Rs. 4-0-0 for each boat from Char jungle’’, 


Killa Kuijang 
The resident tenants were allowed to take wood from the jungles 
on payment of a fee of Re. 0-4-0 (Re. 0.25) per annum for each hearth. On 


payment of Re. 0-4-0 the tenant obtained a permit which 
entitled him to take 20 maunds of dry fuel and certain amount of wood 
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for agricultural implements, as well as some creepers for thatching, 
Some classess of Jagirdars were exempted from the fees. The landlord 
reserved portions of the jungle from time to time. The & harinasi, 
Gourapada- Pitachela and Barakolitola jungles were being created ae 
reserved. Also certain trees were prohibited from being cut. a list of 
which entered on the back of the permits. The list appeared to vary 
slightly from time totime. Ifa tenant wanted more than 20 maunds 
he was charged for the excess at certain fixed rates. Six pice per maund 
was charged for dry fuel. Outsiders were charged at dovble the 
scheduled rates. Timber for house building was obtained by the resident 
tenants at certain fixed rates. | 


The Forest Enquiry Committee have recorded the rights and 
concessions in Kujang as follows : 


“A cess called Banakar at the rate of Re. 0-4-0 per family is 
realised. Villagers paying Banakar are allowed to remove free 30 
maunds of firewood and other timber required for agricultural 
improvements per annum. The Jagirdars are allowed with permits 
(Char) the forest materials for their domestic use from Raj jungles 
(Reserved forest not allowed) in lieu of services rendered to the Raja. 
Any woodcutter living in the estate is allowed. jungle materials on 
payment of double the schedule of rates for his profession’’. | 


Sukindg 


In this ex-estate the raiyats were allowed to take wood from jungle 
for fuel and other agricultural purpose free in return for their services 
which were also given free for the car festival, for thatching and for 
ploughing landlord’s Nij-chas land for one day. As per the report 
ofthe Forest Enquiry Committee, the rights and concessions of. Sukinda 
was as follows : 


“The following privileges are enjoyed by the tenants for own Use 
free of royalty— 


(1) Plough, plough handles, Isha, yoke of unreserved species 


from unreserved area. 


(2) Firewood and Jhatas of unreserved species from unreserved 7 
area for their domestic use, fencing and burning dead bodies. 


(3) The tenants get house building materials free of royalty or 
-_ at 2 concessional rates if their houses are burnt by accidental 


fire in consideration of their condition. 
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(4) For constructing irrigation Bundha in the hill streams the 
cultivators are allowed to take Jhata and unreserved 
species poles free of royalty. 


(5) The hill people are allowed to take for their domestic use as 
well as for sale of minor forest produce such as Mohua 
and Kusum. Grazing fees are realised only from out- 
siders.”” 


Killa Harishpur 


The right to cut jungle was not exercised by the raiyats free of 
charge. Permits were issued by the estate for taking fuel with a charge 
of one rupee for boat load or 8 annas (Re 0.50) for 8 head load. 


Marichpur 


This estaic was situated in Puri district but thirty-cne villages of this 
estate lying to the left of the river Devi have been transferred to Jagatsin gha- 
pur Tahasil in 1969. In this estate the raiyats were allowed to take 
wood for domestic and agricultural purposes from the estate jungle on 
payment of a Banakar which was assessed on the number of married 
men in each family. The rate was 2 annas for each married man up to 
5. Thereafter 6 paise upto 11 and above that one anna for each. Brah- 
mins paid at half the rates and the fishermen were exempted. No 
jungle was kept reserved. Bamboos and palm trees however, could not 
be cut without permission nor could valuable trees Such aS mango ete 
The landlord aiso did not allow Hentals to be taken. But ‘a actial 
practice the raiyats were found to take small quantity of Hental without 
objection. The Raja of Aul who purchased a Share in this ex-estate 


imposed a charge of one rupee to 2 Tupees for 100 pieces of Hental of 
quality. 


Panchikot ex-estate 


The reserved species were the same as in 
forest cess asin Sukinda as the tenants were 
free service to the Raja. Firewood for do 
Ceremonial purposes were 
royalty from unreserved spe 
taken free. Minor forest p 
of fixed royalty. 


Sukinda and there were no 

required to render certain 
mestic purpose and other 
allowed to be taken on Payment of fixed 
cies. But fuel for burning dead bodies was 
roduce were allowed to be taken on payment 
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1, “The tenants were entitled to remove unreserved species free 
of charge for their personal use with permission. 


2. The Kamaras, Thataries and Sunnaries who render services 
to the Raja and temples are entitled to manufacture charcoal free of 
charge from the dry and useless species of unreserves and reserves. 


3. The Kansaries are entitled to do charcoal business on payment 
of annual fee of Rs. 2-0-0. 


4, The Kumbharas are entitled to remove firewood for their business 
on payment of schedule of rate in return of service tothe Raia’. 


No rights and concessions existed in other ex-zamindar! forests. 


The rights and concessions in the ex-States were as follows: 


Athagarh 


Forests were divided into two classes, reserved and protected, by rules 
in 1924. Protected forests were all areas apart from reserved forests and 
alienated areas if any, and homestead lands. Rules applying to protected 
forests thus applied to practically all forest growth. By the proclama- 
tion of 1940, it was promised that Khesra or village forest would be 
allotted to every village as close as possible, and fuel, wood for agricul- 
tural implements, etc. would be allowed free, and the use of such forest 
would be regulated by the village Panchayat. There were 28 classcs 
of protected trees but this number was later reduced {to 14. There was 
a fuel cess of half anna (Re. 0:03) per rupee of land revenue. Holders ot 
rent free grants did not pay this cess. Persons, paying fuel cess, were allowed 
to remove unreserved trees from protected forests after taking permits 
which were issued free. A special cess of one rupee used to be levied on 
washermen, blacksmith and others who need large quantities of fuel, 
but this was abolished bythe proclamation of 1940. Thesame proclara- 
tion also abolished grazing fees except for outsiders. 


Badamba 


Forest Rules were framed in 1933. There was no working pian 
but instructions in Mooney’s notes were followed. 


There were ‘A’ and ‘B’ class reserved and village forests. In “B’ class 
forests Nistar cess payers were allowed to take their requirements. The 
rate of ‘nistar cess’ was 3/4 anna per rupee of land revenue. All waste 
lands not included in A or B class forests were included in village forest; 
and amendment of the definition prescribed that individual trees and groups 
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of trees were deemed to be village forest. There were seven B blocks; 
only 4 blocks were divided into 20 coupes and each block was divided 
into two felling series annually and out of them one coupe in each was 
opened for Nistar. All villages paid Nistar cess. The maximum distance 
of a village from the forest was 6 to § kilometres. Option was given to 
the villagers to pay or not to pay the forest cess if they did not wish to take 
forest produce. . 


Unreserved species below 5’ girth could be cut without 
permission. If the tree was of reserved species it could be felled and sold 
by auction if permission was applied for, by the department. There were 
1S reserved species. Trees of reserved species on village lands were allowed 
at half the normal royalty, for agricultural implements materials were 
supplied free from coupes; for other purposes reserved species could be 
taken at half royalty. If sufficient materials were not available in B class, 
A class forests could be opened for such materials to Nistar paying 
raiyats and two coupes were so opened in 1937. No grazing fees 
were charged except on professional graziers. 


Bound:ry lines were cleared by the tenants at the rateof Rs.3 per mile 
(1'6 km.). Boundary lines of B class forests were cleared free by the raiyats. 


Narasifghapur 


Forests were divided into 3 classes, A, B and Khesra under rules 
framed in 1933. The Khesra forest included all wasteland not included 
in reserve or B class forest. The first working plan was prepared in 1941. 
There were 7°5 sq.miles of B class forest which was divided into 2 blocks 
of 20 coupes each. One in each block was thrown open every year. 


Traders could take timber or forest produce from Khesra forest on permits 
issued by the ex-state under the rules. 


There were nineteen reserved species of trees and forest rule 32 de- 


Clared them reserved in Khesra forest. In practice the reservation was 
extended to cultivated holdings also. 


Nistar cess is paid at one anna(Re.0-06)per acre of wet lands and half 
anna per acre of other lands, Non-agriculturists paid four annas per ote. 
Nistar payers were entitled to take wood for their personal use from the 
Khesra or B Class forests trees of unreserved species provided they did 


not exceed Sft. in girth or standing on the bank of any stream or tank 
Kandhas were exempted from Nistar cess. The Nistar cess Was impos 4 
for the first time in 1918, | — 
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Raiyats could graze ten heads of cattle free (seven extra cattle for every 
ten acres/over ten acres of land cultivated) and fees were charged for excess 
cattle at four annas per buffalo and two annas per cow. The settlement 
report of 1919 records that out of 211 villages in the ex-state there was no 
forest within village boundaries in 98, and in 87 there was no grazing 
ground even. In the remaining Mouzas there were bushy jungles or 
bare hills not even fit to meet the fuel need of the village. At the time 
of the last settlement there was no grazing fee except on professional 
graziers. 


Maintenance of forest boundary lines is divided among the villagers 
and Rs.3 per mile is paid. 
Tigiria 

There were no A class reserves after 1940. There were B class 
reserves and village forest. All wasteland and scrub jungle were included 
in village forest. There were nine reserved species including bamboos. 
The reservation extended to trees on cultivated holdings. 
There were 3 blocks of B class forests. Each block was divided 
into 30 coupes one of which was opened every year. In 1940, fifty acres 
of village forests were included under B class reserve, and this caused some 
dissatisfaction among the ralyats. 


Nistar cess payers took unreserved species from village forests 
free and for reserved species they paid half the usual royalty. In B 
class forests the same rights were exercised by Nistar payers. But no 
large trees of any species were allowed to be taken. People of all 
villages paid Nistar cess even ifsome villagers got no benefit out of 
it. It was one pice (1/4 anna) per rupee of land revenue whereas 
non-agriculturists paid 12 annas (Re. 0°75) to two rupees per house. 


Free grazing was allowed throughout the forests except coupes 
less than 8 years old. Even non-Nistar payers did not pay grazing fees 
and there were no professional graziers in respect of whom grazing fee 
could be charged. 


On non-agriculturists who followed professions like basket making, 
sweetmeat manufacture, etc. a fee per houseof 12 annasto Rs.2 


was levied. 
FAUNA 


Wild animals are no longer plentiful in the forests of the 
district. Extension of cultivation, mining and above all unrestricted 
shooting, particularly after the merger of the ex-states and abolition of 
zamindaris, have contiributed towards this perceptible diminution in 
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the number of varied games of the district. In the district, forest is 
mostly confined to the areas of Narasinghapur, Badamba, Tigiria and 
Athagarh(the four ex-states of the district) and the ex-estates of Sukinda 
and Dalijora and to some extent Kanika. The north-west region of 
the district was full of wild animals such as tiger (Pantera tigris), bear 
(Melur susursinus), panther (Panthera pardus), bison (Bibous quarus}, 
Sambar (Rusa unicolor), spotted deer (Axis axis), barking deer 
(Muntiacus mantjak), mouse deer (Moschiola menin), percup ne 
(Hystix leucura), wild pig (Sue  christatus), wild dog (Cuon 
alpinus), squirrel (Ratufa indica), mongoose (herpestes) and others 
Their number has considerably gone down inrecent years. 


Flephants occasionally visit the forest of the district from the 
adjoining reserved forests of Dhenkanal. Wild dogs are met at times 
but the number of wolves (Canis lupus) are gradually vanishing froin 
these areas. Depredations of man-eaters are not infrequent although 
those of rogue elephants are rare. The hilly areas of Banki, Damparha, 
Madhuvur, Darpan, Kalkal, Balarampur and others are practically 
barren and contain no animal of importance exCept probably a few 
panthers, hyaena (Hyaena hyaena), jackals (Canis aureus), foxes 
(Vulpes Dengalensis), hares (Lepus reficandatus), wild cats (Folis chaus), 
civet cats and Indian ant eater (Bajrakapta). 


The forest of the low-lying land near the sea, although not rici 
in variety of games, contain herds of spotted deer, wild pigs, etc. Black 
bucks (Antilope cervicapra) are rarely found in the coastal sands of 
the district. 


The black-faced monkey (Presbytes entellus) and the red-facec! 


rhesus monkey (Macca mulatta) are usually found in the towns as well :1< 
in the rural areas. 


Birds 


Among the important birds found in the district the followiny 
deserve mention. a, 


Peafow!l (Pave cristatus) confined to the hilly areas of the west and 
the north-west. Red jungle-fowl (Gallus gullus), red spurfow!} 
(Galloperdix spadicea), black patridge (Francolinus francolinus) 
grey patridge (Francolinus pondicerianus) found in the shrub jun 1 | 
of the coastal ereas. Grey hornbil (Tockus birostis), green sae 
Boyal pigeon, imperial pigeon, the common and * fantail 


es 
Pigeon, 
6Dine 
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(capella gallinago) and painted snipe (Rostratula benghalensis) are 
found in the coastal region. Seasonal ducks of many varieties are 
also found in this region. 


Reptiles 


Crocodiles and alligators, tortoises and turtles are found in large 
number in numerous rivulets, nallhas and creeks of the district. 
Bhitara Kanika abounds in crocodiles while Gahiramatha is very 
famous for  sea-turtles. 


Godhi or monitor lizard (Varanus mojutor) though rare are found 
in the bushes inthe villages. Because of the commercial use of its 
skin Godhis are slaughtered bythe people. The Pohala Endua or 
chameleon (Chamaeleon zeylanicus) is a very common reptile found in 
wooded areas almost everywhere. The largest Indian lizard-water 
monitor lizard (Varanus salvator) and also the land monitor (YV. 
flavescens) are seen in large number inthe Bhitar Kanika National Park. 


Different varieties of snakes are found in the district. Among 
the poisonous snakes mention may be made ofthe king cobra or 
Ahiraj (Naja hannah) and Naga or Gokhara (Naja naja), that are 
quite common. Vipers (Boda) are also seen inthe hilly areas of the 
district. The other poisonous snakes are the banded krait (Rana) 
and common krait (Chiti). The non-poisonous snakes such as python 
or Ajagara (Python Pmolurus), Dhamana (Ptyas mucosus) and 
Dhanda (Natrix piscator) are usually met with. Python, though non- 
poisonous, often appears to be dangerous inthe forest. It can swallow 
calf and kids. Human life is also not safe from its powerful 
coils. Some venomous and non-venomous sea-snakes and water 
snakes are found in Bhitar Kanika area. Death due to snake bite 
Is not negligible. 


National Park/Sanctuary 


Gahiramatha under the Rajnagar Mangrove Division of the district 
occupies a unique place inthe country for its sea-turtles. It is one of 
the largest breeding grounds of “Olive ridly’ sea-turtles that come in 
lakhs every year during the months from December to April from the 
distant Pacific Ocean to lay their eggs inthe Ekakulanasi, the Gahira- 
matha beach of the Bay of Bengal near the river mouths of Mahanadi, 
Brahmani and Baitarani. The proposed fish landing Centre at Talchua, 
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on the southern side of Kalibhanja reserved forest about 15 km. to the 
west of this Gahiramatha beach for which a World Bank funded jetty 
is being constructed at an estimated cost of 84°94 lakhs of rupees with 
50 percent assistance by the Government of Indiafor operation and 
servicing of about 90 trawlers and mechanised boats is apprehended to 
be a threat to this turtle nesting centre. Tbe State Government in 
Fisheries Department notification No. 22781/FARD, dated the 27th 
December, 1993 and No. 7463/FARD, dated the 11th April, 1994 have 
also prohibited fishing within a seaward radius of 20 km. of Gahira- 
matha Wildlife Sanctuary. A public interest litigation is subjudice in 
the High Court of Orissa for restraining the State Government from 
operating this jetty and the road from Rajnagar to Talchua now under 
construction, to prevent further damage to the ecology of this 
sanctuary. The Indian Navy and the coast guard render valuable 
assistance in protecting lakhs of sea-turtles which come to breed in 
Ekakula ‘and Gahiramatha area, from the poacher’s nets and egg 
collectors, mostly coming by sea from West Bengal. 


In the midst of the numerous rivulets, nalJhas and creeks of this region 
lies the salt-water-crocodile breeding centre at Dangamala adjacent to 
Bhitar Kanika Wildlife Sanctuary. In the year 1972, Bhitar Kanika forests 
were declared a sanctuary and from the year 1975-76 the two research 
projects for salt-water-crocodiles and Olive Ridly sea-turtles were 
taken up at Dangamala and Ekakula withthe assistance from the 
World Wildlife Fund and the United Nations Organisation. Till 
March 1991 as many as 1972 crocodiles have been hatched, reared in 
the rearing ponds at Dangamala and released to be rehabilitated in 
nature inthe numerous creeks of this zone. 


Dangamala has at present (1990) in captivity at its research ponds 
and rearing ponds 435 crocodiles from 15 year-old to hatchlings. It has 
the unique distinction of having reared the world’s second white crocodile 
(Sankua) in captivity in the country. 


The Bhitara Kanika Sanctuary was declared a National Park on the 
3rd October, 1988 for its ecological, faunal, floral, geomorphological 
and zoological association and importance, and for the purpose of protec- 
ting, propagating and developing wildlife therein and its environment 
It is famous for its mangrove trees which are a rare species in India 
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The National Park extends overan area of 650 sq. km. To open up 


this sanctuary area to tourists and others a road is Under construction 
from Rajnagar to Talchua along with three bridges on the way. It is 
apprehended by the environmentalists that this road will have adverse 
effect on the Bhitara Kanika sanctuary. Besides, anarea of 100 acres in 
Sunei-Rupei forest block within the Bhitara Kanika Wildlife Sanctuary 
has been selected for dereservation and rehabilitation of 395 families of 
Satbhaya and Kahnupur villages which are inimminent danger of being 
eroded by wave action of the Bay of Bengal. Government of India have 
been moved for environmental clearance under the Forest (Conservation) 
Act, 1980. The State Government have sanctioned Rs. 94°25 Jakhs in 
March 1991 for this rehabilitation scheme. There is strong opposition 
by the environmentalists for implementing this scheme by dereserving 
this sanctuary area. 


Apart from crocodiles and sea turtles, the park accommodates 
a variety of reptiles, birds and mamnzals, on which conservation, 
research and management programmes are now in progress. The 
important mammalian fauna of the erstwhile sanctuary and_ the 
present National Park include leopard, jungle cat, fishing cat, 
sambar, barking deer, black buck, hyena, percupine, wild bear, 
cobra, Naga, otters, etc. More than 150 varieties of birds are 
found in the National Park which include water birds such as 
painted stork, open billed stork, Darter, cormorant, Herens, egrets, 
plovers, sand pipers, curlew, kingfisher, stink, stilt and while ibis, etc., 
in addition to a number of resident and migratory birds like bar-beaded 
greese, whistling teal, common teal, Brahminy duck, garganey flamingoes, 
craues, etc. Dolphins are also found. Different variety of fresh and 
salt waterfish abound in the water channels here. 


A portion of the Chandaka Elephant Sanctuary is located in this 
district covering an area of 75 sq. km. of the Damparha Wildlife Range 
under the Chandaka Wildlife Division. This sanctuary spreads over 
an area of 2306q. km. and it is adjacent to Nandankanan Biological 
Park and Lion Safari. It is now engaged in preserving and protecting 
Wild Elephant habitat. 


The fringe of Satkosia gorge sanctuary on the river Mahanadi also 
comes within the district on Narasinghapur side where the fresh water 
crocodile or Magger are being released to nature by the Crocodile 
Breeding Centre at Tikarparha of Dhenkanal district on the banks of the 
river Mahanadi. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


52 CUTTACK 


Fish 

A large variety of fish are found in the sea, rivers and tanks 
of the district. However, the district is rich in marine fish while 
compared to the fresh water fish. The prawns from paradeep port 
arca are famous for their size and delicacy and help the State earna 
handsome foreign exchang:. Hilsa, which gives a very good taste, 
are caught in season. Fish, preserved by drying in the sun called 
Sukhua is a favourite dish being particularly popular with boatmen, 
carters. etc. The varietics of fish found in the district can be 
categoriesed into three parts, ie., (i) fresh water, (ii) brackish water 
and (iii) marine according to their habitation. 


(i) Fresh Water Fish--The most common fresh water fish are th: 
Rohi (Labeo cohita), Bhakur (Catla caila), Mirkali (Cirrhinus mrigal:), 
Kalabainsi (Labeo calbasu), Bilati Rohi (Cyprinus carpio), Grass 
carp. (Ctenopharyngodon idella), silver carp. (Hypophthatmichthyes 
molitrix), Pohala (Labeo bata). Kau (Anabas testudineus), Magur 
(Clarias bitrachus, Seula (Channa striatus), Chital (Natopterus chitala), 
Jalanga (Silonia — siflondia), Balla CWallago  attu.) and Chungudi 
(Machrobrachium rosen bergot, Machrobrachium malcomsonn)),. 


Gi) Brackish water Fish—The brackish weter fish available in the 
district are the Khainga (Mugil cephalus), Mengia (Mugil speigleri), 
Bhekti (Lites calcarifer), Khuranti (Sparus sarba), Kundala (Etroplus 
suratensis), Kantia (Arius-coilatus), Sahala (Eleutheronama tetradactylun), 
Patus (Kewala covla), Tlisht (Hilsa iflisha), Bagda (Panaeus monodon, 
Penacua s2misulcatus), Chapda (Pengalsius indious), Chungudi 


(Metapenacus sapp.) and Jalanga (Pangasius pangasius). 


(iit) Marine fish—In the district quite abundant are the marine 
fishes which mostly include Tlishi (Hilsa illisha), Dhama ( Hilsa toll), 
Kala Chandi (Parastromateus niger), Dhala Chandi (Pampus chinensis), 
Bhekti (Lates calcarifer), Paniakhia (Magalops cyprinoides), Sahalo 
(Eleutheronama tetradectylum), Borei (Johnius dussumieri), Kokili 
(Anchoviella indica), Kantia (Arius arius), Rupapatia (Trichicurus 
haumela), Champa (Scomb2romorus commerson), Magura (Carcherhinus 
gangeticus), Khanda (Chirocentrus doval), Bagda (Penaeus monodon), 
Chapda (Penacus indicus), Khopra. (Metapenaeus sapp.), Chunegudi 
(Acetes indicus) and Newaor Bumnalo (Harpodon neherus). 
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Mortality from reptiles and wild animals 


Mortality from snake bites and attack of wild animals occurring 
in the district during the years from 1986 to 1990 is given in the following 
table : 











‘Year Death Death due to attack of wild animals Total 
due to ——— ee , 
Snake bites Elephant Tiger, Bear and Other 
Leopard wolves wild 
and others animals 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
1987 .. 62 | 2 65 
1988 .. 70 14 84 
1989 .. 50 1 9 60 
1990 .. 33 4 38 
CLIMATE 


A hot summer, high humidity almost all the year round and good 
seasonal rainfall are the main features of the climate of the district. The 
cold season from December to February is followed by the hot months 
of March, Apriland May. The period from June to September constitutes 
the south-west monsoon and the next two months, i.e., October and 
November, the post-monsoon season. 


Rainfall 


Records of rainfall in the district are available from a good network 
of 21 rain gauge stations. Adetailed account ofthe rainfall at these stations 
based on all available data upto 1980 as given by the Additional Director 
General, Meteorology (Research), Pune is given in Appendix-IE. 
Frequency of annual rainfall based on the data from 1901-1980 
is given in Appendix IH of this chapter. The average annual 
rainfall in the district ts 1,510°8 mm. The rainfall during the south-west 
monsoon months, 1.e., from June to September constitutes nearly 75 per 
cent of the annual rainfall. The heaviest rainfall is in the month of July. 
Some rainfall, mostly as thunderstorm, is experienced in May and October. 
The variation in the annual rainfall from year to year is not large. In 
a period of eighty years from 1901 to 1980 the highest rainfall amounting 
to 148 per cent of the normal occurred in 1925. The lowest annual rainfall 
which was sixty-four per cent of the normal was received in 1957. 
During this eighty-year period the annual rainfall was less than eighty per 
cent of the normal in five years only and none of them were consecutive. 
It may be seen from Appendix III that in forty-eight years out of seventy 
eighty years rainfall in the district was between 1,300 mm. and 1,800 mm. 
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On an average there are seventy-two rainy days (i.e. days with 
rainfall of 2‘5mm.or more) a year in the district. This number varies 
from sixty-five at Korei, Paradeep and Salepur to eighty-one at Sukinda. 


The heaviest rainfall in twenty-four hours recorded in the district was 
498°6 mm. at Jagatsinghapur on the 20th of July, 1889. 


A statement showing monthly annual rainfall in the district from 
1981 to 1992 is given in Appendix II (A). 


Temperature 


There are two meteorological observatories in the district. The 
one at Cuttack is having sufficiently long period of data which may 
be taken as the representative of the climatic conditions of the district 
as a whole. Thehilly areas of the district have slightly colder tempera- 
ture during winter and hotter during summer. But in the coastal 
regions the climate particularly in summer is milder than in the interior. 
The district is not directly on the tract of the cyclonic storms which 
frequently cross Orissa during the monsoon season and the extremes of 
climate are more marked than in most other parts of the neighbouring 
state of Bihar. There is steady rise in temperature from the period 
March to May. With March the heat approaches, and by April the 
hot weather has fairly set in. May is usually the hottest month with the 
mean daily maximum temperature at 38°8° C and the mean daily minimum 
at 269°C. On some days the maximum temperature rises upto about 
47°C in May and June; while the mean temperature falls from 31. 4°C in 
the hot weather months to 30°8° C in the monsoon season and to 24°7°C 
in February. Itis one of the hottest districts in the state. The account of 
William Bruton, one of the small band of Englishmen, who first visited 
Cuttack in 1633, shows how intensely they felt the heat. On the 28th 
of April he writes. ‘‘Atthe hours of between eleven and twelve of the 
clock, It was so excessively hot that we could nottravel, and the wind 
blew with sucha sultry scalding heat as if it had comeforth of an 
Ove OF furnace, such a suffocating fume did I never feel before or 
rae sa eae se months due to the prevailing high humidity, 
though the heat is cea . ia aren ~ shan 7 ane 
io ike die eer a — - ape there is some relief due 
dnd Morland eecnenie a A ea ternoons, During March 
accompanied by strong conned wi 4 - aera paella 
ture. With the onset of the ane ies hag ag tla ie 
drop appreciably, but the night ee ea a foe ee Pa hig aed 
summer season, With the withdrs a a continues to be as inthe 
night temperatures begin to feces. hs ae a easeon, both day and 
being more marked. The cold ean pater oe yee aes 

er commences in the beginning 
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of November andthe mornings and the evenings are chilly. December 
is the coldest month with the mean daily minimum of 15°5°C. 
Occasionally cold waves affect the district in the wake of western 
disturbances passing across north India and the night temperatures 
may then drop down to about 8°C. 


The highest maximum temperature recorded at Cuttack was 47.7°C 
onthe 2nd May. 1957 and the lowest minimum was 7.8°C on the 4th 
January, 1923. 

Humidity 

Relative humidity is generally high about 75 per cent throughout 
the year. Humidity in the coastal area of the district is comparatively 
more than in the interior parts. The driest part of the year is the cold 
and summer seasons when the afternoon relative humidity ranges between 
40 and 60 percent. Owing to the excessive humidity, the dew formation 
is at its maximum in the beginning of the cold weather season. 
Appendix IV shows the normals of temperature and relative humidity 
of the district. 


Cloudiness 


Sky 18 overcast or heavily clouded in the south-west monsoon 
season. In the later half of the summer season and in October, 
sky is moderately clouded. In the rest of the year sky is mostly clear 
or Slightly clouded. 

Wind 

Winds are generally light. The winds in the coastal region are 
Stronger than in the interior. In the south-west monsoon season, 
winds are mainly from south-west or west. In the post-monsoon or 
cold seasons, winds are calm or light and variable in direction. In 
summer, winds blow from directions between south and west. Appendix V 
gives the mean wind speed of the district. 


Special Weather Phenomena 


Most of the depressions and storms originating in the Bay of Benga! 
in the monsoon season cross the coast of Orissa and moveina westerly 
to north-west direction. These affect the district causing wide- 
spread heavy rain and dusty winds. Similarlythe post-monsoon storms 
also affect the district occasionally. Thunderstorms are common during 
the period from March to October. During the cold season fog is 
experienced occasionally. Mist or Kuhudi as locally known, are also 
common features during the months of January and February which 
affects the mango blossoms in some years. 


Frequency of special weather phenomena in respect of the district 
is given in Appendix VI. 
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APPENDIX I 
Plantation Achievement 
a. Reserved Forests 2703 hectares 


b. Outside Reserved Forests 50,490 hectares 





Period 
Name of the Division/Organisa- 4th Plan (1972-73 Sth Plan (1975-76 
tion to to 
1974-75) 1979-80) 
Phy. Achi. Fy. Achi. Phy. Achi. Fy. Acht. 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (3) 





Orissa _— Forest Development 1,203'0v 8,43,300°70 1,979°21 ha. 1,11,568,19°2] 
Corporation (Previously Orissa 17,520 Rkm. 
Plantation Development Corpora- 19 km. 
tion/Coastal Shelter Belt Affore- 
station Division) 


Social Forestry Project, Cuttack 
(SIDA) 


Kendujhar 


(Territorial Division Sukinda irs ae 348°00 ha. 


279,230°00 
Range only) 


Athagarh (Territorial Division) 


Rajnagar (Mangrove) 


Puri, Damparha (Banki) 560°00 ha. 107,910°00 18 ha. 18,450°00 


ee 


Total 1,763°00 ha. 9,51,210°79 — 24,345'21 -11,454,499-21 
17520 R.km. 


19 km. 


eee 


(Conid.) 
Phy. Achi.—Physical Achievement 


Fy. Achievement—Financial Achievement 


ha.— Hectare 


Rkm.—Row Kilometre 
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a 


Name of the Division/Organi- 6th Plan (1980-81 t 
, - ey 7th Pl: 985. 
sation 1984-85) lostone nee 
te en A ela ee 


— 


. . ~ ane 
Phy. Achi. Fy. Achi, ‘Phy. Achi. Fy. Act 


(1) (6) © (8) 0) 
a 


Orissa Forest Davelopment .. NE dis 1,84,8218'19 6,569.°50 ha. 314 60,385°36 





Corporation 8,365 Rkm. c 

(previously Orissa 19.21 cert 
Plantation Development 46°41 km. lakh no 
Corporation seedlings 


Coastal Shelter Belt 
Afforestation Division) 


Social Forestry 793'00 ha. 2,138,569: 15 
Project, Cuttnek (SIDA), ; ; 96 7,878°00 ha. 36,070,616°75 
Kendujhar. 

Kendujhar im 110°00 90,570°00 1772,00 : 
Territorial Division 8 1 Rice’ 865 69 
(Sukinda Range only) Qtl., Wheat- 


1,182°44 Qtl. 


Athagarh -» 1,715°5D ha, 1,465,794°09 2,770'80 ha. —6,306,087.25 
(Territorial Division) 27 Rkm. 38 Rkm. 
Rajnagar -- 258°45 ha. 179,611°00 230'09 ha, 414,560°00 
(Mangrove) 140 km. 

Puri, Damparha (Banki) va 218 ha. 173,943°00 44°20 ha. 48,546°00 
a 

Total »» 7,793°33 ha. 18,897,706°15 19,291°50 ha. 75,122,404°36 
8,392 Rkm. 38 Rkm. Rice-86,568 
46°41 km. 306°50 Otl, Wheat 
69°802 1,182 -44 Qtl. 
No. of 
seedJing 


a 
Phy, Achi—Physical Achievement (Concld.) 
Fy. Achi—Financial Achievement 
ha.—Hectare 
Rkm.—Row Kilometre 
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APPENDIX II 
NORMALS AND EXTREMES OF RAINFALL 








Station No. of Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May 
years 
of data 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (3) (6) (7) 
Aul (Aali) es 44a 10°5 26°0 21°7 36°8 110°6 
0°7 1°6 1°5 2°4 5°0 

Cuttack (Observatory). . 9 a 11°4 25'S 22°6 29°6 78°5 
b 0°7 1°6 1°4 2°1 4°7 

Badamba es 55 4 11°9 30°2 24°8 36°9 67°1 
b 1°0 1°8 1°9 2°9 4°9 

Barachana nt 37 a 17°9 21°2 21°6 43°1 100°'6 
b 09 11 1°4 24 4°7 

Baramul (Hydro) a 22 a 11°4 2271 30°0 26°7 47°5 
b 0°9 1°0 1°9 2°5 3°6 

Binjharpur oi 39 2 {5'1 25°9 24°2 34°6 97°9 
b 0°7 1'2 1°3 2°1 4°9 

Cuttack is 55 a 10°5 28°6 18°9 28°8 772 
b 0°9 1°6 1°2 2°0 4°6 

Jagatsinghapur os 52 a 13°8 20°2 20°3 31°2 87°2 
b 09 1°4 11 1°8 4%3 

Jajpur mc 58 a 12°9 23°1 24°13 43°0 87°8 
b 09 1°5 1°9 2°8 54 
Kendraparha é 52 a 13:2 28°5 19°3 37°4 82°3 
b 08 1°§ 1°2 2°0 4*2 
Salepur ee 33 4 10°5 31°1 13°38 21°9 78°9 
b 0°7 1 "6 0°9 1 *3 4-4 
Sukinda a 36a 17°6 24°7 20°0 35°4 91-7 
b 09 1°6 1°4 2°7 6+1 

a -_—_—_—— ees 
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Station No. of = Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct. 

years of 
data 

(1) (2) (8) (9) (10) (il) (12) 

Au] (Aali) eis 4a 201°4 354°5 291°0 258°5 191°8 

b 9°8 14°4 13°8 11°7 T4 

Cuttack (Observatory). . 19 a 220°3 343°8 351°2 246°5 151°6 

b 11‘1 15°83 15°9 12°9 74 

“" Badamba as 55 a 211°0 333°8 322°5 253°6 135°5 
b 111 15°7 15°0 12°6 67 

Barachana ie 37 a 245°4 366°7 333°3 216°8 150°2 

b 10'1 15°0 15°7 11°5 69 

Baramul (Hydro) va 22 a 224'0 358°0 328°0 264°7 145° 

b 11°2 16°9 17°3 13°6 Tl 

Binjharpur mi 39 a 233°5 365°2 301°5 241°3 153°0 

b 10°0 14°3 13°9 11°6 66 

Cuttack 7 55a 229°3 346'2 364°4 241°5  —-:152°8 

b 11°2 15°0 15°6 12°8 71 

Jagatsinghapur os 52 a 230°3 397°7 367°0 265°6 199°6 
b 10°] 15°2 14°7 12°9 7°2 

Jajpur .. 58a 226°0 334°4 321°0 246°8 145°6 

b 11°2 14°8 15°0 12°4 6°5 

Kendraparha = 52a 2186 326°3 289°5 222°5 1562 

b 9°7 14°1 14°0 11°9 6°5 

Salepur . 53a 201°0 292°5 292'2 223'4 1513 

b 9°2 13°4 13°4 11°6 6°5 
Sukinda ae 36a 201°9 378°2 352°2 256°8  126°2 

a= b 10°7 18°0 17°0 13°7 73 
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Ae ner a a pre 


Station No, of Noy.  —- Dec. Annual Highest Lowest 
years of annual = annual 
data rainfall rainfall 
as %of as %of 
normal normal 
& year & year 
ee Le 
qa) (2) (13) (14) (5) (16) (17) 
Aul (Aali) 44a 66'3 6.6 1,575°8 161 63 
(1925) (1921 ) 
b 20 O°4 70°8 
Cuttack (Observatory). . 79 a 34°7 4°9 1,520°6 155 58 
(1956) (1957) 
b 1°5 0°3 75°4 
Badamba is 55 a 38°3 6°4 1,472°1 134 74 
(1933) (1918) 
b 1°5 O'4 75°5 7 ay 
Barachana 37 a 47°2 1°5 1,565°6 151 46 
(1944) (1939) 
b 16 Ori 71°5 
Baramul (Hydro) 22a 170 0-9 = 4,475°4 130 7 
(1956) (1957) 
b 1°3 01 77°4 
Binjharpur 39 a $1°0 Zi 1,545°3 166 63 
(1925) (1918) 
b 1°5 0-3 63°3 . 
Cuttack 7 55 a 63°9 6°3 1,548°3 158 61 
. ~ eed agg 1936) (1918) 
Jagatsinghapur S2a 67°7 69 —-1,707°6 156 68 
(1936) (1935) 
b 1°7 O'3 717 
Jai e ° 
ajpur 58 a 43'8 6°2 | 1,514°6 161 73 
—_ ; ’ a es 
enadcraparha 52a Stl 6'1 1,450°9 174 G7 
(1925) (i918) 
: b 15 0'4 6871 _ 
alepur = 53 a 44°9 5°8 1,368°5 168 87 
sukinda 7” 36a 33°5 3°8 1,542°0 140 65 
b 16 ee ve (1946) (1935) 


aca 
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i ee et ey 


Station No. of Heaviest Rainfall in 24 hours* 











year of ree An. — 
data Amount Date 
(mm) 
(1) (2 (18) (19) 
Aul (Aali) a 44a 381-0 1967 Sep. 93 
b * 
Cuttack (Observatory) ‘ 719. a 320° 1933 Aug, 94 
b 
Badamba re 55 a 219°7 1947 Aug, 27 
b 
Barachana = 37 a 236°2 (922 Jul, 04 
b j 
Baramul (Hydro) ck 22 a 218°6 1961 Sep, 07 
b 
Binjharpur Ls 39 a 279°A 1925 Jun, 38 
b ; 
Cuttack ia 55 a 416°8 1934 Aug, 1) 
b : 
Jagatsinghapur - 52 a | 498°6 1889 = Jule OW 
b 
Jajpur - 58 a 303°5 1907 =Aug, 729 
b 
Kendraparha is 52 a 401°8 1925 Jun, 27 
b 
Salepur 53a 317°5 1925 Jun. 27 
b - - 
Sukinda . 3a. 227°8 1940 = Jul. 08 


= sat oe eee ee ener rae 
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Station No.of Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May 
years of 
data 

(i) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) () 

Tigiria ai 22a 11-8 36-0 13-2 17-1 69°7 
b 0-76 1-7 1-1 1-4 3°5 

Dharmashala i 49 a 13-1 25-8 22-9 54-7 100-4 
b 0-9 1-7 1-6 3-3 39 

Korei = 35 4 12-3 20-2 21-5 37-9 91-8 
b 0-9 1.4 1-6 2-2 32 

Rajkanika “A 43a 13-0 23-9 23-1 35-6 88-3 
b 0-8 1-3 1-5 2:1 4-2 

Pattamundai ss 32 a 14-8 35-6 23°6 33-8 103-4 
b 0-8 1-8 1-2 2-1 4-5 

Athagarh = 48 a 12-0 27-8 16-0 27-5 72-4 
b 0-9 2-0 1-2 1-9 49 

Narasinghapur - 53 a 13-3 28-9 20-8 36-1 71-2 
b 0-8 1-7 1-7 25 46 

Banki (Bankiya) ” 57 a 11°8 29°7 18'6 26°3 64°1 
b 07 1°7 13 20 4° 

(oleae Port 1S a 17°6 6°5 26'7 23°5 $43 

1°0 0°5 1°4 14 ; 

Cuttack (District) a 13°2 25°8 21°4 33°2 : 
b 08 1°5 14 9 46 


a 
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a, 





Station No. of Jun. Jul. Aug. Sep. Oct, 
or 

(1) (2) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) 

Tigiria 4 22 a 247°4 310°7 292°9 213°3  135°5 

b 9°5 14°7 14°9 11°3 6'1 

Dharmashala ee 49 a 228°6 376°2 338°9 229°6 =: 143°3 

b 10°8 15°9 16°2 122 6°4 

Korei es 35a 208°2 340°0 285'2 199°7 = 125°3 

b 10°6 13°5 13°0 10°1 5 

Raj Kanika gle 43a 2122 319°8 305°0 264°6 213°7 

b 36 13°7 13°0 11°7 73 

Pattamundai - 32 a 210°4 378°7 313°8 226°6  185°3 

b 9°5 14°] 13°9 10°8 73 

Athagarh ite 48 a 215°1 346°8 335°7 217°1 =—-:121°9 

b 11°4 16°5 16°4 13°5 6°4 

Narasinghapur - 33a 225°9 367°9 308°6 217°3 111°6 

b 10°7 16°4 1571 11°7 5°8 

Banki (Bankiya) os 37 a 227°6 329°0 323°1 242°3 140°5 

b 10°8 14°9 14°6 12°2 69 


Paradeep Port 15 a 225°7 329°3 345°9 242°9 206°3 


(Obseryatory) 
b 88 13°8 13°8 10'8 72 


Cuttack (District) ‘ a 221°1 347°4 322°0 237°7 154°4 


b 10°3 13°1 14°9 i271 6°8 


a a a a a ae 
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64 CUTTACK 
Station No. of Nov. Dec. Annual Highest 
years of annual 
data rainfall 
as % of 
normal 
& year ** 
(1) (2) (13) (14) (15) (16) 
Tigiria 22a 25°3 4°9 1,377°7 189 
(1955) 
b 1°2 03 66°5 
Diarmashala 49 a 34°0 4°5 1,572°0 180 
(1925) 
b 1°3 O°3 76°5 5a 
Korei 35 a 32°7 1°8 1,376°5 150 
(1925) 
b 1°2 O° 65°3 
Raj Kanika 43 a 82°0 5°7  ~=1,586°9 209 
(1946) 
b 20 0°3 67°4 
Pattamundai 32a 53°0 71 1,588°1 143 
(1925) 
b 1°5 0°3 67'8 
Athagarh 48 a 42°6 3°6 1,438°1 144 
(1936) 
b 1°7 Q°3 771 _ 
Narasinghapur 33 a 30°5 3°6 1,435°7 171 
(1922) 
b 1°2 0°3 72'5 
Banki (Bankiya) 57 a 39°6 58 1,458:4 157 
(1936) 
b 1°6 0°4 71°4 ei 
Paradeep Por ‘ : 
(Observatory) : =e ~~ 21°77 1,609'1 134 
(1971) 
b 3°3 0-4 65'0 
Cuttack (Distri ‘ 
ac (District) a 47*1 5°5 1,510°8 148 
(1925) 
b 1°6 Q°3 71°6 


Lowest 
annual 
rainfail 
as % of 
normal 


& year ** 


(17) 





68 
(1934) 


67 
(1911) 


67 
(1927) 


65 
(1918) 


62 
(1921) 


68 
(1921) 


61 
(1902) 


ee 


62 
(1918) 


77 
(1967) 


64 
(1957) 
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Station No. of Heaviest Rainfallin 24 hours* 
years of ’ _———- — 
data Amount Date 
(m:n,) 
(1) (2) (18) (19) 
Tigiria at 22a 2289 1936 June 13 
b 
Dharmashala ee 49 a 279°4 1944 July 3] 
b 
Korei me 35 a 223°5 1925 June 28 
b 
Raj Kanika as 43a 279°4 1946 Aug. 21 
b 
Pattamundai = 32 a 280°9 1936 June 13 
b 
Athagarh os 48 a 262°4 1936 June 13 
b 
Narasinghapur is 53 a 317°5 1899 Oct. 15 
b 
Banki (Bankiya) oe 57 a 295°4 1936 June 14 
b 
Paradeep Port (observatory).. i5a 22°6 1963 Aug. 10 
b 











4) Normal rainfall in mm. 
(b) Average numbor of rainy diys (days with raix of 2°5 mn. or more). 
*Based on all available data upto 1980. 


**VYoars of occurrence viven in b-acketsin Appendix II, Normals based on all 
available data from 1901—1980. 


Source:—Additiona! Director-Genenal, M2téorology (Research), Pune. 
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Monthly Annual Rainfall for the Cuttack District from 1981 to 1992. 


SI. 
No. 


(1) 


10. 


12, 


Month 


(2) 


January 


February 


March 


April 


May 


June 


July 


August 


September 


October 


November 


December .. 


ANNUAL 


CUTTACK 


APPENDIX II-A 


Normal 


(3) 


13.7 


21 


20.8 


34.2 


86.5 


22233 


351.8 


315.8 


229.2 


147.4 


46.7 


3.4 


1,501.3 


(Rainfall in mm. ) 


1981 


(4) 


3.0 


9.1 


36.2 


14.7 


97.2 


140.3 


182.2 


314.6 


275.8 


28.9 


1.4 


3,114.5 


1982 


(3) 


10.5 


50.7 


86.2 


34.8 


33.6 


249.5 


129.3 


388.5 


157.8 


23.7 


2.9 


1,167.5 


1983 


(6) 


7.3 


65.5 


30.7 


26.1 


63.5 


152.6 


217.8 


459.6 


266.6 


128.5 


1.9 


2.0 


1,422.1 


1984 


(7) 


0.4 


10.1 


198.9 


368.2 


569.2 


137.5 


80.2 


1,376°4 


1985 


(8) 


7.6 


74,1 


3.9 


re 


50.8 


162.4 


244.2 


2190 


308.0 


298.7 


1,655.0 
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SI. Month 1986 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 1992 


(1) (2) (9) qo) dt) (2) 3) (4) 45) 


1 January ii 18.2 3.8 is en ee 31.8 16.5 

2 February a 14.5 0.6 29.0 0.1 63.5 3.4 60.4 

3. March — = 5°9 42.4 15.8 10.4 159.0 26.9 0.1 

4 April ea 34.4 20.7 39.7 3.3 84.9 27.3 8.1 
5 May 4 98.6 nk 75.9 841 1303 33.9 141.4 

6 June : 247.9 149.0 322.7 3368 242.1 148.2 157.2 

7 July ee 297.9 378.8 254.3 2709 225.8 538.9 390.1 

8 August “4 322.2 228.1 243.1 352.9 241.7 408.1 322.5 

-—— 9 September... 252.1 118.4 366.8 168.1 2169 207.1 pon 6 « 
10 October - 177.2 93.2 99,2 31.9 213.22 177.8 123.8 

11 November... 222.5 109.3 1.7 0.2 268.4 45.9 NA 
12 December .. 11.3 0.9 me 1.6 a 0.3 NA 
ANNUAL 1,702.7 1,198.4 1,448.2 1,272.2 1,845.8 1,649.6 NA 

eee eT ea erm 1c een ee 
—— N.B (..) the mark may be treated as nil. 


Source: Office of the Special Relief Commissioner, Board of Revenue, Orissa, Cuttack. 
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APPENDIX I 
Frequency of Annual Rainfall in the District 
(Data 190i1—80) 





CUTTACK 

Range in mm. No. of Range in mm. No .of 
Years years 

a) | (2) G) (4) 
901—1000 . 1 1601—1700 3 
1001—1100 7 y 2 1701—1800 5 
1101—1200 . 2 1801—1900 3 
1201—1300 7 13 1901-2000 3 
1301—1400 7 14 2001—2100 2 
1401-1500 . 13 2101—2200 
15011600 on 15 201-2300 I 


en rly rt Hr 





ey A 





SE eh Fe ee 
ae oe 


(Data available only for 78 years) 


- 
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69 
_ APPENDIX IV 
Normals of Temperature and Relative Humidity 
: CUTTACK 
Month - Mean Mean Highest Maximum ever recorded 
7 Daily daily 
Maximum Minimum 
Tempera- Tempera- 
; ture ture 
ba af a “C Date 
Gd) (2) (3) (4) 5) 
January a 28°9 © 15°7 39°0 1971 Yan. 25 
February i 31°5 18°2 3971 1969 Feb. 28 
March _ 35°9 22" 42°8 1962 March 30 
April 383 2573 45°0 1903 April 23 
May oe 38°83 26°9 47°] 1957 May 02 
June i 35°83 26°5 47°2 1948 June 06 
July - 31°6 25°6 41°6 1982 July 04 
i August os 31°6 25'°6 37°2 1880 August 16 
September “ 32°2 25°5 37°6 1966 September 19 
October oy 32°0 23°7 40°0 1972 October 13 
November ee 30°! 18°38 35°5 1965 November 04 
December i 28°4 15°5 361 1979 December 28 
: | 31 
Annual - 32°9 22°58 
a i i 
co (Contd) 
—_ Source:—Appendices III & IV-Additional Director General, Meteorology, (Research); 


Pune, 
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i 


ini ver recorded Relative 
Month Lowest Minimum e Leonie 


08°30? 17:30° 














Per cent Per cent 








oC Date 

(1) (6) (7D) (8) (9) 
January aw 7°83 1923 January 04 80 48 
February ‘“ 9°5 1988 February 04 76 43 
March - 10°5 1987 March 01 73 41 
April ‘ 14°9 1966 April i9 71 50 
May 2% 16°5 1987 May 01 71 58 

1988 May 14 

June 17°0 1988 June 0) 76 69 
July r 18°5 1988 July 09 83 81 
August 4 19°] 1977 August 3] 83 81 
September oa 18°5 1985 September 21 83 80 
Geietes = 14°0 1985 October 22 79 72 
November ee 10°0 1987 November 30 74 59 
December i 8°S 1987 December 28 77 52 
Annual 77 6] 


NN A A tye ert feria 


*Hours I.S. T. (Coneld.) 


Source : Appendices III & IV-Additional Director General, Meteorology (Research) 
Pune. 
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CHAPTER IT 


HISTORY 
PRE-HISTORY 


The discovery of lithic tools has placed the district inthe prehistoric 
map of India. The presence of early man in this region is known from 
his stone tools. The stone tools so far found from the district belong to 
Upper Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic phases and we do not know 
yet the Lower and Middle Palaeolithic phases. In the remote past man 
was a hunter and food gatherer and the earliest stone tools were largely 
used for that purpose. Inthe upper palaeolithic, changes took place 
in the process of making stone tools and the dominant tool types were 
blade and burin. The first appearance of art also occurs in the upper 
palaeolithic. The evidence of rock-art comes from Naraj. Though very 
simple and primitive, it gives us anidea of the skills in painting. Archaeo- 
logists have been able to collect stone tools of the upper palaeolithic phase 
in the foothill of Barunavanta, in the vicinity of Mahavinayak 
temple in Darpan Tahasil. Other sites, such as, Dhanmandal, Darpan 
khas, Sunamukhi, Ranibandi, Mahagir Tanger, etc., have yielded micro- 
lithic and neolithic tools in addition to the upper palaeolithic. The chief 
mesolithic typologies are fluted core, simple flake, blade, lunate, and 
scraper, point, awl, burin, etc. The neolithic typologies include chipped 
axe, grounded and polished axe, adze, chisel, stone arrow-head and 
perforated stones. As early as 1876, V.Ball reported the discovery of 
microliths from Chaudwar along with organic materials representing 
kitchen wastes. The evidence may suggest development of settled 
habitation, however temporary, in the locality. Futher evidence of 
primitive farming and settled habitation has been obtained from Athagath 
inform of neolithic axes and perforated stones. The district is divided 
into two geographical divisions, the coastal plains in the east and the hilly 
tracts on the west. The great rivers, like the Mahanadj and its tributaries 
brought down enormous quantities of alluvium and built up the delta 
in several stages. So far prehistoric relics have been found in the lateritic 
plateau bordering the alluvial zone. One might find lower and middle 
palaeolithic tools under the alluvial deposits of the coast. There is enough 
scope for research on the Stone Age of this region; we have only made a 
beginning. We have to determine the course of human evolution, find 
out when our earliest ancestors first lived in the area, what sort of environ- 
ment they lived in and how they obtained their food. 


HISTORICAL ARCHAEOLOGY 


The district is extremely rich in archaeological remains and is 
fascinating area to study human history and culture. 
monuments, images, etc. are the main historical anti 
the district. 


a 
Coins, inscriptions, 
quities known from 
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Coins 


The earliest known coins in Cuttack district as well as in India, are 
the punch-marked coins. Silver punch-marked coins have been reported 
from th districts of Ginjam, Puri, Cuttack, Mayurbhanj, Balangir and 
Kalahandi. A hoard comprising 379 silver punch-marked coins 
was discovered at the hillock of Rameswar in Salepur — police-sation. 
These belong to the “imperial series’ punch-marked coins and bear on 
the obverse symbols, such as, sun, Sudarsanachakra, trees, hills, etc. 
The tiny symbols onthe reverse include various animate and inanimate 
objects. It is believed that such coins were in popular use during the 
Maurya period and continued in circulation inthe early centuries of the 
Caristian era. Taz Kushan coins and their imitations are known from 
Orissa. [n 1931-32, imitation Kushan coins, also known as Puri-Kushan 
coins, were discovered inthisdistrict. A hoard of about 100 copper coins 
discovered fromthe foot of Kayama hill in Dharmashala police-station 
contained besides imitation Kushan coins, 13 coins belonging to Kanishka 
and Huvishka. Imitation Kushan copper coins were discovered at 
Lalitagiri in Balichandrapur police-station of the district. The imitation 
Kushan coins in copper, carry standing figure of a Kushan king on the 
obverse and figure of a standing deity, ‘MAO’ on the reverse. Some of the 
coins, .as from Lalitagiri, contain three hill-like objects on the reverse with 
the legend tanka inscribed onitinthe characters of fourth or fifth century 
A.D. Orissa did not form a part of the Kushan empire. The Kushan 
currency along with their imitation types circulated in Orissa for three 
of four centuries after the end of Kushan rulelin northern India. The 
Guptas issued a fine series of gold coins. Orissa was not directly ruled by the 
Guptas although a few gold coins of the Guptas are known from Orissa. 
In the district, an archer type of gold coin of Chandragupta II was 
discovered from Lalitagiri. It has the standing figure of the king as an 
archer, Garuda standard onthe obverse and goddess Lakshmi on the 
reverse. Anarcher type gold coin of Vishnugupta was also discovered 
from Banki. The hoard contained a gold coin of Prasannamatra of 
Sarabhapura family of South Kosala. Gold coins, weighing 5 to 7 grains, 
very smallin size (0.9 cm. to 1.1 cm. in diameter), called Ganga fanams 
have been discovered in the district from two places, ie., Chaudwar and 
Danduasinghapur in Jagatsinghapur police-station. These fanams are 
attributed to the rulers of the Eastern Ganga dynasty. The various 


symbols on the obverse include a crouching bull, Sankha, Chakra, ete. 
while inthe reverse Ankusa, Kuthara and some numerals are depicted. 
The gold coin of Prithvideva which hails from Tigiria contains the name 
of the issuer. The excavations at Barabati fort in Cuttack city have brought 
to light a silver coin of Shah Jahan which was minted at Surat. Cuttack 
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however, had a mint during the Mughal Period. The Indian Museu, 
Calcutta, has two coins issued by the Mughals from the Cuttack mint. 
The coins belong to Shah Jahan (No.960 of Indian Museum collections) 
and Ahmad Shah whoruled from 1748 to 1754 A.D. (No.2115 of Indian 
M iseun collections). 


Inscriptions 


A number of inscriptions have been discovered in the district. 
Stone, copper plate, clay seals, potsherds constitute the writing materials. 
Short inscriptions have been brought to light as a result of excavations 
at Lalitagiri, Udayagiri and Ratnagiri. The earliest inscriptions, so 
far discovered, came from Lalitagiri and belong to early centuries of 
the Christian era. Ateracottaseal from Lalitagiri mentions Chandraditya 
who may be Vishnugupta of the Gupta dynasty. Lalitagiri has yielded 
several inscriptions in sankhalipi, datable to 6th-7th centuries A. D. 
Neulpur aid Arul were the findspots of copper plate charters of 
Subhakara If and Dandi Mahadevi of tae Bhaumakara family respectively. 
The Hanseswar temole inscription and the Chamunda image inscription 
(both in Jajpur) also belong to the Bhaumakara period. Three copper 
plate grants of Janmicjaya were discovered at Chaudwar near 
Kapaleswar temple. Copper plates of Jajati I were obtained from the 
records section at Cuttack collectorate while John Beams collected 
copper plate of Bhimaratha from Cuttack. Copper plates of Somavamsi 
king Uddyotakesari were collected from Balijhari and Sankhnamari. 
A copper plate of Devananda of the Nandodbhava family was discovered 
from Tamra in Narasinghapur Tahasil. Nuapatna yielded a charter of 
Yuvaraja Dharmaratha, son of Janmejaya If Karna, the last known king 
of the Somavamsi family. He is known from his Ratnagiri charter. 
Among inscriptions of the Eastern Ganga dynasty mention may be 
made of a stone inscription of Chodagangadeva from Jajpur, Naguri 
plates of Anangabhimadeva Ill, Chhateswar temple inscription of the 
time of Anangabhiinadeva If, Kendupatna plates of Narasinna III. 
Kaijanga plates of Bhanudeva IV and Siddheswar temple inscription of 
Narasinha [V. The Sobhaneswar temple at Niali refers to construction 


of the temple by Vaidyanath inthe 12th century A.D. An important- 
inscription of the time of Gajapati Kapilendradeva comes from 
Gopinathpur. Kosnamallikapur and Indupur have yielded Oriya 
inscriptions. A bilingual inscription (in Persian and Oriya ) 
discovered at Bidyadharpur in the vicinity of Cuttack city. Persiuy 
Inscriptions arefound on mosques at Cuttack and Jajpur. The Barabatj 


fort had two Persian inscriptions which refer to the repairs of the fort, 


—_ 


Was 
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The religious beliefs and rituals of the people find expression in 
the archaeological monuments of the district which include temples, 
stupas, viharas, caves and images of various pantheons. The 
important remains of the district are from Jajpur, Lalitagiri, 
Udayagiri and Ratnagiri. 


The temples erected inthe district generally follow the Orissan temple 
style in having a curvilinear superstructure for the sanctuary and pidha 
deula for the frontal porch. The earliest temples belonging to the 7th or 
8th century A.D. were located at Jajpur of which only detached fragments 
exist. The Bhubaneshwar Mahadev temple near Balia, on 
the bank of the Biluakhai river, is an important specimen of the early 
series of the temples and can be assigned to the 8th-9th centuries. The 
small rekha temple is triratha in plan and has Mahisamardini as one of 
the Parsvadevatas. The Simhanath Siva temple, in an_ islet of the 
Mahanadi at Simhanath, is the most important temple of the 9th century 
A.D. The main temple is a beautiful rekha deul but its Jagamohan, 
rectangular in plan like the Parasurameswar at Bhubaneshwar, has a 
terraced roof. The temple is specially famous for its Ramayana and 
Krishnayana sculptures, addition to representation of divinities of the 
Saiva and Sakta pantheons. The small Durga temple on the right bank 
of the Mahanadi river at Baidyeshwar is an important example of the 
Khakhara type and may be datable to 8th-9th centuries. The Amangai 
templein another island ofthe Mahanadi near Kandarpur is now in ruins. 
Its pyramidal Jagamohan seems to be a later addition, but the deula 
pancharatha in plan, is a developed specimen of the Orissan style. An 
inscription of the temple mentions Vichitrabhusanasya who could either 
be the builder of the temple or its presiding deity. Ruined temples 
could also be seen at Sukleswar and Ganeswarpur. While important 
sculptures from Sukleswar are housed in a local museum, the Pancha- 
pandava temple at Ganeswarpur still stands in a dilapidated condition 
along with its corner shrines. The temple is Panchayatana in plan and 
has an image of Vishnu as its presiding deity. It may be assigned to the 
10th century A.D., and like Mukteswar at Bhubaneshwar, was erected 
during the Somavamsi period. The important temples of the Ganga 
Period are Mahavinayak temple near Chandikhol (12th century), Chhate- 
swar temple (13th century) at Kisanpur, Sobhaneswar temple at Niali 
(2th century ) and Madhava temple (13th century) at Madhava. The 
Gopinath temple at Gopinathpur, now in ruins, was erected, according 
'o an inscription, by the minister of Kapilendradeva. Sathalapur in 
Jagatasinghpur subdivision, had a temple for Saptamatrikas whose 

images still exist there. Among later temples mention may be made 
ofthe Viraja temple at Jajpur and the Sarala temple at Jhankad. 
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The excavations at Lalitagiri, Udayagiri and Ratnagiri have brought 
to light stupas, viharas and numerous Buddhist antiquities. The apsidal 
Chaityagriha at Lalitagiri is unique and was renovated in different periods. 
The stupa at Lalitagiri has yielded reliquary. One of the viharas there 
seems to have reccived patronage of Vishnugupta as it is called Chandra- 
ditya viharainaseal. Ratnagiri contains two impressive viharas, remains 
of temales, several small stupas along with a main stupa. Other Buddhist 
remains in the district are found at Baneswarnasi, Kolangiri, Vajragiri 
and Langudi hill which are yet to be excavated. Buddhist images in the 
district hail from Jajpur, Kendraparha, Chaudwar, Salepur area, Cuttack, 
Tarapur, Paradeepgrah, etc., besides the important centres of Ratnagiri, 
Udayagiri and Lalitagiri. The beautiful image of Lokeswar at Paradeep- 
garth is worshipped as Vishnu-Lokanathin a unique temple of Gajapristha 
style. The discovery of detached fragments of railing posts and inscriptions 
indicate that Buddhism seems to have gained ground in the region even 
in the pfe-Gupta period. A number cf imases of the Brahmanical 
pantheon have been found indicating the progress of Satvism, Vaishnavisto 
and Sakta cult. The two- armed image of Mahisamardini, worshipped 
as the presiding deity of Viraja temple, is assigned to the Gupta period. 
Another figure of Mahisamardini from Jagatsinghapur area may be assigned, 
on grounds of style, to the early centuries of the Christian era. Colossal 
statues of Matrukas come from Jajpur and Dharmashala while the Mahisa- 
suramardint image of Sukaleswar is very impressive for its size and icono- 
graphy. Jaina images have been found at many places such as Cuttack, 
Pratapnagari, Jajpur, etc. The important specimens of metal sculptures 
come from Ratnagiri, Pratapnagari and the Salepur area. Besides the 
famous Barabati Fort at Cuttack, the remains of forts are seen at Radha- 
nagar, Chaudwar, Amaravati and Teleigarh. With the establishment of 
Muslim rule in Orissa, a new style of architecture with emphasis on arches, 
domes, vaults and minars started in Orissa and specimens of such Indo- 
Islamic architecture can be scen at their best in Cuttack and Jajpur | 
The mosque at Jajpur, according to the inscription found on it, belongs 
to the time of Aurangzeb while important mosques at Cuttack belong to 
the 17th and 18th centuries. 


EARLY HISTORY 


In the early times the area, now known as Cuttack district, was 4 
part of Kalinga. The mention of this powerful kingdom is found in 


Buddhist, Jaina and Brahminical literatures and its geographical extent 
in ancient time also varied at different periods. In the Mahabharata 


mention is made of the river Baitarani which flows in the territory of 
Kalinga. 
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(430 GME CGIEDA GQ cP aqaiesi) 


The Vana Parva, specifically mentions Viraja (identified with Jajpur in 
the district) as a sacred place of pilgrimage: 


GSSt CM OR GOI <@aG acaioea 
QAI? Gl AIG Eece aai ai | 


Srutayudha, the king of Kalinga, who supported the Kauravas in 
the Kurukshetra war was killed along with his sons. The Puranas, how- 
ever, mention that 32 Kshetriya kings ruled over Kalinga after the Maha: 
bharata war and the last king was killed by the great Nanda emperor 
Mahapadmananda. The Nanda rule over Kalinga in the 4th century 
B, C. is also corroborated by the Hathigumpha inscription which records 
that before Kharavela a Nandaraja had excavated a canal in Kalinga 
and took away the Jina of Kalinga by defeating its ruler. When Chandra- 
gupta Maurya overthrew the Nandas and established his power, Kalinga. 
had again become independent and neither Chandragupta nor his son 
Bindusar could incorporate Kalinga inthe Maurya empire which extended, 
as the evidence indicates, from the distant Afghanistan upto Karnataka 
but with the singular exception of Kalinga on the eastern coast. As recor- 
ded in the Rock Edict XIII, Asoka conquered Kalinga eight years after 
his coronation in about 261 B.C. It was the most devastating war of the 
ancient times in which 1,50,000 people were departed, |,00,000 were killed 
and many times that number perished as a result of this bloody war. 
On conquering Kalinga, Asoka was overwhelmed by remorse and gave 
up his policy of aggressive militarism. He started the new policy of Dhamma 
Vijaya and was converted to Buddhism. Kalinga became a province of 
the Maurya empire, the hilly hinterland or the attavika tract however 
was not annexed as Asoka was not interested in further conquest. In 
Kalinga, Asoka gave primary emphasis on consolidation of the newly 
conquered territory. In his special Kalinga Edicts found at Dhauli and 
Jaugada, Asoka declared, ‘All men are my children’, and instructions were 
Issued to state officials to avoid unnecessary harassment to people and 
run the administration on benevolent lines. The main headquarters of 
the administration was at Tosali while a second seat of administration 
existed at Jaugada. The coastal tracts of the present Cuttack district was 
apparently ruled by the Maurya governor from the main headquarters 
at Tosali. Very little is known about Asoka’s activities In Kalinga but 
it is possible that Buddhism became popular in Kalinga to a great extent. 
On the disintegration of the Maurya empire, a new dynasty, called Chedis; 
established their power in Kalinga. The third ruler, Mahameghavahana 

Kharavela (Ist century B. C. ) known from the Hathigumpha inscription 
at Udayagiri, was the greatest ruler of ancient Kalinga. He had his capital 
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at Kalinganagari identified with Sisupalgarh near Bhubaneshwar. After 
ascending the throne during a period of 13 years, he led military campaigns 
in different directions and made Kalinga one of the strongest powers of 
the time. On the west his power was felt in western India when he 
defeated the Rathikas and Bhojakas. In the south he defeated 
the Tamil confederacy which existed 1300 years earlier to him. In the 
north he stormed Gorathagiri, one of the hill forts guarding 
Rajagriha and pursued a retreating Yavan king as far as Mathura. 
He is known to have invaded northern India three times, and in the 
last occasion he advanced as far as Uttarapatha or the north-west 
region of India. The crowning glory of his military career was the 
victory over Brihaspatimitra, the king of Magadha, when he brought 
back the Kalinga Jina to Kalinga. Kharavelais credited with several 
public welfare activities, including repair of his damaged capital, 
renovation of a canal and excavation of caves in Khandagiri-Udayagiri 
for the use of Jaina monks.Though details are lacking, the present Cuttack 
district, could have benefited by his liberal administration. The Maha- 
meghavahan rule over Kalinga continued upto the first century A. D. 
and evenincluded parts of Andhra Pradesh. This is proved by an inscrip- 
tion found at Guntupalli in West Godavari district of Andhra Pradesh 
which mentions king Sada as the ruler of Kalinga and Mahiseka. After 
the downfall of the Mahameghavahan power, their rivals, the Sataba- 
hanas, occupied some parts of Kalinga during the time of Goutamiputra 
Satakarni but there is no evidence to suggest his direct control of the 
coastal tracts of Cuttack district. The political status of Kalinga following 
the Chedi rule is not quite clear. On the basis of Kushan and imitation 
Kushan coins discovered in several districts of Orissa, including Cuttack 
district, some scholars believe that there was a period of Murunda supremacy 
in Orissa but this is very doubtful. The Murundas, who came along with 
Kushan, no doubt established their power in some parts of eastern Irdia 
with headquarters at Pataliputra, but there is no direct evidence of their 
rule over Kalinga. The imitation Kushan coins were circulated for rea- 
sons of trade and economic necessity. The discovery of Rcman materials 
from Sisupalgarh, and several hoards of imitation Kushan coins frcm 
other places indicate the flourishing economic condition during the early 
centuries of the Christian era. The present Cuttack district and ad joining 


areas could have bein under local rulers as is evident from the Bhadrak 
inscription of Maharaja Gana. 


The Guptas 


About 320 A. D., Chandragupta established the Gupta rule in northern 
India. Samudragupta, the real founder of the Gupta empire led military 
campaigns in northern India and annexed territories which Passed into 
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his direct Control. In the south, however, he reinstalled the conquered 
rulers who acknowledged his supremacy. In the Allahabad pillar ins- 
cription, Samudragupta is stated to have defeated Mahendra of Kosala, 
i.e., South Kosala, Matsraja of Kosala, Vyaghraraja of Mahakantara 
(parts of Balangir, Kalahandi and Koraput districts). He then came down 
to the coastal area where he defeated, on his march towards the south, 
Swamidatta of Kottura, Damana of Erandapala, Kuvera of Devarashtra 
and Mahendragiri of Pistapura. Utkal and Kalinga, comprising coastal 
Orissa, are not mentioned in the Allahabad pillar inscription but find 
mention in the Raghuvamsa of Kalidasa. This would suggest there was 
no single paramount power in the region. No other Gupta king after 
Samudragupta claimed to have directly ruled over Orissa and it is not known 
clearly whether Orissa formed a part of the Gupta empire. Gupta gold 
coins have been found from Banki and Lalitagiri in this district. Buddhist 
centres at Ratnagiri and Lalitagiri received liberal patronage from some 
Gupta rulers. According to Tibetan tradition, as recorded by Lama 
Teranath in the early 16th century A. D., the Buddhist monastery at 
Ratnagiri was built by Bala, who is identified as Gupta king Narasinha 
Gupta Beladitya. Recent diicovery of a seal froma monastery at Lalita- 
girl refers to Chandraditya Vihara Samagra Aryabhikshu Sanghasya. 
Chandraditya was the title of Vishnugupta, the last Gupta tuler who 
ruled in the first half of the sixth century A.D. This would suggest that 
Vishnugupta was responsible for the establishment of a Buddhist vihara 
at Lalitagiri which was named after him. It is probable that he occupied 
coastal Orissa including a part of Cuttack district. 


The Matharas 


The Mathara dynasty came into prominence in the post-Gupta period. 
Vishakha Varman, the earliest known king established power over a small 
kingdom around Paralakhemundi but his successor Umavarman became 
more powerful to proclaim himself as the lord of Kalinga. During the 
time of Maharaja Saktivarman, the Mathara territory touched Mahanadi 
in the north and the Krishna in the south. But his successor could not 
maintain the integrity of the far-flung empire in the face of the rising power 
of the Vishnukandins of the south. The internal conflict among Ananta- 
sakti Varman and Prabhanjan Varman, the two sons of Saktivarman, 
further contributed to the weakness of the dynasty. During the time 
of Nandaprabhanjan Varman, the last known ruler, the Mathara power 
became a spent force and around 498 A. D., the Eastern Gangas started 


their rule over Kalinga. It appears that a part of modern Cuttack district 
was under the control of the Matharas during the heyday of their power 
when Mahanadi formed the northern boundary of their kingdom. 
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The Eastern Gangas, who followed the Matharas, established 
their hold over Kalinga and assumed the title of Trikalingadhipati. 
Hastivarman, who had his capital at Kalinganagar, even proclaimed 
himself as the lord of Sakala Kalinga. The Eastern Gangas tried to 
extend their power towards the west and south but the political 
climate was not favourable. During the latter half of the sixth 
century A.D.,a chief named Ranadurjaya controlled South Kalinga 
and established his capital at Pistapura, while the Eastern Gangas 
ruled in middle Kalinga. The Vigrahas ruled in Northern Kalinga 
which was called Kalingarashtra in their inscriptions. Further mostly 
the Mudgalas ruled over Tosali which included the coastal tracts of 
present Cuttack, Puri and Baleshwar districts. This extensive kingdom 
was divided into Uttara Tosaliand Dakshina Tosali and possibly the 
Mahanadi was the dividing line. Prithvi Vigraha, the ruler of 
Kalingarashtra, is known from his Sumandal copper plate dated 
Gupta era 250, i. e., 570 A.D. Loka Vigraha, the next Vigraha king, 
however, claims mastery over Dakshina Tosaliin the Kanas copper 
plate grant dated in 600 A.D. It is evident that Loka Vigraha 
defeated the Mudgalas and occupied South Tosali. But later on the 
Mudgalas could dislodge the Vigrahas from South Tosali and established 
their control over it. This is clear fromthe charter of Sivaraja, the 
feudatory of Sambhuyasa, issued from Patiakela in Cuttack district. 
Sambhuyasa belonged tothe Mudgala family which is also known as 
the Mana family and discovery of his copper plate from Soro in 
Baleshwar district and Erbang in Puri district suggest that he ruled 
over an extensive territory comprising coastal Orissa. The present 
Cuttack district seems to have formed the central part of his kingdom. 
Meanwhile, the Durjayas tried to extend their power towards Tosali. 
Prithvi Maharaja, a powerful ruler of the Durjaya family claims to 
have conquered Viranja or Viraja and issued a charter in his 49th 
regnal year. AS Viraja is identified with modern Jajpur, it appears 
that = Durjaya king controlled the area after defeating Mudgalas of 
Tosah. 


The Sailodbhavas 


The Sailodbhavas ruled over Kongada Mandal during the 6th- 
7th centuries. The Mandal probably consisted of parts of Kalinga 


and Odra. It seems to have extended from Mahendragiri in the south 
tothe river Mahanadi inthe north. They had effective ‘control over 
modern Ganjam and Puri districts which yielded several copper plate 
inscriptions of the dynasty. The legendary account of the dynasty, 
as known from inscriptions, reveal that one aboriginal chief of 
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Kalinga nam2d Pulindasena, on praying Lord Swayambhu, a royal 
person came out ofthe rock who was called Sailodbhava. The dynasty 
was named after him. 


The early members ofthe Sailodbhava family such as Dharmaraja I 
and Madhavaraja I were feudatory chiefs. The next ruler Ayasobhita I 
alias Charamparaja declared himself independent taking advantage 
of the political situation ofthe time. Madhavaraja Il who succeeded 
him, however, had acknowledged the supremacy of Sasanka. In his 
Ganjam grant dated in 620 A.D., Madhavaraja IJ is mentioned asa 
Mahasamanta “where the Maharajadhiraja, the glorious Sasankaraja 
was ruling over the earth, surrounded by the girdle of the waves of 
the water ofthe four oceans”. The combined evidence of inscriptions, 
seals and literary texts indicate that Sasanka exercised his sway over 
the whole of Eastern India. Inscriptions of Somadatta and Subhakirtti 
prove Sasanka’s mastery over Dandabhukti, Odra and Utkal. The 
Ekamra Purana records ‘“‘My devotee Sasanka, the lord of 
the earth with his mind fixed in none (except one, i.e., Siva) will 
rule the portion of the earth upto Kalinga’. This is also corroborated 
by the Ganjam charter of Madhavaraja. Hence the present Cuttack 
district might have been a part of Sasanka’s empire. The situation, 
however, changed when the Sailodbhavas asserted their power under 
Madhavaraja II. The death of Sasanka provided an opportunity for 
Madhavaraja to assume independent status. In his Khorda grant 
Madhavaraja, who was earlier a Mahasamanta, used the title of Sakala 
Kalingadhipati, a title used before by Mathara king Saktivarman who 
ruled the land between the rivers Krishna and the Mahanadi. Mean- 
while Harshavardhan conquered a large part of Sasanka’s dominion in 
Eastern India. We learn from Hiuen Tsang “proceeding eastwards, 
he invaded the station, which had refused allegiance and waged 
incessant warfare until in six years, he had fought the five Indias or 
brought the five Indias under allegiance”. It is apparent that the 
district, which formed a part of Utkal, was included in Harsha’s 
empire. H Wi Li mentions ‘‘the king after returning from the 
subjugation of Kanyodha came to Wucha or Orissa”. He is said to 
have assigned the revenue of 80 large towns of Orissa to a Buddhist 
philosopher named Jayasena. This would suggest that coastal Orissa 
was certainly under the control of Harsha but shortly after his death, 


Madhavaraja again became independent and powerful. He was 
succeeded by his son Ayasobhita II, alias Madhyamaraja I. During the 
tule of Dharmaraja II, the successor of Madhyamaraja I, Tivaradeva 
of South Kosala, taking advantage of a fratricidal struggle in Kongada 
claimed to have conquered over the coastal tract of Orissa and assumed 
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" the title of lord of entire Kosala and Utkala. He was, however, 
defeated inthe battle by the Sailodbhava ruler Dharmaraja II who 
used imperial titles such as Parama Bhattaraka and Maharajadhiraja. 
After himthere was a marked decline in the power ofthe Sailodbhavas 
but their rule lasted till 736 A. D. when the Bhaumakaras rose to 
power. 


The Chinese pilgrim Hiuen Tsang visited Orissa inthe 7th century 
A_D. and has described the condition ofthe land. In 637-38 A. D.,, 
he came Wucha (Udra or Orissa) country and from there journeying 
south-west through a forest, reached Kung-yu-to or Kongada which 
was under the Sailodbhavas. The Wucha territory according tothe 
pilgrim was “7000 7 or so in circuit. the capital city in about 207) 
round. The soilis richand fertile, it produces abwndance of grain and 
every kind of fruitis grown more than in other countries. It would be 
difficult to name the strange shrubs andthe famed flowers that gtow 
here. The climate is hot, the people are uncivilised, tall of stature 
and yellowisa-black comolexion. Their words and language differ 
from Central India. They love learning and apply to it without 
intermission. Most of them believe in the Law of Buddha. Thefe are 
some hundred Sangharamas with 10,000 priests. They all studv the 
Great Vehicle. There are 50 Deva temples in which sectarians of all 
sOrts make their abode”. The pilgrim refers to stupas founded by 
Asoka Raja and mentions a Buddhist monastery called Pushnagir: 
(Pu-se-po-ki-li) on a great mountain in the south-west frontier of 
the country. The stone stupa of it exhibited spiritual wonders and 
attracted devotees from far and near. To the north-west of it, there 
was another stupa on a mountain which also exhibited similar wonders. 
These two stupas, according to Hiuen Tsang were built by demons. 
The hill monastery of Pushpagiri has not yet been © satisfactorily 
identified. but its location inthe district may be presumed in view on 
several hillocks nestling Buddhist establishments in the past. 


The pilgrim mentions a town named Che-li-ta-lo (Charitra) inthe 
south-east frontier ofthe country onthe borders of the ocean. This 
too has not yet been correctly identified but it is evidently a port town 
for “here it is, merchants depart for distant countries and strangers 
come and go and stop here on their way. The walls of the ’ 


strong and lofty. Here are found all sorts of rare and 
articles’. 


city are 
precious 


Bhaumakaras 


The district came under the Bhaumakaras in the Sth and 9th 
centuries A. D. They had their own era called Bhauma era Which 
possibly began in 736 A.D. The dynasty ruled for two centuries in 
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unbroken line of successors. _In course of time the Bhaumakaras 
carved out a kingdom which covered coastal Orissa including _ parts of 
Baleshwar, Cuttack, Puri and Ganjam districts. In the height of their 
power the kingdom onthe north even extended to Midn:pur district. 
The dynasty is called Bhauma as it claimed descent from Bhumi or 
‘earth’. As the names of allthe kings ended with Kara, it is called 
Kara dynasty. The Bhaumakara capital was at Guheswardapataka 
which was located inthe vicinity of Viraja or modern Jajpur. The 
following is the list of kings reconstructed onthe basis of inscriptions. 


*1. Kshemankaradeva 
2. Sivakara I alias Unmattasimha alias Bharasaha 


3. Subhablara I 
ae nee ee ene err 
| | 
4. Sivakara II 5, Santikara { | 
6. Subhakara IT 8. Tribhuvana Mahadevi 
de Sebiake Ui 


9. Shantikara II elias Gayada If alias Lonabhara } 
| 


a { 
10. Subhakara IV Il. Sivakara IW alias 
alias Kusumahara I Lalitahara If 
| 
ee a ee ey 
| 12. Tribhuvana | 


Mahadevi IT 
13. Santikara III 14. Subhakara V 
alias Lavanabhara II 
15. Gauri Mahadevi 


18. Dharma Mahadevi 16. Vakula Mahadevi 
17. Dandi Mahadevi 


Kshemankara, the founder ofthe dynasty, was followed by Sivakara i 
who pursued a policy of aggressive militarism. In the inscriptions 
of the dynasty he is said to be equal to Paurav in prowess. He defeated 
the king of Radha ( qg ) and carried away his daughter. 


In the south, the Kar king seems to havo conquered Kongada and parts 





* The number indicates the order of succession of the rulers. 
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of Kalinga. Thisis corroborated by the Ganjam grant of Jayavarmandeva 
of the ‘Svetaka branch of the Gangas, which recordsthat Jayavarman 
had acknowledged the supremacy of king Unmattakesari of Viraja. 
This king may be identified with Sivakara I who had another name 
Unmattasinha. It is known from Chinese sources that in the year 
795 A.D.,aking of Wucha (Orissa ) sent an autographed Buddhist 
manascript to the Chinese eno2ror Te-Tsang.In the Chinese translation 
the Wucha king is mentioned as “the fortunate monarch who does 
what is pure, the lion”. He may be identified with Sivakara I who was 
a Buddhist (Paramatathagata) and the name literally means “one who 
does what is good”. SubhakaraIextended thesouthern frontier further 
by defeating the Ganga. In the Talcher plate he is mentioned as_ the 
conqueror of the Kalingas. It was perhaps during his reign that 
Rashtrakuta king, Govinda III, invaded Orissa and defeated the 
Bhaumakaras. But soon after Subhakara re-established his power. 
He was the first Bhauma ruler to assume imperial titles, ‘‘Paramabha- 
ttarika,” ‘“Maharajadhiraja” and ““Paramesvara.’’? The Chaurasi plates tell 
us “thzre is none in his time to supersede him in renown and 
wealth”. Subhakara I was succeeded by his son Sivakara II. During 
his reign the Kara kingdom suffered defeat in the hands of the Pala 
rulzr Devapala. One Palainscription claims that Devapala  ‘‘extermi- 
nated the race of the Utkals”, while another charter refers to the 
surrsnd2r of the Utkal king to Jayapala, the commander of the Pala 
army. The Utkal campaign of Devapala might have been a part of 
his larger strategy against theirmain enemy, the Rashtrakutas. It was 
perhaps during this critical juncture that Sivakara If was succeeded by 
his younger brother Santikara I. Withthe help of Rajamalla, a renowned 
chief of the south, he could revive the power of the dynasty. Orissa 
continued as an independent kingdom and the Bhauma kings continued 
to use the imperial titles. The next two kings, Subhakara II and 
Subhakara III ruled in peace. After the death of Subhakara III his 
mother Tribhuvana Mahadevi took up the burden of administration. 
She was the first woman ruler of the dynasty and after her Santikara II, 
her grandson, ascended the throne. Thereafter Subhakara IV and 
Sivakara III ruled over the Bhauma kingdom. Subhakara IV married 
Prithvi Mahadevi, daughter of the Somavamsi king Janmejaya of South 
Kosala. After Subhakara IV his brother Sivakara II] became the ruler 
for a short period. After him Prithvi Mahadevi, the widow of Subhakara 
IV, became the ruler and styled herself as Tribhuvana Mahadevi II. 
The Somavamsi kings wanted to control Bhauma kingdom through 
her as she hailed from the Somavamsi family. This interference 
produced reaction and ultimately she was ousted from power. The 
next two rulers were Santikara II and Subhakara V. On the death 
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of Subhakara V, there was a regular succession of four queens on the 
throne. Subhakara V was succeeded by his queen Gauri. After her, 
Dandi Mahadevi, her daughter ascended the throne. Then she was 
succeeded by her step mother Vakula Mahadevi. She was a Bhanja 
princess as she is described as ‘‘an ornament like a flag with insignia 
in the family of the Bhanja kings.” After Vakula Mahadevi, the 
throne passed to Dharma Mahadevi who wasthe queen of Suntikara IIL. 
She was the last known Bhauma ruler and after her death the 
Somavamsis ousted the Bhaumakaras from coastal Orissa about the 
middle of the tenth century A. D. 


Nandodbhavas 


While the Bhaumakaras were ruling, the western portion of the 
district along with the adjoining tracts of Dhenkanal district called 
Airavatta Mandal was governed by the Nandodbhavas. They had 
their capital at Jayapur, identified with the village bearing the same 
name in Dhenkanal district. The earliest known ruler of this Mandal 
was Jayananda. He was succeeded by his son Paramananda. After 
him Sivananda, Devananda I and MDevananda II became the 
tulers of Airavatta Mandal. Devananda II was also known as Vilasa- 
tunga. The last knownruler was Dhruvananda. The Nandodbhavas 
owed allegiance to the Bhaumakaras and their charters were possibly 
dated in the Bhauma era. The Bhauma allowed the Nandodbhavas 
to rule over Airavatta Mandal as semi-independent chiefs. Later on, 
the Somavamsis, who succeeded the Bhaumas, occupied Alravatta 
Mandal and incorporated it into their empire. Narasinghapur region 
of the district, a part of the Airavatta Mandal, was _ ruled by the 
Nandcdbhavas. But it is known from Narasinghapur charter of 
Uddyota Kesari that he donated villages such as Kontalunda at 
Lavakarda, which were situated in the Airavatta Mandal. This 
would suggest that the Somavamsis had already extended their sway 
over the Airavatta Mandal. 


The Somavamsis 


The Somavamsi kings, known as Kesaris in local traditions rose 
into prominence in the eastern part of South Kosala about the middle 
of the 9th century A.D. Gradually they extended their power and 
came down to coastal Orissa. They ruled Orissa till the beginning of 
the 12th century A.D. The Panduvamsis, the ancestors of the 
Somavamsis, originally ruled over South Kosala comprising Chhatisgarh 
area of Madhya. Pradesh and the neighbouring areas of Orissa. 
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in course of time, they moved eastward, established their power in the 
Sonapur region and came to be known as Somavamsis ; while the 
Panduvamsis basically remained as a Kosalan power, the Somavamsis 
became an Orissan dynasty. 


The following genealogy and the order of succession of the 
Somavamsi kings can be reconstructed from their inscriptions. 


1. Sivagupta 


2. Mahabhavagupta I Janmejaya 
| 





— SS ee 
ft" 


| tl. 
3. Mahasivagupta I, Jajati eerie Virya 
{ 
4. Mahabhavagupta Il, Bhimaratha eee 
| 
ee Ge 
| | | | 
5. Mahasiva- 6 Mahabhava- 7, Indra~ Sankara- Vanka- 
gupta IT, gupta III, ratha  raths ratha 


Dharmaratha Naghusa 


| 
8. Mahasivagupta III, 
Jajati 11, Chandihara 


OE CN 2 RE TESA, AY a, TY genre eo ree 


' 
9, Mahabhavagupta IV, Abhimanyu I] 
Uddyota Kesari 


10. Mahasivagupta IV, Somesvara 
Janmejaya 


a ee i lr 


| 
11. Mahabhavagupta V, 12. Mahasivagupta V, Karna 
Puranjaya 


Sivagupta was the founder of the Somavamsi dynasty. No record 
of this ruler has yet been discovered but in the records of the next ruler 
he has been given imperial epithets. His reign may be assigned to the 
middie of the 9th century A. D. Later records of the family, however, 
drop his name and mention Janmjaya as the first member of the dynasty. 
This would suggest that Mahabhavagupta I Janmejaya was the real 
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founder of the greatness of the family. He is mentioned as Kosalendra, 
1e., Lord of Kosala in his inscriptions and it is said that he became 
the lord by virtue of his own prowess. His earliest records were issued 
from Suvarnapur (modern Sonapur) where his coronation was held and 
which also served as his capital. Later on the king issued charters from 
Murasima and Arama. He had a minister for war and nezce named 
Malladatta, son of Dharadatta, who continued as such from 6th to 31st 
year of his reign. In his records Janmejaya is msntiorsd as Swabdava- 
tunga and called himself Trikalingadhipati (Lord of Trikalinega), It is 
known from Brahmeshwar temple inscription that Janmejaya killed a 
king of Odra with a Kunta. The country of Oda or Utkal voughly 
denoting the lower part of present Orissa, was then under the Bhaumakaras 
and the Somavamsi monarch might have interfered in the affairs of Odra 
with the aim of securing the Bhauma throne for his dauelhter Prithvi- 
mahadevi, queen of Bhauma king Subhakaradeva IV. Janmejaya was a 
powerful ruler and becamz2 the effective master of Sonapur and Boudh 
regions. He seems to have enlarged his territory in the east by driving 
out the Bhanjas from Boudh region in a successful we- with Ranabhanja. 
Janmejaya was succeeded by his son Mahasivagupta Jojati ssmictime 
after 34th regnal year of his father. His earlier charters were issued from 
Vinitapura (modern Binika); but the later records were issued from Jajati 
on the Mahanadi, the capital city was apparently established) and named 
after him. Jajati came into conflict with the Kalachuris and_ repelled 
the invasion of Kalachuri king Yuvaraja I. His greatest achievement, 
however, was the occupation of coastal Orissa which was under the control 
of the Karas. The Orissa Museum plate, dated in the 4th regnal year, 
records donation of a village in Odra which was previously under the 
Bhaumas. Yet another charter issued inthe 9th year records the grant 
of village Chandragrama in Marada Vishaya in Dakshina Tosait. As 
both the places, Chandragrama and Mar:idovhave beret tft & Cattock 
district, the area must have passed into the effective control of the Soma- 
vamsis. Jajati donated grants both in Kosala and Utkal. He brought 
about the political unification of Orissa by controlling both western 
and eastern Orissa. In that sense his united Kingdom was the forerunner 


of the modern province of Orissa. 


Jajati was succeeded by his son Mahabhavagupta IT Bhimaratha. 
Not much is known about his activities though a charter of the later 
member of the family records that he “built the pillae of the victory on 
all sides beyond his kingdom”, Mahasivagnots TW Doves sotha svesaeded 
his father Bhimaratha. Heissaidto have granted a villuge inthe Antarudra 
Vishaya which finds mention in a charter of Bheuma kine Sivakara TTL. 
This would suggest that he was in full contro! of South Tosali. which hod 
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already been occupied by Jajati I. Dharmaratha claims victories over 
the neighbouring kingdoms of Gauda and Andhra. In the north his 
adversary in Gauda could have been Vi grahapala II while in the south 
Dharmaratha probably annexed a part of Kalinga in course of his campaign 
in Andhra. Thus he was a very capable ruler of the Somavamsi dynasty 
whose influence was felt inthe neighbouring kingdoms. 


Dharmaratha was succeeded by his step brother Naghusa but no 
record of Naghusa has yet been discovered. The Banpur plates, 
however, informs that Indraratha forcibly occupied the kingdom and 
becaMe the ruler. Earlier Dharmaratha had appointed Indraratha as 
governor of Kalinga. Later on he killed one Abhimanyu, who may be 
Chandihara Jajati’s father and captured the throne. The available 
evidence indicates that Naghusa was succeeded by Indraratha during the 
civil war for succession. Inthe present state of our knowledge, how€Ver, 
it is difficult to determine the exact relationship between Naghusa and 
Indraratha. Paramara king Bhoja claims Victory over Indraratha in the 
Udayapur stone inscription. The Chola emperor Rajendra I captured 
Indraratha with his family in a fight which took place at Adinagar or 
Jajatinagar. His reign ended around 1022 A.D. onthe wake of the Chola 
invasion of Orissa. His death was followed by a period of anarchy. 
Mahasivagupta III Jajati If alias Chandihara revived the fortunes of the 
Somavamsi dynasty after a period of confusion and chaos. The 
Brahmeswar temple inscription records “when he (Dharmaratha), 
the Rajamalla (the best of kings) departed unto heaven without issue, 
all his kingdoms were laid waste by Various warriors of different countries. 
There was a lapse of short and eventless time. Then Chandihara, son of 
Abhimanyu and grandson of Vichitra Virya, a lineal descendent of the 
celebrated Janmejaya, was made king by the ministers, and he was powerful 
and spirited like his father”. From this, it is evident that he was a very 
powerful ruler of the Somavamsi dynasty and he was the king of Kalinga, 
Kongada, Utkal and Kosala. He ushered 4n era of peace and prosperity 
in the kingdom. In the tradition_he is famous as Jajati Kesari and he is 
said to have performed Dasasvamedha sacrifice at Jajpur. His queen 


Kalavati, mother of Uddyota Kesari, built the Brahmeswar temple at 
Bhubaneshwar. 


The son and successor of Jajati II was Mahabhavagupta IV, Uddyota 
Kesari who is known to us from several records including from Narasingha- 
pur and Sankhamari in Cuttack district. The Brahmeswar temple 
inscription refers to himasa great conqueror like Mandhata, Prathy and 
Bharata. He'had considerable military experience as he was associated 
with his father in battles against Dahala, Chola and Gauda. Itis known 
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from the Kelga plates of Someswar that Uddyota Kesari had placed one 
Abhimanyu as the ruler of Kosala and he was followed by Someswar. It 
appears that for the sake of better administrationthe Someswar terri- 
tory had two administrative units, viz., Kosala and Utkal and the latter 
was directly under the Control of the Somavamsi ruler Uddyota Kesari. 
There is no doubt that he controlled both Kosala and  Utkal and 
contributed to the cultural growth of Orissa. As already mentioned, 
during his reign his mother KalaVati constructed the BrahmesWar temple. 
The Lingaraj temple at Bhubaneshwar is assigned tohis reign on the 
grounds of similarity with the BrahmesWar temple. The inscriptions 
found in the Lalatendu Kesari cave and Navamuni cave of Khandagiri 
hillshow that Khandagiri continued as a Jaina centre during his reign 
andimages of Tirthankaras were installed there. 


Uddyota Kesari,as knownfromthe Ratnagiri charter was succeeded 
by his son Mahasivagupta IV Janmejaya IJ. An inscription from Nuapatna 
in this district refers to Yuvaraja Dharmaratha who was the ruler of 
Paschima Kalinga in the fifth regnal year of Janmejaya II. It appears 
that Janmejaya II lost Sambalpur-Sonapur region in the wake of his fight 
With the Naga king Someswar. The Telgu Chodas who helped the 
Nagas,occupied the Sambalpur-Sonapur region and ruled from theif capital, 
Suvarnapura- Janmejaya II was succeeded by his son Puranjaya and 
the latter was followed by his younger brother Mahasivagupta V Karna 
who is known to us from his Ratnagiri charter which was issued from the 
capital Jajati NNagar in his sixth regnal year. The Ramacharita of 
Sandhyakara ‘Nandi mentions one Karna Kesari who may be __indentified 
with Karna. Karna was the last Somavamsi king of Orissa. His reign 
was a troublesome period with Eastern Gangas and Palas casting their 
longing eyes on Coastal Orissa. Ultimately around 1108 A. D., 
Anantavarman Chodagangadeva occupied coastal Orissa. Forsometime 
Karna continued as a Vassal of Chodagangadeva who annexed coastal 
Orissa after victory over Karnadeva. The Somavamsi rule ended and the 
Eastern Gangas became the ruling power of coastal Orissa. 


The Eastern Gangas 


Inthe early years of the 12th century A. D., the Eastern Gangas, 
who had their capital at Kalinganagar (Mu khalingam in Srikakulam district), 
began to extend their sway over coastal Orissa. The dynasty started its rule 
in Kalinga about the close of the Sth century A. D. Theearly Gangas 
remained a local power but from 9th century A. D. onwards, beginning 
with Vajrahasta III, the Gangas assumed imperial status,for which the 
later Gangas are called the Imperial Gangas. During the time of 
Anantavarman Chodagangadeva (1077—1147 A.D,), the political boundary 

Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


90 CUTTACK 


touched the rivers Ganga and Godavari. In fact, it became the most 
important kingdom of Eastern India during the medieval period. 
Cuttack, being the capital, was the very centre of that great empire. 
From Aniitavarman Chodagangadeva until 1434-35 A.D., altogether 
15 Ganga kings ruled over Orissa. The following is the chronological 
list of kiags who raled over Orissa including the district of Cuttack. 


1, Anantavarman Chodagangadeva (10771147) 
2, Kamarnava (1147—1157) 

2, Raghava (1157—1170) 

4. Rajarajadeva II (1170—1190) 

. Aniyankabhima II (1190—1197) 


tu 


6. Rajaraja II (1197—1207) 

7, Afangabhima IIT (1208—1238) 
8, Narasiaha I (1238—1264) 

9. Bhanudeva I (1264—1278) 

10. Narasinha II (1278—1306) 

11. Bhanudeva YI (1306--1328) 

12. Narasinha IIT (1328—1352) 

13. Bhanudeva TII (1352—1378) 


i4. Narasinha IV (1378—1414) 
LS. Bhanudeva IV (1414—1435) 


LA 


Anantavarman Chodagangadeva son of Rajaraja Devendra Varman 
and the Chola princess Rajasundari, succeeded hisfather and was crowned 
on the [7in February, 1078 A. D., and ruled till1147 A.D. In the early 
part of his reign he had to face serious problems when Karunakar, the 
General of Kulattunga CholaI marched into the Kalinga territory and 
held sway over the heart of the kingdom. Chodagangadeva, however, 
retrieved the position and succeeded in maintaining his hold over the 
Lervitories up fo Lhe Godavari river. The territorial integrity in the west 
Was Uyrcuicaed by the Chalukyas of Vengi. This obviously compelled 
Audheav tua Cuodagangadeva to assert his authority over Vengi. 
Several inscriptions of Chodaganga mention about his two major 
Reade vei u2dlS, Vid. reinstatement of Utkalapati in the east and the waning 
ord of Yengi in the West. His Temburu grant dated Saka 1051 
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specifically mentions Jayagondachoda as his opponent in ite west. In 
all prodabdility he was alate Chalukya ruler of Vengi and Chodagangs 
killed him in the battle. About this period, the political situation in 
Utkal or coastal O rissa provided an opportunity for Chodaganga to expand 
his kingdom tothe east. Itisknownfrom Ramacharita that Ramapala 
(1077-1120 A. D.), king of Bengal, interfered in the politics of Orissa 
through his feudatory Jayasinha of Orissa. The reference to the 
reinstatement of Utkalapati in the inscriptions of Chodaganga indicates 
the political turmoil in Orissa and the success ofthe Gangasin imposing 
theif sovereignty over Utkal. The earliest known inscription to mention 
this achievement is the Mukhalinga grant, dated Saka 1030 (i.c¢., 1108 
A. D.). It suggests that the Gangas established their supremacy over 
Orissa before 1108 A.D. Thelastknown kingofthe Somavamsi dynasty 
was Karna. Hewascompletely defeated by the Ganga king Chodaganga. 
This is clearly stated in the Temburu grant of Chodaganga, dated Saka 
1051 that, 


“Yeh Karnarayam rane sarvasvamcha vijitya cha Utkala bhuvasamrajya 
lakshmimeadai”™ 


The carliest Telugu and Sanskrit inscriptions of Chodaganga in 
the Narasmha temple inthe Jagannath temple premises at Puri are 
datedin 1108 A.D. and 1113 A.D. Other inscriptions of Chodaganga 
are known from Puri, Algum, Bhubaneshwar and Jajpur. The 
Vizagapatam (Saka 1040) and the Yambaram (Saka 1039) grants 
state that Chodaganga was “decorated with the sovereignty of the 
Whole of Utkal’’. These references prove that Chodaganga had 
already annexed and ruled over coastal Orissa before 1117-1118 A.D. 
After conquest of Utkal, he tried to push the boundary cf his 
kingdom further to the north by launching aggressive campaigns. 
He defeated the ruler of Mandara, destroyed the walls and gates of 
the city of Aramya, modern Arambagh, on the banks of the Ganga. 
His Chinabadamu plates dated Saka 1062 (1140 A.D.) states that the 
king washed his weapon (Kunta) in the waters of Janhavi, 1. ¢., 
Ganga when he stayed at Viharapataka situated onthe banks of the 
river Ganga. Thus the empire of Anantavarman Chodagangadeva 
extended fromthe Gangainthe north tothe Godavari inthe south and 
the records of his successors mention that Chodaganga exacted tributes 
from the whole land between the Ganga and Gautamiganga or the 
Godavari. Chodaganga came into conflict withthe Kalachuri when 
he tried for the extension of his kingdom towards the west. The 
Kalachuri records claim that Chodaganga was defeated by the 
Kalachuri king Ratnadeva IT (1120—1135 A. D.), but these reverses had 
no decisive impact onthe Ganga empire. There is no reference te 
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the defeat in any of the records of Chodaganga. On the contrary one 
of the Srikurman inscriptions dated Saka 1057 states that Chakravarti 
Ciaodaganga, aiter winning victories inthe east, west and north, bathed 
his elephants in the waters of the Ganga and the Godavari. Thus 
Chodaganga was the most powerful emperor of Eastern Gangas of his 


time, 


Chodaganga, like his ancestors, was originally a Saiva, but by 
1108 A.D., as his Mukhalinga grant attests, he also favoured 
Vaishnavism and adopted titles “‘Paramamaheswar” and ‘‘Paramavaishnav ’. 
Later on around 1117-1118 A.D., when his Yembaram and  Vizaga- 
patam grants were issued, the Saiva title of Paramamaheswar was 
dropped and he used only the title of Paramavaishnav. This would 
suggest his increasing inclination towards Vaishnavism, which 1s also 
reflected in assuring various names of Vishnu such as Devadeva and 
Ganga-Narayan. He also called himself a Rauta or deputy in 1139 
A. D., obviously of Purusottam-Jagannath. The worship of Purusottam 
trinity namely, Purusottam, Balabhadra and Subhadra at Puri during 
his time is confirmed by an inscription of Nrusinha temple in the 
complex of Jagannath temple at Puri. Chodaganga, as known from 
the grants of his successors, erected a temple for the great God 
Purusottam Jagannath in Orissa. 


Earlier in his reign, Chodaganga had his capital at Kalinganagar, 
modern Mukhalingam in Srikakulam district of Andhra Pradesh. 
With the expansion ofthe kingdom towards the north, he shifted the 
capital toa central placein Orissa. The Madala Panji, the palm- 
leaf chronicle of Jagannath temple mentions that Chodaganga occupied 
Kataka in the guise of a dancer and becamethe ruler.The importance 
of Varanasi Kataka, 1. e., modern Cuttack in 1113 A.D. is proved 
by one of the inscriptions of Simhachalam temple. Chodaganga’s 
control over the district is further corroborated bythe discovery of 
his inscription at Jajpur. It is likely that Varanasi Kataka or Cuttack 
became the new Rajadhani of the empire during the reign of 
Chodagangadeva. 


Anantavarman Chodagangadeva was succeeded by his eldest son 
Kamarnava who ruled for ten years. Kamarnava’s abhiseka took 
place in Saka 1069 or 1147 A.D. during the lifetime of his father. 
He was also actively involved in the administration even before 
his coronation. He seems to have fought with the Kalachuris during 
his father’s reign. The Ganga inscription conveys the impression that 
he put down all his enemies and performed Tulabhara ceremony in 
which gold equal to his weight was given as donation. 
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After Kamarnava, another son from Chodaganga and queen Indiradevi, 
became the king. In an inscription he is called Ragh ava or Devidasa Rana- 
ranga Raghava Chakravarti. During his rule the Sena king Vijayasena 
invaded Kalinga and claims to have imprisoned the prince Raghava. 
Inspite of such tall claims Raghava ruled the empire and is styled 
in Ganga inscriptions as the ‘“‘crest jewel of the sovereigns of earth”. In 
the south he came in conflict with the Velanti chief Kulattunga Rajendra 
Chola or Gonka II, who was the Viceroy of the Cholas over 
the Vengi kingdom. Inspite of invasions from both the north and 
south, Raghava could rule for 15 years. Raghava was a brave king 
and is compared to Arjuna and Parasuram. He died in 1170 A. D. 
and was succeeded by his half-brother, RajarajaII, son of Chodaganga 
and queen Chandralekha. The fight with the Velanti chiefs continued 
during his time and theriver Godavari remained the southern frontier of his 
empire. The next Ganga ruler was Aniyankabhima 1], 
who was son of Chodaganga and queen Chandralekha. His chief 
queen was Baghalladevi. Rajaraja IJI became the ruler after the 
death of his father Aniyankabhima II. The Megheshwar temple inscription 
entions that Rajaraja’s brother-in-law, Svarneswar, built the temple 
of Megheshwar which is located tn Bhubaneshwar. The temple may 
be assigned tothe end ofthe 12th century A.D. The Sobhaneswar 
temple at Niali isa close contemporary of Megheshwar as the  inscrip- 
tion of both the temples was composed by one and the same poet 
Udayana. Rajaraja III was a powerful ruler. It is mentioned in 
Tabaquat-in-Nasiri | that Muhammed-bin-Bakhtiar-Khilji sent two 
Khalji Amirs namely, Muhammed Sharan and Ahmad Sharan to 
invade Jajnagar (the Ganga kingdom of Orissa in 1205 A.D.) but 
they returned without conquering Orissa. Presumably Rajaraja III 
foiled the attempt ofthe Sharan brothers. Rajaraja I] was also known 
as Rajendra and he has been compared to Arjuna, Karna and 
Yudhistira. 


Anangabhimadeva III became the ruler after the death of his father 
Rajaraja Il. During his reign Ghiyas-ud-din Iwaz, the ruler of Bengal, 
invaded Orissa but his attempt to subjugate Orissa was foiled by the 
Gangas. The Kalachuris were also repulsed and Vishnu, the general 
of Anangabhima III achieved a notable victory over the Kalachuris on 
the bank of the Bhima river. Later on Chandrika, the daughter of 
Anangabhima was given in marriageto Kalachuri Paramardi of Tumanna. 
This friendship with the Kalachuri was a source of _ great 
Strength for the Gangas to combat the Muslim invasion. In the south 
Anangabhima achieved success but with the emergence of Kakatiya 
Ganapati the southern frontier remained vulnerable. One of the Ganga 
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inscriptions at Kanchipucam dated 1230 A. D. records the gift of» 
villege by Somaladevi Mahidevi from Abhinava Varanasi or Cuttack 
whieh sorved as the capital of Anangabhima HI. The Nagart plates 
of Ananaabhima HT, whieh records several donations in 1230-31 A.D. 
fam Abrigava Varanasi, AbDninava Varanasi Kataka and Varanasi 
Kataka, clearly prove the importance of Cuttack as the capital of the 
Ganza empire, Anangabhima Til built a temple for Purusottam 
Jagannath at Abhinava Varanasi, |. e., Cuttack and consecrated 3t 
before January 3, 1231 A.D. One Brahmin received donation of 
land fromthe king whenhe was standing before the God Purusottam 
at Abhinava Varanasi. Anangabhima III was a great devotee of 
Purusottam Jagannath of Puri. He considered his empire as the 
empire of Lord Purusottam. He assumed the humble title of Rauta 
or the Viceroy of Purusottam Jagannath, who was virtually the 


presiding State deity of Orissa. 


Anangabhima granted landin Purunagrama and Jayanagargram2 
in Sailo Vishaya which is now located in Cuttack district. The Nagar 
plates, which records the grant, throw interesting light onthe village 
life of the time with various people such as perfumers, dealers in 
conchshell, wood-cutters, goldsmiths, bronzers, dealers in sugar, milkmen, 
weavers, potters, fishermen, barbers, craftsmen, etc. 


Narasinhadeva I became kingin A. D. 1238 and continued til} 
A. D. 1264. The period of his rule was a glorious oneinthe history 
of Orissa. By that time the Muslims were virtually controlling the 
whole of Bengal and casting their lustful eyes on Orissa. Instead of 
playing a defensive role, Narasinhadeva I sent an expedition against 
Tughril-i-Tughan Khan, the Muslim ruler of Bengal. On _ being 
confronted, the Orissa forces made a strategic retreat to the frontier 
fort of Katasin. In 1244, the Muslim army made an assault on the 
fort. But thetr initial success was turned into a disaster when the 
Orissa soldiers besieged their enemy. Seized with panicthe Muslim 
army escaped in haste and disorder to the fort of Lakhanor. The 
Ganga army pursued them and captured Lakhanor. In 1245, they 
even advanced upto Lakhnawati, the capital city of the Muslim 
ruler. Tughril was confined to his own city. He asked for military 
assistance from the Delhi Sultan. The Sultan sent the governors of 
Kara-Manikpur and Oudh to help Tughril, but before the arrival of 
the reinforcement the Orissan forces raised siege of Lakhnawati that 
struck terror among the Muslim forces of Bengal. The Ganga 
Inscriptions claim that the Ganga river “assumed the dark 
countenance ofthe Yamuna bythe collyrium-stained tears of the Yavan 
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women of Radha and Varendra’”? (West and North Bengal). In 1253, 
Yuzbak, the new Muslim governor of Bengal tried to recover Radha 
but his attempt was foiled bythe stubborn resistance — offered by 
the son-in-law of Narasinha. Towards the end of 1255, Yuzbak 
could venture to attack Radha and captured Umardan. Thus for 
about ten years Narasinha fought against the Muslim army of Bengal 
and could contain their imperial design. In the south, Narasinha also 
gained success against the Kakatiya forces. The greatest achicvement of 
Narasinha, in fact the crowning glory of his career was the construction 
of the Sun Temple at Konarka. His general, onthe orders of the 
king, also built a temple for Varcha Narasinha at Simhachalam. 


Narasinha I was succeeded by his son Bhanudeva I who ruled for 
nearly 15 years. During histimein A.D. 1278, Chandradevi built the 
Anantavasudeva temple at Bhubaneshwar. During the reign of 
Bhanudeva, Narahari Tirtha, the disciple of Ananda Tirtha. had great 
influence in Orissa. He even served as governor of Kalingz. When 
Bhanudeva was succeeded by his minor son Narasinha TI, Narahari 
Tirtha managed the affairs as regent. Narasinha II assumed power 
after becoming a major. 


Narasinha If was succeeded by his son Bhanudeva TT. During his 
time Ghiyas-ud-din Tughluq sent his son Ulugh Khan to invade 
Orissa but his effort was not crowned with success. The Ganga 


inscriptions claim that Bhanudeva II achieved victory over Ghivase 
ud-din. 


After the death of Bhanudeva II in 1328 A. D., his son Narasinh2 
Ill became the king. He had an uneventful reign of 24 years. Thereafter 
Bhanudeva III ascended the throne. He had to bear the brunt of several 
invasions. In 1353 A. D., Sultan Shams-ud--din Ilyas Shah of Benga’ 
invaded Orissa and extracted handsome booty including 44 — elephants. 
In 1360-61 A.D., Delhi Sultan Firuz Shah Tughluq invaded Orissa, occupied 
Varanasi Kataka, the Ganga capital and claims to have destroyed the 
Jagannath temple. The Orissa invasion is Mentioned in an inseripticn 
of Firuz Tughluq found in Gujarat and also in the Persian texts like 
Sirat-i-Firuz-Shahi and Tarikh-i-Firuz-Shahi. The power of the Gangas 
further declined when the Reddis gradually extended their sway over the 
southern part of Orissa. The Reddi king Anavema extended his authority 
upto Simhachalam, which became the boundary between Orissa and the 
Reddi kingdom. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


96 CUTTACK. 


Bhanudeva III was succeeded by his son Narasinha IV. During his 
time Khwaja Jahan, the Sultan of Jaunpur, invaded Lakhnawati and 
Orissa. But the claim that the Raja of Jajnagar was forced to pay tribute 
appears to be an exaggeration. While the Muslim raids had no adverse 
impact on the Gangas, the growing power of the Reddis in the south was 
a matter of serious concern for the territorial integrity of the Ganga 
empire. Kumaragiri, the powerful Reddi king invaded Orissa, defeated 
the Ganga forces and captured some portions of the kingdom. 


Bhanudeva IV succeeded Narasinha IV in 1414 A. D. During his 
reign, in A. D. 1422, Sultan Hussang Shah of Malwa invaded Orissa in 
the guise of a horse trader. Bhanudeva was captured by the treacherous 
Sultan and subsequently released after parting with a number of elephants. 
The raid, however, had no effect on Orissa. The real danger came from 
the south where Bhanudeva had to continue the fight against the Reddis. 
He had to face the attack of Vijayanagar army. When Bhanudeva was 
busy in south, taking advantage of his prolonged absence from the capital, 
Kapilendradeva occupied the throne and established the rule of Surya- 
vamsa. A new phase began in the history of Orissa. 


The Suryavamsi Rule 


The Gangas were followed by Suryavamsi Gajapati kings. Under 
Kapilendradeva (1435 A.D.—1466 A. D.), the founder of the new dynasty, 
Orissa established political supremacy over a vast kingdom extending from 
the rivers Ganga to the Cauvery. His successors Purushottamadeva and 
Prataparudradev, in the face of formidable odds, could retain their hold 
over anextensive territory. The Suryavamsi rule was a glorious period of 
Orissa history when, apart from political achievements, Orissa made 
distinct contributions in the fields of literature, religion and philosophy. 


Kapilendradeva, the first ruler of the Solar dynasty came to the throne 
in 1435 A.D. His first task was to consolidate his position by curbing 
the revolt of feudatories. He issued proclamations in the name of Lord 
Jagannath threatening recalcitrant feudatories with banishment. The 
Matsyas of Oddasi, the Silavamsis of Nandapur and other rebellious 
chiefs had to acknowledge his supremacy. By 1443, Kapilendra could 
exercise effective control over coastal Orissa as far as Vishakhapatam 
in the south. Sultan Ahmed Shah of Bengal who invaded Orissa, was 
repulsed by Gopinath Mahapatra, the Minister of Kapilendra.In 1444 
A, D., however, the southern frontier of Orissa was threatened by combined 
forces of the Reddis of Rajamahendry and Devaraja II of Vijayanagar. 
About that time Mahamud Shah, the Sharqui Sutlan of J aunpur, invaded 
Orissa from the north. Hence Kapilendra withdrew from the south 
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to drive out the Muslim invader. Mahamud Shah was defeated. Mean- 
while, Hamvira, the son of Kapilendra, defeated the Reddis of Raj- 
mahendry.He even marched against Vijayanagar and obtained victory 
over Mallikarjuna. The victory over Kondavidu in 1454 was followed 
by occupation of Udayagiri and Chandragiri in 1460 and 1464 respectively, 
Thus, by 1464, Kapilendra could occupy the coastal tracts as far as the river 
Cauvery. Inthe south Hamvira had also defeated the Bahamany Sultan 
Allauddin Muhammed II. After the death of the latter, his son Humayun 
Shah invaded Devarkonda, the chief of which sought protection of 
Kapilendra. The Orissan army led by Hamvira defeated the Bahamany 
forces in 1459. As a result of this victory Velma Chiefs of Devarkonda 
acknowledged Gajapati’s supremacy and Telengana passed into the hands 
of Kapilendradeva. In 1461, when Humayun Shah was succeeded by 
his minor son Nizam Shah, Kapilendra invaded the Bahamany territory. 
But his march was interrupted by news of Sultan Husan Shah’s invasion 
of Orissa from the north. After driving out the Sharqui Sultan from 
Orissa, Kapilendra pursued his Bahamany conquest and succeeded 
in capturing Vidar and other strongholds. 


Kapilendradeva assumed the proud title of Gajapati Gaudeswar 
Navakoti Karnata Kalavargeswara, vindicating his victory over Gauda, 
Karnatak as well as Kalabarga (i.ec., Gulbarg), the capital of Bahamany 
kingdom. At a time when independence of Orissa was threatened by 
powerful neighbours and rivals, Kapilendra could not only maintain 
the integrity of his own empire but added to it extensive territories through 
a brilliant policy of aggression. As a conqueror Kapilendra can be 
compared with Kharavela, the greatest ruler of ancient Kalinga. 


Kataka was the capital of Kapilendradeva. Ina copper plate grant 
of Ganadeva of Kondavidu, dated Saka 1377 (A.D. 1455), Rajadhani 
Kataka on the Mahanadi has been compared with Amaravati of Indra, 
Which indicates its importance, fame and prosperity. 


Kapilendradeva died in 1468. Before his death he chose Purushottam, 
his youngest son, as his successor. Purushottamdeva ascended 
the throne after the death of his father Kapilendradeva. As he was 
not the eldest son, Hamviradeva, his elder brother, claimed the throne 
and revolted against him. The civil war continued for about two years. 
At one time Hamvira was able to depose Purushottamdeva, but in 1476 
Purushottamdeva could reoccupy the throne. The war of succession 
was detrimental to the interests of the kingdom and taking advantage 
of the chaotic situation, the Bahamany Sultan had occupied Kondapalli 
and Rajmahendry. Saluva Narasinha, the ruler of Chandragziri, had 
also captured Udayagiri. 
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After consolidating his position, Purushottamdeva tried to get back 
the lost territories. Hs mobilised his army against Bahamany Sultan 
Mahamad Shah III but could not achieve any success. In 1481 Mahamad 
Shah became the new Bahamany Sultan after the death of his father. 
During this chaotic condition in the Bahamany kingdom, Purushottam 
mobilised his forces towards the south and occupied Rajmahendrya 
and Kondapalli. Further, the Gajapati army defeated Saluva Narasinha 
and occupied Udayagiri. According to tradition, Purushottamdeva 
married Rupambika, the daughter of Saluva Narasinha, and brought 
from the south a jewelled throne, images of Ganesh and Gopal. Thus 
towards the close of his reign Purushottamdeva could defeat his enemies 
and vindicate his power. Purushottamdevg died in 1497 A. D. 
and was succeeded by his son Prataparudradeva. Prataparudradeva 
came to the throne at a dificult time. In the south 
Vijayanagar was the main rival of Orissa. The northern frontier was 
threatened by the Sultan of Bengal. Prataparudradeva was not strong 
enough to maintain this far-flung empire and the political decline of 
Orissa followed. While Prataparudradeva was engaged in the south, 
Sultan Hussain Shah of Bengal had sent an expedition under Ismail 
Ghazi to conquer Orissa. His army made notable progress and even 
threatened the holy city of Puri. Prataparudradeva had to return to the 
capital from the south and succeeded in driving out the forces of 
Hussain Shah. But in the south Krishnadeva Raya had obtained a 
series of brilliant victories. The forts of Udayagiri and Kondavidu 
were occupied by the Vijayanagar forces. The Gajapati army also could 
not retain the fort of Kondapalli. Krishnadeva Raya marched upto 
Simhachalam and set up a pillar of victory in 1516. In 1519 
Krishnadeva Raya again marched against Orissa and even claimed to 
have burnt the city of Kataka. A treaty was concluded by Pratapa- 
rudradeva with Krishnadeva Raya in 1519. Prataparudradeva ceded 
all his territories to the south of the river Godavari to Krishnadeva 
Raya. 


Subsequently, Sultan Quliqutab of Golkonda invaded the southern 
part of the Gajapati empire. In course of his second invasion in 1531 
he was able to occupy Kondapalli. The conflict with Golkonda 
continued even after the death of Prataparudradeva. In spite of military 
defeats Prataparudradeva was able to maintain the base of his empire.4 
The period of Prataparudradeva was remarkable in the 
fields of religion and literature. Prataparudradeva is said tO have 
composed Sarasvati Vilasam in Sanskrit, Kavidindima Jivadevacharya 
wrote Bhakti Baibhava and Bhakti Bhagavati. Balaram Das, 
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Jagannath Das, yasovanta Das, Achyutananda Das and Ananta Des, 
called Pancha Sakhas, flourished during the reign of Prataparudradeva. 
These poet-philosophers enriched the Oriya literature through their 
writings. Jagannath Das recreated the entire Bhagavata in Oriya. 
The great Vaishnav Saint Sri Chaitanya came to Orissa during the time 
of Prataparudra and stayed at Puri till his death.The Bhikti movement 
became dominant in Orissa during this period. Prataparudradeva 
embraced Vaishnavism and became a disciple of Sri Chaitanya. 


Govinda Vidyadhar 


Orissa became weak after the death of Prataparudradeva. Two of 
his sons known by their nick names, Kaluadeva and Kakharucdeva 
were shadowy figures in Orissa history. They are saidto have ruled 
for less than two years when Govinda Vidyadhar, the Minister, 
treacherously murdered them and usurped the throne in 1534 A. D. 
The new dynasty is called the Bhoi dynasty. The Sultan of 
Golkunda occupied the Orissa territory of Rajmahendry in 1540 A.D. 
Govinda Vidyadhar tried to get back the territory. Subsequently, a 
treaty was concluded and the river Godavari beceme the bcundary 
between Orissa and Golkunda. While Govinda Vidyadhar was 
fighting in the south, his nephew Raghubhanja Chhotray and Valamiki 
Srichandan revolted and succeeded in occupying Cuttack after dislodging 
its governor Mukunda Harichandan. Govinda Vidyadhar had to 
withdraw his army from the south and came back to Cuttack. 
Raghubhanja Chhotray was defeated. Govinda Vidyadhar died in 1549. 
He was succeeded by his son Chakrapratap who ruled up to 1557. 
He was weak and unpopular. He was murdered by his son 
Narasinha Jena who became the ruler for about a year and in turn 
was also murdered by the general Mukunda Harichandan. Raghuram, 
the youngest son of Chakrapratap was allowed to ascend the throne 
but he was powerless. Subsequently Raghuram was killed and his 
minister Danai Vidyadhar was imprisoned ina successful plot organiscd 
by Mukunda Harichandan. In 1559 A. D., Mukundadeva proclaimed 


himself as the ruler of Orissa. 


Mukundadeva 


Mukundadeva belonged tothe Chalukya dynasty. 
general, he came to the throne through treachery and bloodshed. 
In 1560, Sultan Ghiyas-ud-din Jallal Shah of Bengal planned aa 
invasion on Orissa and marched as far as Jajpur. Mukundadeva, 
however, defeated him and drove away the invader out of Orissa. 
Subsequently Suleiman Karrani, an Afghan Chief, became the Sultan 
of Bengal. Mukundadeva made an alliance with the Mughal emperor 


An ambitious 
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Akbar, who was then planning to conquer Bengal. The friendship 
between Akbar and Mukundadeva was manifested through 
exchange of emiSsaries. The Sultan of Bengal became the common 
enemy of both. In 1567, Sultan Karrant invaded Orissa. Akbar was 
then busy inthe invasion of Chitor. ance Mukundadeva had to 
face the invasion of Bengal single-handed. Mukundadeva marched 
towards his northern frontier and resisted the invaders. He was 
forced, however, to take shelter inthe fort of Kotsima, which was 
besieged bythe Sultan of Bengal. Meanwhile the Afghan army led 
by Bayazid, son of the Sultan and Kalapahar reached Cuttack 
and occupied the capital. At this crucial moment, Ramachandra 
Bhanja, the commander of Sarangagarh, proclaimed himself as the 
king of Orissa. Mukundadeva under duress made a treaty with 
Sulaiman Kartrani and marched towards Cuttack. In the encounter 
between Mukundadeva and Ramachandra Bhanja, the former lost his 
life at Gohiratikiri not far from Dhamnagar ir the district of Baleshwar. 
Ramachandra Bhanja was also defeated and killed by Bayazid. 
Thus the powerful kingdom of Orissa passed into the hands of the 
Afghans of Bengal in 1568 A.D. External invasion, internal troubles 
and internecine wars among other factors contributed to the downfall 
of medieval Orissa. Thus, Orissa was one of the last of the Hindu 
kingdoms to lose her independence. 


Afghan— Mughal Rule 


Orissa passed into the hands ofthe Afghans with the victory of 
Sulaiman Karrani. Khan Jahan Lodi, the Wazir of Karrani became 
the Viceroy of Orissa, with headquarters at Cuttack. From _ the 
beginning, Afghans faced fresh troubles in Orissa and Sulaiman had to 
intervene to reimpose his supremacy. In 1572 Sulaiman died, and soon 
after his son Bayazid was also murdered. Hence in 1573 Sulaiman’s 
second son Daud Khan became the Governor of Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa. He defied the authority of the Mughal Emperor Akbar and 
declared himself independent. In the conflict that followed, the 
Afghans were driven out of Bangal and fled to Orissa. The forces of 
Akbir chased them into Orissa and at Takari or Mughalmari the 
Afghan forces were routed. Munim Khan advanced to Cuttack anda 
treaty was concluded there whereby Daud Khan was forced to 
renounce his claim to Bengal and Bihar. In 1575, upon the death 
of Munim Khan, Daud revolted and overran Bengal. In 1576 he was 
defeated and slain and Orissa became a part of Akbar’s eMpire. The 
Afghans, however, continued their resistance. In 1591 Raja Mansingh 
was given the task of conquering Orissa and in 1592, after a decisive 


battle on the bank of Subarnarekha, Orissa finally passed into the 
hands of the Mughals. 
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Akbar did not make drastic changes in the administration. He 
allowed the local rulers, especially of Khordha, to continue in their 
position on the condition of acknowledging the Mughal supremacy. 
During Jahangir, Orissa was given the status of a separate province in 
1607 and was placed under a Subedar with headquarters at Cuttack. 
Orissa continued as a province of the Mughal empire till 1751. The 
local rulers often defied the authority of the Mughal subedars. The 
kings of Khordha in particular, were constantly at war with the Mughal 
governors of Orissa, This affected the process of consolidation of 
the province. In administration the indigenous system was not set 
aside. Reforms were introduced taking into account local practices. 
The Mughal authorities, however, could not keep intact the territorial 
integrity of Orissa. The Qutab Sahis of Golkonda extended their 
power upto Chilika lake. In the north too the territorial extent of 
Jaleswar was reduced and the river Subarnarekha became the northern 
boundary of Orissa. In 1740 Aliverdi Khan became the Naib Nazim of 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa, Taking advantage of the decline of the 
Mughal power, he virtually became independent. Murshid Quli Khan 
II, the Naib Nazim of Orissa, refused to recognise Aliverdi as the 
Nazim. So Ativerdi marched against Orissa to subdue Murshid Quli 
Khan II but the fatter invited Raghuji Bhonsla of Nagpur to help 
him. Thus hostility started between Aliverdi and the Marathas who 
ravaged parts of Bengal and Orissa. Finallyin 1751 a treaty was made 
between Aliverdi and Raghuji Bhonsla by whichthe former agreed to 
cede the revenue of Orissa to the south of Subarnarekha on the 
condition that the ‘“Marathas would not set their foot within his 
domain”. Thus Marathas became the ruler of Orissa. 


Maratha Rule 


Raghuji Bhonsla became the new ruler of Orissa in 175]. During 
the Maratha rule, Orissa was placed under a Subedar with head- 
quarters at Cuttack. He was the head of both civil and military 
administration and under his control there was a Killadar in charge of 
Barabati fort and a number of Faujdars in charge of military stations. 
For purpose of administration the Marathas divided Orissa into two 
divisions; the Mughalbandi and the Garhjat. The Mughalbandi, 
comprising the coastal tracts, was organised into 150 Parganas and 
placed under the control of 32 Amils. Revenue was collected directly 
from the people through hereditary revenue collectors, such as 
Talukdars, Kanungoes and Choudhuries, instead of depending upon 
the hereditary zamindars. The Garhjat areas comprising the hill 
tracts of Orissa were left inthe hands of the local chiefs but they had 
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government and acknowledge _ their 
supremacy. The Maratha stationed a big force at Cuttack to ia 
their authority. According to Andrew Stirling the administration oi 
the Marathas was fatal to the welfare and prosperity of the country 
exhibiting a picture of misrule, anarchy and weakness, capacity and 
violence combined. Modern historians however, think that this Inter- 
pretation is not correct. During the Maratha rule religiow 
institutions received liberal grants, particularly the management of the 
Jagannath temple at Puri had their special attention. The growth of 
Oriya literature is another remarkable aspect of the period. 


to pay tribute to the Maratha 


Colonial Rule 


The British contact with Orissa dates back to A.D. 1633 when 
the East India Company established its factory at Hariharpur in the 
district. In due course other factories were opened at Pipi) 
and Baleshwar town. After the battle of Plassey in 1757, the British 
became master of Bengal. Subsequently they turned their attention te 
Orissa proper primarily to link their possession in Bengal and Madras. 
From Clive to Cornwallis, the East India Company tried through 
diplomacy to secure Orissa but did not succeed. The conquest of the 
Maritime province of Cuttack formed a part of the second Aneglo- 
Maratha war under Sir Arthur Wellesley. The original plan was to 
capture Cuttack first and then to send forces through the Barmul 
pass to co-operate with Wellesley in Berar. Accordingly the British 
troops, under Colonel Harcourt started from Ganjam in September 8, 
1803 and marching along the narrow strip between the sea and 
the Chilika lake, reached Manikpatna on the 15th. The place had 
been virtually abandoned by the Marathas without any resistance. 
Feteh Muhhned, the Jagirdar of Malud came forward to help the 
British. From the beginning the task of the troops was easy. 
They crossed the mouth of the Chilika lake and passing through 
Narasinghapatna reached the town of Puri on the 18th of September. 
Colonel Harcourt halted there for two days and resumed his march 
towards Cuttack. At Mukundapur on the 4th October, the Maratha 
forces attacked the advanced guard of the British but did not succeed 
im checking their progress. After afew days the British troops reached 
the southern bank of the Kathjodi river but found that all the boats 
were withdrawn bythe Maratha Jagirdar incharge of the ferry. At last 
with the help of another boatman in the employ of the Jagirdar, the 
troops crossed the Kathjodi and entered Cuttack on October 10, 1803. 
There was Virtually no resistance from the inhabitants of the city as 
tie troops marched towards the fort of Barabati, the citadel of 
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Maratha power. On the 14th October the fort was captured by the 
British. The victory was relatively easy as the Marathas had no ade- 
quate troops to face the enemy. The following account of the 
storming of the fort is taken fromthe records ofthe British army. 


“The fort, strongly built of stone and surrounded by a vast ditch 
varying from 35 to 135 feet in breadth, had only one entrance, with a 
very narrow bridge leading over the ditchtoit. Batteries were completed 
onthe night of the 13th, 50) yards fromthe south face of the fort and 
comnznc2d firing early the following morning. By 11 a.m. all the 
defences had bzen Knocked off and the guns of the fort silenced. The 
storming party consisting of a detachment from Her Majesty’s 22nd 
Regiment and the Madras European Regiment, 400 sepoys from the 
Bengal 20th Native in‘attry,the Madras 9thand 19th Native Infantry, 
and some artillerymen, with a six pounder to blow open the gate, 
advanced to the attack. The bridge was quickly passed under a heavy 
fire from the fort, but it was nearly forty minutes before the wicket 
was blown sufficiently open to admit one man. The Europeans passed 
in singly, and with such rapidity that, notwithstanding the resistance 
at the inner gate, they entered with the garrison, who, after a very severe 
loss, abandoned the fort’. 


After the capture of the town Colonel Harcourt led expeditions to 
the interior of the district to secure the submission of the turbulent chiefs 
of Kujang, Kanika and Harishpur. The Raja of Kujang as detected 
by the British, was carrying on a correspondence with the Rajas of 
Khordha and Kanika to form a triple alliance against the British. Colonel 
Harcourt marched against the Raja of Kujang, who fled in alarm without 
offering resistance but later on he was captured and detained in the 
fort at Cuttack. His elder brother, whom he had confined at the fort 
of Paradeep, was released and placed on the throne. The fort was 
demolished and canons found there were taken away. Harcourt was 
also successful in his expeditions against the Rajas of Kanika and 
Harishpur. He did not face any serious opposition. He impressed 
upon the inhabitants a sense of British authority. Harcourt demolished 
their forts and carried away the guns found there. 


On December 17, 1803.: the treaty of Deogan was concluded. 
Raghuji Bhonsle finally agreed to cede to the company ‘“‘in perpetual 
sovereignty, the province of Cuttack, including the port and district of 
Balasore.”’, 


~ After the conclusion of peace Colonel Harcourt and John Melville, 
“Commissioners for settling the affairs of Cuttack” gave attention to 
civil affairs. In June 1804, the province was divided into two 
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divisions, the northern and southern along the Mahanadi river 
with Robert Ker and Charles Grome appointed respectively as Judge, 
Magistrate and Collector. But by the Regulation XIII of 1805, however, 
the two districts were amalgamated and placed under the Collector. The 
Collector’s headquarters was at Puri till 1816, when it was permanently 
shifted to Cuttack. Subsequently under Regulation I of 1818, the 
office of the commissioner was established with Robert Ker as its first 
occupant. Finally by the Government order of October 23, 1828, 
Cuttack was made a district, along with Puri and Baleshwar. Thus 
in {828 the province was divided into three districts. In the Central 
or Cuttack Division, R. Hunter became the Magistrate and Collector 
and in 1832 he became a Commissioner. By Regulation I of 1829 Cuttack 
was madethe 19th Commissionership of land revenue circuit. Meanwhile 
the British introduced several measures to organise the civil administra- 
tion. The first settlement of land revenue was undertaken’ in 
1804-05 and Was incorporated in Regulation XII of 1805. It was for 
one year only and was followed by a triennial settlement (1805-06 to 
1807-08). According to sections 23 and 24 of the Regulation XII of 
1805, the Jama of the estates of Darpan, Sukinda and Madhupur was 
fixed in perpetuity, and by section 25 the jungle Mahalas such as Aul, 
Kujang, Harishpur, Marichpur, etc. were to pay only a quit rent In 
perpetuity. By Regulation VI of 1808, the one year settlement was made 
in 1808-09 and was followed by triennial settlements. The policy of 
the British adversely affected the interests of the zamindars and hundreds 
of estates were sold for arrears of revenue. Robert Ker, who was 
appointed as the first Commissioner in 1818, inaugurated a new chapter 
inthe history of revenue management. In place of the system of guess 
work in 1818, revenue survey was started in Cuttack under Ensign 
Buxton. In 1818, the hill states of Narasinghapur and Tigiria, among 
others, were put up for sale and bought in by the Government. The 
sales, however, were cancelled on payment of dues. The general 
condition of the people between 1803—1818 did not improve substan- 
tially. In Cuttack town a house tax was imposed by Regulation XV 
of 1810. It caused general discontent among the people and when 
under Regulations XIII of 1813 and IPI of 1814 Chowkidari tax was 
imposed inthe town of Cuttack, people in large numbers started agita- 
tion for repeal of the tax. Even shops were closed and_ business 
remained suspended for severaldays. The resistance, however, collapsed 


because of military intervention and arrest of twelve of the ring leaders, 
In 1817, the British faced a formidable challenge which threatened their 
expulsion from Khordha, The Paiks, a kind of local-militia of Khordha, 
under Buxi Jagabandhu, brokeout in openrebellion a gainst the British 
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authority. The civil administration virtually collapsed when Government 
buildings were burnt and Government treasury was sacked. The rising 
of the Paikas was, however, not confined to Khordha and the Puri 
district. In Cuttack even without an organised leadership, the Paikas 
burnt the §police-station of Asureswar. They were secretly encouraged 
by the Rajas of Kujang and Kanika. In September 1817 troops were 
sent against them from Cuttack under Captain Kennet. On 19th 
September about 2,000 Paikas were completely routed. On 2nd October 
the Raja of Kujang, considering it hopeless to continue the struggle, 
surrendered. He was brought to Cuttack along with Naran Paramaguru 
and Bamadeb Patjoshi, the chief leaders and instigators of the rebellion. 
By the end of October 1817, the British authority was completely restored 
in Kujang. 


Jagannath Srichandan of Banki was found guilty of murder of 
Raghunath Paramaguru and his son Gangadhar who encouraged 
disturbances against the oppressive rule of the king. The Government 
decided to confiscate Banki and imprison the Raja as he was found 
guilty of charges of serious nature. Banki thus became a Government 
estate. The confiscation of Bankiin 1840 marked a new policy of the 
British towards Tributary Mahals and the Government now did not 
hesitate to use force in the affairs of the Tributary Mahals. In 1848, 
a large force was sent to capture Somanath Singh,the Raja of Anugul. 
The Raja was captured and sent to Hazaribagh as state prisoner. Finally, 
Lord Delhousie decided for the annexation of Anugul as the king by his 
“armed rebellion has forfeited his claim to Anugul. It has been justly 
forfeited, he claimed, and no one could wishper a complaint if we turned 
out the whole lot and took it to ourselves”. Later on in 1891 Anugul 
and Khondmals became a district and after 1936 became an independent 
district with Collector of Cuttack as its Deputy Commissioner. 


By the middle of the 19th century the British authority over the 
district was completely established. In the wake of the uprising of 
1857 in northern India, the civil authorities in Cuttack took precautionary 
measures to prevent disturbances or attempt at violence. The Magistrate 
of Cuttack issued orders for the arrest of every person suspected to 
have belonged to a rebellious regiment or to have deserted from the army. 
During this period even wandering ascetics suchas Bairagis and Jogis 
were arrested from the cantonment area of Cuttack on suspicion. As 
a precautionary measure also the zamindars were ordered to surrender 
their arms and ammunitions, The Raja of Kujang was fined Rs. 500 
for possession of unauthorised ammunitions. The Magistrate of 
Cuttack took alarm at the news that Ramakrushna Samanta Simhar, 
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the ex-zamindar of Balia had been collecting weapons and encouraging 
the raiyats not to pay the rent as “the Company’s rule was about to cease”. 
In August 1857, he was arrested, and put to jail along with his followers 
Dinabandhu Mahapatra and Upendra Jena. The charge framed against 
them was, “conspiracy to rebel and wage war against the East India 
Company”. After trial Ramakrushna and Dinabandhu Mahapatra 
were sentenced to 5 yearsof imprisonment. Their properties were 
attached and confiscated. Ramakrushna Samanta Simhar was, however, 
released after the proclamation of amnesty in November 1858. The 
policies and administrative measures of the Government did not contri- 
bute to the economic development of the province under the East India 
Company. The district, the most fertile in the province, even 30 years 
after its separate identity as Central Division since 1928, did not receive 
proper attention from the authorities. There was only one Zilla school 
in the district. The Baptist Missionaries, who came to Cuttack in 1822, 
had significant contribution to the cause of education. The Communi- 
cation infrastructure was poor. In 1858, Henry Ricketts observed 
“*] find the road in exactly the same state as it was when] first saw it twenty- 
five years ago. It has not improved in any respect. It is the same long 
heap of mud and clay always next to impossible for any wheeled vehicles, 
except the high wheeled Cuttack hackeries, and for many months of the 
year impossible even for them”. The district, in fact the entire Orissa, 
remained isolated and neglected. Ina period of less than ten years of the 
transfer of power to the British crown, in 1866, a major famine sapped 
the vitality of the land: Nearly one million people, about one third 
of the entire population, died during this calamity. In the Cuttack district 
alone out of the total population of 15,03,629 in 1865, 3,78,009 perished 
and 53,357 either emigrated or disappeared making a total loss of 4,31,366 
persons. Thus, during the famine the total loss of population was 28°68 
per cent. 


After this catastrophy, the British Government paid some”attention 
for the development of the province. The{Cuttack Zilla School was up- 
graded to a High English school in 1867. Later on it became a college 
in 1876. !n 1875, Orissa Medical School was started. A system of canals 
came up in the district with the establishment of the East India Irrigational 
Canal Company in 1860 for purpose of flood control, irrigation and 
navigation. Municipalities were established in Jajpur and Kendraparha 
in 1869. The town of Cuttack was constituted into a municipality in 
1876. The Utkal Dipika, the leading weekly of Orissa appeared in 1866 
with Gouri Shankar Ray as its editor. Later on Putra (1873) and 
Utkal Sahitya (1897) were published from Cuttack. Public associations 
were also established at Cuttack. The Mutual Improvement Society was 
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formed in 1859. The most important political association was, however, 
the Utkal Sabha which was established in 1882 for the public good. 
The Bengal-Nagpur railway line was completed in 1899 and established 
good communication links between Cuttack and other cities. Thus, the 
spread of western education, emergence of the press, and improvement 
of communication, had all contributed toa new awakening in Orissa 
in the second half of the 19th century. By the time the first session 
ofthe Indian National Congress was held in Bombay in 1885, political 
consciousness had already taken a shape in Cuttack. In March 23rd, 
1886 a public meeting was held in Cuttack under the chairmanship of 
Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Das to discuss the resolutions of the 
Congress. Madhusudan, the first graduate of Orissa, and a fine product 
of the Oriya renaissance of the second half of the 19th century attended 
the sessions of the Indian National Congress and did much to popularise 
the Congress ideologies. He also became the guiding spirit of the Ortya 
movement for formation of a new province. Since the beginning of the 
present century, two major issues, i.e., struggle for a separate province 
and the struggle for freedom dominated the political secre. As carty 
asthe last quarter of 19th century demand was voiced for the amalgama- 
tion of Oriya-speaking tracts under one Government. A major step, 
however, was taken in 1903 when the Utkal Union Confereice (Utkal 
Sammilani) held its first session in Cuttack in December 1°03. The 
Utkal Union Conference was initially a non-political body whose basic 
aim was to preserve the linguistic identity and distinctive culiural 
heritage of the Oriya-speaking people. But in 1920 it identified itself 
with the policy of the Indian National Congress. 


Freedom Struggle 


Along with the movement to unite Oriya-speaking tracts that lay 
outside, the people of Orissa joined the frecdom struggle. Right from 
the days of the establishment of the Indian National Congress, the 
public figures of Orissa have been drawn to its ideologies. After the 
First World War, Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das emerged as a major 
leader of the new nationalism. A group of patriotic youngmen, among 
whom was Utkal Kesari Harekrushna Maltab, had = formed én 
organisation called Bharati Mandir at Cuttack which served as a 
Vehicle for spreading ideas of Indian nationalism. In the Nagpur sessicn 
the Congress decided to launch non-co-operation movement.In March 
1921, Gandhiji visited Orissa and addressed a public mecting at Cuttack 
inthe sandy bed of the Kathjodi river. The non-co-opcration programme 
included boycott of foreign cloth, law courts and government educational 
institutions. During the non-co-operation movement college students, 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


108 CUTTACK 


notably, Harekrushna Mahtab, Nityananda Kanungo, Nanda Kishore 
Das, Rajakrushna Bose and others left their studies in the interest of 
fre-dom struggle. Thedistrict of Cuttack was at the core of the national 
movement and Ashrams such as Swaraj Ashram, Alaka Ashram, 
etc. organised support for the movement. The non-co-operation 
movement had its impact on the peasants’ agitation in Kanika estate. 
The anti-feudal agitation there gained momentum and drew 
sympathy of the Congress leaders. Following the violence at Chauri- 
chaura in 1922, the non-co-operation movement was suspended but the 
movement had made a profound impact onthe minds of the people by 
removing their fears of the British Raj. 


The district has its contribution to the Civil Disobedience Movement. 
Gandhiji had started the movement by breaking the Salt Law on April 6, 
1930. The Salt Satyagraha was a powerful movement in coastal Orissa. 
Inchudi, in Baleshwar district, was the most important venue for the Salt 
Sat yagraha. The first batch of Satyagraha, led by Gopabandhu Choudhury 
and Acharya Harihar, started for Inchudi from the Swaraj Ashram at 
Cuttack. In the district Kujang was another important centre of 
Salt Satyagraha. In June 1920, the Salt Satyagraha was in full swing 
at Kujang. Rama Devi, Malati Devi, Rani Bhagyabati Patamahadevi 
and hundreds of women volunteers joined the movement and violated the 
Salt Law. The other centres of Salt Satyagraha In the district were Chatua, 
Kaliapata, Paradeep, Ersama, Kankardia and Daradia. Apart from the 
organisation of salt, marches, boycott of foreign cloth, propagation of 
Khadi, picketting before excise shops and other constructive programmes 
formed apart of the Civil Disobedince Movement. The participation of 
women and teenagers, called Banarasena, was an important feature of 
the movement. The Civil Disobedience Movement was withdrawn 
in May 1934. 


Gandhiji commenced his Harijan tour in Orissa in May 1934. 
The Padajatra started from Puri. After reaching Cuttack on foot, 
he left for Patna on May 16, 1934 and on return from Patna on May 21 
he resumed his walking tour for the service of Harijan from Bairi 
in the district. He visited several villages by June 8, 1934. 


On the Ist April, 1936 Orissa became a separate province. The 
Congress became actively involved in the election to Orissa Legislative 
Assembly. In November 1936, Jawaharlal Nehru visited Orissa and 
addressed several meetings at Salepur, Bahugram, Chandol and Kendra- 
parha. He emphasized the poverty of the country and miseries of the 
peasants under the British Raj and appealed to the people to join the 
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freedom struggle under the banner of the Indian National Congress. 
In the election, Congress secured absolute majority but refused to form 
the ministry. An interim ministry with the Maharaja of Paralakhemundi 
was formed on April}, 1937 which held office until July 13, 1937. In 
1937,a Congress ministry headed by Biswanath Das was formed and this 
Government did useful works in the field of civil liberties, education, 
public health, prohibition and tenancy reform. A coalition ministry 
was In power from November 1941 to June 1944. Meanwhile the move- 
ment for freedom continued in different forms. As early as 1931 the Utkal 
Congress had decided to set up Kisan Sanghas to ameliorate grievances 
of the peasants and Kisan leaders thereafter intensified their activities. The 
peasants’ agitation was particularly vigorous in the ex-estate of Kanika. 
States People’s conference (Garhjat Praja Sammilani) was held in Cuttack 
in June 1931, and the second conference was also held there with Dr. 
Pattabhi Sitaramaya. On the August of 1939, Subhas Chandra Bose 
visited Cuttack where he was born and presided over Orissa Youth’s 
conference. Individual Satyagraha was started in Orissa in December 
1940 and continued in full vigour till 1941. On June 22nd, 1941 Babu 
Rajendra. Prasad and Acharya Kriplani visited Cuttack. 


On August 8, 1942 the All-India Congress Committee in its meeting 
at Bombay passed the famous ‘Quit India’ resolution and gave a 
callfor mass struggle to achieve freedom. Onthe same night Gandhij! 
declared: 


“Tam not going to be satisfied with anything short of complete 
freedom. Here is mantra, a short one that I give you.......... The 
mantrais Do or Die”. [On August 9, 1942 all Congress institutions 
inthe province including Provincial Congress Committee Office, Swaraj 
Ashram at Cuttack, District Congress Committee offices at Salepur, 
Bari Ashram in Binjharpur police-station, Rahama Ashram at Tirtol, 
Alaka Ashram at Jagatsinghapur and Kendupatna Spinning Centre 
were declared unlawful by the Government of Orissa. All the Congress 
Offices were seized and prominent Congress leaders of the district were 
taken into custody by August 10, 1942. The students of Ravenshaw 
College came forward and spearheaded the movement in the town of 
Cuttack and their example was soon emulated by school students at 
Cuttack, Salepur and Jajpur.] 


The Quit India Programme included attack on post offices, police- 
Stations, Tahasil offices and such other public offices to paralyse the 
administration and force the British to quit India. In the district, 
such incidents occurred in the wake of the movement at various places, 
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such as Salepur, Bari, Dasarathpur, Jajpur, Dharmashala, Titel, 
Jagatsinghaour, Barang, Kuanpal, Balichandrapur, Kaipada, ete. 
Thus the movement was quite fairly widespread inthe district. Another 
feature of the movement was that it was not confined to towns but had 
spread to villages. The Government never anticipated mass movement 
of this type and under slightest provocation resorted to firing at Kaipada. 
As a result of firing, according to the official report, one person died and 
12 were injured, while Congress bulletin claimed that 5 persons were 
killed and 25 injured. The movement became quite formidable in the 
district from the middle of August 1942. It had become forceful 
movement of the people to make India free. On August 27th, 1942, 
defying prohibitory orders nearly 10,000 people surrounded the S.D.O.'s 
Court at Jajpur to demand resignation of Government Officers. This 


shows the extent of participation of the people. 


Progress after Independence 


After years of struggle, finally India became independent. A new 
Orissa emerged with the integration of princely States on January Ist, 
1948. The ex-states of Tigiria, Athagarh, Badamba and Narasinghapur 
formed a part of the Cuttack district. On July 26th, 1948 the Orissa 
High Court was established at Cuttack and Justice Birakishore Ray 
joined as its first Chief Justice. The town of Cuttack remained as the 
provincial headquarters till 1956, when it was completely shifted to 
Bhubaneshwar. In independent India, the district is steadily moving 
forward towards the process of modernisation and development. 


More details about the history of Cuttack (proper) from the revenue 
point and as a place of interest have been given in Chapter XI (Revenue 
Administration) and Chapter XIX (Places of Interest) respectively. 


Feudatory States 


The feudatory states of the district consist of 4 ex-states namely, 
Athagarh, Badamba, Narasinghapur and Tigiria. They were part of the 
Orissa eX-states formerly known as Orissa Garhjats (Land of Forts) 
which were divided into 26 states beginning with Tigiria with 47 Sq. 
miles (121°73 Sq. km.) and ending with Mayurbhanj, the biggest of Orissa 
ex-states with an area of 4,243 sq.miles (10,989°37 sq. km.), Formerly, these 
ex-states formed part of the great kingdom of Kalinga, latterly known 
as Orissa.The Rajas were known as Samanta Rajas under the independent 
Gajapati kings. Regarding the status of these Samanta chiefs, ; 


. s . an 
official historian states as follyws: 
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“Before this country passed into the hands of the British Government 
the chiefs were subordinates to the Raja of Puri, the de facto Raja of 
Orissa from whom they held as fiefs these mahals. The grants were 
originally made in recognition of menial services which the ancestors of 


the present beneficiaries had rendered to the “then reigning monarchs.” 


Prior to 1803, Orissa including these states formally formed a part of 
the territory of the Maratha Bhonsla king of Nagpur, whose dependencies 
included Surguja, Sambalpur, Bastar, and to the eastward, Cuttack and 
Orissa. The peace cf Deogan was purchased by Raghuji with the 
sacrifice of Berar and Cuttack and Appa Saheb’s treachery had been 
the cause of transferring to the English Company much more of the 
territory tothe east. Even though the suzerainty over these territories 
was transferred from Raghuji to the British, they could not take posses- 
sion of all the territories as they were never actually conquered. The 
British districts of Orissa were gradually brought under direct administra- 
tion by the Regulation of 1805 leaving aside the Orissa ex-states which 
were exempted from the said Regulation. The Company entered into 
treaties, engagements, Kawolnamas with almost all ofthe then existing 
chieftains. But in course of time mahals of some of the chieftains such 
as, Kanika, Aul, Kujang, Harishpur, etc. were incorporated in_ the 
British districts. But the present day Orissa ex-states referred to here 
were excluded and kept under their chieftains. 


These territories were divided into 3 groups for administrative conveni- 
ence. One group was known as “Sambalpur Garhjat Chiefs” consisting of 
Bindranuagada, Khadial, Borasambar, Phuljhar, Bargarh, Patna, 
Sarangagarh, Sakti, Raigarh, Bamanda, Rechakhol and Sonapur. This 
group was administered by a British Agent with headquarters at 
Ranchi in Chotanagpur. There was another group with 18 Garhjats 
beginning from Tigiria, Athagarh upto Mayurbhanj and was known as 
the Cuttack Tributary Mahals. The ex-states of Boudh and Athamallik 
had previously been attached to the Ranchi Agent. But when in 1816 a 
Superintendent of Tributary Mahals was appointed as subordinate to the 
Commissioner of the Orissa Division, Boudh and Athamallik were 
transferred from the jurisdiction of the Ranchi Agent to that of the 
Superintendent of Cuttack Tributary Mahals in 1837. 
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Subsequently the seven ex- states of Kalahandi, Patna, etc. known as 
ex-C.P. group were transferred to the jurisdiction of the Chief Comm- 
ssioner of Nagpur. The two ex-states,Seraikela and Kharsawan, remained 
under the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Chhotanagpur, the rest 
being under the jurisdiction of the Commissioner of Orissa. 


The C.P. group of the7 Orissa ex-states were again amalgamated with 
the other Orissa ex-states in 1906 and all these were placed under the 
“Political Agent’? whose office was then created and located at Sambal- 
pur with judicial powers of High Court and administrative Supervising 
powers exercised by the Commissioner of Orissa Division. In 1916 the 
two ex-States, Seraikela and Kharsawan, came under the Political Agent of 
Orissa. Again from 1st April, 1922 the Commissioner of Orissa 
Division ceased all his connection with the ex-states, all powers heretofore 
vested in him being transferred to the Political Agent who was thereafter 
designated as Political Agent and Commissioner having also jurisdiction 
of certain judicial powers over the administration of Anugul, a non-Regula- 
ted area of British Orissa. The Deputy Commissioner of Anugul was also 
delegated powers of an Additional Political Agent from 1922 and used to 
supervise and try Session cases in some neighbouring states. This 
arrangement was discontinued from 1st December, 1924, all powers then 
being exercised by the Political Agent and Assistant Political Agent. 


There came another change in 1933. The Eastern States Agency 
was established on the Ist April of that year comprising 26 feuda- 
tory States of Orissa and 14 other states from the Central Provinces. Prior 
to that the 26 Orissa states were under the control of the Governor-in- 
Council of Bihar and Orissa and 14 states of C.P. were similarly under the 
control of the Governor-in-Council of C.P. After the enquiry of the Butler 
Committee in 1929 these states were taken out from the control of the 
provincial Governments and had direct relationship with the Central 
Government, the Governor-General (then known as Crown Representative) 
exercising his jurisdiction through the Agent to the Governor-General, 
(later designated as Resident) whose headquarters was first located at 
_ Ranchi. Under him 2 Political Agents worked; one for the 26 Orissa 

States with headquarters at Sambalpur and the other for the 14 C.P. 
States with headquarters at Raipur. After ashort period, 2 more states 
of Bengal; Tripura and Cooch Behar were added to the Eastern States 
Agency andthe headquarters of the Resident was transferred from Ranchi 


to Calcutta and it was then that the designation was changed from 
*" Agent to Governor-General (AGG)” to “Resident”, 
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There was then a further viviscction of the Orissa feudatory states. 
The Eastern States Agency was divided into 3 different agencies under the 
same Resident, known as Bengal States Agency, Orissa States Agency 
and Chhatisgarh States Agency. In the Bengal Agency besides Tripura 
and Cooch Behar which were Bengali States, the Orissa state of 
Mayurbhanj had been included and this Agency was under the jurisdiction 
of the Secretary to the Resident. Two other Oriya states Kalahandi 
and Patna were torn out from the Orissa States Agency and amalgamated 
with the C. P. group of Chhatisgarh States Agency. The Orissa States 
Agency thus represented 20 out of 26 Orissa feudatory states, 


Condition of peasantry and system of taxation 


The following quotations from the Enquiry Committee Report of 
Orissa States 1939 will reveal the condition of the peasantry and the 
system of taxation which were, more or less, prevalent in almost all the 
feudatory states of Orissa. 


“The peasantry has no fullright in all these States. It is liable to 
ejection inspite of its long possession and enjoyment for generations. 
The claims of reclamation were of no avail to it.” 


“Besides, there are no rules for remission and suspension of arrears 
inthe land rent. A default in payment means the confiscation of land 
which is sold to the highest bidder without the balance, if any, over the 
arrears being refunded”. 


“The agrarian situation inthese States is getting more acute every- 
day by the increase in rents, which knows no check, aggravated by the 
present economic depression. The peasantry is naturally restive and 
shows signs of impatience for the lightening of their burden. Much 
valuable land remains uncultivated as the outside people are not attracted 
by the conditions on which it is given on rent. Insecurity of tenure 
and liability to arbitrary increase in rents are the two stumbling blocks 
which create serious difficulties in the way of increasing cultivation over 
vast blocks of rich land which might bring prosperity tothe local populs- 
tion and add substantially to the State Treasury’’. 


“The system of taxation now prevailing in these States defies all 
canons of sound finance. Land is heavily taxed without regard to 
the capacity of the peasants to pay. Neither the wholesome rules 
of Manu regarding land tax, nor the scientific principles of land-revenue 
assessment evolved by the experts of the British Government in India 
aré observed by th2 Rulers of these States”. | 
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“rand revenue in British India is considered to be high enough and 
there is a widespread demand for its substantial reduction. But the 
same rent in the States is higher still’. 


“Added to this there are numerous Other taxes, fees, Salamies, 
levies and monopolies, education cess varying between half anna totwo 
annas three pies per rupee of rent, hospital cess varying between 
half anna to one anna six pies per rupee of rent ; forest cess varying 
between half anna to one anna three pies per rupee of rent, road cess 
or miscellaneous cess varying between six annas to one anna and six 
pies per rupee of rent. Such cesses are levied in lieu of bethi and 
begari, but in actual practice this excessive cess is collected over and 
above the bethi which is also realised as before in many States ; grazing 
fee at one anna to Re. 1-4-0. per cattle per year; taxon 
industrial castes: special cess on sugar-cane, cess for using sugar-cane 
crushing machine, tax on landless labourers, fruit cess; cess for exporting 
grain or merchandise; fee for adoption, Salami for permitting widows 
to adopt (and such fee is in many States levied at the rate of Rs.5 
or thereabouts per acre of land); in many States levy of income-tax, 
tax on salt, kerosene, bidi, tobacco, pan, cocoanut, coir, meat,and 
many other articles and necessaries of life through monopoly ; in some 
States special fees for permitting use of double plank doors, use of 
any head-dress, use of palanquins, tax on plough and many other 
taxes have been levied. In the reports given in this book on Athagarh 
and Talcher, the details of different taxes and cesses will be found. 
What is true of these States is also true of most of the States.” 


“In a poverty-stricken area which has no other sources of income 
except land, this heavy and iniquitous burden has broken the backs 
of the peasantry and created conditions ripe for an agrarian revolution, 
avery mild type of which has already manifested itself in several States 
in Orissa.” 


“The system of monopolies in the daily necessaries of life like salt, 
kerosene, pan, cocoanut, etc, hits the people very hard, increase in 
prices in those commodities encourages sale of inferior stuff and Sets 


the law of diminishing return in motion with the consequent fall in 
consumption of the articles concerned.”’ 


“From all evidence that we have been able to gather and from all 
our careful enquiries we are led to believe that the Rulers generally 
spend about half the public revenues on themselves and their families.”’ 
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“Besides the sums earmarked in the State Budgets for the domestic 


_ department there are various other devices which the Rulers and their 
advisors have found out by which a good portion of public money is 
diverted to the private treasury ofthe Raja”. 


. Risings and Rebellions 


As a result, there were several risings and rebellions in various 
ex-States like Bamanda, Boudh, Dashapalla, Nilagiri, Talcher and Dhenkanal 
which are outside the scope of this chapter. 


The history of Risings and Rebellions in Orissa states Could be 
traced back to the year 1866, the year of the great famine known as 
*"Na-anka”’. The €x-states were then under the direct supervision of the 
Commissioner of Orissa Division which formed a part of the then 
Bengal Presidency. Just after the British took over, there were repeated 
famines in Orissa and Orissa ex-States in 1806, 1809, 1836 and the worst 
famine that had ever occurred in any country came upon these poor 
people in the year 1866-67. The harrOwing tales of this disastrous 
famine were beyond description. Over 8 lakhs of people died within 
a span of a few months. The coastal districts of Orissa division and 
particularly the Orissa ex-states proved to be the worst grave-yard of men, 
women and children who died of hunger and pestilence—literally like 
flies. It went to such an extent that the mother tried to live on the 
flesh of the dead child and man ate the flesh of man. It wasa 
veritable hell that men and nature created together. The inhuman 
negligence and callous attitude of the administrators were greatly 
responsible for this holocaust which was re-echoed not only in this 
Country but even in the British Parliament of those daysas a result of 
which a famine commission was appointed bythe British Government 
known asthe Melvelli Commission. Prior to the famine the economic 
condition of these ex-states had deteriorated to such an extent that the 
then British Government put some of these ex-states such as Dashapalla, 
Kendujhar, Nayagarh, Narasinghapur, Tigiria and Hindol into public 
auction on account of repeated failures on the part of the fulers to 
pay the meagre tributes to the British Government. When there were 
no bidders the government itself purchased these ex-states. But later, 
on political considerations these ex-states were again restored to the 
rulers. These ex-states which once formed part of the great ancient Kalinga, 
which had built up a cultural empire and over-sea market in South- 
East Asia through its merchant navy and wasin a prosperous condition, 
was ultimately reduced to utter penury in course of time. After the great 
famine of 1866 there was the first rebellion in Kendujhar ex-state when 
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T.E. Ravenshaw was the Commissioner of Orissa Division. It was a rebe~ 
ion by the Bhuyans, an Adivasi tribe and a large number of people were 
killed on account of repressive measures. 


There wer: subsequent risings and rebellions in various ex-States lke 
Bamande, Dashapalla, Talcher, Dhenkanal, etc. 


Prajamandal Movement in the ex-states 


In such circumstances the Orissa State’s People’s conference was 
first organised in 1931 at Cuttack with the active co-operation of the 
All-India States’ People’s conference and with the help of a handful 
of workers of Orissa ex-states and the help and co-operation of some 
level-headed public men of Orissa. The co-operation of the rulers was 
sought who, however, refused to recognise it. On the contrary all 
attempts were made to nip it in the bud. Extraordinary circumstances 
owing to aggressive Congress movement in the province also stood on 


the way and after ‘the first conference the organisation became dormant 
for a pretty long time. 


It was in the year 1936-37 that fresh attempts were m 
rejuvenate the organisation and the second 
in the year 1937 under 
It was then proposed that 
to enquire into the prevaili 


aude to 
Session was held at Cuttack 
the presidentship of Dr. Pattabhi Sitar 
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Enquiry Committee with Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab as President and 
Sj. Balavantaral Mehta and Sj. Lalmohan Patnaik as members was 
moved to hear the people that came forward in hundreds to lay their 
grievances before them. Many of the rulers tried to prevent such 
evidence being forthcoming. 


Renewed repressions stafted in various ex-states particularly in 
Nilagiri, Dhenkanal and Talcher which later became matters of history 
of Freedom Movement. Peaceful civil resistance also started in  ex-states 
like Athagarh, Tigirta, Badamba anc Nar. singhapur under the guidance 
of the respective Prajamandal leaders. The rulers of these ex-states more 
or less followed the repressive policy of their fidllow rulers of 
Dhenkanal and Talcher and they had also their share of firing 
and lathi charges on innocent and peaceful crowds following 
the declarations of the Prajamandals in their states as unlawful 
and going back upon their declarations and assitrances given 
before in response to the agitation and demand of the Prajamandals. 
There were great agitations in almost all the Orissa ex-states on account 
of the widespread activities Ofthe Prajamandals and upheavals among the 
people including tribal people. At this stage of the *ffairs, the Ranpur 
ex-state suddenly came into prominence owing to the aggressive murder 
of the Political Agent, Major Bazelgette by the infuriated mob. The move- 
ment of Satyagraha got arude shock from this deplorable incident but 
it gave aturn more towards constitutional agitation. Prominent Congress 
leaders of Orissa and some notable Indian leaders tried to intervene in the 
state people’s agitation in order to bring about a settlement between the 
rulers and the people. Babu Rajendra Prasad later President of indepen- 
dent India, Rev. C.F. Andrews, Miss Agatha Harrison (Secretary of the 
Indian Conciliation Group, London), Dr. H. Mahtab, Prof. N. G. Ranga 
and a few others played important roles in bringing about such settlement. 
Ultimately under the advice of Mahatma Gandhi the Satyagraha move- 
ment was withdrawn and the demands were taken up in a _ constitutional 
way. Prajamandal leaders who were associated with the Regional Council 
of States People’s Conference took a leading role in preparing memoranda 
on the repressive measures under the auspices ofthe said council and 
submitted the same to the authority. They led the agitation in a systematic 
way beginning from the Constituent Assembly downto the remotest cor- 
ners of the ex-states. Political Agents also intervened. It is worthwhile to 
note that the Orissa States People’s agitation for securing fundamental 
rights and democratic constitution could not have been effective 
if the then Congress ministry of Orissa headed by Biswanath Das 
would not have extended its moral support and exercised its influence with 
the Government of India and the premier political organisations of the 
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country. The situation after Ranpur agitation was followed by a tactical 
change of the policy by the rulers. The Dhenkanalruler made a proclama- 
tion of constitutional reforms in the state in June 1939 followed by the 
ruler of Talcher. Similarly in Athagarh, Khandaparha, Nayagarh, Hindol 
and various other ex-states some popular leaders were associated with the 
administration of the ex-states. But inthe wake of the Second World War 
and the resignation of the Congress ministry in September 1939, the 
situation took a different turn. The Political Department tightened 
its grip on the ex-states. All Prajamandal organisations were banned and 
leaders and workers were put into jail. After the war, they were released 
as prelude to the transfer of power by the British to the Indian hands on 
the 15th August,1947. 


Merger of Ex-states 


It may be remembered that All-India States’ People’s Conference 
under the leadership of Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramaya and Balavantrai 
Mehta had previously suggested that the small states should have a 
common administration with the neighbouring provinces. The first 
session of the Orissa and C. P. Regional Council of the All India States’ 
People’s Conference held at Cuttack on the Ist March, 1947 with 50 duly 
elected delegates from 15 affiliated organisations like Prajamandals of 
different ex-States had reached at a momentous decision regarding the 
future status of these ex-states and introduction of democratic rule in 
their administration and ultimately their collaboration with the 
neighbouring provinces on cultural, linguistic and geographical 
considerations, 


With the coming of independence in 1947 the issue of the 
merger of the states was taken up immediately for which grounds 
had long been prepared by the Prajamandal movement. 


The leaders of Orissa and of India could not have allowed the 
princely chiefs to continue to rule as before. Dr. H. Mahtab took the 
initiative for the merger of the states without any ‘further delay. The 
unrest in the ex-state of Nilagiri forced him for intervention and the 
ex-State was merged with Orissa in November 1947. This alarmed the 
other rulers while it encouraged the people to stand up boldly for their 
political emancipation. The developing crisis made the Government of 
India’s intervention imperative and Sardar Vallabhabhai Patel came to 
Orissa in December 1947. His statesmanship and strength bore result when 
all the princely states, except Mayurbhanj, signed the agreement handing 
over the administration of their states to the Government of India in per- 
petuity, who on their part delegated the administrative power to the state 
Government. The princely states, thus, except Mayurbhanj, were merged 
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with Orissa with effect from Ist January, 1948. Mayurbhanj, too, 
merged with Orissa a year later. As aconsequence of merger the four 
ex-6tates of Athagarh, Narasinghapur, Bedemba ard Tigitia were tegged 
to the Cuttack district. 


The above descriptions of the feudatory states ere ccomncn 
more or less to all the Orissa feudatory states. Detailed cccounts about 
the ex-states of Athagarh, Badamba, Tigiria and Narasinghapur are 
given below. 


Athagarh 


The ex-State of Athagarh lies between 20° 26’ and 20° 41’ N. ard 
84° 32’ and 85° 52’ E. with an area of 435°12 square kilcmetres. The 
ex-state is said to have originally extended on the east as far as 
Parganas of Cuttack Haveli and Dalijora, on the west upto Tigiria, 
on the north from Kapilas to Gobindpur, Baldiabandh, Nadiali, Krishna- 
prasad and Paschimeshwar temples ard on the scuth to Benrki, 
Damparha, Matri and Patia. Kakhariand Tapankhand were annexed 
by the Mughal rulers and neighbouring chiefs encreachcd upen the 
State from allsides. Parjang and Bajrakot were given away as Amruta 
Manohi (religious) endowments about 150 years ago. Raja of Dkenkanal 
who married two ofthe daughters of the chief of Athagarh obtained 
possession of most of the villages of Majkuri Bisa,i.e. from Kapilas 
temple via Krishnaprasad to Paschimeswar temple. With its reduced 
size, it 1s bordered on the north by Dhenkanal ex-state; on the 
west by the ex-States of Tigira and Dhenkanal and on the east and 
south by Cuttack district andthe Mahanadi river. The family of the 
Chief of Athagarh belongs to the Karan caste of Orissa with its recognised 
title “Sri Karan Bewarta Patnaik”. The emblem of the ex-state was 
*“Radha-Krishna”’. 


The ex-state was formerly within the kingdom of the kings of Orissa. 
Raja Niladri Beberta Patnaik was the founder of the ex-state. According 
to one version he was the Bebarta or Minister of the Puri Raja, who 


conferred on him the title of Raja and gave him Athagarh as a reward for 
his meritorious services. The other version is that one of the kings of 
Orissa married the daughter of his Bebarta (Dewan) named Niladri Bhadra 
Patnaik and presented his father-in-law with three villages, namely Bali, 
Jemadeipur and Pahilabar with the title of Raja conferred on him for 
which the ex-state was also called as Bali-Athagarh. After his death, his 
son, Raja Bhagirathi Bebarta Patnaik extended the territory by sube 
jugating Dalua Paik Sardars of eight Garhs for which the ex-state Is said 
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to have been named as Athagarh. The ex-state was one of the ten 
ex-states which entered into treaty engagements in 1803. The relation 
between the ex-state and the British Governnient was regulated by the 
terms of Sanad granted in 1894 and revised from time to time. In 
1908, the then chief Raja Srikaran Biswanath Bebarta Patnaik Bahadur 
obtained as a personal distinction, the title of Raja Bahadur from. the 
British Government. Raja Radhanath Bebirta Patnaik was the last 
ruler of the ex-state who signed the Instrument of Merger on the 15th 
December, 1947. He was born on the 28th November, 1909, succeeded 
to the throne in 1918 and was invested with ruling powers on the 5th 
Septemtber, 1932. 

Details about the revenue history of the ex-State have been given in 
Chapter XI (Revenue Administration). 


Badamba 

The ex-state of Badamba lies between 20° 21’ and 20° 31’N, and 
85° 12’ and 85°31’ E, with an area of 367°52 square kilometres. It 1s 
bounded on the north by the Hindol ex-state, on the east by the Tigiria 
ex-state, and on the south by the Cuttack district and Khandaparha 
ex-State (the boundary line was formed by the Mahanadi river). The 
emblem of the ex-state was a rabbit metamorphosed into a lion. 


The history of the Badamba ex-state is said to have been 
commenced from 1305 A. D. with Hatakeswar Rout, a famous 
wrestler who served Narasinghadev, the Raja of Orissa 
and in recognition of his valour was presented with two Kondh 
villages by name Sankha and Mohuri, presently known as Sankhameri, 
5km. south of Badamba. The area of the two villages was about 
10°3596 sq. kilometres. The founder, however, extended the limit of 
his possession to about 20°7192 sq. kilometres before he died, leaving 
his younger brother Malakeswar Rout to succeed him. He extended 
the limit of the ex-state to Ogalpur. He discovered goddess Bhattarika 
or Bruhadamba at Ogalpur and out of great respect for this goddess 
named the ex-state after her name. In course of time the name Bruhada- 
mba is said to have been changed as Badamba. After ruling for 22 years 
he died and his son Durgeswar became the ruler of the ex-state. He ex- 
tended the limits of the country and established forts at Ratagarh, Kadana 
and Budhapanka to protect the eastern boundary from the aggression 
of the rulers of Tigiria, Banki and Dhenkanal. He also established two 
villages, namely, Champeidwar and Durgapur. Jambeswar Raut, the 
fourth chief, who held his Gadi from 1375 to 1416 A.D., conquered the 
Kondh chiefs of Kharodh and annexed his lands raising the area of the 
ex-state to about 932364 square kilometres. He made land grants for the 
worship of goddess Mahakali on the Chandragiri hill. The fifth chief, 
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Bholeswar Raut, conquered the Khandait or chief of Amatia and extended 
the limit of the ex-state to Rata pat,12°8744 km. west of the headquarters, 
and the boundary between the ex-states of Badamba and Narasin ghapur. 
It was during the time of this chief, who held Gadi for 43 years (1416 
to 1459 A.D.) that the farthest western limit of the ex-state was reached. 
His successors increased their possessions to the east of the headquarters. 
Kanhu Charan Raut, the sixth chief, held his Gadi for 55 years (1459 to 
1514 A.D.) and extended the limit of the ex-state to Mahulia, subjugating 
Kelu Dora, the chief of Khairas. He also established a fort at Ratapat 
to protect the boundary of the ex-state from the attacks of Narasinghapur 
chief. He was a good looking, brave and benevolent king. He was 
well-conversant in music and singing and married in the royal family of 
Anugul. He was allowed to use while on procession Chhatri, Trasa, 
Jhalara and Pankha by the Raja of Puri. He had three sons, namely, Deba 
Raut, Madhaba Raut and Bikram Raut. Madhaba Raut became the 
ruler after his father’s death as Deba Raut met an untimely death. He 
tuled for 23 years(1514—1537 A.D.) and extended the limits of the ex-state 
by conquering some portions from Banki, Khandaparha, Narasighapur and 
Hindol areas. He started the Makara festival of Lord Simhanath on the 
bank of Mahanadi river. After him, his eldest son, Nabin Chandra Raut 
held Gadi for 23 years (1537 to 1560 A.D.). During his time the ex-state 
attained its largest limit from Ratapat inthe west to Bidharpur in the 
east, and from the range of hills separating Hindolfrom Badamba in the 

north to the banks of the Mahanadi on the south. He established the 
village Maniabandh, which is now famous for its handloom fabrics. He 
was a highly learned man in Sanskrit literature and got the title of Samanta- 
simhara. He was succeeded by his eldest son, Bajradhar Raut, who ruled 
for 24 vears (1560—1584 A.D.). He started the Car Festival of Lord 
Jagannath in Badamba and established Brahmin settlements, temples and 

Mathas. 


The Raghunath Jeu Matha at Badamba was established during his reign. 
His eldest son, Chandra Sekhar Mangaraj, ruled the territory for 33 years 
(1584—1617 A.D.) and the title of Mangaraj was conferred on him by the 
Raja of Puri. He was succeeded by his son, Narayan Mangaraj, who 
ruled the territory for 18 years (1617—1635 A.D.). He built a large-sized 
image of Lord Jagannath and repaired the temple of Simhanath. He 
established the idol of Lord Hanuman inthe fort. He wasa great poct. 
After his death, Krushna Chandra Mangaraj held the Gadi from 1635 
to 1650 A.D. During his time the Muslims plundered the country as a 
consequence of which the chief made an agreement with them, paying 4 
tribute of 6,335 Kahans of coweries per annum. He was an erudite scholar 
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in Sanskrit learning. He established the village Khairapanga. His son, 
Gopinath Mangaraj, established the idol of Lord Gopinath inside the 
fort and established the village Gopinathpur after his name. His son 
Balabhadra Mangaraj, the eldest son of the second queen became the ruler 
of the ex-state as the eldest queen had no issue. He constructed a temple 
for Lord Gopinath, the Jagamohan of Bhattarika and the temple of 
Swapneswar Mahadev. He also established the idol of Lord Jagannath 
called Mahimasagar at Gopinathpur. The Balabh:drapur Sasan was 
established by him. Many poets and writers flourished during his period. 
After him, Fakir Chandra Mangaraj Mahapatra became the ruler. He 
earned the title of Mahapatra for his bravery against Banki. The two 
great festivals of Badamba ex-state, viz., Mahastami in the month of 
Aswina (September-October) of Goddess Bhattarika and Chandan in the 
month of Baisikh (April-May)were started during his time. He ruled for 
32 years. He had no issue, so he adopted Benudhar as his son. Benudhar 
Mangaraj Mahapatra established the Masakhai Garh during his rule. 
He was unmarried and adopted Padmanav as his son. Padmanav 
Birabar Mangaraj Mahapatra held the Gadi from 1748 to 1796 A. D. 
The title of Birabar was conferred on him. During the first part of his 
rule, the Raja of Khandaparha invaded the ex-state, and remained 
in possession of the ex-state for 13. months. Raja Padmanav sought 
the assistance of the Raja of Khordha and recovered possession of the 
ex-state. In 1775, the Raja of Narasinghapur invaded the ex-state and took 
possession of two of its important forts; Kharodh and Ratapat. The Raja 
sought the help of the Marathas this time and with their assistance was 
able to regain possession of the two forts. He built the shrine of Dakhina 
Kali situated near the temple of Simhanath and established the villages 
Padmanavpur and Banamalipur. His queen was a poetess who wrote 
many Kavyas among which Sitakallola is the biggest. After Raja 
Padmanay, his second son Pindiki Birabar Mangaraj Mahapatra became 
the ruler for a period of 48 years. The stone steps near Bhattarika 
temple were built by him. He adopted Gopinath, son of Bairagi Bidyadhar, 
as he had nomaleissue. Gopinath Birabar Mangaraj Mahapatra ruled 
for a period of 18 years. During his time the Land Record Settlement 
was done for the first time. After his death, his son Dasarathi Birabar 
Mangaraj Mahapatra became the ruler for 12 years. He established 
the deities of Mangala Thakurani and Rasabehari Deb near the palace, 


He established the D sarathipur Sasan. The construction of roads at 


certain places also started during his rule. He died of small-pox. Biswam- 
bhar Birabar Mangaraj Mahapatra ascended the Gadi as a minor 
During his rule land settlements were done and construction of hice 
buildings, hospital, vernacular schools, Sanskrit Tols and roads were 
made. He died at the age of 42. Narayan Bircbar Mangaraj 
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Mahapatra was the last ruler of the ex-state who signed the Instrument 
of Merger onthe 15th December, 1947. He was born onthe 10th January, 
1914 and ascended the Gadi as a minor at the age of eight. 


Details about the revenue history of the ex-state have been given in 
Chapter XI (Revenue Administration). 


Narasinghapur 


The ex-State of Narasinghapur lies between 20° 23’ and 20° 37’ and 
84° 58’ and 85° 17'E, with an area of 515°410 sq.km. It is bounded 
on the north by arange of forest-clad hills, which separate it from old 
Anugul district and Hindol ex-state, on the east by the Badamba ex-State, 
on the south and south-west by the Mahanadi river which divides it from 
the Khandaparha and Dashapalla ex-States, and on the west by 
Dashapalla ex-state and old Anugul district. The emblem of the ex-state 
was a scorpion. 


The ex-state is learnt to have been founded by Dharma Singh about 
1292 A.D. It is said to have originally been in the possession of two 
Kondhs, Narasingh and Para, from whom the name of the ex-state 
was derived. The area of the ex-State was from time to time curtailed by 
portions by the attacks of the chiefs of Hindol, Badamba and Dashapalla. 
The title Mansingh HariChandan Mahapatra was obtained by the fifteenth 
chief, Dayanidhi Mansingh Harichandan Mahapatra. Somnath 
Mansingh Harichandan Mahapatra ascended the throne on the Ist 
December, 1826 when he was 20 years of age. The ex-State paid an annual 
tribute of Rs. 1,364 to the British Government. The Sanad was revised 
in 1908 and accordingly the ex-state had to pay Rs. 1,450 as an annual 
tribute. 


Details about the revenue history of this ex-State have been given in 
Chapter XI (Revenue Administration). 


Tigitia 

The ex-state Tigiria lies between 20°24’ and 20°32’ N. and 85°26’ and 
85°35" EB, It isthe smallest of the ex-States in Orissa, with an area of only 
119°140 sq.km. It is bounded on the north by Dhenkanal ex-state, on the 
east by Athagarh ex-state, on the south by Mahanadi river and on the west 
by Badamba ex-state. The ex-state paid a tribute of Rs. 882/- annually 
to the British Government. The emblem of the ex-State was Pancha- 
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-sastra (five weapons}. 


According to tradition the founder of the ex-state was Nityananda 
Tunga who subdued the chiefs of three Garhs and brought under his 
subjugation the surrounding area. It is said that he gave the name Tigiria 
or Three Hills to this place. Another derivation assigns the name of 
the ex-state from the fact of its having three divisions protected by three 
forts ‘Tri Garh’ which in course of time spelt as Tigiria. He ruled for 
65 years from 1246to 1310 A.D. After him, Tripurari Tunga became 
the chief and ruled for 38 years, from 1311 to 1348 A.D. He was followed 
by Narottam Tunga (1349 to 1409 A. D.), Raghunath Tunga (1410 to 
1462 A. D.), Bishnu Tunga (1463 to 1502 A. D.), Pitambar Tunga (1503 
to 1550 A.D.), Basudev Tunga (1551 to 1587 A.D.), Sridhar Tunga (1585 
to 1640 A. D.), Krupasindhu Tunga (1641 to 1681 A.D.) and Sankarshan 
Mandhata Mahapatra (1682 to 1742 A. D.}. He was granted a Sanad 
by the Marathas conferring on him the title of Mahapatra in lieu 
of his assistance rendered to the Maratha Subehdar Chimanji against 
the chief of Dhenkanal ex-State. They further declared that the Raya 
whenever wished to go on a procession should be accompanied by men 


and elephant with a black flag, drum, bugle, etc., which the chiefs of 
Tigiria observed this custom asa honour. He was followed by Gopinath 
Champatisingh and Jadumani Rai Singh. The next chief Jagannath 
Champatisingh Mahapatra (1798 to 1844) assisted the raja of Orissa 
against the raja of Dampada and was rewarded with the service of Bad 
Parichha in the temple of Jagannath at Puri, a privilege which the family 


enjoys in perpetuity. He was followed by Harihar Champatisingh 


Mahapatra (1845 to 1886 A.D.) and Banamali Champatisingch 


Mahapatra. Raja Banamali! succeeded his father in 1887. He was 
a very pious king and erected theltemples of Prasanna Purusottam Deb and 
Gopinath Deb at Nijgarh. He adopted a son whose name was Sudarsan 
Rai Singh. Brajaraj Kshatriya Birabar Champatisingh Mahapatra was 
the last ruler who signed the Instrument of Merger on the 15th December, 


1947. He was born on the 15th October, 1921 and succeeded to Gadi 
on the 16th June, 1943. 


Details about the revenue history of the ex-state have been given in 
Chapter XI (Revenue Administration). 
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PEOPLE 
Population 


The total population of Cuttack district as enumerated by the 
Census of 1981 was 4,628,800 of which 2,346,690 were males and 
2,282,110 females.* The district during the above census period was 
divided into 6 subdivisions, 20 Tahasils and 33 police-stations. ** The 
population of each such administrative unit is given below as per the 
1981 Census. 


IS 





Tahasil/ Males Females Total 
Police-station population 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Sukinda Tahasil 1,35,495 1,29,260 2,64,755 
Sukinda P.S. 65,468 62,751 1,28,219 
Jajpur Road P.S. .. 22,582 19,049 41,631 
(portion) 
Korei P.S. 47,445 47,460 94,905 
Darpan Tahasil 1,92,081 1,87,539 3,79,620 
Jajpur Road P.S, ... 3,550 3,414 6,964 
(portion) 
Dharmashala P.S. ... 1,12,731 1,10,445 293176 
Barachana P.S. 75,800 73680 1,49,480 
Binjharpur Tahasil 1,06,446 1,13,145 2,19,591 
Binjharpur P.S. 1,06,446 1,13,145 2,19,591 
Jajpur Tahasil 1,35,515 1,36,612 2.72,127 
Jajpur P.S. = 1,35,515 1,36,612 2,72,127 


$$ 
_ © Census of India, 1981, Orissa, Part Il-A. General Population Tables, pp. 40—42, 
ee According toCensus of India, 1991, Orissa, Final Population 
population of Cuttack district is 5,522,659 (2.814,589 males and 


Due to reorganisation, the number of Tahasils and police-stations 
and 50 respectively, 


Totals, the 
2,708,070 females). 
has incrsased to 25 
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Tahasil/ 
Police-station 


(1) 


Kanika Tahasil 

Aul P. S. (Portion) 
Aul Tahasil 

Aul P. §. (Portion): ° 
Rajnagar Tahasil 
Rajnagar P.S. 
Pattamundai Tahasil - - 
Pattamunadi P.S. .. 
Kendraparha Tahasil 
Kendraparha P. S. .. 
Salepur Tahasil 
Mahanga P. S. 
Tangi P. S. (portion) 
Salepur P. S. 
Kisannagar P. S. 
Marsaghai Tahasil 
Patkura P. S. 
Mahakalaparha P. S. 
Kujanga Tahasil 
Paradcep P. S. 
Tirtol P. S. 

Frasama P, S, 


Jagatsinghapur Tahasil 


a ee a ene eee ae er ee ee 
Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


PEOPLE 





Males 


(2) 


52,797 
52,797 
49,567 
49,567 
49,134 


49,134 
74,187 
74,187 

1,16,865 

1,16,865 

2,24,376 

67,050 
5077 

1,16,945 
35,104 

1,48,020 

1,01,681 
46,339 

1,92,000 
34,432 

1,07,064 
50,504 
2,06,674 


Ne oe re ee 


Females 


(3) 


54,456 
54,456 
53,291 
53,291 
46,436 


46,436 
78,072 
78,072 

1,13,781 

1,13,781 

2,20,390 
65,748 

5,023 

1,14,526 

35,093 
1,44,613 

1,01,456 
43,157 

1,82,318 
24,049 

1,08,793 
49,476 
2,10,509 


127 


Total 


population 


(4) 


[,07,253 
1,07,253 
1,02,858 
1,02,858 

95,570 


95,570 
152,259 
1,52,259 
2,30,646 
2,30,646 
4,44,766 
1,32,798 

10,300 
2,31,471 

70,197 
,92,633 
2,03,137 

39,496 
3,74,318 

58,481 
2,15,857 

99,980 
4,17,183 
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Tahe sil} 
Police-station 
(1) 
Balikuda P.S. ** 
Jagatsinghapur P. 5. 
WNiali Takasil = 


Gobindpur ?. 8. 


Cuttack Tahasil 
Cuttack Sadar P. 8S. 


Chaudwar P. S. 
Tangi P.S. (portion) 
Athagarh Tahasii 


Gurudijhatia P. S._ 


Athagarh P. 8. 
Tigiria Tahasi! 


Tigiria P.S., 

Banki Tahasil 

Banki P. S. 
Baidyeshwar P. S. .. 
Badamba Tahasil 
Badamba P. 8S. 
Narasinghapur Tahasil 
Kanpur P. S. 


Narasinghapur P. S. 


A ne 
—_— Re a 2 © er oP PS re “—n 
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Males 


(2) 


87,686 


1,18,988 


85,844 


85,844 


3,14,142 


93,178 


42,620 
28,908 
54,308 


22,160 


32,148 
25,367 


25,367 
79,341 


60,972 
18,369 
50,257 


50,257 
54,274 


21,066 


33,208 


Females 


(3) 


90,434 
1,20,075 
85,159 


85,159 


2 69,899 
87,094 


35,321 
26,970 
51,960 


21,127 


30,833 
24,550 


24,550 
77,80) 


59,182 
18,619 
49,338 


49,338 
52,98} 


20,473 


32,508 


Ap a a 
A tee ie i 


Total 


populatior 


(4) 


1,78,120 
2,39,063 
1.71,003 


1,7! ,003 


5,84,04] 


1,80,272 


77,94 


35,878 


1 06,268 


43,287 


62,931 
49,917 


49,917 


1,57,142 


1,20,154 


36,988 
99,595 


99,595 


1,007,255 


a et 
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Growth of Population 


Cuttackisthe most populous district of the state with over 
5 million people. Although in population size it is No. 1, its rank in area is 
Sth. The growth of population in this district was low till 1951. 
After that high growth rate is noticed. The population was 2,205,296 
in 1901 which rose to 5,503,307 after $0 years, showing an increase cf 
149°55 per cent. The growth from decade to decade is given below.* 


a 





Census Males Females Tota} Decade Percentage 
Year variation decade 
variation 
() (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
190! - 1,066,399 1,138,897 2,205,296 

1911 1,075,194 1,183,555 2,258,749 -+453,453 + 2°42 
1921 1,016,566 1,178,697 2,195,263 —63,486 —2°8] 
1931 1,106,648 1,230,235 2,336,883 -+141,620 +6°45 
1941 1,174,433 °/ 2,523 2,446,956 +116,073 +4°71 
195] 1,248,351 1,279,886 2,528,237 +81,281 +332 
196] 1,532,583 1,530,489 3,063,072 -+4534,835 21°15 
1971 1,927,033 1,900,645 3,827,678  +764,606 +-24°96 
1981 2,346,690 = 2,282,110 4,628,800  -+801,122 -+20°93 
1991 ¢# | 2,801,612 2,701,695 5,503,307 -+-874,507 4-18-89 


er ree ep 


The dacade 1901 to 1911 was not prosperous. A series of floods, 
failure of crops and outbreak of epidemics occurred, forcing large scale 
migration cut of the district in search of work elsewhere. In 1907 Kendra- 
parha subdivision was severely affected by flood and in the following year 
the coastal area was victim to saline inundation and later Cuttack Sadar 
subdivision experienced shortage of food. The effect of all these adverse 
conditions resulted in a small increase of population of 2°42 per cent during 
the decade. The first half of the decade 1911—21 was a period of steady 
Prosperity in spite of seasonal floods but thereafter not only the country 
was in the midst of war condition but natural calamities visited the district 





* Census of India, 1981, Orissa, Part IT-A, General Population Tables, p. 149. 


** Censusof India, 1991, Orissa, Paper I of 1991, Provisional Population 
Totals, p, 33. 
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in succession. Influenza fever took a heavy toll of lives in 1918 followed 
by failure of monsoon and consequent drought. The last two years brought 
severe floods accompanied by epidemics like cholera, dysentery and fever. 
The birth rate was severely affected with the result that the population of 
the district in 1921 fell by 2°31 per cent. The distress of the previous 
decade partially persisted in the decade 1921—31, particularly in the after- 
math of the war. Natural calamities, floods and epidemics continued to 
keep the birth rate at a low level. Although this was a decade of floods 
and epidemics, there was slight improvement in the growth of population 
which reached the level of 2,336, 883 in 193] Census, an increase of 
6°45 per cent. The decade 1931—41 was one of general peace and pro- 
sperity, and the people were engaged in agricultural pursuits, industry 
and other avocations. Although there was perceptible recovery from the 
effects of the war, the district was not free from flood in 1933, 1934, 1937, 
1939 and 1940, causing large scale damage to crops. The epidemic dise- 
ases, cholera and small pox, were active in increasing the death rate. 
Kendraparha subdivision was badly affected by fever and dysentery. All 
these circumstances resulted in the lowering of the percentage of growth 
from the previous decade. The population which grew up to 2, 446, 956 
in 1941 Census recorded an incerease of 4°71 percent. In the decade 
1941—51, the district also passed through unfavourable times, as a series 
of high floods in 1941, 1943, 1947, 1949 and 1950 worked against the agri- 
cultural prosperity of the people. The standing crops were damaged 
and public health deteriorated. Cholera and smallpox played their part 
in causing heavy mortality. A number of police-stations in Sadar, Jajpur 
and Kendraparha subdivisions suffered loss of population. All these 
adverse circumstances were responsible for checking the rate of growth 
of population during the decade which was limited to 3°32 per cent in spite 
of the considerable increase in the city of Cuttack. 


The next decade (1951—61) is a period of general prosperity. Special 
measures were taken for the improvement of public health and eradication 
of malaria. Improved methods of agriculture were adopted and marketin 2 
of agriculture produce through co-operatives was organised efficiently. 
In the meanwhile Chaudwar emerged as an industrial town with the esta- 
blishment of large scale industries such as paper mill, textile 
mill and tubefactory. Small industries developed considerably 
throughout the district. A number of industrial estates were 
established where pilot projects with limited liability concerns 
were started by the State Government in cooperation with 
Private entrepreneurs. Medical facilities were extended to rural 
areas, besides expansion of the Medical College Hospital at Cuttack. 
There were, however, instances of adversities. When the development 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


ee  — * a ae e 


PEOPLE 131 


schemes of the First Plan period were in full swing, the devastating floods 
of 1955 brought misery in various forms to the people due to the damage 
of the embankment known as “Dalai Ghai’? in the Kathjodi. Extensive 
relief measures had to be organised including the air dropping of food for 
the marooned people. The spread of epidemics was effectively controlled. 
The distress caused by the floods was soon forgotten in the following 
years when agricultural prosperity revived. The development activities 
were resumed in full swing. The construction of the road bridges on 
the Mahanadi and the Birupa also began. An Express Highway connec- 
ting Sukinda mining areas with Paradeep port was under construction 
leading to the prosperity of the mining areas. The construction of Para- 
deep port for the export of minerals was also undertaken. The flood 
havocs onceagain came in 1960. Although some damage was done to the 
crops and other properties, it did not upset the rural economy to the detri- 
ment of population growth. The agricultural and industrial developments 
improved the material condition of the people, which in turn resulted in the 
growth of population to the level of 3,063,072 at the rate of 21°15 per cent 
which was the highest growth ratein all the censuses conducted so far. 
This accelerated growth of population during the last decade is phenomenal 
and marks the turning point in the history of population growth of this 
district. All the  police-stations recorded satisfactory growth of 
population and none of them were below 13 per cent. Excepting the police- 
Stations of Narasinghapur and Sukinda all other police-stations had high 
density to match with the high rate of population growth. Cuttack 
city had shown an increase of 42°73 per cent. With such high rate of 
increase during the decade, added to the previous large bulk of population 
of the district, it came to occupy the top position among all the districts of 


the state in regard to population size. 


The beginning of the decade 1961—71 coincided with the Third Five- 
Year Plan (1961—66). With a plan holiday, the period also reflects at 
least two years of the Fourth Five Year Plan. Extension of medical 
facilities through primary health centres helped the poorer sections of 
the people and even those living in remote areas. 


Of the natural calamities,fioods in 1967-68 and 1970 caused extensive 
damage to the district. Also cyclone in 1967 caused large-scale devastation 
of life and property shattering the economy of the district. It is surprising 
that the district took the brunts of all these trials and tribulations and 
emerged at the end of the decade with an all-time high growth rate of 
24°96 per cent. 
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The decade 1971—81 recorded 20°93 per cent growth of population. 
This is lower than the previous decade. The reasons for downward trend 
may be ascribed to general awareness of the people towards family 
planning. 

The last decade 1981—91 also recorded lower growth (18°89 per cent) 
of population according to the provisional Census figures of 1991. 


Density 


The density of population differs from decade to decade which 
can be observed from the table given below: 


a gm 





Density of population persq, km. 
Census year 





Cuttack district Orissa State 
(1) (2) (3) 
1951 232 94 
1961 279 113 
1971 341 141 
1981 415 169 
1991* 494 202 





It is seen form the census records that Cuttack is the most populous 
district of Orissa and also recorded the highest density. Further analysis 
revealed that the density is not uniform throughout the district. It 
differs from place to place and from one administrative unit to another. 
The reasons for such disparity are geographical, social and economical. 
However, the Census of 1981 recorded the highest density of population 
(805) in Cuttack Tahasil and the lowest (184) in Rajnagar Tahasil. 


Of the 9 towns, Cuttack, formerly the state capital and now the 
district headquarters, tops the list with 4,532 persons per sq. km. and 
Chaudwar, the industrial town, ranks last with 1,034 persons per sq. km, 


As the saying goes, due to continuous commercial and religio-socio- 
cultural activities at Cuttack, and the presence of the universal deity 


Lord Jagannath at Puri, there is no night at Cuttack 
caste barrier at Puri. 


“QdQIN_ AS IF G QASQ IQ a9” | 


*Provisional figuure 


and there is no 
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Rural/Urban distribution 


The total population of 4,628,800 persons was distributed into 
4,152,807 rural and 475,993 urban in the ratio of 89°72 per cent and 
10°28 per cent respectively in 1981.* 


Rural Population 


The Census of 1981 recorded 6,036 inhabited and 566 uninhabited 
villages in the district.**These inhabited villages accommodated 4,152,807 
persons. The average population size per inhabited villages thus comes 
to 688. It is higher than the state average of 500. The table below 
presents percentage of villages by size to the total number of villages 
and percentage of population living in villages of different sizes to the 
total rural population in 1981.*** 


Villages with Percentage of number of Percentage of rural popu- 

population villages in this range lation in this range to 

to total number of total rural population 

villages of the district 

ae ne ee ee ——$ ey 

‘ 1981 1971 1961 1981 1971 1961 

Less than 500... 50°63 57°79 6491 18°89 24°54 31-88 

500 — 999 ee 28°03 25°90 23°83 28°95 31°12 33°8 

1,000 — 1999, 16°58 13-22 10°01 33°35 30°76 27°59 

2,000 — 4999  ,, 4°66 3°07 1:22 17:96 13°39 6°3 

5,000 — 9999, 0°10 0°02 0°03 0°85 0°19 0°38 
10,000 and above re ss 





* Inthe census of 1991 (provisional), the total population of 5,503,307 persons 
was distributed into 4,825,692 rural and 6,77,615 urban in the ratio of 87°69 per cent 
and 12°31 per cent respectively. 


** The Settlement Officer and the Collector have reported the total number of 
Villages in the district to be 6,781. 


*** Census of India, 1971, Orissa, Part II-A General Population Tables, 
p. 116 and Census of India, 1981, Orissa, Part I-A General Population Tables, 
p- 157, 
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It is seen from the table that the percentage of number of villages 
having population less than 500 is the highest in the district in 1981. 
That census year recorded the highest percentage of rural population 
in the size of villages having population 1,000—1,999. It is also observed 
that percentage of number of villages having population less than 500 is 
decreasing, and increasing in the category of 500—999, 1000—1999, 
2,000—4,999 and 5,000—9,999. This trend is noticed in 1961, 1971 and 

1981 Census. 


"Six villages have recorded more than 5,000 population. Details about 
the villages are given below according to 1981 Census.* 





District Name of police-station/ Name of villages Population 
part police-station 


(1) {2) (3) (4) 
Se 
Cuttack Dharmashala Brahmabarada 5,861 
Binjharpur Sayadpur(Binjharpur) S712 
Tirtol -Krushnanandapur 5,216 
Cuttack Sadar Gopalpur 5,370 
Chaudwar Charibatia 5,361 
Banki - Talabasta | 7,847 


a 
Urban Population 


The urban population of 4,75,993 (2,66,046 males and 2,09,947 females) 
1s spread over 2 urban agglomerations and 6 towns in 1981, 
nn | 
*A Portrait of Population, Orissa, 1981 p. 35. 
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The two urban agglomerations are Cuttack and Jajpur Road. The 
former includes Cuttack town and Chaudwar town while the latter includes 
Jajpur Road town. Details about those urban agglomerations are given 
below with population according to 1981 Census.* 


1. Cuttack Urban Agglomeration 327,412 
(a) Cuttack 295,268 

(i) Cuttack Town (Municipality) 269,950 

(ii) Cuttack Industrial Estate 14,100 


(out-growth) 


(iii) Cuttack C.R.R.I. and other Government 5,938 
Colonies (out-growth) 


(iv) Jagatpur Industrial Estate, Nimapur (outgrowth) 5,280 

(b) Chaudwar Town (Municipality) 32,144 

2. Jajpur Road Urban Agglomeration 20,935 
| (i) Jajpur Road Town (Notified Area Council) 16,515 

(ii) Dhabalagiri area (Ferrochrome Plant, College 4,420 


area and Government Colonies) (out-growth). 


There are nine towns in the district. Of the towns, Cuttack is the 
only Class I (population 1,00,000 and above) town with a population 
of 2,95,268. Six towns viz. Chaudwar, Paradeep, Kendra- 
parha, Jajpur, Jajpur Road and Jagatsinghapur have been classified under 
Class III (population 20,000—49,999) town. Banki and Athagarh are 
treated as Class IV (population 10,000—19,999) towns. The table at 
page 136 shows the growth of cities and towns and their population in 
the district since 1901. 








*The 1991 Census has recorded 440,295 persons in Cuttack Urban Agglomeration 
which includes Cuttack Municipality and Chaudwar Municipality area. Similarly, 
Jajpur Road Urban Agglomeration recorded 26,119 persons. It includes the 
jurisdiction of Jajpur Road Notified Area Council and Chandama Commercial and 
educational area ( out growth ). 
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It is seen from the table that Cuttack, Kendraparha and Jajpur were 
the three towns in 1901. Banki and Athagarh acquired urban status 
in 1951. Jajpur Road and Chaudwar were added to the existing five towns 
in 1961. The Census of 1971 recorded one more town, i.c., Paradecp. 
With the inclusion of Jagatsinghapur in the town list, the total number of 
towns increased to 9 in 1981. With the inclusion of five more towns 
in 1991, the number of towns increased further to 14. 


It is evident from the census records that the population of all the 
towns grew steadily after Independence. It is due to all-round development 
in the area. Paradeep, the port town, has recorded the highest percentage 
growth (+392°80) in 1971—-81. Jajpur Road town has shown a growth 
of +51 per cent. The reason for such growth is due to the establishment 
of a Ferro Chrome plant, college and government cstablishments at 
Jajpur Road. 


Cuttack is the only Class I town of the district. The growth rate 
of this town during 1971-81 is +43°50 per cent. It is higher 
than the decade 1961--71 and 1981—91 too. Further analysis 
revealed that the area of Cuttack town is increasing from 
census to census. The 1961 Census has recorded 59°57 sq. km. area of 
this town. In 1971, the area known as Khapuria which has in it the 
Industrial Estate and the Orissa Government Press, and the area known 
as Chauliaganj, Nayabazar and even the village Bidyadharpur where 
the Central Rice Research Institute is located are tagged to the matin town. 
Consequently the area increased from 59°57 sq. km. to 73°32 sq. km. 
With the inclusion of Jagatpur Industrial Estate (out growth of village 
Nimapur), the area increased again to 78°87 sq. km. in 1981. The 199] 
Census recorded the area of Cuttack town municipality as 153 sq. km. 
This sharp increase in area is duc to addition of the area of the village 
Khaira, Nimapur and Taral of Tangi-Chaudwar Tahasil, {mam Nagar of 
Salepur Tahasil and Bhadimula of Cuttack Tahasil in the jurisdiction of 


the Cuttack town municipality. 


With this growth the old saying “Cuttack Sahara Baun Bazar 
Tepan Gali” no more stands. Paradcecp, Kendraparha, Jajpur, Banki, 
Athagarh, Jajpur Road, Ghaudwat have recorded lesser growth rate 
during 1981-91 than in the previous decade. 
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Houses and households 


The following table shows Tahasilwise distribution of number of 
occupied residential houses and number of households as in 1981*. 


1981 Census 
Tahasil | = 
Number of No. of 
occupied households 
houses 
(1) (2) (3) 
Sukinda 43,391 45,616 
Darpan 60,951 63,956 
Binjharpur 33,817 36,925 
Jajpur 42,210 46,364 
Kanika 14,943 16,952 
Aul (Aal)) 15,171 16,394 
Rajnagar 12,415 13,836 
Pattamundai 22,657 24,473 
Kendraparha 34,166 38,482 
Salepur 64,374 75,842 
Marshaghai 42,209 48,368 
Kujang 56,698 64,095 
Jagatsinghapur es 56,909 70,586 
Niali 23,203 27,830 
Cuttack 94,910 105,666 
a 16,002 19,050 
i 
Banke 6,790 ~ 8,708 
a , 22,433 27,471 
a 
— 14,164 17,656 
Narasinghapur 
15,694 18,833 
. ne 
Total | 
eee 6,93,107 ——-7,87,103 


ee ete, 


*Census of 1 I | 
s of India, Orissa, 1981, Part Il, A, General Population Tables pp. 40—42. 
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Among Tahasils Cuttack claimed the highest number of occupied 
houses and households, because it was the capital of the state of Orissa 
and isnowthe district headquarters and the main business centre of the 
State. 


Institutional and Houseless Population 


The institutional population covers the people residing in institu- 
tions providing boarding and ‘lodging and similar facilities like hotels, 
hostels, boarding houses, mathas, hospitals, orphanages, rescue-homes, 
ashramas, jails, lock-ups, etc. There are many persons who have no houses 
to live in and their number finds a place in 1981 Census enumeration. The 
table below gives Tahasilwise number of persons who resided in such 
institutions and number of houseless persons for the year 1981.* 


ee eseesC=™ 


Houseless population Institutional population 
a Cr ———_.___A, 


Tahasil — ————, — —______- 
Male Female Total Male Female Total 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
eee 

Sukinda a3 250 315 565  —-1,979 91 =2,070 
Darpan “a 569 536 1,105 1,886 107 1,993 
Binjharpur.. 192 18] 373 191 13 204 
Jajpur - 613 580 =. 1,193 937 247 ~=1,184 
Kanika os 47 44 9] 242 6 248 
Aul (Aali) a. 97 43 140 226 30 256 
Rajnagar ‘a 52 11 63 361 10 37] 
Pattamundai .. 66 39 105 543 31 574 
Kendraparha .. 135 76 211 =1,559 262 41,821 
Salepur ee 385 242 627 1,173 163 —s: 11,336 
Marshaghai ... 618 86 704 = 1,224 165 ~—- 1,389 
Kujang a 204 118 322 = 5,130 297 5,427 
Jagatsinghapur.. 504 296 800 = 4,471 269 4,740 
Niali a 175 93 268 147 18 165 
Cuttack — 995 427 =1,422 13,475 2,578 16,053 
Athagarh oe 64 | 50 114 338 68 406 
Tigiria - 6 4 10 67 8 75 
Banki - 40 26 66 =1,066 173 —s- 1,239 
Badamba = 18 10 28 113 16 129 
Narasinghapur ... 47 36 83 373 38 411 





Total 5,077 = 3,213, 8,290) «32,501 4,590 37,091 


a ee av a a a Aca 
*Census of India, Orissa, 1981, Part II A Getteral Population Tables, pp. 124—126, 
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Out of 20 Tahasils, Cuttack Tahasil has a number of boarding and 
lodging houses, hotels, hostels, orphanage centres, rescue and relief 
homes, mathas and hospitals. There is also one central jail at Cuttack.* 
For obvious reasons, the number of institutional population in Cuttack 
Tahasil is more than other Tahasils. 


There are also many houseless persons in Cuttack Tahasil which 
includes Cuttack town. The houseless persons usually take shelter near 
the Cuttack railway station, Badambari bus stand area, Cuttack Chandi 
Mandira road and foot paths of the town. They are beggars and 
nomadic persons. They mostly depend on alms. 


Displaced persons 


The Census of 1951** enumerated 4,278 displaced persons from 1946 
to 1951 in the district. Of the total persons, 186 persons (126 males 
and 60 females) were from West Pakistan (present Pakistan) and 4,092 
persons (2,263 males and 1,829 females) from East Pakistan (present 
Bangladesh). They were displaced not only geographically but also 
socially and economically. For their rehabilitation Government 
provides grants and loans. It is found from the records that 92°47 per 


cent of the total displaced persons were engaged in non-agricultural 
occupations. 


Disabled persons 


Disabled persons were recorded under three categories, viz., 
totally blind, totally crippled and totally dumb for the first time in the 


Census of 1981. Number of such persons in the district is presented 
below.*** 





ee 








Rural/Urban Totally Totally Totally Totally 
blind crippled dumb disabled 

persons 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
i 

Rural .» 3,246 2,315 1,746 7,307 
Urban = 206 244 107 557 
Total -- 3,452 2,559 1,853 7,864 


*Central Jail , Cuttack has been shifted to Chaudwar since 1st April, 1991. 


5 J > Part VI; i 
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Out of 61,298 disabled persons in Orissa, a majority numbering 
7,864 (13°46 per cent) are enumerated in this district. Of the 
disabled persons in the district 7,307 are rural dwellers. 


Among Tahasils, Salepur has recorded the highest number (826) of 
disabled persons. Analysis further revealed that out of 9 towns, Cuttack 
has recorded the highest number (321) in the district. 


Age-group 


The distribution of population by age and sex according to the 
Census of 1981* is given below:— 


Age-group Males Females Total Percentage 
to total 
population 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

0—14 9,04,495 891,064 17,95,559 38'8 

15—59 1,256,189 1,211,387 2,467,576 53°3 

60 and above 1,84,788 1,78,867 3,63,655 79 


td 


Itis obsereved from the table that children below 14 years constituted 
38.8 per cent of the total population. This is below the state average of 
39.6 per cent. The working age group (15—59 years) constituted 53.3 
per cent which is also less than the state average of 54 per cent. The next 
age group, 60 and above, contributed 7.9 per cent. The percentage 
of population in age-group, 0O—14 and 60+ are almost dependant for 
their livelihood on the percentage of population in age group 15—59. 


Sex Ratio 


The number of females per 1,000 males was 964 in 1991. The ratio 


is lower than the state average of 972. The following table presents the 
sex ratio of the district from 1901 to 1991**. 





*A Portrait of Population, Orissa, 1981, p. 59. 


** Census of India, Orissa, Part-{I A, General population Table 1981, p. 147 and 
Census of India, Orissa, paper 1 of 1991 Provisional Population Totals, p. 33. 
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Census year nem a = | Der a 
Rural Urban Total 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
a 
1901 - 1,074 916 1,068 
1911 = 1,108 913 1,101 
{921 = 1,168 938 1,159 
193] ae 1,124 850 1,112 
1941 = 1,096 825 1,084 
1951 em 1,040 796 1,025 
1961 es 1,020 745 999 
1971 1,007 TZ 986 
1981 * 996 789 972 
1991 (P) “ 987 820 964 





It is seen from the table that the district has maintained a surplus of 
females from 1901 to 1951. Thereafter, the ratio decreased continuously 
till 1991. Female predominance in rural areas is noticed till 1971. Lesser 
number of females is found in urban areas in all the Census years. 


Migration 


In 1981, the migrants to this district constituted 5°73 per cent of the 
total population of whom 1°51 per cent were born outside the state. The 
migrants from outside the state hail from almost the whole of India which 
include Andhra Pradesh, Assam, Bihar, Gujarat, Haryana, Himachal 
Pradesh, Jammu & Kashmir, Karnatak, Kerala, Madhya Pradesh, 
Maharashtra, Manipur, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Punjab, Rajasthan, 
Sikkim, TamilNadu, Tripura, Uttar Pradesh, West Bengal, Andaman 


Nicobar Islands, Arunachal Pradesh, -Dadra and Nagar Havelli, Delhi, 
Mizoram, and Goa, Daman and Diu. 


Since Cuttack is the biggest town of Orissa and is near to West Bengal 
largest na (36,946) of persons came to settle from that State, Next 
to «West "Bengal, Census recorded 10,224 mi 


rants from And 
and 7,111 from Bihar. 8 r ndhra Pradesh 


The immigrants from countries like Bangladesh, 
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Burma (renamed Myanmar), China, Iran, Iraq, Malaysia, Maldives, Nepal, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia and Europe to this district numbered 5,184. Of 
these, 3,699 persons were from Bangladesh. The distribution of population 
on the basis of place of birth is given below as per 198! Census*. 


ae — 





Place of birth 


(1) 
Born in place of 
enumeration 


Born elsewhere in 
the district of enu- 
meration 


Born in other dis- 
tricts of the State 


States in India 
beyond the State 
of enumeration 


Born in countries 
in = Asia beyond 
India _— (including 
U.S.S.R.) 


Countries in Europe 
(excluding U. S. S. R) 


Countries in Africa 
Countries in America 


Countries in Oceania 


Unclassified 


Total 





Males 


(2) 


2,075,938 


164,607 


69,684 


33,530 


2,931 


2,346,690 





Females Total 
(3) (4) 
1,238,846 3,314,784 
884,095 1,048 ,702 
125,850 195,534 
31,045 64,576 
2,253 5,184 
15 14 
. . 
2,282,110 4,628,800 


—— 


* Census of India, 1981, Orissa, Migration Tables, pp. 89-—94. 


N—Negligibte 


Percentage 
to total 
popula- 
tion 





4°22 


1°40 


Or11 


ee ee 
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The predominance of females is noticed in some of the categettes 


of migrants. 


The female migrated mainly due to their marriage while participation 
in economic activities may be a secondary cause. Majority of the males 
seem to have moved out of their birth places for study and economic 
pursuits. 


LANGUAGE 


Oriya is the most predominant language in the district. Urdu, 
Bengali, Telugu and Hindi are the other numerically strong languages. 
Among the tribal languages Ho, Mundaand Santali may be mentioned. 
The following table shows the number of speakers and their percentage 
to total population of some major languages in the district*. 


- Sie) Sekeeiebiesi el cee chaceas a aon - +p Arn ne oe 








Name of language No. of speaker Percentage to 
total popula- 
tion 
(f) (2) (3) 
Oriya 7 4,238,882 92°32 
Urdu ae 1,65,243 3°60 
Bengali e 98,148 1°94 
Telugu 30,207 0°66 ~ 
Hindi 7 17,933 0°39 
Ho “ 17,714 O38 
Munda . 10,970 or24 
Santali Ms 7,687 O°17 
Others 13,925 0°30 





4,591,709 100°00 








ee, ate 





*A Portrait of Population, Orissa, 1981, op. 96-97. 
Total Papulation was 4,522,300 in 1981 Census. 
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Cities by their nature of growth and development tend to attract 
population of all faiths and languages. People migrate to cities in 
search of livelihood. This makes the cities ethnically and linguistically 
more heterogenous than rural areas. A glance at the 198! Census 
reveals the language composition of Cuttack city. In Cuttack city, 
apart from Oriya which is the language of more than two lakh persons 
or of 72°79 per cent of the city’s total population, a relatively good 
number is claimed by speakers of Urdu (26,314), Telugu (18,391), 
Hindi (13,640), Bengali (12,947), Gujaratt (1,880) and Punjabi (1,080). 


Regarding Oriya language L. S. 8S. O” Malley in Bihar and Orissa 
District Gazetteers, Cuttack published in 1933 has mentioned “Oriya, 
with Bengali, Bihari and Assamese, forms one of the four speeches which 
together makeupthe eastern groupof the Indo-Aryan languages. Its 
grammatical construction closely resembles that of Bengali, but it has 
one great advantage over Bengali in the fact that, as a rule, it is pronounced 
as it is spelt. There are few of those slurred consonants and broken 
vowels which make Bengali so difficult to the foreigner. Each letter in 
each word is clearly sounded, and it has been well described as ‘comprehen- 
sive and poetical, with a pleasant sounding and musical intonation, 
and by no means difficult to acquire and master’, The Oriya verbal 
system is at once simple and complete. It has a long array of tenses, but 
the whole is so logically arranged, and built on so regular a model, 
that its principles are easily impressed upon memory. It is particularly 
noticeable for the very complete set of verbal nouns, present, past and 
future. When an Oriya wishes to express the idea embodied in what in 
Latin would be called the infinitive, he simply takes the appropriate 
verbal noun, and declines it in the case which the meaning necessarily 
requires. As every infinitive must be some oblique case of a verbal 
noun, it follows that Oriya grammar does not Know the so-called 
infinitive mood at all. In this respect Oriya is in an older stage of 
grammatical development than even classical Sanskrit, and among Indo- 
Aryan languages can only be compared with the ancient Sanskrit spoken 
in the Vedic times.” 


The archaic character, both of form and vocabulary, runs through 
the whole language, and is no doubt accounted for by geographical 
Position. Orissa has ever been an isolated country bounded on the east 
by the ocean, and on the west by the hilly tracts inhabited by wild abori- 
ginal tribes. On the south the language is Dravidian and belongs to an 


~ altogether different family, while, on the north, it seldom had long political 
ties with Bengal. On the other hand the Gangas of the south had 
established their rule in Orissa for about four centuries till the advent 
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of the indigenous Solar Dynasty in the [5th century and in later times 
Orissa was under the sway of the Bhonslas of Nagpur who left deep 
impressions of their rule upon the country. As a result, Oriya language 
imbibed a number of Telugu and Marathi words and idioms which 
are still extant. These are, so far as we know, the only foreign elements 
which have introduced themselves into Oriya, except the small vocabulary 
of English court terms, and afew other English expressions, which 
English domination and education have brought into vogue. 
Cuttack, especially the town, had to a certain extent some Bengali 
influences owing to the residence there of a number of Bengalis who had 
been settled in the district for some generations. In former times sales 
of Orissa estates for arrears of land revenue were held in Calcutta, and 
the purchasers were mostly Calcutta Bengalis who settled in Cuttack. 
These Bengalis and their descendants had developed a curious Jargon 
of their own, the ancestral language being interlarded with Oriya and 
Hindi expressions. 


Bilingualism 


The Oriya is the most important subsidiary language of the noa- 
Oriya speakers. A few people use Urdu, Bengali, Telugu, Hindi and 
English as subsidiary language. The use of English language is common 
in educated and elitist circle. 


Scripts 


The Oriya script is in vogue. In the past some letters of the Oriya 
alphabets were written in a cursive style known as Karani. Most of the 
old Oriya records and palm-leaf manuscripts made use of this script, but 
now it has fallen into disuse. L.S.S. 0’ Malley had described the 
written character of Oriya language in the following manner. 


“‘Oriya is encumbered with the drawback of an excessively awkward 
and cumbrous written character. This character is, in its basis, the same 
as Devanagari, but it is written by the local scribes with a stylus on a 
talpatra or palm-leaf. These scratches are, in themselves legible, but 
in order to make them more plain, ink is rubbed over the surface of the 
leaf and fills up the furrows which form the letters. The palm-leaf is 
excessively fragile, and any scratch in the direction of the grain tends to 
make it split. Asa line of writing on the long narrow leaf is necessarily 
in the direction of grain, this peculiarity prohibits the use of the straight 
top line, or matra, which is a distinguishing characteristic of the Devana- 
gari character. For this the Orissa scribe is compelled to substitute a 
series of curves, which almost surround each letter. It requires 
remarkably good eyes to read an Oriya printed book, for the exigencies 
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of the printing press compel the type to be small, and the greater part 
of each letter is this curve, which is the same in nearly all, while the real 
soul of the character, by which one is distinguished from another, is 
hidden in the centre, and is so minute that it is often difficult to see. 
| At first glance, an Oriya book seems to be all curves, and it takes a second 
| look to notice that there is something inside each’*. The people speaking 
| other Indian languages use the respective scripts. The non-Indian 
| settlers use their standard scripts. 


! RELIGION 
= The principal religious groups in the district are the Hindus, the 
| ‘Muslims and the Christians. The percentage of population of each 


| religion to the total population of the district in 1951, 1961, 1971 and 
| {981 are given below. 





Census year 





Name of Religion -———_ SC HY 
| | 1951 1961 1971 1981 
| (1) | (2) (3) (4) ©) 
| 
| Hindus _oe 96°72 96°79 96°19 96°00 
| Christians O15 0°15 0°18 0°18 
; Muslims oe 3°05 301 3°48 3°63 
| Sikhs - 0°04 0°04 0°02 0°02 
| Buddhists _ 003 OOl 12 0-09 
: Jains . N N OO1 Or! 

Zoroastrians == sw) «iD 
| Jews -— = | N: 

Other religions & .. oe . ON N 0°04 

persuasions 


Religion not stated 
a 
1. Bihar and Orissa District Gazetteers, Cuttack, by L. S. S. O” Malley, Second 
Edition, 1933, p., 49. 
N— Negligibie 
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It is evident from the table that a very high percentage of the population 
of the district are Hindus. The percentage of Muslims, Christians, Sikhs, 
and Jains in comparison tothe Hindus is very low. Analysis revealed 
that the percentage of Hindus is slightly decreasing and the Muslims 
increasing from census to census. Barring these two religions, others have 
shown, more or less, constant fluctuation. 


The rural/urban break-up indicates that the communities such as the 
Christians, the Sikhs, and the Jains are found mainly in urban areas. 


Hindus 


Orissa all along has been recognised as the holy land of the Hindus. 
From one end to the other it is said, this place is one vast region of 
pilgrimage (tirtha). Even Mughals who led Akbar’s army 
to Orissa exclaimed ‘‘This country is not fit subject for conquest or for 
schemes of human ambition. It belongs entirely to the gods and is one 
great region of pilgrimage throughout’’’. 


According to the figures released by the 1981 Census, 96 per cent of 
the people in the district profess Hinduism. The Hindus consist of 
Brahmins, Kshatriyas, Vaisyas and Sudras, the four castes under the 
traditional Varnasramadharma, besides Harijans called Scheduled Castes, 
They are again sub-divided into a number of sub-castes. There are 
also Scheduled Tribes who cannot be categorised with these castes but 
are nevertheless an integral part of the Hindu communityin spite of their 
beliefs in totemism, magic and sorcery. There are also Saivas, Vaisha- 
vas (worshippers of Siva and Vishnu respectively}, Saktas (followers of 
Sakti, the primordial force) and the followers of Mahima Dharma who 
are believers of one God and who reject all Brahmanical practices 
including caste, all coming within the generic fold of Hinduism. 


The traditional distribution of occupations which constituted the 
raison @etre for the principal castes have with the spread of education 
and attainment of independence with democratic form of Governmen, 
must be regarded to have greatly altered. It may simply be stated that 
the Varnasramadharma has yielded place to Yugadharma. The 
Brahmin has no more a monopoly of learning and priesthood than the 
Vaisya of trade, the Kshyatriya of governance or “fight or the Sudra of 
tilling the soilor doing menial service. Inall communities there Is g 
common hunger for more and better education anda uniform glamour f or 


— 


1. Bihar and Orissa District Gazetteers, Cuttack by L.'s. §. 0” Malley, Second 
Edition, 1933, p. 51. 
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white-collar jobs and positions of power in public life. The rigid 
frontiers between one caste and another are fast disappearing. Neverthe- 
less, we can even now broadly identify certain principal castes with 
specific occupations which will be shown later in this chapter. 


Since O’Malley wrote about the religious life and practices of the 
Hindus in the Cuttack District Gazetteer published in 1933 there has been 
a sea-change in almost all aspects of Hindu life pattern and habit, 
particularly in the urban and semi-urban areas. But still there are 
pockets in the rural areas where the old religious beliefs and practices 
continue. As observed by O’Malley “there is probably no religion in 
the world which allows so much freedom of religous conviction....... . 
Hinduism, in fact, is more a social than religious organisation. It included 
all shades of faith, monotheism, pantheism, agnosticism, atheism, poly- 
theism and fetishism. So long as a Hindu conforms to the customs 
and practices of his society, he may believe what he likes’. The Hindus, 
in general, are polytheists. Their religion is ritualistic and the worship 
of gods and goddesses is considered as supreme religious vittue. Almost 
all Hindus including the tribal people claim their descent from one or the 
other of the ancient famous Rishis such as Nagesh, Bharadwaj and Kashyap 
etc. and also from some Gods like the Sun-God (Aditya or Surya) which 
is commonly known by the word ‘Gotra’. All over the district there 
isalarge number of oldand new temples dedicated to Lord Jagannath, 
Siva, Radha, Krishna, Shakti in her various manifestation and other 
deities. The people congregate near these temples on different festive 
occasions like Ratha Jatra, Durga Puja, Sivaratri and Dola Jatra, etc. 
Usually in a Hindu household when a child is seriously ill, the parents 
make religious vows to offer special Puja before some deity for the 
recovery of the child and perform Puja in the prescribed manner. In 
case it is not done, a fresh danger of a more serious magnitude is 
apprehended. Women also offer special Puja to the deities in the hope 
of having male issue. 


Almost every village has its own tutelary deity known as Grama 
Devati who presides over the welfare of the community. The Grama 
Devati is usually represented by a piece of stone smeared with vermilion. 
Carved images are also worshipped in some villages. The Grama Devati 
is worshipped on the occasion of every religious ceremony and also on 
special occasions like the outbreak of epidemics, marriage, etc. 
Generally persons belonging to Sudra caste (Bhandari, Mali or Dhoba) 
act as Sevak or priest. At some places goats and fowls are sacrificed to 


appease the deity, 
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Some people in the villages still believe in Kalisi’s peculiar way of 
knowing the wishes and decrees of the village deity. Kalisi is a man or 
woman who is periodically possessed by the spirit of a deity and 
pronounces inspired oracles. When a person is being influenced by 
Thakurani or spirit of a deity, he begins to tremble with dishevelled hair. 
At that time he/she tells the wishes and decrees of the Thakurani to the public. 
When the spirit leaves, the person again assumes his/her own self. During 
the time of calamities, the villagers perform special Puja before the village 

deity. They burn incense, light wick, beat drums and offer Pana (a sweet 

cold drink). These steps are taken for causing the spirit of a deity to descend 
upon or possess a particular person, with a view to hearing the deity’s 
wishes and oracles. After hearing the bad or good news the villagers 
again perform ceremonies to propitiate the deity. 


The Hindus do not have a single holy religious book like that of the 
Christians or the Muslims. They read holy books like the Ramayan, the 
Mahabharat, the Bhagabat Gita, the Bhagabat and a host of other religious 
scriptures. 


It is customary for every Hindu boy and girl to receive inijtiction 
(diksha or mantragrahan) before marriage. The Guru who performs the 
ceremony is considered the medium between man and god. This mantra 
consists of some mystic syllables which the initiated is expected to keep 
secret for the rest of his life. This act of initiation or Ministering of 
spiritual franchise raises man or a woman above all impurity and only 
after initiation he or she is able to perform the prescribed Hindu ceremonies. 


Among animals the Hindusrevere cows. They also worship Naga, 
the Serpent God. Some rivers like the Baitarani and the Mahanadi, the 
Mahodadhi or the sea and certain tanks like the Bindusarobar at 
Bhubaneshwar and the big tanks at Puri are considered sacred by the 
Hindus and they take holy dip in these tirthas on certain sacred days in 
the year to obtain remission of their sins and salvation of their souls. 


Like the Hindus of other districts, the people in this district consider 
Pipal (Ficus religiosa), banyan (Ficus bengalensis). Bel (Aegle marmelos), 
mango (Mengifesa indica), Anla(Phyllanthus emblica), Duba (Cyrodom 
dectylon), Asoka (Jassesia asoka seraca indica). Barkoli (Ziziphus) 
Bakul (Mimusops elengi) and Tulsi (holy basil) as sacred. They use and 
worship these trees and plants on festive occasions. In almost every 
Hindu household there is a chaura or a sacred place where Tulasi is planted 
and worshipped. Every evening lighted wicks are offered by the housewife 
before the chaura. ' 
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Saivism 


Hinduism includes Saivism . The followers of Saivism worship Siva 
in the name of Mahadeva, Nilakantha, Rudra, Shankar, Sarpeshwar, 
Beleshwar, etc. Siva 1s usually represented by the phallic symbol, the 
Linga and the Yoni. Siva shrines with Siva’s trident atthe top adorn 
many villages in the district. 


The followers goto the Siva temple daily or on festive occasions 
like Sankranti, Amabasya, Chaturdasi, Ekadasi, etc. to worship the 
deity. The important festivals of Lord Siva are Sivaratri and Sital 
Sasthi. The devout Saivites use three horizontal lines of sandalwood 
paste ontheir forehead as religious mark and wear Rudraksha Mala 
around their neck. 


Saktism 


Shaktas are the followers of Sakti, the primordial force, in its 
various manifestations like goddess Durga, Kali, Chandi, etc. In 
the district Sakti 1s worshipped in many forms of which Sarala 
of Jnankada, Charchika of Banki, Biraja of Jajpur, Harachandi of 
Asureswar, Chamunda of Esaneswar (near Jhankada) and Cuttack 
Chandi of Cuttack town are important. Sakti is also wor- 
shipped in many villages in the form of folk goddesses. Animal 
sacrifices used to be offered in many Sakti shrines of the district. 


Vaishnavism 


Jagannath is regarded as the incarnation of Vishnu. The follo- 
wers of Vishnu are called Vaishnavas. Shri Chaitanya of Navadipa 
( Bengal ) is one of the main prophets of Vaishnavism. He 
emphasised on Bhakti or fervent devotion to God as the true road to 
Salvation. He advocated in favour of Sankirtan or singing to the 
glory of Radha-Krishna to the accompaniment of music asa great form 
of worship. The doctrine of Chaitanya found ready acceptance among 
a vast section of the people of Orissa, by whom he is regarded 
as an incarnation of Krishna and Radha. Chaitanya was a great 
reformer and his cult represents a revulsion against the gross and 
debasing religion of the Tantras. He accepted followers from all 
sections ofthe society irrespective of caste and vehemently opposed 
the practice of animal sacrifice. A peculiarity of Chaitanya’s cult Is 
that the post of the spiritual guide or Gossain is not confined to the 
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Brahmins. Followers of the Chaitanya cult or Goudia Vaishnavism 
are found in many parts of Orissa which include Mayurbhan), 
Baleshwar, Cuttack, Puri, Ganjam and Koraput districts. The 
Chaitanya Matha and temples are found at the following places in 
Cuttack district.? 


1. Chaitanya © _. Gurudaspur, P.S. Mathasahi 

2. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu* .. Chaitanya Matha, Muhammadiya 
Bazar, Cuttack. 

3. Gauranga- Nityanan da .. Bangali Sahi, Cuttack 

4. Caritanya-Nityanan da .. Purushottampur, P. 8. Jajpur 

5. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu .. Nilakantha, P. S. Paitamundai 

6. Caiitanya Mihaprabhu .. Village Kapila, P.S. Binjharpur 

7. Chaitanya Mahaprabhu .. Barada, P.S. Binjharpur 

§. Caaitanya M2haprabhu .. Rampa, P.S.  Binjharpur 

9, Chaitanya .. Dubakana, P.S. Mangalpur 

10. Gauranga-Nityananda .. Kapileswar, P.S. Jajpur. 


Mahima Dharma 


The followers of Mahima Dharma or Alekha Dharma are found 
in all the six subdivisions of the district. They believe in one God, 
i.c., Param Brahma, the Supreme Being. He is indescribable, indi- 
visible and invisible. He is believed to have created the Universe. 
The founder of this cult is Mahima Gossain whose name, parentage, 
date and place of birth are not known. His disciples believe that 
He is himself Param Brahma who hailed of His own accord ina 
wonderful manner, He appeared at Puri in 1826 A. D. and disap- 
peared at Joranda, Dhenkanal district of Orissa State in 1876 A. D. 
Joranda is now the principal seat of the cult. At present, the head 
of the cult is Brahmabadhuta Biswanath Baba** who has been guiding 
the Mahima order of the Sannyasis and the lay-disciples according 
to Guru Ajna (edicts). 


The main ritual of the cult is Sarana and Darsana. It is offered 
by all the devotees early in the morning after bath before sunrise and 
at sunset. It is performed on a clean spot under the open sky. It 
consists of Sastanga Pranama (Prostration to the ground) taking dust 





1. History of the Chaitanya Faith in Orissa by Prabhat Mukherjee, 1979, pp. 114-115. 


* According to a record in the Board of Revenue Office at Cuttack, dated the 2 
May 1858, Chaitanya Mahaprabhu received an annual donation of Rs. 55 sa 


annas 8 from the Maratha Government which was renew 
ree ewed by the E. [. 


* 


Biswanath Baba passed away on the 16th May, 1992. 
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to the mouth and standing erect with the hands towards the sky. 
After finishing Sarana and Darsana the devotees offer Sastanga 
Bhumistha Sarana first to the Para Sannyasis, then to the Apara 
Sannyasis and finally anong themselves. The demonstration of respect 
among the devotees is called Manya. 


The main festival of Mahima Dharma is Magha Purnima or 
Gurupurnima. On this day disappearance of Guru Mahima Swami 
is celebrated. All Purnima days are observed by singing Bhajans. Also 
on these days Balyalila is occasionally performed. 


Initiation to Sannyas is one of the most prominent features of 
Mahima Dharma. The order is divided into three stages, Tyagi 
Biiragi, Apara Sannyasis and Para Sannyasis. The devotees who stay 
at home are called Gruhis. 


Out of 757 Ashram Tungis in Orissa, 337 are found in the 
district!. These are meant to provide accommodation to the Sannyasis 
who are constantly on the march on principle of the one meal ina 
family and one night halt in a village as recommended by Guru Mahima 
Swami. It is ascertained that at Malabeharpur (Banki) Guru Mahima 
Swami had established Dhunt Mandira in 1864 A. D. Santhakabi Bhima 
Bhoi and his devotees also visited Dhuni Mandira at Malabecharpur. 
It is the oldest seat of the Mahima Dharma in the district. Places 
like Dorada, Gopinathpur, Bhogora, Oranda, Khamernuagan, Gobara 
(Athagarh Tahasil), Sapanpur, Dalijora Mangarajpur, Agrahat, 
Mahisalanda (Tangi-Chaudwar Tahasil) and Chandini Chouk (Cuttack 
Tahasil) were sanctified by the visit of Guru Swami. Besides, Nrushimha 
Das Baba, Bhagaban Das Baba, ‘Aparti Das Baba, Kishori Das Baba, 
Abhogi Das Baba, Anama Das Baba, Harishchandra Das Baba, 
Nanda Das Baba, Niladri Das Baba, Ananta Das Baba, Krupasindhu 
Das Baba, Nabin Das Baba, Kanhu Das Baba and Biswanath Das 
Baba have covered many villages in the district. By dint of their 
sincerity and austerity these Balkaldhari Para Sannyasis have preached 
and helped to spread further the Mahima Dharma. They have also 


initiated a large number of persons to Mahima Dharma. In the 


twentieth century many Ashram Tungis have come up as seats of 


the cult in the rural and urban areas of the district. 





1. Spread, Organisation and Cult of Mahima Dharma by late Dr. (Miss) A- Eschman, 
etman Research Scholar in Orissa, published in an Inter-Disciplinary Seminar on 
Mahima Dharma and Darshan, D. A. V. College, Koraput, 1972. 
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According to a survey conducted by Prof. S. Nath*, it is found 
that there are 15 Mahimashramas in Cuttack city, the premier 
metropolis of the state. Whatever may be the infrastructural develop- 
ment of these Mahimashrams, these are functioning at the following 
places from the year mentioned chronologically: — 


Mahimashram in Cuttck Year 
City 
Chandinichouk 1910 
Bidanasi 1925 
Bidyadharpur 1927 
Khatbin Sahi 1937 
Tinigharia 1942 
Khannagar 1947 
Bidyadharpur 1952 
Kafla Bazar 1958 
Jobra 1958 
Badambari 1960 
Potapokhari (Nuabazar) 1985 
Panchamani (Bidanasi) 1985 
Chahataghat (Bidanasit) 1986 
Patapur (Chandinichouk) | 1989 
Bentakarpada (Bidanasi) 1990 


Natha Dharma** 


Natha-yogi is not a particular caste so far as the word ‘caste’ 
is used in the conventional sense. Natha or Yogi is attributed to those 
who accept Natha-yogi cult or Dharma, the origin of which is traced 
to pre-Vedic Age in India and since 9th century in the district of cuttack 
and other districts of Orissa. Gorakhanath and Matsyendranath were 
two stalwarts and pioneers of Natha-yoga cult who preached Natha 
Dharma throughout India, Nepal, Afghanistan and Beluchisthan. 


* Mahima Movement in Cuttack City by Prof. S. Nath, published in Cuttack, 
One Thousand Years, Vol. IT, 1990, pp. 261—276. 


**Nathadharmara Kramavikash (a treatise ) by Dr. Dolagobinda Shastri 
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People from all castes and religious faiths including Islam and 
Christianity could accept Natha-yoga cult and as per practice, used 
*Natha’ (Lord ) as their title. There are some Brahmins, Kshyatriyas, 
Vaisyas and Sudras who as followers of Natha-yoga cult use ‘Natha’ 
as their surname. Followers of Natha cult re also found using Sharma, 
Goswami, Das, Pandit, Panda, Mishra titles in Cuttack and other districts 
of Orissa. The Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes in Andhra, 
Tamil Nadu, Maharastra, Karnataka and other states are also. found 
using Natha title. Hence one cannot be included into a particular caste 
only for using Natha title. 


Some ancient relics of Natha cult are found in Cuttack District. 
The inscriptions on the stone statues of Matsyendranath found 
(i) at Trilochanpur village, 10km. from Cuttack on Cuttack-Kendraparha 
road, (ii) on the left of Govari river, opposite to Kendraparha bus 
stand, and (iii) at Rajnagar under Kendraparha subdivision bear testi- 
mony to the influence of Natha-yoga cult in Cuttack district since 
9th century. The inscriptions are in Kutila-lipi, i.e., the previous 
form of the present Oriya script, which came into the present form 
towards the middle of the 11th century. 


There are sixteen Mathas in Cuttack district of which Kiyarbank 
Matha under Mahakalparha P. S.,Aul Matha under Aul P.S., Kolangiri 
Matha near Ratnagiri under Barchana P.S. Gorakha Gadi 
at Chapara near Gorakhnath station on Cuttack-Paradeep Railway line, 
Harinath Gadi at Jagatsinghapur and Ichhanath Gadi at Ichhapur near 
Baladevji Mandir at Kendraparhatown are the main ancient Mathas in 
Cuttack district. There are also Mathas in other districts of Orissa 
of which the Matha at Kapilas in Dhenkanal district, Kapali Matha 


of Bhubanehswar and Satyanath Matha at Puri near Indradyumna 
Sarobar are famous. 


The Natha siddhas of 9th-12th century such as Matsyendranath 
alias Luipa, Krishnacharya alias Kanhupa, Bhusuku Rout, Hadipa are 
reckoned as the pioneers of Oriya poetry and prose. The Charyapadas 
are the most ancient specimens of Oriya poetry and Sisuveda of Gora- 
“Khanath is considered to be the oldest specimen of Oriya prose and 
poetry so far discovered. This theory has been proved and 
confirmed by Dr. Karunakar Kar, Dr. Mayadhar Mansingh, Dr. 
Bansidhar Mohanty, Dr. Dolagobinda Shastri and some other scholars. 
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The main principles of Natha-cult are : 


1) Mahadev or Siva is regarded as the supreme Absolute Entity. 
2) The Nath Siddhas believe in the existence of Supreme Energy. 
3) Ultimate aim of yoga is Samarasa or assimilation i.e., transformation 
into spiritual consciousness. Accordingto the Nathas this Samara- 
sakaran is higher state than Samadhi. The highest stage of Sadhaka 
or aspirant is the stage of Avadhutaor Paramahamsa. Hence this 
cult is also named as Abadhuta Marg. 


The disciples of this cult belong to the order of the Sannyasins 
or are house-holders. The’sannyasins wear two kundalas made of marble 
or metal, a sacred thread and Rudraksha mala and hold a begging 
bowl, Ashabari and smear the body with ashes. The house-holders 
wear sacred thread and Rudrakshamala. The renouncers are called 
Nada-santana and household disciples are called, Bindu santana. 


The Nathas laid the foundation of Vaishnavism in Maharastra and 
Orissa. Gorakhnath was the pioneer of the theory of Achintya Vedaveda 
and Chidvilas or Divine sports of the supreme Absolute Entity. 
Jnaneswar in Maharastra and the Panchasakhas in Orissa developed 
Bhakticult in their teachings and writings and by this there sprang 
asynthesis of yoga and Bhakti cult. Unlike the Mahima Dharmis 
of Orissa, the Nathas were in favour of idolatry. 


The house-holders now seen begging are normally the descendants 
of sanyasins who deviated from the order and raised a family. Having 
no other means of livelihood they took to begging. 


Arya Samaj 


A few people among the Hindus follow the principles of the 
Arya Samaj. At Kanpur (under Narasinghapur Tahasil) there is a 
centre of Arya Samaj which is engaged in social reform and vedic 
studies. In Cuttack city there are two public schools and at Paradeep 
Phosphet Limited, Paradeep there is another public school run by the 
D. A.V. Trust, Delhi in memory of Swami Dayananda Saraswati, 
the founder of the Arya Samaj. 
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Brahmo Samaj 


Among the Hindus of the district a microscopic section belongs 
to the Brahmo Samaj. The Brahmos are monotheists. They do not 
believe in idol worship, casteism, untouchability, dowry system, 
priesthood, child-marriage, polygamy and rebirth. They encourage 
inter-caste and widow marriage. They give stress on the rights of 
the women and their education. They believe in the Vedas, the 
Vedanta and the Upanishads. With these aims and objectives 
Haranath Bhattacharya, the then Professor of Ravenshaw College, 
Cuttack had started Utkal Brahmo Samaj at Oriya Bazar, Cuttack in 
1864. He was assisted in his attempt by his prominent students like 
late Bhaktakabi Madhusudan Rao and late Peary Mohan Acharya. 
The present Brahmo Mandira (Prayer Hall) was established in the 
year 1869. Late Jagamohan Ray, Jlate Jagamohan Lal and 
late Rai Bahadur Gourishankar Ray were its prominent foun der 
members. Late Maharshi Devendranath Tagore of Calcutta had helped 
in the establishment of this Brahmo Samaj. 


The Utkal Brahmo Samaj is still functioning at Cuttack. The 
members gather on Sunday morning and, read the Vedic texts and 
discuss them. They observe the foundation day of the Brahmo Samaj 
and the birth day of Raja Rammohan Ray. 


Jainism 


This religion flourished in Orissa during the reign of Kharavela. 
At present Jainism has almost disappeared from Cuttack district, 
although a few Jains are still to be found in the urban areas of the 
district specially in Cuttack town. The Parwars of Rajputana, who 
afte Jains, have a temple consecrated to Paresnath at Choudhury Bazar 
of Cuttack town. The Jains in the district numbered 453 (262 males 


and 191 females) in 1981. 


Buddhism 


Orissa or ancient Kalinga was once the stroughold of Buddhism 


where different branches of Buddhism flourished from pre-Christian 
era to post-Christian era. From the travel accounts of the Chinese 
pilgrim Hiuen Tsang, who visited Orissa in about 638 A.D. and from 
other Buddhist literature it is known that several Buddhist monasteries 
and educational institutions existed in Orissa. It is an irony of 
history that in course of time Buddhism almost disappeared from India, 


the land of its origin, whereas it has flourished in Japan, Thailand, etc. 
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Buddhist remains are still found scattered at several places in 
Orissa and prominent among them are Lalitagiri, Ratnagiri, Udayagiri 
and Alatigiri, known as the Assia Hills complex, in the Jajpur 
subdivision of Cuttack district. Some people following Buddhist faith 
are still to befound in Badamba, Athagarh subdivision of the district. 
According to the Census of 1981, out of 8,028 Buddhists in Orissa, 
Cuttack district accounted for 4,121. 

Sikhism 

The Sikhs residing in the district are mostly immigrants from outside 
the state. They numbered 1,002 (596 males and 406 females) according 
to 1981 Census. They are found mostly in Cuttack town and 
Jajpur Road town. They are mostly automobile and cycle parts dealers. 
Some of them have workshops. A few families depend upon cloth 
business. They have established two Gurudwaras— one at Cuttack 
town and the other at Jajpur Road. The Gurudwara Datan Saheb, 
located in Kaliaboda, Cuttack, has got some historical significance. 
Guru Nanak while going to Puri is supposed to have halted on this spot. 
He held discourses with the Mahant of Kahaboda Matha. Being pleased, 
he requested Guru Nanak to leave something to commemorate his 
visit. Guruji who was using the Datanfor cleaning histeeth is believed 
to have stuck it on the ground and said that one day it would grow 


into a big tree and be a permanent land-mark. Hence the name 
Gurudwara Datan Saheb. 


In 1935, Sardar Kartar Singh, the then Professor of Chemistry, 
Ravenshaw College, took a lot of interest and with the help of his 


colleagues and some eminent persons of the locality, put up a building 
at the place at a cost of Rs. 7,000/-, After 1946, various additions and 
alterations were done to the structure. About 200 Sikh families have! 
settled permanently at Cuttack. 


The Gurudwar Saheb at Jajpur Road is functioning since 1958. 
About 50 families are residing there. 


The Sikhs believe in one God. They follow the teachings of iis 
ten Gurus and the Saints enshrined in the holy book of the Sikhs, 
the Granth Saheb. They congregate on every Sunday at Gurudwara 
and offer prayer. They celebrate the birth day of Guru Nanak 
(October/November), the day of martyrdom of Guru Tegh Bahadur 
(November/December), the birth day of Guru Govinda Singh (December/ 
January) and the day of martyrdom of Guru Arjun Devji (June). , 
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Islam 


The Mohammedans conquered Cuttack and tcok possession 
in 1568. When the Afghan kingdom of Bengal was overthrown 
during the reign of Akbar, the Afghans migrated to Orissa. Orissa 
long remained under Mughal administration. So the Afghans continued 
to retain their Jagirs in Orissa. As it was a conquest rather than a 
colonisation, all the residents are the descendants of the invadors. They 
made a few conversions. Their number increased gradually. 


At present this religion has the second largest followers in the 
district. The followers of this faith numbered  1,68,151 or 3°63 
per cent of the total population in 1981. 


Muslims believe in the existence of one God that is Allah. 
According to Islamic faith, Mohammed is the last prophet and there 
will be no other prophet after him and they accept Quran as their 
holy book. Muslims are enjoined to offer prayer five times a day. 
They have to pay ‘Zakat’, that is, alms to the poor and needy 
annually and offer ‘Sadqua’ and ‘Fitra’,i.e., charity according to their 
capacity. They observe fasting for onemonth in a year in the month 
of ‘Ramjam’ and perform Haj at least once in a life time if their 
financial condition permits. After the holy Quran they follow the 
‘Hadish’ which contains the sayings of the prophet. 


Muslims are divided into mainly 2 sects, namely, Sunni and Shias. 
The Sunnis are divided into 4 sub-sects the Kanafis, the Malikis, the 
Shafais, and the Hambalis. The Shias are divided into 3 main sub-sects, 
the Isna Asna Asharias, the Ismailyas and Zaidis. There are many groups 
amongst the Sunni and the Shia sub-sects. 


In the district there are only Sunni Muslims, most of them ‘Hanafis’. 
Among ‘Hanafis’ there are what is called ‘Deobandis’ and ‘Baralies. 


The Commissioner of Wakfs, Orissa, Cuttack has recorded 348 
mosques in 1992. Subdivision-wise figures in Cuttack district are 
given below: 





Subdivision Number of Mosques 
Cuttack - 147 
Ja gatsingha pur es 68 
Kendraparha ee 42 
Jajpur = 78 
Athagarh = 9 
Banki - 4 
Total us 348 
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Among the important Islamic monuments the name of Bokhari Saheb 
mosque in Jajpur town, Qudam-i-Rasool Sahi mosque in Cuttack town, 
Sahi mosque in Mulasingh near Jhankar, Juma mosque in Dariapur 
(Salepur P.S.) and Baba Bokhari mosque inside Barabati fort may 
be mentioned. These were built during 16th century A. D. to 19th 
century 4.D. They have been declared as protected monuments by the 
Archaeology Department of Government of India. 


The Baba Bokhari Saheb mosque inside the Barabati fort was 
built in commemoration of Bokhari Saheb, a saint who lived in Orissa 
during the time of Akbar. It is a place of worship where both the 
Muslims and the Hindus offer prayer. 


Christians 


The Christians constituted 8,260 (4,275 males and 3,985 females) 
persons inthe district in 1981. This is numerically the third largest 
religious group inthe district. Almost all the Christians are converts 
from the Hindu fold. There are both Baptists and Catholics. 


The Baptist Church 


The Baptist Missionaries started their activities in Cuttack from 
1822. From Cuttack the Missionaries set out on their preaching 
mission to different parts of Orissa. William Bampton, Amos Sutton, 
Charles Lacey, John Good-by and William Brown visited many 
places for this purpose. From 1822 to 1826 devotional worship was 
conducted inthe bungalows of the missionaries. In 1826 they built 
a church near Tinikonia Bagicha at Cuttack. But only after two 
years the Church building was destroyed by flood. Again a new 
church was built at the same place in 1828. It was the first Protes- 
tant church in Orissa. As the number of Christians began to in- 
crease the chanel building became inadequate to accommodate the 
growing congregation. So, in 1872 the construction of a new church 
building was started at Mission Road, Cuttack, and it was completed 
in 1874. By that time the Orissa Mission had completed its f ifty 
years and celebrated its jubilee. Thereafter, the church was known 
as the “Jubilee Church”. The Baptist chruch of Cuttack is alsa 
known as the “mother church” in Orissa, because non-Christian:« 
were baptised for the first time in this church. 


While Lacey and Sutton were preaching the principles of 


Christianity, Gangadhar Sarangi the chief disciple of Sadhu Sundar 
Das, an educated Brahmin of Tangi in the district, decided io 
follow Christianity. He was baptised by Lacey on the 23rd March, 1828 
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in the water of river Mahanadi. He became the first Oriya 
convert. His wife also followed suit. Then Rama Chandra Jee Jachuk, 
the son of the last Maratha ruler of Cuttack and a disciple of 
Sadhu Sundar Das, became Christian on the Ist May, 1829, The 
other disciples like Daitari Naik, Siba Patra, Kanei Padhi, 
Karuna Sahu, Raghu Das and Trilochan accepted Christianity. It 
may be noted that within twenty years from the establishment of 
the Baptist Mission in Orissa, one thousand people accepted Christianity 
after conversion. 


In 1869, Cuttack Telugu Baptist church was established by Shri Das 
Antarbedi. He was a retired army officer. As their language was 
different from Oriya they had their devotional worship at Pension Lane, 
Cuttack. But later they got the opportunity to hold their devotional 
service in the church at Tinkonia Bagicha, as a new church had already 
been built at Mission Road. Afterwards, the house came to be known 
as Telugu Baptist church for some years. But now the Telugu Baptist 
Church is holding their devotional worship in the church building at 
Mission Road. Shri Das Antarbedi was the first pastor of this church. 


In the famine of 1865-66, over 650 children whose parents had died of 
starvation or, owing to the rigors of the famine, were cared for by the 
missionaries and brought up in the Christian faith. 


For the spread of education the Baptist Missionaries had opened 
schools and one college at Cuttack. Of the schools, the name of Women 
Teachers’ Training “School, Stewart School and Mission High School 
may be mentioned. The Stewart College is meant for higher education. 
The Mission Press which has the distinction of being the oldest printing 
press in Orissa, still continues to produce literature contributing to the 
educational and spiritual uplift of the people. The Cuttack Leper 
Asylum opened by the Mission to lepers in 1919 is under the superintend- 
ence of one of the resident Baptist Missionaries. The Mission also 
tuns Nabajiban Kendra at Baulakani under Mahakalaparha police- 
Station. 


Besides, the Baptist Missionaries also worked in the ex-state areas. 
Between 1830 and 1840 a number of people in the then Athagarh state 
embraced Christianity and the Baptist Mission at Cuttack in 1841 obtained 
a lease of ten acres of jungle land fromthe Raja of Athagarh near a 
Village called Chhagan. There are now three Christian villages, 
Parbatia, Kapatikiri and Arakhtangar. In Parbatia, there is a chapel 
and a boys’ and a girls’ school. There are also five mission schools in 
the neighbouring Hindu villages. 
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The Roman Catholic Church 


The Roman Catholic Mission started its activities in the town of 
Cuttack in 1845. The mission built a church at Cuttack in 1850. 
The same year they also established St. Joseph’s High School at Cuttack. 
The school educates girls upto Senior Cambridge Examination. It 
also catersto a number of poor children who are in the boarding. The 
missionaries established in 1975 St. Mary’s School at Jajpur Road and 
in 1978 Bethany School at Paradeep. The mission established a charitablo 
institution called Daya Ashram at Cuttack in 1975. It takes care of the 
handicapped and the old and disabled men and women. It runs an out- 
door dispensary, particularly for the detection of leprosy. The sisters 
are also serving in the leprosy colonies of Gandhipalli and Nehrupalli 
where they give specialaid, run a kitchen and have special concern 
for the old and disabled persons. The followers of this branch of 
Christianity worship Mary, the mother of Jesus Christ. Besides the 
Baptist and the Roman Catholic churches, there exist some other churches 
at Cuttack. 


The Church of God 


American Missionaries opened mission stations at several places in 
India for propagation of Christianity as a result of which the 
Church of God Association of India was formed with John A.D. Khan, 
a Muslim convert, as its President. He cameto Cuttackfrom Calcutta 
in 1905 and established a branch of the Church of God Association 
at Cuttack. Heconducted devotional service at Cuttack which wus 
attended by a large number of Christians. Purna Chandra Manda! 
and Arun Hrudaya Seth of Calcutta came to Cuttack and assisted 
Khan. 


In 1911, the trustees of the Church of God Association of India 
represented by John A. D. Khan, its Elder and President; Malon Holdar 
of Calcutta, Vice President; Robert Jarvice of Dehra Doon; Mrs. 
JS. Nicholas Roy of Shillong and Ramanath Mindal of Calcutta 
purchased a big plot of land measuring 7°385 acres, with a large bungalow 
with Outhouses, fruit trees, etc. in the abandoned Cantonment area 
adjoining the Catholic Church compound which once belonged to 
Frederick Bond and Robert Lee, formerly of Cuttack, John A. 1D. 
Khan, who was commonly known as_ Bro-Khan, stayed in the 
bungalow with family. The bungalow was built on a small hillock 
for which it was Called the Mount House. The building was very old and 
it became unsafe for habitation. Bro-Khan had to shift to Calcutta with 
his family. Sunday worship service and Sunday school were regularly 
held in the verandah and the portico which were intact and safe. 
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Gradually the Church of God congregation grew in number and 
the leading members were Benjamin Mohanty, his son Jonathan Mohanty, 
Purna Chandra Bose, Prasanna Kumar Behera, Rev. Banchhanidhi Sahu, 
Purna Chandra Mandal, Miss Sanat Mandal and Miss Nalini Mandal 


Inthe meanwhile efforts were made by the Church of God Association 
to construct a church building by the side of the Cantonment Road and 
it was constructed in 1928. Sunday worship and devotional meetings 
are being heldin the new pucc? church building since then. Out of the 
remaining area, the Church of God Association handed over six acres 
of land ona nominal consideration for the permanent housing of the 
Christ College, besides making a gift of Rs.4,000/-- The missionaries 
also helped the orphan children, and started an orphanage in 1914 
which is continuing even now at Shelter Chhak. 


Pentecost Church 


In 1944, Bro.E.Mercy came from Uttar Pradesh and started the 
Pentecost Branch of Christianity. In 1945, Bro.K.J.Philip came from 
Travancore and preached about the Holy Spirit. They started their 
service in 1946 in a _ private house belonging to Manaharini Patra 
at Sutahat in Cuttack town. But in 1949, it was shifted from Sutahat 
to Makarbad in Cuttack town. Bishnu Pattnaik and Albert Das were 
the first two persons, who became the members of the Pentecost Church. 
Lal Mohan Pattnaik and Brajananda Mohanty came from Brahmapur 
to Cuttack and joined them. 


Church of England 


A Church of England also existed at Cuttack. It is presumed that 
the church was established during the days of the East India Company. 
The followers started Sunday worship in a bungalow at Cantonment 
Road, Cuttack. Onlythe Europeans who were posted at Cuttack during 
the East India Company rule and later during the British period attended 
the church. This church was also named as the High Church, and 
later, the Anglican Church. During the later part of the British period 
some leading members of the Christian community at Cuttack and 
Christians holding high posts under Government became its members. 
The Bible is the holy scripture of the Christians irrespective of the 
Churches to which they might belong. 


CASTE 


Caste plays an important role in the socio-economic life of the 
people. Recently ‘caste’ has assumed greater significance: in the 
political life of the country owing tothe controversy over the Central 
Government decision to give benefit of job reservation to 
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other backward classes (OBC3) in addition tothe quota of 

reservation for the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes, 
as per recommendation of the Mandal Commission on the ground 
that they form the socially and educationally backward class of 
citizens. For a detailed account of each Caste, castewise population 
figures are essential. After 1931, no enumeration in regard to castes 
other than those of the scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes has been 
made in the censuses. In the absence of such statistics much of the 
valuable information relating to the social and economic life of the people 
could not be reflected in the present report. Since then there has been 
substantial change in their occupational pattern, social customs and 
standing religious belief, economic life and educational standard parti- 
cularly after Independence. However, a general discussion ofthe tradi- 
tional social structure, customs andreligious beliefs of some principal 
castes of the district is given below. 


Khandayats 


The Khandayats are by far the largest castes in tho district numbering, 
according tothe Census return of 193!,5,48,664 or more than one-fourth 
of the entire population of the district as formed in 1931 (this excluded 
the four ex-states of Athagarh, Narasinghapur, Baramba and Tigiria). 
After 1931 Census ‘caste’ has not been mentioned in any Census report. 
The Khandayats were originally meant for military service during war 
but later they became a cultivating class (Chasa). In Maddox Settlement 
Report, Chasa caste has b2en describad as Orr-Khandayat, asub-caste of 
Khandayat. Some Khandayats are also described as ‘Orr Chasas’, 
In 1931 Census the number of Chasas was enumerated to be 1,53,663, 
Therefore, the total number of Khandayats/Chasas inthe erstwhile district 
of Cuttack in 1931 was 7,02,327. If the general trend of growth of 
population since 1931 Census is taken into account, the number of 
Khandayats/Chasas may roughly be 15 lakhs in the erstwhile district of 
Cuttack. To this will be added the numbr of Khandayat/Chasas in 
the ex-states of Athagarh, Baramba, Narasingahpur and Tigiria, 
Cobden Ramsay in his report on Feudatory States of Orissa, published 
in 1910, has stated that Chasas form the most numerous caste in all the 
four ex-states. Although no definite figures regarding population 
of this caste is now available there is no doubt that this caste forms the 
single majority population not only in the district of Cuttack but also 


throughout Orissa. The Kbhandayats are called so because, having 
zscended from the Khyatriyas, they were in charge of defence of the 
country with sword (Khanda), In commemoration, swords and other 


war weapons are still preserved and worshipped in the houses of some 
Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


PEOPLE 1 65 


Khandayat families and are displayed and played with ccnsumin ate 
skillduring Durga Puja _ festival The famous poet Bhaktakabi 
Madhusudan Rao, himself a Brahmo, describes themin the following 
terms in his famous book ‘Barnabodha’ : 


“Jed BASi GG! VQ ASA AGIQSa 
GAA CAlg, Agel Gelq AGIQ ge |” 


Asecondary view that the word might have been derived from the 
word ‘Khandapati’, the headman of a ‘Khanda’ or a group of villages is 
not acceptable in view of the role the caste played in the 
hoary past. Whatever may be the etymology ofthe name, it is 
admitted that Khandayats belong tothe warrior class. As members 
of the militia, the Khandayats served as soldiers in times of war and 
in return they were given lands asInam. When they ceased to be 
relevant for military purposes they mainly took to agriculture as their 
profession and are therefore called by other castes as Chasas. But in 
practice the Khandayats are divided mainly into two sub-castes, i.e., 
the Mahanayak Khandayats and the ordinary Khandayats. The former 
represent the Kshyatriya proper whereas the later correspond to the 
old feudal militia since converted tothe cultivating class or Chasa. 
In the past, impassable gulf existed between these two sub-castes, but 
now due to frequent inter-marriage, common Occupation and social 
habits, etc. one is indistinguishable from the other. The Khandayats / 
Chasas form the most numerous cultivating class although in recent 
years they have started educating themselves to compete with others 
in various fields of public life like service and politics. But their 
number in public employment is meagre when compared with their 
number in population. Since agriculture cannot support such a large 
number of unemployed people they have to make themselves qualified 
for employment in other professions like industry, trade, business 
besides public service. They heve since been notified as OBCS ( other 
backward cleeses) fcr the purpose cf reservation in jcbs and educaticnal 
institutions under the State Government. 


Like Brahmins, most of them, particularly the Mahanaik 
Khandayats also wear sacred thread (Paita) only after marriage 
(Brahmins wear this after Upanayana ceremony). 

Brahmin 

Next to Khandayats the Brahmins are the most numerous caste 
in the district. Their number in 1931 was 1,86,021 in the erst- 
while district (excluding Athagarh subdivision), The Brahmins of 
Cuttack district belong tothe Utkal class of Brahmins, which is 
one of the five great territorial groups into which the Gaura Brahmins 
of Northern India are divided. Buddhism deprived the Brahmins of 
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their priestly functions and drove them to more worldly pursuits for 
their subsistence. Most of them resorted to agriculture, while a few 
are believed to have taken service as cooks in the temple of Jagannath. 
Later the ruling dynasties revived the Brahmanical faith in Orissa 
not by restoring the priestly functions to the degraded Brahmins who, 
forsaking the Vedas, had turned into cultivators and cooks, but by 
importing 10,000 Brahmins of pure faith, fit to perform Vedic rites 
from Kanauj, the greatest stronghold of Hinduism in Northern India. 
Tradition has it that these Brahmins performed ten great ‘“‘horse- 
flesh sacrifices’ (Asvamedha Yajna) onthe bank of the sacred 
Baitarani near the town of Jajpur. A flight of steps, called Dasasva~ 
medha Ghat, yet marks the spot near which the sacrifices were 
performed. These imported Brahmins gradually spread over the whole 
of Orissa, and the colonies which they formed with the aid of 
royal grants of rent-free lands are still known as sasans. 


In course of time, however, the process which caused the original 
division of the Gaura Brahmins into five groups was repeated and 
two endogamous subdivisions were formed on the two sides 
of the river Brahmani, the northern subdivision being called Jaj- 
purotriya andthe southern Dakshinotriya. Jajpur or Biraja Kshetra 
is the centre ofthe former, and still contains the largest proportion 
of Brahmins inthe district. Puri isthe centre of the latter. Throughout 
Orissa wine is taboo for the Brahmins, but those who worship the 
goddess Kali are permitted to drink it, and the temple ofthe great 
goddess Biraja at Jajpur probably became a centre for the spread of 
this objectionable habit. This helped Jajpur Brahmins to degrade. 
For obvious reasons the southern Brahmins considered the northern 
Brahmins as inferior to them, 


For a growing community it must have been increasingly difficult 
to remain within the limits of the religious duties prescribed by the 
Shastras. Asaresult, further split was noticed between those in the 
enjoyment of royal patronage and those whom necessity forced to 
depart from them. Each territorial subdivision has thus been divided 
into two groups called Srotriya or Vaidik and Asrotriya or non-Vaidik. 


The former includes the Sasani Brahmin who depend, for their subsis- 
tence, chiefly on royal grants of rent free lands and the latter 
includes the following classes : 


(1) Sarua or Paniari, growers and sellers of vegetables 


(2) Panda, Pujari or Deulia, professional temple worshippers 
or workers, and 
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(3) Marhia, the priests of low castes, who receive alms from 
the humble clients whom they serve and are fed with the 
first meal connected with Prayaschitta or purification 
ceremonies. 


The Srotriyas usually do not intermarry with the degraded 
Mastans or Mahastans of the Buddhist or the pre-Buddhist period. 
The non-Brahminical occupations and titles of the latter mark 
them out as aclass quite distinct from the rest of the Brahmins 
of Orissa. They are called Balaram gotri. Their symbol is plough 
which isthe weapon of God Balaram. 


The Utkal Brahmin were originally all Shaktas, but now they all 
worship Salagram and the Four Gods, Vishnu, Siva, Ganesh, and 
Surya, and Goddess Durga. Chaitanya converted some of the Brahmins 
to Vaishnavism, but even those converts worship the Four Gods and 
the Goddess mentioned above on ceremonial occasions. The Grama 
Devati receives the same degree of homage from this caste as she does 
from the other castes in Orissa. The ten Sanskaras or purifying 
ceremonies are a distinctive feature in thier life. According to the 
Shastras, they should be performed at different periods of life, but 
in Orissa all the ceremonies are usually performed at the time of 
upanayana or assumption of the sacred thread. The child marriage 
which was prevalent among them is no longer in vogue due to 
spread of education. They have the gotras like the other Hindu castes 
indicative of their descent from old Rishis. 


The Brahmins, because of their superior intellect are the most 
influential fclass not only in the district, but also in Orissa and 


outnumber all other castes in public service and intellectual professions. 
They will rather beg than take up any manual labour like ploughing 
fields or doing other agricultural operations in the field or working as 
labourers. They have the monopoly of worshipping deities (gods and 
goddesses) in temples on behalf of other castes and acting as priests 
at the time of their weddings, obsequies (functions connected with 
death) and doing Pujas in other ceremonial occasions for them. They 
were forbidden to dine with other castes or to accept water from the 
lower caste people which is no longer followed in practice. They 
generally go bythe surnames of Misra, Tripathi, Acharya, Panda, 
Panigrahi, Rath, Satpathy, Dwivedi, Trivedi, Chaturvedi which are 
not found in other castes andin some cases bythe common surnames 
of Dash, Mohapatra, Patra, Kar, Sahu, Pani, etc. 
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Gauds 


The Gaudas (Gopalas), who in Cuttack district proper numbered 
1,45,132in 1931 are the third largest caste in number. They are the pastoral 
caste of the district corresponding to the Gopalas in Bengal and Bihar. 
They rear cattle and deal in milk products. They are also engaged 
in agriculture and some serve as muliyas or hired agricultural labourers. 
They also work as domestic servants and till recently followed the 
practice of Palki-bearers for carrying brides and bridegrooms in 
palanquins (Palkis) at the time of marriage of higher castes. 


Nowadays most of them have given up their traditional calling 
and have taken to trade, agriculture and service. Class conflict 
ensued between the upper castes and the Gaudas when they refuse 
to work as Palki-bearers of brides and bridegrooms. The former 
are now reconciled to the changed situation of the society. Where 
communication permits, brides and bridegrooms are going by car/ 
bus or are being carried in Palkis by Harijans. 


The caste is divided into five endogamous divisions viz., Gopapuria, 
Mathurapuria, Solakhandia, Mania and Tanla. The Tanla sub-caste 
is looked upon as the lowest in rank. But other four divisions 
work in unison forthe greater interest of the caste but they still do 
not intermarry. For religious and ceremonial purposes they engage 
Brahmins. They worship Lord Krishna and trace their descent from 
his dynasty. Dola Purnima (full moon day inthe month of Falguna) 
is their main festival. On ceremonial occasions they worship cows 


and sing songs relating to Radha and Krishna. The Gaudas respect 
Achyutananda Das, one of the Panch Sakhas or Saint poets of Orissa. 
They gather in large number at Nemala on the bank of the river 
Chitrotpala in Salepur Police-station on Jyestha Purnima, the day 
he passed away, and worship his Gadi (pedestal). 


Other castes 


Among the non-Scheduled Caste people of numerical importance are 
the Tantis and Telis, although their number is not exactly known. 
The Tantis are the weavers. The Telis are the oil-men of the country, but 
many other are traders and are known as Kuber Putras or sons of Kuber, 
the god of wealth. Their surname is generally ‘Sahu’ which surname 
is also found among Khandayats and Brahmins. Mention may be 
made of Badheis (carpenters), Gurias (confectioners), Banias (makers 
of gold and silver ornaments), Jyotishas also called Nahakas (astrologers 
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for casting horoscopes, conducting marriage in company with Brahmin 
Purohit and forecasting ‘iuspicious days, etc.), Kansaris and Thataris 
(bell-metal makers and dealers), Kacharas (glass bangle hawkers), Patras 
(traders of silk cloth and cotton yarn), Kumbharas (earthen pot makers 
and sellers), Kamaras (makers of agricultural implements made of cast 
iron), Keutas (catching and hawking of fish and dry fish), Malis (gardener 
and seller of flowers and garlands for deities and on marriage occasions) 
and the like who are more or less found scattered throughout the district. 
Nowadays many of them have given up their traditional occupations 
and taken to agriculture or labour. or if educated they are serving in 
various’ fields or trades. 


The other caste of considerable importance in the socio-economic 
life of the district, though fewer in number, are the Karans, the writer 
caste of Orissa. Next to Brahmins, they are the most intelligent class, 
as is evident from results of various public examinations. They are also 
avery prosperous and influential class and rank next to Brahmins. 
They were the first to take up English education and enter service under 
the British Government. There were many among them who’ were 
zamindars, tenure-holders or big raiyats and mahajans, money-lenders and 
thus yielded considerable influence among the peasantry. They are easily 
distinguishable by the surnames of ‘Mohanti’, ‘Patnaik’ and in some cases 
by ‘Das’ although those surnames are also found among Khandayats 
and Brahmins too but very rarely. Inter-marriage between Khandayats 
and Karans is not uncommon now. 


Paikas and Sudhas who were engaged by the former rulers as security 
guards by getting service inams are found in Athagarh subdivision. 


Nolias (fishermen) of Paradeep and Telengas working as rickshaw 
pullers in Cuttack town have migrated from Andhra in search of livelihood. 
Marwaris who migrated from Rajasthan are found mostly in Cuttack 
townand in other urban/semi-urban areas. They are the richest 
community, being engaged in trade and commercial activities. 


A caste called Mahara is found in village Kundal in Barchana 
Police-station. They are said to be descendants of Marathas. Inter- 
Marriage is permitted among them within close degree of relationship. 
They speak a mixed language of Marathi, Hindustani and Oriya. 
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SCHEDULED CASTES 

According to the figures released by the Census of 1981* the population 
of Scheduled Castes was 8,17,873 (4,15,198 males and 4,02,675 females). 
This constituted about 17°66 per cent of the total population of the 
district. Out of 94 Scheduled Castes specified for the state of Orissa, 
as many as 85 were returned in 1981 Census (Vide Appendix-I). Of them 
the most numerous are Adi Andhra, Begheti, Bariki, Bauri, Bhoi, 
Chamar, Dewar, Dhoba, Dom, Ghusuria, Gokha, Hadi, Kandra, 
Kela, Mahuria, Pan, Pantanti, Patratani, Siyal, Tanla and Tiar. 
The above 21 "Scheduled Castes comprised 98°44 per cent of 
the total Scheduled Castes population of the district. Of the 
total Scheduled Castes, 93°89 percent live in the rural areas 
and the rest in the urban areas. The 1981 Census also recorded the 
highest Scheduled Caste population in Salepur Tahasil (95,981) and 
the lowest in Tigiria Tahasil (4,058). Similarly the proportion was 
more in the Police-stations of Jajpur (69,607), Binjharpur (61,009), 
Jagatsinghapur (56,140), Salepur (52,933), Kendraparha (44,225), 
Dharmasala (38,307), Aul (36,970), Gobindpur (35,931), Cuttack 
Sadar. (35,616), Tirtol (33,987) and Pattamundai (33,022). Among 
urban areas, Cuttack claimed the highest (27,120) and Banki the 
lowest (863) Scheduled Castes population in the district. The 
Scheduled Caste growth rate during 1971—81 was+18°33 per cent. 
That was lower than the growth rate (+26°15) of previous decade, i.e., 
1961—71. 

In 1981, literacy was confined to 25°39 per cent only. This indicated 
that literacy programmes have made little impact among the Scheduled 
Castes. 


Among Scheduled Castes 298,742 were workers*? and the rest non- 
workers. Majority of workers were engaged in agicultural occupations. 
Household industries and other works provided employment to the 
remaining persons. The 1981 Census also recorded 3,086 persons under 
main workers in special occupations like tanning and currying of hides 
and skins and scavenging. 


On examining the marital status of the Scheduled Caste population 
by their broad age-group it is found that the number of married persons 
in the age-group 20—29 was the highest in both the sexes, while large 
number of widows are found in the age-group 50 and above. The gradual 
disappearance of child marriage is also noticed from the small number 
of married persons in the age-group O—14. 





*Census of India, Orissa, Paper 1 of 1982 Fina) Population Totals 1981, pp.17—21. 


According to 199! Census, the population of Scheduled Castes in Cuttack district 
iS 1,124,160. 


*“*Workers include main worker 33°88 Per cent and margina] workers 2°65 per cent. 
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To raise the socio-economic conditions of the Scheduled Castes, 
Government have introduced I. R. D.P. (Integrated Rural Development 
Programme), E. R. R. P. (Economic Rehabilitation for Rural Poor), 
P. M. M. P. (Prime Minister’s Massive Programme), M.A. D. A, 


(Modified Area Development Agency), T. R. Y. S. E. M. (Training for 
Rural Youth for Self-Employment), N. R.E. P. (National Rural 
Employment Programme), R. L. E.G. P. (Rural Landless Employment 


Guarantee Programme), 20-Points Programme, Indira Awas Yojana 
and Nehru Rojgar Yojana, etc. Some detatls about the Scheduled 
Castes of the district are given below alphabetically. 


Adi Andhra 


Out of 3,62! Adi Andhra in Orissa, 1,648 are found in the district. 
Their number in Cuttack town is more. They work as labourers and 
tickshawpullers. Literacy was confined to 15°00 per cent in 1981. 


Baghuti 


Out of 17,916 Baghutis (Baghetis) in Orissa, 14,663 or 81°84 per cent 
were found in the district in 1981. Their traditional and present 
occupation is fishing, net repairing and fish business. They observe 
Naba Puja Parba in the month of Chaitra (March-April). They also 
perform Chaiti Ghoda Nacha at that time. They use Sethi, Mallick 
and Dalai as surname. Literacy among them was con‘ined to 13°84 
per cent in 1981. 


Bauri 


The strength of Bauris according to the Census of 1981 was 1,34,997. 
They are found almost in every village and are divided into four sub- 
castes, viz., Mahabhoi, Tanhara, Ghumura and Buna. The Mahabhoi 
Bauris claim to be higher section among .the Bauris. The Bauris in 
general are cultivators and agricultural labourers. They and} Chamars 
also blow conch shell at the timeof wedding and other auspicious 
occasions of higher castes. The Bauris employ their own priests called 
Baisnab or Gosain to perform rituals connected with birth, death and 
Matriage. They have also their own barbar known as Behera. 
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The post of Behera and Gosain are hereditary. They do not depend 
on Dhobas for washing their polluted clothings. The surname of the 
Bauris is Das and Bhoi.Literacy among them was 23°87 per cent in 1981. 


Bhata 


The Bhatas are panegyrists. In the yore, they were daily reading out 
their poetry in the praise of the kings in their courts. With the passage of 
time this tradition has gone into oblivion and the present generation of 
those class are begging from door to door singing songs in order to main- 
tain their livelihood. The Bhatas are found more or less throughout the 
state of Orissa but their number in the district was only 482 in 
1981. Literacy was high as much as 55°19 per cent in that year. 


Chalmar 


\ 


According to 1981 Census, 32,025 persons were enumerated under 
Chamar, Mochi, Muchi and Satmami group in the district. The Chamars 
collect juice of date palm, make palm leaf mats, fans and broom sticks. 
They pluck cocoanuts from cocoaunt trees and palms from palmyara 
trees belonging to higher castes. But the Mochis or Muchis deal with 
leather goods. They generally make and mend foot-wears. In Cuttack 
town Oriya and Telugu Muchis arefound. They make quality foot-wears. 
Literacy among them is about 35°53 per cent. 


Dewar 


Out of 4,249 Dewars in Orissa, Cuttack district accounted for 2,337 
in 1981, The Keuta or Kaibartta belongs to Dewar (Dhibara) group. 
They are divided into more than half a dozen endogamous groups; (1) the 
Dhibaras or Keutas ply boats and catch fjsh and sell dry fish, (2) the 
Nialis catch fish and prepare flattenned rice, (3) the Rarhis prepare 
flattenned and puffed rice and thatch Kutcha houses, (4) the Machhua 
only catch fish, There are moreover other sections, named Siuli,Kedar, 
Gunduri, Girigiria, Malha and Nauri. They observe Hindu fairs and 
festivals. Chaiti Parba is their main festival. On the fullmoon day in 
the month of Chaitra (March-April), people belonging to fisherman 
communtiy generally gather in the temple of Dhakulai, near Pratapnagari 
on the bank of river Kuakhai. To appease the goddess people sacrifice 


he-goats. The Keutas also perform Ghodanacha and sing from mytho- 


logical texts and from the rustic composers. In 1981, literacy is confined 
to 34°87 per cent. 
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There were 97,543 Dhobas/Dhobis in the district in 1981. heir 
traditional occupation is washing of clothes and wood cutting. They 
collect dirty clothes from house to house for washing and return the 
clean clothes with or without ironing. They get remuneration either in 
cash or in kind. The system of payment in kind is still prevalent in rural 
areas. In urban areas they receive cash payment. Nowadays some of 
them have stopped collecting dirty clothes from door to door and have 
started laundries in urban areas. Besides,they also depend on other 
professions for their livelihood. Their services are indispensable during 
birth of a child and death of a person. They observe all Hindu fairs 
and festivals but their main festival is Gandi puja. Gandi means 


a bulk of stone in which they clean the dress materials on the bank 
of river, canal or pond. They observe it on Pana Sankranti day. 
Literacy was confined to 35°06 per cent in 1981. 


Dom 


In 1981, the population of Dom or Dombo in the district was 11,092. 
They make bamboo baskets and act as drummers on ceremonial occasions, 
They also maintain their livelihood by tanning leather. Literacy is 
limited to 22°09 per cent in 1981. 


Ghusuria 


The 1981 Census enumerated 1,954 Ghusurias in Cuttack district. 
They tend pigs. The Ghusurias who reside to the south of the river 
Brahmani consider themselves superior to those living north of that river. 
These two groups do not inter marry. They have their own priests called 
Baishnab. He performs all rituals. They worship deities to ward off 
epidemic diseases, Literacy among them was confined to 16°28 per cent 
in 1981. 


Gokha 


The Gokhas arefound mostly in the coastal ditricts of Orissa. Their 
Population in 1981 was 35,085 in Cuttack district. Their main occupation 
is fishing. They use shalua made of bamboo sticks and do not usually 
fish with nets. Their women folk sell fish. Some have abandoned their 
traditional occupation and have taken to agriculture. Literacy among 


them was confined to 50°07 per cent in 1981. 
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Hadi 


The Census of 1981 returned 21,300 Hadis in the district. They 
work as sweepers and scavengers and carry human faeces from the latrines 
in urban/semi-urban areas to compost pits. Nowadays this practice is 


being put down as a social welfare measure and construction of septic 
latrines is encouraged particularly in urban areas. Government have for- 


mulated schemes for gradual conversion of Kutcha latrines to septic 
latrines by giving subsidy to house owners to do away with this obnoxious 
practice. They also act as drummers in socio-religious functions. They 
observe fairs and festivals like the other castes. They usually use 
Gochhayat as surname. Literacy was confined to 27°63 per cent in 1981. 


Kandara 


The strength of Kandaras or Kandras tn the district was 1,96,414 in 1981. 
This is 62°08 per cent of the total Kandara population of the State. The 
name Kandara is said to be derived from their skill in archery (Kanda 
means arrow) andin former times they and the Panas formed the rank 
and file of the local militia. They along with Panas were engaged as 
village Choukidars. Now they earn their livelihood as labourers. The 
surname of the community is Malik. They worship all the Hindu gods 
and goddesses like other castes. Literacy was confined to 31°42 per cent 
in 1981, 


Kela 


The population of Kelas in the district was 5,860 in 1981. They are 
a low caste of fowlers, jugglers and beggars. The caste is divided into 
four sub-castes, viz., Nalua, Sapua, Matia and Sabakhia. Except Naluas 
others speak a language which is a mixture of Oriya and Telugu. The 
Naluas entrap birds, the Sapuas are snake charmers, the Matias are wage 
earners and the Sabakhias or omnivorous ones are professional beggars. 
Their subsidiary source of income is piggery. Generally Kelas go to 
different parts of the State with their snakes kept in Pedis (boxes) and earn 
a living by snake charming. They also invariably carry with them a 
trained mouse called ‘Govindi Musa’ in a small box. The children get 
pleasure to see the antics of the mouse. Literacy was confined to 
21°57 ~=per cent in 1981. 
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Mahuria 


Number of persons belonging to this community was 1,410 in 1981. 
Their name is derived from the wind instrument called Mahuri in which 
they play on the occasion of marriage and other social and religious func- 
tions. They are said to be akin to Hadis and Doms. Literacy was 
confined to 26°32 per cent in 1981. 


Mehtar 


The Census of 1981 recorded 733 Mehtarsin Cuttack district. They 
work as sweepers and scavengers like the Hadis. Literacy was 
confined to 32°20 per cent. 


Pana 


The Panas are the predominant Scheduled Caste in Cuttack district. 
Their population according to 1981 Census was 2,18,170, out of which 
2,08,465 persons lived in rural areas. They form the fourth largest 
number in population next to Khandayats, Brahmins and Gaudas. They 
are a ubiquitous caste present almost in every village in the district as 
a part of community life. The Panas of village Jaintara in Jajpur sub- 
division of Cuttack district were classified as denotified community. 
They were looked down for their criminal habits and anti-social activities. 
In the past village chowkidars, paiks and postal runners were mostly 
recruited from this class. Now due to special efforts having been made 
to improve the condition generally of all Scheduled Castes, they are generally 
coming to the main stream of national life. They act as drummers 
and basket makers. They mainly work as agricultural labourers and 
have taken to share cropping (Bhag-chas) in a large scale. After removal 
of the custom of untouchability, some Pana youths have also taken up 
cycle rickshaw pulling in rural and  semi-urban areas. 
The Panas profess Hinduism and _ believe in sorcery. They have their 


own priest called Baishnab who officiates on all ceremonial occasions. 
Literacy was confined to 21°21 per cent in 198}. 


Pantanti 


The population of the Pantantis in Cuttack district was 1,583 in 1981. 
They generally weave coarse variety of cloth. But nowadays they mostly 
live on agriculture. They follow Hindu rites and customs. Literacy 
was 28°43 per cent in 1981. 
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Patratanti 


In 1981, the Patial, Patikar, Patua or Patratanti numbered 1,185 in the 
district. They usually earn their livelihood by weaving cloth. Due 
to meagre income some persons have adopted other professions in private 
and public establishments in different capacities, Literacy was confined 
to 29°79 per cent in 1981. 


Sabakhia 


Out of 1,079 Sabakhias in Orissa State, 399 were found in the 
district in 1981. They lead a nomadic life and eat snake, frog, crocodile, 
fox and flesh of other animals. They are backward in every respect. 
Literacy was barely 7°77 per cent. 


Siyal 

The Siyals dealin toddy. !a 1981, 2,935 persons of this community 
were enumerated in the district of which 2,579 persons lived in rural 
areas. Literacy was confined to 41°20 per cent in 198]. 


Tanla 


The population of Tanla was 9,280 in 1981. They reside principally 
in Badamba and Narasinghapur area of Cuttack district. The name Tanla 
or Taonla is said to be derived from Taimul (@mQf), a village in the 
Anugul subdivision in Dhenkanal district and they came to these places 
during the Orissa famine in 1866. Tanlas appear to be a low occupational 
caste of mixed origin but derived principally from the Khond tribe. 
The Tanlas have no exogamous divisions. Their marriages are. 
therefore, regulated by relationship in the ordinary manner. Divorce 
and widow remarriage are permitted. Literacy was confined to 20°07 
per cent in 1981. 


Tiar 
The strength of Tiars in the district was 2,362 of which 23°37 were 


literate in 1981. Fishing and allied activities provide engagement to 
them. 


SCHEDULED TRIBES 


The Scheduled Tribe population of the district which was 1,10,746 
in 1971 increased to 1,44,708 in 1981* ( 73,262 males .and 71,446 
females ), thus registering a growth of 30°66 per cent in 
the decade 1971—81 and forming 3°13 per cent of the total 


Sa et hE 
° oe - 1991 Census, the population of Scheduled Tribes in Cuttack district 
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population of the district. This was higher than the growth rate (28°98) 
of previous decade, i. e., 1961-71. Out of 62 Scheduled Tribes specified 
for the state of Orissa, as many as 57 were returned in 1981 Census 
(vide Appendix-I]). Of them the principal tribes were Bhumij, Kandha, 
Kolah, Lodha, Matya, Munda, Santal, Saora and Shabar. These 
nine tribes constituted 92°86 per cent of the total Scheduled Tribe 
population of the district. 93°57 percent of the Scheduled Tribes live 
in rural areas and the rest in urban areas. The concentration of 
Scheduled Tribes was the highest inthe Sukinda Tahasil (54,707) and 
the lowest inthe Kanika Tahasil (14). The police-stations, viz., Sukinda 
(44,019), Dharmashala (11,670), Barachana (10,079), Gurudijhatia 
(8,133), Banki (7,889), Chaudwar (6,319), Badamba (5,942), Tangi 
(4,710), Cuttack Sadar (4,341) and Athagarh (4,132) claimed 
comparatively mote Scheduled Tribes than other police-stations of the 
district in 1981. Among urban areas Cuttack claimed the highest 
(2,019) and Banki the lowest (8) Scheduled Tribes. 


The majority of the Scheduled Tribes are found engaged in agricul- 
tural occupations, and household industries as farm servants and other 
services. Literacy among the Scheduled Tribes was confined to 10°79 
per cent in 1981. This percentage was lower than the State average of 
13°95 per cent. The census figures released in 1981 revealed that among 
the Scheduled Tribes 97°16 per cent professed Hinduism and 0°37 per 
cent Christianity. The Muslims and Sikhs have very little impact on the 
tribals. Out of 57 Scheduled Tribes in the district, Christianity 
seems to have influenced mainly 14 tribes, viz, Ho, Kharia, Kandha, 
Kisan, Kol, Kolha, Korua, Munda, Mundari, Pentia, Oraon, Santal, 
Saora and Shabar. However, the spread of education, communication 
facilities, cultural contact and the implementation of various development 
schemes have helped the Scheduled Tribesto change their traditionai 
manners and customs. They are gradually developing in all aspects of 
life to merge in the main stream of national life. To protect and contro! 
atrocities on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes Government have 
also taken steps and booked cases under the Protection of Civil Rights 
Act, 1955. Statistics in this respect are given in Appendix II. 


Some more’ details about them are given below 
alphabetically, | 
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Bhumij 


The population of Bhumij, according to 1981 Census was 5,658. 
They are supposed to be a branchof Munda Tribe. They have got 
their aboriginal tongue. But they have developed liking for Oriya. 
There are several sections of the tribe, viz., Tamaria, Barabhumia, 
Matia, Desi, Haldipokharia, Sahara-Bhumij and Teli-Bhumy. Among 
them the Desi or Desia Bhumijs have got the lowest position in the 
hierarchy. Each section is further divided into a number of exogamous 
groups known as Killi. Marriage through negotiation is very 
common although marriages by capture, by service and _ by 
intrusion are also socially approved. Widow remarriage in the 
Sanga form is allowed, levirate and sororate types of marriage 
are also preferred. There is provision for divorce. Payment 
of bride-price both in cash and kind is made. Child marriage 
is also prevalent. In their religious observances they follow 
those of the neighbouring Hindus. The village deities are 
worshipped with their tribal village priest called Dehuri. 
They occasionally dance as a source’ of recreation. Rice 
is their staple food. They abstain from eating beef, pork but 
take fowl, white-ants and termites like those of the Bathudi and Sount: 
tribes. They take intoxicants like the Santal and  Kharia. 
Their main occupation is settled cultivation which is supplemented 
by wags-earning and collection of jungle products. Literacy was 
confined to 8°42 per cent in 1981. 


Ho 


The’Hos, Kols and Kolhas belong to the same stock of great Munda 
Tribe. Linguistically all these tribes are classed as Kolarian. The 
population of this tribe was only 868 in Cuttack. The numerical strength 
is insignificant in comparison to Ho population of Orissa State 
which is 44,496 in 1981. 


Juang 


The Juang ts one of the most primitive tribes of Orissa. They numbered 
765 in Cuttack district according to 1981 Census. Their original abode 
is the hill ranges of Kendujhar known as “Juang Pirha” wherefrom they 
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have migrated to the plain areas of Dhenkanal and Cuttack. The main 
concentration of the tribe ts in Athagarh Subdivision and Sukinda 
Tahasil of Cuttack district. They follow the same customs, habits and 
practices as their counterparts in Kendujhar and Dhenkanal district. 


Kandha-Gauda 


This tribe is supposed to be crossbreed of Kandha tribe and Gauda 
caste inhabiting the Kandha areas. They are mostly found tn the 
Athagarh Subdivision, numbering 645 according to 1981 Census. They 
are followers of Hinduism. The incidence of education among them 
is poor. According to 1981 Census only 5.43 per cent were found literate 
among them. 


Kandha 


The number of Kandhas in the district was 5,805 in 1981. But it 
is only 0.58 per cent of the total Kandha population of the State. The 
main concentration of the tribe is in the Tahasils of Badamba and Narasingha- 
pur. Their habits and customs differ in many ways from those of the 
Kandhas living in Koraput, Phulabani, Kalahandi, Ganjam and Balangir. 
A majority of them have adopted Oriya as their mother tongue and have 
forgotton their cultural tradition. The main occupation of the tribe 1s 
shifting cultivation but some have adopted settled cultivation like other 
rural people. Except a few Kandhas the majority do not own lands. 
They supplement their income from forest products. The 
incidence of literacy among them is poor. In 1981 Census only 


17°32 per cent were found to be literate. Kandha society is undergoing 
rapid transformation due to the impact of developmental measures under- 


taken by the Government and due to outside influence. 


Koli, Malhar 


The 1981 Census enumerated 688 Malhars includig Kolis in Cuttack 
district of which 19°19 per cent were literate. They have a language of 
their own. Very few caste people understand their language. They mostly 
live in jungles and hilltops. Their houses are scattered, the villages have 
no dormitory but have a common house called Kothaghara. The Malhars 
are nomadic and shift their settlements from one place to another. 
They collect honey, bee-wax, fruits, wild-roots and sell those 
Commodities in weekly markets. They rarely practise cultivation. Some 
of them have accepted wage earning as a subsidiary occupation. 
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The Malhars are poorly dressed. The common dress of a male is 
a dhoti which at times is so short that it hardly covers the knee. The 
dress of a woman is a sari with no undergarments. They use ornaments 
mostly of silver and immitations. They drink toddy. On festive 
occasions the Malhars indulge in excessive drinking. They are short 
statured, dark brown in complexion and possess gocd health. 
Marriage by arrangement is not common. Divorce is allowed in 
their society. They do not prefer to have marital alliance with other 
communities. During the birth pollution no outsider takes focd or water 
from that family. They practise both burial and cremation. Mouring 
period continues for ten days. They worship Mangala ard Grama 
Devati. They also observe Hindu fairs and festivals. 


Lodha 


Originally Lodhas had their ebcde in the Central provinces. In 
course of time they penetrated to other places. Their places of concentra- 
tion in Orissa are Mayurbhanj, Baleshwar and Cuttack. Out of 5,100 
Lodhas (Lodha, Nocha, Nodh) in Orissa, 1,140 were found in Cuttack 
district according to the Census of 1981. They live mostly in Athagarh 
subdivision of the district. They claim to be a branch of Jara-Sabara 
and are considered a most notorious criminal tribe. Formerly they were 
collectors of cocoons, lac, resims, honey and wax, ete. from the forests 
which occupation they have since abandoned. Gradually they are becoming 
settled agriculturists in the lands available by deforestation of their 
habitats . They address themselves by the honorific title of ‘Thakur’. 


Their religion is a conglomeration of beliefs in deities belonging to 
tribal as well as local Hindus like Baram (God of forest), Chandi and 
Laxmi (Gcddess of wealth). They observe festivals like Muchuripuja, 
Sarpuja and Laxmipuja. The Lodhas have their own village council 
where Mukhia or the headman occupies important position. 


Matya 


The Matyas derive their name from their association with Soil (Mati 
in Oriya). They are expert in earth work and migrate to different places 
in the State for this work. Besides, most of them are cultivators. They 
produce paddy, pulses and vegetables. Fishing is resorted to at times. 
Their female folk prepare mat from date-palm leaf. 


The Matyas are numerically a small tribe sparingly distributed in 10 
out of the 13 districts of the State. According to 1981 Census, their popu- 
lation in the State was 12,122 of which only 1,611 were found in Cuttack 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


PEOPLE 181 


district. They live in small thatched houses in plain areas of the distict 
and use the same for sleeping, store and kitchen. To enhance the beauty 
of the house they apply colour earth on the walls and floors. A few 


household appliances are found in their houses. These are made of earth 
and aluminium. 


The Baumtas and Matyas consider themselves as two sections of 
one trib2, namsly Gond. The internal structure of the two tribes 
is identical They are totemistic clans. Different clans use different 
Surnam?2s. The members of one clan consider themselves as brothers 
and sisters and hence marriage is prohibited among them. There is 
no dowry system among them. A marriage is fixed up usually through 
negotiation and other forms of marriage are rather rare. The headman 
of the village officiates in the marriage ceremony which is performed in 
a Vedi (altar) in the bride’s house. Inter-caste marriage is not allowed. 
Polygamy is admissible but not polyandry. Widow marriage and marriage 
after divorce is allowed. Pollution connected with child birth ends 
in two phases. One on12th day, and the other on 2Ist day when 
the name giving ceremony is performed and a feast is given to friends 
and relatives. 


The Matyas speak Oriya. They use their own dialect in their homes. 
The percentage of literacy was confined to 17°00 per cent in 1981. 


Munda 


The number of Mundas in the district was 26,705 in 1981. 
This is only 7°87 per cent of the total Munda population of the State. 
They dwell mainly in Athagarh Tahasil of the district. 
The Mundas are’ divided into a number of exogt:mous clans. The 
clans are totemistic and derive their names from some natural objects, 
especially an animal or tree. The members of the clan do not eat the 
totemic objects. They believe that all the members of a clan have descended 
from a common ancestor. 


In olden times a Munda youth was not considered old enough to 
marry till he could fashion a plough with his own hands and a Munda 


maiden till she could weave a palm leaf mat and spin cotton and in those 
days the young men were left free to select their brides. Nowadays the 
marriage is generally arranged bythe parents, though the consent of the 
boy is frequently sought for and obtained. The bride-price system is 
prevalent. Divorce is allowed. The village panchayat decides divorce 
cases. 
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Their priest is called Puhan. He performs the socio-religious func- 
tions of the village. He also worships to propitiate the local spirits to 
save the village from ravages of wild animals and for good harvests. As 
headman of the village panchayat he also settles disputes. 


The dress of the Mundas is simple and scanty. Shoes and slippers 
are seldom worn and the head is usually uncovered. Inthe rains they wear 
circular rain-hats made of leaves of a creeper found in the jungle. Both 
young men and women are very fond of personal decoration. Munda 
girls greatly appreciate jewellery and deck themselves with earrings, neck- 


iets, bracelets and anklets of brass or silver. The Munda women like 
tattoo marks on forehead arms and hands. The best qualities of 
a Munda are his keen sense of self-respect, his love of truth and honesty 
and his courage, his worst qualities are his inordinate love of drink and 
his improvidence. He is impetuous and sensitive, but rep.nts a rash 


action committed on the spur of a moment. 


Agriculture and farm labour are the principal occupations of the 
Mundas. The male and female Mundas also collect Sal leaves and tooth 
picks from the forests and sell generally in local and Cuttack market, 
The 1981 Census shows that only 17 per cent were literates. 


Santal 

The total population of Santal tn Orissa according to 1981 Census 
was 5,30,776 out of which only 9,746 persons lived in Cuttack district. 
They speak Santali language. Their main habitat in the State is 
Mayurbhanj and Kendujhar districts.) The Santals are divided into 12 
patrilineal exogamous sibs, namely, Hasdak, Murmu, Kisku, Hembrem, 
Merndi, Soren, Tudu, Baske, Besra, Bauria, Cerel, Bedee. According 
to their folk lore, the first 7 sibs have descended from the seven sons 
of pilchu Haram and pilchu Budhi, the progenitors of the Santal. The 
last 5 are of later additions. Every sib is divided into sub-sibs called 
Khut. The Khut functions primarily in the worships of family 


Bongas or deities. 


The working dress of the male Santal consists of a small dhoti and 
women dress with saree. Hansli a kind of necklace is a favourite 
ornament for the women. Earrings of silver, anklets, bangles of 
various types are also used by women. Both males and females adorn 


themselves with flowers and feathers. 
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Their weapons include bows, arrows, spears and axe. The 
Tamak (a hallow cylinder model), buffalo horn trumpet, flute and 
string musical instruments constitute their musical instruments. 


Santals call marriage as bapla. There are 7 forms of marriage such 
as (1) Kiran bahu bapla (commonly accepted form of marriage), 
(2) Tunki dipil bapla (no payment is made), (3) Sanga bapla (widow, 
widower or divorced woman marriage), (4) Ghariwain bapla (where the 
boy stays in bride’s house), (5) Kiran Jwain bapla (where a husband is 
acquired for an unmarried girl made pregnant by a man who cannot 
and does not marry her), (6) it ut bapla (marriage by force) and 
(7) marriage by intrusion. 


_ The Santals belicve in supernatural beings and worship Sin-Bonga 
(Sun-god). They observe Janam chatar when the newly born child ts 
givicn a name. In many respects they follow their Hindu neighbours. 


Savar and Sahara 


In 1981, the Saoras, Savar, Saura, Saharas numbered 22,019 in 
Cuttack district. They are found chiefly in the Tahasils of Athagarh, 
Tigiria and Badamba. The Savars are divided into two groups, the Savar 
and the Sahara, the latter are more commonly called Sahara, another variant 
being Saura. In some areas it is impossible to distinguish the two, those 


who have come into contact with Hindus and have edcpted Hindu custcems 
being called Saharas and those who have not yet reached that stage Savars. 
They admit a common origin and say that their forefathers were clothed 
only in leaves, didnot knew the use of salt or oil and lived on Jungle products 
and the spoils of the chase. Otherwise, they have no connection, and inter- 
marriage is impossible. The Savars are still a tribe of nomadic hunters. 
They worship the bow end have one peculiarity in itsuse. They draw 
the string with the forefinger and middle finger, and never use the thumb. 
Another peculiarity is that in some parts, such as Badamba, where 
they have become Hinduized, the Savars wear the sacred thread and their 


touch does not cause pollution like that of the Saharas. 


The Saharas are mostly day labourers or petty cultivators and arc 
despised by the woodland Savars, because they do earth-work and are 
farm labourers. They are a servile class ranking very low in the 
social scale, They are generally found in multi-caste villages, but there 
are also villages whose entire population belongs to this trite. The 
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Sahara houses are very small and ill-ventilated. In some villages there 
are common houses called Bhagabat Ghar which is a place of worship 
and social gathering. The most important festival among the Saharas 
or Savarsis Raja and Gamah Purnima. Both of these are Hindu 
festivals. During the latter festival they perform Jhangar dance. Men 
and women dance together but due to Hindu influence the participation of 
women is gradually decreasing. 


Their chief object of worship is the Grama Devati. The Savars 
are also intimately connected with the worship of Jagannath. The 
original image of this deity, according to mythology, was discovered in 
the land ofthe Savars, where its priest was a Savar fowler named Basu 
or Viswa Basu. Among them literacy was confined to 10°55 per cent 
in 1981. 


Shabar 


The Shabars are found mostly in Sukinda Tahasil. The number of 
persons belonging to this community in the district was 47,473 in 1981] 
which was 14°42 per cent of the State Shabar population in 1981. 
Still it is animportant tribe for the district. They areeducationlly back- 
ward as literacy is confined to 5°43 per cent only. Most of them earn 
their livelihood by cultivation and as agricultural labourers. 
They also subsist largely on jungle products. They worship the Hindu 
deities. 


CUSTOMS AND PRACTICES 


The orthodox customs and practices are changing due to spread of 
education. Consequently, the external pattern of life of all communities 
is becoming uniform day by day. Still the traditional Hindu, Christian 
and Muslim customs relating to birth, marriage and death are in vogue. 
Each community has its own way of life distinguished by varying 
manners and customs some of which have been described earlier in this 
chapter. 


Among the Hindus, there is a prescribed ceremony for every occasion 
ina man’s life from birth to death likethe namakaran (naming the child), 
anaprasana (first feeding ceremony), upanayana (sacred thread ceremony), 
vivaha (marriage ceremony), gruha pravesha (entry to new house) 
and antyesthikriya (death ceremony). The people observe the ceremonies 
according to their pecuniary conditions, Satyanarayan Puja on the 
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birthday and Ekoisa are common to all communities. Some castes 
cremate their dead while others bury them. But all the Hindus place 
the head of the dead towards the east. Mukhagni (lightening of the 
funeral pyre) iscommon. It is genzrally performed by the cldest son 
of the deceased or the nearest male member of the dead inthe family. 
Certain restrictions are Maintained by the members of the kutumba or bhaya 
with regard tofood. Oijl, ghee and non-vegetarian dict are not taken 
during the pollution period of ten days. Generally Swudhikriya (death 
pollution) ends onthe eleventh day. The Hindus perform Sradha (death 
anniversary) for their dead every year. These ceremonies are 
common to allthe Hindu communities. 


The Christians celebrate baptism and solemnise marriage in the 
church. They also take their dead to the church for the funeral rites 
before burial in the cemetery. The converted Christians of the district 
observe some of the customs and practices inherited from their Hindu 
ancestry. 


The Muslims perform azan (sacred verses of God) after the birth 
of a child. They also observe agiga (ceremony in which hc-goat is 
sacrificed), bismillah (beginning of educational career) and khatan 
(circumcision of male children) ceremony before seven years. Mehr, 
nikah and khutba are important stages of marriage in their society. After 
death they carry the dead to the graveyard where a funeral rite called 
Namaj-o-Janaza is conducted. Then the deadbody is buried with its 
head placed towards the north and the face turned to the west in the 
direction of Mecca. 


Inter-caste relation 


The traditional division of the Hindus into castes, though basically 
still intact, has lost much of its social rigidity due to the impact of western 
education and civilization. The drive of Mahatma Gandhi against the 
social disabilities of the lower castes who were treated as untouchables 
has broken the barriers between the high caste and the low caste whom 
he called Harijans, Untouchability is punishable under the law. People 
of various castes do not hesitate in recent times to dine in common 
restaurants, enjoy film in cinema houses, offer prayer in temples, though 
in some. places Harijans are still not allowed entry into the temples. 
They also travel together in public conveyances. On festive occasions 
and in social functions free mixing and dinning is seen which some years 
4g0 could not be conceived. The change of traditional occupation, 
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spread of education and appointment of persons belonging to the Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes in public and private sectors have shrunken 
the traditional differences between various castes. Inter-caste marriage, 
though rare, are now tolerated. Under these circumstances the 
traditional structure of the Hindu society based on caste is undergoing 


a rapid change. 


The tribal people have preserved their individual identity based on 
clans and dialects, but they have cordial relationship and reciprocity 
among themselves. Sometimes marriage between members of two 
different tribes, though not socially approved, are tolerated. 


Property and Inheritance 


Inheritance in Hindu and Mohammedan families is governed 
according to the Hindu and the Mohammedan Law respectively. There 
is no codified law for the tribals and they are generally guided by the 
Hindu Law of inheritance. Inheritance among Christians is governed 


by the Indian Succession Act, 1925, 


Joint Family 
The Joint Family system as defined in the Hindu Law is gradualty 


disappearing in the district due to the changes in land legislation, Jaw of 
inheritance and the socio-economic conditions of the people. 


The transfer of property through individual Will sometimes affects 
the old joint family system because after probate of Will the beneficiary 
uncer the Will sets property and the others are debarred. The Himes 
of \Vills registered in the district from 1971 to 1990 is 2,079. Details 
are given in Appendix IV. | 


Marriage and Morals 


Monogamy is common among allthe communities except Muslims 
who follow polygamy. 


In Hindu society though outlook of the people has changed suhs- 
tantially, the practice of horoscope matching, consideration of gotra 
and the ceremony of nirbandha are still observed as in the past in most 
families. The custom of forced weeping aloud immediately before 
the marriage by singing in plaintive tones for which the young girls had 
been carefully trained beforehand by their mother/grand mothers) 
other close female relatives has more or less vanished from the rural 
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scene. The practice of child marriage has disappeared and the age of 
marriage has also increased in all castes. But still a few cases of child 
marriages in the remote rural areas of the district occur inspite of the 
prohibition of such marriages under the Child Marriage Restraint Act. 
Registration of marriages is hardly resorted to by any of the communities. 
Only 964 registry marriages have been solemnised under the Special 
Marriage Act, 1954 in the district from 1971 to 1990. Generally boys and 
girls who are in love prefer marriage by registration. Marriages like 
inter-caste or intra-caste are now tolerated by parents. To mitigate 
expenses poor people prefer marriage in Biraja, Sarala, Charchika or in 
Chandi Mandira, or in some other temple, 


Though widow marriage is looked down upon by the society, stray 
cases do occur mostly among the educated class and are tolerated. 
Among the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes widow marriage is 
allowed by tradition. Mohammedan Law allows widow marriage but 
in actual practice such Marriages are uncommon. Among the Christians 
also widow marriage 1s not common. 


Dowry system is in vogue among the various castes and tribes. In 
certain communities the ruthlessness of this practice has become a 
nightmare to parents who have marriageable daughters. The demand 
for dowry from employed grooms of upper and even lower middle class 
families is increasing day by day in arranged marriages. Whenever 
any new electrical or other gadget or home appliance is introduced in the 
market, that is immediately added as a new item in the dowry list without 
omiting any of the old items. In addition to the traditional items of 
dowry like gold and silver ornaments, utensils and crockeries, bed and 
furniture, trunks and almirah, clothes and dresses for the bride, bride- 
groom and allthe family members of the groom, the hapless father has 
to arrange costly items like refrigerator, wash-machine, television (pre- 
ferably colour television with or without V. C. R./V. C. P.) and not 
infrequently a scooter or a motor cycle, besides hard cash euphemistically 
called ‘‘Rasta Kharcha” as mutually agreed upon under duress. The 
expenditure on marriage feast, both for the bride’s family/relatives/net- 
ghbours/acquaintances/friends and for the grooms party is also becoming 
prohibitive day by day, as menu must contain sufficient non-vegetarian 
items. Land and/or other assets are frequently sold or mortgaged to, 
perform the marriage of a daughter in a middle class family. But 
instances of love marriage are not very rare in which case the dowry is 
reduced to the minimum if the parents ultimately agree or nil if the 
marriage is consummated by exchange of garlands before a God or 
Goddess or is registered in Registrar’s Office. To eradicate the evils of 
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dowry system the Government has passed the Dowry Prohibition Act, 
1961 and the Dowry Prohibition (Orissa Amendment) Act, 1975 which 
are not effective in practice, asthe machinery for enforcing provisions 
of the Actis practically non existent. Statistics relating to dowry cases 
on homicide, sucide and torture cases from 1988 to 1990 are given in 
Appendix Y. | 


Divorce 


Divorce was unknown to Hindu Marital Code as marriage was con- 
sidered a religiols sacram2znt. However, among some castes divorce 
is permissible by custom. The general cause of divorce is frequent ill 
treatm2nt and cruelty shown by male. Also wilful desertion by the 
female spouse leads to divorce. Besides, there are other factors such as 


insanity, adultery, torturous behaviour of the in-laws, etc. which lead 
to divorce. 


Divorce is permitted among the Muslims and Christians. The Special 
Marriage Act of 1954 and the Hindu Marriage Act of 1955 allow divorce 
but the tradition-bound people are usually averse to it. The number of 


divorces recorded in the district from 1971 to 1982 was 35. 


The place of women in the society and their economic dependence 


In the past women were able rulers and brave fighters. The status 
of women declined after the Muslim invasions wh2n Purdah or seclusion 
came into vogue as a measure of safety and protection. The practice 
continued thereafter among different castes asa mark of social 
prestige, But things have changed with the spread of education. 
Tattoo marks, heavy ornaments on hand and Purdah are disappearing 

from the society. 


Fortheir advancement and social security, Government are taking 
several steps, legal and administrative. As a result, women have 
developed interest in business and service. They are also taking active 
part in various social and political activities. Recently Governmant 
have made statutory provision for reservation of 30 per cent of seats 
for women in all local bodies (Municipal Councils, Panchayat Samitis 
and Grama Panchayats) to enable them to actively participate in public 
affairs. Women are now competing with men and coming out with 
flying colours too in almost each and every sphere of work, but dis- 
Crimination between the sexes is still very much a part of the social] scene, 
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Except inupper castes, women generally, in addition to their domestic 
work, also help the male members in agricultural operations. They also 
earn independently by working as labourers. Rope making, basketry, 
pottery, laundry work, cloth weaving, sal leaf stitching, tooth stick and 
firewood selling etc. provide employment to some women. In the urban 
areas, stress and strain of modern life have forced the educated women to 
seek employment in various kinds of jobs. There are others who out of 
their individual conviction seek employment. Many of them are now 
serving as tailors, clerks, typists, school teachers and_ telephone 
operators, etc. Learned professions like teaching, legal, medical and 
engineering have also attracted some women. Regarding percentage 
of female workers and non-workers, 1981 Census has recorded the 
following figures: 


ae 





Rural/ Total Female Percentage Female non- Percentage 
Urban Female workers of Female workers of Female 
population population workersto population non-wcrkers 
total female to total 
population female 
population 
Q) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Rural.. 2,072,163 + =125,890 6°07 1,946,273 93°24 
Urban.. 209,947 12,404 501 197,543 94°09 
Tota]... 2,282,110 138,294 6°06 2,143,816 93°94 


a 





Prostitution, Drinking and Gambling 


Prostitution and trafficking in women is rare in the district. The 
abolition of prostitution has made those offenders go underground. 
There is also no organised brothels. Instances of clandestine activities 
are sometimes reported particularly from some hotels of Cuttack town. 


Besides sale centres of country-made liquor by the Excise Izraders, 
unauthorised persons are also selling liquor at different places. The 
unemployed educated youths have started drinking country liquor in 


rural areas which was never heard of in the past. 
Rr ee” 


*. District Census Handbook, Cuttack, 1981, Part XJIJ-B pp. 26-27. 
N.B. Workers include Main Workers and Marginal Workers. 
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There is no particular place of gambling den. Information regarding 
gambling are being collected and raids conducted to stop such nefarious 
ctivites. In spite of this, more than hundred deaths occurred recently in 
May, 1992 in Cuttack town by taking spurious liquor from unauthorised 
vendors for which the Government had instituted administrative enquiry. 
But under order of the High Court of Orissa and due to public pressure, 
the Government have instituted a judicial enquiry to fix responsibility 
for this ghastly tragedy which is currently in  pfogres. 
Generally the rickshaw pullers of Cuttack town most of whom are immi- 
grants from the border district of Andbra Pradesh are addicted to 
liquor. 


Home Life 
Types of dwelling 


{n rural areas houses with mud walls and thatched roofs are common. 
Number of houses with brick and stone walls are few. Roofs in general 
are of gabled type. Atu houses are also seen in rural areas. These are strong, 
durable and require more investment. Only affluent persons of the locality 
construct this type of houses. The layout of most of the villages shows 
that the houses are of row-type with common danda (road) in between. A 
Choupadhi (community hall) or temple is seen usually at one end of the 
village. Owing to row-type of houses and inflammable roof, fires are 
common during dry season when the whole village is gutted demanding 
immediate relief operation. The danda in most of the villages is utilised 
for khani (under-ground storage for storing paddy). In each house two 
or three rooms are generally found. These are small and badly ventilated. 
The verandah outside is used as a place for the visitors and friends and 
in the summer forms a2 convenient place to sleep with the simple provision 
of a mat and a pillow. Inthe sea shore, houses with low roofs are seen. 
Such types of houses are constructed to resist cyclones which are not 
infrojisat ints district Timb2: and bamboo are used for framework 
of the roof. Straw is used for thatching. Floors are plastered with mud 
and cowdung. Each house is provided with wooden doors and windows. 
In some houses windows are absent or small openings are left in the 
walls which serve as ventilators. A few houses are seen 
with roofs made of tiles, tin or asbestos. There are also 
pucca buildings. But the proportion is more in urban areas than 
in rural areas. Generally persons having better financial condi- 
tions construct pucca houses. The better houses are built on a high 
plinth with durable materials like iron rod, brick, stone and cement 
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People now prefer concrete roofs as these are not only fire proof but 
also long lasting. Most of these are doublo or triple storeyed. Alniost all 
houses in the urban areas are now provided with Barpali or septic latrine. 
There are also opentype of latrines where faeces are visible at the time of 
easing until they are lifted by the sweepers the next day. Recently this 
position has improved as the Government have given subsidy for conver- 
sion of such type of latrines to septic latrines. [t ts learnt from the figures 
released by the Census of 1981 that 47°61 per cert of the house- 
holds have toilet facilities in urban areas (for details sce Appendix V1). 
There are also 12 Sulabha Sauchalayas in Cuttack Town. These are 
maintained by the Cuttack Municipality and provide toilet facilities 
to the public. Inthe tribal areas of Cuttack low roofed houses are 
found in the midst or at the outskirts of forests. The tribals obtain 
all the materials needed for their houses from the adjoming forests. 
The roof is of thatch and the walls are of wattle covered with mud. 
Many houses are surrounded by a neat bamboo watt! fence. Regarding 
materials of roof, wall and floor the figures released by the Census 
of India 1981, are given in Appendix VU. The Appondix cxctudes 
institutional and houseless hcuseh: Ids. Moreover, the dita are baSed on 
20 per cent, sample figures. 


Owing to steep increase in cost of timber and other building 
materials, the poor people are finding it difficult to construct houses. 
Government are constructing low cost houses for the poorest of the 
poor belonging tothe Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and others. 
Keeping this in view “Indira Awas Yojana’ has been formulated by 
the Government of India under the 20-Point Programme. According 
to this programme, 1,932 houses have been provided to the Scheduled 
Tribes, Scheduled Castes and others in the district from 1985 to 1990. 
For year-wise distribution see Appendix VIII. 


Furniture, utensils and decorations 


People use furniture for convenience and comfort. They possess 
furniture according to their need, taste, status and capacity. In higher 
income group families, sofa sets in drawing room, dining table and 
chairs in dining room, bed-steads, almirah, tables, chairs. dressing 
table and carpets are generally seen particularly in urban areas. They 
also Possess motor cars, scooters, televisions, radio, refrigerators, wall 
Clocks, fans, telephone, grinders, pressure cooker, water filter, washing 
machine and iron as status symbols and for their necessity and 
comfort. People belonging to the middle and lower income groups 
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manage with wooden chair, table bench, stool or cot of ordinary 
type and charpoys. Since the successive Five-year Plans have been 
agriculture and rural oriented, a lot of money has percolated to rural 
areas and so quite a number of people possess scooter, cycle,radio 
and even TT. V. sets. Most of the families in tribal areas possess 
very little furniture. Invariably mats of date palm leaves are 
used bythe people for sitting and sleeping. 


Varieties of utility household articles and utensils are seen in 
every house ofthe district. Bamboo baskets of different shapes and 
sizes are used for storing food grains and vegetables. The winnowing 


fan (kula) is found in every house of the district. Chaki and Sila 
are also seen in many houses. To save time and moneyand keep 
pace with modern time, most ofthe people in urban areas are using 
grinder and mixer. Dhenki, the instrument for preparing hand 
pounding rice has almost disappeared owing to setting up of a large 
number of hullers in maffasil areas particularly after rural electrifica- 
tion. Where electrification is not available, hullers work on diesel 
power. Kerosene tin lamp called Dibi and lantern are still used for 
light in rural areas where electrification has not been done or where 
it cannot be afforded. In the interior, the people depend mainly on 
wood for light and heat. Rural electrification has made considerable 
progress in the district of Cuttack for as many as 5,723 villages are 
said tohave been electrified by the O.S.E.B. by the end of March 
1991. Further the O.S.E.B. has reported to have electrified 945 Scheduled 
Caste Bastis inthe district in 1991 (obviously the hamlets or Bastis 
have been treated as separate villages for the purpose of rural electri- 
fication). Where electrification has been done people also use electric 


heaters for cooking purposes. 


So far as decoration is concerned, some Hindus use alpana or chita in 
front oftheir houses. The walls of the Kutcha dwelling houses are 
smeared with cowdung and sometimes with coloured earth. Well- 
to-do persons use distemper, plastic emulsion and oil painting to 
decorate their Pucca rooms in urban areas. Besides, houses are also 
‘decorated with door and window screens, table cloths, mirrors and flower 
pots and door mats. Some of the house walls are also decorated with 
Photographs, calendars and paintings bearing pictures of deities, 
‘eminent leaders..of the nation. and film stars. | 
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Dress 


Men generally wear dhoti, Ganji and shirts. Some of them also 
use Lungi and Gamchha. Dhoti worn with Kachha (one end of the 
Cloth passed between the thighs and tucked up at the back) was the 
customary style. The poor males do not generally wear any upper 
garment inrural areas. The peasants usually wrap a piece of Gamchha 
or towel round the head while working inthe field. Nowadays most 
of the people particularly the young ones have adopted European 
dress. These dresses are not only found in the urban areas but also 
have infiltrated into the rural areas. Trousers and shirts, mainly 
hawat shirts are commonly used by those who attend offices and 
educational institutions. Formality in dress is no longer observed in 
Government offices. Peons, clerks and officers use the same kind 
of dress, namely pant, bush shirt and chappal. Gamchha on the 
left shoulder is out of fashion in rural areas but chadar is still 
prevalent. Afew persons belonging to older generations wear dhoti 
and Panjabi. 


Women, irrespective of caste and social condition wear sari. Oriya 
women inurban areas have started using Salwar Penjabi like north 
Indian women, besides sari, Saya, blouse and  brassiers. Some 
modern young women and girls in towns have started wearing a 
night dress called ‘“Nighty” like the westerners. In rural areas 
only sari is no longer used to cover lower as well as the upper 


part of the body. They also use saya and brassiers. Due to impact 
of T. V and cinema and beauty parlours, traditional dresses are fast 
undergoing change. Maniabandha sari and Sambalpuri sari are 
popular. However, literate women prefer polyester, terylene, terycotton, 
sik and voil saris. Coloured and printed saris are preferred to 
white saris. The educated and the women of the higher strata of 
the society generally possess these types of saris. The Muslim ladies 
usually wear burkha whenever they move out of the house. 


Children wear frocks, small shirts and shorts. A smart close-fitting 
outfit of Salwar, Paijama, Kurta and Urhni (a light cover for the 


upper part of the body ) has become the favourite dress of young 
girls, particularly in schools and colleges. Fashions are changing 
day today due tothe impact of modern civilisation. The rate of 
change in fashion during the last decade was much higher than that 
in the previous century prior to eighties. 
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As foot-wear most of the people in the urban areas use shoes 
and slippers. The cheaply available hawai slippers have become 
popular both inthe urban and inthe rural areas. A few old men use 
Kathau (wooden sandals). The poor people in the villages use Jhampi, 
a palm leaf covering for the head for protection from sun and rain. 
A plam leaf covering for the head and body during rains known as 
Pakhia isalso in common use inthe villages among the field labourers 
and the poor people. But nowadays there! is a growing tendency for 
the use of cotton and terylene cloth umbrellas. The Muslims 
have as headwear fez cap or fur capor a skull cap. 


Ornaments 

Regardless of caste or community, all women are fond of 
ornaments. Hindus, Muslims and Christians wear varieties of orna- 
ments. Most of those are made of gold, silver, aluminium, brass, 
coloured glass beads and rolled golds. The design, size and weight 
ofthe ornaments have undergone changes from time to time according 
to the prevailing fashion which differs from one community to another. 
The ornaments used in the past were generally simple in style and heavy. 
But those in use at present are much lighter, refined and sophisticated in 
designs. However, the principal ornaments used by the women in the 
district are Chaurimundi, Mathamani, Sinthi, Mundafula, Malikadhi for 
head; Mala, Chapasari, Hara, chain, Gopa for neck; Noli, Phasia, 
Pendifula, earring, Jhara, top for ear; Notha, Guna, Dandi, Basuni, 
Nolak, Nakafula for nose; armlet, Baju, Taita Bida, Tadafor arms; Kacha, 
Khadu, Chudi, Kankana, Bahuti, Batafala, Ruli, Bala for wrist; Bichha, 
Antasuta and Chandrahara for waist; Paunji, Pahuda for anklet; Goda 
mudi, Jhuntia, Chingsudi chopa fort toes. Ornaments onthe toes are the 
symbol of married life and are removed only in the event of widowhood. 
Bangles are used by Hindu, Muslim and Christian women, but 
fora Hindu female wearing a bangle isa sign of wifehood which she 
has to romove onthe death of her husband. In the past, certain 
ornaments were commonly used both by the males and females, 
These included Gopa round the neck, Noli on the ears, Khadu for 
the wrist, ‘silver Bichha on waist and Mudi on one or more fingers, 
In recent years men have ceased using all these ornaments 
except the Mudi (ring). 
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In tribal areas women wear avery limited number of ornaments. 
These are mostly imitations or of brass metal. Women in rural 
areas generally wear Suki, Adhuli and Tanka Hara round 
the neck, Khadu and Ruli on the wrists and Pahuda on 
the ankle. Instead of earrings and ear-tops women in rural areas 


wear Noli or Pendifula on ears. The nose ornaments known as 
Notha, Guna, Basuni, Dandi and Nulak are not in use. They also 
use heavy silver rings called Godamudi oor Jhuntia on_ toes. 
Women in urban areas generally avoid heavy ornaments in pre- 
ference to light and elegant ones. They adorn their ear with 
attractive earrings or precious stones set in gold. Round their neck 
they wear agold necklace or chain with a locket attached to it. Gold 
tings of different designs, often set with precious or imitation stones 
are used. In recent times, the extent of the use of gold and silver 
ornaments has been affected by the soaring prices of these metals. 
But in marriages of middle class and rich families use of gold 
ornaments is very much in use and is often demanded as an item 
of dowry. 


Personal decoration 


The married Hindu women put Sindura Topa (vermillion mark) 
on the forehead as a sign of wifehood. Widows are not allowed to do so. 
Regardless of caste or community, girls now use bindi to enhance the 
beauty of their face. Only on special occasions ladies apply collyrium 
to their eyes and Alta (red dye) on the contour of the foot. Occasionally 
tural women smudge their bodies with turmeric powder or paste 
to enhance their beauty and to keep the body cool in summer. 


The men usually prefer short hair. They use combs made of 
horn or plastic. The adults generally shave themselves by using razors 
as barbers have discontinued their services in the rural areas and 
self shave is economical. For hair trimming they take the help of saloon. 
Many use dye in the hair to look young. The women also comb their 
hair daily but they tie their long hair behind to form large knots. 
Some women coil the plaited hair and fix hairpins. They also visit beauty 
parlour and health care centres to enhancetheir beauty. Some educated 
girls and women have started trimming their hair short in the style of 


Cinema stars and western fashion. 
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Modern cosmetics have penetrated each and every household. In 
remote tribal areas the tribals are using cosmetics like snow, powder, 
cream, soap, Alta, nail lustre and scented oil occasionally. Generally 
oil from Kusum and Mahua seed is rubbed on the body and head before 
bath. Instead of wooden comb most of the tribals are‘using plastic combs. 
Both sexes in Santal society are fond of adorning themselves with 
flowers and feathers. Tatto> marks were popular inthe past but 
it has become obsolete nowadays. 


Food and drink 


The people in general live on rice and Rabi crops. Rice, dal and 
vegetables are the main food for the middle class and higher middle class 
people. Rice and curry in ordinary form is taken by lower middle class 
people. Rice is also taken soaked in cold water. It is called Pakhal 
which is taken with Sukhua (dry fish) and/or Badi(a special prepara- 
tion of Biri and Kakharu after it is sun-dried in winter). 
Fish curry istaken with rice more often than vegetable curry and 
dal by the people residing near the seashore and bank of the river. 
Some people take Kanji. It is supported with Sukhua. Poor 
people prefer this as it is cheap, tasty and provides protein. Besides 
dry fish, sea fish and sweet-water fish are popular especially among the 
working class in urban and rural areas. Mango, lemon and 
tamarind pickles are popular among all classes of people. Sometimes 
Dhania or Podna chatani is added as an item for taste. To relish 
principal meal people also take brinjal, potato or Badi varta (mash). 
Well-to-do families like various savoury preparation of meat, fish, 
lobster, chicken broiler, crab and egg. They also consume sweets, 
curd and payas. The consumption of milk and milk products ts less in 
the district. Poor people use milk and fruits only when they are sick, 


Besides rice and wheat, a few people take ragi, jower, bajra and 
maize. In between principal meals people usually eat chuda (flattened rice}, 
murhi (puffed rice) and khai (pop rice) as breakfast The favourite 
snacks of the masses in urban areas are dosa, idli, bara, paratha, 
singada, nimiki, pakodi, upama, halua, alu or vegetable chops and Sometimes 
bread. butter, omelette and porridgee etc. Use of chakuli prepared out of 
green gram and rice flour is not uncommon. 


The staple food of the people in tribal areas is rice andragi. They 
also eat roots and tubers collected fromthe forest. They occasionally 
consume the flesh of animals killedinthe chase. Salap liquor isa very 
favourite drink among the tribals, besides mahua liquor and handia, 
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The common cooking media is mustard oil, Refined, groundnut 
and palmolin oil are also used. Health ccnscious people use fatless 
refined oil. In tribal areas people use Mahua, til and rasi oil. Only 
on festive occasions people use ghee. Spices are used rarely by the 
poor people. 


Tea and coffee drinking iscommon. Smooking is not uncommon. 
Generally people smoke cigarette and bidi. Telugu people usually smoke 
along cheroot called pikae All the communities irrespective of caste 
and creed chew pan. Some people arealso addicted to opium, ganja, 


and bhanga. Use of heroin and brown sugar is reported to be spreading 
nowadays among the youths in urban areas. 


Firewood from forests is used as the principal fuel. Dried leaves 
are collected and stored specially forj boiling paddy. Cowdung is 
also made into balls or flattened and dried in the sun to be 
used as fuel. In addition to kerosen stoves, electric heaters and cooking 
gas, bio-gas(Gobar gas) has been encouraged with subsidy from Orissa 
Renewable Energy Development Agency (OREDA). It is learnt from 
OREDA, Cuttack that 4,781 bio-gas plants have been installed in the 
district from Ist April, 1985 to 31st March, 1990. To save fuel for cooking, 
OREDA has also introduced improved varieties of chulas like Sun chula. 


Like food, drinking-water is also essential. People of the district 
collect it from well, tap, hand pump/tube-well, river/canal, tank and 
other sources. According to 1981 Census 71.62 per cent of the households 
depend on well water. AppendixIX gives the details. The 
appendix excludes institutional and houseless households. Moreover, 
the data are based on 20 per cent sample figures. Apart from 
drinking-water aerated water is also used widely in urban areas. 


COMMUNAL LIFE 


Communal life of an area is always associated with its culture. The 
district of Cuttack is well-known for its rich culture that includes folk 
dance, music, theatre, sports and games, art and crafts. The evolution and 
manifestation of some of these aspects of culture find mention in Chapter 
XV (Education and Culture). But this portion of the Chapter III (People) 


deals with dance, music, fairs and festivals in some other aspects of 
Communal life, 
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Communal dance 


Folk dances were generally patronised by the rulers, Zamindars as 
well as by the affluent sections of the society. Even today most of the 
villages in the district have Akhadas or Akhada Ghars which maintain 
the musical instruments and equipments and serve as the place of 
rehearsal organised by the locally recruited Gurus (teachers). The Gurus 
often move from place to place to train the persons for the performances. 
Efficient Gurus are felicitated usually with dkhoti and chadar. Some otf 
the dances of the district are mentioned in the following paragraphs. 


Baunsa N&acha 


Baunsa Nacha is a dance of acrobatism. It is performed by a 
woman who climbs the pole of a bamboo and moves round the pole tuo 
the accompaniment of songs and beating of drums. It requires a good 
deal of practice. It is a common scene in fairs. 


Gauda Nacha 


The Gauda Nacha or Laudi Khela is performed by the Gauda or 
Gopal (cow-herd) caste people of the district. During the Dola festival 
they perform this dance. Young Gopal boys dance on the occasion 
striking each other’s sticks in a rhythmical manner. They also wear 
ghagudi or small bells as girdles which produce a musical effect. Blowing 
of Singha (buffalo’s horn ) and playing on flute usually accompany 
the dance. While dancing, they sing songs relating toLord Krishna and 

His consort Radha with the movement of a bunch of peacock 
feathers. 


Ghantapatua Nacha 


Ghantapatua is a class of devotees, especially of Goddess Sarala 
(Jhankada of Cuttack district) and Mangala (Kakatapur of Puri district), 
who dance usually in the month of Chaitra (April-May). They put on 
colourful garments,the dominating colour being red and black. While 
dancing they carry on their heads water jars that represent these 
goddesses. The dance is accompanied by the beating of brass bell which 
is known as Ghanta. The participants are male devotees. 
They do not sing songs. At the end of the dance they collect food 
grains and cash for the deity. 
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Ghoda Nacha 


This is a colourful dance which is performed especially by the 
fishermen community during the fullmoon day of the month of Chaitra 
(March-April). It is also performed on other occasions. It is said that 
Lord Rama rewarded the ferryman who ferried Him across the river Saraju 
with a horse. Since that time they worship the horse. This dance is 
usually performed by three characters, the horseman, the Raut and the 
Routani. An image of horse except the head is built up with bamboo 
strips and is decorated with coloured cloth pieces. The painted head is 
fixed thereafter. The horse dancer enters the cock-pit of the horse frame 
and the frame is hung in a manner which gives an illusion of a man riding 
on the horse. The Raut is the main singer-commentator while the Routani 
in the role of his wife plays the role of co-singer and dancer. The dance 
is made lively with improvised dialogues and humorous episodes. 
The tempo of the dance of the Routani and the horse dancer increases 
to the tune of the Dhol and Mohuri. 


Jhamu Nacha 


The dance over a burning charcoal pit is called Jhamu 
Nacha. The dancer in coloured costume enters into the fire-pit with 
rhythmic feat and exalted mood. Usually the dancer fasts in honour 
of his principal deity and performs the dance as a ritual of worship. 
A number of dancers perform the dance one after another. 


Kandhei Nacha 


The Kandhei Nacha or puppet dance ts prevalent in many parts 
of the district and is popular among the children. The peculiarity of 
this dance is that the dancers are puppets. The puppeter remains in the 
background and narrates mythological stories simultaneously by moving 
the puppets in a fine string. He does it with such skill that the puppets 
appear to be moving and dancing naturally like normal human beings. 
This form of dance is acclaimed even outside the country. 


Kela-Keluni Nacha 
This duel dance is popular in rural and urban areas of the district. 
The participants are a male and a female. They sing and dance. Drums 


and Mohuri generally accompany the dance. The thematic clement is 
interesting and keeps the audience absorbed for hours... 
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Odissi 


The Odissi dance with its characteristic technique and lyrical grace 
has established itself as one of the major dance forms in India. In the 
words of Dr.Charles Fabri, the famous indologist and art critic, Odissi is 
“one of the most perfect classical systems of Indian dane surviving.’’* 
He also observed that “‘Odissi isa more pristine, a more carefully pre- 
served primitive form of natya and is nearer to the ancient Indian classical 
temple dancing as it was known 700 or more years ago.’** In fact, Odisa 
is the traditional dance of Orissa practised for centuries by the Debadasis 
in the temple of Lord Jagannath at Puri. Many of the technical poses and 
attitudes of Odissi are faithfully preserved in the innumerable sculptures 
that adorn the Orissan temples. The poses, steps and movements of 
Odissi dance have been classified and codified. Though essentially a lasya 
dance, it also includes elements of tandava in its technique. Pakhawaj, 
gini anda flute are the usual musical accompaniments of the Odissi 
dance. Sometimes violin is added. In Odissi, different items, viz., 
Mangala Charan, Batu Nrutya, Pallavi, Abhinaya and Mokshyanata 
are observed chronologically. The dancer does not sing. The songs 
sung are mostly the compositions of the medieval Vaishnava poets of 
Orissa depicting the love of Radha and Krishna. This is one of the 
most important items of Odissi in which the performer interpretes the 
song in movements which transcend into a poem-in-action. Abhinaya 
Chandrika, a treatise on Odissi dance, written in the 15th Century A.D. 
carries detailed instructions on the costume, ornaments and make-up 
of the dance. 


Paika Nacha 


The folk dance of the standing army (Paikas) of bygone days in 
tune with wardrums is a common scence in many parts of ex-feudatory 
states of Cuttack. The dance survives in the shape of Badinacha (stick) 
or Khanda Nacha (sword). The paikas who participate in such dances 
hold stick and display several feats of mock fighting. 





* Dr. Mayadhar Mansingh—The Saga of the Land of J agannath, p. 125. 
*® [bid, p. 125. 
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Tribal Dance 


The social cistoms and beliefs of the tribals are distinct. These are 
reflected in their dances. These dances relieve, relax and refresh their 
dull and dreary life. In most of the tribal dances both men and womea 
participate. There are also special varieties performed either by men 
or by women. However, all those are _ performed during 
harvest, marriage and on different festive occasions. Folk dances by 
Bhumij, Ho, Juang, Kandha, Kol, Munda and Santal also need mention. 
These are mostly found in the mountainous jungle tracts of Cuttack 
district bordering Dhenkanal and Kendujhar. Dancing in the moonlit 
nights with their traditional musical instruments attract visitors. 


Folk Music 


Apart from classical dance and folk dances, folk music is also 
important. The Oriya songs are colourful and rich in their rhythmic 
patterns and linguistic accentuations, Modern Oriya songs are full of 
jest and sentiments.The tribal folk music is similarly rich and entertaining. 
Its varieties and rhythms have attracted many experts. The simplicity 
of its style and tuning is the most coveted feature of the tribal folk music. 
It is necessary to codify the rules of the tribal music to determine its 
scientific value and place in the system of Indian music. However, people 
of Cuttack district get pleasure in singing and performing Janana, 
Kirtan, Bhajan, Khanjani-Bhajan, Kendara-Geeta, Dhuduki 
Geeta, Chaiti Ghoda Nacha Geeta, Kumar Punei Geeta, Raja Doli 
Geeta, Halia Geeta, Patua Jatra Geeta, Maipi Kandana and Pala. 
A brief account of these are given below. 


Janana 


Janana is one of the appealing types of devotional songs giving 
expression to extreme pain and suffering and seeking the blessings of 
Gods and Goddesses. It is highly personal with emphasis on thematic 
patterns of composition. It also creates exquisite music even in 
prosaic pieces. 


Bhajan 


Bhajan is a devotional song.It is recited in praise of Gods or 
Goddesses. Each village is echoed with Bhajan in morning and evening. 


Kirtan 


Kirtan is prevalent in Orissa since Shri Chaitanya Dev’s time. The 
usual theme of Kirtan is Radha-Krushna Leela. Kirtan is a part of festival 
and community worship like Sivaratri, Makar Jatra, Chandan Jatra, Dola 
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Jatra, Ratha Jatra, Kartika Purnima, Ashtaprahara (one day), Chabis- 
prahara -(three continuous days), etc. In all Bhagabata Gharas the 
Khola, Jhanjaund Gini are worshipped along with the sacred scriptures. 
The Kirtan party which moves in the streets of villages and towns is 
known as Nagar Kirtan. 
Khanjani Bhajan | 

It is a devotional song named after the accompanying musical 
instrument called Khanjani. It has peculiar tuMes which could be recited 
by every participant joining the Bhajan. Besides common people, 
followers of Mahima Dharma sing Bhima Bhoi Bhajana with Khanjani in 
the evening inthe Alekha Mahima Tungis. | 
Kendara Geeta 

The ministrels (especially Yogi beggars) wander from village to 
village to collect alms singing Kendara Geetas. It 1s named after the 
instrument called Kendara, a one-stringed bowling instrument of 
indigenous type. 
Dhuduki Geeta 

The song named after the percussion instrument Dhuduki is called 
Dhuditki Geeta. In Kela-Keluni dance this instrument is used. The 
wandering mendicants also use it. 
Patua-Jatra 

It is a festival dance song recited before the Goddesses Sarala of 
Jhankada, Charchika of Bankt and Cuttack Chandi of Cuttack. Patuas 
sing episodes from puranas. Khola and Gini are the accompanying 
instruments. | 
Kumar Punei Geeta 


The girls sing songs in Kumar Pune: Purnami and enjoy the 
evening. It has rythms which are suitable to dance and set to music. 
Raja Doli Geeta 

During Raja Parva the children sing songs while swinging in the 
Doli. It is avery popular music without any accompanying ‘instrument. 
Hfalia Geeta 

Tae peasants sing a type of plaintive song while ploughing the field 
or going on the bullock carts. Itis called Halia Geeta from compositions 
of medieval poets. No ‘musical instrument is used in this Geeta. 
Maipi Kandana - 2: 

~The Maipi Kandana (women lament songs) consists of artificial 


weeping aloud. ace companied | by pathetic. Songs sung in plaintive tones 
by girls on the occasion of departure to the _ father-in-law’ ) house, It 
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illustrates the capability of Oriya girls to compose lyrics on the spot and 
sing it with tears and emotions and very often they had been trained for 
this before their marriage. The tune is swinging type. It creates an 
atmosphere of sorrow and calmness. The Kandana Geeta is also 


available in booklet form. It is rarely in practice now except in very 
remote rural areas. 


Pala 


Pala is a popular institution. It helps to propagate ancient Oriya 
literature. Pala is different from Gotipua, Chhau Nacha, Danda Nacha, 
Dasakathia, Moghul Tamsa, Gitinatya, Suang, Opera, etc. and is regarded 
as the best art. The main singer (Gayak) recites and the followers 
(Palias) take up the refrain and repeat the recitations. The narrative 
performance of the Gayak covers the theme from the famous works of 
Upendra Bhanja, Dinakrushna Das, Abhimanyu Samanta Singhar, 
Kavisurya Baladev Rath, Jadumani Mohapatra, Radhanath Ray, 
Gangadhar Meher, Gopalkrushna, etc. The Gayak describes an incident 
of the theme by reciting parallel couplets from the works of many famous 
writers including those from the Sanskrit literature simultaneously. 
The Palawalas have made these gems of literature a treasure of Orissa. 
The Gayak (with Chamar and Gini), the Bayak (Mrudanga player), the 
Dahan Palia (right side supporting singer with Jhanja), the Pachha Palta 
(two rear singers with Jhanja) constitute the group. The music and 
narrations which they use are enchanting and educative. Pala is also 
popular among the Muslims. 


There were 451 Pala Gayaks in Cuttack district in 1990 according to 
Shri Nilachala Nikhila Utkal Pala Gayak Parishad, Cuttack*. It is not 
confined to any specific community. A man having proficiency on the 
line can be a Pala Gayak. He has a wonderful memory and he explains 
complicated meaning of the verses ineasily intelligible language. Among 
the prominent Pala Gayaks of Cuttack district the names of 
Shri Baishnab Charan Pradhan of Kendu Patna; Shri Jagannath 
Behera (Padmakesari) of Katiranga, Ersama; Shri Kulmani Satpathy 
of Sikharpur, Cuttack; Shri Arjuna Das of Kantigadia; Gopalpur via 
Jagatsinghpur; Shri Nishakar Sarangi of Taladanda; Shri Khetrabas! 
Mista of Ranipada, Jajpur Road; Shri paramananda Saran of Nilakan- 
thapur, Dharmsala; Shri Lakshmidhar Rout of Charpada, Indupur; Shri 
Niranjan panda cof Chandol, Kendraparha, Shri Dharmananda Dixit of 
Bedapur, Banki and Shri Ananta Charan Rana of Ratagada, Banki may 
be mentioned. 


es, 


*Kala Kalika (Oriya), 1990, Second Number, Publication of Cuttack District 
Pala Gayak Parishad. 
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FAIRS AND FESTIVALS 


Fairs and festivals are important not only because of the 
religious bias attached to their observance but the happy diversions 
and variety they bring into the monotony of daily routine life. 
These are the occasions of mirthinthe community. Many of the festivals 
usually mean a holiday when all appear in their best. Apart from 
traditional worship of the deities and ancestors, good food, drinking of 
wine (in some tribal sects) singing and dancing are the highlights of almost 
all the festivals. In Hindu society some festivals are observed jointly 
and others individually in the households as prescribed in the Oriya 
almanac. 


Like Hindus other religious communities have their own festivals. 
Members of one community greet their neighbours and friends belonging 
to other communities on such occasions. Some important festivals of 
the district are described below alphabetically. 


Ananta Yrata 


This ritual is observed on the fourteenth lunar day of the bright 
fortnight of Bhadrav (August-September) by married women. The 
presiding deity of this ritual is the Ananta Naga (cobra) or Basuki, the 
king of snakes. Atiny brass statue of a cobra is propitiated in the house- 
holds of each devotee on this day. It is obligatory for the devotees to 
observe complete fasting throughout the ritual day. The ritual is generally 
performed late in the evening either by the devotees themselves or through 
the Brahmin priest. The devotees break their fast on the following morning 
after immersing flowers and such other oblation articles of the ritual in a 
pond or river. Every devotee is supposed to wear a cotton string round 
her arm from this day which symbolises the deity Basuki. The aim of 


this ritual is to pray for good health and long life for the husband and 
children. It is ritually obligatory for a devotee to observe this vow at 
least for seven consecutive years. Then it is given a ritual farewell. 


Ashokastami 


This festival is observed onthe 8th day of bright fortnight in 
the month of Chaitra (March-April) and continues fora period of 
3 days inthe village Sidheswar, 6 km. away from Jajpur town. The 
river Baitarani is passing near the temple of Sidheswar. This is a 
sacred place. Here Asthi Kshepan (immersion ceremony of ashes of 
cremated person) is also observed. 
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Bada Osha 


This Jatra is observed on the 13th and 14th day of bright fortnight 
in the month of Kartika (October-November) at Dhabaleswar temple 
situated in the middle of the river Mahanadi near the village Mancheswar 
under Athagarh police-station. People from distant places assemble 
and pray the Lord Dhabaleswar. A special type of Gaja (in the form 
of Linga and Naga) and Manda are offered to the Lord as Prasad 
on Bada Osha or Pitha Jatra. This is made from powdered rice 
(Chuna), cocoanuts and blackgrams, etc. 


Bali Jatra 


Bali Jatra comes onthe fullmoon day in the month of Kartika 
(October-November). On this day people take holy bath carly in the 
morning and launch lighted toy-boats made of paper or bark of 
plantain trees in tanks or rivers. This is believed to be in comme- 
moration ofthe voyage of the Orissan traders to Bali in Indonesia 
in olden days. The fullmoon day of Kartika was then considered 
auspicious for undertaking voyages to distant lands. On this day a 
big fair isheld inthe Barabati fort area near Gadagadia Ghat on the 
bank of the river Mahanadi. It is estimated that every year about 
one lakh persons congregate at this fair. The people from within the 
city and from surrounding villages come to attend the fair. Due to 
communication facilities people from neighbouring districts like 
Ganjam, Puri, Dhenkanal, Kendujhar and Baleshwar also come to see 
Bali Jatra. Itis also noticed that businessmen from Bihar, Calcutta 
and Madras bring their stalls to this fair every year. Dahibara, 
Aludum, Thunkapuri, Chat and cheese curry are the special 
attractions for the visitors to this Jatra. Boating in_ river 
Mahanadi in moonlight is another attraction. Lord Kartika’s 
idol, killing the demon Tarakasura, is worshipped on the 
pendals during the Purnima. About 100 such medhas come 
In procession with fire works and mahatap (bright light) for 
immersion in the river Mahanadi at Cuttack town. | 


See also Kartika Purnima or Ras Purnima. 
Bata Osha 


This ritual fast is observed by mothers on the second lunar day 
of the dark fortnight of Pousha (December-January) in honour of 
Yama, the presiding deity of death, This is observed with 
aview to obtaining long life forthe children. The devotces kcep fast 
On the ritual day from very early morning till the ritual is over late 
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in the evening. A Brahman priest is engaged to perform the ritual 
at asuitable place of the village road. Atiny symbolic image of the 
God of death is drawn with rice powder onthe clean surface of 
the ground, and a shallow circular pit is dug out near it, in which 
portions of oblation articles and flowers are put. The priest reads out 
the related mythological text that deals with the significance of this 
fast. 


Baruni Snana 


This fair called Baruni Mela is observed for a period of 12 days 
near Baraha temple of Jajpur town. Onthe 13th day of the dark 
fortnight inthe month of Chaitra (March-April), a large number of 
people of both sexes take their holy dip in the river Baitarani. They 
offer Pinda as well as Tila Tarpan in memory of their ancestors. 
If the day happens to be both Saturday and Satavisa Nakshatra, then 
it is called Maha Baruni Joga. At an interval of twelve years, 
Maha Maha Baruni Joga occurs as per predictions given in the 
almanac, when the congregation is the maximum. Besides Jajpur, 
Baruni Jatra is also held at many villages under Patkura, Kendra- 
parha and Tirtol police-stations. 


Bhagabata Mela 


It is observed during the bright fortnight in the month of 
Baisakha (April-May). At Bhagabat Ghara of the village, the Bhagabat 
is worshipped. It is observed with pomp and show in villages under 
Kisannagar, Salepur, Jagatsinghapur and Mahanga. 


Bhatru Dwitiya 


On the second day after Dipawali Amabasya in the month of 
Kartika, the Bengali Community of Cuttack usually observe Bhatru 
Dwitiya. Early inthe morning the sisters apply tika on the forehead 
of their brothers with recitation of slokas from the Purana and wish 
them long and happy life. The elder sisters offer new dress materials to 
their younger brothers and the elder brothers offer new dress materials 


to their younger sisters. Sisters prepare good food and feed their 
brothers. 


Biswakarma Puja 


Biswakarma, the maker of Universe and the present form of 
Lord Jagannath out of sacred ‘Daru’ (Neem tree); is worshipped on 
the Kanya Sankranti day in the month of Bhadrav (August-September). 
On this day people worship their vocational implements and 
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stop work inthe workshop. This worship is no longer confined 
to the artisan castes only. The Puja is also observed in establish- 
ments with great pomp and splendour. All important establishments 
using tools and materials observe it by collecting subscriptions 
from the public of the neighbourhood and by contribution from the 
employees/workers. 


Chandan Jatra 


The Chandan Jatra is observed at many places in the district, 
It starts from Akhaya Trutiya, the third day of the bright fortnight 
in the month of Baisakha (April-May) when the ceremonial first 
broadcasting ofthe paddy seeds inthe field takes place. It lasts for 
21 days but in some places itis celebrated for 3 to 5 days. On this 
occasion the mobile images of Radha and Krushna are takenin a 
Biman (dais) ona procession to a tank or river for boating. For the 
entertainment ofthe people, organisers arrange opera shows at night. 


Chitau Amabasya 


This is observed in the month of Sravana (July-August) The 
cultivators prepare cakes called Chitau and throw it in their paddy 
fields with a belief that a good harvest will come to their granary. 


Dashahara 


Sarbajanina Durga Pujais celebrated during the bright fortnight 
inthe month of Aswina (September-October). Generally it continues 
for five days from Sasthi to Dasami. The celebration reaches the peak 
on Dasami whichis called Vijaya Dasami. Clay idols of Goddess Durg2 
and God Mahadev are made and worshipped in many places in the 
district. Celebrations held at Cuttack town deserve special mention. 
Over 100 Durga and 60 Mahadev Medhas are worshipped in Cuttack 
town. The number of Medhas is increasing from year to year mainly 
with heavy subscriptions (Chandas) collected from the neighbourhood, 
shopkeepers, businessmen and residents. It is celebrated with great 
pomp and grandeur, lakhs of people visit the Medhas to see the 
deities and enjoy the operas and melody nights held in front of 
the important Medhas in central places during these days. The 
Chandi Medha of Choudhuri Bazar and Shaikh Bazar attract more 
visitors because itis made of Chandi (Silver), At Cuttack on Ekadasi 
the deities are immersed in the river Kathajodi. A big fair is held 
onthe bank of the river on the day at Puri Ghat. 
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Durga Puja is also celebrated with due pomp and ceremony at 
several Shakta Pithas in the district of which Sarala at Jhankada 
(Kanakpur), Cuttack Chandi at Cuttack, Gada Chandi at Barabatt 
Fort, Cherchika at Banki, Mahuli Thakurani at Parsurampur in 
Athagarh, Prabala Thakurani at Jeypore in Narasinghapur, Rama 
Chandi Thakurani at Rangadipada in Badamba and Biraja Thakurani 
at Jajpur are important. 


Dola Jatra 


This festival is usually celebrated from the day of Phalguna Dasami 
to Phalguna Purnima (February-March). It is called Raj Dola. In 
some places it is observed from the next day of Phalguna Purnima to 
Chaitra Krushna Panchami. It is known as Panchu Dola. There are 
also places where Naba Dola and Dasa Dola are observed. On_ this 
auspicious occasion the images of Radha and Krushna are carried on in 
a decorated Biman. People offer prayer and Bhoga to the deities. This 
is the main festival of the people belonging to Gauda caste. They worsnip 
the cow and play Nawdi (a play with sticks by singing songs relating to 
Radha and Krushna). Holi (sprinkling of coloured water) is also observed 
on the day following Purnima. Dola Jatra is observed almost in all 
subdivisions on a grand scale. During Dola Utsab people assemble in 
the melan ground. Deities are taken to the me/an ground in procession. 
Big melans are organised at many places. On the day of Dola Purnima the 
Jyotisha of the village reads out the substance of the almanac (Panji) for 
the next year beginning from the Pana Sankranti (13th April) before a 
gathering of village elders. 


Ganesh Chaturthi 


This is celebrated on the fourth day of the bright fortnight in the 
month of Bhadrav (August-September). Lord Ganesh, the elephant- 
headed god of wisdom, dispeller of evil omens and remover of obstacles 
is invoked oN this day. The deity is also known as Vinayak or Vighneswara. 
In educational and commercial establishments the deity is worshipped with 
elaborate ritualistic paraphernalia and observance of fast. A Brahman 
priest is engaged to perform the ritual. Nowadays the young people 
of almost every locality, whether they are students or not, put up Ganesh 
Medhas collecting sometimes by coercion, chandas from all and 
sundry which affords them an occasion for merry making, and playing 
cinema songs in record player/sterios with loud speakers to the great 
annoyance and discomfort of other inhabitants of the locality. 
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The clay idol of Lord Ganesh is kept for a day or two or more 
according to the will of the worshippers. Whatever may te the pericd 
the idol is worshipped in the morning and evening until it is ceremoniously 
immersed in river, canal or tank ina precession acccmpan‘cd with -eatirg 
of drums. 


Besides temporary Puja Mandap, there is a permarent Garcesh 
(Vinayaka) temple on the slope of the Mahavinayaka hill near ‘ Chardikkol 
in Darpan Tahasil. Lord Ganesh is regarded as the first of the five deities, 
or Panchadevatas. The temple and its natural surroundings attract numter 
of persons to this spot. 


Janmastami 


The festival celebrated in honour of the birthday of Lord Srikrishna 
is known as Janmastami. _—‘It is held on the 8th day of the dark fortnight 
of Sravan (July-August), The people congregate in the 
Srikrishna temples and listen to Haribansa, the holy book or that portion 
of the Bhagabata (10th canto) which deals with the birth of Lord Krishna. 
Many devotees observe fast and break it after Puja, about the middle 
of the night. 


Jhulan Jatra, Gamba Puornima or Rakhi Ppurnima 


The Sravana Purnima (full moon day) in the month of July-August 
is known as Gamha Purnima. It is observed as the birth day of Balarem, 
the elder brother of Lord Srikrishna. On this day not only cultivators 
but also others worship cow ard ox. They also worship tke agricultural 
implements and bullcck carts. Special attracticn of Gemha Purnima 
is Jhulan Jatra or the swing festival of the deities Redha-Krishna. It 
is observed from Dasami to Purnami at many places in the district partt- 
cularly with great pomp in the Mathas located in Cuttack town. 


The other name of Gamha Purnima is Rakhi Purnima. On this 
sacred day after bathing, the sister ties Rakhi on her brother’s wrist, 
offers him sweets and recites few lines in blessing. The brother accepts 
the bond and returns the honour with a gift. 


Kali Puja and Dewali 


Kali Puja is observed at many places in the district (particularly in 
Cuttack town) on the 14th day of the dark fortnight of the month of 
Kartika (October-November) when clay and straw images of Goddess 
Kali are set up and worshipped. Ceremonial worships are also performed 
on this occasion at various Shakti shrines in the district. 
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The newmoon day of Kartika is known as Dipabali Amabasya or 
Paya Amabasya. On this day the Hindu householders in remembrance 
of their ancestors perform Paya Sraddha and bid farewell to them with 

lighted sticks (Kaunria) in the first watch of the night with the invocation : 


“SIGiQsQ ad agd ala 
AIQ!I GQQQ SII AlQ ala” 


(coming in darkness go in light and accept our humble offering based on 
whatever you have given us). Every home is decorated with twinkling 
ipas (clay lamps) in the evening. Display of fireworks has formed an 
indispensable part of Dipabali celebrations and lakhs of rupees are spent 
on such fireworks by parents for enjoyment of their children, a practice 
followed throughout India. 


On this day the new commercial year begins for the business community 
and other North Indian business organisations. They open new account 
books and enjoy the festival with feasting and merry making. 


Kartika Parnima or Ras Purnima 


Kartika is a sacred month, Many Hindu devotees, especially 
older women and widows, take one vegetarian meal a day. They take 
their bath early in the morning, go to the temples for Darshan of the 
deities and return home to listen Kartika Mahatmya, a religious book. 
Every evening a lighted lamp called Akashdipa is suspended on a high 
pole. This is done in order to show light to the ancestors who are invited 
home in this month. 


The last five days of the month, which is called Panchuka, is considered 
most holy. Many people observe it in austerity and subsist on Habisanna 
or one strictly vegetarian meal a day. 


The distinctive feature of the celebration of the festival on the full 
moon day is that in the early morning people after taking their holy dip 
in the rivers, canals or tanks, float tiny boats made of the under-layer of 
banana trees or Sola-pith with lighted lamps fixed to them. ‘Flowers, betel 
leaf, arecanut are placed on that boat. While floating the boats the people 
sing “Aa, Ka, Ma, Bai, Pana Gua Thoi” “‘Pana Gua Tora Masaka Dharama 
Mora”. The sailing of the boats is in memory of the past maritime 
activities ofthe Oriyas who sailed to Java, Sumatra, Borneo, Bali, 
Ceylone '(Sri Lanka)‘and Burma (renamed Myanmar) for trade. At that 
time a number of ports in the district were active. 
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Kartika Purnima is also known as Ras Purnima. On this day 
Rasleelas are performed. People, specially followers of Vaishnavisny, 
take part in Sankirtana. 


Khudorkuai Osha 


This fast is observed only by the unmarried girls. It commences 
on the Shravana Purnima and is completed on the Bhadrav Purnima. 
The girls worship the Goddess Mangala (Bhalukuni or Khudurkuni) 
on all Sundays during the month. A clay image of the deity, Khudur- 
kuni is installed and worshipped generally on the house of one of fasters. 
A number of fasting girls, belonging to a cluster of neighbouring house- 
holds irrespective of their status, together worship the image and perform 
the ritual. When girls of diverse caste-groups join together for Osha, 
one of the girls belonging to the higher caste group among them performs 
the ritual. In the evening the elaborate ritual is performed and the 
sacred text dealing with the significance of the Osha is read out. After 
this, the girls break their fast. The participants take Zonly vegetarian 
diet ( gel ) and fruits. The image is immersed after the last ritual in 
the evening of the last Sunday before Bhadrav Purnima. In Cuttack 
town and in other places the image of Khudurkuni is taken ina grand 
procession and immersed in the nearby river or canal. 


Kumar Purnima 

The fullmoon day of the month of Aswina is called Kumar Purnima 
or festival of the youth. ‘‘This festival” writes Dr.Mayadhar Mansing, 
“appears to be the remnant ofa youth cult in ancient Orissa. Kumar is 
Kartikeya, Lord Siva’s son, symbolising beauty, youth, bravery and military 
leadership. It is fascinating to think that the ancient Oriya had taken 
up this supreme symbol of youth for an annual poetisation, highlighting 
the excellence of youth cult in the nation’s consciousness.” ! On this day 
the unmarried girls do fasting. They worship the rising sun and moon 
before the tulasi chaura. Bhoga offered to the full moon is called chanda 
(a sweet mixture of Khai, cocoanut, molasses, banana, kornel of the palm 
and cheese), unmarried girls establish friendship by offering chanda to 
each other and calleach other by that name.The tulasi chaura is decorated 
by the girls with various floral designs particularly of Jahni flower and in 
different coloured powders (Muruja) on the occasion. The girls sing 
songs typical to the occasion and play puchi, which is a kind of 
frolicking game. The whole night is relieved with song, dance and 
merrymaking. They sing the most popular song “Kumar Punei 
Jahna lo Phula Baula Beni’. At Cuttack the people organise dance, 
drama and music as a part of the festival. 


——ee 


1. The Saga of Lord Jagannath by Dr. M. Mansing, p. 29. 
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In Cuttack, Kendraparha and other places of the district this Parnima 
is observed as Gajalakshmi Puja. Many images of Goddess Lakshmi are 
worshipped with pomp and pageantry. Nowadays variety performances 
and other cultural programmes are being organised on this cccasion mostly 
in the urban areas. 


Magha Purnima 


Magha Purnima or Agira usually falls in January-February when 
winter usually begins to subside. On this occasion people worship 
Agni, the Fire God. People gather bamboos, wood and straw. They 
prepare a place at the end of the village road crossing and set 
fire to it after offering prayer and bhoga. 


Makar Sankranti 


This festival commences inthe month of Magha (January-February) 
and marks the entrance of the sun into the house of Capricorn. 
Makar Sankranti as harvest festival is celebrated joyously as 
it takes place at the end of the harvesting season. People gather in the 
Siva temple and worship. They also exchange Makar Chaula (a mixture 
of tila, molasses, arua chaula, pieces of cocoanut and peanuts) on this 
occasion. The significance of this exchange is that sweetness would 
prevail in all our dealings. The Telugu people residing in the 
district observe this festival as Pongal. This three-day festival 
is the biggest event of the year for them. 


Mana Basa 


This is observed usually onthe last Thursday in the month of 
Margashira (November-Decemter) by the housewives seeking material 
prosperity. Goddess Lakshmi, the presiding deity of wealth and 
prosperity is propitiated on this day. The deity is represented by the newly 
harvested grains Kept in a measuring basket. The term Mana connotes 
measuring basket. Usually the eldest woman in the family observes this 
Osha as long as she is able and when she is unable to continue, she 
- Yelinquishes the observance of the Osha in favour of her eldest son’s 

wife or any other Woman in the family. The Woman who observes the ritual 
reads the Lakshmi Purana. Among the offerings ofthe deity cakes 
prepared out of the newly hatvested crop are considered obligatory. As 
Convention the offered food is distributed only among the members of 
the family excluding even married daughters. The lamp is allowed to burn 
continuously from the beginning to the end of the Puja. The discontinua- 
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tion of burning means evil things may occur in life. The outsiders 
are not allowed to see the Mana. The wall and the floor of 
the hotse are decorated with Alpana or Jhuti. All the Thursdays 
of the month are sanctified to Lakshmi with observation of 
Puja. On the last Thursday the Puja is culminated with rice, 
Cakes, Khichri and Payas. If for any unavoidable reason the Puja 
cannot be performed in Margashira, it is postponed to bz held in similar 
manner inthe month of Magha. 


Pana Sankranti 


Tn? Maha Bishuba Sankranti is held on the first day of Baisakha 
(April-May). On this occasion people offer Chhatua made of crushed 
wheat or gram and Pana (drink made of milk products, etc) to the deities, 
Pana is animportant item ofthis day. It is relished by all. Hence the 
other name of Maha Bishuba Sankranti is Pana Sankranti. 


From 23rd March the sum moves northwards from equator. 
Asa result, the heat of the sun-ray begins to increase. This helps 
to dry the sources of water. Hence offering of water during this 
part ofthe year is treated as noble work. To Quench the thirst 
of the passengers, from this day for a period of one month upto 
Brusha Sankranti, religious persoas offer water on the road side. 
Hindus on this day construct temporary sheds under the Chaura in 
which Tulasi (holy basil) plants are worshipped. They hang an 
earthen pot having a small hole atthe bottom. After bath they pour 
water inthe pot every day. Water fallsdrop by drop on the plants for 
the whole month. Hence the other name of this Sankranti is Jala 
Sankranti. From this Sankranti, the speed of the wind begins to increase. 
To get relief from wind and fire people worship Hanuman, the son 
of wind god. People observe Hanuman Jayanti in honour of this 
great devotee of Sri Rama. 


Raja 


This is a very important agricultural festival in the district observed 
for three days, i.e., from the last day of the month of Jyestha called ‘Pahili 
Raja’ upto the 2nd day of the month of Asadh, known as Bhuindahan or 
Bhumidahan. All the three days are called “Raja Kamei” i.e., full 
leisure and rest without any work to earn livelihood. The first day of the 
month of Asadh is called ‘Raja Sankranti.’ Mother Earth is supposed 
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to be rajaswala or under menstruation for these three days ard all agri- 
eultural operations like ploughing, digging, sowing, etc. are suspended 
for the period. In Hindu households, cooking is stopped on the first 
and the 3rd_ day of the festival and girls are forbidden to walk on earth 
with bare feet for the three days. The day preceding ‘Pahili Raja’ is 
observed as the day of preparation for the festival. Various kinds of 
dishes, pithas or rice cakes and sweets are prepared. Raja is chiefly a 
festival of feasting and merrymaking of the Oriyas, particularly in coastal 
districts. The young men play various outdoor games, particularly 
Kabadi or Bagudi with stakes, the boys and girls enjoy the swing and sing 
songs, and the elderly people play dice and cards. The festival ends on 
the day following ‘Bhumidahan’when Mother Earth is given a ceremonial 
bath. This is called Basumati Snana. 


Ratha Jatra 

The Ratha Jatra or Car Festival of Lord Jagannath is held on the 
second day of the bright fortnight in the month of Asadh (June-July). 
Jagannath, Balabhadra, Subhadra ard Sudarsan are brcught in procession 
from the main temple and placed in the Ratha. After chherapahanra 
ceremony, the chariots are pulled by hurdreds of devotees accompanied 
by bawdy songs. The spectacular procession starts from the Singhadwara 
of the temple to Gundicha Ghara. After a stay for a rericd of €even days 
at Gundicha Ghara the deities are carried back to the temple. The 
return car festival is Known as Bahuda Jatra. This festival is observed 
in all the Tahasils of the district. At many places three deities are taken in 
one Ratha. But at a few places three Rathas are used to carry three 
deities. Generally Kirtan parties take part in the procession. 


Ram Navami | 

Sri Ram Navami is observed on the ninth day of Chaitra (March- 
April) in memory of the birth day of Sri Rama, the celebrated hero of 
the Ramayana. Rama and Krishna are universally regarded as divine 
incarnations of Vishnu and are the most popular Geds of the Hindus. 
Temples dedicated to these deities are centres of congregation and worship 
in the district. On this occasion devotees read Tte Ramayan, all the 
seven Kandas of Tulsi Ramayan,the holy book and arrange religious 
discussions on Sri Rama at several places in the district. 


Saraswati Puja 


Goddess Saraswati, the presiding deity of learning, is invoked on the 
fifth day of the bright fortnight of Magha (J anuary-February) by the 
young generation to achieve success in learning at School and College 
as well as for acquiring general proficiency. 
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The devotees raise subscriptions in order to hold the function collecti- 
vely at acommon place.On the day of celebration they instal aclay image 
of the deity on a decorated dais and engage a Brahmin priest to perform 
the Puja. The devotees keep fast from morning till the puspanjali is 
Offered. They put on new garments and remain on vegetarian diet until 
the deity is immersed. Noimally the deity is propitiated for three days. 
Saraswati Puja isalso knownas Basanta Panchami or Sri Panchami 
because on this day the first spring festival of Lord Krishna is performed. 
This day augurs the advent of the spring season. 


Savitri Vrata 


This is observed by the Hindu married women (excepting 
widows) on the fourteenth day of dark fortnight in the month of Jyestha 
(May-June) in honour of Savitri who is believed to have brought her 
husband back to life by dint of her devotion, loyalty and love for him. 
Married women observe this for long life of their husbends. Those who 
observe it take bath early in the morning, put on new clothes and observe 
fast until afternoon when the ritual is completed. The ritual is usually 
performed inthe temple. At least seven different varieties of fruits and 
peeled Mung are offered to deity. After the ritual only the sanctified 
fruits are taken by those who have observed this fast and then distributed 
among family members and neighbours. 


Siva Ratri 


This is observed both by menand women in all the Siva temples 
on the 14th day of the dark fortnight in the month of Phalguna 
( February-March ). Like Janmastami, this Vrata is considered most 
sacred and its observance confers ritual merit on a devotee and 
expiates sin, [ts proper observance also helps in the fulfilment of cherished 
desires during lifetime. The devotees are required to observe 
complete fasting during the whole day and to keep vigil during the 
night for worshipping Siva and getting a Darshan (glimpse) of the 
holy Mahadipa (lamp) being taken aloft the crest of the temple. 
The devotees break their fast after Darshan of the Mahadipa. This 
festival is observed with great devotion and sanctity in all the Siva 
temples in Cuttack district. But the Siva temple at Dhabaleswar near 
Mancheswar village, Paramhansa (Cuttack Sadar P.S.), Sankarpur 
(Chaudwar P. S.), Kisannagara (Kisannagar P.S.), Lekhanpur (Salepur 
P.S.), Panasapur (Mahanga P.S.), Korkor (JJagatsinghapur P.S.), Naradia 
(Ersam P. S.), Banito (Tirtol P. S.), Ratalang (Binjharpur P. S.), Kesarpur 
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(Kendraparha), Polimi (Aul P.S.), Pathapur (Banki P.S.), Kayan 
(Jajpur P. S.), Sribantlapur (Dharmashala P.S.), Duburi (Sukinda P. 8.) 
Cnoandma (Korei P. S.), Narsinghapur (Narsinghapur P. S.), Baneswarpada 
(Tigiria) and Amareswar (Cuttack town) attract a large number of 
devotees. 


Shamba Dasami 


This festival takes place on the tenth day of the bright fortnight 
of Paush (Doczmber-January) and is devoted to worship of the Sun God. 
Rezarding th3 origin of this festival the legzead has it, that Shamba, son 
of Lord Shri Krishna and Jambawati, who suffered from leprosy for his. 
folly, could get rid of it by propitiating the Sun God. 


Sudasha Vrata 

This is observed by housewives in honour of goddess Lakshmi, 
the presiding deity of wealth. The ritual is observed on the Dasami 
‘(10th day) of a bright fortnight that coincides with a Thursday in the 
month of Margashira (November -December). A devotee is required to 
serve the ritual vow at least for six consecutive years. The three 
essential observances for a devotee are (1) complete fasting during the 
ritual day, (2) scrupulous avoidance of non-vegetarian diet on all 
Thursdays and (3) wearing of a cotton string around the arm as a symbol 
of the ritual. 
Sunia 

Sunia is czlebrated on the 12th ~day of the bright fortnight in the 
month of Bhadrav (August-September). Traditionally this marks the 
beginning of the Oriya new year as the regnal year of the Gajapati 
Maharaja of Puri is counted from this day. In the past Sunia was being 
observed with much eclat by the Rajas and the zamindars who used to 
receive Bhetis (presentation) from the tenants and the artisans in their 
Zamindari. With the abolition of feudal system the importance of 
Sunia has gone. However, _ it is still observed with a simple ceremony 
by the old feudal families and the Rajas of the district. A few shops and 
commercial establishments also open their new account books from 
this day. 
Tribeni Jatra 


On Tribeni Amabasya day in the month of Magha people take their 
holy dip in the river and go to the nearby temple for Darshan of the deity,. 
On this occasion usually fair is held at many places in the district. Of 
the places Tribzni at Sujanagar near Antarbedi Matha in Niali (Banamalipur) 
Sri Narayani under Salepur P. S., Balia under Jagatsinghapur P. S. and 
Kundeshwar near Alakanadi are important. 
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There is no specified date inthe calendar for the observance of this 
ritual, It is observed on any suitable day for the fulfilment of a desire 
or in satisfaction of a desire for which a vow had been made. It is 
generally performed at home in the evening. The presiding deities of 
this ritual are Brahma, Vishnu and Maheswar. The deities are represented 
symbolically by three areca nuts, each placed on a separate betel leaf 
at the ritual. The devotee engages a Brahmin priest to perform the 
ritual who recites the text from the booklet called “Trinath Mela’. A 
devotee usually invites his neighbours and friends to attend the ritual. 
Ganja is one of the main items of offering. It is taken as Prasad with 
other items. Others smoke it by using chilam (clay pipe). 
There are many Trinath Shrines where a small crowd gather in the 
evening to listen to Bhajans and smoke Ganja. 


Christian Festivals 


The Christians of the district observe Christmas, New year’s Day, 
Good Friday and Easter. They also participate in the Hindu festivals 
like Dasahara, Dipavali and Holi. 


Muslim Festivals 


The important Muslim festivals are Bakrid, Jd-Ul-Fiter, Ramzan, 
Sheb-e-barat, Bara Wafat and Muharram. On festive occasions they 
visit mosque and offer prayer. They also co-operate with Hindus in 
celebrating their festivals and participate in some of their festivals like 
Durga Puja. 


National Festivals 


National days like the Independence day, Republic day, birth day 
of Mahatma Gandhi are observed with parades and arranging public 
lectures and variety entertainments. Besides these, first day of April 
(Utkal Dibas) is observed as it is on this day that Orissa became a 
separate province (State). For detailed list of fairs and festivals in 
this district readers may refer to the District Census Handbook, 
Cuttack, 1961, Vol. I pages, 329 to 341. 


Recreation 


Leisure and recreation are essential part of life. People of the district, 
in general, are religious minded and usually gather in temples, mosques, 
Churches and Gurudwars to offer their prayer to the almighty God to 
get mental peace and satisfaction. The Hindus meet at a common place 
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(Tungi, Chaupadhi, Bhagabat Ghar and Mandir) where the priest recites 
and explains from the rligious texts like Bhagabat, Mahabharat, Ramayan, 
Haribansa and other Puranas. Singing of Bhajan, Kirtan and 
other devotional songs, accompanied with musical instruments 
like Khanjani, Gini, Mrudanga, Tabla, harmonium, etc. is also another 
popular form of entertainment. Similarly Muslim, Christian and Sikh 
priests recite from their respective religious books to enlighten the people. 
The large number of different festivals and other social functions 
round the year provide welcome relief and gaiety. The people also 
enjoy folk performances like Danda Nacha, Kandhei Nacha, Chaiti 
Ghoda Nacha, Daskathia, Pala and Sangeet. There are professional 
opera parties in the district. They stage Yatras or drama based on 
mythological, social and modern theme. In addition to these, people in 
ex-State areas get pleasure in tribal dancess Occasionally acrobatic feats, 
monkey dance, bear dance and snake charming performed by itinerant 
professional groups also provide entertainment tothe people. Hunting, 
fishing and cock-fighting also provide opportunity for recreation. 
Cinema is now a common source of entertainment. Since the 
eighties, T. V. watching has become the most common and important 
form of entertainment. Out of 45 cinema houses in the district 18 were 
found in Sadar Subdivision till 1991. Besides cinema, circus shows 
and theatre parties particularly in winter also provide entertainment 
to the people. Sometimes exhibitions are arranged by Government and 
non-Government organisations to enlighten the people about the 
progress made in different fields. There are a number of 
clubs and = associations which provide entertainment to the 
people by organising various cultural programmes, sports and 
athletic meet. To encourage and promote team _ spirit, the 
Cuttack Athletic Association and the Orissa Olympic Association 
conduct various tournaments regularly. Besides, Guchi Tandu, 
Puchi Khela, Bagudi Khela, playing card and dice play bring 
pleasure to the young folk. Kite flying is a pepular pastime among 
the youths especially in Cuttack Town. Lalit Kala Academy, 
Orissa organises painting and Chita or Alpana competition every 
year Fto promote creativity among the children and women 
respectively. 


Goddess Sarala et Jhankeda, Gcddess Charchika at Banki, Gcddess 
Viraja at Jajpur, Goddess Bhattarika at Badamba, Lord Baladev at Kendra- 
parha, Dhabaleshwar at Athagarh, Mahavinayak at Chandikhol, 
Barabati fort at Cuttack, Ansupa Lake at Athagarh, Paradeep Port at 
Paradeep, Gahiramatha and Bhitara Kanika are important tourist and 
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picnic spotsin the district. Apart fromthese, the Buddhists monuments 
found at Udyagiri, Ratnagiri and Lalitagiri also attract a number of tourists 
every year. 


Among parks and gardens the name of Gopabandhu Park, 
Gourisankar Park and Deer Park at Cuttack town may te mentioned, 


The industrial areas at Cuttack, Jagatpur, Chaudwar and Jajpur Road 
attract business people for trade and commerce. 


Hotels, restaurants and lodging houses are also places for gathering 
and amusement. There are good hotels, restaurants and Icdging houses 
at Cuttack, Paradeep, Kendraparha, Jagatsinghapur, Athagarh, Jajpur 
and Banki. 


Impact of New forces 


As agriculture is the main source of livelincod of the people, social, 
economic and political life in India is largely dependant upon the pattern 
of land ownership and management. Abolition of intermediaries and 
land reforms measures undertaken since Independence which have teen 
discussed in detail in Chapter XI (Revenue Administration) has brought 
about substantial agrarian changes in their social and economic _ life. 
The class structure of society has undergone almost revolutionary change 
in the past few years. This process has been greatly strengthened and 
accelerated by political change particularly after universal adult suffrage 
which has armed the common man with right to vcte. There is today 
in the district an acceptance of social equality and the sharing of power 
and opportunities which has also its share of tension at the village level. 
The zamindars have become extinct as a class and tended to take to other 
professions and trades. The weakening of the caste system with its rigid 
notions of high and low also greatly added to the transfcimaticn of a 
feudal and ascriptive society into a more egalitarian structure. Thrcugh 
successive five-year plans, attempts have teen mece to provide all 
infrastructural facilities (education, health, communication, energy, small 
scale industry, etc.) in the rural areas to prevent migration of the 
villagers to urban areas. But unfortunately lack of employment 
Opportunities on land, and the growth of population has made large scale 
migration to urban inevitable and continues unabated. Once a member 
in a family is educated upto Matric level, he tends to skun all physica! 
labour and gives up learning the traditional occupation of the family and 
foes in search of white coloured jobs, failing which he joins the band of 
unemployed youths to form the brigade of cne political party or the other. 
He will also not work in any labour intensive projects now being taken 
Up on a large scale in the rural areas by the Government except as a petty 
Contractor or sub-contractor. 
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(1) 


10. 


11. 


12. 
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15. 
16. 


17. 


18. 
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*Ceisus of India, Orissa, Part (x(ii), Sp 
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APPENDIK I 
Population of Scheduled Castes, Cuttack District, 1981 Census* 


Name of Scheduled Castes 


(2) 


a 


Adi Andhra 
Amant, Amat 
Badaik - 
Bagheti, Baghuti 
Bajikar 

Bart 

Bariki 

Bauri 

Bauti 

Bavuri 

Bedia, Bejia 
Baldar 

Bhata 

Bho! 

Chachati 
Chakali 


Chamar, Mochi, Muchi, 
Satnami 


Chandala - 
Cherua, Chhelia oa 


1981, pp. 402—458 


Population 
-————— 
Males Females 

(3) (4) 
829 819 
11 8 
6 Z 
7,483 7,180 
11 7 
21 14 
941 884 
68,362 66,635 
15 17 
12 7 
1 sis 
Z 2 
“ 243 
5,532 5,450 
2 = 
1 - 
16,164 15,861 
156 138 
6 3 





~ 
Total 


(S) 


1,648 
19 

8 
14,663 
18 

35 
1,825 
134,997 
32 

19 

1 

4 

482 
10,982 


Z 
1 


32,025 


394 
9 


i Ee —.~.... : 
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21, 
22% 
23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 


v4 
28. 
29. 


30, 
31. 
a2. 


33. 
34, 
33. 
36, 
31, 


38. 
39. 
40, 


41. 
42. 
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Name of the Scheduled Castes 


(2) 


Dandasi 

Dewar 

Dhanwar 

Dhoba, Dhobi 

Dom, Dombo, Duria,Dom 
Dosadha 

Ganda 


Ghantarghada 
Ghasi, Ghasia 
Ghogia 
Ghusuria 
Godagali 
Godari 


Godra 
Gokha 


Gorait, Korait = 


Haddi, Hadi, Hari 
Irika 


Jaggali 

Kandra, Kandara 
Karua 

Katia 

Kela 


41 
1,444 
24 
49,085 
5,483 
5 

22 

41 
247 
18 


973 


18,090 


10,469 
14 


1,00,007 
228 

61 
2,999 


Population 
Cc aaa | 
Females Total 
(4) (3) 
26 67 
1,393 2,837 
27 51 
48,458 97,543 
5,609 11,092 
5 10 
12 34 
24 65 
245 492 
26 44 
981 1,954 
3 
4 7 
2 6 
16,995 35,085 
1 
10,831 21,300 
17 31 
10 19 
96,407 1,96,414 
258 486 
65 126 
2,861 5,860 
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Sl. Name of Scheduled Castes Population 
i Males tic «toe 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
43. Khadala 3 232 200 432 
44. Kodala, Khodalo ‘i 5 4 7 
45. Kori | 3 3 4 7 
46. Kummari st 154 127 281 
47. Kurunga ns Z es Z 
48. Laban a 2 4 6 
49. Laheri _ 171 154 325 
50. Madari ¥ 10 Z 12 
51. Madiga - 137 120 237 
§2, Mahuria ae 698 712 1,410 
53, Mala, Jhala, Malo, Zala a 261 242 503 
54, Mangan ar 3 3 6 
55. Mehra, Mahar es 20 19 39 
56. Mehtar, Bhangi ee 356 377 733 
57. Mewar ei 20 3 23 
58. Mundapotta ba 63 46 109 
59. Nagarchi 7 13 11 24 
60. Namasudra - 1,076 979 2,055 
61. Paidi 3 6 6 12 
62, Painda és 6 5 11 
63. Pan, Pano s+ 111,184 106,986 218.170 
64. Panchama 8 68 58 126 


a 
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Sl. Name of Scheduled Castes Population 

No. eA = 
Males Females Total 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (9) 
65. Panika re 3 - 3 
66. Panka = 4 } 5 
67. pantanti i 814 769 1,583 
68. Pap = 96 97 193 
69. Pasi | ‘3 91 69 160 
70. Patial Patikar, Patratanti, Patua 609 576 1,185 
71. Rajna - 312 283 595 
72. Relli - 68 64 132 
73. Sabakhia vs 215 184 399 
74. Samasi ns 6 5 It 
75. Sanei i 287 330 617 
76. Sapari es 29 24 53 
77. Sauntia, Santia - 8 8 16 
78. Sidbria - 1 2 3 
79. Sinduria Z 2 5 7 
80. Siyal ie 1,497 1,438 2,935 
$1. Tamudia ie 15 7 22 
82. Tanla - 4,754 4,526 9,280 
83. Tiar, Tior . 1,192 1,170 2,362 
84. Ujia = 1 1 2 
85. Valamiki, Valmiki _ 20 26 46 
Total Ee 415,198  4,02,675 8,17,873 


‘ a er 
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o. 
10. 
}1. 
42; 


13, 
14, 
15. 
16. 
17. 


18, 
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APPENDIX II 


Name of Scheduled 


Bagata 


Baiga 


Bathudi 
Bhottada, Dhotada 


Tribes 


(2) 


Banjara, Banjari 


Bhuiya, Bhuyan 


Bhumia 


Bhumjj 


Bhunjia 


Binjhal 
Birhor 


Bondo Poraja 


Dal 


Desua Bhumjj 


Dharua 
Gadaba 


Gandia 


Ghara 


19. Gond, Gondo 


1981, pp. 248—284. 


— 
Males 


(3) 


22 
2 

9 
375 


233 


2,798 


25 


76 


50 


310 


Population 


————__ ——-.K.. 


Females 


(4) 


16 

i 

2 
309 


211 


38 
63 


54 


278 





Population of Scheduled Tribes, Cuttack District, 1981 Census * 


"Ss 
Total 
(5) 


38 

3 

11 
684 


5,658 
{2 


i] 


41 
139 
104 

3 
2 


288 


* Census of India, Orissa, Part IX (IV), Special Tables for Scheduled Tribes, 
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SI. Name of Scheduled Population 
No. Tribes —_-- —— 
Males Females Total 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
20. Ho 455 433 888 
21. Jatapu os 1 I 2 
22. Juang _ 384 381 765 
23. Kandha Gauda < 340 305 645 
24. Kawar i 12 10 22 
25. Kharia, Kharian i 423 395 818 
26. Kharwar 7 5 7 12 
27. Khond, Kond, Kandha, 2,890 2,915 5,805 
Nanguli Kandha, Sitha 
Kandha 
28- Kisan ae 75 64 139 
29. Kol ea 165 154 319 
30. Kolah Loharas, Kol 129 116 245 
Loharas 
31. Kolah es 7,238 6,993 14,231 
32. Koli, Malhar - 370 318 688 
33. Kondadora 7 13 10 23 
34. Kora os 6 6 i2 
35. Korua - 15 16 31 
36. Kotia are 8 5 13 
37. Koya - 4 5 9 
38. Kulis os 6 4 10 
39. Lodha | - 583 557 1,140 


a pre  f 
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Sl. Name of Scheduled Population 
a aes Males Females ~ Total 
(1) (2) (3) 4) (5) 
40. Madia. 73 85 158 
41. Mahal. - 16 10 26 
42. Mankidi I l 
43. Matya 826 785 1,61! 
44, Mirdhas 35 37 72 
45. Munda, Munda Lohara, 13,653 13,052 26,705 

Munda Mahalis 

46 Mundari. 373 363 736 
47. Omanatya 1 1 
48. OQOraon | 176 118 294 
49. Paronga 5 4 ° 9 
50. Paroja : 37 18 55 
51s Pentia “ 91 75 166 
52. Rajuar . ee «28 35 63 
$3. Santal 5,062 4,684. 9,746 
§4. Saora, Savar, Saura Sahara 11,029 10,990 22,019 
55. Shabar, Lodha 23,774 23,699 47,473 
$6. Saunti, | 88 49 137 
57, Tharua. . _ 4 3 4 
Total 73,262 71,446 144,708 
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APPENDIX Ill 


Statistics of cases of Atrocities on Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes and cases under Public Civil Right Act,1955 


Scheduled Castes 


Year Rep. C.S. F.R. PI. Con. Acq. P.T. Persons 
arrested 
1988 38 32 6 a 1 6 25 114 
1989 26 20 6 - Sn oe 20 101 
1990 4] 18 4 19 7 - 18 49 


Scheduled Tribes 











Year Rep. C.S. F.R. PI. Con. Acq. P.T. Persons 
arrested 
1988 1 1 - - os 1 7 
1989 I 1 “ as ae a 1 1 
1990 1... s | a a s on 
P.C.R.Act 
Year Rep. C.S. F.R. P.T. Con. Acq. P.T. Persons 
arrested 
1988 5 5 os - - 1 4 28 
1989 9 6 3 iy “ I 5 30 
1990 13 6 2 5 - - 6 17 





N.B.—Rep. (Reported) 
C.S. (Charge Sheeted) 
F.R. (Final Report) 
P.I. (Pending Investigation) 
Con. (Convicted) 
Acq. (Acquitted) 
P.T. (Pending Trial) 
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APPENDIX IV 
Number of Wills registered in the district 











Year No. of Wills registered 
(1) (2) 
197} as 108 
1972 ‘a 106 
1973 - | 70 
1974 is 97 
1975 = 719 
1976 ee 95 
1977 “a 113 
1978 a 93 
1979 + | 132 
1980 a 108 
1981 a 139 
1982 7 114 
1983 = 11 
1984 ee 139 
1985 i 128 
1986 89 
1987 | 4 113 
1988 7 128 
1989 ‘4 117 

1990 
Total es 2,079 





District Registrar, Cuttack 
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APPENDIX V 


Statistical data on Dowry Deaths (Homicide and Suicide) and 
Torture cases of Cuttack district 


Year 


(1) (2) 


Homicide cases 


1988 14 
1989 8 
1990 24 


Suicide Cases 


1988 26 
1989 21 
1990 25 


Torture Cases 


1988 58 
1989 67 
1990 75 


Rep. CS. 


(3) 


11 


20 


16 


39 


35 


21 


F.R, 


(4) 


19 


12 


Pj. Con. Acq. 
S © (%) 
3 3 
2 1 
15 
J 6 
19 is 
: 5 
2 
53 


P.T. Persons 
arrested 
(8) (9) 
3 31 
3 13 
3 5 
13 43 
16 39 
4 9 
34 93 
53 143 
21 54 


Sp rr rpg peepee EP i 9 


N.B.—Rep. (Reported) 

C.S. (Charge Sheeted) 
F.R. (Final Report) 

P.I. (Pending Investigation) 
Con. (Convicted) 

Acq. (Acquitted) 

P.T. (Pending Trial 
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APPENDIX VI 


Houses having toilet facilities in Urban Areas 








Tenure Status No. of Toilet facilities 
House- 
holds  -——-——-——————*— 
Available Not available 
— et 
No. of Popula- No. of Population 
House- tion house~ 
holds hold 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Owned 45,070 17,480 1,28,115 27,590 1,50,575 
Rented 42,525 24,230 1,08,245 18,295 65,050 
Total 87,595 41,710 2,36,360 45,885 2,15,625 
source—Census of India, 1981, Household Tables Part VIII-A 
and B (II) p. 43. 
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APPENDIX VIII 
Namber of houses provided to SC/ST and others under Indira Awas 











Yojana 
Year House No. of houses provided to 
complet- a 
ed S. C. S. T. Others 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1985-86 
1986-87 o 490 380 110 
1987-88 383 303 80 
1988-89 7 569 504 65 
1989-90 i 490 405 85 





Total ea 1,932 1,592 340 


ir ee aS AF 


Source—-DRDA, Cuttack 
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CHAPTER IV 


AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION 


INTRODUCTION 


Cuttack is predominantly an agricultural district. In the past 
due to lack of irrigation facility, scanty and erratic rainfall, a 
frequent phenomenon, and saline inundation of coastal areas the 
district was subject to recurring droughts, famines and scarcity in 
several years. The advent of canal irrigation brought big chunks 
of barren and parched lands under cultivation. A pragmatic approach 
adopted by way of planning the agricultural production programmes 
on rational basis was prepared and it started paying quick dividends 
during the last two decades. 


The district consists of three distinct tracts. The first is a 
marshy strip forming the sea face of the Bay of Bengal covered 
with low forest and wild growth of canes, reeds and brush wood and 
intersected by innumerable creeks which are sluggish and silty. This 
low land is impregnated with salt and unfit for cultivation. The 
second tract consists of the alluvial plains forming the delta of the 
Mahanadi, the Brahmani and the Baitarani rivers, where an extensive 
system of irrigation protects the crops from failure in seasons of 
drought and enables land to be cultivated that would otherwise remain 
barren. They present a gradual and steady slope from the high lands 
of the west to the sea, and a composition varying according to a 
relative proportion of the sand and silt of which they are formed. 
The third tract isa hilly region at a distance of 96 to 112 km. from 
the sea. The hills are not continuous and are small in height 
averaging 150 metres above the sea-level. It is a region of high 
sterile land and rocky hills, covered with bamboos and scrub jungles 
and intersected by narrow, though fertile, valleys. 


According tothe 1981 Census, 12°70 per cent of the total working 
force of the district were engaged in agriculture as cultivators and 
14°16 per cent as agricultural labourers. 
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The following statement gives the classification of area by land 
use inthe district during the period between 1986-87 and 1988-89.* 


(Area in ’000 Ha.) 


i one 


Classification particulars 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
1. Geographical area 1089 1089 1089* 
2. Area under forests 157 137 161* 
3. Misc. tree crops and groves 30 30 30 
not included in net area sown 
4. Permanent pasture and other 23 Zs 38 
grazing lands 
5. Culturable waste 6] 61 42 
6. Land put to non-agricultural 100 100 100 
uses 
7. Barren and unculturable land 10 10 10 
8. Current fallows 9 94 my) 
9. Other fallows 13 13 13 
10. Net area sown 686 671 673 
11. Total cultivated area 695 695 695 
12. Total cultivable area N.A. 799 780 
13. Gross cropped area 1274 1228 1187 
eee 


* The Survey of India reports the geographical area of the district to be 11,14 282 
hectares and the Principal Chief Conservator of Forests reports the forest = 
the district to be 1,79,121 hectares. ea of 
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Soil Conservation 


The problem of soil erosion is acute in the district. Wind 
and water are the main agencics of soil erosion. In the coastal 
areas the soil erosion is due to sea and strong wind. In the summer 
season when strong wind blows, the coastal sand dunes are shifted towards 
the iniand arable lands. Besides, frequent inundation of sea water at 
the time of high tide makes the land saline, causing total failure of 
the standing crops. In the coastal plain, due to its topography and non- 
availability of drainage system, water logging is the main problem. {[n 
the irrigated area about 10 per cent of the area is severcly affected by 
water logging making the lands unfit for any cultivation. In the inland 
area like Athagarh, Tigiria, Badamba, Narsinghapur due to undulating 
topography there is severe water erosion making the land infertile. 
The hillocks are devoid of forest due to heavy exploitation causing severe 
erosion. Stream bank erosion of the crop lands specially due to meande- 
ring habit of the streams in erosional plains as well as in the basins of big 


rivers like Mahanadi, Brahmani, Baitarani, etc. poses a serious problem 
and grab valuable agricultural lands every year. A rough estimate 
shows that more than 10 lakh hectares of agricultural lands are affected 
by such erosion every year in the district. It is estimated that about 54 
per cent of the area in the district of Cuttack suffers from erosion of 


Some kind or other. 


To take up different conservation measures to check the soil erosion 
as well as conserve the moisture, a Soil Conservation Division was esta- 
blished at Cuttack with two subdivisions, one at Cuttack and the other 
at Jagatsinghapur. Anti-erosion measures like contour bunding, 
field bunding, land reclamation, water harvesting, gully control, stream 


bank erosion control are undertaken by the department. 


Plantation Programme 


Basically plantation programme aims at two important aspects. 
(}) protection and (ii) production. Plantation of trees is a good means 
‘o protect the land surface from the evil effect of erosion and also produces 
food, fibre, fuel, fodder for man and his live-stock. Plantations like 
Cashewnut, simoruba glauca, etc. are taken up in the district. 
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Achievement under different soil conservation measures till 1987-88 
is given below: 


(i) Plantation Programme 


(a) Private land .. 2,091°48 hectares 


(b) Government land .. 7,015°60 hectares 


(ii) Engineering structure 


(a) Water harvesting structure .. 132 Nos. 
(b) Farm ponds .. 178 Nos. 
(c) Gully control structure .. 24Nos. 
(d) Creek control .. 2units 
(ec) Stream bank erosion control .. 84°70 
(f) Spillway .. 3units 
(¢) Land reclamation .. 867 ecres 
IRRIGATION 


Out of the net cultivable area of 5,05,000 hectares (1980-81) in the 
district, it has been estimated that 7,67,555 hectares can be brought 
under irrigation through different sources as under. 


Major & Medium Irrigation Sector .. 5,65,000 hectares 


Minor Irrigation (Flow) a 66,535 hectares 
Minor Irrigation (Lift) ..  1,36,020 hectares 
Total .. 7,67,555 hectares 


The achievement by 31st March, 1982 was the following: 


Major & Medium Irrigation .. 2,04,790 hectares* 
Minor Irrigation (Flow) 18,407 hectares* 
Minor Irrigation (Lift) - 68,620 hectares 


—_—_— ee 


Total .. 23,91,817 hectares 





— 


‘* The Collector reports that the certified ayacut area upto 1990-91 is 1,74,700 
hectares for Major projects and 16,050 hectares for Minor projects and there are no 
Medium projects in the district. 
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Keeping the irrigation capacity of a particular project in view, it is 
termed major, medium or minor. A major project irrigates an area 
beyond 10,000 hectares. Medium Projects & Minor Projecis irrigate upto 
10,000 hectares and 2,000 hectares respectively. The percentage of 
irrigated area to cultivated area is about 42. 


History of Irrigation 


The vast deltaic plain of Cuttack district is frequently visited by floods 
in the three big rivers of the Mahanadi, the Brahmani and the Baitarani 
and their innumerable distributaries.The first proposal to utilise the waters 
of the afforesaid three rivers for irrigation was made in 1858 by General 
Sir Arthur Cotton who formulated the principles of irrigation and built 
the Krishna and Godavari canal systems. He recommended the same 
principles for the Mahanadi with special emphasis on making the canals 
navigable between Orissa & Midnapur and Calcutta port, especially at 
a tinie when the area was completely devoid of any road or train com- 
munication. As a sequel to this, the East India Irrigation and Canal 
Company was formed in 1860 to take up the construction activities. But 
due to constraint on resource, the company could not show satisfactory 
progress for the irrigation system to be of any real use during the terrible 
famine of 1866. With a view to providing relief labour to the distressed 
people, work had to be geared up. Hence Government of India purchased 
the entire scheme fora meagre sum of Rs. 1,09°00 lakhs at the then 
price. 


Anicuts were constructed at Naraj on Kathjodi, at Jobra on Mahanadi, 
at Jagatpur on Birupa, at Jokadia on Kharsuan, at Rudhbia on river 
Budha, at Jenapur on Brahmani and at Akhuapada on river Baitarani 
to supply irrigation water through a_ network of canal system known a6 
“coast canal” which was designed to provide navigable trade between 
Cuttack and Calcutta and also to irrigate the country through which 
it passed. This great scheme was later abandoned and only three reaches 
were completed by 1883; reaches I & II being in Cuttack district and 
reach No. [Lin Baleshwar district. Reaches I & If of Cuttack district 
have since been silted up and fallen into disuse. 


Construction of Hirakud Dam in the fifties of the current century 
led to the thinking of using the power house discharge for supplement- 
ng irrigation in existing irrigated area under Orissa Canal System 
inthe Mahanadi delta as well as extendingthe same to new areas of the 
delta, The Majumdar Committee appointed by Government of India 
'n 1952 examined the prospects of expansion of irrigation facilities in 
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the deltaand gave a number of proposals, basing on which M.G. 
Hiranadani and M. S. Thirumala Iyangar, Chief Engineer, Hirakud 
Dam Project, prepared a project report for Rs. 14°92 crores. Work 
in the new area inthe Mahanadi delta started from 1957 in two stages. 


(a) Stage-I—The scheme aimed at creation of additional irrigation 
facility in Birupa-Genguti island, Nuna-Chitrotpala island and Devi- 


Biluakhai island. 


(b) Stage-I[—It aimed at construction of a weir at Munduli on river 
Mahanadi and take out Puri Main Canal along with its branch canals 
and distributaries, etc. in Cuttack as well as in Puri districts. 


From irrigation point of view, the district is divided into 
Delta Irrigation Systems covering the whole of Mahanadt Delta and Orissa 
Canal System coming within the limits of Patia-Brahmani and Baitarani 
rivers. The Delta Irrigation System is again divided into Delta Stage-I 
and Delta Stage-II. Each stage covers four doabs (the area between 


two rivers). Under Delta Stage [| comes : 
(1) Mahanadi-Kathjodi-Devi doab 
(2) Mahanadi-Chitrotpala-Nuna-Birupa-Brahmanj doab 
(3) Nuna-Chitrotpala doab, and 
(4) Areatothe east of H. L. C., Range-I 
The Delta Stage-II covers the following doabs: 
(1) Kathjodi-Kushabhadra 
(2) Kushabhadra-Bhargavi 
(3) Daya-Bhargavi, and 
(4) Area to the west of Daya 


_ These projects and other projects, both completed and ongoing are 
discussed in the following pare graphs. 
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Completed Projects 


(a) Delta Stage-I--The old Delta Irrigation System offtaking from 
the anicuts at Jobra on river Mahanadi and at Jagatpur on river Birupa 
comes under Delta Stage-I. Naraj weir on river Kathjodi, although 
does not throw any canal system also comes under this system. This maso- 
iry anicut which is ungated and 1,180 metres long helps in maintaining 
the level of the artificial pond created due to construction of anicuts 
at Jobraand at Jagatpur. Naraj weir was constructed in 1865 ata 
cost of about Rs. 3°00 lakhs only. Thecrest of the weiris R. L. 72°6 ft. 
and it has got few sluices on the right flank to regulate and draw water 
into Kathjodi when required. The anicut pavement connecting both the 
banks of river Kathjodi also serves as means of communication by 
pedestrians and cyclists during off season. 


Jobra Weir on Mahanadi 


The construction of this weir was started in 1864 and completed in 
1869 at a cost of about Rs. 10°08 lakhs. The length of the weir between the 
abutments was 1939°35 metres (6363 {t.) and the crest level was kept at R. L. 
67°05 ft. In the year 1959, it was decided to remodel the weir with a 
view to raising the pond level by 2 ft. and to provide for discharge of larger 
volume of water into the canals for bringing additional area under irrigation. 
Automatic falling shutters were also fitted. Later in keeping with growing 
necessity under World Bank assistance, the weir was replaced by a barrage 
in a single package with Birupa barrage. 


The new Mahanadi Barrage is located 60 m. downstream of the old 
weir and its length is 1948 metres. It consists of 79 Nos. of spillway bays, 
8 Nos. of undersluice bays on right and 8 Nos. on the left side of the 
spillway. There is also a pre-stressed girder road bridge on the barrage 
connecting Cuttack city with Jagatpar which now comes within Cuttack 
Municipality, Designed discharg: of the barrageis 15,300cumecs. The 
H. F, L. including efflux of 0°3 metre is R. L. 23.35 metres, and the pond 
level is R. L. 21°20. metres. 


Birupa weir, on river Birupa at Jagatpur, was constructed during the 
Period 1864—1869 at an estimated cost of about Rs 2°25 lakhs. Its 
length in between the abutments was 1980 ft. and crest level was R. DL. 
62°80 ft. Like Jobra weir it had also got falling shu‘ters, but Jater in 
Course of remodelling in 1959, automatic falling shutters were fitted. 
Simultaneously with - Mahanadi barrage, the barrage across Birupa 
was also taken up with World Bank assistance in a single package and 
completed in 1989-90 at a cost of 130 crores of rupees. This barrage 
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consists of 12 No. of spillway bays and 3 No. of undersluice bays with 
a designed discharge of 2,070 cumecs. The road bridge on it is T beam 
girder bridge connecting Jagatpur with Chaudwar. 


The road complex on Mahanadi-Birupa Barrage has shortened 
the distance between Cuttack and Chaudwar. This new link has also 
opened tourism and picnic avenues in between the twin towns of Cuttack 
and Chaudwar. This was open to vehicular traffic in May 1990 on 


payment of tollage under the Indian Tolls Act, 1851 at the following 
rates: 


1. Motor car (a) With trailor .. Rs. 9°00 
(b) Without trailor .. Rs. 6°00 


2. Mint Bus/Minji Truck (a) With passengers/ Rs. 24°00 
goods 


(b) Unloaed »» Rs. 12°00 


Both the barrages are fitted with vertical lift gates of size 18 m. x 635m. 
for Birupa spillway and undersluices respectively. All these gates can 
be operated manually and by remote control system. 


The details of the canal systems offtaking from Mahanadi Barrage 
and Birupa Barrage are discussed below: 


Mahanadi Barrage 


(i) Taladanda Canal—It takes off from the right head regulator of 
Mahanadi Barrage at Jobra. Itis 82°20km. long. The canal hasa full 
supply depth of 3°08 m. at head and the bed width at head is 35°36 m. 
The maximum discharge capacity at head is 76°50 cumecs. Starting 
from Jobra, the canal] falls intothe river Mahanadi near Paradeep. There 
is one escape at Harishpur. Besides, there are six navigation locks at 
Biribati, Somepur, Tarpur, Tirtol, Taladanda and Paradeep. It has 
also got a branch canal going to Paradeep and a lock to the sea creek which 
is presently defunct. This canal is designed to irrigate 28,882 hectares 
in Cuttack Sadar and Jagatsinghapur subdivisions. 


(ii) Machhagen Canal—A distributary of Taladanda canal offtakes 
near Biribati and is about 52 km. long. It is navigable upto Biribati 
lock from the head, and it hasa discharge of 776 cubic ft. per second. 
This canal is designed to irrigate 34,426 ha.in Jagatsinghapur subdivision. 
This canal has got two escapes at Nawada and Nallio and four weirs at 
Kaijanga, Nawada, Chattra and Padmapur where there is a drop in the 
F, S. L. of the canal. 
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Iecluding Machhagan canal, there are altogether nine branch canals 
of Taladanda main canal with a total length of 484°63 km. The total 
length of the distribution system uptc minimum discharge capacity of 
24 cusecs is 785 km. The Gross Command Area (G.C. A.) and Cul- 
turable Command Area (C. C. A) of entire Taladanda canal system 


is 1,00,000 hectares and 72,611 hectares respectively. 


Birupa Barrage 
The following canal systems offtake from this barrage. 


(1) Kendraparha Canal—Previously it started from the right side of 
Birupa anicut. Consequent upon construction of Mahanadi-Birupa 
Barrage, it starts from the left of Mahanadi Barrage. After running for 
86:96 km. it falls into the Jambu river and is navigable. For facilitating 
navigation, there are 7 locks besides the head lock (at Jagatpur) at Barbodia, 
Kendupatna, Lokanathpur, Bosepur, Kalpara, Marshaghai and Jambu. 
Its full supply depth and bed width at the head is 2:83 m. and 21:03 m. 
respectively. Maximum discharge capacity at the head is 87:12 cumecs. 
This canal is designed to irrigate 50,659 hectares in Cuttack Sadar and 
Kendraparha subdivisions. 


(ii) Gobari canal is a branch of Kendraparha canal, wherefrom it takes 
off at 45 km. and after flowing for about 25 km. it falls into Gandakia 
river. This canal is designed to irrigate about 8,000 hectares in Kendra-~ 


parha subdivision. 


(iii) Gobari Extension Canal runs from Alava to Gandakia river in 
form of a connecting link over adistance of 9 km. This canal is designed 
to irrigate 7,572 hectares in Kendraparha subdivision. Navigation locks 
are there at Chokarda, Kendraparha and Gandakia on Gobari canal and 
at Alava on Gobariextension canal. The Gross Command Area and 
Culturable Command Area of Kendraparha canal system asa whole is 
1,27,000 hectares and 96,600 hectares respectively. 


(iv) Pattemumdai Canal—It takes off from the Kendraparha canal 
about 0°8 km. below its head and after flowing along Birupa river upto 
Indupur and then along Brahmani river, it meets the Goberi canal at 
Alava. The whole length of 75 km. of canal embankment functions 
as a flood embankment. Unlike Taladanda canal and Kendraparha canal 
it is not navigable. It has a discharge capacity of 14°16 cumecs together 
with Gobsri extension canal. It has been designed to irrigate 20,925 hecr 
tares in Cuttack Sadar and Kendraparha subdivisions. 
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Weirs have been constructed at Rameswar, Balichandrapur, Char- 
pada and Pevamundal to provide drops in the F. S. of the canal. 


(v) High Level Canal 


There are three ranges of the High Level Canal. Each is a contour 
canal initially designed to provide navigable route between Cuttack and 
Calcutta and also to irrigate adjoining lands. Under Delta Stage-I comes 
High Level Canal Range-I only which runs from the left side of Birupa 
Barrage upto Brahmani river at Jenapur. The total distance is 53 km. 
It is navigable. Full supply depth and bed width of the canal at the 
head is 1:88 m. and 2°95 m. respectively. Maximum discharge capacity 
at the head is 18°63 cumecs and the canal has got a G. C. A. of 23,000 
hectares and C. C. A. of 14,000 hectares. 


Besides the head lock, there are two navigation locks, one at 
Imamnagar and another at Jenapur. 


The Delta Stage-I canal system taken together was irrigating an 
area of 78,721 hectares before remodelling work under Stage-I of Delta 
Development was taken up in the late fifties. Until construction of 
Hirakud dam, there was practically no Rabi irrigation in the delta. But 
thereafter and after replacement of the Mahanadi weir and Birupa weir 
by two barrages, the ayacut under Delta Stage-I has been extended upto 
1,83,700 hectares Kharif and 91,000 hectares Rabi. 


(b) Delta Stage II 


Construction of Hirakud dam, besides providing igrrigation in 
Sambalpur and Balangir districts, enabled the state in enriching its 
power supply. Lower down, especially in the delta areas, it also 
moderated flood to a great extent. In addition to this, there was 
availability of water to irrigate land which was mostly dependent upon 
rainfall. This opportunity prompted the engineers and planners to 
extend irrigation facility to additional areas in Mahanadi Delta under 
the name Delta Stage-II. 


Delta Stage-II Irrigation system consists of a diversion weir at 
Munduli, across the river Mahanadi and new canal system in Cuttack 
and Puri districts at a total cost of 63°50 crores excluding the share 
of Hirakud dam, but including the remodelling cost of old Jobra and 
Jagatpur anicut (not replacement of anicuts by barrages). The location 
of the weir is about 5 km. upstream of existing Naraj weir. 
It is about 1,366 metres long. There was a system to provide double locks 
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upstream and downstream the weir connected bya channel for passing 
of boat traffic both ways. Construction of the weir was completed in 
1965-66 ata cost of Rs. 334:77 lakhs. But since the lock channel 
has not yet been opened due to non-completion of downstream lock 
chamber, inland water communication could not be established so far. 


Puri Main Canal takes off from the right side of the Munduli weir 
and after crossing rivers Kuakhai, Kushabhadra and Bhargavi through 
three major syphons, it travelsa total distance of 42 km. Its full 
supply depth and bed width at the head is 3.23 m. and 
53°34 m. respectively. Maximum discharge capacity at the head is 
186°36 cumecs. The canal has got seven branches with a total length 
of 542 km. Due to several constraints in providing irrigation as 
designed, full potential is never achieved. The stage-J] Delta System 
has potential of irrigating 1,52,606 hectares Kharif and 1,08,800 hectares 
Rabi out of which 17.097 hectares in Kharif and 10,258 hectarsin Rabi 
relates to Cuttack district and the balance to Puri district. Thus Delta 
stage-I & stage-Il have a total Kharif potential of (1,83,700 hectares + 
1,52,606 hectares) 3,36,306 hectares Kharif and (1,04,440+1,08,800) 
2,13,240 ‘hectares Rabi as detailed below. 





Doab benefited Kharif ayacut Rabi ayacut 


Stage-I 
(i) Mahanadi-Kathjodi-Devi 80,630 } 
hectares | 
(ii) Nuna-Gobari-Birupa-Brahmani_.. 90,860 } 
hectares | 
(iii) Nuna-Chitrotpala 3 12,210 | 
hectares 


1,04,440 


Total ie 1,83,700 1,04,440 
| 7 hectares | 
Stage-IT a eee 
(i) Kathjodi-Kushabhadra | 51,340 } 
hectares | 
(ii) Kushabhadra-Bhargavi - 38,510 
| | hectares }> 1,08,800 
(iii) Daya-Bhargavi os 53,900 | . 
| | | hectares | 
(vi) West of Daya 7 - 8,856 } 
: | _ hectares 


Total . 1,52,606 1,08,800 
| | hecteres 


Grand Total ers 3,36,306 
: | | | hectares 
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But the entire potential of 3,36,306 hectares could not be created due to 
sudden closure of the Delta Stage II Project. Balance potential of 
29,680 hectares Kharif is targetted to be ,created under I. A. P. to be 
discussed under ongoing schemes. 


Orissa Canal 


It has been discussed earlier that the great Bengal famine of 1866 
paved the way for creating a canal network in the then Orissa. The 
State was then under the Bengal presidency. The canal system 
that was created in the coastal area offtaking from different anicuts 
across rivers was, therefore, named the Orissa Canal System. 


The canal systems offtaking from the erstwhile anicuts at Jobra 
and Jagatpur under Delta Stage I also came under Orissa canals. The 
other schemes which came under Orissa Canals were High Level Canal 
Range II, Range III, Jajpur canal and Dudhei canal. H. L. C. Range 
IJ does not cater to the requirements of Cuttack district. It does so 
in Baleshwar district. All these schemes were constructed between 
the years 1864 and 1910 for both navigation and irrigation purposes 
in the deltaic region of Brahmani and Baitarani. The scheme 
envisaged construction of four numbers of weirs at  Jenapur, 
Jokadia, Rudhia and Akhuapada to create ponds interlinked with each 
other. 


(i) High Level Canal Range II—It offtakes from the Patia weir 
across river Patia (Kharsuan), a divided arm of river Brahmani at 
Jokadia. Its other name is Jokadia ancicut, which is 218 m. long. 
It runs from the left side of the weir overa distance of 19°6 km. and 
flushes into the pond at Akhuapada weir on Baitarani river. Thecanal 
was navigable and has got 47 km. of distributaries and minors. 


The Patia or Jokadia weir caused problems from the very beginning 
of its operation on account of considerable efflux in its upstream. 
Hence the shutters were removed. Later there were some modifications 
made in 1928. Butthe canal mostly remained in disuse. Consequently 
the structures inthe canal were destroyed. Since the area was frequently 
visited by severe flood, no importance was also paid to improve the 
irrigation system. After construction of Rengali dam across Brahmani 
river, the floods have been moderated greatly and there is a proposal 
to restore and renovate this canal and Jokadia anicut to give Kharif 
‘as well'as Rabi irrigation over an -area of 3,371 -hectares. 
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(ii) Jaipur Canal—The Budha weir on river Budha(an arm of 
river Baitarani which ultimately merges into river Kharsuan) at Rudhia 
is 160 m. long. Jajpur canal witha discharge capacity of 17 cumecs 
runs for about 10 km. from Rudhia to Jajpur and js designed to 
irrigate an areaof 13,098°70 hectares Kharif and 3,237 hectares Rabi. 


(iii) Dudhei Canal—The weir at Jonapur on river Brahmani is 1,219 m, 
long. Dudhei canal offtakes from this weir. Presently the canal 
is defunct. Under proposed Jokadia Irrigation Project, there isa 
proposal to remodel the Dudhei canal to carry its designed discharge 
of 5:20 cumecs at head for irrigation. 


(iv) The Baitarani Weir at Akhuapada and the H. L.C. Range III 
offtaking from it, were executed to serve the people of Baleshwar district, 


Ongoing Schemes 
(i) I. A. P. Urrigation Advancement programme) 


With a view to boosting up agricultural production in the country, 
Government of India launched a special programme for two years 
(1988-89 & 1989-90). Irrigation being the major input of agriculture, 
the State Government took up Irrigation Advancement Programme for 
this purpose during the period with plan funds. Under this special 
scheme, 15 different canals were taken up in the district which were 
previously left incomplete due to closure of Delta Irrigation Project 
to create additional irrigation potential of 8,820 hecteres Kharif and 6,430 
hectares Rabi mostly in Jagatsinghapur and Kendraparha subdivisions. The 
works are still ongoing. 


(ii) IMahanadi-Chitrotpala Project 


Irrigation works in Mahanadi-Chitrotpala island which forms 
a part of the Delta Stage I Project was deferred for being taken up 
later, with the approval of Central Water Commission and Planning 
Commission. Work was started from 1990-91 ata cost of Rs. 93°07 
Crores. The scheme aims at construction of a syphon at village 
Harichandanpur to convey the water from Kendraparha canal underneath 
Chitrotpala river and another at Krishnanandapur to cross the Paika 
river. There will be main canal of 51°50 km. and distributaries 
Minors,etc, of 158 km. to serve the G. C. A. of 27,920 hectares and 
C.C.A. of 19,540 hectares respectively. 
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¢iii) Birupa-Genguti Island Irrigation Project 


A scheme for irrigating the area bounded by Birupa and Genguti 
rivers in Mahanadi Delta was made in original ‘Orissa Canals’ 
of 1860 implemented by the East India Irrigation Company. But it 
was thought to be improper to close the Genguti branch, which would 
otherwise increase the flood problem tn the Birupariver. Syphoning 
@w large river was also then not to be considered an _ easy task. 
However, with availability of modern technology and keeping the 
irrigation need ofthe island area, it was decided to take up the irrigation 
project by taking out an offtaking canal from the existing Pattamundai 
canal through a syphon across the Birupa river along with a _ cross 
regulator in Pattamundai canal and distribution system in the island 
to provide irrigation over 5,160 hectzres G.C. A. and 3,870 hectares.C.C.A. 
Work commenced in 1988-89 and its revised cost stands at 
Rs. 10°00 crores. 


(iv) Creek Irrigation 


The rivers in the delta have thrown innumerable creeks into the Bay 
of Bengal. Besides, there are a number of drainage channels. During 
monsoon months, water in the creeks and channels is sweet and useful for 
utilisation. Inthe rest part ofthe year water is saline especially due to 
tidal action. In order to prevent tidal inundation, structures are 
constructed across these creeks with provision for shutters. 
Thus the water in the upstream area of the structures remains sweet for 
irrigation purpose. Farmers nearby lift their water either manually 
or through water pumps to irrigate their land. No water rate 
is charged for such irrigation. This scheme was adopted in Orissa in 
1984-85 on the line of the scheme introduced in the coastal belt of 
Gujarat. In Cuttack district the following eight creek projects have 
been executed to irrigate about 2,500 hectares of land: 


1. Gobanga-Betunasi Nalla 
2. Gopalpur-Brahmani Mahara 
3. Kalikapur Nalla 
4. Godamahara 
5. Baghuni Nalla 

«6. Chandi Baunsanali to Gupti 
7, Baruna Nalla 


8. Budhia Mahara | 
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(v) Rengali Irrigation project 


~ Rengali Irrigation Project is under execution with its head works 
at Samal in Dhenkanal district. The right main canal system of this 
project when completed willirrigate 63,812 hectares in the district alone 
(Cuttck Sadar and Athagarh subdivisions). Further the left canal 
system will irrigate 51,617 hectares in Jajpur subdivision. 


(vi) Delta Development Plan 


_ Astudy conducted by the Chief Engineer, Delta and Flocd Ccntrel 
in 1992 indicates that out of 2,843 km. and 2,636°71 km. of canals, 
distributaries, minors and sub-minors, 213°17 km. and 552:84 km. are 
defunct in Delta Stage Iand Delta Stage JI respectively. Consequently 
18,863 hectares and 35,232 hectares of area respectively remain deprived of 
irrigation facilities. Restoration of these channels by way of reconstruc- 
tion of structures and channels, strengthening of canal embankments, 
resectioning of canal bed, etc. is very much necessary. The maintenace 
grant of Rs. 200 per hectare as recommended by the 9th Finance 
Commission is not adequate to meet the requirement especially when 
amajor portion of the allotment is spent on the staff employed for 
the purpose. However, within the available plan resources and pending 
clearance of the comprehensive Delta Development Plan Project Report, 
the State Government have made a beginning in 1990-91 in taking up 
restoration works in selected patches under the name of Delta Develop- 
ment Plan. Although this scheme will not create any additional irrigation 
potential, it is likely to stabilise the potential already created. 


(11) N.W.M.P. (National Water Management project) 


Asin other disciplines, there are various deficiencies also in irrigation 
sector. Consequently full potential created for Kharif and Rabi irrigation 
is not achieved. This is not only peculiar to Orissa but also elsewhere. 
These deficiencies are mainly the followings: — 


(i) Outlets are either very large or very small to meet the water 
demand of the areathe outlet feeds. They are also not located 
at the appropriate places. 


(ii) There are inadequate number of cross regulators to maintain 
the canal level. 

(iii) There are no measuring devices. 

(iv) Shutters in the outlets are either damaged or not existing. 

(v) Structures are either damaged or inadequate. 


(vi) Carrying capacity of the channels has been reduced due to 
siltation, weed growth, etc. 
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With aview to overcoming these deficiencies, the N.W.M. Project 
has been taken up in the State with World Bank assistance since 1991-92. 
Cuttack district is one of the beneficiaries. The scheme aims at increasing 
productivity by providing a more reliable and equitable irrigation 
service after removing some major deficiencies like proper outlets, 
cross-regulators, repairs/replacements of shutters/structures and de-silta- 
tion/de-weeding, etc. In other words it means system improve- 
ment. The irrigation systems under N.W.M.P. which comes within 
Cuttack district are (i) Distributary No.84, ex-Kendraparha Canal (Pundalo 
branch canal and Karandia branch canal) and (ii) Phulnakhara distributary 
over an area of 4 ,623 hectares, 7,102 hectares and 2,880 hectares 
respectively. 
Drainage 
Irrigation is one of the most important inputs of agriculture. But 
irrigation without adequate drainage facility is harmful instead 
of becoming beneficial. Shri B. Sivaraman, I. C.S., Deputy Chair- 
man, State Planning Board, Orissa addressed in August 1990 the Ministry 
of Agriculture, Government of India expressing his concern over the low 
productivity of crops with particular reference to rice in Mahanadi Delta, 
due to. improper water arrangement practices. On his suggestion, 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Government of India constituted an Expert 
Team under the Chairmanship of Shri Bhagat Singh, Joint Secretary 
(Fisheries), Ministry of Agriculture, with Members from other disciplines 
and organisations. The team went into the details of the constraints 
which hinder the increase in rice production in the Delta and 
felt that “one of the major constraints for low productivity of rice in the 
State in the districts of Cuttack and Puri is the drainage congestion. 
An area of around 2°3 lakh hectares out of 5°] lakh hectares of Kharif 
rice areain Cuttack and about 2:0 lakh hectares out of 3°3 lakh hectares 
of Kharif rice area in Puri district islow lying. Out of this about 20,000 
hectares in Cuttack and 56,000 hectares in Puri are badly affected due 
to drainage congestion /water-logging. In these low lying areas/pats, 
water remains stagnant upto a depthranging from 0°3 m.to 2 m. In most 
of the water logged areas, water depth remains more than 1 m.even upto 
November”, 
The causes of water-logging and drainage congestion in Mahanadi 
Delta are: 
(a) The alluvial deltaic plain is very flat in topography and the 
high flood level of the rivers almost overhang the flat land. 


(b) The delta is criss-crossed by innumerable distributaries which 
fall either into the sea or into the lake Chilika. There are also dozens 
of creeks. The beds of most rivers have been silted up. In the result 
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bed level of the river appears higher than the level of the adjoining fields. 
Although there are embankments at several places, the flow of water 
towards the fields continues through seepage, even if there is no breach 
in the embankment. 


- (c) Excessive irrigation and excessive rainfall—The Indian Irrigation 
Commission as long ago as in 1901-03 specified two reasons as to why 
Orissa canals have fallen short of expectations. They are (i) small area 
in which irrigation water is supplied and (ii) low water rate. The Commiss- 
ion observed that in Krishna-Godavari Delta, irrigation has become 
quite successful because in those areas, rainfall did not exceed 40", whiere- 
as in Orissa it is about 60” per annum. It is only in the year of uneven 
distribution and low rainfall that irrigation is felt necessary. Further in the 
canal systems of Krishna-Godavari, field channels are responsible for 
the growth of irrigation which are almost absent in Orissa canal system. 
It is from field to field resulting thereby in wastage of water. 
This unsatisfactory state of affairs continues even today + resulting 
thereby in wastage of irrigation water in Rabi season and water- 
logging in the Kharif season. No doubt under the Command Area 
Development Programme, some field channels have been constructed 
but much remains to be done in this regard. 


(d) The Delta is divided into eight numbers of doabs. Each doab has 
got several drainage systems, each with one outfall drain. Secondary 
drains discharge into these outfall drains. There are altogether 23 
drainage systems with 920 km. of outfall drains and 1,880 km. of 
secondary drains. The important drainage systems in Cuttack district 
are (i) Hansua Barnala-Brudhanai, (ii) Alaka, (iii) Madhusudanpur- 
Gobari, (iv) Singarpur-Nagpur-Alaka-Baruna, (v) Gobars, (vi) Baghuni, 
(vii) Chhota.Genguti and (viii) Matagunjar. Most of these drainage 
channels are open ditches. For lack of prorer maintenance, they 
are either silted up or infested with weeds mostly water 
hyacinth and Ipomoea cornes. During dry spells, nearby farmers 
block the drains by erecting cross bunds for taking out water 
for irrigation. Temporary roads and bridges constructed indiscriminately 
also cause hindrance to the free and smooth flow of drain water. 
The lands along the drainage channels being fertile and having easy 
access to water for irrigation have also been encroached upon at several 
places. 

(2) Although the existing drainage system was developed to drain 
the normal areas under irrigation command, the ‘Pat’ lands are not 
connected to any natural drainage system. Consequently water continues 
to stagnate in those areas even during Rabi season. 
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(f) Almost uninterrupted irrigation is another cause of drainage 
problem. Outlets are open in most places as the shutters are removed 
by miscreants, Hence there is no controlled irrigation too.- ‘Warabandi’ 
has not made much impact so far. Whether irrigation is necessary or 
not, the canals system operates in full during Kharif season too. As a 
matter of fact there is practically no lean period even for repair works. 


The Central team under the chairmanship of Bhagat Singh 
observed that multipronged attack has to be launched to tackle the 
problems thrown up by overwatering and water-loggingand simultaneous 
and phased action is required to overcome the difficulties. The suggested 
measures in this regard are: 


(a) There should be rotational irrigation supply. 


(b) Existing drains should be maintained prcrerly and kept fully 
functional by regular maintenance of bunds, fpericdical 
de-silting and treatment of water weeds, etc. | 


(c) In Kharif season, if there 1s adequate rainfall, there should 
be no irrigation. Instead, water should be released into the 
river in lieu of canals. When rainfall is inadequate, irrigation 
water may be supplied for nursery raising, transplanting 
and protective irrigation. 


(d) All canal outlets and structures should be restored as per 
designs. 


(ce) Field channels where not present, may be constructed and 
maintained properly, so that field to field irrigation is avoided, 


(f) Lowelying waterslogged lands should be drained by digging 
field drains to take excess water to the natural drainage facility. 
On the other hand deep depressions wherefrom water 
cannot be drained out by open drains, may be utilised for 
Rabi irrigation by pumping. 


(g) There should be planned conjuctive use of surface water and 
ground water. Surface water irrigation in Delta Command 
is without proper surface drainage. The ground water 
potential has also not been tapped to the desired extent. 
Consequently there is rise in the ground water table leading 
to water-logging and salinisation and affecting crop growth 
severely. With 1 increasing intensity of irrigation and tendency 
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on the part of the farmers to over apply irrigation from surfi.ce 

water, the problem has aggravated. Hence simultaneous 
development of ground water especially through dug-wells 
and shallow tube-wells will lower the water table, provide 
vertical drainage and thus can prevent water-logging and 
salinisation. Areas already water-logged can also be 
reclaimed by this. 


(h) Recycling of drainage water into tail-end canals by means 
of pumps will be useful. 


(i) Clearance of weeds and water-hyacinth from drains should 
be made at intervals to maintain adequate waterway. 


Minor Irrigation (Flow) 

A Master Plan of Minor Irrigation Projects in Orissa has been 
prepared in 1989. It aims at bringing out an inventory of Minor 
Irrigation (Flow) Projects having C.C.A. from 24 hectares upto 2,000 
hectares. The M.1. sector which was previously administered by the 
State Irrigation Department is presently being administered by the 
Rural Development Department. 


The following isthe abstract of M. I. potential of the district as 
brought out inthe Master Plan: 





Categories of Project No. of Designed Ayacut in hectares 
Projects oo 
Kharif Rabi Total 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (9) 





—_—— 


1. Existing projects 


(a) Completed .. 79 15,084:30 3,847°75 18,932:05 
(b) Partly derelict oT 2,370°95 66°75  2,437°70 
(c) Completely derelict .. 209 7,197-02 80°92 7,277°94 
(d) On-going . 2B 4.09253 1,29674 _ 5,389'27 

Total  972.~*~*« 744-80 —5,292°16 34,036°96 


2. Projects under investigation 


(a) Projects under investigation and 42 15,955°46 5,141°70  21,097°15 
approved by T. A. C. 


(b) ie investigated and approved 42 17,372°47 3,303°64 22,676°11 
y T. A. C. 





Total 84 33,32793  10,445°34 43,773-27 
3. Projects to be investigated - 14 4,161:94  1,502°02 —_5,663-96 
Grand Total “470 .-—«66,23467—«17,239°S2 83,474-19 


_— 





a creep te 
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The Minor Irrigation Project may be a reservoir project or a 
diversion weir project. Of the completed 79 projects in the district, 
47 are small reservoir projects, 28 are diversion weirs and 4 are 
tanks. Of the 71 partly derelict projects, 45 are small reservoir 
projects, 17 are diversion weirs and 9 are tanks. The important 
completed minor irrigation projects having irrigation potential of 500 
hectares Kharif and above are Sapua (1,016 hectares) in Athgarh Block, 
Kusumpur (890 hectares) in Tangi-Chaudwar Block, Hadua 
(850 hectares) in Badamba Block, Kalkala (728 hectares) in Badchana 
and Mangalpur in Sukinda Block, Gandhanali (677 hectares) in Tangi- 
Chaudwar Block. Of the ongoing projects, Suhagi (2,000 hectares) 
in Narasinghapur Block, is one of the most efficient minor irrigation 
projects inthe State. Its available water can irrigate more extent of 
land than its designed ayacut. Most of the completely derelict projects 
have got less than 25 hectares commanding capacity, excepting 
Kanjiapal in Sukinda I Block which had an _ ayacut of 485 hectares. 
It is programmed to renovate the partly derelict and completely 
derelict projects in a phased manner. 


Minor-Irrigation (Lift) 

Cuttack district because of its location within Mahanadi Delta is 
rich in ground water resources. It has been observed that on an 
average, the fluctuation on water level from maximum level during 
summer is 2°34 metres. Further the ground water table during rainy 
season approaches the ground surface and remains just telow it within 
Q to 1 metre depth. In low-lying areas it comes above ground 
surface causing thereby submergence to standing crops and water- 
logging. Although rainfallis the principal contributor of ground water- 
resources, seepage from the canal distribution system and deep percola- 
tion from irrigation fields contribute sutstantially to the recharging of 
the ground water. 


The history of development of ground water resources especially 
for irrigation is quite old in Cuttack district. It started with open 
dug-wells and manually operated lifting devices. But drafting of 
ground water through this means is not high. On account of small 
land holding, discontinuous and low investment capacity, the farmers 
did not set up pump sets for drafting. Of late NABARD, State 
Bank of India, Orissa State Co-operative Bank and Orissa State 
Co-operative Land Development Bank have supported the minor 
irrigation schemes in the private sector by way of advancing loans. 
By the end of 1987-88, 19,140 hectares and 7,370 hectares of Jand 
were irrigated in the district through various dug-wells and filter 
point tube-wells respectively. 
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On the public sector side, the Orissa Lift Irrigation Corporation 
is in exclusive charge of development of minor lift irrigation 
‘schemes including public tube-wells since 1973. This Corporation 
has estimated that out ofthe ultimate irrigation potential of 8,87,310 
hectares in the State (2,37,310 through tube-well and 6,50,000 through 
river lift), Cuttack district alone has got the potential of 1,36,020 ha. 
(86,920 hectares tube-well potential-+49,100 ha. river lift potential). 
By the end of 1991-92, 68,620 hectares of irrigation potential was created 


through 1,236 numbers of tube-wells and 1,887 numbers of river lift 
points. Most of the lift points are located in areas which are not served 


by surface water irrigation supplies. Want of electric supply stands 
on the way of large scale development of lift irrigation schemes. 


Consequent upon construction of Munduli weir, two major lift 
distributary systems were executed; one is the Jayapur distributary 
and the other is the Bamra-Godisahi distributary with potential of 
about 1,455 hectares and 670 hectares respectively along the right bank terri- 
tory of river Mahanadi. But the defective construction of these 
distributaries makes them unable to bring the designed area under 
command of irrigation. | 


Efficient land and water management depends on striking a 
balance between surface irrigation and lift irrigation. The conjuctive 
use of ground water with surface canal water has got the following 
advantages: 


(i) Ground water can be used for raising nurseries when canal 
water is not available. 


(ii) Canal water supply can be augmented by ground water 
at the time of stress andinthe areas of stress, 


(iii) There can be more diversification of Rabi crops in choosing 
higher water demanding crops and cash crops. 


(ivy) Ground water can work as a second line of defence in the 
period of drought. 


(v) Simultaneous development of ground water will lower the 
water table and prevent water-logging and salinisation. 


Unfortunately, these advantages have not been given due 
attention so far. The comprehensive Delta Development Plan 
among other works also aims at developing the ground water 


Potential in the district. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


256 CUTTACK 
Embankments 


Though canals were of recent construction in Orissa and 
owned their origin to the private enterprise of the East India 
Irrigation Company, the embankments had existed from the earliest 
times. There is a long gap in history which makes jt difficult to 
trace when and how the miles of earthen embankments were 
constructed at the vulnerable places so as to trainthe course of rivers 
in the delta areas. It is believed that some of these embankments 
existed during the reigns of the Hindu kings and inthe Maratha 
period. In the Final Report on “The Survey and Settlement of the 
Province of Orissa (1980—~-1900)” S. L. Maddox writes for Cuttack 
district “for protection from inundation a portion ofthe district has 
from time immemorial been guarded by embankments and under the 
British Rule that protection has been systematised and large sums have 
been expended onthe perfecting of embankments”. He adds “under 
the Marhatta Government the zamindars were bound to maintain 
embankments and for this purpose were allowed certain deductions 
from their Jama. On account ofthe failure of this system the 
British Government undrertook itself the maintenance and repairs 
of the embankments.” 


In 1866-67, W. C. Taylor was deputed to make an accurate 
record of all existing Government and zamindari embankments, 
He reported that there were about 5,104 miles of Government embank- 
ments and 248 miles of zamindari embankments in Cuttack district. 
He considered that another 498 miles were required to complete the 
system but his proposals were not accepted. In 1872,R. H. Rhind 
mentioned in his report about existence of 658 miles of embankments 
and he considered that this total length should be increased to 707 
miles. In 1881, it was decided to maintainthe embankments as they 
were, until exoiry of settlemant proceedings (1890—1900).In 1894 C. W. 
Odling, the Chief Engineer of Irrigation Department prepared 
a complete list of embankments to be maintained and abandoned. 
He divided the embankments into five classes. Class I embankments 
were connected with the canals and were to be kept intact, Class II 
embankments on large rivers above high flood levels were to be 
maintained p2rminently, Class Il embankments were to be abandoned 
in future after abandoning the Class IV and V, Class IV embankments 
were of no real use and Class V-— were practically abandoned as 
the tract they supposed to protect were already covered by Class I 
embankments. 
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Nowadays there exist three types of embankments, viz., (i) 
Capita} Embankments, (ii) Orissa Agricultural Embankments and (iif) 
Test Relief Embankments inthe district. The total length of 51 
capital embankments is 730-42 km., 98 O. A. E. embank- 
ments is 75560 km. and 219 Test Relief embankments is 
732°33 km. Besides, there are 61 numbers of saline embankment 
with a total length of 708 km.along the coast. The canal embank- 
ments and some capital intensive embankments like those around 
Cuttack town are categorised as capital embankments. The O. A. E. 
embankments and saline embankments are those constructed chiefly 
‘as protective embankments for protecting the lands and houses from 
‘flood water and saline water respectively during flccds and_ tides. 
These embankments also serve as road ccmmunication inthe interiors 
for vehicular traffic. The Test Relief Embankments are constructed 
mainly out of flood relief (FDR) grants released by the Revenue 
Department and are not broad enough for vehicular traffic. They 
also serve as protective embankments in small flocds. About 90 
per cent of such embankments are maintained by the Irrigation 
Department and the rest by the Revenue Department. All C. E. and 
O.A.E. embankments are maintained by the Irrigation Department. 
Names of some important embankments of each category are 
given in Appendix I of this chepter. A map showing the embankment 
system including saline embankments is given at the end of this book. 


Out of 11,000 sq. km. liable to flood in this district about 
7,500 sq.km. were provided with protection embankments by the end 
of 7th Plan period. Sluices are provided in embankments to release 
discharges from drains or nallas falling into the rivers. When there 
is high flood or high tide they are closed and therefore drain water 
inundates surrounding areas. The channels of river Mahanadi have a 
fairly strong embankment system but the river Brahmani and the 
Baitarani doabs are still vulnerable. Master Plans for flood protec- 
tion works in Baitarani and Brahmani rivers are under preparation 
by the Irrigation Department. 


Hirakud dam and Rengali dam constructed onthe Mahanadi and 
Brahmani rivers respectively are operated in such a way that river- 
discharge at the head of the delta does not exceed the maximum 
flood discharge for which embankments are designed. But when 
it is not. possible, flood forecasting-warning is given in advance to 
‘People to vacate low-lying areas which are likely to be affected by the 
flood (for. example, . 1980,..1982, 1991-high floods of Mahanadi). 
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They created breaches even in C.E. & O. A. E. embankments 
causing sand casting and tremendous devastation in cultivated land. 
Besides embankments, revetments and spurs have been constructed 
on the banks of rivers to arrest erosion which brings about failure of 
embankments by scouring. 

The opinion expressed by the Pexpert Committee of 1927 on the 
utility cf the flood protection embarkments may be seen in the 
paragraph on flood remedics appcaring eleswhere in this chapter. 

SOILS 

Occurrence of different soils inthe district are closely related to 
broad physiographic divisions and their genesis is dependent on micro 
topographical situation and geomorphology of different land types. 


Taking the differences in nature and characteristics into  considera- 


tion, the soils of the district are classified into four prominent 
broad groups, the description of which is given below. 


(i) Coastal Alluvium and Saline Inundated Soil 


The soluble salts of this soil are due to presence of saline rivers 
and being submerged bythe tidal waves. The character of soluble 
salts are generally neutral and the elements of sodium, magnessium, 
chloride and sulphates are found in it. Besides, some chlorides and 
sulphates of calcium and pottasetum are also present. Sometimes 
bicarbonates and carbonates are also found inthe soil. The salinity 
of the upper level as well as inthe lower level of the soil changes 
from time to time during the year. In rainy season the salinity is 
deteriorated being washed away by gravitational flow and_perco- 
lation of rain water. As a result, the soil becomes suitable to some 
extent for the production of crops in rainy season, but when the rain 
ceases the salinity of lower level comes up by capillary rise which 
makes the soil unsuitable for cropping during Decembeer to June. So 
only paddy cultivation is possible in this soil in rainy season and in 
the rest of the year it remains fallow. 


The cultivation of barley, safflower, linseed, cotton, chilly, 
bitter gourd and pumpkin, etc. can be grown in this type of soil. 
Entire Rajanagar and a part of Kujanga Block and eastern parts of 
Balikuda, Ersama, Mahakalapada, Pattamundai come under _ this 
soil class. 


(ii) Deltaic Alluvial Soil 
This kind of soil is found in western side of Balikuda, Erasama, 
Mahakalparha, Pattamundai. The entire Nuagan, Raghunath. 


pur, Jagatsinghapur, Marshaghai, Garadapur, Kendraparha, Derabish, 
Aul Rajkanika and Niali Blocks also coming under this class of soil, 
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The texture of this soil is generaily sandy, sandy loam ,silty loam, 
clay loam to heavy clay. On the whole this alluvial soil is fertile. 
In some places deficiency of nitrogen and phosphorus is marked. 
The soil is slightly acidic to neutral. The cultivation of paddy, 
wheat, jute, sugarcane, pulses, groundnut and other oilseed crops 
are grown in this soil. 


(iii) Laterite Soil 


This group of soil is found in Jajpur, Banki and Athagarh 
agricultural districts except Badamba and Narasinghapur Blocks. In this 
soil lateritic stone is generally found within two metres. This lateritic 
zone is hard and having small pores inside depending upon 
the location. Generally, it is made up of quartz and oxides of iron and 
aluminium. This soil is porous and powdery in dry conditions. 
It is generally infertile, acidic and deficiency in nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potash andcalctum. The cultivation of paddy, wheat, ragi, pulses 
and vegetable crops can successfully be grown under application of 
recommended doses of fertiliser. 


(iv) Red Soil (Sandy and Loam) 


This soil is generally found in WNarasinghapur and Badamba 
Blocks of Athagarh Agricultura] District. This type of soil is light 
textured, porous, well drained and low in water holding capacity. 
The production capacity of this soil is restricted tothe crops grown 
under rainfed condition. This soil is free from salinity. Due to 
presence of iron oxide inthe soil the colour is generally red. The 
soil is moderately acidic and deficient in nitrogen, molybdenum and 
buron. The phosphorus is not available to the crops as it is present 
in binded condition due to presence of free iron and aluminium 
oxide. The cultivation of upland paddy, millets, wheat and pulses 
can successfully be grown in this soil. 


CROPS 


The staple crops of the district are paddy, wheat, maize, Mung, 
Biri, Arhar, groundnut, sesamum, caster, mustard, sugarcane and 
potato. The important fruit crops are coconut, mango, cashew-nut 
and banana. Among fibre crops jute and mesta are grown. 
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Rice 


Rice which is the principal crop was grown in 5,15,000 hectares 
in 1988-89 and the break up is as follows: 





Area in Produc Yield rate per 

‘000 ha. tion in hectare in quintals 

‘000 ———_A~--- 

tonnes Rice Paddy 

1. Autumn rice (Biali) 58 64 11:04. 16°72 
2. Winter rice (Sarad) 457 647 14°15 21°44 
3.Total Kharif F 515 711 13°80 20:93 
4, Summer rice  (Dalua) 2386 5061 21-21 32°14 
5. Grand Total 3 538°86 761°61 14°31 21°70 


High yielding varieties of paddy (H.Y.V.)are not generally grown in 
Autumn rice and normal varieties are not grown in Summer rice. 
Out of the Kharif acreage, H.Y.V. paddy was grown in 2,81,900 hecteres 
and normal variety in 2,33,100 hectares. The entire acreage in Summer 
paddy was covered with H.Y.V. giving a production of 50,610 
tons with a yield rate of 21:21 quintals ofrice per hectare. 


The reports of the Directerate of Statistics & Ecconcmics on the 
yield rate of rice in 1988-89 as follows: 


(Conversion to paddy 


at 66%) 
(a) Autumn rice (clean) 15°33 Qtls./ha. Za 22 
(b) Winter rice (clean) | 16°93 ” 25°65 
(c) Summer rice (clean) 22°56 ™ 34:18 
(d) Total rice (clean) 16°95 " 25°68 


Mr. James Settlement Report shows that in the crop cutting 
experiments conducted in 1899 and 1911, the average yield rate of 
paddy was 23 maunds 18 seers (8-75 Qtls.) on irrigated land and 
17 maunds 36 seers (6°70 Qtls.) on un-irrigated land per acre which 
worked out 21°62 Quntls. and 15:56 Qntls. per hectare respectively. 
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The experiments conducted from 1917 to 1929 (vide Dalziel*s Settle- 
ment Report) shows the same to be 23 maunds 33 seers (21-96 Qontls. 
per hectare) on irrigated land and 17 maunds 16 seers (16-05 Qntls. 
per hectare) of paddy on un-irrigated land. The results of experiments 
done by the Attestation Officers of 1922-32 Settlement showed an 
average outturn of 19 maunds 21 seers (18 Qntls. per ha.) on 
irrigated land and 15 maunds 28 seers 11 chks. (14:47 Qntls. per ha.) 
of paddy on un-irrigated land per acre. The mean figures of random 
sampling experiments in Sadar Subdivision in the years 1928-29, 
1929-30 and 1930-31 were 21:03 maunds (19°36 Qntls. per ha.), 22°47 
maunds (20°72 Qntls. per ha.), 25°10 maunds (23°26 Qntls. per ha.) of 
paddy per acre respectively. The experiments in some principal 
flooded areas of the district produced the following results per acre 
respectively: 


Md. Seers Chks. 
1925-26 Jajpur a 13 34 15 (12°79 per ha.) 
1926-27 Dharmashala .. 12 14 10 (11°38 per ha.) 
1927-28 Kendraparha .. 14 17 10 (13:29 per ha.) 


However, the average of Cuttack district inthe last Settlement 
period (1922-32) was 17 maunds 9 seers 3 Chks. (6°43 Qnitls.) per acre, Le., 
15:90 Qntls. of paddy per hectare. So the present yield rate gives an 
average increase of about 60% over the average of 1922—32 over a period 
of about 60 years. There are, of course, several constraints for substantial 
increase in average productivity, the chief among them being a large 
area subjected to water-logging, salinity, want of proper drainage and 
non-adoption of dry land farming practices to ward-off erratic rain- 
fall, ete. 


The varieties grown are very numerous. There,are three regular 
paddy crops viz.,(1) biali or early rice, sownin May or June and reaped 
in August and September; (2) Sarad or Winter rice, sown or transplanted 
in June and July and harvested between October and January; and 
(3) Dalua or Summer rice which is sown after the floods have 
subsided and is harvested in March and April. 


Wheat 


Wheat is the next important cereal crop ofthe district. It is grown 
on upland fields after rice and generally on loamy or silt-covered soil. 
During 1988-89 it was cultivated over an area of 4°31 thousand hectares, 
The production was 8°45 thousand tonnes and the yield was 19°60 
quintals per hectare. The high yielding varieties like Sonalika 
aré now popularly cultivated by the farmers of the district. 
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Maize 


The other important cereal crop grown inthe district is maize, 
It was cultivated over an area of 3°93 thousand hectares in 1988-89, 
The production was 5:25 thousand tonnes and the yield was 13°36 
quintals per hectare. The introduction of high yielding variety viz., 
Vijaya, Ganga-5 and Jawahar has helped the cultivators in getting a 
higher yield by using their own seed stock. An area of 1:98 thousand 
hectares was put under high-yielding (Kharif) maize, whereas the 
common local varieties were cultivated in 1°48 thousand hectares. 


Ragi 


_ The area under ragi was 8°69 thousand hectares during 1988-89, 
the production being 8°39 thousand tonnes and the yield rate being 
9°65 quintals per hectare. This crop is grownin both Kharif and 
Rabi season. Improved varieties of ragi are AKP-2 and Dibyasingha. 


Pulses 


Green gram (Mung), black gram (Biri), Arhar and cowpea are 
cultivated inthe district. The total area under pulses was 311°60 
thousand hectares in 1988-89. Production was tothe tune of 188:76 
thousand tonnes with an average yield of 4:29 quintals per hectare. * 


Among the pulses Mung is the most important covering 125-39 
thousand hectares followed by Biri, which covered 120-54 
thousand hectares in 1988-89. Pusa Baisakhi, a short duration (65 
days) Mung variety has been introduced in this district. The short 
duration high yielding varieties like Jyoti, Sujata, K-851 and T-44 
are also popular among the farmers of the district. 





* The Directorate of Statistics & Econcmics reports the yield rate 
of pulses and oilseeds in 1988-89 as follows: 


(a) Mung 5°44 Qntls./he. 
(b) Biri 6°55 

(c) Groundnut 15°62 

(d) Til 5°09 

(e) Mustard 5°32 
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Oil-seeds 


Groundnut, sesamum, mustard, cowpea and linseed are the major 
oil-seeds cultivated inthe district. Among minor crops mention may 
be made of caster, sunflower and safflower. During 1988-89, the 
total area under oil-seeds was 114°98 thousand hectares and the 
production figure was 14602 thousand tonnes. The yield rate was 
{2°70 quintals per hectare. Groundnut was the most important 
oil-seed which covered 87:23 thousand hectares. Sesamum was 
cultivated in 13°34 thousand hectares followed by mustard in 12°30 
thousand hectares, caster in 1°02 thousand hectares. Among _ the 
improved varieties of groundnut AK-12-24 Kisan, J-11, ICGS-44 and 
Jawan are cultivated and short duration mustard variety M-27, 
Barum, Pusabold is popular. 


Commercial Crop 


Sugar-cane, mesta and jute are grown as commercial crops in the 
district. Cotton and tobacco are also cultivated on a limited scale. 
Sugar-cane was grown over an area of 4°70 thousand hectares in 
1988-89, the production being 33°84 thousand tonnes (in terms of 
Gur) with an yield rate of 72°00 quintals per hectare. The improved 
varieties of sugar-cane grown in the district are Co. 997, Co. 527, 
Co. 419, Co. 975, Co. 6304, Co. 62175 and Co. 740. 


Mesta was cultivated in 1:49 thousand hectares during 1988-89 and 
8°87 thousand bales * were produced with an yield of 5:85 bales per hectare. 
Jute was cultivated in 21:49 thousand hectares in 1988-89 and 196°20 
thousand bales were prcduced with an yield of 9:13 bales per hectare. 
Some improved varieties of jutes like JRO-878 have been introduced 
in the district. 


Condiments and spices 


Chilli, corriander, garlic, ginger, onion and turmeric constitute 
the main condiments and the spices grown in this district. Chilli is the 
most important. This crop covered an area of 12:22 thousand hectares 
in 1988-89 and the production was 10-64 thousand tonnes with an average 
yield of 8-71 quintals per hectare. Onion was grown over an area of 
398 thousand hectares during this year and the production was 28°73 
thousand tonnes with an average yield rate of 72°18 quintals per hectare. 
Corriander covered an area of 3°62 thousand hectares followed by garlic 
2:34 thousand hectares, ginger 0°98 thousand hectares and turmeric 0°7! 
thousand hectares. During 1988-89 there were 19°87 thousand hectares of 


— 





* One bale—180 kg. 
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land under cultivation of different condiments and spices and the produc 
tion was 21:91 thousand. tonnes with an average yield of 11-03 quintals 
per hectare. 7 


Vegetables 


The main vegetables cultivated in the district are potato, sweet potato, 
brinjal, cowpea, lady’s finger, pompkin, spine gourd, Kundru, cauliflower, 
cabbage and arum. The area under cultivation of total vegetables in the 
district was 110°43 thousand hectares and the production was 838:26 
thousand tonnes. The yield rate was 75°91 quintals per - hectare. 
During 1988-89, potato was cultivated in 3°74 thousand hectares with 
an averege yield of 121°69 quintals per hectare. Sweet potato was grown 
over an area of 3:19 thousand hectares during 1988-89 and the production 
was 32°53 thousand tonnes with an average yield of 101:97 quintals per 

hectare. Much importance has been given for cultivation of potato 
in a wide scale. For production of improved variety of seed potatoes, 
breeder, foundation and certified variety are grown in the cultivators 
fields and departmental farms. 


Fruits 


Cultivation of different fruits like papaya, banana, pineapple, guava, 
citrus, Sapeta, Litchu, pomegranate, mango and jack-fruit are mostly 
adopted by the farmers of the district. 45°340 hectares were covered 
in 1988-89 under different fruit crops. . | 


AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS 


Improvement in agricultural implements is the pre-requisite for any 
improvement in agriculture. .The traditional implements ‘commonly 
used by cultivators are plough, ladder, leveller, spade, sickle and several 
other big or small implements. But gradually the farmers are adopting 
modern implements according to their purchasing power and the suita- 
bility of the implements for their use. Improved implements of various 
sizes and uses are popularised by the Government through different schemes. 
About 30 per cent of the farm families use improved agricultural imple- 
ments. Improved agricultural implements at 50 per cent subsidised rate 
are being sold to small farmers and marginal farmers. But the most useful 
and effective improved agricultural implement, i.e. tractors are not in use 
mostly due to scatteredness of holdings, high cost and general poverty 


of the cultivators. Throughout the district only 68 tractors and mallors are 
used by some big farmers. 
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ROTATION OF CROPS © 


Keeping i in view / the suitability of land, irrigation resources, restoras 
tion of soil fertility and socio-economic status of the farming community 
suitable cropping patterns are advocated for better utilisation of land, 
labour, water and capital. In irrigated conditions three to four 
cropping pattern and in non-irrigated lands two or rarely three 
crop cropping pattern have been adopted. The farmers have been 
advised to grow short and medium duration high yielding varicties 
of paddy and other medium as well as light duty crops as second and 
third crops. 


The cropping patterns in general use are paddy—pulse—vegetablee, 
jute—paddy—vegetables, paddy—oilseed—pulses under irrigated 
conditions and paddy—pulses (paira) and  paddy—mustard in 
non-irrigated conditions. In improved method of cultivation with 
short duration high yielding varieties like early paddy—pulses—whcat, 
early paddy—groundnut—pulses, jute—paddy—groundnut,  jute— 
paddy—pulses cropping: patterns are being followed. In command 
area of the district multiple cropping pattern are being adopted. 
Among the cropping pattern the cultivator mostly adopt  jute— 
paddy—groundnut, jute—-paddy—pulses, paddy—groundnut—pulses, 
paddy—mustard—pulses rotation. 


SEEDS 


Good seeds considerably enhance the agricultural prcduction. 
Much publicity and efforts are made by the Agriculture Department 
to popularise the use of improved seeds among the farmers. ‘The 
department also undertakes the multiplication and distribution of 
improved seeds to the farmers. 


For preservation of quality seeds the farmers of the district follow 
different practices. The cultivators after harvesting, dry the crop 


thoroughly. Then the crop is threshed and cleaned. It is further 
dried in the sun for a few days and then stored. Some farmers are 
keeping seedsin earthen vessel (Mathia) after sealingthe mouth. Some 
farmers are also preserving the seeds in earthen container (Ghuma) or 
in straw beans (Olia) after proper sealing. Leaves of some indigenous 
plants and ashes are mixed with the seeds as a precaution against pest 
attack. The cultivators are also being advised to use metal storage bins 


for preservation of seeds. 
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The Agriculture Department is supplying foundation seeds from 
the Agriculture University, Central Rice Research Institute (C. R. R. 1) 
and Orissa State Seeds Corporation (O. S. S. C.) for multiplication in 
the Departmental farms under proper supervision of technica] personnel 
and the Secd Certification Officer to produce quality seeds. Quality 
seeds are also supplied to the cultivators directly by the Orissa 
State Seeds Corporation, National Seeds Corporation and the Central 
Rice Research Institute (C. R. R.I.), Cuttack. More than 65 per cent 
area of the district is covered under high yielding and improved seeds. 
During the year 1989-90, 3,054 quintals of quality paddy seeds and 1,870 
quintals of quality groundnut seeds were supplied to cultivators, besides 
small quantities of other seeds, accordingto demand. 


MANURES AND FERTILISERS 


In recent years, the use of manures and fertilisers has considerably 
increased. With the change of social and economic attitudes, the 
farmers are using not only compost of cowdung and other wastes but 
also chemical fertilisers. Green manuring has been found to be quite 
cheap and the chemical fertilisers applied with it, give better results. 
Rural compost is prepared from the cowdung and other’ waste 


materials. The farmers are guided in the preparation of the compost 
by the extension workers. Several steps have been taken for large- 
scale production of compost and organic manures. Every year the Compost 
Production Week (1st week of October and last week of February) is 
being observed tn villages by the extension agencies and farmers are 
imparted training in preparation of organic manure. About 8-7 
lakh tonnes of urban and rural compost are being produced annually on 
an average. 


Green manuring 


Green manuring is very useful for raising the fertility of the soil 
as it directly adds nitrogen to the soil. It also improves the texture of 
the soil by addition of organic matter. The addition of organic matter 
improves both heavy and sandy soils for it has a binding effect on the 
loose particles of sandy soiland makes the tough and heavy soil friable. 
It creates better conditions for increase of useful bactria in the soil. The 
area under green manuring crops is roughly 1 lakh hectare per year. 
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Chemical Fertilisers 


Among the chemical fertilisers, generally nitrogenous. phosphatic 
and potassic fertilisers are in use. During the year 1987-88 the fertiliser 
consumption ofthe district was 17kg. per hectare. During the year 
1988-89 to 1990-91 the fertiliser consumption has been increased to 30 kg, 
per hectare. The popular brand of chemical fertilisers used in the district 
are Gromore 28:28, Syamala, D. A. P., IFFCO, NPK, CAN (S), A/S, 
S. S. P. and M. D. P. 


The quantity of various chemical fertilisers consumed in the district 
during the year 1987-88 to 1989-90 is given in the following table. 


Year N P K Total 
1987-88 12,271 4,822 4,273 21,366 
1988-89 20,262 7,981 6,548 34,791 
1989-90 22,871 8,286 6,500 37,657 


PLANT PROTECTION 


Chemical control is a widely adopted method to combat pest and 
diseases. The cultivators seldom take plant protection measures because 
of their unawareness of occurrences of various insect pests causing damages 
to the crop. In the past the farmers were basing gamaxene, D. D. T., 
bordeaux mixture, lime sulphur and tobacco decoction, etc. in greater 
proportions, which has been restricted now and has been replaced by other 
selective modern insecticides and fungicides, developed scientifically to 
avoid environmental pollution. Well-to-do farmers use plant-protection 
equipments whereas the poor farmers use broom stick for spraying 
Operations. The cultivators are being advised for need based application 
of pesticides through extension agencies for which they are also given 
training in identification of pests and diseases in various training forums, 
group discussions, etc. Pest and disease surveillance work is being done 
by agricultural field staff and monitored by district and State level officers 
to know about the pest situation of the district and take necessary 
control measures at Government level if situation so arises. 


Insecticides and fungicides are supplied to cultivators through blocks 
and Grama Panchayats as incentive tothe farmers on emergent pest 
situation. The cultivators get pesticides and sprayers at subsidised 
rates under various schemes through sale centres opened by the various 
agencies. Some farmers have their own equipments also. The 
Sprayers are being supplied to the blocks under different schemes to 
Meet the emergency for mass spraying operctions. There is provision 
of free spraying of pesticides in epidemic areas by the Agricultural 
Department, ‘if the area is declared epidemic by the Collector. 
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AGRICULTURE FARMS AND CENTRES 


Before Independence, two Agricultural farms namely Kujanga and 
Jajpur existed which was inadequate to meet the seed requirement 
ofthe farmers ofthe district. Therefore, another sixsmall farms and one 
large farm were established and developed during the years 1948 to 
1982 at Athagarh, Narasingapur, Banki, Barachana,  Tirtol, 
Punanga and Sukinda for seed multiplication and production of 
foundation seeds. Intotal 10 farms inlcuding one Soil Conservation 
Farm have been established in this district for demonstration, research 
and for multiplication of different seeds and to produce quality and 
foundation seeds for the farmers. The details of two such farms are 
described below. Otherfarms are small once with area varying between 
5 to 21 hectares. 


Bisywanghakani Farm 


This farm known as Soil Consrvation Demonstration Centre was 
established in the year 1966 with an objective to demonstrate different 
soil and water conservation techniques needed for proper land utilisa- 
tion with different kinds of soil by adopting soil conservation measures 
like contour bunding, field bunding, bench terracing and engineering 
structures like water harvesting and gully control structures, etc. on 
micro-water-shed basis. This 1s a demonstration-cum-research centre 
for high yeilding cocoanut and cashew crops. This farm is located over 
an area of 830 acres eroded undulating hill-slope and gully land covered 
mostly with shrubs, thorny bushes and secondary forest growth after 
heavy deforestation. It is situated 11 km. from Kapilas Road Chhak 
onthe N. H. No. 5 by the side of the road leading to Kapilas. 
It is a scenic spot where large number of people from Cuttack town 
congregate during vacation and holidays for picnic purpose. There 
is an Inspection Bungzlow for officers of Soil Conservation Department 
which is not available to outsiders. It has great potentiality for deve- 
loping asa tourist spot. The land use so far made by the Soil Con- 
servation Department in this farm is as follows : 


1. Area under cashew plantation a 432 acres 
2. Area under cocoanut plantation - 125 acres 
3. Area under commercial plantation crops 20 acres 
and fruit trees 
4. Area under annual croping - 105 acres 
5. Area under waste land unclaimed land or 148 acres 
roads and buildings and farm pond 
830 acres 
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The foot soil portion extending over an area of 582 acres is covered 
with cashew plantation (200 acres), the land between 5 to 10 per cent 
slope is utilised as cocoanut plantation (125 acres). The steep hill portion 
is covered under thick vegetation and is not subject to erosion. A 
series of water harvesting and gully control structures have been con- 
structed across the nallah which controls gully erosion ofthe farm and 
also protects hundreds of acres of farmers’ fields lying down the stream 
and provides supplementary irrigation during drought. 


Sukinda Farm 


This is the biggest farm inthe district. It was established in the 
year 1948-49 with a geographical area of 557.6 hectares, out of which 
450 hectares are cultivable. Itis situated on the way from Jajpur road 
to Kamakshanagar road ata distance of 3 km. from Mangalpur bus 
stop. This farm is meant for seed multiplication. Besides paddy, 
jute, groundnut, Arhar, Mung and Biri are cultivated in this farm. 


AGRICULTURE RESEARCH CENTRE 


Under the World Bank assistance one Research Station has been 
established at Barachana from the year 1980-81 under the National 
Agricultural Extension Programme by Orissa University of Agriculture 
and Technology as supporting activities for agricultural extension. 
Various trials on cultural practices and weedcides are being under- 
taken in this Research Station. During the Kharif season of 1989 
four such trials were taken up by this Research Centre. 


Research Institute (Central Rice Research Institute) 


The Central Rice Research Institute (C.R. R. J.) is a Central 
Government esablishment set up at Cuttack in 1946. It is in the 


administrative control of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research 
(I. C. A. R.). 


The Institute conducts research on crop improvement and resource 
management, imparts training on research to rice research workers and 
on production technology to subject matter specialists. It serves as a 
source of information concerning rice production, protection and 
conservation. The institute has developed high yielding varieties of rice, 
rice varieties resistent to pests and diseases which it has transferred to 
farmers and has helped the country in augmenting rice production. 


The institute has twelve major divisions/sections namely, Plant Breeding 
and Genetics, Soil Science and Micro-biology, Agronomy, Plant Physio- 
logy, Plant Pathology, Entomology, Biochemistry, Agricultural 
Engineering, Agricultural Economics, Statistics, Genetic Resources and 
Extension, Communication and Training. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


270 CUTTACK 


It is also a Research Institute where trainingis imparted on doctoral 
and post-doctoral research, rice research and production technology, 
It has conducted collaborative research programme with various national 
and international organisations. 


Water and Land Management Institute, pratapnagari (WALMI) 


WALMI, Orissa cameinto being as a component of office of the 
Engineer-in-Chief, Irrigation, Orissa during 1984 at Pratapnagari in 
Cuttack district. The Institute has since been registered as an autonomous 
society during 1986. For some time it was assisted by the 
World Bank and later upto 30th September, 1992 by U. S. aid. 
A Governing Council under the presidentship of the Commissioner-cum- 

secretary tothe Government of Orissa, Irrigation Department, administers 
the Institute. 


The Objectives of WALMI, Orissa are as follows: 


(a) To promote advancement of science and acquisition of 
scientific knowledge and provide instructions and training 


in all branches of science both theoritical and applied and - 


in particular in water management and development for 
irrigation and agriculture. 


(b) To impart instruction and training in water management 
and land development for irrigation and agriculture and 
hold examinations and grant certificates/diplomas, ete. 
recognised by Universities in India as well as abroad. 


(c) To undertake research in water management and provide 
consultancy in water management. 


WALMI, Orissa joined the Indo-U. S. Water Resources Management 
Training Programme with effect from the financial year 1988-89. 


The permanent campus with land area over 52 acres is coming up 
at Pratapnagari on the side of National Highway No. 5 at a distance of 
8 km. from Cuttack and 15km. from Bhubaneshwar. The campus 
is located in Mahanadi-delta command area and is bounded by Purl 
main canal, Kakatpur branch and Phulnakhara distributory on_ its 
three sides. It conducted sixteen courses during 1991-92 for 338 trainees 
of various levels (in addition to the above-one farmers’ course and 
Water Resources Day celebration were conducted) and during 1992-93, up 
to the end of December 1992, conducted nineteen courses for 470 train- 
ees. In addition, Water Resources Day at one centre during 1991-92 and 
at twenty centres during 1992-93 were celebrated to spread the aims and 
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objectives of WALMI. Thesecond most important activity of WALMI 
is “Action Research” and “Adoptive Research”. In Action Research, 
the thrust is to improve the agricultural produce from a given area by 
investigating the causes for underproductions and then listing the 
remedies required and prioritising the remedies. A judicial balance 
between solutions with least cost and larger time frame vs, solutions 
with least time and normal cost are to be studicd and an optimum 
solution derived. Adoptive Research onthe other hand lays emphasis 
on transfer of technology that has been successfully adopted elsewhere 
to the farmers’ ficlds by actual interaction with the farmers and their 
trainers. The third important activity of WALMI is to motivate the farmers 


to form water users societies. These societies in the ultimate stage 
would take over the running and maintenance of the irrigation system 
in their respective areas. 


FOOD PRESERVATION 


There is one Government Cold Storage at Cuttack with 15,000 
quintals capacity and six co-operative cold storages operating in the 
district. The location of the Co-operative Cold Storages are (1) Baialish- 
mouza (30,000 quintals), Bahugram (16,500 quintals), Jagatpur (40,000 
quintals), Jagatsinghapur (4,000 quintals), Ghasipur (6,500 quintals) and 
Athagarh (20,000 quintals). There is also one Government Fruit 
Preservation Centre located at Cuttack. 


AGRICULTURAL EXHIBITION AND SHOWS 


Exhibition plays a vital role for publicity of agricultural activities 
and programmes to create interest in the farmers’ mind for taking up 
better agricultural practices. Accordingly, due importance has been given 
to organise exhibitions in different spheres i.e., at Village level, Blk ck 
level, Subdivision level and District levels. During the year 1989-90, 
3 exhibitions at District Level and 12 exhibitions at Subdivision and 
Block levels were organised. 


HORTICULTURE 


Under Horticulture Directorate, there are seven Horticultural Divisions 
in this district each headed by a Horticulturist in Class-I] of State cadre. 
The divisions are located at Cuttack, Jajpur, Jagatsinghepur, Kendraparha, 
Athagarh, Tirtol, and Marichipur. To look after the extension work, 
gardeners and rafters are posted zt Block levels. The Junior Agriculture 
Officers are posted in the headquarters of Horticulturists to supervise the 
Work of the gardeners and grafters. 
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The high land and negligible part of medium land of the district are 


suitable for horticultural plantation. Accordingly programme for 
growing banana, papaya, vegetables in the medium land and other fruit 


crops at comparatively higher lands is taken up. 


The important fruit crops of the district are cocoanut, banana, citrus 
and mango. Crops like guava, pineapple, papaya and other 
miscellaneous fruit crops are also grown to a limited extent. Since the 
irrigated areas are not normally spared for horticultural plantation, 
importance is given for optimum utilisation of the potential area. In 
the district there are cocoanut nurseries at Athagarh, Derabis, Tirtol, 
Marichpur, Mahanga and Rajkanika out of which the last two are not 
functioning at present. In these nurseries about 2°5 lakhs of cocoanut 
seedlings are produced annually. In addition, varieties of planting mate- 
rials are produced in the fruit farms and headquarters nurseries established 
in the office campus of the horticulturists to supply them to the cultivators, 
Considering the agro-climatic factors ofthe district attempts are made 
to utilise the potential area where irrigation can be made available through 
dug-wells and other sources for extending more area under fruit and vege- 
tables. The following is the achievement under various horticultural 
programmes undertaken in the district. 


Areg Extention Programme on Fruit Plants 


Under this programme 867 hectares in 1986-87 and 1,006 hectares in 
1988-89 were covered with different fruit crops of which cocoanuts were 
620 and 776 hectares respectively. 


Area Extension Programme on Vegetable Development 


Area under vegetables like Vendi, cowpea, brinjal, gourds etc. during 
Kharif and potato, cole crops, spices, onion etc., during Rabi season has 
been extended particularly around major urban centres keeping in view 
the availability of marketing facility. Vegetable seeds and seedlings of 
improved varieties alongwith pesticides and fertiliser in small packets 
are supplied at Horticulturist Office, kitchen garden sale centres and also 
in interior villages through the office staff. | | 


‘Production of Planting Materials 


Quality planting materials like grafts, gooties and seedlings of 
different fruit crops like mango, sapeta, litchu, guava, jack-fruit, drumstic, 
wood apple, custard apples, ornamentals, suckers of banana and 
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pineapple are produced in fruit farms and nurseries and distributed to 
the cultivators. 5,550 Gooties and 19,984 scedlings were produced in 
1987 under this programme. 


Preservation of Fruits and Vegetables 


Under this programme demonstration is arranged to show. the 
method to the beneficiaries for preparing squash, jam, jelly and 
chutney, etc. from perishable fruits like orange, guava, pineapple, 
tomato and mango, etc. 1,000 beneficiaries were covered under this 
programme in 1988-89 in the canning centre at Cuttack town. 


Backyard Plantation 


Under this programme Scheduled Caste families possessing space 
at their backyard are supplied with fruit bearing trees to plant them 
in their backyards to increase their economic status. These plants 
are mainly cocoanut, K. lime, jackfruits, mango, etc. 5,964 beneficiaries 
benefited out of this scheme and 35,080 plants were distributed among 
them in the year 1988-89. 


Plantation under National Rural Employment Programme 


Under this programme 50,000 seedlings of fruit bearing trees 
were distributed free of cost to the institutions, schcol orchards, 
Gram Panchayate, orchards of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
families to plant them in their back-yard in 1987-88. 


Plantation under 20 point Economic Programme 


Under this programme 2°56 lakhs fruit bearing trees as well as 
trees with economic importance raised in different farms and 
transit nurseries were supplied / sold to the interested cultivatore 
coming under small and marginal farmer group and others in 1987-88. 


Kitchen Garden Scheme 


Under this scheme vegetable seeds, pesticides, fertilizers in small 
packets are supplied to the needy cultivators in the sale centres 
functioning at the office of the Horticulturist headquarters and in the 
transit nurseries. The seeds are also being supplied to the interior 


Villages through the Horticulturists staff. 
Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


274 CUTTACK 
Vegetable Minikit Programme 


Under this programme improved and high yield varieties of seeds, 
fertilizers and pesticides are supplied to the vegetable growers free of 
cost in order to introduce new varieties in the area to get more yield 
of the crop. This programme is taken up in both Kharif and Rabi 
season. 


Plantation under E. R. R. P. 


Under this programme mainly cocoanut plantations were taken 
up on canal embankments for distribution to poor beneficiaries. Each 
beneficiary gets 20 plants. The beneficiaries have been supplied with 
the ‘patta’ issued by the respective Tahasildars conferring dafayati rights. 
3,04,390 cocoanut plants were planted under this scheme upto 1985-86. 
This scheme has been a complete failure as the beneficiaries do not 
take care of the plants, and fruits, if and whenappear, are immediately 
pilfered by the local people. 


STATE ASSISTANCE TO AGRICULTURE 


The following special agricultural schemes were implemented in 
the district with a view to increasing productivity by adoption of 
improved technology. 


(i) Special Rice Production Programme 


As per the programme, 98,400 No. of paddy kits (each 5 kg. 
weight ) were supplied to the farmers at nominal cost in 1988-89. 
Sale points have been opened in each block for sale of fertilizer, 
pesticides, sprayers, agricultural implements at 50% subsidy to the 
farmers. Besides, pump sets and power tillers are available at 
subsidised _ rates. 


(ii) Special Jute Development Programme 


This scheme is in operation in this district since 1988-89 in seven 
blocks viz., Salepur, Nischintkoili, Mahanga, Barachana, Derabish, 
Kendraparha and Marsaghai. In that year 510 mt. of soil 
amelioration materials were supplied and 123 no. of training programmes 
conducted under the programme. 
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(iii) Crop Demon stration 


Demonstrations are being conducted in the farmers’ fields on 
different crops by availing assistance from different schemes. 2,204 
such demonstrations were carried out in 1988-89, 


(iv) Multiple Crop Demonstration 


Multiple crop demonstrations have been conducted in the district 
in different pockets of the command area. 250 acres of M. C.D. P. 
demonstrations have been conducted in different C. A. D. A. Blocks 
in the area where field channels have been completed in the year 
1988-89, 


(v) Farmer’s Training 


In the command area two types of training programmes are 
conducted. These are short duration courses for one day and sustained 
training for 3 days only. Specialists from Agriculture Department, 
O.U.A.T. and Central Rice Research Institute impart training to 
the farmars. This type of one day and three days training camps 
are organised during Kharif and Rabi seasons at different blocks of 
the command area. 1,362 farmers were trained and 44 numbers of 
training were conducted under the scheme in 1988-89. 


(vi) Rotational Water Supply (Waravandi) Programme 


The rotational water supply on Waravandi system is an effective 
method of distribution of irrigation water among the farmers having 
lands within an outlet command. This system not only reduces 


the water-logging in the head zone of each canal. distributary, 
Minor, sub-minor and even water courses, but also stabilises water 
supply in middle and tail end zones. The achievement under Waravandi 
Programme during the year 1988-89 was 15,030 hectares against the target 
of 16,509 hectares. The short fall of acreage was due to short supply 
of canal water for barrage construction. 


CROP INSURANCE SCHEME 


A comprehensive crop insurance scheme is under execution since 
1987-88. The main paddy crop has been included in the insurance 
Scheme. The aim and object of the scheme is to compensate the loss 
caused due to flood, drought, cyclone and other natural calamities. 
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AGRICULTURAL CO-OPERATIVES 


By making provision for timely and adequate credit, supply of 
chemical fertilizers, improved seeds, pesticides and insecticides and weedi- 
cides, agricultural machines, land reclamation, installation of tube- 
wells, purchase of tractors, dairy farming, horticulture, pisciculture, etc. 
and by creating facilities for marketing of agricultural produce and storage 
arrangements, agricultural co-operative societies have come to play an 
important role in the field of agriculture. The co-operative credit movee 
ment received a boost in 1954, when the integrated scheme of rural credit 
was introduced to expand the role of co-operatives in rural finance, follow. 
ing the recommendations of the All-India Rural Credit Survey Committee 
appointed by the Reserve Bank of India. 


The advances sanctioned by different Co-operative Societies and 
Commercial Banks in the year 1988-89 is given below : 


Amount advanced 
(Rs. in lakhs) 


1. Primary Agricultural Credit Societies ue 761.01 


2. Commercial Banks 420.91 


NATURAL CALAMITIES 


The most difficult problem which the district administration is facing 
is the natural calamity which visits the district almost every year. The 
rainfall isin most years ample for its needs, but it is precarious, and its 
early cessation is fatal to the rice crop on which the people mostly depend. 
In the deltaic tract which forms the greater part ofthe district, the difference 
of level between the high and low-lying lands is so slight that, in the event 
of scarcity of rainfall, all parts are equally affected. The low lands are 
not sufficiently below the level of the uplands to retain moisture for any 
considerable time after the rains have ceased, and in years of drought the 
crops grown on them do not compensate for the loss of those which may 
be burnt up on the arid higher level. A drought is, therefore, liable is 
affect Cuttack district more seriously than other districts. Since the 
droughts, however, of 1836, 1837, 1842 and 1865-66, all of which caused 


more or less distress, and the'last of which brought on the great famine of 


Orissa, large irrigation works have been constructed so that the district is 


partly protected from famine, even when there is a prolonged cessation 
of the rains. 
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The next great danger to which the district is exposed is that of 
inundations. The district is liable to suffer fromthe floods of the Maha- 
nadi, the Brahmani and the Baitarani, as the channels of those rivers are 
insufficient to carry off the great volume of water which comes down after 
heavy rains. The low floods do little harm, as they are prevented from 
devastating the country by the embankments. The high floods which 
swecp across the paddy-fields do great damage to the standing crops, as 
they generally occur in July, August and September, when the paddy is in 
the first vigour of its growth, or isin flower or nearing maturity. 


The district also suffers from violent cyclones and storm-waves which 
generally occur before and after the rains, of which October is the most 
crucial month. The other months in which storms affect Orissa coast 
with lesser frequencies are May, September and November. Cyclones 
generally bring in their trail heavy rains causing severe floods, tidal 
disasters and saline inundation. 


A short description of some of the serious natural calamities that 
occurred in the district are discussed below: 


Famines 


According to the historical records, terrible famines occurred 
inthe 14th, 15th and 16th centuries and also during the rule of 
Marathas in the district. In the famine of 1770 which is known 
as the great “‘Bengal famine”- the people died by hundreds of 
thousands, rice was two seers per rupee and the situation was very 
grave while the Maratha soldiers plundered and devastated the 
country. Four years later, i.c., in 1774 another scarcity occurred 
due to failure of rains and there was acute shortage of food grains. 
In Cuttack town rice was purchased at 10 annas (Re0°62)for the local seer 
(105 Tolas). In 1792-93, the last geat famine of the 18th century 
swept away a good fraction of population. After that another 
scarcity occurred in 1803, and when the district passed into the 
Possession of the British the condition of the country was wretched, 


Famine of 1865-66 


The years 1806, 1808, 1817 and 1828 were years of bad crops and 
scarcity and in 1836, 1837 and 1842 Cuttack district suffered severely from 
drought. But the really great catastrophe of the century was the famine 
of 1865-66, popularly known as “‘Na-Anka Durbikhya”’. No such 
calamity had occurred for nearly a century; it had to be dealt with 
by a body of officials totally ignorant of the signs of its approach, 
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unprepared to expect it, and inexperienced in the administration of 
relief measures; nor were the inhabitants any better aware of it when it 
descended on them than the British officers. The rainfall of 1865 was 
scanty and ceased prematurely so that the outturn of the great crop 
of winter rice, on which the country mainly depends, was reckoned at 
less thana third of the average crop. Foodstocks were low as 
the quantity exported in 1865 was unusually large and because the 
people, unaccustomed to precarious seasons, had not retained sufficient 
stock of foodgrains at home. When the harvest failed, the gravity of 
the occasion was not perceived and no special inquiries were instituted, 
while price long remained so mederate that they offered no temptation 
to importers and forced no reduction in consumption on the inhabitants, 
till suddenly the province was found to be almost empty of food. It 
was discovered only in May 1866 that the markets were too empty 
for the jail prisoners and the Government’ establishments to 
get supply of rations. As the southern monsoon had now begun, 
importation by sea or land became neary limpossible. Orissa was at 
that time almost isolated fromthe rest of India;the only road leading 
to Calcutta, across a country intersected by large rivers and liable to 
inundation, was unmetalled and unbridged; and there was very little 
communication by sea. By great exertions, the Government succeeded 
in importing about 10,000 tons of foodgrain by the end. of 
November and this was givenaway gratuitously or sold at 
low rates, or distributed in wages to the starving people. 
But meanwhile the mortality among those whom this relief did not reach 
or reached too late, had been very great and it was estimated that nearly 
1,00,000 persons had died. Though the general famine may be said to 
have come to an end in November when the new crop began to come 
into the market, great distress still continued in some parts of the country. 
The later rainfall of the year was so heavy thet it caused great floods in the 
river Mahanadi and thoughthe harvests in the higher lands were excellent, 


in all the low lands the crop was submerged and lost. Half the district 
of Cuttack was thus devastated. In January 1867 forty deaths a day from 
starvation were reported and relief work had to be resumed. Altogether 
about 40,000 tons of rice were imported and lavishly distributed and 
about half had been disposed of when the monsoon of 1867 followed by 
an unusually fine harvest, altogether put an end to the famine in 1868, 


History of the famine in the district 


The preceding summary of the history of the Orissa famine is conden- 


sed from the report of the Famine Commissioners of 1868, but the 
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catastrophe in the district was so great that a fuller description 
of the way in which it affected Cuttack district can be found in O’ Malley’s 
Cuttack District Gazetteer. 


Scarcity of 1896-97 


Since 1866, there was no occurrence of famine in the district owing 
to the protection afforded by the irrigation works. Due to complete 
failure of monsoon in October 1896 and an unprecedented flood of great 
severity followed by short rain in September there was scarcity in 1897, 
All the great rivers rose almost simultaneously to nearly the highest level 
on record, overflowing their banks or breaching the embankments. 
They submerged the low lands, which remained water-logged for more than 
a month owing to the long duration of the flood waters in the rivers. 
Not only was the crop ruined, but much land became unfit for cultiva- 
tion by sand deposit . On the subsidence of the floods the cultivators 
replanted as soon as possible, but the next sowings were sacrificed to 
drought as the old ones had been to flood. The drought was also of long 
duration, the rains having ceased at the end of September; in some places 
the winter rice crop which is the mainstay of the district, failed entirely, 
and in others the harvest was very poor. The affected area was 1,360 
square miles (3,522 sq. km. ) or more than one-third of the district, with a 
population of 6,24,840 souls but distress existed more or less throughout 
the whole district and relief had to be given in all the Subdivisions from 
the middle of March to the end of September, 1897. 


Drought of 1971 


In this drought there was severe loss of Kharif crop upto 34 per cent 
of the normal harvest. Kharif paddy crop was completely damaged in 
38,470 hectares and partially damaged in 35,000 hectares and about 
11.60 lakhs of people were affected. 


Drought of 1979 


In the year 1979, there was practically no pre-monsoon rain in the 
district. Monsoon started late and the rainfall was erratic. Early variety 
of paddy in almost all the Blocks was reported to have sustained heavy 
damage. The medium and late variety also suffered serious set back, 
specially in non-irrigated and rain-fed areas, the recourment of which 
was not possible for want of continuous good rainfall. In this drought, 
3,991 villages in 370 Gram Panchayats of 37 Blocks and 2 Notified Area 
Councils sustained crop loss of 50 to 74 per cent in the district. 
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Flood 


Cuttack district falis within the two major deltaic zones of Orissa 
i.c., Mahanadi and Brahmani. The topography is extremely flat, con- 
tained between contour 21 metres and the mean sea-level. While the 
slope at the delta head (Nara}) is about 5 metre per mile, it is about 9 
inches per mile at tidal water. In case of Brahmani delta, the slope is still 
Jess and does not anywhere exceed 14” per mile. To add to it, the flat 
land is broken by numerous small and large natural drainage channels 
and minor depressions. Innumerable small streams and creeks also flow 
into large streams. The problem relating to drainage congestion has 
already been discussed. Coastal conditions pose a serious impediment 
in improving drainage in this area. Strong littoral drifts help building 
large sand dunes and bars along the coast line, blocking thereby river 
flows. 


Excepting the major rivers, their tributaries almost dry up in the 
hot weather. Their beds give a very desolate look consisting of vast 
stretches of sand only. Butinthe rainy season: and especially after a 
cyclonic storm, the entire delta gives a different picture. The entire 
rainfallin the catchment tries to find way into the seathrough the delta. 
The rapid rain water in the upper reaches, laden with silt & sand finds 
it difficult to maintain its velocity because of the flatland in the deltaic 
plain and consequently deposits the suspended material in the river bed 
as well as by the side of the embankments. Repeated action like this, 
year after year, has raised the river bed in relation to the surrounding 
area. This state of affairsresults in spilling over the banks during rainy 
season. In very high flood, excess discharge of river water inundates 
the surrounding country and cause severe damage to life and property. 


Since 1630 to 1927 floods of a serious character have occurred no 
less than 28 times, viz. in 1831, 1834, 1848, 1851, 1855, 1856, 1857, 
1862, 1866, 1868, 1872, 1874, 1877, 1879, 1880, 1881, 1885, 1892, 
1894, 1895, 1896, 1900, 1907, 1911, 1913, 1920, 1926, and 1927. It 
would be a mistake, howerver, to suppose that the flocds are always 
destructive. They undoubtedly do harm in many ways, and the greatest 
of them have caused widespread havoc and destruction; but if they are 
not of long duration or of great height and they come pretty early in 
the season, these inundations are productive of almost as much good as 
harm, asthey are usually followed by excellent harvests. In many places 


the receding waters leave a fertilizing deposit of silt, which enriches the soil 
andits productive capacity and is of much benefit to the crops; <nd 
even the highest floods are of service as their scouring action results in the 
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clearance of silt on a large scale, and thus increases the capacity of the 
discharge of the various channels. It is only when their duration or 
height is extraordinary or when they occur so late as to render resowing 
impossible, that very serious and widespread damage is done. 


Details about some major floods are given below: 


Flood of 1855 


With the possible exception of the flood of 1834, the highest flood 
occurred in July 1855, when the Mahanadi rose to an enormous height and 
the maximum reading (127:13 ft.) on the Lalbagh gauge was recorded. 
The embankments were breached :t no less than 1,365 places and besides 
the terrible losses sustained by the people in the submerged tract, 52 square 
miles (135 sq, kilometres) were reported as being permanently left waste. 
Fortunately, however, the flood fell as quickly as it rese and though it 
submerged nearly the whole district, it did not cause nearly as much damage 
as a protracted flood would have done. 


Flood of 1872 


The next great flood was that of 1872, which was very nearly though 
not quite as high as the flood of 1855. The water levcl at Jobra was 
recorded 75:95 ft.*. In Cuttack district 1,135 sq. miles ( 2,940 sq. km. ) of 
area was inundated. Cuttack town was cut off from all communication 
with the surrounding areas and was in imminent danger, being saved only 
by the energy of the local officers. The canals and embankments were 
seriously affected and the country was a vast sea of water stretching from 
Cuttack to the coast, dotted here and there with a few village-sites, where 
the people and cattle found a temporary shelter and huddled together in 
the greatest distress. Fortunately this flood occurred early in the season, 
in the first week of July and as the subsequent scason was favourable, 
a good crop was obtained from most of the lands inundated. 


Flood of 1892 


The flood of 1892 was due to Mahanadi being swollen to a ¢reat 
height by heavy rainfall, the level at Naraj on the 26th July being 92°10 ft. 
andat Bellevue onthe Kathjodi 88°30 ft. The level above which the 
Mahanadi may be considered to be in high flood is 88-00 ft. at Naraj and 
the river was above this level for only 5 days as against 8 days in 1872. 





‘The dager levels at Naraj (undivided Maharadi), at Jobra (divided Maha- 
nadi) and at Bellevue (Kathjodi) are 26°52 metres (68°68 ft.), 21°84 metres 
(56°56 ft.) and 22°5 metres (58:27 ft.) respectively. 
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The Kendraparha canal was breached in the 19th and 20th miles, and the 
Kendraparha Extension canal from Marsaghaito Jambu wasalso over- 
topped and breached in the 19th and 20th miles, and the Kendraparha 
Extension canal from Marsaghai to Jambu was also overtopped and 


breached in many places. 


Flood of 1896 


In the flood of 1896 the Brahmani and Baitarani as well as the Mahanadi 
rose to great heights almost simultaneously, but the main feature of the 
flood was its long duration. For fifteen days, 1. e., from the 24th July to 
the 7th August, the Mahanadi was continuously above the level of 
88-00 ft. at Naraj except for a few hours on the 2nd August; on the 25th 
July it attained its greatest height <«t 92°10 ft. or the same height as was 
reached by the floods of 1872 and 1892. The en berkments were bieecked 
in numerous places, and the Kendraparha Extension canal, standing out 
like the bank of an inland sca, suffered much from the erosion of the 
waves breaking on it, and was again wrecked. In almost all the parts 
unprotected by embankments the heavy flcods destroyed the bhcadoi and 
winter rice crops, and extensive tracts lay under deep water for many days. 
Some lost their lives and property and there was considerable distress 2s 
all the country lay open to the ravages of the flood. 


Flood of 1920 

In August 1920, there was another disastrous flood, which affected 
all rivers and rose to new record heights in the Brahmani and 
Kharsuan, breaching the embankments in many places. The Aul ring 
bundh gave way, and an area of nearly 80 square miles (207 sq. km.) 
within it was laid waste. This bundh, erected in the latter part of the 
18th century and preventing the deposit of silt upon the area 
within it, had created a basinlower by several feet in places than the 
surrounding country, and this remained water-logged long after the 
floods had subsided. 


Flood of 1926 

In 1926 all three rivers were in simultaneous flood on three separate 
occasions. Avery high flood inthe third week of August was followed 
by a moderate flood early in September, and again by a very high flood in 
the third week of September. The monsoon had been late, and the crops 
only recently transplanted, were in no condition to put up any kind of fight 
for survival. The levels in most of the rivers were little, if any, below the 
records of 1920. Almost all the embankments were excessively damaged. 
Kendraparha and Jajpur Subdivisions were the worst affected ,the crops of 
over 60,000 acres in each being damaged. The water level in the Mahanadi 
was 91:86 ft. at Naraj and 75:39 ft. at Jobra. 
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Floods of 1933 and 1937 


There was also a flood in the Mahanadi in 1933, when the water 
level at Naraj was recorded 91°86 ft. In this flccd 2,919 hcuses cecllapsed, 
7,565 houses were damaged and 8 human lives were lost. Similarly in the 
flood of 1937 the water level at Naraj was 91°50 ft. causing 75 breaches in 
the Mahanadi embankments. In this flocd 758 villages were affected, 
3,378 houses were damaged, 6 human lives and innumerable cattle lives 
were lost. | 


Flood” of 1955 


Inthe year 1955 heavy incessant rain in the catchment area continuing 
for one week ending on the 4th September created unprecedented ficcds 
in the principal rivers of the district. The district did not ever have 
the experience of this kind of flocd in living memory during the preceeding 
one hundred years. The flocd-water overflowed the tanks cf the great 
rivers of the Mahanadi, the Brahmani and the Baitarani which with their 
branches and tributaries swept cver the three ccastal districts of Cuttack, 
Baleshwar and Puri before reaching the Bay of Bengal. 


The Mahanadi with her catchment basin of 51,CC0 sq. miles (1,32,060 
sq. km.) had faced heavy rainfall. Theflocds of this year were considered 
abnormal due to the fact that in addition to the very heavy rainfall in a 
short time of about 48 hours in the catchment areas of the river, there was 
widespread rain thrcughcut the delta area simultanecusly adding to the 
volume of water all along the course of the river in the lower reaches right 
upto itsestuary. The Mahanadi gauge at Jobra in Cuttack cityrose up 
to 76°20 feet and at Naraj upto 89°17 ft. in the early hours of the 6th 
September, 1955. This was the highest gauge reading reccrded at IJcbra 
so far in the history of the Mahanadi flood in about a hundred years against 
the previous flood water level of 75:95 feet recorded on *4th July, 1872 at 
the same gauge. Within about 48 hours upto the midnight of 5th/6th 
September, 1955 the level of Mahanadirose by abouta height of 5:02 feet. 
In the early\hours of the 6th September, 1955 the left bank of Kathjodi near 
Dalaighai breached for a length of 610 metres diverting the major current 
of the river into the fully protected and irrigated areas of Cuttack district. 


During the period from the 26th August to 4th September, 1955 the 
Brahmani with its catchment basin of 14,000 sq. miles (36,260 sq. km.) 
also had heavy rainfall. The heavy rain in the Brahmani catchment 
area caused the worst flood ever recorded in the history of the river 


ee 


*“Rivers of Orissa”—A. S. Thompson (Page-3). 
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which started rising from the 3rd September, 1955 and within 24 
hours recorded the ‘highest gauge-reading at Jenapur. The gauge at 
Jenapur rose to 72°20 feet at 02°00 hours on the 4th September 1955 
against the highest record of 71°30 feet in 1943. 


When the district had hardly been able to recover from 
the shock of the first flood,on the 2nd of October, 1955 a recurrence 
of high floods in the Mahanadi,the Baitarani ard its tributary, on 
account of heavy rainfall in different parts of the State since the 
30th September, 1955 seemed imminent. The immediate result 
of this second flood in the Mahanadi was that the temporary ring 
bundhs constructed at the most dangerous points at Dalaighai in the 
Kathjodi by the Orissa military police and the Army personnel were 
breached on account of its over-topping at 0°25 hours on the 4th 
October, 1955. 


Devastations by 1955 Flood 


The devastations caused by flood was the greatest in 1955 due to 
breach at Dalaighai in the Sadar subdivision of the district which 
inundated a large area of thickly populated, protected and irrigated region 
which is more or less the granary of the district. The suddenness of the 
flood and the velocity with which the floods descended in all the rivers 
simultaneously, and the simultaneous occurrence of a very large number 
of breaches in all of them, caused widespread inundation of the fertile and 
populated areas. So vast was the area covered by flood water that when 

the relief parties flew over the inundated areas the whole area between the 
Beitarani and the Mahanadi extending upto the Chilika lake looked almost 
like one sheet of water. Villages were marooned for days together. 
Besides casualties involving loss of human life and livestock, there was 
disruption in roads, railways and telegraphic services and communications 
by water were also paralysed. The breaches caused heavy damage to 
crops and houses. Approximately 13,56,516 population in 3,440 number 
of villages were affected in this district. The total cultivated area affected 
in Cuttack district by this flocd was 6,30,889 acres (2,55,510 hectares). 
Total number of human lives lost by this flood was 59.1160 ha. of land were 
sandcast and 101 houses were completely washed away. There were 
altogether 263 breaches in embankments in Cuttack and Puri districts, 


Flood of 1971 


As aresult of heavy rainfall during the period from the 20th J uly, 1971 
to the 22nd July, 1971 in the catchment areas of the rivers Mahanadi, 
Brahmani, Baitarani and its other tributaries there were high floods in 
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the said rivers inundating vast areas of Bari, Dasarathpur, Barachana, 
Dharmashala, Rasulpur, Binjharpur and Jajpur Blocks in Jajpur subdivision 
and Rajkanika, Pattamundai, Rajnagar and Aulin Kendraparha subdivision 
and Athigarh Block in the Athagarh subdivision. On the 21st July, 1971, 
there was a breach at village Nosta in the Kelua embankment. As a 
result of this, flood water submerged vast areas of Dasarathpur, Barachana, 
Jajpur, Korei, Rasulpur and Bari Blocks. On the 23rd July, 1971, there 
was a D-eica qear Kacasrigan ontheirrigation embankment at Mirpatna 
on Kharsuan right embankment. 


Before the rush of the water of this flood was fully discharged into 
the sea, the same rivers were again in spate on the 27th July, 1971. This 
caused a major breach at village Mohanpur in the Dharmashala Block. 


Again on the 3rd August, 1971 to the 12th August, 1971 due to high 
flood in river Brahmani and its tributary Kharsuan all blocks of Jajpur 
subdivision and vast tracts of Kendraparha subdivision were inundated. 
There was a major breach in All Ring Bundh at Ajttpur. There were 
breaches at Daultora and Joriguida on the Kharsuan left embankment. 
A breach occurred at Jaharighai on the Brahmani left near Bari-Rama- 
chandrapur and another major breach at Rambhadeipur on Kelua right 
embankment. 


The fourth flood occurred onthe Ist September, 1971 in the said rivers 
which caused a wide breach at Dhanikhia ring bundh in Devi river near 
village Gorei in Naugan Block of Jagatsinghapur subdivision. 


The fifth round of flood came inthe same rivers from the 
14th October, 1971 to the 16th October, 1971 causing untold miseries to 
the area already affected on account of flow of water thrceugh 
the existing breaches. The damages in the district due to this flood 
were as follows: 


Area affected—2°59 lakh hectares in 41 blocks 
Population affected—15°20 lakhs. 


Damage to crops—2°11 lakh ha. valued at Rs.8-84 crores 
Damage to houses—67,293 houses valued at 8°81 crores 


Human lives lost—15 


Cattle lost—54 
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Flood of 1975 


Due to hzavy rainfall in catchment areas, rivers Sapua and 
Kantia, the two tributaries of the rivet Mahanadi were in spate and 
affected 18 villages and more than 6,099 people in Athagarh Block from the 
16th June, 1975 tothe 19th June, 1975. 


The floods in August in the major rivers Mahanadi, Kathjodi, 
Brahmani, Baitarani, Kharasrota with their num2rous tributaries like 
Budha, Birupa, Genguti, Kalua, Patra, Chhinda, Hansua, Luna, 
Chitrotpala, Sapua and Devi caused havoc. 


The flood water in river Brahmani which reached the highest 
level with maximum discharge ever recorded on the 20th August, 
1975 remiined above the danger level till the 23rd August. Aul ring 
bundh hid a minor breich. River Luna crossed danger level and 
caused breach in the left. Due to non-discharge of water of river 
Hansua there was water-logging in Ersama area. 


In this flood six subdivisions, 31 blocks, 291 Gram Panchayats, 
2,376 villages were affected. The total area and population affected 
by the flood were 1,103,360 acres (4,46,860 hectares) and 1,432,305 
population respectively. 18,736 houses completely collapsed, 
30,083 houses were partly collapsed and the total loss 
was Rs.2,57,58,090. Total casualities due to flood was 32. 


Flood‘of 1977 


Due to heavy rain inthe month of August and September of 1977, 
high flood came'in the Brahmani, Baitarani, Mahanadi, Kharsuan, 
Kathjodi, Birupa and Genguti rivers of Cuttack district. Oat of 41 
blocks of the district, 36 blocks were affected by the flood. Extensive 
damages occurred in 6 subdivisions viz., Kendraparha, Jajpur, Sadar, 
Banki, Jagatasinghapur and Athagarh. This flood affected 9,75,955 
population in 1451 villag23uadsr 293 Gram Panchayats. Eighty houses 
completely collapsed, 70) houses partly collapsed. In agriculture, 
2,70,416 acres (1.09,516 h2ctares) of crop were affected and the estimated 
value of crop loss was of Rs. 554°40 lakhs. 


Flood of 1979 


Heavy rainfall followed by hailstorm and strong gale during first 
week of August 1979 caused high flood in Rivers Brahmani; Kharasrota 
and Baitarani. Inriver Brahmani at Jenapur Anicut on 9th August, 
1978 gauge reading was 66°20 ft. against danger leavel 66 ft. 
Kharsuan at Binjharpur read 19°40 ft. against danger level 17°50 ft. 
and Baitarani at Akhuapada read 65°15 ft. against danger level 63 ft. 
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Besides, rivers Sapua, Kantia, Chatara, Dhania, Prachi, Gobari, 
Miijora, Mandhakhat, Hansua, Budha, Devi, Dudhei, Genguti, Kelua, 
Kimiria, etc. were in spate which affected 35 Blocks, 2 N. A. Cs.. 
263 Gram Panchayats with 1,245 villages. In agriculture 3,39,344 
hectares were affected, population affected was 7,37,556. 4800 houses 
fully collapsed, 13,850 partially collapsed and 892 were damaged. Total 
loss was estimated at Rs. 40°82 lakh rupees. There were 25 breaches 
in embankments. 23 P. W. D. roads, 540 Gram Panchayat and Panchayat 
Samiti roads with 68 culverts were breached. Crops over 1°85 lakh 
hectares were submerged and 532 hectares sand casted, 4 adults and 3 
ehildren died, 341 schools, 22 revenue villages, 47 Blocks and 13 other 
buildings were damaged. 


Flood of 1980 


The district was just recovering from the serious damages caused by 
the drought and flood of 1979 when large areas were ravaged by 
the unprecedented flood in the system from the 19th to 24th September, 
1980. In this flood 5 persons lost their life. Loss of 1,176 heads of 
goats and sheep, 506 heads of cows and bullocks, 2 pigs and 1,455 
other livestock was reported. Out of 2°73 lakh hectares submerged, 
1:24 lakh. hectares were damaged causing loss of about 1°27 lakh 
metric tons of paddy, 158 dwelling houses were swept away, 18,331 
completely and 39,819 partially collapsed whereas 50,124 were damaged. 
A large number of public utilities were damaged. Over 6°92 lakh 
beneficiaries were given emergent relief by air dropping in marooned 
villages. 


Flood of 1982 


This flood again saw a breachin Dalaighai. The water level at 
Narajin Mahanadi and at Bellevue in Kathjodi rose to 93-60 ft. and 
94-32 ft. respectively. This flood is one of the severest in Orissa resulting 
thereby in loss of life and property and disruption of road, train and 
tel2-communication system. Road and train communication between 
Cuttack and Bhubaneshwar was completely disrupted. A long breach 
inthe right embankment of Kathjodi breached the National Highway 
No. 5 between Cuttack and Bhubaneshwar. Extensive areas remained 
submerged for about a month. The Delta Irrigation system was also 
badly damaged. The fate of Cuttack city was also hung in balance for 
about three days because of seepage of water through vulnerable points 
and due to overtopping of embankments at several places. The flood 
Was so severe that two historic rivers namely Prachi and Alaka which were 
silted up about centuries ago. opened up during this flocd. The flood 
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of 1982 affected 4,478 villages, with 33°78 lakh population withthe district 
alone. But it saw Cuttack city emerging asa more secure city because 
the river embankments along both sides of the city were strengthened 


and a well planned ring road was constructed. 


Flood of 1984 


Series of depressions inthe Bay of Bengal from June to August 
of 1984 caused spells of extensive floods in the river systems of Baitarani, 
Brahmani and Mahanadi. The heavy rainfall that followed all the 
depressions caused not only flocds in the above river systems but also 
extensive water logging. Before the flood waters could recede, further 
floods added to it caused inundations to paddylands. In Cuttack city 
low lying areas were submerged due to very heavy rains of 167 mms. 
on 16th August. About 4,500 persons were shifted to school buildings 


and given emergent relief. 


In this flood 28 Blocks, 367 Gram Panchayats, 2,398 villages and 
1,531,877 population were affected. Human casualty wes reported 12. 
Total cropped area effected was 2,01,916 hectares. 14 numbers of houses 


were completely swept away. 


Flood of 1991 


The floods in July-August, 1991 affected almost all the subdivisions 
in the district. 132 numbers of houses fully collapsed and 2,373 houses 
partly collapsed. The most striking feature ofthis flood was that there 
was no breach in river or canal embankments. Consequently crops in 
73°97 ha. only were affected and the area sandcast was limited to 21 ha. 


Flood of 1992 


Another serious flood occured in the year 1992 in three phases. 
{n the first phase heavy rains occurred in the 3rd and 4th week of July 
and the rainfall was 389-9 mm. against the normal rainfall of 351-8 mm. 
The gauge recording of Kathjodi river was of 25°20 ft. at Bellevue and 
at Jobra in Mahanadi it was 21-47 ft. on 30th July, 1992. Similarly in 
August the precipitation was 323-2 mm. against the normal rainfall of 
315°3 mm. and the gauge at Bellevue was 25°35 ft. and at Jobra it was 
21°61 ft. on 21st August, 1992. The third rainfall was on 11th and 12th 
but the gauge recording was lower owing to large number of breaches 
through which the flood water passed. 


As aresult of heavy flood there was loss of 4 human lives and 10 
number of live-stocks in July and one human life and 10 livestocks in 
August. Damages in these floods have been estimated as follows : 
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There were 104 river breaches, 105 embankment breaches and 2 
Jarge number of other breaches in various other embankments. 
A large number of houses were swept away and the crop loss is estimated 
at about Rs. 30 crores. There was also considerable damage to 
roads and buildings of Works Department, R. D. Department and 
Grama Panchayat Department and other Departments. The total loss 
on account of these damagesto private and public prcperties has been 
estimated roughly at Rs. 80 crores. 


Floed of 1994 


On account of the unprecedented nature of this flood cnd_ the 
immense and widespread devastation and suffering caused, a specia! 
report on this floodis enclosed as Appendix IT. 


Remedies 

At present the Mahanadi embankment system can stand a flood 
of about 28,300 cumec (10 lakh cusec) at WNaraj. But there are 
also floods of 17,000 cumecs. The State Government have prepared a 
Delta Development Plan at an estimated cost of about Rs. 600 crores, of 
which among others, the hydrology and flood control schemes account 
for about Rs. 135 crores. The flood protection schemes mainly aim at (i) 
raising andstrengthening of embankments, (i/) river training (construction 
of spurs and revetments) and scour protection works,(iii) special 
strengthening at weak points and (iv) specific works of flood control. 


River Mahanadi and its branches have got embankments on both 
sides to a large extent. In the district alone the embankments 
constructed run over a distance of about 935 km. But these embank- 
ments are mostly under sized. Free board available is not adequate 
at many places. Materials used in the embankments are also mostly 
sand and silt. In the year 1927, the Government set up a Committee of 
experts to examine the whole question as to what action is possible to 
Mitigate the injurious flooding in deltaic tract. The Committee 
consisted of Mr. Addams Williums, the then Chief Engineer of Bengal, 
Mr. D. C. Harries consulting Engineer of the Government of India, 
and Rai Bahadur Bishnu Swarup, retired Chief Engineer of Bihar and 
Orissa who submitted their report in 1928. 


The general conclusions arrived at by the Committee were that 
flooding is inevitable, but that its violence and resulting injurious effects 
have been increased in considerable areas by protecting other neighbouring 
areas by means of embankments constructed both by Government and 
Zamindars without any scientific system or adequate control. 
They expressed the opinion that embankments in the long run are 
tuinous to the areas which they protect, as they deprive them of the 
land-raising silt brought by floods, and thus eventually convert them 
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into badly-drained depressions liable to disastrous flooding. Accordingly 
they opposed embankment construction, recommended systematic 
and strict control of all existing embankments, and a general policy 
of gradual removal of all embankments which could be abolished without 
unbearable injury to property either private or of Government. Their 
report contained a large number of specific recommendations for 
administrative action and engineering works calculated to mitigate flood 
injury. 


The Government accepted more or less the general conclusions of 
the committee, except that in view of the very extensive vested interests 
and rightsinvolved they expressed doubt asto the real practicability 
ef the advocated general policy of gradual but ruthless 
removal of existing embankments, and have since ascertained that there 
is very great opposition to the throwing open of protected areas to floods 
in the interests of unprotected areas. One of the recommendations 
acted onvery early isthe seperation of the public works charges dealing 
with embankments and flood disposal works from those dealing with the 
canals and irrigation. 


Pending clearance of the Delta Development Plan by the Central Water 
Commission and the Planning Commission, the State Government spends 
money from meagre plan allocation of Rs. 5 crores on an average, 
annually, on normal flood protection works. For special repairs to be 
undertaken, funds under non-plan are available. Besides, the State 
Revenue Department funds the flood damage repair works from the 
‘margin money avail: ble for expenditure on natural calamities and on 
receipt of grants/loans from Government of India for undertaking test 
relief works. But thisis not adequate to meet the requirement. The coastal 
area which suffers from saline ingress also needs protection embankments. 
Until 1992, there was no concerted attempt to oversee the works of 
saline affected areas, when Government created an exclusive division 
with headquarters at Cuttack. 


The great river ““Mahanadi” could not be tamed by Hirakud dam 
alone. The unintercepted catchment area of the river down below Hirakud 
and upto Naraj is 52,000 sq. km. which needs to be harnessed by 
way of building dams on either the tributaries or the main river 
itself. Asecond dam across the Mahanadi near Gania in Puri district 
(Manibhadra Project) is under survey. But due tolarge scale submergence 
of land and displacement of human settlement, this prject is not favoured 
by many. | 
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Cyclone of 1885 


The most terrible cyclone from which the district hasever suffered 
was the False Point Cyclone of 1885, the memory of which still 
endures among the people. It presented two peculiar features as 
it occurred during the monsoon months and was of very narrow area, 
though of unusual severity. The cyclone burst uponthe coast in the 
early morning of the 22nd September, 1885, the barometer falling to 
27135 at False Point Light House, a reading unprecedented at the 
level of the sea. It was accompanied by a storm-wave rising to a 
height of about 22 feet above mean sea-level, which at once submerged 
the village of Jambu at the terminus of the Kendraparia canal to the 
north-west of False Point and then rolled on in a north-westerly 
direction tillit lost itself inthe Brahmani river. The storm was most 
keenly felt inthe Jajpur and Kendraparha subdivisions. In the former 
subdivision no less than 2,447 villages were affected and nearly 
50,000 houses were destroyed; about 300 human lives were lost by 
falling trees, walls and homesteads, and 2,973 cattle were killed. 
The Executive Engineer’s house at Akhuapada was entirely wrecked, 
the roof bodily carried away. In the Kendraparha subdivision about 
5,000 persons were drowned and 10,000 cattle were lost, 7,000 of 
these belonging to the funds of the Kanika Wards estate meant for 
charitable donations to the raiyats. 


Cyclone of 1890 


Another disaster of this kind which visited the district was in 
1890, when a storm-wave affected a considerable part of the Kujang 
estate, which, since the tidal wave of 1885 had been more or less 
subject to the inrush of sea-water every year. Matters, however, 
reached a climax in June 1890, when another wave passcd over this 
Portion of the estate, completely destroying the crops in a tract 
extending from the Keabag to Gagua. The standing crops were swept 
away, allthe tanks and wells were filled with brackish water, and the 
supply of foodgrain was all but exhausted. Four months after this 
tidal wave, it was reported by the manager of the estate that nearly 
nine-tenths of the people inthe affected tracts had no grain in their 
houses, and had no means of purchasing _ it. 


Cyclone of 1967 


Cyclone hit the coastal area of the district causing damage to 
Valuable lives, cattle and crops. It was reported that 236 persons 
were killed and loss of property etc. was tothe tune of rupees three 
lakhs, 
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Cyclone of 1968 


A severe cyclonic storm which centred in the Bay of Bengal 
about 250 km. south of Gopalpur inthe district of Ganjam at 1.30 
p. m.on 26th! October, 1968 crossed the Orissa coast near Gopalpur 
and swept over the coastal areas of the district ata speed of about 
144 kilometres per hour between the period from the 26th to 28th 
October, 1968. The storm was accompanied by incessant heavy rain. 
The unprecedented rainfall within a short period marooned several 
villages and took the inhabitants unawares. 


Before normalcy could be restored, a second spate of cyclone 
accompanied by heavy rainfall swept over the area between the period 
from the lith to 13th November, 1968 and caused equally severe 
damages tothe properties ofthe people inthe area including starding 
crops. 


In all, 2 Blocks and 8 Municipalities and Notified Area ‘Councils 
of this district comprising an area of 22°43 sq. miles (55°85 sq. km.) 
covering 368 villages and a population of 37,874 were affected. 
The catastrophy took toll of 3 lives comprising of 2 wcmen ard 
1 child. | 


Cyclone of 1971 


The year 1971 was a year of sorrow not only for the people of 
the district but also for the state as a whole. Even before the flood 
and drought affected population had time to recover from the debilita- 
ting ravages of the repeated onslaughts of swollen rivers, another 
unprecedented and shattering catastrophe suddenly struck and over- 
whelmed the people of Orissa. 


Shortly after midnight of 29th October, 1971, while the people 
were asleep in their homes in the coast of Orissa north of Paradeep upto 
Basudebpur was lashed by a savage and disastrous cyclone which 
lasted till the evening hours of the next day. This terrific cyclone 
whipped up a massive tidal bore estimated to be 15 ft. high which swept 
over a 75 mile long stretch of coastal area bringing in its wake death 
and destruction of a magnitude hitherto unknown before. In the silent 
hours of that night, the high waves killed and swept back into the sea 
hundreds of helpless and unsuspecting men, women and _ children. 
Entire villages were struck and pulled down and strewn on the sands 
along with their dead occupants, carcasses of their: cattle and all their 
Possessions, Some clung to their lives on roof tops and on trees and 
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some managed to escape death by moving to higher grounds. Even 
they had lost their relatives, their possessions and were rendered homeless. 
The tidal bore entered inland upto more than 5 miles, then tapered off 
and inundated several lakh acres of homestead and agricultural lands. 
The sea water also rushed through the rivers and creeks in the delta 
region and overflowed the banks far inland, salinating and inundating 
paddy fizlds and destroying hopes of a good harvest. In these saline 
inundated areas also several human lives were lost due to collapse of 
houses: cattle were drowned and possessions lost or damaged. Further 
inland, the cyclone, which had gathered a speed upto 175 km. per 
hour wrought havoc over vast areas destroying crops, blowing off roofs 
of houses and buildings over 8,214 sq. miles spread over the districts 
of Cuttack, Baleshwar, Puri, Mayurbhanj, Kendujhar and Dhenkanal 
Telephone, telegraph, rail and road communications were cut off 
in the coastal areas. A large number of power boats and country 
crafts were either washed away or destroyed at their moorings. 
Fallen trees, boulders and rubbles blocked the roads and prevented 
assessment and rendering of immediate relief. Large areas were 
inundated and isolated. 


Statistics onthe areas affected by tidal bore and cyclone, information 
on casualities, and damage to lands and houses so far as Cuttack district 
is concerned are as follows : 


Houses damaged 5,20,438 Area affected 
(i) Blocks 38 } 


7,310 sq. km. 
(i) ULBSs 6 
Human Casualty 7,397 Population affected 33.04 lakhs 
Cattle Casualty 77,921 Cultivated area 6,065 sq. km. 
affected 


Crop area damaged 3,788 sq. km. 


Cyclone Distress Mitigation Committee 

In view of such excessive damage to life and property, the 
Government of India, Ministry of Irrigation and Power appointed 
4 committee in November 1971 to examine various measures to 
Mitigate human suffering and to reduce the loss of life and property 
in the event of recurrence of such cyclones in future. The committee 
Washeaded by Dr. P. Koteswaram, Director General of Observatories, 
India Meteorological Department. The committee gave 59 recommenda- 
tions to mitigate the ruinous effects of the cyclones so frequent in 
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the Orissa coast. It is beyond the scope of this chapter to give 
a summary of their recommendation. One of the important 
recommendations was No. 32 which stated, “As an_ effective 
measure against potential damage due to cyclone coastal bundhs 
may be built along the coast line vulnerable to tidal inundation 
with afforestation to a depth of about | km. to act as_ wind 
breakers and prevent soil erosion’’. 


Although the first part of this recommendation has not yet been 
implemented (may be due to heavy cost involved), the second part, 
namely coastal shelter belt plantation has been implemented to a 
great extent as has been described in Chapter [ under the head- 
ing “Coastal Shelter Belt Plantation’. 


Cyclone and Whirlwind of 1979 


Localised whirlwind during February to August 1979 and 
February, March 1980in Kendraparha, Jajpur, Jagatsinghe pur and Sadar 
Subdivisions affected 15 Blocks, 381 villages in78 Gram Panchayats 
and 81,880 population. 121 houses fully collapsed, 110 partly coll- 
apsed and 2,005 partly damaged. Four persons died and 13 persons were 
injured during the wind. Total loss on account of the whirlwind to 
public utilities was estimated at Rs. 5,57,200. 


Cyclone of 1982 


This cyclone of 1982 crossed Orissa coast around 23:30 hrs. 
on the 3rd June, 1982. According to information received from Metcoro- 
logical Department, the storm was detected at 14:30 hrs. on the Ist 
June about 800 km. south-east of Paradeep. It moved steadily in 
a north-westerly direction without appreciable intensification upto 
08:30 hrs. of the 3rd June. But it intensified into a severe cyclonic 
storm with a core of hurricane wind during the course of the day 
and crossed North Orissa coast near false point around 23°30 hrs. 
After land-fall it weakened into a cyclonic storm and moved in north- 
westerly direction, causing heavy rains in the districts of Cuttack, 
Puri, Baleshwar, Dhenkanal, Kendvjhar, Sambalpur and Sundergarh. 
The anemometer of Paradeep rader was blown away when the speed 
reached 180 km. and the wind speed at the time of actual crossing 
is reported to have reached 220 km. per hour. A special feature 
of this cyclone was that there had been no instances of severe cyclone 
striking Orissa coast in June and there was hardly an interval of | 
8 hrs. between the forecast of higher wind speed of 150 km. hr. | 
and actual crossing. The devastation caused by this cyclone ~ 
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to public and private properties was far in excess of that of 1971 
cyclone, though the loss of human lives was very much less. The area and 
population affected was much larger. The details 


so far as the 
district is concerned were as follows: 


Area affected re Blocks 41) 

Urban Local Bodies ies 9 \ 10,017 sq. km. 
Number of villages - 6,682 j 

Population affected - 46°17 lakhs 

Human casualty = 201 

Human injury ‘ 241 

Loss of live-stock on 4,861 


Rescue/Relief/Restoration Operation 


The calamities due to famine, flood and cyclones are considerably 
mitigated if timely action is taken bythe Government and/or other 
national and international voluntary agencies. It isnot possible to give 
an account of such rescue/relief/restoration measures that had been 
done incase of each calamity described in this chapter. However, a 
broad picture regarding general pattern/policy adopted incases of such 


natural calamities is given below which equally applies tosuch measures 
taken up in this district. 


The concept of relief has undergone a vast change since the first 
famine Commission report was published in 1901. Disasters of the type 
occurring in 1865-66 famine (Na’anka Durbhikhya) is unthinkable 
in a Welfare State with improved agricultural and _ irrigation 
facilities and faster means of communication. Ina Welfare State, the 
Government accepts the responsibility for relief operations and 
positive measures are undertaken to alleviate the distress of the human- 
beings and cattle in the affected pockets. Prior to Independence the 
telief administration inthe State was being carried on under the 
Bihar and Orissa Famine Code, 1913 as revised in 1930. The provi- 
sions of this Code became outmoded in the post-Independence era 
owing to the shift of administrative emphasis from law and order to 
social welfare and economic development. In the past, the primary 
object of relief was to save life and was limited to emergency feeding 
and/or providing test relief works. It was primarily a rescue operation. 
At present the primary object is mot only to ensure that 
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no one should die of starvation and but also to prevent destitution 
and physical deterioration in living standard ofthe people. Assistance 
has to be provided toenable them to resume their normal pursuits of 
life on return of better times. In short approach to relief in the 
present context is both preventive and curative. 


Due tothis change inthe concept of relief and due to the inade- 
quacy of the provisions of the Famine Code. as published in 1950 to 
meet the situation arising out of the drought, flood and cyclones, ete. 
Government had issued executive instructions from time to time to 
supplement the provisions of this Famine Code which were embodied in 
publication of a fresh Code called the “Orissa Relief Code, 1980”. 
The provision of this Code have also undergone several amend- 
ments to meet the situations arising out of unprecedented calamities. 
So rescue/relief and restoration measures arising out of all kinds of 
natural calamities are being administered according tothe provisions of 
this Code as amended fromtime to time. 


At the district level a District Natural Calamity Committee has 
been constituted under the Chairmanship of the Collector. Local M. Ps. 
and M. L. As. are ex officio members of this Committee. The 
Committee is convened before the onset of therains. S. D. Os, 
Tahasildars, B. D. Os, and all District Level Officers attend this meeting. 
Flood contingent plans are prepared by various District Level Officers 
which is dovetailed into a comprehensive planfor the district as a 
whole. S. D. Os., Tahasildars cnd B. D. Os. are assigned with — specific 
tasks relating to rescue/relief end rehabilitation within their jurisdic- 
tions during flood. The tasks generally assigned to Revenue Agencies 
include advance stocking of food-grains and building materials, etc. 
in areas which are likely to be cut off by flood, positioning of power 
and country boatsin strategic locations, selection of elevated sites and 
shelters for accommodating people who are tobe evacuated or rescued 
and provision for temporary shelters for these persons, supply of food, 
clothes, utensils, etc. to flood victims and assessment of the overall 
damages. The services of Police, Homeguards, National Cadet Corps, 
etc. are mobilised for rescue/relief operation. In case of maior flocds 
help of Army and Air Force is availed of for rescue and air dropping 
of supplies in marooned area. In times of widespread natural 
calamities many national and international voluntary organisations 
come forward with food, cloth, and medicines. Immediate help is 
also provided from Prime Minister’s/Chief Minister’s Relief Fund. 
The Red Cross Society of India also comes forward in a big way to give 
succour to the disaster victims. 
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As soon aS a major calamity occurs the entire administrative 
machinery at the field level swings into action. Field Officers of each 
Department carry on their respective duties under the overall control, 
direction and supervision of the Collector supplemented by those of the 
Revenue Divisional Commissioner and the Special Relief Commissioner. 
Immediately rescue operation is taken up withthe help of power and 
country boats owned bythe Government. or requisitioned from private 
owners, Emergent relief in form of rice/Chuda, Guda, match box, 
clothes, tarpaulins, etc. are rushed in. Immediate steps are taken to 
restore communication. If the places are not approachable the 
supplies are made by requisitioning helicopters from the Army. 
Revenue/Block Agencies are geared to assess the extent of damages 
to public and private propertics. Officers of the respective Depart- 
ments like P. W. D., Irrigation, Power, Education, Animal Husbandry 
assess the damage done to their buildings/projects/properties. If the 
disaster is due to drought conditions the extent of damage to crops 1s 
determined on the results of the crop cutting experiments done by tho 
Revenue Agency/Bureau of Statistics. As the degree of relicf 1s 
proportionate to the extent of damage to public/private properties, 
a tendency generally develops among the people represented by their 
elected representatives to exaggerate damage than what has actually 
occurred. But a balance is reached bya fair assessment done through 
the normal Revenue agency under the direction ofthe Collector. The 
officers of the Health and Animal Husbandry Departments visit the 
affected areas and take up inoculation and disinfection measures te 
prevent outbreak of epidemic among the affected people/cattle. The 
normal pattern of relief/restoration operation is as follows: 


So far as public properties are concerned cach Department 
assesses the damage to its own property like buildings, roads, culverts, 
bridges, embankments, shutters, stuices, electric installations, lft irt- 
gation points, machineries, etc, prepares an estimate for restoration of 
such properties to the pre-disaster condition, and sends it to Special 
Relief Commissioner for provision of funds which is normally met 
from the margin money (ceiling of margin money called “Calamity 
Relief Fund” is Rs.47 crores per annum at present in the ratio of 
25:75 provided for respectively bythe State and Central Governments. 
I! a major disaster occurs and the margin money is not sufficient 
for the relief/restoration measures, central assistance is sought for and 
given in the form of loans/grants after visit of the Central Team in the 
form of advance plan assistance or otherwise). 
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So far as relief to private persons is concerned emergency relief 
is provided for certain days either in the form of cooked food (only when 
the affected people are not in a position to cook their own food) or in the 
form of rice/Chuda. The duration of the emergent relief depends upon 
the local situation and according to the power vested in the Collector, 
R.D.C., S. R.C., andthe Government. This emergent relief is given 
irrespective of the economic status of the affected family. Thereafter 
test relief operations are taken up for construction/repair of roads, 
embankments, etc. There aresome poor/destitute women, children, 
old and infirm people who are unfit for physical labour in test relief 
works. They are given gratuitous relief in form of rice. The scale 
of emergent/gratuitous relief is : 


500 grams per adult eo per day 
250 grams per child .. per day (below 12 years) 


The scale of other forms of financial assistance to affected families 
is as follows: 


1. Maximum House Building grant per family 


(a) For completely washed away houses .. Rs. 2,500/- 
(b) For fully collapsed houses .. Rs. 1,000/- 
(c) For partially collapsed houses .. Rs. 500/- 


(2) Sandcast subsidy with a depth of more than 6” Rs. 1,500/-per ha. 


(3) Relicf for loss of life while rendering selfless Rs. 5,000/- 
service 


(4) Relief for other loss of life 
(a) Rs. 5,000 if any member of a family dies 
(b) Rs. 3,000 if the 2nd member of the family dies 
(c) Rs. 2,000 if the 3rd member of the family dies 
(d) Rs. 1,000 in each case of death of an addl. member of the family 


(5) Relief to betelvine growers-maximum of Rs. 200/- 


In large scale damage to crops, remission/suspension of rent/cess/- 
water cess in the affected areas is ordered by Government, 
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FISHERIES 


Cuttack is one of the four maritime districts of Orissa which has 
vast resources in marine, fresh water and brackish water sectors each 
possessing a very substantial potentiality for economic development 
through fish production. The district has a coastline of 135 km. 
which is 28 per cent of the total coastline of the state. In the inland 
fresh water sector there are 38,206 tanks belonging to private, Gram 
Panchayats and Government the water area of which stretch to 9,149 
hectares. Out of these 28,513 tanks having water area of 5,937 hectares 
are suitable for scientific pisciculture as ascertained from the survey con- 
ducted by the State Fisheries Department. There are also 16 numbers 
of minor irrigation projects having water area of 2,126 hecteres which are 
suitable for pisciculture. In addition, vast areas of rivers and canals, 
swamps and bheels, estuaries and brackish water tanks provide employ- 
ment and means of livelificcd to a censidcraebly large number of 
fishermen. (There are 1,050 = inland fishermen villages in the 
district in which 1°43 lakhs of fishermen are living). The brackish 
water resources include 6,400 hectares cf mud flats which are suitable for 
brackish water shrimp and fish culture. For development of fisheries 
inthe State a separate department came into existence inthe year 1955 
with headquarters at Cuttack. 


The important activities of the Fisheries Department in the marine, 
fresh water and brackish water sectors of the district are given below. 





Fresh Water Aquaculture—The people of the district as also of the 
State have been practising aquaculture for the pist several centuries, 
though it was not on scientific lines. The yield, therefore, was as low 
28 10-15kg. per hectare. For exploring possibility of scientific fish farming 
and to obtain higher yield, a unit of central Inland Fisheries Research 
Station was established at Cuttack which developed the technology of 
composite fishfarming onthe one hand and induced breeding of Indian 
major corps on the other hand to have a dependable source of quality 
fish seed required for fish culture. Initially, however, the induced brecding 
technology was not perfected. The department had to depend on the 
rivers like Mahanadi, Kathjodi and Brahmani for fish seed to Cuttack 
district farmers. Small hatchlings of fish called spawn were collected 
from therivers, reared to identifiable size called fryin fish seed farmsand 
supplied to  pisciculturists. Riverine spawn collected frem the 
district accounted for nearly 1,500 lakhs spawn annually which in fact 
Went to other districts as well. Now, however, with the improvement 
ofthe technology, induced breeding has completely replaced the riverine 
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spawn collection. The present level of production of spawn through 
induced breeding in Cuttack district is 57-00 lakhs. For rearing of the 
spawn and supply of fry to the pisciculturists there are 10 fish farms in the 
district having 34 ha. of total water area. The present demand of fry in 
the district is 200 lakhs out of which 56°5 lakhs of fry are supplied by the 
Fisheries Department, 97°5 lakhs by the private farmers and 46:0 lakhs 
by Orissa Fish Seed Development Corporation annually. 


Fish Farmers Development Agency 


AFishFarmers Development Agency has beenestablished in 1980-8! 
in the district for scientific pisciculture development. The general 
objective of the F. F.D. isto effectively introduce and popularise 
improved techniques of fish culture so as to progressively step up inland 
fish production and augment fish supplies to the public. The Agency 
running under the chairmanship ofthe District Collector hasthe following 
functions: (i) it assists in reclaiming and bringing all fallow cultivable 
fishery resources such as swamps, heels, silted up tanks, water-logged areas, 
etc. under optimum fish production, (ii) contributes to the strengthening 
of rural economy by making those engaged in fish farming economically 
stable, (ili) bailds up a trained cadre of fish farmers to undertake intensive 
fish culture and (iv) involves fiaancing institutions to provide loans for 
capital investments to fish farmors for excavating new ponds or for 
improving existing ponds. 


The F. F. D. A. in Cuttack sinceits inception upto end of the financial 
year 1991-92 has developed 3,159 ha. of water areas and trained 2,702 
fish farmers in scientific fish farming. Besides, it has settled 771 ha. of 
Gram Panchayat tanks on long term lease to interested pisciculturists for 
pisciculture development with institutional finance. 


Reservoir Fisheries Development 


A project for development of Kalakala reservoir in the district with a 
total water area of 270 hectaresis being launched with World Bank 
assistance. In fact it isa part of the project for development of 55 
reservoirs with a total outlay or Rs. 516°00 lakhs to be spent over a 
project period of 5 yearscommencing from the year 1992-93. At full 
development, Kalakala reservoir would be producing 160 kg. per 


hectare per annum. During the years 1990-91 and 1991-92, 4°87 lakh 
fingerlings were stocked in this reservoir. 
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The project would finance for construction of captive nursery ponds 
at the periphery of the reservoir. Advanced fry of 55 mm. size would be 
reared in ponds upto 150 mm, size, when they would be stocked in the 
reservoirs. The project will also provide credit to fishermen for supply 
of boats and nets. It will also provide for construction of fish handling 
shed. The reservoir will be managed by the Fishermen Co-operative Society 
based at Kalakala. 


Brackish Water Fisheries Development 


Mahanadi estuary in the district is rich in different high priced 
economic varieties of fish like hilsa, prawn, mullets, etc. From time 
immemorial local fishermen were exploiting this vast resource with the 
help of their indigenous boats and nets. From the year 1955-56 when 
Fisheries LCepartment was created a scheme called Development of 
Mahanadi Estuary was Introduced. In order to help the fishermen and 
fish traders the department provided transport facilities of fish and ice. 
A flake ice plant was set up at Kujang. Experimental power fishing was 
done with Dan boats in the Mahanadi estuary. Operation of gill nets 
in the estuary gave good results and enthusiasm of the fishermen in the 
estuarine fishing grew. Simultaneously efforts were made for brackish 
water fish culture and first ever marine fish farm of the State was established 
at Khiragacha Madeli near Paradeep during 1957-58. 


The present decade has witnessed considerable progress in brackish 
water fish culture. Since 1983-84 Brackish Water Fisheries Development 
Agencies (B. F.D. A.) est ablished onthe lines of F.F.D.As have been 
functioning in the coastal districts to look after the exclusive needs of the 
Brackish Water Aquaculture Development. 


The Brackish Water Fisheries Development Agency at Cuttack was 
established during 1983. Upto the end of 1991-92, 6,453 hectares of water 
area of Cuttack district have been surveyed and found suitable for 
brackish water shrimp culture. Out of this, 3,451°65 hectares have 
been developed through which 1,992 shrimp farmers have been benefited 
by availing bank loan amounting to Rs. 65°31 lakhs. Rs. 15°38 lakhs 
have been given as subsidy to the farmers by the agency. 515 shrimp 
farmers have been trained under this programme. 

In order to harness the existing resources to its maximum potential, a 
World Bank assisted brackish water shrimp culture project at a total 
outlay of Rs, 5,694-00 lakhs is proposed to be implemented 
during the 8th Plan period. The project is being implemented in 
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Baleshwar and Cuttack districts. In the district an area of 450 hectares 
has been identified at Jagatjor under Mahakalparha Block. The project 
aim; at castruction of 0-5 hectare and 1-00 hectare pond units for 
Semi-inteasive shrimp culture aiming at a production of 2:00 tonnes per 
hoctire p2r annum. At full development the project would benefit 466 
small farmers and entrepreneurs. Necessary facilities like cyclone protection 
dykes, infrastructure facilities (road, electric supply, fresh water supply, 
etc.) will also be provided. 


Marine Fisheries Development 


The sea near the coast is quite rich in pelagic and demersal marine 
fisheries resources. The indigenous crafts were operating almost 
all along the coast, fishing being an age-old occupation of traditional 
marine fishermen. Due to roughness of the sea, the traditional fishing 
activities were more or less localised and confined to a narrow belt of 5 to 
10 km. from the shore upto a maximum depth of 10/12 fathoms, the 
off-shore and deep sea regions remaining mostly untapped. 


For exploitation of the state marine resources through mechanisation 
the department introduced a new scheme ‘*Experiment in power fishing in 
the sea”. Mr. T. Ishiro, an F. A. O. fishing expert from Japan surveyed 
the Paradeep coast during February 1958 and recommended the coasts 
suitable for mechanised fishing and accordingly experimental sea fishing 
with Dan boats was started for the first time in the state at Paradeep during 
1957-58. Institutional finance encouraged the private entrepreneurship 
in mechanised fishing ona large scale. During 1974-75 . feasibility reports 
were issued bythe departmentto avail loan from Orissa State Financial 
Corporation and banks. Traditional fishermen were also encouraged in 
mechanised fishing through Marine Co-operative Societies. Orissa Fisheries 
Development Corporation (O. F. D. C.) was established during 1962 and 
started operating small wooden trawlers and gillnetters in marine fishing. 
Four deep sea trawlers made in Poland were imported bythe O. F. D.C, 
and operated for off-shore fishing at Paradeep which were subsequently 
handed over to the Fisheries Department. As the scheme became 
uneconomical, they were sold off to private entrepreneurs. 


The programme of motorisation of traditional fishing boats was 
introduced during 1987 by the Government of India under a centrally 
sponsored scheme. During the year 1984-85 F. A. O./Bay of Bengal 
Programme was introduced and 5 numbers of JND-25 beach landing 


ria were provided to Marine Fishermen Co-operative Societies of the 
istrict, 
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At present 638 numbers of mechanised boats and 4,045 non-mecha- 
nised boats are operating in the coast line fallingin Cuttack district. 
13,035 marine fishermen are living in 38 marine villages along the coast 
of the district. 


The present level of marine fish catch of the district is 34,576 m. 
tons, which are landed in 11 fish landing centres. Important fish species 
of commercial value are shrimp, hilsa, pomfret, polynemids, clupeids, 
sciaenids, cat fish and Bombay duck. Out of the total marine fish 
landings from Cuttack district, 16,405tons of fish are marketed fresh to 
outside the State and 1,730 m. tons are converted to dry fish (Sukhua). 


For development of marine fisheries, infrastructural facillties and 
auxiliary industries have been provided in the district. There are 
11 ice plants in the private sector in the district having total 
production capacity of 177 m. tons of ice per day. Besides, there are 
3 processing plants in the private sector at Paradeep having capacity of 
15m. tons per day and frozen storage capacity of 390m.tons. There 
is a net making plant at Khapuria and a synthetic rope making plant 
at Chaudwar used for net fabrication. For construction of mechanised 
boats there are 4 boat building yards in the district having annual 
production capacity of 90 boats per annum. Two of these boat 
building yards are located at Paradeep. 


Two freezing plants were first established during 1969 in private 
sector, one at Khapuria and the other at Paradeep in Cuitack district 
which enabled Orissa to earn foreign exchange through frozen shrimp 
export. 


In the district 2,043 m. tons of marine shrimp are caught annually 
and 1,491 m. tons are cultured in brackish water shrimp culture tanks 
out of which 341 m. tons of processed frozen shrimp valued at 
Rs. 5,40°52 lakhs was exported to foreign countries mostly to Japan 
through Paradeep Port in 1991-92. 


Two fishing harbours at Paradeep are under construction at a cosi of 
Rs.2,884°43 lakhs with 100% central assistance, one for deep sea trawlers 
inside commercial harbour and another for small mechanised boats. 


Fishermen Welfare Programme 


For supporting the poor fishermen, many fishermen welfare pro- 

grammes have been implemented inthe district. 

(i) In order to provide relief to surviving family members of active 
fishermen succumbing to death during fishing or to invalid 
fishermen due to accident, a centrally-sponsored Fishermen 
Accident Insurance Scheme has been introduced. 
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(ii) Saving-cunr-relief Fund for marine fishermen of the district has 
been launched in order to give financial relief during lean 
period of fishing. 

(iii) In order to safeguard the interest of the traditional marine 
fishermen the Orissa Marine Fishing Regulation Act, 1982 
has been introduced. 


Development of Fishermen Co-operatives 


For development of socially and economically backward fishermen 
communities, 202 Primary Fishermen Co-operative Societies have been 
organised in the district which include, 194 Inland and 8 Marine f£ocieties, 
The total membership of these co-operatives is 13,640 fishermen. These 
societies are given financial assistance through bank loans and _ subsidies 
by the department for which special need-based schemes are prepared, 


Fisheries Extension and Publicity 


To reach the benefits of the fisheries development programmes to 
people the department has posted trained Fisheries Extension Cfiicers, 
one in each Block of the district and 3 in important coastal points. , These 
Extension Officers conduct technical survey of the resources, identify 
benificiaries, prepare bankable proposals for the pisciculturists, arrange 
finance and long term lease of Grama Panchayat tanks, organise Fishermen 
Cooperative Societies, supply critical inputs and provide technical gui- 
dance to the beneficiaries, besides organising demonstration and publicity 
programmes. In the brackish water sector too there are 4 Inspectors 
of Fisheries and a Deputy Superintendent of Fisheries acting as Extension 

Officers posted in the coastal areas of Cuttack district. 


ANIMAL HUSBANDRY AND DATRY 


Veierinary/Animal Husbandry activities did not receive much 
attention during the British period for the genetic improvement of live- 
stock in the district. There were only 6 Veterinary Dispensaries in the 
entire district, one cach at Cuttack, Jagatsinghepur, Kendraparha, Jajpur, 
Salepur and Banki from which veterinary aid was available to the live- 
stock. After Independence, various departmental programmes were 
launched. Animal Husbandry avocations have been chosen as the most 
beneficial programme for the upliftment of the rural poor. To implement 
these programmes successfully a number of Veterinary Dispensaries and 
Livestock Aid Centres have been opened throughout the district and 
at present in 1992 there are 67 Veterinary Dispensaries and 439 Live-stock 
Aid Centres in 41 Blocks for rendering veterinary services to the live- 
stock owners in this district. Each Block has minimum of one Veteri- 
nary Dispensary with a number of Live-stock Aid Centres in which required 
number of staff have been employed. 
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The live-stock population in the district as per 1991 Census is 
as follows: 


Cattle 
(a) Crossbred 
(i) Male os 37,627 
(ii) Female = 99,168 
(iii) Breedable out of (ii) - 55,913 
(b) Indigenous 
(i) Male or 9,21 ,466 
(ii) Female a 950,729 
(iii) Breedable out of (ii) ” 6,04,933 
Buffaloes 
(a) Male - 31,201 
(b) Female = 59,761 
(c) Breedable out of (5) a 38,159 
Goat a 4,00,6 00 
Sheep wie 2,46,180 
Pig = 15,379 
Poultry aes 12,41 ,647 
Duck - §5,725 


The Subdivision-wise Veterinary Institutions of the district aro 
as follows: 


a 


ivisi No. of No. of No. of — No. of 
— Blocks V. Dv K.V. L. A. C.s/ 
VY. H. Blocks K. V. 
Units/ 
A. I. 
Centres/ 
1,C..D: 
Units 
A 
Kendraparha = 9 14 1 : 
Cuttack Sadar - 8 12 1 9 
Jagatsinghapur _ 8 12 4 ms 
Athagarh sa 4 8 1 , 
Banki = 2 3 a ie 
Jajpur - 10 17 j 
a 
Total - 4 66 8 399 


nee 
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functioning under the direct supervision of the Chief District Veterinary 
Officer, Cuttack. 


Clinical Investigation Laboratory (C. I. L.) 


In order to make detailed investigation into the diseaseson 
modern scientific methods the C.I. L. headed bya Range Investigation 
Officer (Class-II) is functioning in this District for investigating and 
diagnosing various diseases in four Districts, i.e., Cuttack, Puri, 
Baleshwar and Mayurbhani. 


Duck Breeding Farm 


A Duck Breeding Farm is in position at Khapuria of this 
district. This is managed by one Class-II Officer of the department. 
This institution caters tothe need of supplying ducklings and hatching 
eggs throughout the state. 


The different animal husbandry and dairy activities presently 
implemented in this district are detailed below. 


Breeding Programme for upgradation of cattle: 


(a) Artificial Insemination—The local cattle of the district were 
mostly of non-descript type with poor milk yielding capacity. Attempts 
have been made since the last fifties to upgrade these local breeds and 
improve their productivity by Cross Breeding Programme through 
Artificial Insemination, utilising Jersey, Holstien, Friesion breeds 
of exotic origin. The F-1 cross-breed cows (50 per cent) are inseminated 
with F-1 cross-breed bulls (50 per cent) semen. Artificial Insemination 
Programme is done in this District through 8 Key Village Blocks and 
one Urban Key Village Block having 86 Key Village Units: a 
portion of one I.C.D. Zone i.e. Niali having 21 I.C.D. Centres, 93 pure 
A.J. Centres and 91 numbers of normal A.J. Centres. Out of these 
Centres, Artificial Insemination is done through Frozen Semen Technique 
in 251 centres and the rest 40 centres are being supplied with chilled 
semen. To meet the requirement of the chilled semen there are 2 Semen 
Collection Centres in this district, functioning one each at Salepur and 
Kisannagar. Frozen Semen Bank, Khapuria; Cuttack supplies Frozen 
Semen Straws to these 251 F.S.A.J. Centres. 2,32,260 numbers of A.l.s 
have been born during the last 3 years as against the target of 
3,01,600, and 99,724 numbers of A:I. progenies have been born during 


the corresponding years which ‘shows an pyneee success of 42 per cent 
in A. I. work. 
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eee 





Year Target Achievement Progeny 
1988-89 2 1,00,800 81.036 31208 
1989-90 . 1,00,800 15,576 35,466 
1990-91 = 100,000 75,648 33.056 


a 

(6) Natural Breeding—The programme for upgradation of cattle 
through natural breeding in the state is the responsibility of the Utkal 
Gomangal Samiti (U.G.S.), a body established since 1936 and regis- 
tered under the Societies Registration Act, 1860, to which the State 
Government gives grant-in-aid for establishment of exotic bull and 
buffalo bull calf rearing farms and supply of bulls to the interiors to be 
maintained by hosts with or without subsidy in areas where no AI. facili- 
ties are available. The Samiti has established two such farms, one 
at Patha (Bidyadharpur) and another at Sagadi (Kisannagar Block) 
where 1,25,100 and 160 bull calves were reared respectively in the years 
1989-90, 1990-91 and 1991-92, During the same years 113, 130 and 158 
bulls had been supplied/maintained with or without subsidy in different 
parts of Cuttack district (subsidy where given is Rs. 60/- p.m. per bull). 
Services done by such bulls were 3,92, 482 and 516 and the progenies born 
were 1,72, 204 and 232 respectively. Buffalo bulls are supplied to Jagat- 
singhapur and Kendraparha areas whereas cow bulls are supplied to Bari/ 
Binjharpur areas. The U. G. S, hasalso established a feed mixing 
Centre at Patha for sudply of quality feed to interested cattle owners at 
reasonable rates. 





Fodder Cultivation 


Fodder cultivation being an integral part of dairy development, 
farmers are motivated to grow fodder in their own land through schemes 
like Development of Fodder Resources, subsidised Fodder Cultivation 
Programme, Pasture Development in Gochar land, etc. During the 
years 1988-89 and 1989-90, 145-30 quintals of fodder seeds (M.P.Cherry, 
Cowpea and Barseem) were supplied to 4,550 beneficiaries of this district. 
The cultivation covered 410 hectares of land and produced 53,846 quintals 
of green fodder. During 1990-91 and 1991-92, 41:65 gquintals of seeds 
have been distributed to 2,270 farmers. The cultivation covered 200 
hectares of land and produced 41,076 quintals of greenfodder. Besides, 
the Utkal Gomangal Samiti in its fodder farms at Patha and Sagadi 
has produced 6,220, 4,575 and 7,960 quintals of green fodder to feed its 
own animals (bulls and heifers) during the years 1989-90, 1990-91 and 
1991-92. It also undertakes to distribute roots and slips of render to 
interested agriculturists free of cost and has distributed 107 quintals 
of such materials during the last three years. 
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CMFED Cattle Feed Plant 


The OMFED Cattle Feed Plant is situated at Radha Damodarpur 
under Athagarh subdivision of the district. The plant was established 
in November 1985. It produces pelleted and mass cattle feed which 
is supplied to the different milk unions of the district according to 
their requirement. During 1991-92 the plant produced 11,017°915 
m.t. of cattle .feed. 


Co-operatives and Milk Supply 


In order to provide pure and fresh milk and eggs to the consumers 
of this district at reasonable rates and to purchase surplus milk and 
eggs from the producers at appropriate price, 453 numbers of M. P. C. S.s 
( Milk Producers Co-opertive Society ) and 67 numbers of P. P.C.s 
(Poultry Producers Co-operative Society ) were organised out of 
which 171 M.P.C.S.s and 8 P.P.C. S.s are now functioning. 4 
Chilling Centres (Plants) have been established at subdivisional level, 
i.e. Athagarh, Kendraparha, Jagatsinghapur (Tirtol) and Banki for 
preservation of milk on behalf of OMFED ( Orissa Milk Producers 
Federation ) in collaboration with the District Co-op. Milk Producers 
Union Ltd., Cuttack. Action is being taken to install a chilling plant 
in Balikuda Block of Jagatsinghapur subdivision and another at 
Adaspur of Cuttack Sadar subdivision of this district. The 
Athagarh Chilling Plant was established on September 1984 with a 
capacity of 2,000 litres per day which is now defunct. The Banki 
and Kendraparha chilling plants were established in June 1987 and 
September 1985 respectively. The capacity of Banki Chilling Plant 
is 2,000 litres per day whereas Kendraparha Chilling Plant is 4,000 
litres. The Tirtol Chilling Plant was established in March 1987 
with a capacity of 10,000 litres per day. In October 1991 the capacity 
of the plant was expanded to 20,000 litres per day. All the 
chilling plants function under the Cuttack District Co-operative 
Milk Producers Union. The daily collection from all the 
chilling plants of the district is 32,000 litres per day. 

Live-stock Breeding Farm, Khapuria 


Live-stock Breeding farm, Khapuria was started during the year 
1945 as a military dairy farm and after 1947 it was handed over to 


the Veterinary Department of the State Government. The farm is 
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situated on 142 acres of landout of which 78 acres are put under 
fodder cultivation. The farm is manned by one Dairy Superintendent 
and other Class-ITI and Class-IV employees. The lives-tock strength 


of the farm is 128 out of which 88 are C.B. cows and 40 are 





buffaloes. The achievement of the farm for the last 3 years is as 
follows: 
Year Area under Green produ- Milk produ- Expenditure 





fodder ced (in Qatls.) ced (in litres) (in Rs.) 
(in acres) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1989-90 84-70 5,205°63 79,559 8,52,880 
1990-91 60°45 3,548°87 65,463 16,12,547 
1991-92 120-10 12,024°81 69,062 19,07,474 





— 





Calf Rearing Programme2—This programme is monitored by one Project 


Officer 


(Class-I) from its project 


established at Buxi Bazar 


since 


1976-77, with the aim of producing good milch cows in rural areas 
from crossbreed progenies available through artificial insemination in 


the farm on full subsidy basis. 


during last 4 years is as follows : 


The achievement of this programme 


= 
SS TS 








Year Target Achievement 

" §ch.Caste Sch. Tribe Others Total 
1988-89 1,100 63 1 1077 1,141 - 
1989-90 1,200 103 1 1,148 1,254 
1990-91 1,500 104 2 1,425 1,531 
1991-92 1,100 82 2 2,052 1,136 
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Heifer Rearing Programme 


For supply of quality animals to beneficiaries of the district 
under anti-poverty programmes, the Utkal Gomangal Samiti has 
established two Heifer Rearing Farms, one at Patha and another 
at Bhogra of Athagarh subdivision. Exotic and semi-exotic pregnant 
heifers are purchased from the farmers from inside and outside 
the state and reared in the farms till calfing stage. During the last 
three years, 565 milch animals of exotic and semi-exotic breed have 
been supplied to I. R. D. beneficiaries in the district. One more 
Heifer Rearing Farm will shortly be established in Tirtol where 5 
acres of land have already been purchased for this. Cwing to loss 
incurred, implementation of this programme has since been discontinued. 


Poultry Development. 


Poultry breeding has been accepted as an employment industry 
which has given employment to many unemployed educated youths 
There is good demand for the poultry meat and eggs to-day, 
Hence hundreds of broiler and layer’s units ranging from 100 to 5,000 


capacity have been established in the private sector throughout 
the district. 


For poultry development in the district efforts have been taken by 
the OPOLFED for establishing one thousand and five thousand 
layer’s units in this district under NABARD scheme with direct 
supervision ofthe veterinarians ofthis district. 23 One-thousand bird 
units and 13 five-thousand bird units were Proposed to be established 
during the year 1991-92 out of which 5 units have already 
established. One poultry complex at Khapuria has been revived 
collaboration of OPOLFED. The complex is meant for provi 
broiler’s meat to the consumers of the locality. One All-India Po 
Development Centre is functioning at Khapuria also with the aj 
supplying day-old chicks tothe interested farmers and 
reasonable price. There are three A. N. P. 
the district at different veterinary institutions 
Balikuda and Salepur. 


been 
with 
ding 
ultry 
m of 
selling eggs at 
units functioning also in 
» le. at Jagatsinghapur, 


Back-yard poultry units are also functioning from the year 1987-88 
The main intention of the programme is to persuade and 
encourage women, specially of backward classes in remote areas, to 
Supplement the income of the families and from the years 1987-88 to 


1990-91, 237 such units have been established ; 
of the district. e¢ in different parts 


Anti-poverty Programme 


~ Steps have been taken by Government unde i 
_ ) tr Animal Husband 
Programme for providing cows, sheep, goats, poultry end ducks to a 
Poorest of the poor under anti-poverty programmes (E.R.R.P.and IL.R.D.p ) 
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for the economic development of these people. The achievements 
made during the last 3 years and the farmers benefited are ag 
follows : 


1988-89 1989-90 1990-91 


Dairy - 803 866 507 
Goatery a 1,746 182 315 
Sheep 1,773 83 283 
Piggery - 24 54 131 
Poultry a 21 75 67 
Duckery - 21 - a 


Disease control activities of this district during last 4 years 
are given below : 


1988-89 1989-90 1990-91 1991-92 


1. Number of animals .. 17,88,947 17,89,048 18,01,279 18,49,240 
treated 


2. Number of preventive. . 895,965 9,08,801 8,28,119 11,36,686 
ioculation done 


Besides, the Utkal Gomangala Samiti also organises periodically 
cattle infertility and disease treatment camps and during the last three 
years 14 such camps have been organised in the district attracting 
favourable response from cattle owners. 


IMPORTANCE OF FOREST IN THE ECONOMY OF THE DISTRICT 


Because of scarcity of forests as described in Chapter I, forests 
and forest-produce do not occupy such an important place in the 
rural or urban economy ofthe district as it does in other districts of 
the state. Still the forests produce brought from neighbouring 
districts supply much needed fuel wood and timber for building 
Purposes and for making agricultural tools and implements. Small 
Scale industries engaged in furniture making and saw mills in the 
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district owe their existence tothe forests. The forests in the ex-States 
areas supply edible fruits and roots for human consumption. A 


large number of poor people make their living by cutting down young 
Sal offshoots for sale as tooth brush in the urban areas. 


The acute shortage of fuel wood and timber has made the farmers 
conscious of the need of raising trees on their farm lands as part of farm 
forestry programme. Under this programme individual farmers, organiza- 
tions, institutions are encouraged to plant fuel wood, small timber, fodder 
and fruit trees on the periphery and otherwise unproductive lands to 
meet firewood requirement of small farmers and for environment prote- 
ction. Theeucalyptus and acasia trees have attracted their attention as 
it grows fast and does not interfere. with growth of agricultural crops. 


Forest Produce 


The produce from the forests comprises timber and firewood. 
Among the minor forest products ‘mention may be made of bamboo, 
Harida, Bahada, Ainla, Karanj seeds, Char seeds, Genduli and other 
gums, Mahua seeds, Mahua flowers, cashew, Sal seeds, Ban Tulasi, 
canes, barks, roots, Ashok and Dhatuki flowers, arrow roots, Siali and 
Sal leaves, Kendu leaves and Gilo. Chief category of timber available 
are Sal, Piasal, teak, Bandhan, Kasi, Kangada, Siris, Sisoo, Asan, 
Kurum, Dhaura, Giringa and Phasi. Nowadays due to scarcity of timber 
all types of trees are used for house construction, furniture making 
and small agricultural implements. 


Income from major and minor forest produce during the period 
1985-86 to 1989.90 is given below: 


Year Income from major and minor 
forest produce 


(in Rs.) 
198586,  81,51,084 
- 1986-87 . 59,86,907 
498-88 ws 69,03,497 
1988-89, ——-59,19,766 
1989-90 a 62,37,784 
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APPENDIX I 
List of important Capital Embankments, Orissa Agricultural 


Embankments, Test Relief Embankments and Saline Embankments with 
their length in kilometre. 


Name of the embankment Lengthin km. 
(1) (2) 
Capital Embankment 
Capital Embankment No. 2 (A) Baitarani left 33°42 
Capital Embankment No. 5 (A) Budha-Kharsuan left 26°40 
Capital Embankment No. 27 (A) Jenapur to Manjaripada 16°89 
Marginal Embankment Jenapur to Immamnagar 12:07 
Capital Embankment No. 26 (A) N. H. 5 to Kudhalinga 15°28 
Capital Embankment 34 (b) Jagatpur to Balichandrapur 37:01 
Capital Embankment No. 29 (A) Chaudwar to Jaluka hill 19°85 
Capital Embankment No. 41 (A) Gopinathpur to Patpur 8°35 
Capital Embankment No. 44 (A) Chitrotpala left 11°72 
Capital Embankment No. 79 (A) Bidanasi to Labour 15:00 
Ashram. 
Capital Embankment. No. 78 (A) Aitipur to Kulasahi 27°00 
Capital Embankment Tarapur to Paradeep 41°30 
Capital Embankment No. 83 (B) Bidanasi to Matagajpur 13°00 
Capital Embankment No. 85 (B) Matagajpur to Kaijanga 10°40 
Capital Embankment No. 61 (B) Kathjodi left 28°20 
Capital Embankment No. 44 (A) 56°00 
Capital Embankment No. 34 (b) A 43-20 
Biluakhai right Embankments 14:00 
34°20 


Capital Embankment No. 37 (A) 


ma 
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TRE Tat 





(1) (2) 
ee ae ae an een ven a ree 
Capital Embankment, Kuakhai right es 32°03 
Capital Embankment, Kathjodi left ss 19-00 
Kathjodi Serua Devi right. ie 68.00 


Orissa Agricultural Embankment 


OAE No. 9 (B) Kharasuan right as 8°00 
OAE No. 7 (B) Kharasuan left i“ 11:00 
Old Marahatta Bundh Kharasuan left os 11°00 
OAE No. 18 (B) Brahmani left a 13°73 
Aul Ring Bundh No. 31 (B) - 30°00 
Aul Right Bundh No. 31 (B) - 30:00 
Aul Right Bundh No. 31 (B) Brahmani left a 28°58 
Chhaohindia to Gardpur - 18°00 
Rambhapur to Majhipada .. 14-48 
Chitrotpala right from Guali to Mahamadpur - 28°49 
OAE on Chitrotpala left a 46:48 
OAE on Nunakarandia right 37:50 
OAE No. 77 (B) Krishnapur to Sarali a 25°35 
OAE No.62(B) and 65(B) Krishnanandapur to Sarali 24°21 
OAE Hansua left . 06-30 
Flood Protection Embankment Mahamadpur to Badapal.. 36°53 
OAE No. 61(B) . 14-48 
Purunabasanta to Badapal Hansua right 7 12°85 
Test Relief Embankment 

Naugan to Sanatrilochanpur ee 10°21 


eee 
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eee 
(1) (2) 


a 





Paridabad to Dattapur . 8-50 
Jariguide Bundh 8°96 
Bainsara to Kadikamaghai = 8-00 
Angalo 6°70 
Nuamuhara - 8-00 
Kampagarh-Palatpur na 12:00 
Mohanpur-Kalaspur | - 12:00 
Uttikan Saliru Gherry Bundh - 28°35 
REO. Embankment, Gopalpur to Akhudasahi.. 17°82 
REO Embankment, Dasamouza Gherry se 19°44 
Trilochanpur to Gadakujanga a 10:00 
Kunjakothi Embankment bs 14:00 
Fatepur to Guamunda , be 13-00 
Chhaulia to Samakatimunda, Jhimani to Chhaulia.. 13:00 
Botigan to Japabhuyan to Dhobai rr 19°40 
Kapada right = 11:60 
Sehapur to Sipura ” 12°80 
Sahapur to Benapur (Expressway) = 12°80 


Saline Embankment 
Chhachindia-Deuli-Bajrapur vs 20:00 


Jhimani to Bhitargarh - 13°50 


ae a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee 
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(1) (2) 
Irribinato to Guamunda - 14°55 
Fatepura to Guamunda i 13°58 
Japabnuian to Irribina ee 27:00 
Badapal to Nagarighat as 18°15 
Badapal to Pharijan - 16:00 
Baragudiapada to Khatikuldan 4 19°12 
Noliasahi to Jatudharimuhan 4 15-06 
Keradagada-Altang Saline Gherry aa 22°00 
Rajmagar-Gopalpur Saline Gherry . 32:09 
Rajnagar-Gadadharpur Saline Gherry ve 22°00 
Satagaon Saline Gherry . 32-00 
Chakadagadua Saline Gherry _ 26:09 
Jamboo Saline Gherry 15-00 
Nalitapatia-~Dalkhai Saline Gherry 12-00 
Talchua-Rangani Saline Gherry 27-00 
Radhiakarana Saline Gherry 17-00 
Righagarh-Dangnal Saline Gherry 28-00 
Sunity saline Gherry 13-00 
Maguranallah to Bandar 20-00 
Margapur to Basanta ” 21-00 





ma 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


AGRICULTURE AND IRRIGATION 317 
APPENDIX II 
Flood of 1994 


During 1994 monsoon season almost the entire State of Orissa 
including Cuttack district was repeatedly ravaged by the wrath of Varuna, 
the Rain God, continuously for a peried cf about 3 months 
since the first fortnight of July 1994 till the first fortnight of September 
1994. The rainfall precipitation during the period between 15th June 
to 30th September in Mahanadi basin upstream Hirakud dam was 
1,582 mm. and down-stream of Hirakud dam 1,838 mm. against the 
average rainfall of 1,200 mm. which created an unusual and 
unprecedented flood in the history of the district. The magnitude of 
the flood in Mahanadi can be gauged from the Hirakud reservoir 
inflow of the year compared to the previous years. 


Inflow into Hirakud Reservoir 


Sl. Month Inflow in Tham. Remarks 


No. 
AW 





Cc —_——$—— 


Average All-time 1961 1994 





High 
1, June a 120 810 664 894 Revised live 
capacity 853 
Tham. 
2. July a 747 ~=—-.2,700 2,700 2,894 
3. August oe 1,291 2,452 1,795 = 2,008 
4.September .. 835 =. 2,991 2,991 1,130 


Because of very incessant precipitation between July 7 to July 12 
aggregating 271 mm. forthe upstream and 263 mm. forthe downstream, 
a peak inflow of 9.2 lakhs cusecs occured at Hirakud reservoir 
on July 11 which was moderated to 1.75 lakh cusecs.But added to 
the downstream discharage of 8.5 lakh cusecs, this resulted in peak 
discharge of 12.25 lakh cusecs at Naraj on July 13. 


SSS SS 8 SS ‘a ry . 
Source—Specjal Relief Commissioner, Orissa, and White paper on successive floods in 1994 
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Another intense spell of rainfall occurred in the first fortnight 
of August and a third phase towards the end of August due to heavy 
rains in the catchment areas of different rivers and continued till 
the 2nd week of September leading to a peak inflow of 6.1 
lakh cusecs which impinged on the reservoir at R.L. 624.20 ft. 
Concurrently downstream catchment recorded 260 mm. of rainfall 
which resulted in a peak contribution of 7 lakh cusecs on August 29. 
The peak discharge at the head of delta ( Naraj ) was 11°15 
cusecs on 6.9.1994. At Naraj the discharge remained at 14,090 cusecs 
for 53 days, 17,000 cusecs for 34 days and 25,500 cusecs for 14 days. 


The severity was not confined to Mahandi river system only but 
was also equally davastating in Brahmani and Baitarani systems when 
the river at Rengali reservoir was kept almost upto full reservoir 
level for many days. The magnitude of inflow into Rengali reservoir 
is furnished below. 


Inflow into Rengali Reservoir 





Sil. Month Inflow in Tham. Remarks 


No. —-———* ~ 
1991 1992 1994 


eee 





1. June mn 41 10 253 Live storage 
| capacity 442 

2. July 7 393 275 1,149 Tham, 

3. August ” 926 420 913 

4, September es 443 160 336 


a 
The unprecedented prolonged rainfall in catchment areas of major 
rivers of the district like Mahanadi, Brahmani, Burhabalanga and 
Baitarani created an extremely devastating situation in the low-lying 
areas and delta regions of the State. The rainfall occurring during the 

p2riod bstween 15th June to 30th Szptember in these 


Sia major river basing 
is given below. 7 


Name of river | Rainfall (in mm.) 
1. Mahanadi upstream 1,582.00 
2. Mahanadi downstream 1,838.00 
3. Brahmani 1,223.00 
4. Baitarani 1,457.00 
5. Burhabalanga 1,592.00 
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The intensity of flood was more severe in the subdivisions *of 
Jagatsinghapur, Cuttack Sadar, Jajpur and Kendraparha in comparison 
to other districts of the state as the flood water did not recede for a long 
period. 


Agricultural operation was badly affected and the farmer’s 
expectation of a good Kharif was upset. Overtopping of embankments 
of Mahanadi by the flood waters and a series of breaches in the embank- 
ments inthe branch rivers below the Naraj Delta Head flooded the 
subdivisions of Cuttack Sadar, Kendraparha, Jagatsinghapur and Jajpur. 
A breach in the capital embankment of Devi river near Ghadimul in 
Jagatsinghapur subdivision at 1.30 a. m. on 14th July, 1994 devastated 
large areas of Jagatsinghapur, Balikuda and Naugan Community Develop- 
ment Blocks.The initial breach of 200 m. was subsequently increased to 
600m. 


The damages to public and private properties caused by this 
unprecedented flood are given in the enclosed annexure. 


Rescue and relief operations carried out to alleviate the sufferings 
of the affected and marooned people during the emergency period of flood 
which are a continuing process are indicated below. 


Rescue Operations 


During the floods of July, August and September, 1994 rescue 
operations were organised by deployment of 96 power boats and 10 country 
boats of the Special Relief Organisation. As these boats were not 
sufficient for the rescue operations, Army and Naval boats were 
requisitioned. In July 94, 12 Army and in September1994, 10 Naval 
boats were pressed into service in Jagatsinghapur subdivision. 
Thousands of persons were rescued from the marooned villages and 
taken to the shelter camps opened by the district administration. Besides, 
the Collectors locally pressed into service a large number of country 
boats in rescue and relief operations. 


Relief Measures 


The floods in their wake of devastations, uprooted people from 
their age-old habitations jeaving them without work for months 
together. Naval and Air Force helicopters were pressed into service 
for air-dropping of dry food packets in inaccessible pockets for a total 
Period of 11 days in July and September. 223.74 tonnes of dry food 
were air-dropped during these two phases of operation, i. e., from 16th 
July, 1994 te 22nd July, 1994 and from 6th September, 1994 to 9th 





*These were four subdivisions of the undivided Cuttack district. Now these have 


_been constituted into four districts. 
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September, 1994. Army and Naval helicopters made 67 sorties in July 
and 28 sorties in September to the flood affected areas. Emergency 
relief in kind were also distributed for a period from 3 days to 25 days 
among affected people. Details of the relief materials distributed to the 
people were as follows 


a 


a ee ee ‘“ 
lie” aden dameieneneetatiite — 
ie eee es 
See el 7 


ae Ss — 
percle tibiae ahaa oe 


rs es 





SL. District Emergency Relief Distributed 
——————eeaea eS ee 
No. affected Rice Chuda Gur Poly- Cattle 


(in Qtls) (in Qtls) (in Qils) an ino 5 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) ©  #£@ 
1 Cuttack - 8,806°00 17200 400 48 = 2,127°00 
2 Jagatsinghapur 18,355°907  3,627°43 487°267 2,292  3,264°00 


3 Jajpur a 28,845°39 648°78 2,000 115 2,831°455 
4 Kendraparha 24,876°98 3°50 O56 284 4,259°00 














Supply of Safe Drinking Water 


In the marooned villages there was scarcity of safe drinking water 
as almost all tubc-wells and wells were under flood water. To provide 
drinking water at shelter places and marooned villages, 166 tube-wells 
were sunk in subdivisions of Jagatsinghapur, Puri, Kendraparha, Jajpur, 
Bhadrak, etc. In addition, potable drinking water to the extent of 
5 lakh litres were transported by boats to the shelter camps and 
marooned villages. 





Veterinary Measures 


22,278°55 quintals of cattle feed were distributed in the flood affected 
areas. Besides, veterinary teams took up massive preventive measures 
to check spread of cattle epidemics. 


Health Measures 


154 health centres were operated in different flood affected areas. 
In addition, 16 mobile teams were also pressed into relief operation. Health 
measures undertaken in the affected areas are detailed below 
ts 


No. of persons No. ofper- No.ofwells No. of O. R. S. 


inoculated sons treated disinfected Halogen 
tablets 
distributed 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 


1,60,939 3,45,955 1,41,258 3,09,965 1,85,010 
eee 


_—_ — 
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Relief Measures by Non-Government Organisations 


During the flood, voluntary organisations moved to the affected 
areas for distribution of food, shelter materials. clothings and medicines. 
These organisations were Tata Relief Society, Ramakrishna Mission 

C.A.S.A., L. W.S., UNICEF, NALCO, SAIL and Bharat Sevashiean 
Sangha, besides a large number of other registered bodies. Many of them 
i have also contributed to Chief Minister’s Relief Fund. Substantial 
grants were made available to individual affected families from Prime 
Minister’s and Chief Minister’s Relief Fund in case of death due to 
flood. 


Cs 


Agriculture 


Agricultural operation was badly affected and expectation of a good 
Kharif crop was upset. Every time the flood water receded, cultivators sinied 
transplantation of Kharif paddy but their hope was belied with a succeeds 
ing flood. Cultivators/farmers were in no Position to recoup. the loss 
without Government assistance for Rabi cultivation. Until and unless 
Rabi crop is taken up on an extensive scale in the affected areas, it would 
be impossible on the part of the cultivators to have any crop till the next 
Kharif in 1995. The Agriculture Department are preparing a massive 
Rabi programme to cover all the affected cropped areas of flood affected 
districts. For this purpose, large inputs subsidy is to be provided but the 
scantiness of the Calamity Relief Fund (CRF) would not permit this, 
Before a massive Rabi cultivation Programme jn the affected zones is taken 
up, closure of breaches in canal embankments and repair of damaged 
Lift Irrigation points within a short span of time are absolutely necessary. 





Communication 


The prolonged flood has completely devastated the communication 
system in the rural areas of the flood affected areas. Even the roads 
within the urban areas have not escaped the ravages of flood. Culverts 
and bridges have been affected and require immediate restoration. Until 
and unless the communication system is restored the villages would 
remain unapproachable, 


Buildings 


The repair/restoration of public buildings to preeflood condition would 
a about rupees 46.47 crores as most of the buildings were damaged 
¥ torrential rains and floods of 1994. This includes educational buildings 


of both Government and non-Government, situated in the flood affected 
areas, 
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ANNEXURE 
The Statement of damages caused by 1994-flood in 
Cuttack District Subdivision-wise (since 
constituted into separate districts” 
with effect from 
Ist April, 1993) | 
~ Sh. Name of the Number Number Number Numter 
No. Subdivision of C.D. ofurban of Grama of 
Blocks local Pancha- villages 
affected bodies yats affected 
affected affected 
(1) . (2) (3) (4) (3) (6) 

1. Cuttack Sadar inclu- 14 a 160 709 
ding Banki and 
Athagarh 4 

2. Jagatsinghapur 87 ] 68 329 ! 

3. Jajpur - 10 2 164 7198 

4. Kendraparha os 9 1 134 509 ! 
Population cropped Sand cast No. of casualties 
affected area area 

affected (in a ae eee: 

( in hectares) 

hectares) Human Animal 
(7) (8) (9) (10) (1) | 
-_ 3,76,837 61,841 198 . | 
260,000 26,627 816 12 197 | 
7,37,730 95,320 a7T 12 ar 
5,56,667 67,221 1,201 13 3 
| 

Number of houses damaged Number of breaches in | 

Value of embankments | 
damages of | 

Se public o--————-_ > -———__, 
properties 


Fully Partially (in lakhs) River Canal Saline 





Swept 
away collapsed collapsed (Roads & | 
Buildings) | 

(12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) | 
4 10 280 15,45°96 81 23 7 

68 22.22 77.04 19,59°58 8 19 32 

0 276 =: 12,142 13,19°85 46 13 - 

8 168 25.45 22,43°00 27 


| 
| 
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CHAPTER V 
INDUSTRIES 


OLD-TIME INDUSTRIES 


Cuttack, like other parts of the country, is mainly an agricultural 
district and most of its people live in villages. In a caste-based rural 
society a particular craft was practised by a particular caste hereditarily, 
Even today weavers produce cloth, carpenters work in wood, blacksmiths 
engage themselves in iron works, goldsmiths work in gold and silver, 
potters take up pottery works. They, since ages, form the component 
part of the village organisation and have acquired necessary skill in their 
own trades. Products like brass and bell-metal utensils, coarse cotton 
cloths, potteries, toys, gold, brass and silver ornaments, and varlous iron 
and wood works were included in the traditional industries of the district. 
These were mainly manufactured for local consumption. Very beautiful 
round figures found in the Buddhist site at Ratnagir! and Udayugirl prove 
that the art of stone dressing and stone masonry developed to a great extent 


in this region during early period. 


During early part of this century Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Das, 
the founder of modern Orissa, actively encouraged local handicrafts and 
cottage industries. It was he who encouraged the filigree and horn 
workers and established the Utkal Tannery at Cuttack in 1905 for produc- 
tion of quality leather goods by the artisans of the soil. His t:nnery became 
famous even outside the country and filigree articles earned a name for the 
local artisans and were exported to European countries. Late Bhikari 
Charan Pattnayak, who also belonged to this period, started an industrial 
unit to manufacture unbreakable toys mainly made of paper pulp, and 
other articles both for daily necessities and decorations. 


Formerly manufacture of salt was a profitable industry. During 
Maratha rule in Orissa, Cuttack salt had immense commercial importance. 
Weaving of cotton cloths was carried on at Gulnagar, Jankot! and 
Kisannagar and in most of the interior villages of the district. But this 
flourishing industry suffered from competition with imported goods. The 
fine muslins of Cuttack disappeared from the market as people preferred 
to buy cheap machine made clothes. Cuttack is one of the few places in 
the state where gold and silver works are carried on with great skill. The 
instruments used earlier for manufacture of these articles were of a simple 
kind and the equipments of the workshop were equally primitive. The 
artificers patiently working by a trying light in ordinary earth-paved 
huts with the crude implements, turned out articles of extreme delicacy 
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and finish, and often of exquisite design. The majority of ornaments 
were intended as tributes to feminine vanity. In addition, they were 
also manufacturing various silver fancy articles and ornaments of 
filigree works. 


The weaving of tussar silk on a small-scale was carried on in village 
Gopalpur in Dharmashala police-station. The silk industry, like the culti- 
vation of betel-leaf, was introduced by a few Bengalis, who migrated to 
Cuttack from Bardwan or Midnapur. Almost every family of that village 
owned looms and managed to earn about two annas (Re. 0°12) a day per 
person without having to take any subsidiary profession. The tussar 
cloth, which these weavers produced, was of a coarse and inferior quality. 
The bulk of the out turn/production was taken by traders of Madras 
and other places of Southern India. 


During the beginning of thirties of the century other industries 
of the district were few in number and of Ittle significance. 
One or two tanneries managed to pay their way in Cuttack. 
In particular the curing and drying of the skins of large 
lizards which abounded in the estuarine tract, had found a 
profitable, if temporary, outlet for use in the manufacture of 
ladies shoes. Shoes of ordinary leather, trunks, suitcases, etc. were 
also manufactured by the localtanneries. A small colony of stone-carvers 
settled at Lalitagiri about 34 miles (55 km.) from Cuttack were making 
images of deities and ornaments for temples in conventional designs. 
Locks, nails, nut-crackers, etc. were made at Barada and Kalapathar in 
the Banki police-station. The carpenters of Cuttack town were making 
cabinets and furniture with great skill. In Cuttack the manufacture of 
toys and sticks from buffalo horn was a speciality. The other indigenous 
industries which appeared to prosper Were manufacture of brass and 
bell-metal utensils and ornaments. This industry did not suffer from 
the competition of foreign or machine-made articles, though gilt ornaments 
of German silver were said to find favour with many women as they 
were light, cheap and glossy. 


The report of Inspector of Factories in the year 1929 shows 10 factge 
ries within the meaning of the Indian Factories Act. These consisted 
of two Government factories, namely the Public Works Department work. 
shop at Jobra at which the steel and wood work required for the 
maintenance of the anicuts, locks and canals was turned out, 
and the workshop attached to the Orissa School of Engineering; two 
printing presses, one railway workshop, one rice mill, two Dal mills, one 
match factory and one tannery. In between 1936 and 1947 two factories 
worth mentioning were established in the district. The first of the two, 
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a small glass factory at Barang started production in 1937 and the cons- 
truction of the other factory, viz., the Orissa Textile Mills began at Chau- 
dwar in 1946. The last named factory was the brain-child of the 

Oriya industrialist of late forties Shri Biju Patnaik who later became 

the Chief Minister of Orissa. He also promoted another flourishing 

industrial conczrn, viz, M/s. Kalinga Tubes Ltd., at Chaudwar which 

started production of steel galvanised pipes and tubular truss from Ist 

June, 1956 both for export and for internal marketing. The factory ceased 
functioning in the early part of eighties due to labour unrest. 


One re-rolling mill at Cuttack was established in 1951-52 by another 
industrialist Shri Naba Kishore Mohanty for production of iron rods, 
etc. and later sold offas it became sick. The purchaser revived production 
but subSequently due to labour unrest it again became sick. 


POWER 


Power supply to the district is being made by three electrical circles 
of Cuttack, Bhubaneshwar and Jajpur Road and the Athagarh Rural 
Electric Co-operative Society Limited, Athagarh. 


The Cuttack town was the only place of the district which was 
electrified in the year 1931. Initially the power supply to Cuttack town 
was being managed by the installation of power houses at Ranihat in 
1931, Jobra in 1948 and Chaudwar in 1952. The Ranthat power house 
had a capacity of 1 M. W. which was subsequently enhanced to 4 M.W., 
the diesel power house at Jobra was having the capacity of 0°75 M. W. 
whereas the thermal power house at Chaudwar was having 2x1°5 M.W. 
These three power houses supplied powers to Chaudwar also. But in 
course of time all these power houses were closed when the supply of 
power was made available from Hirakud. Presently power supply is 
made by hydro-electric and thermal power stations through different 
grid stations such as 132 K.Y. sub-stations at Chaudwar, Cuttack, Duhuria, 
Paradeep, Mancheswar, Jajpur Road, etc. 


The Cuttack Electrical Circle controls the Jagatsinghapur Electrical 
Division for Jagatsinghapur, the Cuttack Distribution Division, Cuttack, 
the Cuttack Electrical Division for Cuttack and the Kendraparha Electrical 
Division No. I and No. II for Kendraparha and Marshaghai. The length 
of the distribution lines of the above divisions except the Divisions Nos. I 
and II of Kendraparha are 1405°95 km. 4536 km.and 173718 km. 
respectively. The length of distribution line of the Kendraparha Division 


Nos.I and II combined is 2958°91 km. 
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Under this circle, five towns, i.e., Cuttack, Chaudwar, Kendra- 
parha, Pattamundai and Jagatsinghapur and 3615 villages were electrified 
till 31st March, 1990. The statement showing the consumption of electri- 
city by various consumers in this circle during 1990-91 is given below: 








Category No. of Units sold 
consumers 
Domestic 107,966 77,916,249 
Commercial 20,759 93,378,550 
Large-scale Industries af 66 14,45,87,868 
Medium-scale Industries re 239°) 
60,529,652 
Small-scale Industries oe 3,619 J 
Agriculture/Lift Irrigation a 4,368 48,047,909 
Public Health Department 131 7,756,226 
Street lights 4 171 1,987,601 
General purpose ee 66 60,691,883 
Kutir Jyoti as 818 (included 
in dome- 
Stic cate- 
gory) 
Public Institutions 7 110,279 


The Banki subdivision (excluding all the villages situated on the 
embankment of the Mahanadi) of the district comes under the jurisdic- 
1on of the Khordha Division, controlled by the Electrical Circle, Bhubane- 
Shwar. Till 1961, there was no supply of electricity to Banki. After 
the formation the Orissa State Electricity Board in the year 1962, it was 
decided to extend electricity to Banki initially with 33 K.V. from Barang- — 


Narajline. Finally in Februar 
. y 1963, Banki town was electrified through 
33°4 K.V., 250 K.V.A. sub-station, . 


4 


ais — town of Banki, 160 villages were electrified by 
independ ' 33 rhrough 132/33K.V. Khordha grid sub-station with an 
via eee 7° KV. fedder emanating from grid sub-station to Banki 
is 342-4 km. Th Total Tengh of the distribution lines in the eubdivision 
eee - The area of Jurisdiction of the Khordha Electrical Division 

ends, besides the Banki-I and Banki-II Community Development 


Blocks also parts of Besuni | 
gunia and Bol ‘ 
Blocks of Puri district. agarh Community Development 
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The consumption of electricity by the Banki Revenue  sybdivision 
for the year 1990-91 is given below: 





~~ $$$, 





Category No. of Units sold 
consumers 
(1) (2) (3) 
Domestic a 5,583 4,689,720 
Commercial | - 700 378,920 
Industrial my 90 540,880 
Irrigation = 33 115,515 
Lift Irrigation Points e 85 595,325 
Public Health Department i 10 960,545 





The Jajpur Road Electrical Division under the Electrical Circle 
of Jajpur Road extends its jurisdiction over Jajpur subdivision of the district. 
Mainly two towns, i. ¢., Jajpur and Jajpur Road and 1,075 villages 
were electrified till 31st March, 1990 by this circle. 


The consumption of electricity in the Jajpur Revenue subdivision 
of the district for the year 1990-91 is given blow : 








a 


Category No. of Unit sold 





consumers 
(1) (2) (3) 

(1989-90) (1990-91) 

Domestic 25,981 53,781,114 

Commercial ae 4,321 1,313,176 

Small and Medium-scale Industries .. 873 12,332,176 

Large-scale Industries and General 14 173,566,399 

purpose 

Street light - 60 90,219 

Agriculture and Irrigation = 1,468 9,062,995 

Public Health Department re 10 265,000 





The Athagarh Rural Electric Co-operative Society Limited, Atha- 
garh came into being inthe year 1974, with its headquarters at Athagarh. 
Its area of operation extends over the entire Athagarh Revenue sub-~ 
division and all the villages of Banki subdivision situated on the left 
embankment of the river Mahanadi and _ five villages of 
Tangi-Chaudwar Community Development Block. The society 
receives powers from the Orissa State Electricity Board through 
33 K. V. feeders,i.e., from Chaudwar 132/33K. V. A total number 
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of 390 villages,46 hamlets and 252 Harijan Bastis and the town of Athagarh 
were electrified till 3lst March, 1991. The length of distribution line was 
684:122 km. 


The following statement shows the sale of electricity by the society 
to various categories of consumers during 1989-90. 








Category No. of Units sold in 
consumer 1988-89 in lakhs 
up to 3/9] 

(1) (2) (3) 
Domestic 10,176 53°128 
Commercial 1,142 Vis 
Kutir Jyoti ee 1,520 7 
Agriculture - 365 4°88] 
Industrial 
Large H. T. - 2 ) 

Large L. T. as 3 | 

Medium ss 23 > 77:591 
Small i 221 

Public Health Department 2 19 0:°6959 


a 
During 1990-91 the Rural Electric Co-operative Society purchased 


4,79,43,000 units of electricity from the State Electricity Board for supply 
to its consumers. 


At present power generation, transmission and distribution in the 
district of Cuttack is looked after by the Orissa State Electricity Board, 
and the sources of power supply are the Machhkund, Balimela and 
Hirakud hydro-power stations and Talcher thermal power station of the 
state. 

MINING 


Sukinda valley of the district is the leading producer of chromite. 
ore inthe country. The total proof reserve of chromite in the state is 
of the order of 140 million tonnes. Thus 95 per cent of the reserve is loca- 
ted in the Sukinda valley. Besides chromite, high grade fireclay of 
Banki subdivision tops in quality in the entire state and caters to the need 
of many refractory industries located both inside and Outside the State, 
Certain fireclay deposits also occur in the Sadar subdivision which 
isused for refractory industries. | 


Jron-ore deposits of Tomka and Daitari (Kendujhar district) with 
a reserve of 50 million tonnes also meet the requirement of various coun. 
tries through Paradeep port, 
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TISCO Ltd. were the pioneers in the 


Sukinda valley and they obtained lease as far back as 1953 from the 


erstwhile zamindars of Sukinda Estate. 


This Company is also operating 


the Saruabil Chromite Mines since 1954. Subsequently a number of leases 


have been held by the Orissa Mining Corporation Ltd. 


and others. 


A statement showing the name of the lessee, name of the chromite 
(both working and non-working) mines, location, date of execution and 
lease area is given below. 


Name of lessee 


tr Se WH bo 


aN 


10. 


11, 


12; 


13, 


14, 


15, 
16. 


17 
18 


(1) 


. Misrilal Mines (P) 
Ltd. 

. M/s. TISCO Ltd. 

. M/s O. M. C. Ltd. 


. Mjs. O. M. C. Ltd. 
. M/s. O. M. C. Ltd. 


» M/s. O. M. C. Ltd. 
. Mjs. O .M. C. Ltd. 
. B. C. Mohanty & 


Sons (P) Ltd. 


. M/s. FACOR Ltd. 


M/s. O. M. C. Ltd. 
M/s. O. M. C, Ltd. 


Smt. 8, Sisu 


Shri P. N. Sahoo 


Shri D. B. Naik 


M/s. O. M. C. Ltd. 
M/s.O. M. C. Ltd. 


. M/s. IMFA Ltd. 
» M/s. IMFA Ltd. 


Name of Mine 


(2) 


Mineral 


(3) 


WORKING MINES 


Saruabil Chr. Mine 


Sukinda Chr. Mine 
Kalarangi Chr. Mine 
Kaliapani Chr. Mine 


South Kaliapani Chr. 
Mine 


Sukarangi Chr. Mine 
Tailangi Chr. Mine 
Kamarda Chr. Mine 


Ostapal Chr. Mine 
Daitari Iron Mine 
Tomka Iron Mine 


Sukaran Quartzite 
Mine 


Salijanga Quart zite 
Mine 


Ditto 


NON-WORKING 
Balipadia Chr. Mine 


Kamarda Saruabil 
Chr. Mine. 


Chingiripal 


Kamarda 


Chromite 


Chromite 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Tron-ore 
Ditto 


Quartzite 


Ditto 


Ditto 


MINES 
Chromite 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Area in 
hectares 


(4) 


259°000 


1261°476 
936°220 
971°245 
a9Z2 407 


382°709 
236°738 
107:240 
72°843 
1812990 
1225-027 


87°211 


43°'276 


53°317 


185-810 


23°243 


26°202 
108°860 


Date of 


execution 


(5) 


15-5-1974 


12-1-1973 
9-12-1966 

8-7-1967 
22-1-1980 


29-9-1980 

8-4-1969 
22-2-1968 
13-8-1985 
27-1-1966 
29-1-1981 


7-8-1978 


6-6-1981 


6-6-1981 


9-9-1970 
29-1-1981 


5-2-1986 
25-2-1986 


cr 
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Sukinda valley is connected by a 20 km. all-weather road from Mangalpur, 
a village on Jajpur Road-Bhuban road. It is also connected from Tomka 
by 2 24km. road. Tomka is located 15 km. away from Daitari and is 
on the side of the Expressway which connects Daitari Iron Mines to 


Paradeep port. 


The relief of the valley is 160 to 180 metres M.S.L. whereas 
Daitari and Baliparbat is 400 metres M. S. L. The rock sequence met 
within the area is detailed below: 


Soil-Aluvium, Laterite 


Recent . 
Ouartzite, conglomerate 


Unconformity 


Dolerite 


Archean Granite 


Amphibolite 


Ultar basic (Gabro Paroxinate, Nickelli ferrous 
unconformity-Cherty-Quartzite, Chrome ore 
veins) 


Iron-ore Series (Quartzite, Quartz schest phyllite, 
Ferrogenous shale) 


| 
| Quartzvein 
| 
| 
L 

Chrome ore bodies run as many as 7 bands which is least contiguous 
along the flanks of the road. The ore is mostly of 2 types, hard 
lumpy ore at the foothill of Mahagiri and other type is friable ore. It 
is mined by opencast methods. A number of quarries operate in the 
leasehold area. Quarries No. 1&2 of Kaliapani chromite mines are 
60 metres deep and are the deepest quarries in Asia. The minerals are 


mined mainly by open cast method and brought to bank to be sorted and 
screened for sale in the market. 


On an average 4 lakh tonnes of different grades of chromite are 
produced and 3°5 to 3:7 tonnes are despatched to different consuming 
centres and also to the Paradeep port for export. Out of the entire 
production about 74to 75 per cent ore is consumed by various ferro- 
alloys industries like ferro-chrome plants, charge-chrome plants, refra- 
ctory plants and chemical industries, etc. within and outside the state. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


INDUSTRIES 331 


About, 4,720 persons work in different chromite mines of Sukinda 
valley and 1,132 persons earn their livelihood from the iron-ore mines of 
Daitari and Tomka. 


Up to 1983, the Orissa Mining Corporation Ltd. and M/s. Tatza Iron 
and Steel Company Ltd. invested Rs.9°42 crores and Rs.83-70 crores 
respectively for establishment of township, machincry, hospitals, road, 
etc. and also for development of mines. A chrome ore benification 
plant in Sukinda mines with an outlay of Rs.24:94 crores for washing 
3 lakh tonnes of subgrade chrome ore is being set up by the Tata Iron 
and Steel Company Ltd. 


An one lakh tonne chrome-ore benification plant is being set up 
at Kaliapani by the Orissa Mining Corporation. One ore handling 
plant was set up also by the Orissa Mining Corporation for washing and 
screening iron ore at Daitari (Kendujhar district) having a capacity of 
25 million tonnes with an approximate investment of 19 crores in the 
year 1974 which is functioning till date. 


Production and despatch of chrome-ore and iron-ore are indicated 
below : 








Name of ore Year Production Despatch 
in lakh in lakh 
tonnes tonnes 

Chrome-ore a 1983 1°75 1°79 

1984 2°45 1:94 
1985 ius) 3°96 
1986 4°28 3°71 
1987 4°13 3°36 
Tron-ore _ 1983 2°97 1°92 
1984 2°28 2°50 
1985 2°49 2°95 
1986 pig vs 2°73 
1987 3°94 3°00 


———— yn eel 
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Mining revenue (in lakhs of rupees) of the district for 
five years is given below: 


Year Revenue Cess 
1983-84 106°59 57°74 
1984-85 90°27 93°11 
1985-86 220°18 115°90 
1986-87 512:25 159:14 
1987-88 431°56 246'07 


In the field of ferro-alloys, there is one ferro chrome plant operating 
at Jajpur Road of the district, apart from two charge chrome plants 
which are located in the adjoining districts of Baleshwar and Kendu- 
jhar. Another charge chrome plant at Chaudwar of this district has 
also been established. 


The Sukinda valley possesses the only known commercial deposits 
of nickel ore inthe country. There are prospects, that some ferro- 
alloys industries like sponge iron plant and alloy-steel industries may 
come up in the near future. 


INDUSTRIES 
Large and Medium Scale Industries 


Till Independence no major or medium industry was established 
in the district except a small glass factory which was operating at Barang 
since 1937. The Orissa Textile Mills Ltd. started production at Chaudwar 
in 1949. Since then a number of major and medium industries have been 
set up in the district. An account of these industries is given below. 


Orissa Textile Mills Ltd., Chaudwar 


The Orissa Textile Mills which was established at Chaudwar in 1946 
started production in 1949, This millis running with a capital investment 
of Rs. 74°12 lakhs as on the 31st March, 1991. It provided employment 
to 4,887 persons, both skilled and unskilled. Cotton, viscose and st aple 
fibre procured from Orissa and some other states like Punjab, Maharashtra, 
Gujarat and Andhra Pradesh are usually used as raw materials. Duri;, « the 
years 1988-89, 1989-90 and 1990-91, this mill utilised 43:06 lakh 
kg., 44-03 lakh kg. and 49°70 lakh kg. of raw materials respectively. It 
produced yarn and fabric as the finished products in the form of poplin, 
long cloth, bedsheet, drill, dosuti, canvas, cambric, etc. Marketing of 
these finished products is made throughout the country. 
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Shree Darga Glass Private Ltd., Barang 


Shree Durga Glass Private Limited, Barang was established in the 
year 1936. The paid-up capital of the unit is Rs. 33°5 lakhs. It has 
provided employment to 639 persons, both skilled and unskilled. This 
industry is operated both by electricity and manual labour. Soda ash 
silica, sand, quartz, arsenic powder, sodium nitrate, broken glass, etc. age 
used as raw materials for its production. All these raw materials are 
procured from different parts of South India, besides Rourkela, Barbil 
and Allahabad (Uttar Pradesh). A few of the materials are also imported 
from abroad. During the year 1987-88, 1988-89 and 1989-90, this 
factory utilised raw materials of 303 metric tons, 2,657 m.t. and 
4,018°5 m.t. respectively. It produced finished articles like tumblers 
and lampwares, which occupy a sound marketing base throughout 
the country. 


Indian Charge Chrome Limited, Chaudwar 


The Indian Charge Chrome Limited was established in the year 1982, 
after taking over M/S. Kalinga Tubes Ltd. set up by Sri Biju Patnaik. 
Itisa 100 per cent export-oriented unit, promoted bythe Indian Metals 
& Ferro Alloys group of industries. It is equipped with a 48 MVA 
furnace supplied by ELCEM, Norway and a 108 M.W. Captive Power 
Plant to ensure uninterrupted production. Rs.389 crores were spent 
as on the 31st March, 1991 towards its capital investment. It provides 
employment to 900 persons. The entire unit is operated by electricity. 
The plant used the raw materials like coal, chrome-ore, reductant, 
carbon paste, quartz, bauxite, etc. some of which are procured inside 
the country whereas others are imported from foreign countries 
like Germany, Norway, Turkey, Australia, etc. The quantities 
of raw materials consumed by the factory during the year 1988-89, 
1989-90 and 1990-91 were 16,344-9 m.t., 2,53,230,389 m.t. and 
5,43,654,986 m.t. respectively. It produced power of 27,619°-4 MWH, 
3084482 MWH and 5,03,799'7 MWH during the above years 
respectively, It also produced ferro-chrome of 80m.t. and 20-105 m.t. 
during 1989-90 and 1990-91 respectively. The marketing of the 
Products are done at Captive Consumption, Indian Metals & Ferro 
Alloys Ltd., Orissa State Electricity Board, Tata Iron and Steel 
Company (conservation job) and also exported to Krupp, Germany. 


Electricity generation from the power plant, after meeting the 
Captive requirement, is supplied tothe State Electricity Board’s grid. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


334 CUTTACK 


Paradeep Phosphates Ltd., Paradeep 


Paradeep Phosphates Limited (P.P.L.) is located at Paradeep about 
80 kilometres fromthe city of Cuttack. It was established asa joint 
venture of the Government of India and Island Republic of Nauru 
in 1981. The Phosphatic fertiliser complex which is based on world’s 
latest fertiliser technology has been built in two phases. The first 
phase of the project comprising diammonium phosphates (DAP) plant 
of capacity 2,400 m.t. per day (7'2 lakh m.t. per annum) along with 
ascore of necessary off-site facilities was successfully commissioned in 
1986, whereas the second phase was commissioned in 1990 which 
comprised a phosphatic acid plant of capacity 750 m.t. of P, Os per 
day (2°25lakh m.t. per annum), sulphuric acid plant of capacity 
2,000 m.t. per day (66 lakh m.t. per annum) and captive power 


plant of capacity 32 M.W. 


The total project cost was Rs. 630°82 crores and the authorised 
capital is Rs. 120 crores. The total enrolment of employees of the 
plant as on the Ist July, 1991 was 875 including 487 non-supervisory staff, 
The raw materials used andthe quantities of fertilisers produced from 
1988-89 to 1990-91 are as follows : 





Year Raw Quantities 
materials produced 
(in m.t.) (in lakhs 

m.t.) 

(1) (2) (3) 
a 
1988-89 ee 5,41,000 6°265 
1989-90 a 2,14,000 2°470 
1990-91 ne 3,26,500 3'289 


ee 


The production is marketed throughout the country. The total] 
sale of fertiliser touched arecord of 7:70 lakhs m. t. with a turnover 
of about Rs. 320°82 crores during 1990-91. 


Shree Sarala Weavers’ Co-operative Spinning 
Mill Limited, Nausira, Tirtol 


Shree Sarala Weavers’ Co-operative Spinning Mill, which was 
established inthe year 1981 at Nausira, Tirtol started production 
from October 1985. Its capital investment was Rs, 528-20 lakhs 
upto the end of 1990-91. It has provided employment to 1,285 persons 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


INDUSTRIES 335 


both skilled and unskilled. This mill is controlled by a Board of 
Directors and hes produced yarn of 25:24 lakh ke., Rs. 25°35 lakh 
kg. and 24°72 lakh kg. during the years 1987-88, 1988-89 and 
1989-90 respectively. 


Konark Jute Ltd., Dhanmandal 


The Konark Jute Limited, Dhanmandal incorporated on the 27th 
January, 1975 is the outcome ofa joint venture agreement between 
the Industrial Development Corporation of Orissa Ltd., Bhubaneshwar 
and the National Agricultural Co-operative Marketing Federation of 
India, New Delhi. This is the first and the only modern and inte- 
grated jute mill of the State of Orissa. This Company functions 
under its Board of Directors consisting of 13 members in the maxiny m. 
The total employees on regular roll of the company including both 
technical and non-technical is 1,862 persons. Jute, the basicraw material 
for the industry, abundantly grows in Orissa. When the jute is not locally 
available, the factory procures the same from other © states 
like Andhra Pradesh, West Bengal, Bihar and Assam. The raw 
jute consumptions of this electrically driven factory during the 
period 1988-89, 1989-90 and 1990-91 were 8.844 m. t., 7,806 m.t. and 
7,271 m.t, and the finished products for these years were 
8,755 m. t., 7,657 m.t. and 7,427 m.t. respectively. The products 
of the factory are supplied to different cement factories, rice mills, 
private customers, etc. in the state. Sometimes these are 
also sold to outside states like Madhya Pradesh. The average sales range 
from 850 to 900 m.t. per month. | 


The company has incurred huge losses so far (1990-91) owing to 
non-remunerative sale price, low productivity, intra and inter union 
tivalry, power crises, absentism, etc. However, the factory is making 
all efforts to exploré\market within the state and outside to get higher 
sales revenue in order to reduce the losses. 


Shree Jagannath Weavers’ Co-operative Spinning Mills Ltd., Nuapatna 


Shree Jagannath Weavers’ Co-operative Spinning Mills Limited, 
Nuapatna (Tigiria) of Cuttack district was established inthe year 1980 
with a capital investment of Rs. 904 lakhs. The mill which is 
completely run by electricity has given employment to 937 persons 
both skilled and unskilled. 
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A Board of Directors manage the mills. It manufactures cotton 
yarns of 40s, 60s, 80s and 100s count with single and double yarn. 
It has the facility of bleaching, dyeing and mercerizing. The quantity of 
goods produced by the mills during 1988-89, 1989-90 and 1990-91 were 
7:28 lakh quintals, 9°47 lakh quintals and 9°62 lakh quintals respece 
tively. The products of the mills are sold to handloom weavers, 
Apex Societies Corporations of the State as well as outside the 
State and also to private parties. The mill also has started exporting 
yarn to Bangladesh since 1985. 


Ferro Chrome plant, Jajpur Road 


The Ferro Chrome Plant, Jajpur Road with a licensed capacity 
of 10,000 m. t. of low carbon ferro chrome (L.C.F.C.) was commissioned 
in 1969. Besides L.C.F.C,, it produces H.C.F.C. Ferro Chrome is an 
alloy of iron and chromium and is used in the manufacture of 
stainless steel and special steels. Since 1969 the plant has exported 
ferro chrome valued at Rs. 157°00 million to countries like U.S.A.,, 
Japan, Italy, Korea, Australia, Rumania and Philippines. With a 
view to overcome the perennial power problem, the unit is setting 
up a captive power plant with a capacity of 95 M.W. with an 
investment of Rs. 150°00 million to be commissioned in 1991-92, 
The capital investment in this plant is Rs. 234°64 million. 687 
persons are directly employed in it. The present annual net turnover 
of the plant is Rs. 300 million approximately. 


Konark Ceramics Private Limited, Khuntuni 


This was established at Khuntuni in the year 1964 with a capital 
investment of Rs. 10 lakhs. It provides employment to 61 
persons both skilled and unskilled. Fireclay, china clay, quartz 
and felspar are used indigenously for production like ceramic and 
refractory goods as_ per ISI specifications. It is marketed through 
the wholesale dealers and also sold to private consumers. 


Eastern Metals and Ferro-Alloys Limited 


This was establishedinthe year 1981 at Haridaspur with a capita] 
investment of Rs.92 lakhs. The factory provides employment opportu- 
nities to 99 persons including officials and daily workers. 
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Aluminium ingots, chromite ore, manganese ore, ilmenite sand, 
vanadium sludge, moly oxide and pyrochlore concentrate are used as 
raw materials in this factory to produce ferro-alloys like ferro-titanium, 
ferro-molybdenum, ferro-manganese, ferro-vanadium, low carbon ferro- 
chrome and ferro-aluminium as finished items. This factory, in which 
"8.881083 m. t. of raw materials were used during the last three years 
from 1988 to 1991, is run by electricity and also by manual labour. The 
factory manufactured 1,569°309 m. t. finished goods during the said 
years. The consumers of these products are the steel plants and ordnance 
factories located in different parts of the country and the Bharat Heavy 
Electricals Ltd. However, efforts are being made for diversification 
of its products of higher grade for export. 


East Coast Breweries & Distilleries Ltd., Paradeep 


The company was an assisted unit of the Industrial Development 
Corporation of Orissa which started commercial production during July 
1979. The management of this unit was taken over by IDCOL in March 
1983. The annual capacity of the plant is to produce 60,000 hecto- 
litres of both light and strong beer. The unit has maintained high quality 
of its products which has been well accepted in the market in all states, 
After the management was taken over by IDCOL, its performance both 
physical and financial has improved considerably. Capital investment 
in this unit is Rs. 42°2 million. About 153 persons are directly employed 
init. The present annual net turnover is Rs. 80 million. 


Badamba Co-operative Sugar Factory, Badamba 


A co-operative sugar factory at Badamba was established in 1983-84 
with an installed capacity of 420 m. t. of sugar per 8-hour shift. The 
working capital and the share capital of the factory which benefited 4,462 
sugar-cane growers of 343 co-operative societies were Rs. 13,25,93,000 
and Rs. 6,57,00,000 respectively. Before the factory was leased to a 
private company in 1990-91, 56 persons were appointed on regular 
basis, in addition to a number of casual labourers engaged in the factory. 
During 1989-90 the factory produced 2,000 m. t. of sugar and the quan- 
tities of sugar sold was valued at Rs. 7 Ickhs. 


Ballarpur Industries Limited, Chaudwar 


The Titagarh }Paper Mill located at Chaudwar was established in 
1960 with an annual capacity to produce 18,000 tonnes of paper and 
pulp approximately. 1,500 employees were working in this unit. But 
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this mill became a sick unit and the production was totally stopped for 
some years. On Ist May, 1991 it was taken over by Ballarpur Industries 
Limited. The production has started again. 


Orissa Cotton Mills, Bhagatpur, Cuttack 


The Orissa Cotton Mills, Bhagatpur was originally initiated by Pandit 
Godabarish Mishra, one of the founding fathers of Orissa. This mill 
was started in the year 1946 and worked upto 1954 and since then it was 
closed till 1962 and again started functioning upto 1965. Thereafter, 
it remained closed until it was taken over by the Government of India 
in 1972 and finally became nationalised with effect from Ist April, 1974. 
It started productionin December 1973, under the National Textile Corpo- 
ration Ltd., which is running till date. Till 31st March,1991, this 
establishment had invested Rs. 577°78 lakhs and has provided employ- 
ment to 880 persons both skilled and unskilled as on 3i1st July, 1992. 
The quantity of raw materials consumed during last three years 
1989-90, 1990-91 and 1991-92 are 10°73 lakh kg., 10°51 lakh kg. and 
10'85lakh kg. of cottonrespectively. It also produced finished materials 
of 9°38 lakh kg, 9°18 lakh kg, and 9°58 lakh kg. of yarn respectively 
in the above years. 


Small-scale Industries 


Although Cuttack, the headquarters of the district, has remained 
a place of commercial importance since long, the industrial development 
of the district in all sectors till Independence was very insignificant. 
During the last forty years, government have taken various measures 
for infrastructural development and to motivate people for setting up 
small-scale industries. Industrial Estate Programme started towards 
the end of the 2nd Five-year Plan with objective of locating industrial 
centres in important places of the district. Supply of readymade factory 
sheds were the direct incentive to the entrepreneurs to set up small-scale 
industries in the industrial estates. The District Industries Centres were 
formed for the districts on 1st July, 1978 to act as the nodal point for assis- 
ting the enterpreneurs in supplying all services and supports required 
for promotion, establishment and follow up action in respect of small 
and village sectors under oneroof. Before the establishment of the District 
Industries Centre, the number of small-scale industries (S.S.I.) in the district 
was 2,539. With the assistance of the District Industries Centre the indus- 
trial activities increased considerably. By the end of 1988-89 the number 
of small-scale industrial units nearly doubled with a total Investment of 
Rs. 6,304°88 lakhs, These units generated employment for 33,731 persons. 
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Till 31st March, 1990 there were 6,921 small-scale industries of various 
categoriss in the district as described below: 


Food and Allied Industries 


Processing of paddy, wheat, oil-seeds and establishment of bakery, 
rice hullers, Atta-Chakies, preparation of pickles, snacks/confectioneries, 
etc. fall under the category of food and allied industries. The total 
number of such units set up under this category during the above period 
stood at 652 with total investment of Rs. 967°81 lakhs. These units provided 
employment to 4,293 persons and are mainly concentrated in urban and 
semi-urban areas of the district. 


Chemical-based Industries 


Various items like homoeopathic dilution, Ayurvedic medicine, 
acids, phenyl, paints and chemicals, candles, soaps, industrial grease, 
sodium starch, Gudakhu, etc. are manufactured under the category of 
chemical-based industries. The total number of such industries were 
227 with a capital investment of Rs. 612°60 lakhs. These 
industries, mainly located at Cuttack, Jagatpur, Cheudwar, Paradeep, 
Jakara, Banki, Athagarh, Kendraparha, etc. generated employment for 
1,473 persons. 


Electricals and Electronic Industries 


Manufacture of various electrical fittings such as electrical bulbs, 
power and distribution transformers, repair of electrical appliances, 
T.V. antenna, tape-recorder, radio, storage of battery come under the 
category of electrical and electronic industries. The total number of 
such industries in the district till 31st March, 1990 was 78 with a capital 
investment of Rs. 256°74 lakhs. These industries which provided 
employment to 582 persons are mainly located at Cuttack, Jajpur, 
Paradeep, Jagatpur, Kendraparha, etc. 


Engineering and Metal-based Industries 


The engineering and metal-based industries, mainly located at Cuttack, 
Jagatpur, Paradeep, Pratapnagar, etc. are ancillary in nature. Articles 
like fabricated gates and grills, agricultural equipments, steel and alluminium 
utensils, M.S. rods and rolling materials, C.J. gas light engineering 
works, etc. are manufactured by these industries. These industries are 
698 in number with a capital investment of Rs. 1,221°65 lakhs and have 
provided employment to 4,738 persons. 
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Forest and Food-based Industries 


Though the district of Cuttack is poor in forest, still the timbers 
coming from the adjacent districts have led to the growth of a large 
number of forest-based industries. There are 870suchtyre of industries 
in the district which provide employment to 5,219 persons. These indus- 
tries located in different parts of the district were established with a capital 
investment of Rs. 502°08 lakhs. 


Glass and Ceramic Industries 


The glass and ceramic industries are mainly manufacturing sanitary 
wares, wash basins, crockeries, refractory bricks, articles on glass, etc. 
These are mainly located at Cuttack, Athagarh, Baranga, Chaudwar, 
Jagatpur, etc. The total number of such industries were 321 in number 
witha capital investment of Rs.391°52 lakhs and employment potentiality 
for 4,702 persons. 


Liyestock and JLeather Products Industries 


This district has got sufficient livestock resources. Various industries 
with leather as basic raw material have been established. Manufacturing 
of shces, Chapals, the repairing of shces and tanning of leather come 
under this type of industries which are mainly lecated at Cuttack, Jajpur, 
Kendraparha, Jagatsinghapur, etc. There are 49 such industries in the 
district giving employment to 400 persons and have Leen established with 
a capital investment of Rs. 100°30 lakhs. 


Paper and Paper Products Industries 


Manufacturing of paper, paper bags, printing and binding of books, 
paper cups, paper plates, etc. are placed under this category of paper and 
paper products industries. The total number of such industries in the 
district was 100 in which a sum of Rs. 171:24 lakhs has been invested. 
The industries provided employment to 679 persons. 


Textile Industries 


Small-scale industries engaged in various hand-loom products like 
lungi, gamuchha, saree, Janata dhoti, etc., and various power-loom 
products come under the category of textile industries. The total number 
of such units working upto 1989 was 696 with a capital investment of 
Rs. 62460 lakhs. The industries provided employment to 4,890 persons, 
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Rubper aud Plastic Industries 


The small-scale industries engaged in tyre retreading, resoling, 
manufacturing various rubber products, plastic pens, plastic combs, 
P V_ €C cables, fishing floats, toys and baskets, polythene bags, 
plastic container, spectacleseframes fall under the category of rubber 
and plastic industries. There were 57 such industries in the district 
with a capital investment of Rs. 261°95 lakhs. It provided employment 
to 378 persons. All these industries Were mainly located at Cuttack, 
Jagatpur, Paradeep, Kendraparha, Jajpur, Athagarh, etc. 


Repair and Servicing Industries 


Servicing of auto engines, body building of heavy motor vehicles 
like bases and trucks, repairing of bi-cycles, rickshaws, welding of 
motor vzhicles, spray paintings, etc. are included in the repair and 
servicing industries. The total number of such units established in 
the district were 646 with a capital investment of Rs. 452°23 lakhs. 
These industries mainly located at Cuttack and other urban areas of 
the district generated employment for 975 persons. 


Miscellaneous Manufacturing Industries 


Industries engaged in manufacturing coal briquettes, corrugated 
card board boxes, P. S. C. Poles, stone crushing, block printing, etc. 
come under the category of miscellancous manufacturing industries, 
There are 621 such units estabilished with a capital investment of 
Rs. 742°16 lakhs. These industries provided employment to 3,402 
persons. 


Source of raw materials supplied to the Industries 


The raw materials are procured from various sources. In case of 
indigenous raw materials, the samz2 are directly procured by the entre 
Prenzurs. Certain scarce raw materials are procured by the Orissa 
Small Industries Corporation (O. S. I. C.) and distributed to the 
desrving small-scale industrial units on the recommendation of the 
General Manager, District Industries Centre. The raw materials 
required to be imported, are procured through the Joint/Assistant 
Controller of Imports and Exports. 


Hand-loom Weaving 


Hand-loom industry in the district has its own origin and dignity, 
The fashionable silk tussar, pata and bapta sarees of Nuapatna and 
Maniabandha area of the district have earned enviable reputation and 
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fame for texture, modernity and durability. The. multi-coloured sarees 
of Ragadi, Badabag, Tulasipur and Gopalpur cccupy a place of 
prominence in the hand-loom trade. 


_ The weavers of Gopalpur area have aningrained artistic knowledge 
inthe weaving of silk and pata matha sarees like the weavers of Nua- 
patna areas of Tigiria Community Development Block. Most of the 
weavers of Nuapatna, Maniabandhha, Birabarpur, Muktanagar, Abhiman- 
pur are locally known as ‘Sarak’ whereas the weavers living in Adhai- 
gundi, Kanapur, Gambilo of Narasinghapur Community Development 
Block, and Tulasipur, Kalapathar and Jagannathpur of Banki Com- 
munity Development Block are locally known as ‘Rangani’. The 
weavers of Nuapatna area are Buddhist. The ‘Sarak’ and ‘Rangani’ 
weavers are vegetarian. Some of the weavers living in Jajpur and 
Jagatsinghapur subdivisions are also vegetarian. 


In this district the weaving industry was a caste profession of 
Saraks, Tantis, Patrasand Ranganis. But now other caste people are 
also engaged in this industry. During the pre-Inderendent reriod 
the rural artisans were weaving plain fabrics through their throw- 
shutter pit-looms. Gradually this system was replaced by fly-shutter 
frame looms. To safeguard this age-old industry, steps have teen taken 
to organise more weavers’ co-operative societies so that all types of 
Government aids, subsidies and assistance can effectively be provided 
to the member-artisans and their products can properly be marketed. 
In order to boost up the productivity and scope of :product range, time- 
saving devices such as dobby, jaequard and take-up-motion have been 
introduced. 


There were 111 hand-loom weavers’ co-operative societies in the 
district with 17,186 weavers enrolled as members as on the 31st March, 1990, 
These societies, which employed 26,088 persons, were established with 
a capital investment of Rs. 747°32 lakhs. The quantity of raw materials 
consumed by these societies during the years 1987-88, 1988-89 and 
1989-90 were 16°93 lakh kg., 16°62 lakh kg. and 11:34 lakh Kg. resrpecti- 
vely. They produced 135°47 lakh sq. metres, 132°94 lakh sq. metres 
and 90°75 lakh sq. metres of cloths as finished goods during these 
3 years respectively. 
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There were 13,044 looms in operation out of which 11,783 looms 
had adopted modern techniques by 3ist March, 1990. The main centres 
of activity of these co-operative societies are Nuapatna, Kendraparha 
and Chhatiabata. 


To know the Socio-economic condition of the weavers, a National 
Hand-loom Census was undertaken in the year 1987-88 by the Central 
Government through respective State Governments. From the report 
published by the Government of India, it is found that there were 12,716 
weavers households with looms, 1,073 households without looms and 65 
non-household units inthe district. The total weaver population and the 
total looms position of this district were 76,113 and 20,139- respectively. 
Concentration of this community is mostly found in Jagatsinghapur, 
Raghunathpur, Rasulpur, Tigiria, Narasinghapur and Banki Community 
Development Blocks of the district. 


The Orissa Hand-loom Weavers’ Co-operative Ltd., procures the 
products from the Primary Weavers’ Co-operative Societies to market 
them through its sale outlets situated in the urban and semi-urban areas, 
both inside and outside the district. 


Moreover, the fashionable hand-loom sarees of Nuapatna and Manta- 
bandh with its superb and attractive designs, texture and colour is having 
worldwide appreciation. It has a good market in different metropolies 
of the country and is sometimes exported abroad. Measures like orga- 
nization of exhibitions allowing rebates on sale of hand-loom clothes on 
special occasions, are being taken to popularise the hand-loom fabrics. 
In spite of all efforts by the Government regarding financing the artisans, 
the non-availability of specific and adequate raw materials, lack of mar- 
keting facilities, transportation difficulties, insufficient technical know- 
how, linking of products with marketing and want of consumption 
pattern survey at regular intervals, constituted largely for non-improve- 
ment of the economic status of the artisans. The wages earned by the 
weavers are not adequate to maintain their day-to-day life. The poor 
and illiterate weavers of the district are ignorant about the financial 
pattern and schemes of the government lunched from time to time, 
The keen competition with mill-made clothes and power-loom products 
also poses serious challenge to the growth and development of hand-loom 
industry. 
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In the following statement is given information about the name and 
location, year of establishment, line of creration, quantities of finished 
products, capital investment, persone employed and management of the 
power-looms of the district. 

a 


Baladevjew Chhatia Sri Parbati Maa Bauti 
= ene a Weaving Mill, Power-loom Power-loom, 
W.C.S., Chhatia W.C.S., W.Cc.S., 
Kendraparha Rahama Athagarh 
a 
(a) Year of establish- 1959 1958 1988 1988 
ment 
Li f opera- Operated by Operated by Operated by Operated by 
~) on “we Electricity Electricity Electricity Electricity 
(c)Finished 
ro ucts 
(lakh. m. t.) : 
1987-88 2°06 6°61 
1988-89 0°10 12°28 Re 
1989-90 13°62 14°45 10°66 
(d) Capital Invest- 27°33 8°20 63°00 58°00 
ment (Rs. in lakh) 
(1989-90) 
(e)Persons 200 200 300 300 
employed 


(f) Management Handed over to Handed over to Co-operative Co-operative 
0.8 Cc. on C. 8. T. C. on 
lease basis lease basis 
with effect from with effect from 
25.2.1989 April 1984 





Panchayat Industries 


Under the Panchayat Industries Programme 10 units were set up 
in 1961-62 by the State Government out of which three Panchayat Samiti 
Industrial (P.S.I.) units are now functioning under the Cuttack District 
Industries Centre. The details of these industries are given below: 


pet 


Name of the Co-operative Share Capital Working capital 


Society invested by loan granted 
Government 
1. Salepur Wood Works (P.S.I.) 1,42,000 1,26,277°85 
2. Madhusudan Blacksmith 1,60,000 35,678°12 
Industrial : | ' 
3. Binishpur Oil Mill (P.S.L.) 2,40,200 


Sa are ae ee 
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Cottage Industries 


The district enjoys a pride of place in the state for its rich traditional] 
handicrafts. Thke popular crafts on silver filigree, golden grass and tie 
and dye fabrics are widely appreciated. These crafts have thrived through 
the ages for their artistic appeal and traditional charactrristics. The 
clay mcdelling craft has gained popularity due to the matchless skill of 
the clay mcdellers in giving lively forms and shares to various gods and 
gcddesses during cultural and religious fairs and festivals like Durga Puja, 
Kali Puja, Bali Jatra, etc. The other important handicrafts of this district 
are the horn craft, wocd carving, costumes, dress and jewellery for use 
in theatres and operas, pattachitra, tie and dye textile, paintings, stone 
carving, papier-mache, brass and bell-metal works, Dhokra castings and 
cane and bamboo works. 


The village industries viz., carpentry, blacksmithy, pottery, brick 
making, leather, cane and bambco, Gur and Khandsari exist in almost 
all parts of the district. The artisans engaged in these industries use 
the raw materials which are locally available and they depend solely on 
the local market for marketing their products. They use the traditional 
tools and implements. These village industries are being patronised 
by the State Government and the Orissa Khadi and Village Industries 
Board for their improvement. Under tke Rural Industries Programme 
of Government, the village artisans are imparted training to upgrade 
their skill. They are trained to use modern sophisticated tools and 
implements. Financial assistance in form of loans and grants are given 
by the Khadi and Village Industries Board to the village artisans at a low 
rate of interest. Both capital expenditure and working capital loans 
are granted in favour of individual artisans to set up home units. 


Block-level Artisan Industrial Multipurpose Co-operative Societies 
have been functioning in all the Community Development Blocks of the 
district and financial assistance is granted to the artisans of different 
category through the co-operative societies. The societies also arrange 
to supply raw materials to the artisans and take up marketing of the 
finished products. The artisans are also being assisted under the Inte- 
grated Rural Development Programme to set up cottage industries units 
in rural areas. 


Silver Filigree Works 


The district has a long tradition of meticulous and sophisticated 
craftmanship in silver filigree works, which are highly appreciated in 
National and international markets mainely for their superb designs. 
They are presented as souvenirs and gifts by important fuctionaries 
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including the State Government to persons of national and international 
eminence visiting the state. The artisans engaged in this craft are con- 
centrated in Cuttack city and its near-by villages. ‘This craft had suffi- 
cient encouragement during the Mughal period but subsequently suffered 
for lack of encouragement and marketing facilities. Most of the artisans 
engaged in the trade had to seek other avenues for their livelihood under 
difficult conditions. In 1952,the State Government took a bold step 
to ameliorate the conditions of these artisans by bringing them in its 
co-operative fold. 


It has been estimated that about 5,000filigree artisans are now engaged 
in the craft. Attempts have been made to bring them to the cc-orerative 
fold by organising more co-operative societies and strengthening these 
societies by supplying raw materials and providing market facilities. The 
number of filigree societies now working in Cuttack city and near-by 
areas is given below: 








Sl. Name of the Co-op- Member- Share capital Other arrange- 
No. erative Society ship (No.) investment ments received 
from Governe 
ment 
(Rs.) (Rs.) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1. Orissa Filigree - 187 84,600 9,700 
2. Jaganath Filigree .. 50 11,250 5,400 
3. Shriram Filigree 12 2,650 4,500 
4. Shri Maa Chandi Filigree 20 4,500 5,400 
a 
Horn Craft 


Horn work is another important craft of Cuttack city. More than 
200 artisans are engaged in this craft in the city itself. Varieties of fancy 
articles, utility articles and decorative pieces are made of horn. The 
plastic industry has very badly affected this craft. But on account of 
artistic and durable nature, there is great demand for these products in and 
outside the state. One co-operative society under the name “Utkal 
Gaurab Madhusudan Co-operative Horn Works Ltd.” is functioning in 
Cuttack since 1973. The Cuttack Gramodyog Marketing Co-operative 


Society Ltd. and the Orissa Co-operative Handicraft Corporation help in 
the sale of these products. 
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Wood Carving 


Even though the Orissan style of wood carving is widely practised in 
this district, its products have a special attraction for their modern design 
and lively touch. The artisans working in this craft live in Cuttack city, 
Barambagarh, Gopalpur, Sankhameri, Maniabandha, and in Kendraparha 
and Sukinda areas. About 200 artisans are reported to have been engaged 
in the craft out of whom at least 25 belong to very skilled category. 


Theatrical Dress and Jewellery 


The artists engaged in making theatrical dresses and jewelleries procure 
raw materials from Calcutta and produce theatrical dresses and jewelleries 
as per the requirement of opera parties. The artisans who are few in 
number and mainly concentrated in Cuttack city find engagement in this 
craft all the year round. 


Pattachitra 


Patta painting is a unique art of Orissa having some concentration 
in the district. The artisans reside in Manapur near Tigiria, Champatipur 
near Sampada and Badamba. They depict through beautiful colour 
combination gods, goddesses and mythological anecdotes. The 
raw materials required for the craft are tamarind seed paste, waste cloth 
and different colours which are locally available. 


Clay-toy and Statuary 


The clay toy and statuary industry of the district is famous for its 
artistic works. The artisans live both in urban and rural areas of the 
districtand make very attractive life-like toys which have a great demand 
throughout the state. The toy makers have inherited the art by tradition. 
They get seasonal work during festivals like Durga Puja, Kali Puja, Ganesh 
Puja, etc. The statuary is one of the impressive items of handicrafts in the 
district, Statues of gods and goddesses are installed in the form of idols 
during festive occasions. It is this tradition of creation and 
appreciation that has kept up this art industry alive. 


Tie and Dye Textile Painting 


The artisans (weavers) practising tie and dye textile paintings are 
found mostly in Nuapatna, Tigiria, Maniabandha and Badamba areas 
of the district. This is a traditional industry. Weavers’ co-operative 
societies have been organised among the artisans to develop the craft. 
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Stone Carving 


The traditional stone carving of Ouissa has its linkage at Lalitagiri 
and Sukhuapada. The artisans of Lalitagir! are better trained in 
giving shape to statues. At Sukhuapada stone ware articles are made, 
Two co-operative societies have been organised at these places to assist 
the artisans to improve the craft. About 80 artisans are engaged in this 
craft. 


Papier-mache 

The main raw material for the papier-mache craft is waste paper 
pulp. Temple figures, animals and modern statues are made from this 
raw material mostly for the purpose of decoration. The artisansof this 
craft mainly reside in Cuttack city, Badamabagarh, Bindhanima and 
Community Development Block areas of Raghunathpur and Bari. 
Biutiful papier-mache articles are made in the Orissa Poor Industries 
Cottag:, Cuttack. The artisans get part-time employment inthe craft. 
The unbreakable toys produced by the artisans in Orissa Poor Industry 
Cottage are very famous in and outside the State, 


Brass and Bell-metal 


The artisans of this industry are concentrated at Baidyarajpur 
(Jzypur) Bindhanima (Tigiria), Bhattimunda, Ganraba and Kanpur 
villages. They produce bell-metal utensies and decorative items in their 
traditional style and sell the products locally. The Bell-metal Industrial 
Co-operaive Societies have veen organised in the district and about 
1,500 artisans are Now engaged in the craft. The industry prcvides 
employment to the artisans throughout the year. 


Dhokra Casting 


Dhokra casting is a tribal craft. On account of its primitive 
nature the Dhokra articles have export demand. The artisans 
concentrate at Badasinga of Badamba and Narasinghapur areas. The 
articles are sold through the Orissa Handicrafts Co-operaive 
Corporation, 


Golden Grass Works 


Expression of art through golden grass is a speciality of the 
district. This craft is popular among ladiesand children. The weed 
used as raw material is generally available in water-logged low-lying 
areas of Kendraparha area. The craft is prevalent in coastal belt 
especially in Gadamadhupur, Kujang, Jajpur and Kendraparha areas. 
About 500 artisans are partly employed inthis craft. The ladies in 
their leisure time make the articles of golden grass in their homes. 
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These products have export potentiality and are channeclised fer sate 
through the Orissa State Handicrafts Co-operative Corporation Ltd., 
Bhubaneshwar and private traders. There is also demand for the products 
in local markets inside the state. Financial assistance is being given to 
the co-operative societies organised among theartisans. Two production 
centres have been set up at Jajanga and Gadamadhupur to supply raw 
materials to the artisans and to collect the finished articles for sale 
through the Orissa State Handicraft Corporation Ltd., Bhubaneshwar. 
Two handicraft schools are functioning at Samalpur and Jaganathpur 
near Kendraparha to impart training to the girls in golden grass craft. 
The intake capacity of these two schools is 40 per annum. 


Cane and Bamboo 


The bamboo articles are meant mostly for domestic purposes. The 
traditional cane and bamboo artisans are widespread in the district, 
Government crafts school has been set up at Ghasiput in Banki-Dampada 
Block to train up children above the age of 14 years in the craft. The 
weaker sections of the society usually take up this craft for their livelihood. 
The artisans of Kendraparha, Patamundai, Banki-Dampada areas produce 
cane and bamboo baskets, cane sofa sets, etc. for domestic use. 


Carpet Weaving 


Among the new crafts introduced in the district, woollen carpet weaving 
is significant. Training centres have been organised in Telengapentha, 
Tirtol, Raghunathpur, Rahama, Baranga, Kantapada and Rajkanika to 
Provide training to local people especially the ladies in woolen carpet 
Weaving with technical collaboration with M/s. Triveni Carpets, India. 


About 150 artisans are now engaged in producing woolen carpet 
of high artistic design of export value. The products get marketed through 
the Triveni Carpets, India. This new craft has gained popularity among 
the rural women folk. Co-operative societies have been formed ineach 
of the above places taking the passed out trainees as members of these 
societies. Government assistance in shape of share capital contribution 
and managerial subsidy is being provided to strengthen the activities of 
these sccieties, 
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Coir Industries 


Cocoanut cultivation exits eoctiyi in the coastal area of Jagatsinghapur 
and Kendraparha subdivisions of the district. In other two subdivisions 
i.c., Cuttack Sadar and J ajpur, cocoanut cultivation is also fast developing. 
It is estimated that about 6,85,700 cocoanut trees exist in the disfrict. 
The subdivision-wise break up in production of cocoanuts is given 
below: 


Nos. 

1. Jagatsinghapur Subdivision 6,901,000 
2, Kendraparha Subdivision | 5,900,000 
3. Cuttack Sadar Subdivision 4,765,000 
4. Jajpur Subdivision 1,538,000 
5. Banki Subdivision 466,000 
6. Athgarh Subdivision 1,000,000 

20,570,000 


—s 


Out of the total production, about 40 per cent of cocoanuts are 
used at its tender stage for ‘drinking purposes. The husks 
of mature cocoanuts are suitable for the coir industry. Though 
this is not a traditional industry of the district, it has wide 
scope for development. Basically this cottage industry is labour-intensive 
and it provides ample opportunity to the rural women, particularly weaker 
sections of the community to earn their livelihood at their homes. Coir 
spinning and rope making are very popular among them. The coir yarn 
which is being produced by hand spinning or by using wooden or steel 
Charakhas is utilised in making coir ropes, door mats, mattings, sustained 
coir, etc. These products have a good market within the district as well as 
outside the district. 


In this coir industry, Cuttack occupies second position in the state 
next to Puri district. The industry is now fast developing both in private 
and co-operative sectors. Keeping in view the potentiality for the devolap- 
ment of coir industry in the district, training is being imparted under 
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TRYSEM and other schemes. The following training centres on coir 
were functioning in the district during 1990-91. 











Name of the Institution Year of Persons 
starting trained 
so far 

1. Alanahat Coir Training-cum-Demon- 1979-80 130 


stration-cum-Service Sub-Centre, 
At/Po. Alanahat 


2. Vocational Training Centre, Baranga 1985-86 82 


— 


Training is also imparted under different programmes/institutions 
like TRYSEM & Coir Field Training Centres of Coir Board, etc. 


The following small-scale industries on coir have been set up in the 
district. These industries cater to the needs of basic raw materials (i. ¢. 
coir fibre) by the cottage units. 


1, Sarala Coir Unit at Balitutha (Erasama Community Develop- 
ment Block) 


2. Saraswati Coir Rope Unit, At/Po-Sikudi (Rajakanika Com- 
munity Development Block) 


3. Unique Coir Rope Unit at Majurai (Kantapada Community 
Development Block) 


4. Rebraj Coir Industry at Kesharpur (Derabis Community 
Development Block) 


5. Mohanty & Sons, Chandol (Salepur Community Development 
Block) 


6. DiptiCoir Unit at Gopalpur (Balikuda Community Develop- 
ment Biock) 


Under co-operative fold, 16 Coir Industrial Co-operative Societies are 
now functioning with a total membership of 3,660. Government assistance 
in shape of share capital investment, managerial subsidy, modernisation 
of machinery and construction of godown-cum-show room is being 
Provided to the Coir Industrial Co-operative Societies. Coir Board is also 
Supplying improved tool-kits to trained persons and investment subsidy 
to the registered coir units. Industrial units developed under small- 
scale industry sector, get 25 per cent subsidy from the Coir Board on 


fixed capital assets and enjoy other incentives admissible to small- 
scale industries. 
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Ancilliary Industries 


Large and medium scale industries before and after their set up require 


building materials, spare parts of machinery and other services which the 
ancilliary industries supply. In case, such industries have not been set 
up, they are encouraged at a later stage. 


Though remarkable achievements have been made in setting up small- 


scale ancilliary industries in the district, a proper linkage with the require- 
ments of large and medium scale industries was not attempted until 


recently. 


A list of some small-scale ancilliary industries is given below: 


ee al 
ee 


Sl. 


No. 


(1) 


Name of Units Items 


(2) (3) 


oe A 


1. M/s. Manishree Refractories & Refractory bricks etc. 
Ceramics, Industrial Estate, 
Cuttack 

2. M/s. Bharat Foundry, I. E., Cuttack Foundry (non-ferrous) Brass, 

gunmetal 

3. M/s. Universal Screw Factory, Bolt, nut, dies, screws 
Telengapentha 

4. M/s. Key Bee Chemicals, 1. E., Jagatpur Alum 

5. M/s. Ss. Popular Chemical Industry, Sealling wax and Candle 
Kajdita, I. E., Cuttack Wax, Bees Wax, Carnanba 

Wax 

6. M/s. Ananya Nut & Bolts, I.E, Jagatpur Nut & Bolts 

7. M/s. Kalinga Transformer, I. E.., Cuttack Electrical Goods 

8. M/s. Power & Controls, I. E., Cuttack Electrical Goods 

9, M/s. Mini Wire Nails, I. E., Paradeepgarh Wire, Nails and Board Wire 

10. M/s. Ajya Enginears (Kalinga Engi- PPT, Manufacturing and 
neers), Paradeep repairing of marine machines 

il. M/s. Auro Plastics PPT 


ball 
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Down Stream Industries 


Large and mediUm scale industries have alot of waste bi-products 
which can be utilised in subsidiary industries for their effective utilisa- 
tion. Down stream industries are encouraged for proper utilisation of 
these raw materials. A few waste/bi-products which have been _ identified 
for productive utilisation are furnished below: 





Sl. Name of the Unit Item Item for manu- 
No. facture 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
1. Paradeep Phosphates Ltd., Phosphor gypsum Gypsum Block 
Paradeep 
2. Indian Charge Chrome Ltd., Fly ash Briquette 
Chaudwar 
3. M/s. Badamba Sugar Indu- Molasses Liquor, Spirit 


stries Ltd., Badamba 


Steps have been taken for obtaining production know-how and 
analysis from research organisations after which project reports 
will be prepared for setting up some down stream industries. 


District Industries Centre 


All the industrial activities in the districts are channelised through the 
District Industries Centre, Cuttack which came into being in 1978. 
Prior to 1978, the industrial activities in the district were being looked 
after by the District Industries Officer. 


Due to increase in the work load in Cuttack District Industries Centre 
it was decided by the Government to open another District Industries 
Centre at Jagatpur which started functioning from Ist April, 1990. The 
jurisdiction of this District Industries Centre extendsto all the Community 
Development Blocks of Jajpur and Athagarh Revenue subdivisions, 
andiTangi-Chaudwar Community Development Block of Cuttack Sadar 
subdivision. 

These district level organisations constantly endeavour to identify 
potential entrepreneurs and groom them up to set up successful industrial 
ventures, These centres also help in establishing new industries 
by supplying identification of suitable schemes, preparing feasibility 
reports, arranging machinery, equipments and raw"materials, credit 
facilities, power, land, factory shed, etc., and inputs for marketing, apart 
from extension services under one roof at the district level. 
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Each District Industries Centre is headed by a senior class-I 
officer designated as General Manager. To assist him several functional 
managers (of therank of class-I junior) heading different sections like 
small-scale, raw materials, credit, cottage industries, etc. are attached to 
the District Industries Centre. Besides, Assistant Managers in class-II 
of the State Service are also posted for effective monitoring and 
supervising different industria] programmes. At the Community 
Development Block level, Industries Production Officers (IPO) are posted 
to oversee the programmes. 


The two District Industries Centres are also involved in implement- 
ing various anti-poverty programmes such as Orissa Khadi and Village 
Industries Programmes, Integrated Rural Development Programmes, 
Training of Rural Youth for Self-Employment Programme, etc. and taking 
up various artisan training programmes inthe district. The programmes 
for providing self-employment to educated unemployed youths through 
industry, service and business was launched by the Development Commi- 
ssioner, Small-Scale Industries, Ministry of Industries, Government of 
India in 1983. The DICs were assigned with the operational responsibility 
of the schemes over and above their existing activities on the basis of the 
guidelines prescribed bythe Rural Planning and Credit Department of 
Reserve Bank of India. Thereby the scheme for providing new oppor- 
tunities for productive gainful self-employment to the unemployed edu- 
cated youths was worked out from the year 1983-84. The year-wise 
targets fixed and achievements made under the scheme in the district are 
given below : 








Year Target fixed No. of Youths Financial 
Rehabilitated assistance 
accorded by 
Bank 
(Rs. in lakhs) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
1983-84 2,000 1,963 318°46 
1984-85 1,750 2,019 379-08 
1985-86 2,383 1,914 258°87 
1986-87 2,390 1,787 353‘76 
1987-86 1,212 1,036 185°37 
1988-89 2,400 1,370 258*20 
1989-90 763 465 112°19 
1990-91 . 800 Continuing 
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State Assistance to Industries 


The State Government have provided many facilities for the 
development of the existing industries as well as for the establishment 
of new industries (both small-scale and cottage), However, 
Government have been formulating industrial policy from time to time 
and assistance to the small-scale, large and medium-scale industries are 
provided as per the provisions made in the Industrial Policy Resolutions. 
So far three Industrial Policy Resolutions (IPR) have been issued, one 
on 31st July, 1980, another on 13th May, 1986 and a third on Ist December, 
1989. The Government have extended assistance in the form of subsidy 
on fixed capital assets, power subsidy, electricity duty exemption, sales 
tax exemption, octroi tax exemption, subsidy on Projects and feasibility 
reports, provision of Government land at concessional rates, etc., besides 
free technical advice. Many training centres have been established to 
train students and artisans in different technical trades. The most Impor- 
tant of them is the Industrial Technical Institute (I.T.I.) at Madhupatna, 
Cuttack where 870 trainees are baing trained in one-year and two-year 
courses in 1992 in trades like, Welder, Moulder, Blacksmith, Carpentry, 
MMV, Wiremen, Diesel mechanic trade, Draughtsman(Civil), Draughts- 
man (Mechanical), Electronics(G), Painter(G), Instrument, Refrigerator 
& Air Conditioner, Electrician, Fitter, Turner, Machinist, Grinder, Pattern 
maker, Sheetmetal, Stenography in Oriya and English. 


The Orissa Financial Corporation, Orissa Small-Scale Industries 
Corporation, Orissa Khadi and Village Industries Board, Directorate 
of Export Promotion and Marketing, Industria] Development Corporation 
Ltd., the Director of Textiles and Handloom Development Corporation 
arrange fiaancial as well as technical assistance to different industrial 
Co-operative societies of the district. 


The details of the assistance provided by the State Government to the 
small-scale industrial units are furnished below: 


SI, Type of assistance Under IPR 1980 Under IPR 1986 
No. extended by Government 





No. of SSIS No. of SSIS | 


(1) (2) (3) (4) 
eee 
l. Land 283(No. of plots) 
2, Shed — 404(Nos. of shed 
(constructed) 
3. Octroi exemption on plant and 80 177 
Machinery and raw materials 
4. Sales Tax exemption on purchase 771 146 
ofraw materials and machinery 
> ‘Sales Tax exemption on sale of P/P Nil 146 
6. Electricity duty exempted 26 34 
7. Electricity duty loan 04 : 
8. Sales Tax loan 82 ie 
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During the period from 1980-81 to 1989-90, small-scale industrial 
units numbering 2,165 have been assisted with capital investment subsidy 
amounting to Rs.12,48,20,248, the details of which are given below: 


JuUI/UTE ETE UOTE nn nnn nn LEE EEN 


Year No. of SSI Amount (in Rs.) 
Units assisted 
(1) (2) (3) 
See ane Oe HL A ne er 

1980-81 | a 259 78,40,375°00 
1981-82 - 303 1,16,58,226°00 
1982-83 “ 279 1,38,83,486°00 
1983-84 7 320 2,08,36,560°00 
1934-85 - 201 1,70,49,272:00 
1985-86 _ 320 1,95,84,810°00 
1986-87 | . 169 97,92,860°00 
1987-88 - 124 1,10,89,990°00 
1988-89 - 136 95,63,269°00 
1989-90 - 54 35,21,400°00 

Total - 2,165 12,48,20,248'00 





Most of the small-scale industries are run by private entrepre- 
neurs. In case of large and medium-scale industries as the State 
Government contributed the share capital, representatives have 
been included in the Board of Management of the concerned industrial 
units. 


On the basis of the new Industrial Policy Resolution issued on 
Ist August, 1992 the state has been divided into three zones for the 
purpose of incentives depending upon the industrial backwardness 
of different areas and a subdivision has been treated as a unit zone. 
No subdivision in Cuttack district has been categorised as zone A. 
Banki, Athagarh, Jagatsingahpur, Kendraparha and Jajpur subdivisions 
have been treated as zone B and Cuttack Sadar subdivision as zone C. 
Under this Industrial Policy Resolution many additional incentives will 
be made available to new industrial units,i.c., a unit when fixed capital 
investment is made after Ist August, 1992 while the industrial units covered 
under the earlier Policy Resolutions shall continue to enjoy the incentives 
admissible under the relevant IPR for such periods as were available then. 
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Industrial Estates 


There are 8 industrial estates in the district. The detailed position 
of these industrial estates as on 31st March, 1989 are furnished below: 





aa 


SI}. Location of Area No. of No. of No. of 
No. Industrial Estates Sheds Sheds SSI units 
oe allotted — established 
e 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
(Ac.) 
1. Cuttack 45°46 143 143 143 
2. Paradeep 33°10 17 10 12 
3. Kendraparha 17°66 12 12 08 
4. Chaudwar 411°99 26 05 05 
5. Athagarh 10°00 06 06 06 
6. Jaraka 20°00 10 Nil Nil 
7. Jagatpur (Old) 26°65 {4 14 14 
8. Jagatpur (New) 337°42 (72 136 136 





— i a ee 


The industrial estates have been provided with various _ tacilities 
like developed roads, sites, electricity and water (in most of the industrial 
estates). There is proposal to constru ct industrial estates at Phulnakhara, 
Salepur, Jagatsinghapur, Chhata (Derabis Block), Telengapentha and 
Gopalpur. 





Industrial Potential Plan for Future Development 


Action is being taken for potential survey of the resources available 
for putting up of mainly forest and consumer type industries 1m this district, 
Accordingly, the;Smal) Industries Service Institute (SISI) located at 
Cuttack conducted industrial potential survey in Paradeep area and 
suggested that at least 300 entrepreneurs can be encouraged to put up 
trawlers for catching exportable varieties of fish and develop fish trade. 
Besides this, it has also ben suggested to establish ship building yard and 
ship repairing workshop. Accordingly, one ship repairing workshop, |. ¢., 
M/s. Utkal Marine, Paradeep has been set up. Ice plants and modern 
cold storage also have been identified to have potential in the area. 


Apart from the above, Industrial Promotion and Investment Corpo- 
ration Ltd. of Orissa has given suggestion for establishment of some 
industries in the district which are expected to come up in this area in the 
Organised sector. In addition to this, some large and medium-scale 
industries are also viable to be set up in Paradeep area. 
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After the advent of the District Industries Centre Programme, the 
future prospects of the village industrial and industries set up by the co- 
operative societies seem .to be bright yith the arrangement of technicel 
know-how, adequate financial assistance, comprehensive training to 
artisans and marketing of their products in one window. 


Labour and Employees’ Organisation 


The working class of the district may be broadly divided as factory 
workers and _ miscellaneous workers. About 29,445 labourers 
have been regularly employed in 424 registered factories of this district 
till 31st December, 1990. Apart from this, there are many unregistered 
factories with a number of casual workers. Many of them have been 
employed in the textile spinning mills, printing press, engineering establish- 
ments, etc.Most of the factory workers have their wage scales. 


There are 287 registered trade unions with 1,12,734 members in the 
district till 31st December, 1990. Generally the workers of the registered 
factories have formed trade unions to safeguard their interests. All these 
trade unions are affiliated to all-India organizations like that of 
A.IL.T.U.C,, INT.U.C, ADNPBEF, A. I. C. C. of SAIL 
Employees Union, BMS, BEFI, AILICEF, AIDDWF, DLICEF, etc. 


Industrial Labour 


Almost all the major factories of the* district have provided 
amenities to their employees. As per the different provisions of the 
Factories Act, 1948 the required facilities have been provided and necessary 
welfare measures have been taken by the factories for the industrial workers. 
The welfare measures include establishment of recreation clubs, restsheds, 
canteens and hutments, and provisions for first aid, drinking water, medical 
facilities, etc. The State Government is providing welfare facilities for 
industrial workers through multipurpose labour welfare centres at 
Raja-bagicha, Khapuria, Jajpur Road and Chaudwar in the district. 
Government have also constructed industrial tenements 
provided housing facilities to the industrial workers. Besides, 
the State Labour Department also takes necessary steps for 
proper implementation of various labour laws (21 in number) in force in 
the district through their district level office located at Cuttack. 
Central Government also ensures similar measures in respect of Central 
Government undertakings. 


and 


Details of the labour welfare measures of the district have been dealt 
with in Chapter XVII (Other Social Services), 
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BANKING AND FINANCE 


History of Iadizenois Banking in the District 


The role of village money-lenders in the present economy was 
indispensable in the past in the absence of any other credit agencies. 
The consolidation of Mughal administration in Bengal Subah led 
to the immigration of many Marwari and Gujarati Baniya families like 
Khemchand, Sambhu Bharati, Chintaman Shah and others to Orissa, 
They were merchant associates of the European traders, their financiers 
and suppliers of cargo. They were also suppliers of money and marketable 
commodities to the urban market. But the most important function they 
discharged was money-lending and currency-changing business on the 
basis of ‘‘Batta’’? (commission) that led tothe introduction of “Hundi” 
or Bill of Exchange. 


There were mainly three types of money-lending prevalent in the 
district, viz., (a) local money-lenders generally belonging to “Baniya” 
caste and affluent ralyits/ landlords who resorted to money-lending asa 
m2ans of safe investment of surplus income and thereby to keep strangle- 
hold over the poorer section of the inhabitants, (b)outside money-lenders 
such as Kabuliwalas, Marwaris and Punjabis who were generalised by the 


term “Maghee” who used to lend money inthe off-season to realise the 
loan atthe hirvesting season in the month of Magha (February-March) 


and merchants who were connected with the market as buyers and suppliers 
ofraw materials to the artisans and (c) the Maratha money-lenders 
who were associated with the government machinery as revenue 
Collectors and farme2rs. Sometimes the Bhonsla rulers themselves took 
resort to usury and other profit-making business with their ill-paid 
cavalry troops. Soms3 ofthe East India Company’s officers also diverted 
their capital into money-lending business as safe investments. 


Debts were incurred by pzople mainly for (a) payment of rent to the 
zamindars and land revenas of the Government, (b) payment of old 
debts and interest, (c) maintenance of the family until next harvest, (d) 
social functions and religious obligations and (e) purchase of agricultural 
stock such as seeds, cattle andimplements. Productive borrowings for 
Purchase of agricultural stock, however, represented a small proportion 
of the total rural debt. 


Different types ofloans incash and kind for different purposes were 
prevalent. The grain loans were enumerated on the basis of interest 
rates as(a) Sawai (one and one-fourth), (6) Dedihi (one and a_ half), 
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(c) Diwgoon (double), (d) Bhaga and Sanja (to be paid in produce) and 
(e) Dadni (advance). Money loan consisted of (a) Runa, Karaj or Tamsook 
on the mortgage of landed properties, (b) Hatzudhari (credit on good faith 
without security), (c) Jamin-Tamsook where a guarantor enters into 
agreement in the mortgage-deed and (d) Kantakabala which were 
mainly mortgaged by conditional sale. There were also cattle and 
poultry loans, such as Dwigodia and Adhiari. 


The range of variations in the interest rates was to some extent 
customary. The ordinary money loans (Karja) were made at a 
monthly interest rate of Re. 0°03 (old rate: half an anna) per rupee per 
month. If the sum was large and supported by good security, the rate 
was as low as 12 per cent per annum. 


However, the revenue records are full of illustrations about how 
this system of advance tended towards usury and made it impossible 
for the raiyats to get out of the clutches of the money-lenders. As a result, 
theindependent peasant community were gradually reduc.d into a class 
of dependent peasantry. 


Indebtedness 


The role of usurious advance for the anticipated agricultural produce. 
was animportant factor for indebtedness. Lack of saving capacity, rapid 
decline in village industries, greater dependence on cultivation in the 
absence of alternative means of production leading to fragmentation of 
holdings, made the money advance indispensable for the cultivators, 
Moreover, in a predominantly agricultural economy rural indebtedness 
became an imperative necessity because of the misrules of the Muslim, 
Maratha and British Government and their wrong land revenue policies 
which destroyed the saving capecity of the peasantry and failed to generate 
avenues of additional income in peasant holdings. It is said that credit 
supports the farmer as the hangman’s rope supports the hanged. State 
intervention for credit for improvement of land and agriculture existed 
nominally in the form of the Land Improvement Loans Act, 1883 
and the Agriculturists’ Loans Act, 1884 intended generally for improve- 


ment of agricultural needs of the poor cultivators but was mostly utilised 
for consumption purposes. 


An economic survey conducted by the Government of Orissa in 
1954-55 revealed the indebtedness of the cultivating families only. 
Nevertheless since these families form the overwhelming majority, the 
condition with regard to their debt wil! bean overall picture of the state 
of rural indebtedness !. 





I, Economic Survey of Orissa, Vol. I, by Prof. Sadasiv Mishra, M. A., Ph. D. (London) 
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The survey revealed that the most important purpose for which a 
debt was incurred was social ceremonies which amounted to more than 
one-fourth (29°73 per cent) of the total debt. This was Closely followed 
by debts incurred for family consumption which accounted for 19-2 
perceit. For payment of old debts and to meet the expenses on litigation 
5°62 percent of the total debt were expended. These were responsible 
for 54°47 per cent of the total debt of the farmers which were distinctly 
burdensome. Of the total debt, 45°53 per cent were incurred for various 
productive purposes, of which 5°22 per cent accounted for expenditure 
on cultivation. 14°17 per cent for purpose of land and bullocks, 17°82 
per cent for building houses, 7:92 per cent for business, and a small portion 
of 0°40 per cent was expended for other purposes. 


As regards the sources of credit, the main source was the money- 
lender. The data revealed that 97°38 per cent of the total amount of the 
debt was obtained from money-lenders. Some of them were professional 
and some others, agriculturists. The cultivators sometimes secured loans 
either from friends, or from government or Co-operative societies or from 
a few miscellaneous sources but these constituted only 2°62 per cent. 


| Loans were incurred not merely in cash but also in grains and the 
Interest charged by one money-lender to the same scustomer in respect 
of loans in cash and in kind was also different, As the data revealed 
99°41 per cent and 0°59 per cent of the total debt were incurred in cash and 
in kind respectively. Some loans were secured under usufruct system 
according to which the money-lender took the produce of the land ioe: 
gaged towards the interest and sometimes for the part payment of the 
loans. But this system is on the decline. As the data revealed, about 
395 per cent of the total loan were secured under usufructuary mortgage, 


Of the total loan, 41°83 per cent carried 25 per cent as the rate of inte- 
rest. Some money-lenders also charge 37°5 per cent but this consti- 
tuted a meagre 1°40 per cent of the total loan. 23°97 per cent and 8°46 
per cent of the loan carried 18°75 per cent and 12°5 per cent rate of interest, 
Loans at 6°25 per cent and 9°5 per cent would perhaps appear reasonable 
but only 7°74 per cent of the total rural credit were obtained on such rates 


of interest. 3°95 per cent were usufructuary loan and the rest 12°65 per 
cent carried no interest. 


Role of Private Money-lenders 


At Present commercial banks and co-operative credit societies are 
Coming forward to meet the credit needs of rural as well as urban people. 
But, the influence of the private money-lenders has not declined in the 
district. The money-lenders usually charge higher rate of interest than 
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other agencies but are still popular among the masses because 
they are easily approachable, secondly borrowers have not to undergo 
any red-tapism, thirdly sometimes loans are advanced without any landed 
security and so borrowers have no fear of attachment of property. 


The money-lenders of the district may be classified into rural and 
urban, professional and non-professional. The distinction between 
rural and urban money-lenders is based purely on their areas of operation. 
As regards the difference batween a professional and non-professional 
money-lender, the former primarily combines his business with other trade, 
whereas the latter who are land owners, well-to-do agriculturists, widows, 
etc. lend money on good security to those who are fairly known to them, 
In the towns like Cuttack, Jajpar Road, Athagarh, Paradeep, Chaudwar, 
Banki, Jajpur, Salepur, Kendraparha and Jagatsinghapur some people 
(not registered money-lenders) are even lending money at an exorbitant 
rate of 5 paise or more per rupee per month as interest. Inspite of high 
rate of interest people often avail such loans from such money-lenders 
for they get it easily at the time of their need. Their clientele consists 
largely of pgople belonging to low and middle incoms groups and business 
class. The Kabuliwallahs who went from village to village to lend small 
amounts have now become scarce except in Cuttack town. 


Private money-lenders and financiers still supply a considerable 
portion of rural credit. Their notoriety is not very different from that 
of their counterparts elsewhere, but they now operate under severe 
restrictions imposed by the Ocissa Moaazy-lenders Act, 1939 which under- 
went extensive amendments in 1975 with a view to controlling money- 
lending business in rural areas giving substantial relief to poor debtors, 
Under this Act, the money-lenader is required to register himself and obtain 
a licence for carrying on the business.He is also required to maintain 
regular account books and to deliver statement of accounts to the licensing 
authority. The rate of interest on different types of loans has been 
legally fixed such as simple rate of 9 per cent per annum in case of secured 
loan and up to 12 per cent per annum in case of unsecured loan and in 
any case the interest on any loan in excess of the principal is not recover 
able. All possessory mortgages stand discharged after expiry of a period 
of seven years from the date of mortgage and the money-lender shall 
deliver (back the mortgaged land free from all encumbrances created 
by him within a period of three months from the date of expiry of 
seven-year period. Violation of the provisions of this law attracts penalty 
of imprisonment up to one year and fine up to one thousand rupees and 
the offence is triable by the Sub-Collector and not by the judiciary. For 
liquidation of rural indebtedness, the State Government have enacted 
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the Orissa Debt Relief Act, 1980 which has come into force with effect 
from 13th March, 1981. Under this proviston of law, every debt incurred 
by the scheduled debtors (small and marginal farmers, landless agricul- 
tural labourers and rural artisans whose total annual income does not 
exceed Rs.2,400 before 13.3.1981 including the amount of interest, 
if any, payable on such debt shall stand wholly discharged and no 
civil court shall entertain any suit or proceeding against scheduled 
debtors for recovery of any debt or interest. Besides, every property 
pledged by him shallalso stand discharged andthe creditor shall be 
bound to return the same to the debtor forthwith. Any agreement 
requiring him or any of his family members to work asa labourer in 
lieu of debt shall be void. 


Besides, the Government have amended the Orissa Co-operative 
Societies Act, so that people can avail loans easily. Paddy loan is 
advanced under Crop Loan System to the agriculturists at the time of 
their need. Moreover, the commercial banks have come up to render 
necessary credit assistance to the agriculturists, manufacturers, 
businessmen and others for productive purposes at a low rate of 
interest which have forced the private money-lenders to be somewhat 
moderate in their demand of excessive interest. 


However, it is difficult to give any reliable statistics of the number 
and volume of business of money-lenders. There are many private 
money-lenders carrying on business without a licence. The number of 
registered money-lenders inthe district was as high as 614in 1982 
whereas in 1990-91, their number came down to 33. 


Commercial Banks 


Commercial banking has given a new dimension to the role of 
institutional financein the economic development ofthe district. These 
banks are playing a multiple role, viz., financing economic develop- 
ment, mobilization of savings in the form of deposits, distribution of 
loans and advances and bridging regional imbalances between different 
regions of district. During the pre-nationalization period commercial 
banks were geared up adequately for rural orientation. They mostly 
concentrated their activities tothe business and industrial concerns in 
the urban and semi-urban areas. 


Among a few privileged districts ofthe state which enjoyed the 
benefits of banking activities compared tothe ratio of their population, 
Cuttack district. figured prominently during the pre-nationalization 
period. The district was the major beneficiary with 21 per cent of 
total offices, 25°9 per cent of total deposits and 47°7 per cent of 
advances. Puri, Ganjam, Sambalpur and Sundargarh districts accounted 
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for 10 per cent, 12 per cent, 9 per cent and 17 per cent of offices; 
21°7 per cent, 11 percent, 8 per cent and 16 per cent of deposits; and 
69 per cent, 5°8 per cent, 17°6 per cent and 17 per cent of advances 
respectively. 

By the end of 30th June, 1990, 367 branches of commercial banks 
were reported to be in operation. Ofthese, 120 were the branches of 
Cuttack Gramya Bank. 


Information on aggregate deposits and credits of commercial 
banks (including Gramya Banks) from 1985 to 1990 is given below: * 


Year Amount (in lakhs of rupees) 

Deposits Credits 
December 1985 21,044 19,709 
December 1986 26,381 23,276 
December 1987 33,405 27,082 
December 1988 39,482 31,219 
December 1989 45,865 36,953 
Upto June 1990 49,466 39,260 


Besides the above Commercial Banks and the Regional Rural 
Banks, 46 branches of Central Co-operative Banks and 6 Primary 
Land Development Co-operative Banks are also operating inthe district. 
These banks play a vital role in financing Government sponsored 
Schemes as well as crop loans. 


Co-operative Banks and Credit Societies 


Co-operative movement started in Orissa inthe year 1904, Primary 
objective of the movement was to supply credit facilities to farmers for 
the development of agriculture. During early part of the century, 
primary societies were receiving finance from their own deposits as 
well as from loans sanctioned by Government. As both the sources 
were found to be insufficient to meet the increasing demand, Central 
Co-operative Banks were organised and accordingly the Cuttack 
Central Co-operative Bank and the Banki Central Co-operative Bank 
were established. 


Central Co-operative Banks 
During 1989-90, two Central Co-operative Banks, namely Cuttack 
Central Co-operative Bank with 36 branches and the Banki Central 
Co-operative Bank with 10 branches were operating in the district. 
The statement at next page contains information about total membership, 
share capital, reserve fund, working capital, borrowings, deposits, etc. 
of the banks from 198687 to 1989-90, 


*SourCE: Joint Chief Officer, D. B. 0, D., Reserve Bank of India, 
Bhubaneshwar. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


365 


BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE 








Sti col PI9 CZS LO‘! £66 g60'F 
9ZL 908 S€6 €ZS rig'l OL9'T STE‘I 
I 61 19 66 ri 9€¢ 
6L 06€ 6le 19} LLE Ib 7£8 
LeE'l LUT LLO'I rer Crib I6L‘E SPE 
€0€ SOE LLZ 877 SIe‘l THT S00‘! 
LOL Ip9 OLS StP 9177 c6'l 988°I 
SP $Z 66 6S OLI 101 Sor 
LOT 901 901 88 68Z 88Z 197 
C97 197 6ST 6SC Tt6 CE6 OL6 
(6) (3) (2) (9) (s) (y) (¢) 
06-6861 68-8861 88-L861 L8-9861 06-6861 68-8861 88-L861 
od yee i aA at 


yUueg sANeISdO-OD [eyUaD LyUeg 





(syxey OF sy) 








"06-6861 ©} L8-9861 “s]yOIg Y ‘eSSUO UI 


a re — 

















JUSMIEAOPF SATIeIAdO-OF) 2 9OUNOS 


O6r tt9)-UuINnIpsy] (11) 
C6] W13}-JJOUS (1) 
> SUIPUBISINO SUBO'T °g 
¢ wia}-LunIpsyy (1) 
0z m1J9}-J10yS (i) 
> POOUBAPE SUVOT “LZ 
100°I [eyidvo SulyJOM “9 
bLL syrsodeq *¢ 
ZI9'I SSUIMOMOg “p 
Ss] spunj 13YjO pue VAIOSIY "¢ 
IZ jeyides S1eYS [BIO] “Z 
cc6 ‘SON UI (jeNIde) diyssJaqusyy “T 
(2) (T) 
L£8-9861 
——_/ 
srepndhsjed 


yuvg %aAneiado-oD [eitUsD youND 


—————— 











Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


366 CUTTACK 
Primary Land Development Banks 


In the year 1960-61, Primary Land Development Banks were 
organized to issue long term credit tothe agriculturists for purchase 
cf tractors, power tillers, pump sets, landshaping and raising of orchards, 
plantation of crops, etc. The following statement indicates the number 
of such banks along with total members and business done in 
1986-87, 1987-88, 1988-89 and 1989-90.* 


(Rupees in lakhs ) 








Particulars 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1. Number <2 6 6 6 6 
2. Membership (’000) 92 95 85 95 
3, Borrowing members 2,000 1,000 2,000 364 
4. Share capital - 69 79 © 93 89-2] 
5, Deposits es 19 22 23 24°38 
6. Borrowings ins 680 608 737 73°40 
7. Loans advanced .. 88 71 69 3:4] 
8. Loans outstanding 610 | ‘610 609 603°85 
9. Working capital .. 892 862 ——- 882s 88601 
10. Profit | 
(i) Number és 4 3 Z i 
(i) Amount =4 I - es 0°10 


eee ey 
=SOURCE : Co-operative Movements in Orissa, A Profile, 1986-87 
to 1989-90. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE 367 


Primary Agricultural Credit Co-operative Societies 


Primary Agricultural Credit Co-operative Societies supply credit 
and other agricultural inputs tothe farmers for the development of 
agriculture. The primary societies function at village level. The 
number of such societies along with membership and other details 
during 1986-87 to 1989-90 is given in the following table: * 


(Rupees in lakhs) 





Particulars 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1. Number of PACS 562 562 562 564 
2. Total Members (000) 507 514 519 530 
3. Borrowing Members 95 51 47 26 
(7000) 
4, Working capital 4,098 4,559 4,743 5,291 
5. Total share capital.. 396 406 447 472 
6. Deposits a 33 34 50 52 
7. Borrowings = 2,177 2,337 2,507 2,748 
8. Loans advanced 
(i) Short-term .. 549 889 ws 322 
(ii) Medium-term 18 50 10 
9. Loans outstanding 
(i) Short-term .. 1,753 1,727 1,841 2,408 
(Both S.T. 
and M. T. 
Loan) 
(ii) Medium-term 484 454 366 
10. Profit 
(i) Number s 208 264 241 206 
(ii) Amount - 38 34 38 22 
li, Loss : 
(i) Number = 354 298 321 358 
(ii) Amount oA 37 1,12 65 59 





With the functioning of the Primary Land Development ' Banks 
and Primary Agricultural Credit Co-operatives, grant of loans under 
the Land Improvement Loans Act and the Agriculturists’ Loans Act 

has become disfunctional except rarely in case of acute scarcity. 
ee ee 


*SourncE: Co-operative Movements in Orissa — A Profile, 
1986-87 to 1989-90. 
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Non-Agricultural Credit Co-operative Societies 


Among the non-agricultural credit co-operative societies operating 
inthe district mention may be made of the Primary Urban 
Co-operative Bank and the Employees‘ Credit Co-operative Societies. 


ak 
Primary Urban Co-operative Bank 


During the year 1989-90, there were two Urban Co-operative Banks 
functioning inthe district. The membership and other business details 
from 1986-87 to 1989-90 are furnished in the following table: 


( Rupees in lakhs ) 





Particulars 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1. Number of banks .. ] 1 l 2 
2. Memberships (’000) 5 6 7 9 
3. Borrowing Members 1 3 7 8 
(£000) 
4, Working Capital .. 990 1,804 1,914 2,944 
5. Total share capital.. 26 38 54 715 
6. Deposits - 806 1,166 1,479 1,940 
7. Borrowings a 2 4 66 181 
8. Loans advanced 
(i) Short-term .. 578 3,951 1,583 7 
(ii) Medium-term 168 332 394 1077 
9. Loans outstanding 
(¢) Short-term 271 826 803 1,776 
(Both S. T. 
and M. T, 
loans). 
(ii) Medium-term 239 371 462 ; 
10. Profit 
(i) Number me 1 1 1 9) 
(ii). Amount ss 24 25 26 15 


eee 
SourcE : Co-operative Movements in Orissa— 
1986-87 to 1989-90, rissa—A Profile, 
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Employees Cyedit Co-operative Societies 

In the year 1989-90, there were 195 Employees Credit Co-opera- 
tive Societies with a total membership of 26,000 persons in the 
district. The statement below gives a detailed account about the 
number of societies, membership, working capital, share captial, 
deposits, borrowings, loans advanced, loans outstanding, etc. during 


1986-87 to 1989-90." 
( Rupees in lakhs ) 





Particulars 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 
1. Number of  Co- 196 196 193 195 
operative Societies. 
2. Members (7000) .. 26 2 25 26 
3. Borrowing members 2 2 3 5 
(000) 
4. Working capital .. 521 521 518 638 
5. Share capital sai 68 69 68 101 
6. Deposits os 105 106 109 220 
7. Borrowings i 143 138 154 
8. Loans advanced 
(i) Short-term oa a a - 
(ii) Medium-term .. 65 76 1] 248 
9. Loans outstanding 
(i) Short-term ie es "es a 
(ii)Medium-term .. 359 357 360 477 
10. Profit 
(i) Number . 61 47 40 30 
(ii) Amount _ 5 50 4 7 
ll. Loss 
(i) Number e 22 23 25 34 
(ii) Amount _ 1 1 3 3 





Post Office Savings Bank 

For large number of rural people post offices are easy for savings. 
Various small saving schemes introduced by the post offices are drawing 
increasing number of account holders from year to year. Asa result, 
Postal deposits is stimulating national development effort in a significant 
Way. The following table gives a detailed picture of the amount deposited 
and the amount withdrawn under various schemes. 


oe 
*SOURCE’ Co-operative Movements in Orissa, A Profile, 
1986-87 to 1989-90. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 











SE CT EY —SeNT F 











eS 








vL‘OL'T S9°68'bZ 60°L6'6 - -. SonlindIg PIO Jo s7eYosIQ ‘Pl 
= 00°L0°98°S I a 2 QWIdYoOG AJMNIIG JVUONLN] JB2A-O[ El 
Or'96L 00°7S‘06'L I . Bed SEYIA ULSHY “Cl 
7 OO'rS‘SP'e ms Beg SEYIA wIIPUT “TL 
a = r : “s sUISYdg SWOOUT A[GJUOP Je9X-O ‘OT 
i Ito's - 00°€8°LZ 00°77'ZE - pun.{ WsplAold Sqnd JveA-ST °6 
7 " - - : ic . puny AymMoag ]eI00g Te2A-OT *8 
00°81‘09'1Z ia 00°F1‘99'81 ‘ = - (onsst TILA) 
0S‘87Z‘0E _ prOL EZ ot Zr ve sid 00'Zr'0E "* (ONSS] TIA)TyeOYyNIED TulAvg jeuOHeN WeeA-9 *L 
nd 
< €v°80°12'8 09°€9‘13°9 ZE‘P6'OL'E OO'rO'P6'88 —*”«(@NSS]_ TA) 9PO1jHIED SulAvg [eUOHeN Jeax-9 “9 
 —sb*Z0°09 99°LS'8 I 6£‘1E'68 L2'80°6z IZES‘19 9v‘SO'br 7 HSOdo SUEL, eayenuMLUN *¢ 
=) | 
OC Ls rl‘ 7 68°SL'% es 09r0'II **(ONSS] TJ) B7VOIJHIAD BUIABG [eUOHeN IwOA-{ ‘y 
6l'ertez = 87 Bee = OS'OW'eS'e OE O‘oOce «= onvstno't = ov‘ev'zez ysodoq, SUWINIOY 2WO Od “€ 
69°06‘ L7'1 C86 ZOE 73°08°60°7 O7'SL‘08 96° 1h61°Z 96‘rVS‘SO'l usOdsg SUL] SYO 180g 7 
TR6OSHLE = OG P'OTIE =— ss EELHOH'ET ~=—s E‘OV'OS‘EE ~—s EL 60'PZST «= 9892.97 ™_ URE SSUIARS BO 380d “I 
(1) (9) (s) (p) (€) (Z) (1) 
SjVMBIpyAA —-S}1SOdeq] SEMEIPUIA sysodoq SIEMEIPYA  —s- syisod9q 
16-0661 06-6861 68-8861 
2 pees ena T a ee eee ae 
So ae = 
149) 


(Suye] UY Sy) 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


BANKING, TRADE AND COMMERCE 371 


Life and Insurance Companies 
Life fasurance Corporatio of India 


Six branches of Life Insurance Corporation of India are functioning 
in the district. Three branches are functioning in Cuttack City and 
one each at Jagatsinghapur, Jajpur and Kendraparha. The number of 
policies and the sum assured through the six branches during !987-88, 
1988-89 and 1989-90 are furnished below : 


(Rs. in lakhs) 


— a —_ —— 





Year No. of policies Sum assured 
1988-89 32,997 7,199°39 
1989-90 39,114 9,659°66 





—_——_ 


The Life Insurance Corporation of India has advanced loans 
amounting to Rs.49,20,971°00 to 2,153 policy-holders during 1990. In 
the same year there were 71 beneficiaries in Own Your Home Scheme the 
advance amounting to Rs.42,43,075°00 at the rate of 10°5 per cent 
Per annum. In 1989-90, claims paid on maturity and death were 
Rs. 1,15,07,548°00 and Rs.28,13,548'00 respectively. 


General Insurance Corporation of India 


[In the district four General Insurance Companies viz., the Oriental 
Insurance Company Ltd., the United India Insurance Company Ltd., 
the National Insurance Company Ltd. and the New India Assurance 
Company Ltd. are functioning. These companies are doing insurance on 
fire, burglary, automobiles, etc. These insurance companies are subsidiary 
of General Insurance Corporation of India. 


The Oriental Insurance Company Ltd. 


The company is operating in the district since May 1960 and has 
done business of 3°83 crores of rupees against 62,870 number of 
Policies between the year 1987 to 1991. During the same period the 
company has settled cases of 2,650 claimants to the value of 4-52 crores 
of rupees, 
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United India Insurance Company Ltd. - 


Before nationclization in 1971, a number of private companies were 
in operation for over half a century in the district. These companies 
merged to form United India Insurance Company in 1971. The 
Divisional Office is located at Cuttack. The company is doing business 
through five branch offices located at Paradeep, Jajpur Road and 
Cuttack. 


The table below gives details of the business done through policies 
and claims settled by the company in the years 1988-89, 1989-90 and 





1990-91. 
Year No. of Value of the No. of Value of the 
policies policies (in Rs.) claims claims (in Rs.) 
issued settled 
1988-89 15,588 1,35,72,455°37 1,438 1,20,86,385°31 
1989-90 12,806 93,20,047°77 495 61,22.766°6! 
1996-91 13,945 1,22,86,654'64 550 73,87,879'°57 





National Insurance Company Ltd. 


The first office of National Insurance Company was opened in 
January 1975 in the district. The following table provides details of 
the business done and claims settled in 1988-89, 1989-90 and 1990-91 
by the Company. 


TT 


Year No. of Value of the No. of Value of the 
policies policies claims claims 
issued (Rs. in thousand) _ settled (Rs. in thousand) 


—_——-—__————- —_—_— ss eee 


1988-89 14,005 8,417 557 5,512 
1989-90 18,327 9,762 660 6,647 
1990-91 42,239 11,599 488 8,067 


TTT NE 
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New India Assurance Company Ltd, 


The first office of the district was opened in 1973. Fi oin i8ss-85 
to 1989-90 the company had done business tothe tune of nearly tea 
crores of rupees. In the year 1989-90, a total number of [3,32 
policies were issued for an amount of Rs.1,75,22,469°00. During the 
same year atotal number of 1,753 claims were settled for Rs. 98 42, 416), 


Currency and coinage 


Various types of old coins of gold, silver and copper were in 
circulation in the district. Cowries formed the lowest medium of 
exchange for ordinary transactions of the people. The coins current 
in the past may broadly be divided into several categories, i. ¢., (i) 
Coins of Hindu kings, (ii) Imperial coins and (iii) Coins of other 
parts of India, 


(i) Coins of Hinda kings 


Several kinds of gold and silver coins were current In Orissa as 
well asin the district during the Hindu period. The important types 
aré Kushan coins, Puri-Kushan coins, Ganga Fanams, etc. Kushaa 
coms have been discovered at the foot of Kagama hill in 1953, 
Punch-marked or Puri-Kushan coins have been discovered in Binjharpur 
arca and Salepur area ofthe district. Ganga Fanam and gold coins 
have been discovered from Jagatsinghapur area. Of the gold coins 
current in that period mention may be made of madhas and ganda 
madha which were also sometimes called niskas and ganda niskas 
respectively. These were, however, not inscribed coins but pieces of 
gold of certain weight. The Ganga kings issued small pieces of gold 
called Fanams. But we have no evidence ofthe Gajapati kings issuing 
Fanams, The Gajapati Pagoda said to have been issued by the 
Gajapati kings was really a south Indian coin. A silver coin named 
tanka or sasukani tanka was current inthe district in the aforesaid 
Period, An inscription of Mukundadeva (1559-1568 A. D.). records 
the gift of tankas by a private individual. But these fankas were 


hot stamped coins but were pieces of silver of fixed weight. We have, 


however, no reference to indicate whether the coins of the Hindu 


Period were in circulation after the conquest of Orissa bythe Afghans 


and later on by the Mughals or not. 
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(ii) Imperial Coins 


By imperial coins we mean ccins issucd ty tke Mvtghe! mperors 
either from the mints in Orissa or cutside. As regards the number of 
mints in medieval Orissa, R. D. Banerjee holds that the “Mughal 
mint at Cuttack continued to be the only mint in the province ull the 
end ofthe rule ofthe Nawab Nazim of Bengal over Orissa”. 


Coins of different varieties, denominations and of different metals, 
e.g., gold, silver and copper were issued from the mint at Cuttack by 
the Mughal emperors. Square ccins both of geld ard silver were 
issued from this mintin Akbar’s reign. Copper coins (den) with the 
inscription Cuttack Banaras (Cuttack) weie also issued frcm this mint 
during his reign. Some Illahi type rupees of Jahangir were issued 
from this mint. A gold coin bearing the date 1046 A. H. (1636 AD.) 
and the Kalima Jlahi type silver coins of Shah Jahan were issued 
from this mint. From here was also issued silver rupees of “square 
areas’? type during the reign of Shah Jahan. Gcld mokurs ard silver 
rupees of Aurangzeb’s’ reign have teen fcurd frcm here. A specimen 
of the copper coin (dem or pice) issued ficm Cutteck durirg the 
latter’s reign may be found inthe ccllection cf the Punjab Museum, 
Lahore. A legal drachm (square silver coins) struck at Cuttack during 
the reign of Aurangzeb is in the British Museum. Silver coins were 
struck here during the reign of Farrukhsiyar. Muhammad Shah 
issued from this mint coins of both gold and silver. Several species 
of silver coins were issued from this mint during the regins of Ahmad 
Shah, Alamgir IT and Shah Alam IJ. Some quarter silver rupees 
were also issued from this mint byAhmad Shah. 


To sum up, the available evidence would indicate that the following 
varieties of ‘ coins were issued from the Cuttack mint during 
the reign of different Mughal Emperors, (a) Gold coins (mohurs) were 
issued by Akbar, Shah Jahan, Aurangzeb and Muhammad Shah; (b) 
Silver coins: (1) rupees were issued by Akbar, Jahangir, Shah Jahan, 
Aurangzeb, Farrukhsiyar, Muhammad Shah, Ahmed Shah, Alamgir IT 
and Shah Alam II, (ii) Legal drachms were issued by Aurangzeb only, 
(itt) quarter rupees were issued by Ahmad Shah only and (c) Copper 
coins were issued by Akbar and Aurangzeb. 
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Alexandar Hamilton (1708) referred to the circulation of Sicca rupee 
and current rupee in Orissa. According to him, the value of 2 Sicca 
rupee was 11 per cent higher than that ofa current rupee. One Sicea 
rupee was equivalent to 2,841 to 3,000 cowries while one current rupee 
was equal to 2,560 to 2,880 cowries. He also mentioned that a Mughal 
rupee in his period was equivalent to 2,500 to 3,000 cowries. So, it is 
likely that the Sicca rupee mentioned by him was the newly coined 
Mughal rupee while the current rupee mentioned by him wasa Mughal 
rupee, the value of which had fallen for being long in circulation. 


(iii) Coins of other parts of India 


A few coins coming from other parts of India, but not issued by 
the Mughal emperors, were also in circulation inthe district. Of the 
coins of this category mention may be made of Madras and Arcot 
rupees, 


Madras rupee : This type of rupee was minted at the English 
Fast India Company’s mint at Madras. Arcot Rupee : Arcot rupee 
was originally struck bythe Nawabs of Arcot inthe Madras Presidency. 
By 1740 the English, the French and the Dutch had obtained the 
privilege of coining this rupee and the rupees coined by these 
European nations were known as English, French and Dutch Arcots. 
The English coined such money at first at Madras and after the 
Battle of Plassey, at Dacca and Calcutta. The weight of these coins 
varied from 171 to 177 grains and contained 160 to 170 grains of 
Pure silver. 


The coins and paper currency of British period were the same as 
found in other British possessions in India. These coins and the 
paper currency were also in circulation inthe Feudatory states which 
merged inthe district onthe Ist January, 1948. 


The Decimal system of coinage was introduced on the Ist April, 
1957 along with British coins. Gradually the British coins were with- 
drawn from circulation and the people have now fully adopted the 
decimal system of coinage. Coins and paper currency of different 
denominations of all-India standard are in circulation. 


The discovery of a number of different coins at different periods 
of time indicates the antiquity.of the system of coinage in the districts. 
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Cowrie Currency 


The earliest evidence regarding the use of cowrie currency in 
Orissa is to be found inthe account of Hiuen Tsang who visited Orissa 
in the 7th century A.D. He mentioned that the Kong-U-To “Cowrte 
Shells’? were used in “commercial transactions”. The cowrie currency 
was also prevalent in Orissa during the reign of the Gajapati kings. 
Even up to recent time the monetary tables and the Subhankart 
method of arithmetic for calculating prices of articles and wages of 
persons that were prevalent in Orissa were based on cowrle currency. 
The terms kada, ganda, budi, pan, etc. relating tothe cowrie currency 
were prevalent among the people of Orissa till the introduction of 
decimal coinage in 1957. The popularity and long-term use of cowrie 
as a medium of exchange is also testified bythe evidence of Persian 
sources and foreign travellers’ accounts. Abul Fazi (1595-96) mentioned 
that in Orissa ‘‘money transactions are in kaufies which isa small 
white shell generally divided down the middle; it is found onthe 
seashore”. John Marshall (1668—72) observed that in Orissa “‘all the 
small money is cowries’”. Walter Clavell, the English factor in 1676 
observed that cowrie was “‘the common pay” at Baleshwar. Accord- 
ing tothe Khulasat (1695—99) “bargaining takes place’? in Orissa 
“through the medium ofthe Kauri whichis a small white shell of the 
ocean’. Alexandar Hamilton found in 1708 that in Orissa “‘cowries 
pass for money’. Leckie, an Englishman, who travelled through 
Orissa observed in 1790 that in Orissa “There is very little specie in 
gold and silver in circulation and the rents are paid in cowries”. The 


payment of revenuein cowrle was in vogue in Orissa tillthe beginning 
of 19th century. 


However, Orissa with its extensive use of cowrie did not produce 
it. As early as the fourteenth century Ibn Batuta (1333—1346 A. D.) 
found cowrie to be imported fromthe Maldive Islands to Bengal. This 
practice continued in subsequent centuries as well, when contemporary 
foreign travellers spoke of Bengal and Orissa importing it from the 
Maldive Islands, Bowrey’s observation that cowries were brought to 
Orissa from the Islands of Maldive in the seventies of the seventeenth 
century finds corroboration from the diaries of Streynsham Master, 
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who became Agent of the English at Fort St. George in 1678 and 
also from the account of Alexandar Hamilton (1708). 


The ratio of exchange between cowrie and the metallic currency in 
Orissa itself varied at different periods. At the time of Purushottamdeva 
(1470—1497) 8 kahans (10,240 cowries) were equivalent to one tanka. 
Abul Fazl (1595-96) mentioned that “four kKauries make a ganda, 
five gandas a budi, four budis a pan, sixteen or according to some twenty 
pan a Khawan (Kahan) and ten khawan, a rupee”. Thus, according 
to him one rupee was equivalent to 12,800 or 16,000 cowries. John 
Marshall (1668—-72) recorded that “‘four cowries made one ganda, five 
gandas one budi, four budis one pan, sixteen pans one Kahan, and at 
Balasore two kahans and five or six pans passed for one rupee, t.e., one 
rupee was equal to 2,960 or 3,040 cowries’’. He also stated that the value 
of cowries fluctuated ‘‘according to the plenty or scarcity of them, sometime 
36 pans (2,880 cowries), 37 pans (2,960 cowries), 38 pans(3,040 cowries), 
39 pans (3,120 cowries), 40 pans (3,200 cowries) for a rupee’’. Thus, a 
maximum of 11 per cent variation in the value of cowrie has been recorded 
by him. Bowrey in the seventies of the seventeenth century A. D., 
observed that not less than 3,200 cowries passed for a rupee. The yalue 
of cowrie in his time hardly rose and fell more than two Pans in one rupee 
(i.¢., 3,360 cowries for a rupee) and that also at Baleshwar when ships laden 
with cowries from Maldive Islands reached there. So, according to Bowrey 
the value of cowrie could vary up to a maximum of 5 per cent. Alexandar 
Hamilton, who visited Orissa in 1708, gave different rates of exchange 
on two different occasions in the same year. At one time he observed 
that 80 cowries made one Pan and 32 to 36 Pans made one current rupee 
and one sicca rupee was 11 per cent better than one current rupee. So, 
2,560 to 2,880 cowries were equivalent to one current rupee and appro- 
ximately 2,841 to 3,197 cowries made one sicca rupee. On another occasion 
te mentioned 2,500 to 3,000 cowries making one rupee. Here, however, 
he does not mention if this rupee is a Sicca rupee or a Current rupee. In 
21 a ship laden with cowries arrived at Baleshwar and cowrie was sold 
there at the rate of 35 pans or 2,800 cowries for a Madras rupee. Thirty- 
six pans or 2,800 cowries passed for a Madras rupee in 1741 at Baleshwar. 
Again in 1743 cowries were brought there at 35 pans or 2,800 cowries 
fora Madras rupee after the arrival of two cowrie-ships from the Maldives. 
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We have no reference to the ratio of exchange between cowrie and 
metallic currency during the period from Abul Fazl to John Marshall, 
ic., 1595-1606 to 1668-72. However, the details available would reveal 
that the value of cowrie rose to a great extent in the seventeenth and 
first half of the eighteenth centuries. This rise in the value of cowrie 
was perhaps due to the rise in its demand on account of its increased 
use as medium of exchange owing to the shortage of metallic currency 
as well as the decline of barter system after 1635. But the supply did 
not increase considerably, as a limited quantity of cowries were brought 
from the Maldives in exchange of rice, cloth and other necessaries of life. 
After the British occupation of Orissa in 1803, the Government was 
kven on a change over to silver currency and formally disapproved of the 
payment of revenue in cowries after 1806 and fixed the rate of exchange 
at 4 kahans and 2 pans of cowries per silver rupee. Thus, the value of 

cowrie tended to depreciate and in 1811-12 the rate was fixed at six kahans 
and 8 pans for a rupee. Within a period of five years the cowries then 
depreciated by about 36 per cent. The depreciation was heightened 
further by the rise in the value of silver resulting from its scarcity. 


TRADE AND COMMERCE 
Imports and Exports 


Seaports and river routes held a key position in the economy of 
the district in ancient time. They handled not only the foreign commerce 
but also a considerable portion of trade with different parts of India 
because in those days the condition of land route was precarious. 


The manufacture of textiles was carried on with great success in 
old-time which provided occupation to a large number of people. 
Different items of dresses were prepared and exported. The Manasollasa, 
a work of 12th century A.D., refers to a long list of fabrics intended 
for royal use. Such fabrics must have been highly prized articles of 
luxury which the rich section of the community alone could have afforded 
to use. Kalinga had a reputation for producing swords. The Yubti- 
kalpataru of king Bhoja states that Kalinga was a noted centre for the 
manufacture of swords. The articles of different metals such as gold, 
silver, bronze and iron were manufactured. The sculptures of this 
period abound in representations of a variety of ornaments such as 
ear-ring (Kundala), ear-flower (Karnaphula), necklace (Ratnahara and 
Chandrahara), waist band (Katibandha), armlet (Keyura) and various 
other ornaments which indicate that jewellery was in a flourishing 
Condiition. Ornaments were also manufactured from pearls. wood 
work industry, ivory work industry, stone work, pettery, mant.facture 
of sugar, salt, oil, perfume, liquor, etc. were also prevalent. 
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gold, silver and cotton yarn. The articles imported from other places 
were salt, turmeric, chilli, sugar and tobacco leaves from Ganjam; cocoa- 
nuts, cocoanut-oiland salted fish from Puri, and wheat, pulses, oil-seeds, 
cotton and molasses from the Central Provinces. 


In the post-Independence period a wide network of canals, lift irriga- 
tion projects, electric power supply, application of fertilizers and modern 
technical know-hows have transformed the district into one of the good 
paddy and pulse growing districts of the State. Besides agricultural 
produce, the district is producing a number of industrial products which 
considerably influence the trading and commercial activities of the district. 
The handloom textiles and the mill-made fabrics of the district are famous 
for along time and are being exported to different places of the country 
and abroad. The industrial estates located at Jagatpur, Madhupatna, 
Chaudwar, Paradeep, Kendraparha, Athagarh, Jarka and various indus- 
strial co-operative societies functioning at different places of the district 
are producing many products, both essential and luxury and hife-saving 
drugs and chemicals which are exported to different places. The filigree 
works of Cuttack are unique in the State. The Ferro Chrome Plant 
at Jajpur Road and Charge Chrome Plant at Chaudwar earn a sizeable 
amount of foreign exchange. The Paradeep Phosphates Limited at Para- 
deep isa major fertilizer complex and the sale of fertilizers in 1990-91 
was 7°20 lakh tonnes amounting torupees above 320°82 crores. Paradeep 
port at Paradeep is a major port and is equipped with modern mechanised 
equipment and berths. The area is served by a rich hinterland full of 
agricultural and marine resources. Its proximity to different areas rich 
in Mineral resources makes the port very important and essential. 
Though initially started with a view to exporting iron ore only to foreign 
countries, it is now used for exporting chrome ore, pig iron, finished steel 
product, foodgrains, coal, fish, fertilizers, etc. Cuttack City is the chief 
commercial centre ofthe district where wholeselling business and retail 
trade are carried on to the tune of crores of rupees. 


Trade Centres 


Many affluent merchants keep Up wholesale or retail shops at which 
they sell their goods either wholesale to peripatetic dealers, or retail to 
ordinary purchasers. These shops are found mainly in Cuttack town, 
subdivisional headquarters and a few other trade centres. The important 
centres of trade and commerce are located at Cuttack, Kendraparha, 


Jajpur, Banki, Athagarh, Tirtol, Salepur, Pattamundai, Paradeep, Jajpur 
Road and Jagatsinghapur. 
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Cuttack is a trade centre of considerable Importance. It was the 
capital of Orissa till 1949 when the headquarters was shifted to Bhubane. 
shwar. The city is served by Cuttack Railway Station on | 
Howrah-Madras route of the South-Eastern Railways. National Highway 
No. 5 passes via Cuttack. The town is also connected by a neither of 
roads with different parts of the State on which regular bus services ply 
Several types of luxury products, viz., electronics, electricals, Mechanied 
and chemical products are available in the Cuttack market. Chhatra- 
bazar and Malgodown are the wholesale markets for vegetables and 
grocery respectively. Badambadi is fast growing as a big centre for retail 
trade. There are daily markets at different parts of the town, important 
of which are the markets at Buxibazar, Balubazar, Chandini Chouk, 
Machuabazar, Mangalabag, Ranihat, Ravenshaw College Square and 
Orissa Military Police Chhak. There are a number of good hotels and 
restaurants in the city. There are a number of publishing houses, whole- 
sale paper stockists and book-sellers in Binod Bihart Market area. A 
number of automobile spare part shops, automobile repairing shops and 
cycle repairing shops are operating in the city. There are a large number 
of shops spread over every nook and_ corner of Cuttack dealing in textile 
and textile products, grocery, Stationery and various other articles to 
meet the growing demand of the people. 


the matin 


Kendraparha 


Kendraparha is the headquarters-town of the subdivision of the same 
name. The town is connected with district headquarters by regular bus 
services. On account ofits situation inthe heart of a fertile land and on 
the Kendraparha canal, it is an important centre of trade concerning 
mainly foodgrains, jute and other crops. There is a big bazar in the lowe: 
Many wholesale and retail traders are Operating in the Kendraparha 
market, Varieties of shops, both permanent and temporary have 
grown up i and around the town to meet the growing needs of the people 
of the town as well as the neighbouring places, 


Jajpur 


Jajpur is the headquarters-town of the subdivision of the same name. 
The town is linked with the district headquarters by regular bus services. 
Jajpur is an important trading centre. Vegetables and fishes are ayailable 
ata cheaper rate. Wholesalers and retailers of textile products, grocery, 
stationery and various other articles are operating bere. A bi-weekly 
Hat (Viraja Hat) site here every Sunday and Thursday and is one of the 
biggest markets of the district. During the festival days of goddess 
Viraja people come here in large numbers from different parts 
of the neighbouring area. Tirtha Jatris (pilgrims) also visit this place by 
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tourist buses. A mela is conducted during these festival days where a 
good business is done by the shop-keepers. 


Bauki 


Banki is located on the banks of river Mahanadi. It is also the head- 
quartzrs-town of the subdivision of the same name. Banki is approa- 
chable by road from Bhubaneshwar and Cuttack via Barang. Buses and 
trucks ply regularly from these places for transporting goods and passen- 
gers. A bi-weekly market sits here on every Tuesday and Saturday. It 
is a trading centre of importance in the district. Molasses, rice, and 
pulses are the main commodities transacted in this market. There are 
wholesale and retail traders in textile, grocery, stationery and various other 
articles required by the people. 


Athagarh | 

Athagarh is the headquarters of the subdivision of the same name. 
It is approachable by road from Cuttack and also from Raj Athagarh 
Railway Station on Talcher branch line of the South Eastern Railways. 
There is a small bazar in the town. The fishes caught from Ansupa lake 
are sold in this market. Considerable trade of groundnut is carfied on 
here. The market has textile, grocery and stationery shops to meet the 
needs of the people. 


Paradeep 

Paradeep is fast growing as an important port-town of Orissa. It 
is situated 99 kilometres away from district headquarters-town. There 
is a daily market . Big wholesale and retail traders in textile, grocery, 
stationery, fruit, vegetables and fishes are operating here. A few small 
and big hotels and bars are doing good business here. Brisk business 
is done when a ship arrives here. 
Pattamundai 

Pattamundai is the headquarters of the Tahasil of the same name. 
A daily market sits here which mainly deals in agricultural products and 
vegetables. Besides, wholesale and retail traders in cloth, grocery and 
stationery articles are doing good business. A big cattle market sits 
here on every Wednesday. 


Jagatsinghapur 

Jagatsinghapur is the headquarters of the subdivision of the same 
name. It is situated 45 kilometres away from the district headquarters. 
A daily market sits here which deals in textile, grocery, stationery and 
various other articles. Fish, vegetables and fruits are also sold here in 
considerable quantities. 
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Jajpur Road | 

_ Popularly known as Dolipur, Jajpur Road is a town in Jajpur sub- 
division. J¢ is a trade centre of considerable importance as it is the rail- 
head for Keadujhar district and also for Jajpur town. Jajpur Road is well- 
connected by road transport with district headquarters, Jajpur town and 
with various places in Kendujhar district. A daily market sits here deal- 
ing in vegetable, fruit, fish and various other commodities. Wholesale 
traders from Jajpur town who bring goods from Calcutta by railway take 
dslivary from Jajpur Road. This enhanc:s the importance of Jajpur 
Road as the main commercial and trading centre, 


Raral Market Centres 


In rural areas considerable portion of local trade is carried on at 
various Aats (rural marketing centres) usually held once or twice a 
week, At these markets, villagers dispose of their surplus stocks of rice, 
grain and other local produce and make purchases of clothes, fancy 
goods, utensils, spices, tobacco, kerosene oil, salt, fish, dry-fish, vegetables, 
betel leaves, etc. In some rural markets cows, buffaloes, goats, ete, 
are also sold. These rural markets consist usually of a group of stalls 
on the outskirt of the village. In the large Aats transaction to the extent 
of ten to tweaty thousand rupees is carried on evey market day. A great 
dealoflocal trade is also carried on atreligious gatherings and festivals, 
A list of rural murketing centres is given in the Appendix] of 
this chapter. . 


Marketing Co-operative Societies 


In 1989-90, there were eight Regional Co-operative Marketing 
Societies functioning in the district. These societies do business mainly 
in agricultural commodities. Besides, there were two Fruit and Vegetable 
Marketing Co-opsrative Societies, one Jute Marketing Co-opz2rative 
Society, one Batel Growers’ Co-operative Society, one Co-operative Sugar 
Factory, 102 Primary Co-opzrative Milk Supply Societies, 20 Primary 
Poultry Co-operative Societies, 7 Co-operative Farming Societies, 39 
Irrigation Co-operative Societies, 191 Primary Fishery Co-operative 
Societies, 10 Cold Storage and Potato Growers’ Co-operative Societies, 
4 Wholesale Consumer Co-operative Stores, 194 Primary Consumer 
Co-operative Stores, 21 Students’ Co-operative Stores, 7 House Building 
Co-operative Societies, 54 Labour Contract Co-oprative Societies, 
5 Transport Co-operative Societies, one Forest Labour Co-operative 
Society, 2 Women Co-operative Societies, one Washermen’s Co-operative 
Society, 50 Oil-seed Co-operative Societies, 6 Traders’ Co-operativs Societies, 
one Multi-purpose Co-opertive Society, one Writers’ Co-operative Society, 
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7 Canteen Co-operative Societies, 7 Cinema Co-operative Societies, 5 Press 
Co-operative Societies and one Electricity Co-operative Society. 


A comparative statement showing their numbers with membership, 
borrowings, working capital, paid up capital, profit, loss, etc. from 
1986-87 to 1989-90 is given is Appendix II of this chapter. 


During 1989-90, there were 250 Primary Agricultural Credit Co- 
operative Societies which undertook the sale of consumer goods in rural 
areas as Fair Price Shops. The total sale of these societies amounted 
to rupees 100 lakhs which included rupees 98 lakhs of controlled goods 
and 2 lakhs of non-controlled goods. Besides, there were 17 Co-operative 
Societies, 4 Wholesale Co-operative Stores and 65 Primary Co-operative 
Stores which distributed controlled goods of rupees 72 lakhs, 28 lakhs 
and 108 lakhs and non-controlled goods of rupees 2 lakhs, 9 lakhs 
and 65 lakhs respectively in the rural areas. 


Regulated Markets 


The object of the regulated markets is to regularise the purchase and 
sale of agricultural commodities to benefit the sellers as well as the buyers. 
The producers are provided with market intelligence and storage 
accommodation. Market practices relating to bidding, weighing and 


delivery of goods are regularised and payment of fair value to the 
cultivators is assured. 


Banki Regulated Market 


The Banki Regulated Market was established on the 22nd October, 
1960. The market area (i.e., the area for which aregulated market ig 
established) comprises fifty-three Gram Panchayats under Bnki, Baidyeswar, 
Tigiria, Badamba, Khordha, Begunia, Bolagarh and Fategarh Police- 
stations. The main market yard comprises 5°21 acres of land at 
Banki, and the sub-yard at Kalapathar is functioning within the existing 
merket (hat) premises. The management is carried on by a market 
committee consisting of 17 members representing agriculturists, 
traders and members nominated by Government and local authorities. 
The market committee collects information regarding the prevailing 
price in other markets and diseminates the same for the information 
of the producers. The regulated market is provided with office building, 
auction hall, water supply and compound wall.Open auction is practised 
for the sale declared items in this regulated market, 


Jute, sunhemp,mesta, paddy, rice, greengram, blackgram, horsegram 
pumpkin, Chana, til, groundnut, Gur, sugar-cane, potato, onion, cabbage, 
cauliflower, tomato, garlic, chillis, saru, mango, coriander, cattle, 
sheep and goat are declared as regulated items. 
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The following table shows item-wise commodities sold (quantity 
in tonnes with their values in lakhs of rupees) from the year 1988-89 
to 1990-91. 





Name of the 1988-89 
Commodities Pa eee See ee em 
Quantity Value 
(1) (2) (3) 
| Rice 157 4°78 
| Gur 135 3°13 
| Potato 167 2°66 
Onion 68 1°93 
Brinjal 192 5°31 
Saru 23 0°47 
Pumpkin 27 0°43 
Cauliflower 104 1°50 
Cabbage 124 2°20 
Tomato’ 56 1:03 
Green chilli a 35 1°13 
Cattle (in numbers) 10,656 29°13 


6 
a a pet so ipa a Pt 
oh ep ra if eye ehh hse UU SE pc yt pre 


1989-90 1990=91 

a ‘aan 

Quantity Value Quantity Value 

(4) (3) (6) (7) 

eee ee 

168 511 39 1°41 
14 4-26 19 1:01 
230 4°76 69 2°42 
60 1°61 22 1°51 
183 3°82 56'5 2-24 
21°5 039 15°5 0-46 
24 | 0°58 6°5 0°23 
200 3°62 53 272 
135 2°65 18 0-90 
$7 103 5 0°18 
31 0:90 2 0-10 
- 7,000 22°75 8,000 24°09 
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The total income ofthe Banki Regulated Market during 1988-89, 
1989-90 and 1990-91 was Rs. 2,80,22467, Rs. 1,85.060°82 and 


Rs. 1,75,408°90 respectively. 


Kendupatna Regulated Market 

The Kendupatna Regulated Market was established on the 27th 
May, 1959. The market area covered areas under police stations of 
Mahanga, Salepur, Kishorenagar, Tangi-Chaudwar, Govindpur, 
Jagatpur and Cuttack Sadar. The main market-yard is located at 
Kulia. The sub-yards are located at Mahanga, Salepur, Nischantakoil, 
Paga, Niali, Tangi and Sauri. The regulated market is provided with 
office building-cum-godown, auction hall, cattle shed, water-supply, 
compound wall and link road. The mode of auction sale in 
this regulated market was open negotiations among the licensed 
traders, Jute, sunhemp, paddy, horsegram, rice, greengram, blackgram 
and groundnut are declared as notified commodities and cattle, sheep 
and goat are declared as regulated livestocks for this regulated market, 


The following table shows the commodities sold (in quintals) with 
their value (in Rs.) for 1988-89 , 1989-90 and 1990-91, 


ms 


—— 














Name of the commodity 1938-89 
Quantity Value 
(i) (2) (3) 
Jute - 3,48.754 1.46,55,100 
Greengram - 262 48,11,551 
Blackgram 7 452 2,45,979 
Groundnut es 1,740 9,44,328 
Paddy i 387 77,556 
Horsegram iy es ii 
Cattle (in number) es 20,800 84,68,000 
1989-90 1990-91 
* =~ iat - 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 
(4) (5) (6) (7) 
29,918 1,88,12.677 53,623 2,43,21,337 
2,744 17.06,986 1,571 14,38,381 
501 3,00,074 - os 
1,466 12,13,245 971 9,53,808 
34 11,818 - - 
14,100 59.03.0000 31,500 1,28,73,000 
“NOs geeerreere eterna perp tree ere erro eempgesase-nts we 
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The income and expenditure of Kendupatna Regulated Market 
for 1988-89, 1989-90 and 1990-91 are giveninthe following table: 





Year Income (in Rs.) Expenditure (in Rs.) 
(1) (2) (3) 
1988-89 7,03,788°90 11,91,489°53 
1989-90 17,32,075°30 11,94,454°9] 
1990-91 16,23,456°15 20,50,112°14 





Kendraparha Regulated Market 


Kendraparha Regulated Market was established on the 26th July, 
1989. The market area comprises the entire Revenue subdivision of 
Kendraparha except Rajkanika Community Development Block. The 
main market yard is located at Jamadhar over 5°07 acres of land. 
The sub-yards are located at Chandol, Pattamundai, Indupur, 
Marshaghai and Chhata, godown, office, cattle shed, etc. are under 
construction. 


Jute, paddy, rice, blackgram, greengram, groundnut, potato, onion, 
mango, coconut, mustard, kulthi, Gur, sugarcane, fish, dryfish, cattle, 
sheep and goat are declared as the notified commodities and livestock 
for the regulated market. 


The table below gives quantities sold (in tonnes) with their value 
(in lakhs of rupees) in the years 1988-89, 1989-90 and 1990-91: 


1988-89 1989-90 1990-91 








Name of the Qty. Value Qty. Value Qty. Value 
commodities 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
Jute Zs 1,000 60 3 932°60 263°90 7,252°10 437°00 
Greengram .. 250 15 105°20 2°60 29°00 aoe 
Blackgram .. 3,560 88 1,204°20 69°60 61°50 3°58 
Groundnut .. 1,770 120  1,585°70 10260 4,72850 468 °25 
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1988-89 1989-90 1990-91 

Say a es ee Saray 
Name of the Ory. Value Qty. Value Qty. Value 
commodities 

()) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

Paddy 7 200 3,50 41000 6°90 611°50 12°00 
Ric - 135 3.40 141°00 4,20 310°00 9°40 
Potato _ ed 2 $,100°00 76°50 4,800°00 2°80 
Coconut Pe a = a - 4,900°00 5°80 


(in number) 


amon a nee 
emweet ——— —— 


Ths income and expenditure of this regulated market for 
1988-89, 1989-90 end 1990-91 are given in the following table: 


—_——— 





Year Income (in Rs.) Expenditure (in Rs.) 
Ui) (2) (3) 
1988-89 4,01,140°00 1,75,027°00 
1989-96 9,20,629°00 3,46,292°C0 
1990-9} 12,10,118°00 6,61 ,336°00 


~~ a FE SO A NP ey a we ee 





Jagitsinghapur Regulated Market 


The Jagatsinghapur Regulated Market was established onthe 2rd 
september, 966. The market area comprises the enthe Revenue 
subdivision of Jagatsinghapur. The main market-yard is located at 
Jagatsinghapur while the sub-yards are located at Machbhesan and 
Rupnga, 


The market-yard is provided with facilities such as auction hall, 

office building, water supply, daily market hall, ete. Method of auction 

sale practised for Jagatsinghapur regulated market is open negotiation 
between licensed traders. 


The following commodities and livestock are declared notified fer 
this regulated market: 


Jute, paddy, rice, maize, Ragi, greengram, blackgram, horsegram, 
groundnut til, mustard seeds, Gur, brinjal, tomato, onion, potato, 
cabbage, betel leaf, coconut, chilli, fish, dry-fish, cattle, goat and sheep. 
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Jajpur Regulated Market 


Jajpur Regulated Market started functioning in the year 1967. 
The market area comprises the entire Jajpur subdivision except Sukinda 
police-station area. The market yards are located at Jajpur, 
Dhanmandal and Kuakhia over 1°04 acres, 3 acres and 1°36 acres of 
Government land respectively. Sub-yards are located at Champapur, 
Nanpur, Sahapur, Jhumpuri and Balmukuli. All the market yards 
are provided with drinking water and electricity facilities. 


Paddy, greengram, blackgram, Arhar, horsegram, mustard, ground- 
nut, coriander, chilli, jute, potato, cattle, sheep, goat are declcared as 
regulated items. 


During 1990-91 the income of the regulated market was 
Rs. 45,99,960°93. 


The table below shows item-wise various commodities sold 
(in quintals) with their value (in Rs.) for the year 1990-91: 








Name of the commodity Quantity Value (in Rs.) 
(in quintals) 
(1) (2) | (3) 
Jute 7 79,601 3,83,34,525 
Groundnut ae 86,072 6,48,29,170 
Paddy a 15,456 32,40,736 
Potato os 80,341 ~ -85,29,718 
Rice es 20,825 71,96,690 
Blackgram a 2,936 21,44,840 
Greengram si 1,811 14,22,844 
Horsegram - | 154 80,850 
Coriander es 104 69,790 
Chilli - 67 40,900 
Mustard seeds - 9 13,465 
Cattle (in number) ad 84,488 8,44,88,000 


A 


STATE TRADING 
Distribution of essential commodities 

The trading scheme of the Food and Civil Supplies Department 
commences onthe Ist November of each year and ends onthe 31st 
October of the succeeding year whichis known as the Kharif year. The 


Government distributes certain essential commodities to the genera] 
public through various Fair Price Shops spread all over the district. 
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In 1990, there were 4,089 Fair Price Shops inthe district. The 
following table shows the quantity and value of different commodities 
transacted through these Fair Price Shopsin 1989 and 1990,: 
sa 


————— 


Name of the Commodities 


EOC Ce pnt el ie gn in sg 














Rice Kerosene oil wheat 
Year Ny een my Ay 
Quantity Value Quantity Value Quantity Value 
(in tons) (in Rs.) (in qtls.) (in Rs.) (in qtls.) (in Rs.) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (3) (6) (7) 
1989, 2,602..816  97,08,441 54.000 12,90,60,000 7,54,693  7,74,33,408 
1990... 800.388 3,00,14,250 42.665 11,60,48,800  9,50,848  2,51,97,472 
——— et rl A Here A a a er —_—~. om} 
Sugar Palm Oil 
nee, Vaeere a os SA, 
Quantity Value Quantity Value 
(in gtls.) (in Rs.) (in tons) (in Rs.) 
(8) (9) (10) (11) 
2,66,926 1,38,26.766 3,110 1,93,14,000 
2.16,797 1,43,38,084 27,96,239 27,96,239 





Weights and Measures 

In the past, the district had a special system of weights and 
measures. The maund of 40 seers was recognized but the Baleshwar 
seer of 80 tolas was used for weighing imported goods and the 
Cuttack seer of 105 folas was used for indigenous goods. Pala, bisa 
and pasuri were the weightsin common use in rural areas. One pala 
equalled 6 tolas while 1 bisa was equivalent to 18 to 30 palas, i.e., 
108 to 180 tolas. At some places 1 pala was equivalent to 5 ftolas 
and one bisa was equivalent to two Cuttack seers,i.e¢., 210 folas. 
The gouni was generally used for measuring food grains. The gouni 
measure varied from 1°75 seers to 7 seers at different places. In 
Jajpur subdivision two special weights, viz., gar and mutha were used 
which were equivalent to 24 to 27 palas respectively. The cloth was 
measured by hatha or cubit which varied from 18 to 22 inches. Land 
Measurement was done by mana, guntha and biswa. One mana 
was equivalent to one acre and was divided into 25 gunthas, each 
guntha being equivalent to 16 bdiswas. 


The measures varied in capacities from area to area by which the 
buyers were generally cheated. Besides, the traders were in difficulty 
while transacting with other districts. With a view to overcoming these 
difficulties, the metric system of weights and the metric system of measures 
were introduced as an all-India standard from the Ist April, 1961. 
Initially there were some difficulties for adopting the system, but now it 
has become a common practice. 
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APPENDIX I 


A list of rural marketing centres (Hats) with categories and days of sitting as in 


Name of the Block 


December 1984 


is furnished below : 





Name of the Days of sitting Periodicity 
market 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
1. Athagarh Mahidharpur Tuesday & Friday Bi-weekly 
Kantol Ditto Ditto 
Oranda Sunday Weekly 
2, Tigiria Bindhanima Sunday & Wednesday Bi-weekly 
3, Badamba Maniabandha Monday & Thursday Ditto 
Badamba Sunday & Wednesday Ditto 
Gopapur Saturday & Tuesday Ditto 
(Nijlgarh) 
4, Narsinghapur Jilinda Sunday & Wednesday Ditto 
Balijhari Ditto Ditto 
Champeswar Friday & Tuesday Ditto 
5, Damparha Tulasipur Sunday & Wednesday Ditto 
6, Banki Kalapathar Sunday & Thursday Ditto 
Barput Wednesday & Saturday Ditto 
7, Sadar Sankhatras Wednesday & Sunday Ditto 
Khandichuan Ditto Ditto 
Deuli Ditto Ditto 
8, Baranga Usuma Monday & Thursday Ditto 
Sumandi Wednesday & Sunday Ditto 
Raipur Thursday & Friday Ditto 
9, Tangi-Chaudwar Ramgarh Tuesday & Friday Bi-weekly 
Bhattimunda Ditto Ditto 
Nakhara Wednesday & Saturday Ditto 
10, Niali Erancha Tuesday & Saturday Ditto 
Kasarda Ditto Ditto 
Niali Sunday & Thursday Ditto 


PE z 
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(1) (2) (3) (4) 
11, Kantapada Balipada Thursday & Friday Bi-weekly 
Sundargram Monday & Friday Ditto 
Adaspur Monday & Friday Ditto 
12, Salepur Raisungra Wednesday & Sunday Ditto 
Saurl Wednesday & Saturday Ditto 
Salepur Sunday & Thursday Ditto 
13. Nischintakoili Olhanka Monday & Friday Ditto 
(N. S. Koili ) 
Jiginpur sunday & Thursday Ditto 
Nemalo Saturday & Wednesday Ditto 
14, Mahanga - Mahanga Thursday & Friday Ditto 
Mauda sunday & Wednesday Pitto 
Chasakharda Monday & Friday Ditto 
15. Biridi Kisannagar hionday & Friday Dire 
Kulkaijanga cunday & Thursday Pitle 
Purana Wednesday & Saterday Ditto 
16, Jagatsinghapur Mandasahi Monday & Friday Patera 
Pit cipur Sunday & Wednesday PHitto 
Purusottampur Monday & Friday Ditto 
7, Raghunathpur Mahamadpur Fhursday & Sunday Dita 
Raghunathpur Monday & friday Ditto 
Jaipur ‘Tuesdev & Fricay bute 
18, Balikuda Parahat Wednesday & Saturday LO 
Gorixina Ditto latito 
Machhagan Ditto Hitte 
12, Nuagan Alana Vhursday & Sunday Ditto 
Nuagan Thuesday & Friday Ditto 
Gangada Thursday & Monday Ditto 
20. Tirtol Tirtol Tuesday & Saturday Ditto 
Jaganathapur Tuesday & Friday Ditto 
Katara Yuesday & Saturday Ditto 
eet See 
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(1) 


Set ee = ee eee 


21. Kujang 


22. Erasama 


23. Kendraparha 


24. Derabis 


25. Marshaghai 


26. Mahakalaparha 


27. Patkura 


28. Rajkanika 


29. Pattamundai 


30, Rajnagar 


ON a 


COTTACK 


—_— 


(2) 


Hansua 
Parkapal 
Kujang 
Balitutha 
Frasama 
Ambika 
Indupur 


Mugbari 


Simalda 

Chhoti 
Dumuka 
Chandol 
Karilopatna 
Karandiapatna 
Pikarali 

Suniti 
Kirabana 
Jambu 


Patkura 


Garadpur 
Palasudha 


Charpada 


Dhamara 
Kantabania 


Batipada 


Pattamundai 
Chandannagar 
Talchua 


Kerargarh 
Rajnagar 





(3) 


Monday & Friday 
Sunday & Wednesday 
Tuesday & Saturday 


Monday & Friday 
Tuesday & Saturday 


Monday & Friday 
Wednesday & Saturday 


Monday & Friday 
Monday & Thursday 


Monday & Friday 
Tuesday & Friday 
Wednesday & Saturday 
Tuesday & Saturday 
Wednesday & Friday 


Tuesday & Saturday 
Wednesday & Saturday 
Tuesday & Saturday 
Monday & Thursday 
Wednesday & Sunday 


Tuesday & Friday 
Monday & Thursday . 


Friday 


Monday 
Monday 


Tuesday & Saturday 


Wednesday & Sunday 
Tuhursday & Saturday 


Monday & Friday 


Sunday & Wednesday 
Monday & Friday 


(4) 


a A 


Bi-weekly 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Weekly 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Bi-weekly 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
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31. Jajpur 


32. Bari 


33. Binjharpur 


34, Dasarathpur 


35, Sukinda 


36. Danagadi 


37. Korei 


38. Dharmashala 


39, Rasulpur 


40, Barachana 


4%. Aul (Aali) 


Malandapur 


Purusottampur 


Abdulpur 
Baineiria 
Ranpa 
Alipur 


Bitna 


Utalkul 
Binjharpur 


Ahilyas 
Mangalpur 


Kanjan 
SJhumpuri 
Duburi 


Sukinda 
Hatibari 


Tamaka 


Kabitrasrymanidei- 


pur Sasan 
Salijanga 


Purbakote 


Karada 
Khaman 


Chahata 


Kaintabar 
Neulpur 


Barabati 


Haripur 


Brahmabarada 


Champapur 


Chatia 


Balichandrapur 


Tuesday & Saturday 


Monday & Friday 
Wednesday & Saturday 


Friday & Tuesday 


Monday & Thursday 
Sunday & Thursday 


Bi-weekly 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Monday, Tuesday, Friday Four times a 


& Saturday 
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CHAPTER VII 


COMMUNICATIONS 
OLD-TIME ROUTES 


Ancient Period 


The town of Cuttack stands at the apex of the delta of the Mahanadi, 
the great river of Orissa. The geographical position of Cuttack is such 
that it served as the only narrow strip for the land route through the 
country and as such people coming from the north to south or from 
south to north had no other alternative but to cross the Mahanadi at 
or near Cuttack. The hill ranges to the west and wide rivers to the 
east of Cuttack exclude all possibilities of the alignment of the highway 
from north to south and it seems that the Nanda and Maurya kings of 
Migadha had to cross the Mahanadi at or near Cuttack and the same 
route was traversed by Kharavela at the time of his Magadha campaign. 
Neither the Daaulirock edicts of Asoka northe Hatigumpha inscription 
of Kharavela mentions any highway from Kalinga or Orissa to Magadha, 
The route of communication fromthe central India lay through the valley 
of the Mahanadi and terminated at Cuttack. 


The antiquity of places of pilgrimage in ancient Kalinga is as 
old as Baudhayana Srautasutra and Manu Sambhita where ‘Tirtha- 
Yatra’ finds mention. These places of pilgrimage used to attract a 
large number of pilgrimsfrom different parts of India to the north, west 
and south of Orissa and it is certain that there were ancient trade or 
pilgrim routes in those days. 


An account of the ancient routes of the region since Puranic era as 
narrated about ancient routes in Orissa by Padmasri Paramananda 
Acharya* is as follows: 


“The legendary account of Gayasura from the Puranas furnishes 
information that the corpse of the demon Gaya stretched 
from Gaya to Pithapura near Rajmahendry; his head lay at 
Gaya, his naval part at Jajpur in Orissa and his feet 
at Pithapur. From this legend itis found that the people 
of this area belonged to one culture. The offering of pinda 
to the forefathers at Gaya, Jajpur and Pithapur is still 
current among the Hindus of India, and it is natural to think 
that for the pilgrims to Gaya-Jajpur-Pithapur there was a 
pilgrim route between these places in early days”. 


pc net lr ee AT aay mt 


* Studies in Orissan History, Archaeology and Archives, (1969), pp. 444-451. 
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Roates to aad fram the north 


According to Buddhist account two merchants of Utkala named 
‘Tapisu’ and ‘Bhallika’ on their way to Madhyadesa with 500 cart- 
loads of merchandise first gave honey tothe Buddha at Buddhagaya. 
It was only possible because of the existence of a developed highway. 
The Mauryan emperor, Asoka the great, came witha large army and 
conquered Kalinga inthe middle of the 3rd century B.C. The Asokan 
army was no doubt more than 5 lac strong and one can imagine the 
huge preparation for the movement of such an army in those days. It 
is certain that the Mauryan army travelled all the way from Patna to 
Tosali on a highway where there was possibility of supply of water and 
foodstuff. In the 2nd or Ist century B. C. Kharavela of Kalinga, 
not only marched as far as Rajagruha inthe north, but he advanced 
inthe west to the kingdom of the Satavahanas and inthe south to the 
kingdom of the Pandyas. The army of Kharavela consisted of 4 cate- 
gories of soldiers or Chaturanga. It is needless to mention that for the 
movement of the Rathas a good highway is essential. 


The above events happened two thousand years ago. If we assume 
that Tosali of the Asokan inscriptions and Kalinganagara of the Kharavela 
inscription were situated somewhere near Bhubaneshwar, we must also 
assumes that in those days, the Mahanadi was crossed at a place near 
tha Cattack towa. There are two possibilities of easy communication 
towards north, one onthe Birupa, a branch of the Mahanadi and then on 
the Kimbhira, branch of Birupa up tothe Brahmani, or onthe places 
just east to the foot of the hills up to Dharmashala. The road from the 
southern bank of the Brahmani to Jajpur lay after crossing the rivers 
Kbarsuan andthe Budha,a branch ofthe Baitarani. From Jajpur the 
road stretched northwards up to Midnapur via Dhamnagar, Bhadrak, 
Soro, Remuna, Ramachandrapur, Garhpada, Basta, Amarda, Raibania, 
Gaganeswar, Kasiari and Kharagpur. The road just below the foot of 
the hills up to Daarmashala stretched in the north-westerly direction up to 
Anandapur in Kendujhar district on the Baitarani and then following 
the Baitarani valley it reached Khichingin western Mayurbhanj. From 
Khiching the road went in north-easterly direction up to Bahalda via 
Bamanghati (modern Rairangpur town) in Mayurbhanj district. From 
Bahalda it went ina northernly direction via Saraikela to the Manbhum 
district where it touched the Subarnarekha valley. From this place the 

toad to Gaya or Patnais quite possible Out of these two possible 
routes which one was in actual use, is to be considered. A trade route 
can ba determined by the find-spot of coins and other antiquarian remains. 
Onthe eastern route beyond Remuna no archaeological evidence earlier 
to 1000 A.D. has been reported. But on the western route from Dharmashala 
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to Bahalda, there are reports on the find of coins. From Kay:ma 
hill near Dharmashala Kushan copper coins have been found. There 
were trade and pilgimroutes fromthe Subarnarekha valley in Manbhum- 
Singhbhum and northern Mayurbhanj districts to the Baitarani valley 
in western Mayurbhanj, eastern Kendujhar up to Anandpur and from 
Anandpur a routeran upto Purt. Itis suggested that this route was 
followed bythe Nanda king, Asoka and later on by Kharavela. 


During the second quarter of the 7th century A., D, Hiuen Tsang first 
visited the capitalof Utkala and Puspagiri monastery from Karnasuvarna 
and *j{then went to Kongada and Kalinga. From Kalinga he went 
to Mahakosala. Hecameto Karnasuyarna from Tamralipt! or mcdern 
Tamluk. The capital of Uchha or Utkala was in those days near modern 
Jaipur. The Puspagiri monastery and the sea port called Chelitalo 
were situated towards south and south-east of Jajpur. But the Chinese_ 
pilgrim instead of coming straight from Tamluk or Tamraliptito Jajpur 
had to go to Karnasuvarna which was situated ina north-westerly direc- 
tion from Tamralipti. Fromthe Chinese pilgrim’s route, it seems that 
inthe early 7th century A. D., there was no good road fiom Tamralipt 
to Jajpur. 


In 1023-—-25 A. D., Rajendra Chola of Tanjore sent an army to the 
Ganges. Marching in southern India his army arrived at Sakrakotaor 
or modern Chitrakota inthe Bastar district of Madhya Pradesh. The 
army passed through the Masuni country and arrived at Yayatinagara 
onthe Mahanadi near Sonapur in Balangir district. Then it passed 
through the Odra country which was difficult for access and then reached 
the country of Dandabhukti situated in the western Midnapur and 
Bankura areas of modern West Bengal. To reach Dandabhukti from 
Sonapur one would have to follow the course of the Mahanadi up to 
Cuttack and then following the trade route through eastern Kendujhar 
and western Mayurbhanj would reach the Dhalbhum area of eastern 
Singhbhum from where Dandabhukti was quite approachable or one 
would have to go through the eastern part of the district of Sambalpur, 
Bonai subdivision of the Sundargarh district and Kendujhar district and 
then would arrive at the trade route somewhere near Khiching in 
Mayur bhanj. 


It seems that towardsthe middle of the 11th century A. D.. a route 
was possible to Orissa from the right bank of the Ganges in Hugli through 
Garh Mandaran, Midnapur, Raibania, Amarda, Basta and Remuna. 
On this route inthe second part of the 11th Century A. D.. Jayasimha, 
the ruler of Dandabhukti, an ally of Ramapala, helped Karnakesari of 
Utkala who was defeated by the Ganga king Rajaraja. 
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From the Tabaquat-i-Nasiri, it is learnt that in 1245—1247 A.D.. there 
was a war between the Muslim Sultan of Bengal and the Ganga king Nara- 
simha Deva I. During this war the army cf Jajnagar (Orissa) followed 
this route from Cuttack to Garh Mandaran and thence to Lakshanavati 
or Gaur. In the Asankhali copper plate of Narasimha Deva II 
of 1303 A.D., a ‘Rajapatha’ on the village of Vamsadu finds mention. 
Io 1351, Shamesu-ddin Ilias Shah of Bengal attacked Jajnagar by following 
this route. 


In 1360, Sultan Feroz Shah of Delht came with a large army trom 
Jaunpur via Bihar and Chotanagpur to Jajnagar, the then cupital of 
Utkala. As per the text of the Sirat-i-Feroz Shahi on the route he passed 
Kinanagar or Kichinagapur, the capital of Bhanj king before reaching 
Kalakalaghat of the Cuttack district situated near the eastern border of 
the Dhenkanal district. Then the Sultan arrived at Banaras (Varanasi- 
Kataka). the Capital ‘of king Pirbhan Deo or Bira Bhanu Deva. 


It is written there that a Sargi Sultan of Jaunpurin 1393-94 
A. D., invaded Jajnagar. ~As a hoard of coins of Sargi Sultans of Jecrpur 
h2s been found from the Brahmani valley, it seems that there was 


another route from the Ranchi district through the valley of the 
Brahmani. 


The Van Den Broke’s map was prepared in 1660 A. D. In this map 
places like Jagannath, Cuttack, Bhadrak, Baleshwar. Remuna, Narsingha- 
pur, Pipili, Jaleswar and Dantan are shown prominently. In 1766. Motte 
went to Sambalpur from Jaleswar and he has left a description otf the 
Dlaces from Jaleswar to Cuttack on the way which was then known as the 


Badsahi road. He has also described about the road from Cuttack to 
Sambalpur. 


Route to and from the west of Orissa 


According to the tradition of the Madalapanji, Indradyumna came 
to Puri from the country of Malava. The Special Kalinga cdicts of 
Asoka at Dhauli state that the Kumara used to visit Tosali from 
Ujjayini occasionally, and he had to travel through Madhya Bharat 
to Orissa. The Hatigumpha inscription states that Kharavela went 
(0 Vidarbha area and it seems that he followed the route on the 
valleys of the Mahanadi and Anga up to the border of the Raipur district 
of Madhya Pradesh. The discovery of punch-marked and other coins 
from Sonapur indicates that it was situated ona highway. The Somakuli 
Kesari kings came to Orissa from Mahakosala through the Anga and 
the Mahanadi valleys. 
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In 1421-22 A.D., Hoshang Shah of Mandu came to Cuttack cunningly 
disguised as a horse merchant and halted on the other side of the river 
Mahanadi. From Mandu in Malava to Cuttack in Orissa is a long distance 

‘and Hoshang had to follow the route in the Narbada valley towards the 

east aid then reached Raipur or Bilaspur district of Madhya Pradesh from 

Where the route to Orissa in the Mahanadi valley was quite easy. In 

1741, Bhaskar Pandit was escorted to Cuttack from Phuljhar in Raipur 
district. 

On the west apart from the route to Cuttack through the valley of 

the Mahanadi, there was a route to Ganjam through the Kalingaghat. 


Roates to and from the south Orissa 


Ta2re are Asokan inscriptions at Dhauli in Puri district and Jaugada 
in Ganjam district, It is certain that in the Mauryan days there was easy 
communication bstween these places. The land route is possible through 
Nayagarh and there was also a route on the land which separated the 
Chilika from the sea and also a route near the existing Trunk Road to 
Madras. The discovery of Kiushan coins at Gurbai on the strip of land 
between the Chilika and the sea suggests a trade route in that area. In 
the 7th century Sasanka, Harsavardhan and Hiuen Tsang went to Kongada 
(modern Ganjam) through one of these routes. The area of Kongada 
was occupied by the Bhaumas. Chodaganga came to Cuttack through 

one of these routes in 1111 A.D. 


ROADS 
Roads during British Period 

The routes described in early paragraphs were rough and 
when the ritish conquered the district in 1803, it was practically 
isolated fromthe rest of India. There was but little internal communica- 
tion. In spite of the long sea-face, few vessels ventured to put in at the 
surf-beaten coast, and no measures were taken to survey the harbours 
or ascertain the capabilities of its estuaries. Traffic along the rivers, 
then was rendered difficult by enormous volume of water they brought 
down in the rains. In addition to the natural difficulties of river route, 
the vexatious Imposts and transit dues of Marathas, made it impossible 
for boatmen to ply their trade with any profit. Throughout the district 
there was not a road inthe modern sense of the word. What were then 
called roads were mere fair-weather cart tracks, without bridges and 
without proper ferry arrangements for crossing the numerous water- 
courses which they intercepted, andthe pilgrims to Puri were forced to 
follow the dangerous route through Nilagiri and Mayurbhanj, which at 
many places passed through dense jungles infested by tigers and other 
wild animals. 
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The first step taken to remedy this state of affairs was the construction 
ofthe great Orissa Trunk Road better known as Jagannath Road which 
was sanctioned in 1811 and completed in 1825, out of a special fund 
known as “Jagannath Road Fund’. It was not metalled and not 
improved in any respect. The road was covered with long heap of mud 
and clay. It was next to impassable for any wheeled vehicles except 
forthe high-wheeled Cuttack hackeries, and for many months of the 
year impassable even for them. In some parts, where the soil was sandy, 
foot-passengers did not suffer much inconvenience at any tine of the 
year; but across the many low plains where the soil was clayey, the diffi- 
culty of making any progress in wet weather could hardly be exaggerated. 
A short history of the Jagannath Road Fund is given in Appendix | 
of this chapter. 

The terrible deficiency of communication which existed as late as 
1866 was made apparent in the great Orissa famine when “the people 
were shut in between pathless jungles and impracticable seas, and were 
like passengers tn a ship without provisions”! The Famine Commissioners 
of 1867 described the position as follows: 


“The whole province is geographically isolated to an excessive 
degree. To the north and nortn-west, the hill tracts merge 
into countries more hilly, wild and inaceessible, by which 
they are separated effectually from Central and Northern 
India. There is a precarious traffic with Sambalpur by boats 
of a peculiar construction, which navigate the difficult rives 
Mahanadi in the rainy season and for a month or two after for 
the rest ofthe year the communication is closed. On the other 
side, the nature of the coast and the sea is such as effectually 
to stop all native traffic for the major part of the year. With 
one exception—False point—there 1s no protected anchorage of 
any kind, and that exception may be said to be in some sense 
almost a recent discovery. Such being the § difficulties on 
either side of the length of Orissa, the only ordinary mode 
of communication with the outside world is by the route 
traversing its length. That, however, ts so much intersecied 
by the streams already mentioned, and has been hitherto so 
little rendered practicable by Cart, that it is comparatively 
little used by wheeled carriages; pack bullocks still predo- 
Mminate at alltimes; in the rainy season wheeled traffic is quite 
impracticable; and when the rains are heavy, evn pack- 
bullocks cannot be used. At this daythe European officer 
who cannot obtain a special steamer must find his way into 
Orissa slowly and tediously, as ancient officers may have 
travelled in the days of Asoka, and the very post takes 
several days between Calcutta and Cuttack”’. 


Orn ia Lunches. naa is ema ne 
1. Bihar and Orissa District Gazetteers, Cuttack, 1933. 
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After the famine much attention was given for the improvement of 
roids and measures were taken to prevent the recurrence of a similar 
disaster, the coast surveyed and canals constructed. The use of boats was 
restricted from time immemorial and the people were always accustomed 
to carry the internal traffic of the region along the roads by means of 
pack-bullocks and carts. They were, thus, neither sufficiently accustomed 
to navigation nor prepared to utilise the canals when they were opened. 
The line of the Bengal-Nagpur Railway (now South-Eastern Railway ) 
which passes through the district and connects Cuttack directly with 
Calcutta and Madras was opened in 1899. The communication with 
outside world which was then established effectually broke open 
the isolation of the then Orissa. 


Even though the means of communication by rail and roads devel- 
oped to some extent, the internal communication within the district 
was very difficult. Parganas of Benahar and Khandi and the strip 
of country between the Taladanda and Kendraparha canals and some 
other parts of many villages were only accessible by pack-bullocks. 
Some others again could be reached only by boats in the rainy 
season even during the late twenties of the century. The large rivers 
intersecting the plains made the construction and maintenance 
of roads a matter of great difficulty and cost. 


However, some good roads were constructed after the great famine 
of 1866, By the end of the second decade of this century there were 70 
miles (112 km. ) of provincial roads maintained by the Public Works 
Deparment, all being metalled while the District Board maintained 
i143 miles (230km.) of metalled and 420 miles (680km.) of unmetalled 
roads, besides a number of village tracks with a total length of 416 
miles ( 666 km. ). 


The most important of the provincial roads was the Orissa Trunk 
Road, a great highway running from Midnapur to Ganjam, begun 
soon after the British occupation. It took the place of the old Pilgrim road 
which had replaced the former route through Nilagiri and Mayurbhanj. 
The road was constructed as much as possible along the old 
line and through waste land and jungle;the bridges were built almost 
entirely of stone taken from the ruined forts and temples in which 
the province then abounded; and it wascompleted as far as Bhadrak 
about 1819. It entered the district at Akhuapada 46 miles (74 kin.) 
from Cuttack, and skirting the western hills, it passed along the high 
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Level canal as far as that town, and then divided into two, the Cuttack- 
Puri-road, generally known as the Jagannath road, and the Cuttack-Ganjam 
road. It was raised and metalled throughout and there were ferries 
across the Baitarani, Kharsuan, Brahmani and Mahanadi rivers. 


The other provincial road was the Cuttack-Sambalpur road, 
passing up the Moahanadi valley through Athagarh and Anueul and 
bringing down the traffic of the Garhjatas,but only just over 2 miles 
(3 km.) of this road passed in the district. 


Tae principal District Board roads were: 


(1) the Cuttack -Chandbali road, 63 miles (l00 km.) long of which 
\7 miles (27 km.) were metalled which connected Cuttack with the 
important port of Chandbali. It passed along to Kendraparha canal 
to Kendraparha, and then struck north-east the Pattamundai; after 
this, crossing the Brahmani, it proceeded due north to Aul, and leaving 
that place continued its north-easterly course across the Kharsuan as 
far as Chandbali; (2) the Cuttack-Taladanda road,44 miles (70 km.) 
long of which 14 miles (22 km.) were metalled running along the 
southern bank of the Mahanadi and forming with the Taladanda 
canal, the principal route between Cuttack and False Point; (3) The 
Kandarpur-Machagan road, which took off from the last road at the 
[lth mile (18th km.} and reached Machhagan after completing a course 
of 32 miles (51 km.) more than half of which were metalled. Like 
the Cuttack-Taladanda road it was animportant trade route and 
carried heavy traffic in grain; (4) The Phulnakhara-Madhab road, 
25 miles (40 km.) long, which was carried along the border of the 
district from the 10th mile (16th km.) of the Puri road to Madhab 
ind then on to Puri; (5) The Cuttack-Sonapur road running up 
the valley of the Mahanadi through Banki into Sonapur ex-state. 


Besides these, there were a number of cross-roads connecting the 
main roads : and after the construction of the railway the District 
Board opened some feeder roads to connect the stations on the railway 
'o interiors of the district. 


Modes of Conveyance 


Before 1947, due to poor communication facilities in most parts 
of the district, life was restricted to the villages. Only on rare 
Occasions like visits to holy places, people used to travel from one 
village to another and that too in groups on foot generally taking 
thereby a longtime to complete their outward and inward journeys. 
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Sometimes bullock-carts were used by common people in the villages 
for moving from village to village. The rich people were, however, 
using palanquins, elephants and horses. Horse-drawn carriages were 
used by the rulers of princely states, high officials and famous pleaders 
in urban areas. Till recent past horse-drawn carriage and hand -pulled 
rickshaws Were« common sight in the urban area of Cuttack. 


During pre-Independence period, most of the roads of the district 
were in poor condition. They were unmetalled and unbridged and 
suitable only in fair-weather. Since the beginning of the five-year 
plans much attention has been given for construction of more and 
better roads with bridges and culverts and development of existing ones. 
By 1961, the district had the longest road mileage among the thirteen 
districts of the state. Every 100 sq. miles (259 sq. km.)in the district 
was served by about 110 km. of road when the state average was 
58km. The total road length of thedistrict was 4,584 km. comprising 
117km. of National Highways, 51 km. of State Highways, 863 km. of 
District Roads, 300 km. of roads maintained by different urban loca} 
bodies and 3,253 km. of important revenue roads. 


Since then the lengths of all categories of roads have further 
increased. The district at present is served by National Highways, 
State Highways, Major District Roads, Other District Roads and 
Classified Village Roads, apart from municipal, forest and village roads. 


The length of roads in kilometres according to category and 
surface classification inthe district is given below as onthe 3lst March, 


1992: 








Category of roads Surfaced Unsurfaced Total 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

National Highways 192°95 en 192'95 
Express Highway a 58°50 _ 58°50 
State Highways ns 237°60 _ 937-60 
Major District Roads .. 380°625 80°875 461°S0 
Other District Roads .. 388°00 87:00 475-00 
Classified Village Roads .. 236°50 366°60 603°10 
Total .. 1,494175 534°475 2,028°65 


———$——————— TT A, 
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National Highways 


The National Highways are considered as main lifeline of the nation 
which connect the State capitals with places of national importance. 
The National Highways are constructed and maintained bv the State 
Works Department from the funds provided by Government of India. 
These are generally black-topped and with a minimum width of 11°58 
metres. 


Three National Highways pass in the district. Details about the 
National Highways which pass through the district are given below: 


National Highway No.5 


The National Highway No.5 is the only direct road link between 
the northern and southern Orissa and as such, most important from 
commercial point of view In the state it links the district of Cuttack 
with Baleshwar in the north,and Ganjam in the south. It also directly 
links the state with the neighbouring states of West Bengal, Bihar 


and Andhra Pradesh. Most part of the old Orissa Trunk Road has 
been merged inthis road. The Nationai Highway No.5 touches Orissa 
near Jharpokharia in Mayurbhanj district and passing through towns 
like Baripada, Baleshwar and Bhadrak, it enters the district of Cuttack 
near Akhuapada. Then passing a total length of 85°75 kms this all- 
weather and black-topped road leaves at a point from which the 
distance of state capital, Bhubaneshwar is only 10°75 km. In the 
district, the road passes through Panikoili, Chandikhol, Chatia, Jagatpur, 
Cuttack and Phulnakhara. There are two inspection bungalows, one at 
Cuttack and another at Panikoili maintained by the Works Department 
by the side of this road. The major bridges on Kathjodi, Mahanadi, 
Birupa, Brahmani and Baitarani on thisroadin the district were all 
built after Independence. 


National Highway No. 5-A 


The National Highway No.5-A, previously a portion of the Daitart- 
Paradeep Expressway starts from the National Highway No.5 at 
Chandikhol and proceeds up to Paradeep. This all-weather and black- 
topped road, 77 km. in length, is entirely within the district. It passes 
through Balichandcapur and Marsaghai. The road was constructed 
during early sixties of this century in the most inaccessible part of 
the district as an Express Highway mainly to carry iron-ore from 
Daitari Mines to Paradeep port for shipment aboard. 
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National Highway No. 42 


The National Highway Nw.42, also known as the Cuttack-Sambalpur 
road connects Cuttack with the district of Sambalpur via Chaudwar 
and Dhenkanal. This road connects the National Highway No. 5 at 
Manguli Chhak near Chaudwar and passes for a distance of 29 km. 
in the district before leaving for Dhenkanal near Khuntuni, This is 
the only shortest communication link between Cuttack and Sambalpur. 


Express Highway 


As mentioned earlier an Express Highway to connect Daitari 
Mines with Paradeep was constructed in early sixties of this century. 
Presently the portion from Daitari Mines to Nationa! Highway No.5 at 
crossing near Chandikhol 58°59 km. in distance is known as the Express 
Highway. This all-weather and black-topped road passes through 
Tomka, 


State Highways 


The State Highways are the arterialroads of a state which connect 
with the National Highways, or Highways of neighbouring states, 
district headquarters and important cities within the state. These roads 
are maintained by the Works (R. & B.) Department and are in most 
cases bridged wherever needed. The minimum width of a State 
Highway is 9°76 metres. 


Four State Highways pass through the district. These are: State 
Highway No.1, State Highway No.9-A, State Highway No.1] and 
State Highway No.24. The total length of these four roads in the 


district is 23760 km.and the entire length is black-topped. A brief 
description of each of the State Highways is given below : 


State Highway No.1 


The Cuttack-Paradeep road is known as the State Highway No.1. 
It starts from the National Highway No.5 at Cuttack and passes 
through Biribati, Kandarpur, Sompur, Manpur, Raghunathpur, Jaipur, 
Tirtol. Rahama, Kujang before terminating at the Paradeep port. The 
total length of this all-weather and black-topped road is 82 kilometres. 
It is one of the busiest roads of the district. There are inspection 
bungalows at Manpur and Taladanda. 
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State Highway No.11 


The State Highway No.1I (Panikoili-Kendujhar Road) starts from 
the National Highway No.5 at Panikoili, passes through the industrial 
town Jajpur Road and reaches the border of Kendujhar district at a 
distance of 23°60 km. This is an important road as it connects the 
National Highway with Kendujhar, the headquarters of the district of 
the same name. This all-weather road is black-topped throughout. 


There is one rest shed at Dhabalgiri. 
State Highway No. 9-A 
The State Highway No.9-A is known as the Cuttack-Chandbalt 


road. [t starts from Jagatpur near Cuttack and passing through 
Jagatpur, Bahugram, Kendupatna, Nischintakoili, Salepur, Kendraparha, 
Pattamundat, Aul and Rajkanika, leaves for Chandabali of Baleshwar 
district near Taras after crossing the river Baitarani. The entire length 
of 99 km. of this road in the district is black-topped and 1s motorable 
throughort the year. This is one of the busiest roads of the 
district. On completion of the bridge over Baitarani, now under 


construction near Chandbali, this will directly link Baleshwar town. 


State Highway No. 24 


The State Highway No. 24, Chorcda-Sukinda-Bhuban roed starts 
from the State Highway No.11 at Chorada and touching the Express High- 
way near Bargadia passes through Sukinda before leaving for Bhuban of 
Dhenkanal district after a short distance from Damodarpur. There 1s 
one inspection bungalow at Sukinda. The length of this black-topped 


and all-weather road in the district is 33 km. 
Major District Roads 


Major District Roads usually connect important places of trade and 
commerce with railways, State Highways and National Highways. 


These roads are constructed and maintained by the State Government. 


There were 12 Major District Roads inthe district with a total length 
of 461:50 km. ason3lst March, 1992. Out of this, 380°625 km, are 


black-topped and the rest 80°875 km. are water-bound macadam 
and of unmetalled (earthen) surface.” 
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A brief note on each of the Major District Roads is given below : 
Major District Road No. 77 

The Major District Road No. 77 includes Cuttack-Gobindpur-Banki- 
Simor Road and Cuttack-Ganjam Road. The length of Cuttack-Gobind- 
pur-Banki-Simor Road which starts from Naraj is 46 km. in the district. 
The road passes through Gobindpur, Ramdaspur, Patharajpur and 
Banki and leaves for Puri district after Tulasipur. This all-weather road 
is black-topped all through. There are inspection bungalows at Gobind- 
pur, Patharajpur and Banki. 


From Gobindpur another all-weather road, also known as the Major 
District Road No. 77, proceeds towards the border of Puri district. The 
length of the road in the district is 5.50 km. Since British days it is called 
the Cuttack-Ganjam Road. 


Major District Road No. 18 


The Major District Road No. 18 starts from Raj Athagarh railway 
station and touching the National Highway No. 42 at Khuntuni, it 
passes through Athagarh, Tigiria and Badamba to reach Narasinghapur. 
The total length of the road is 84 km. of which 80 km. are black-topped, 
one kilometre water-bound macadam and 3 kilometres earthen. The 
road is motorable throughout the year. There are inspection bungalows 
at Athagarh, Abhimanpur and Narasinghapur and rest sheds at Tigiria 
and Balijhari. 

Major District Road No. 17 

The Major District Road No. 17 known also as the Tangi-Haripur 
Road starts from National Highway No. 5 at Tangi and leaves for Dhenka- 
nal district after some distance from Haripur. The total length of the 
road inthe district is20 km. out of which 19 km. are black-topped and 
one kilometre is water-bound macadain. 


Major District Road No. 18-A 


The Narasinghapur-Hindol Road is called the Major District Road 
No. 18-A. The road takes its route from Narasinghapur from the Major 
District Road No. 18 and proceeding for a length of 23 km. it leaves the 
district border for Hindol of Dhenkanal district. 4°50 km. of the road 
are black-topped surface, 450 km. water-bound macadam surface and 
the rest unmetalled. Jt is a fair-weather road. There is one rest shed at 
Nuagada. 


Major District Road No. 83 


The Kandarpur-Machhagan Road is knownas the Major District 
Road No. 83. This road starts from the State Highway No. 1 at Kandar- 
pur passing through Biridi, Anakhia, Jagatsinghapur, Balikuda, the road 
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ends at Machhagan. The length of this all-weather and black-topped 
road is 51 km. This is one of the busiest roads of the district. There is 
one inspection bungalow at Jagatsinghapur. 


Major District Road No. 84 

The Jagatsinghapur-Jeypur Road is known asthe Major District 
Road No. 84. This road starts from the Major District Road No. 83 at 
Jagatsinghapur and touches the State Highway No. | at Jeypur. The 
length of this all-weather and black-topped road is 14 km. This is the 
shortest route from Jagatsinghapur to Paradeep. 


Major District Road No. 62 


The Balibhanuri-Sikharghat Road is known asthe Major District Road 
No. 62. The road starts from the Major District Road No.3 after Bali- 
bhanuri and proceeds up to Sikharghat via Raibarai, Alanahat and 
Arakhakud. The length of the road is 18 km. out of which 14 km. are 
black-topped and the rest water-bound-macadam surface. It is motorable 
throughout the year. 


Major District Road No. 81 


The Paulnakhara-Niali-Madhab Road is known as the Major District 
Road No. 81. The road starts from the National Highway No. 5 at 
Phulnakhara and passes through Adaspur, Salei and Niali to reach Madhab. 
The length of this alleweather and black-topped road is 35 km. There 
is one inspection bungalow at Jagannathpur and another ct Niali. 


Major District Road No. 16 


The Major District Road No. 16 is known as the Pattamundai-Raj- 
nagar Road. This road starts from the State Highway No. 9A at Patta- 
mundai and proceeds upto Rajnagar via Indupur. The length of this 
fair-weather road is 18°50 km. out of which 3°50 km. are black-topped 
surface, 4 km. water-bound-macadam and 11 km. unmetalled surface. 


Major District Road No. 11 


The Major District Road No. 11 known as the Sathipur-Jajpur- 
Mangalpur-Kayangola Road starts from the National Highway No. 5 at 
Sathipur and proceeds via Jajpur, Dasarathpur, Mangalpur to reach the 
district border at Kayangola. With the completion of this bridge at 
Koyangola over the river Baitarani, this will serve as the shortest 
route from Cuttack side to the Saiva pitha Akhandalamani in Baleshwar 
district on the other side of the river. 


The length of this road is 42°50 km. This road is black-topped for 
a length of 36°80 km. and it is motorable throughout the year. 
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Major District Road No. 13 


The Major District Road No. 13 known as the Jajpur-Binjharpur- 
Rajkanika Road starts from Jajpur and proceeds up to Binjharpur for a 
length of 15 km. Again from Singhpur the road connects Rajkanika for 
a length of 19 km. The road is partly black-topped and partly water- 
bound-macadam surface. Another road which starts after Binjharpur 
from the above-mentioned road proceeds up to Madhapur for a length of 
8km. Most portion of the road which comes under the Major District 
Road No. 13 is of water-bound-macadam surface, 


Major District Road No. 14 


The Major District Road No. 14 also known as the Kuakhia-Baruan- 
Kalamatia Road starts from the National Highway No. 5 at Kuakhia 
and proceeds up to Kalamatia via Baruan, Neulpur and Bari for a length 
of 33 km. Another8km. long road from Baruan known also as the Major 
District Road No. 14 proceeds up to Jajpur. The Kuakhia-Baruan- 
Kalamatia Road is all-weather whereas the Baruan-Jajpur Road is fair - 
weather. Four kilometres of the last named road is black-topped. There 
are inspection bungalows at Jajpur and Baruan and rest shed at Jajpur. 


A third road which starts from the State Highway No. 9-A at 
Kendraparha and proceeds for a length of 12 km. up to Indupur is known 
as the Major District Road No. 14. This is an all-weather and black-topped 
road. Indupur is connected with Kalamatia by a road of the other 
District Road category. 


Another road of the Major District Road category, the Kania-Borikina- 
Paladhuabandha Road of 9 km. in length starts from the Major District 
Road No. 83 at Kania and proceeds up to Paladhuabandha via Borikina. 
This is an all-weather road of which 7 km. are black-topped. 


Other District Roads 


There are 60 Other District Roads (O. D. R. ) in the district. which 
are of the same type as the Major District Roads except that they are 
subject to more interruptions to traffic during rainy season. Total length 
of these roads in the district is 475 km. Details about the Other District 
Roads with their length in kilometres are given in Appendix I. 


Classified Village Roads 


There are 60310 km. of the Classified Village Roads (C. V. R.) 
maintained by the Works Department in the district. These are 
generally unmetalled approach roads connecting main roads with 
villages. Their details as on 31st March, 1992 are" given in Appendix ITI. 
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Manicipal /Notified Area Council Roads 


The Municipalities and Notified Area Councils maintained 898 km. 
of roads during the year 1989-90. Out of the total length, 469°61 km. 
were surfaced. The details are given below : 








Name of the Municipality/ Pucca Katcha Total length 
Notified Area Council in km, in km. ofroadsin km. 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Chaudwar Municipality 34°23 45°04 78°27 
Paradeep N. A. C. a 1°00 1:00 
Jajpur Road N. A. C. 18°00 25°00 43°00 
Cuttack Municipality 256°00 65°00 321°00 
Kendraparha Municipality 90°00 42°00 132°00 
Jaipur Municipality 13°25 38°75 52°00 
Athagarh N. A. C. 0°05 0°08 0°13 
Banki N. A. C. 95°05 27°00 122'05 
Jagatsinghapur N. A.C. 12°05 32°05 45°00 
Pattamundai N. A. C. - 253°00 253'00 


Besides the above local bodies, the Cuttack (R. & B.) Circle of 
Works Department also maintains 69°55 km. of roads in the city of 
Cuttack. 


Embankment Roads 


The canal embankments are also used by the people for the 
purpose of communication and are known as embankment roads. 
There are 135°10 km. of embankment roads under the Kendraparha 
Roads and Buildings Division. The important embankment roads in 
the district are Jambu-Marshaghai Road, Haladiagarh-Patakura Road 
and Pattamundai-Rajnagar Road. The lengthofthe Jambu-Marshaghai 
Road is 25km., Haladiagarh-Patkura Roadis11km. and Pattamundai- 
Rajnagar Road are 25 km. and 20 km. respectively. Al the three 
roads are black-topped. 


The implementation of the project ‘Improvement to Cuttack City 
Protective Embankment along Mahanadi Right and Kathjodi Left 
upto National Highway No. 5 including development of Ring-Road” 
was immensely felt after the flood of 1980. During the above flood 
in September 1980, water discharge of 12,27,279 cusecs was recorded at 
Naraj, the undivided point of river Mahanadi. Both the protective 
embankments of Kathjodi and Mahanadi were subject to profuse 
sepage and afree board of 0°7 metre to 1 (one) metre was left for over- 
flow. The city, which was protected by dry rubble revetment centuries 
back, was threatened for destruction as the revetment on Kathjodi 
became too old and unstable. Some improvements were conducted 
between 1947 to 1980 at Khannagar and other areas, but this did not 
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prove to be sufficient to withstand the maximum water discharge of 15 
lakh cusecs in the flood of 1982, So it was felt necessary for strengthening 
the capital protective embankment immediately and at the sametime to 
provide a ring-rcad around the Cuttack City in order to lessen the 
intensity of traffic. The ring-road has been widened towards the inside of 
the river with protective measures such as pile driving and dumping 
armcur stones. Stone packing has been made all along the embankments. 


The construction work was started in the year 1983 and 
was completed in 1990 with a ccst of Rs. 165 crores. The 
total length ofthe ring-rcad is 16,7 kilometres; the Mahanadi Right 
Embankment from Naticnal Highway No. 5 to Chahata Ghat being 
8'4 km. andthe Kathjodi Left Embankmcnt from National Highway 
No. 5 to Chahata Ghat being 83 km. The whole road is black-topped 
with two-way traffic-lane and the breadth of the road is 6°7 metres each. 
The ring-road is prcvided with fluorescent light on tall iron posts which 
provides a beautiful picture to the lane. 


Forest Roads 

The total length of forest roads in the district is 230°65 km. out 
of which 211°39 km. are non-surfaced motorable road, 18°45 km. 
non-motorable road and 0°81 km. black-topped surface road. These 
roads are constructed mainly to help the people in utilising the forest 
resources of the district. Out of the total forest roads, 178°6 km. 
exist under the Athagarh Forest Division. Some of these roads are 
Sermunda-Guptamanik Road (24 km), Baghuapal-Balikiary Road 
(17°6 km.), Chhanchunia-Soruan Road (11.5 km.), Raj Athagarh-Oranda 
Road (14°4 km.), Oranda-Gurudijhatia Road (12°8 km.), Dalijora Reserve 
Road (19°2 km.) and Mangarajpur-Kusunpur Road (11'2 km.). 
Panchayat Samiti Roads 

The Panchayat Samitis and Gram Panchayats of the district also 
maintain roads which are generally fair-weather roads with grants-in-aid 
received from the Rural Development Department of the State Govern- 
ment. 

The total length of roads maintained by the Panchayat Samitis 
and Gram Panchayats of the district were 3,392°20 km. and 9,699 km. 
as in 1989-90. 


Vehicles and Conveyances 


Bullock-carts, the age-old means of transport, are still used by 
people in the villages. People in towns sometime also transport food 
grains, building materials and other goods in these two-wheelers. The 
old ceremonial palki and sabari carried by men are rarely seen except 
in ceremonial occasions like marriages in rural areas. Cycles and Cycle- 
rickshaws both for carrying passengers and goods are common both in 
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urban and rural! areas ot the district. 
system, motor vehicles are plying to the remotest parts of the district 


nowadays. 


423 


Due to development of road 


The following statement shows the number of registered cycles, 
cycle-rickshaws and bullock-carts in urban areas of the district during 


the year 1990-9], 


i cr 2 


Municipality / Notified Area 
Council 


(1) 


nn in nr ee 


Cuttack Municipality 


Chaudwar Municipality 
Kendraparha Municipality 
Jajpur Municipality 
Paradeep N. A. C. 
Athagarh N. A, C, 
Banki N. A. C. 
Jagatsinghapur N. A. C. 
Jajpur Road N. A. C. 
Pattamundai N. A. C. 


Te 


pone eee AL. eran 
Cycl Cycle- Bullock- 
rickshaw carts 
(2) (3) (4) 

40,167 7,24) 155 

2,600 
(Man-pulled 

trolley) 

11,500 326 88 
6,600 129 5 
2,393 363 14 
2,189 700 or 
2,760 60 44 
1,480 40 a) 
1,500 122 40 
2,000 347 3 
1,050 30 2 











Number of registered 














Number of other vehicles like motor-cycles, scooters, trucks, taxis, 
cars, jeeps, buses and auto-rickshaws registered in the district during the 
year ending 31st December, 1990 was as follows : 


Name of motor vehicles 


(1) 


Motor cycle, scooter and moped. . 


Truck 

Taxi 

Bus 

Car 

Jeep 

Auto-rickshaw 

Other Motor Vehicles 


Total 


Number of registered motor 


vehicles 
(2) 


8,243 
478 
64 

37 
212 
96 
101 
192 


9,483 


rr SE OO 
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Road Accidents 


The total number of road accidents which occurred in this district 
during the year 1990 was 345. 


Public Transport 


Presently transport plays a vital role in the economic development 
activities of the state. In the state the administration of Motor Vehicle 
Act, 1939, the Orissa Motor Vehicles (Taxation of Passengers) Act, 
1969, the Orissa Motor Vehicles Taxation Act, 1988 and Rules framed 
thereunder, collection of taxes on motor vehicles and passengers, 
development of road and rail transport and matters relating to civil 
aviation are undss the purview of the Transport Department of the 
State Government. 


State Transport Authority 


The State Transport Authority (S.T. A.) has been reconstituted 
on the 6th June, 1990 under section 68 of the Motor Vehicles Act, 
1988 under the chairmanship of the Transport Commissioner and 
consists of 3 other official and non-official members. 


The Transport Commissioner-cum-Chairman, State Transport 
Authority, Orissa is the controlling authority in respect of staff 
sanctioned for the headquarters as well as for the Regional Transport 
Officers, Additional Regional Transport Officers and the Motor Vehicle 
Inspectors in the field. He exercises general control over various 
functions as envisaged in different Acts and Rules and monitors the 
collection of Motor Vehicle taxes, fees, fines, etc. of the state. 


The State Transport Authority issues the inter-state and inter- 
district route permits. As per the provisions of law laid down in the 
Motor Vehicles Act, 1988, the State Transport Authority, Orissa has 
entered into reciprocal transport agreements with the neighbouring 
states of Andhra Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, West Bengal and Bihar. 


Regional Transport Authorify 


The Regional Transport Authcrity is constituted under section 68 
of the Motor Vehicles Act, 1988 under the chairmanship of Collector 
and District Magistrate. There are two Regional Transport Officers 
stationed at Cuttack and Chandikhol. The Regional Transport Officer, 
Cuttack is functioning as the Member-Secretary whereas the Regional 
Transport Officer, Chandikhol acts as the Additional Member-Secretary 
of the Regional Transport Authority. 
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Besides other non-official members, the Superintendent of Police 
and Executive Engineers (R. & B.) are the officiai members of the Authority. 


The main functions of the Regional Transport Authority is to 
implement provisions of Motor Vehicle Act and Rules at the regional 
level and to collect different taxes and fess levied under the Act and 
the Rules thereunder as may be tmposed by the Government from 
time to time. The Regional Transport Authority issues permits 
(inter-district) for routes situated within its jurisdiction. 


Qrissa State Road Transport Corporation 


Orissa Road Transport Company was established under the Compaay 
Act with effect from Ist January, 1951 with its headquarters at Brahmapur 
(Ganjam district), Initially the company commenced its operation 
in the districts of Ganjam and Kandhamal but gradually its activities ex- 
tended to other districts including a part of Cuttack. Apart from private 
operators, Cuttack district was mainly served by the State Tianspoct 
Undertaking directly under the Tiansport Department, till the Orissa 
Road Transport Corporation was set up with effect from Ist May, 
1974 under the Road Transport Aci, 1950 (Central Act 64 of 1950). 


The management of the undertaking is vested in a Board of 
Directors. The Managing Director is the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Corporation. He is assisted by one Chief Accounts Officer, The 
Managing Director and the Accounts Officer are appointed by the 
State Government. 


Cuttack zone of the Orissa State Road Transport Corporation 
is under the administrative control of one Distiict Transport Manager. 
He is assisted by five Assistant Transport Managers, three of whom 
are functioning inthe zonecffice at Cuttack and the other two aic 
in charge of Kendraparha and Narasinghapur units. Another one 
of the Assistant Transport Manager, whose headquarters js at 
Cuttack, is in charge of the enforcement. 


One Senior Station-Master has been posted in the Cuttack units. 
He is assisted by one Station-Master and two Assistant Station-Masters. 
Eacb of the Kendraparha and Narasinghapur units is looked after by 
one Senicr Station-Master who is assisted by «ne Station-Mastur and three 
Assistant Station-Masters. A portion of the Cuttack district comes under 
Assistant Transport Manager, Jajpur Road. He woiks under District 
Transport Manager, Kendujhar. One Senior Station- Master, one Station 
Master and three Assistant Station- Masters assist him. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


426 CUTTACK 


Intra-district, inter-district and inter-state buses ply under the 
Orissa State Transport Corporation which maintain about 120 vehicles 
in the district. The private sector operates nearly 700 vehicles. The 
corporation plies buses under the Cuttack unit for a distance of nearly 
13,000 km. pe: day. Waiting-halls and toilets for the benefit of 
passengers have been provided at Cuttack in the district. It has also 
introduced sleeper services on the routes, viz., Sambalpur-Cuttack, 
Baripada-Bhubaneshwar and Sambalpur-Bhubaneshwar, besides luxury 
and deluxe services for the comfort of the passengers. 


Since both the State Transport undertakings went on incurring losses 
with effect from 1974-75 and all the measures taken to improve the position 
proved to be futile, a Banners scheme was introduced on October 1983 to 
check clandestine operation of private passenger vehicles. As per the 
scheme the private stage carriages were taken on hire to be operated under 
the Banner of the Orissa State Road Transport Corporation. But this 
scheme proved to be a failure and it was withdrawn on 30th June, 1985. 
Before its withdrawal a successful modified Banner scheme was introduced 
from 1ith June, 1985. Inthe modified scheme, the bus owners appro-~ 
priated the sale proceeds but had to pay the service charges to the Orissa 
State Transport Corporation. The scheme was declared illegal by the 
High Court of Orissa since the 10th April, 1989 and it is no longer in 
operation. 


Almost all the district headquarters of the State are connected with 
bus services from Cuttack. Inter-state bus services with four neighbour- 
ing states inareciprocal basis also ply through the district by the meats 
Transport Corporation and private operators. 


Buses operated by private partics 


Apartfrom the buses run by the Orissa State Road Transport 
Corporation, about 700 buses owned by private parties also ply ‘in the 
district. These buses ply along with corporation buses. A list of bus routes 
(both private and public) within the district with their length in kilometres 
is givin in Appendix IV. Besides,a large number of trekkers carry 
passengers a6 contract carriages throughout the district. 


Motor Vehicle Taxes and Fees 


The Orissa Motor Vehicle Taxation Act, 1975 came into force 
with effect trom Ist October, 1975. The motor vehicle revenue consists 
of motor vehicle tax, additional motor vehicle tax (introduced with 
effect from 10th October, 1985), penalty for non-payment of tax, driving 
licence fee, conductor’s licence fee, registration fee, fitness and inspection 
fee. permit fee, compounding offences fee and miscellaneous fees. 
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Collection of motor vehicie revenue for the last 4 years (ending 
1990-91) in the district is given below: 
(Rs. in crores } 


. EE eee nc 





Year Motor Vehicle Fees Total 
Tax/Additional 
Tax, ete. 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
1987-88 a 26°99 761 34:60 
1988-89 aK 30°35 7°68 38°03 
1989-90 ee 38°89 501 43 90 


1990-91 = 39°32 13°18 52°50 


With effect from Ist April, 1992 the State has introduced collection 
of toll at the rate of Rs. 100/- from goods carriages of other states ct 
the time of entry into the state. Goods carriages of other states are 
required to pay toll only once for more than one entry on the same 
Cakndar day. 


RAILWAYS 
Howrah— Madras 


To connect Madras with Howrah, a broad-gauge rail line was 
proposed to passthrough the coastal districts of Baleshwar, Cuttack and 
Puri of the then Orissa Division; and Ganjam district of the then Madras 
Presidencv during eighties of the last century. Construction of this line 
was taken up almost simultaneously from Kharagpur in Howrah side by 
the Bengal-Nagpur Railway and Vijayawada in Madras side by the East 
Coast Railway. Therailline from Kharagpur to Cuttack was opened for 
goods as well as passenger traffic on the Ist January, 1899. Bya contract 
dated 23rd January, 1902 the rail line from Vijaynagaram to Cuttack and 
Puri Branch, known asthe Northern Section of the East Coast Railway, 
merged with the Bengal-Nagpur Railway. 


Some of finest engineering work on this line is to be seen near 
Cuttack. To the north of the town, a great bridge has been built over 
theriver Mahanadi of girders laid on 64 massonry piers 100° each, while 
tothe south, wheretheiron road has beencatried over the wide-stretches 
ofsand and water extending between this station and Barang one of the 
most difficult piece of riverine engineering to be seen anywhere in India, 
The Mahanadi bridge was completed within a record period of 14 months, 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


428 CUTTACK 


After nationalisation of the railways, a part of the rail-link of the 
Howrah-Madras line up to Vizagapattam forms a part of the South 
Eastern Railway. This line enters the district after some distance from 
Manjuri Road railway station of Baleshwar district from Howrah side 
and passes for more than 100 km. to leave the district after Barang. 
There are thirteen stations and four passenger halts on this line. The 
stations are Baitarani Road, Jajpur-Kendujhar Road, Jakhapura, Jenapur, 
Haridaspur, Dhanmandal, Bairi, Kapilas Road, Nirgundi, Kendraparha 
Road, Cuttack, Gopalpur-Balikuda and Barang whereas the passenger 
halts are Korei, New Gadamadhupur and Bari-Thengarh Kathjcdi. 


It has double-line facilities up to Kapilas Road from Howrah 
side and from Barang onwards. From Kapilas Road station, the new 
line of the doubling project has been diverted to connect Salagan on 
the Nirgundi-Talcher (Anugul ) branch line. After some distance on 
this branch line from Machhuapur (near Raj Athagarh ) this line has 
again been diverted to connect the main Howrah-Madras line at 
Barang via Naraj, Ghantikal-Nidhipur and Radhakishorepur. From 
Radhakishorepur a line also connects the Raj Athagarh Station onthe 
branch Nirgundi-Talcher (Anugul )line. The line from Kapilas Road to 
Barang via Naraj, about 37 km.in length, was opened to traffic 
in between November 1966 to January (968. At Naraj a bridge has 
been constructed on the Mahanadi for this line. 


This line, instead of following the old main Howrah-Madras link 
from Kapilas Road to Barang, was diverted via Naraj to avoid 
construction of four major bridges on the river Birupa, Mahanadi, 
Kathjodi and Kuakhai and thereby minimise the cost of construc- 
tion. 


Nirgundi—Talchey (Anugul) line 


A branch line Starting from Nirgundi, a station on the main 
Howrah-Madras line, runs up to Talcher (Anugul) in Dhenkanal 
district through Cuttack Sadar and Athagarh subdivisions. Work is 
in progress for extension of the line up to Sambalpur. The length 
of this broad-gauge line in the district is about 35 km. The line 
constructed mainly to carry coal from the Talcher mines was opened 
to both passenger and goods traffic on 20th January, 1927. Moreover, 
before Cuttack was connected by all-weather road with Sambalpur, 
passengers to and from western Orissa were depending mainly on this 
railway line. The Stations within the district are Salagan, Chari- 
batia, Gurudijhatia and Raj Athagarh. There is also a passenger halt 
at Badapadagan. 
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Cuttack-Paradeep line 


From Cuttack Railway Station, a branch line of 84°31 km. in 
length, runs up to the major port at Paradeep. This isa broad- 
gauge single line and was opened to traffic on 8th July, 1973. It has 
five stations between Cuttack and Paradeep, namely Kandarpur, Bada- 
khandeita, Gorakhanath and Patpur and 3 passenger halts, viz., Raghu- 
nathpur, Jhankad-Sarala Road and Kujang--Erasama Road. 


Jakhapura-Daitari line 


A branch line starts from Jakhapura onthe main Howrah-Madras 
line and proceeds upto Daitari, a total length of 33 km. This 
is a portion of the proposed Jakhapura-Bansapani rail-link. The 
line, which has two stations, namely Sukinda Road and Tomka in 
between Jakhapura and Daitari, was opened on March, 1991. The 
line has been constructed mainly to carry minerals to Paradeep port. 


Passenger Traffic 


On the main Howrah-Madras line, besides up and down mails, 
a number of express and passenger trains run daily/bi-weekly,tri- 
weekly/weekly through different stations of the district. On the branch 
lines of Nirgundi-Talcher and Cuttack-Paradeep also passenger trains 
run daily. 


The statement given below indicates number of passengers who 
travelled outwards with money collected from them as fare during the 
year 1982 in some of the important stations of the district. 


a a eS a a ee nS 


Name of the station Outward passengers 
c-— st 
Number Amount 
collected in 
rupees 





a ype pent fi A 


Cuttack - 14,21,634 1,78,98,076 
Jajpur-Kendujhar Road ie 2,57,036 22,03,290 
Paradeep - 1,861 11,732 
Dhanmandal 4 81,688 5,56,814 
Charibatia os 55,404 98,099 


yyy ere 
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Rail Road Competition 


Due to development of road system, introduction of improved 
and better type of motor vehicles and easy availability of swifter 
motor transport at regular intervals even in remote parts of the 
district, passengers now prefer to travel by buses for short and not- 
too-long distances. The railways still enjoy monopoly for long-distance 
passengers. Nowadays heavy public carriers have been introduced 
which share a large volume of goods traffic with railway. However, 
for transport of heavy machinery, bulky articles, minerals in huge 
quantity required for different industries and also for long distance 
haulage, railway transport is preferred. Inspite of the above picture 
the impact of competition is very negligible due to abnormal increase of 
both goods and passenger traffic. The two systems of transport even 
today continue to be complementary rather than competitive. 


Train Accidents 


During the decade ending 1991 no railway accident in the district 
has been reported except a few train derailments of minor nature 
with no human casuality. 


WATER WAYS 


As early as the 17th century, Cuttack wasreached by the circvitous 
route from the Dhamra river via Pattamundal, upto which placesloops 
and boats were able to come with Government and other stores;and 
Harispurgarh atthe mouth of the Patua appeared to have been a place 
of resort for coasting vessels. In 1633, when English advanced from 
Masulipatam to Orissa they landed here. Soon after British occupation 
of Orissa, attempts were made to improve and extend the commulDications 
by sea. In 1811, a Master-Attendant was appointed at Manikapatna 
in Puri district and a Deputy Master-Attendant was posted at Dhamra. 
The light-house at False Point was commenced eight years later, and 
the first light litin 1826. The advantages of False Point as a harbour 
and port was not discovered, however, till a much later date. 
During the first half of the 19th century this anchorage was little 
known and almost unused. A traveller landing at False Point found 
himself far from Cuttack. Its isolated and jungly situation and the long 
tedious boat-route inland,through dense forests and across malarious 
swamps, rendered it impracticable for goods or passenger traffic. 


After a careful investigation Colonel Rundall discovered the capabili- 
ties of the harbour at False Point. The history of the great famine of 1866 
proved him to be right. In that year food grains were supplied to the 
province mainly through this harbour. The Famine Commission 
strongly reported that it was the best harbour on the whole Indian Penin- 
sula between Hooghly and Bombay. After that the harbour was resur- 
veyed and deepened, the channels were clearly buoyed off, and it was 
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connected with Cuttack, by means of a canal. But in course of time it 
was found impossible to prevent the silting up of the harbour, and the 
port was abandoned in 1924, 


At first sight tt would appear that the great rivers, which issue from 
the western hills, then pour into the sea after traversing the district, should 
afford a magnificient waterway. The anicuts constructed across them 
have, however, cut off direct communication between lower and upper 
reiches. During rains they become dangerous for navigation owing to 
high flood they bring down, and during the rest of the year the current 
is sluggish and the volume of water small. Even in the longest of these 
rivers, Mahanadi, numerous sand-banks obstruct the channel. Before 
improvement of road communication when the waterway was in use 
boatmen were frequently obliged to dig out channels to allow thetr craft 
to pass. In those days, there was uninterrupted communication from 
above the anicut as far as Sambalpur. There was also some traffic on the 
upper waters of the Brahmant, but the jagged rocks which in places stood 
inthe stream rendered it dangerous for larger boats. Both these rivers, 
and Baitarant almost dry up during the hot weather in their upper reaches. 


However, traffic diminished gradually after opening up rail and road 
communications. * 

Till recently some amount of traffic was also carried on over the 
Kendraparha-Marshaghai canal and the Taladanda canal. These waier- 
ways are no more in use as boats ceased operating with the introduction 
of swift motor carriers. Cuttack-Chaudwar water route was open to 
traffic throughout the year when motor launches and country boats used 
to carry passengers and goods to the other side of the Mahanadi. But 
with the opening of the all-weather road over the Mahanad? after 
construction of the barrage at Jobra in the year 1990 the traffic has also 
considerably diverted. The district has a long sea-coast and a major 
nort at Paradeep has been established mainly for cargo transport on sea. 


Boats 

The Government have 54 power boats in the district. These boats 
are placed at the disposal of the Sub-Collectors of Cuttack Sadar (2), 
Keadraparha (32), Jajpur (15) and Jagatsinghapur (5) and are kept at 
vulne-able points for the purpose of flood relief operations. These 
are notused in ferry ghats for daily passenger services. About 500 
country boats are requisitioned locally on hire for reserve and relief 
operation in floods. 
Ferry 

There are quite a good number of ferries in the district. They mainly 
‘ransport a few persons and light vehicles only from one bank to the other 
bank of a river. Mechanised ferries with facilities to ferry across heavy 
vehicles like truck, buses, etc. are altogether absent. A list of ferry 
services operating in the district is given in Appendix V. 


* L.S.S. 0. Malley, Bihar and Orissa District Gazetteers, Cuttack, 1933. 
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Bridges . 


Before Independence, most of the roads in the district were unbri- 
dged. This created enormous difficulties in the development of road 
transport. After implementation of five year plans most of the rivers 
and nallahs have been bridged to make all the important roads in the 
district all-weather. The statement given below highlights about some 
of the major bridges of the district. 





Name of the Bridge Location Amount No. of span andlength Total length 

spent of the bridges 

{in lakhs) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
Kathjodi bridge N. H’ 5 45°89 17 spans of 160’ each 2,828” 
2 spans of 54’each 

Brahmani bridge N. H. 5 38°467 16 spans of 136'6’ 2,184’ 
Taladanda bridge N. H, 5 3°65 a $00 metres 
Kharasuan bridge N. H. 5 42°90 ll gpans of 136’ 1,501°6” 
Mahanadi bridge Ni Fle 3 192°60 45 spans of 162’ 7,592’ 


2 spans of 5])’ 


Birupa bridge N. H. 5 38°467 15 spans of 107711’ 1,733° 


11 spans of 79’ 


Birupa bridge N.H. 5-A ., 5 spans of 158’ 872/19" 


2 spans of 41’ 


Luna bridge N.H. 5-A ais 15 spans of 158’ 1,703’ 


2 spans of 63’ 


Mahanadi bridge N. H. 5S-A ., 15 spans of 158’ 3.065" 
4 spans of 142’8” 
2 spans of 64’ 


Um ee 
( Contd, ) 
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Name of the bridge Location 


(1) (2) 





See eee —_— 
—— — —— 


spent 
(Rs. in lakhs) 


433 





Amount No. of span and 


Total length 
length 


of the bridge 


(3) (+) (5) 





Kula Creek bridge N. H.5-A 


Gobari Canal bridge N.H. 5-A 


Pattamundai Canal N,H. 5-A 
bridge 

Construction of H.L. 1i2km. of 
bridge over river NH. 5-A 
Badagenguti on 


Krushnadaspur-Uda- 
yagiri-Ratnagiri roads 


Construction of H.L. 4 km. of 
bridge over river Tirtol-Kolar 
Mahanadi on Tirtol- road 

Kolar road 


Construction of sub- Near Sarpe- 


mersible bridge over swar temple 
tiver Sapua on Megha- 
Katikiasahi road 


Construction of H. L. Near 
bridge over river Luna Pubansa 
at Pubansa on Katikata- 

Jeypur Road 


Construction of H.L. Near Patra- 1,81,98,100 


bridge over river Bra- 
hmani at Patrapurghat 
on Cuttack-Chandbali 
road 


purghat 


Construction of bridge 35km. on 


Over river Sapua Cuttack- 
nallah on old Cuttack- Sambalpur 
Sambalpur Road road 





ow at et 


1,55,94,000 


2,42,69,700 


se ae —_- OO rr, 


3 spans of 107’8” 
2 spans of 63’7” 
2 spans of 58’ 


55316” 


2 spans of 75’ 
1 span of 76’8’ 
2 spans of 110’ 


3 spans of 61’9” each 
2 spans of 61” each 
2 spans of 21’ each 


1,31,46,500 7 spans of 40.650 metres 
each 


28 5’ 


li spans of 30 metres each 330 metres 


36,93,904 5 spans of 43’4%” each 220° 


7 main spans of 40°668 metres 345°65 
each and 2 Nos. of shore metres 
span of 30.491 metres each 


2 main spans of 365’ each and 1.120’ 
2 Nos. of shore span of 195! 


each 


54 
metres 


30,70,700 5 spans of 10 metres each 





(Coneld.) 
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Ports 

As stated earliet a port at Paradeep on the Bay of Bengal was started 
by the Government of Orissa in the year 1962 and was handed over to 
the Government of India with effect from Ist June, 1965. It was declared 
as a major port on 18th April, 1966. It is a deep-water all-weather port. 


This port is situated at latitude 20° 15’ 56” N., longitude 86° 40°34" E., 
i.c., roughly 210 nautical miles south of Calcutta and 260 nautical miles 
north of Visakhapatnam. It is about 96 kilometres east of Cuttack, 
Bhubaneshwar, the capital of the state, and the nearest air port is about 
120 km. from the port. It is well served by rails, roads and inland 
waterways. 


The port is administered by a Board of Trustees consisting of the 
Chairman, the Deputy Chairman and eleven members representing the 
Government of India, Government of Orissa, Customs, Indian Railways, 
Indian Navy, M. M. T. C. of India, Indian National Ship Owners’ 
Association, Orissa Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Utkal Chamber 
of Commerce and two members representing the labour employed in 
the port. 


There is one artificial lagoon type harbour having two north and 
south arms projecting from low, sandy coast, about 588 m. and 1,217 m. 
respectively. An approach channel of length 1,850 m. cnd width 190 in. 
at (—)12°25m. depth followed by an entrance channel of length 800 m. 
and width 160m. at(-—) 11°75m. depth connects open sea to the lagoon 
of 520m. diameter to entertain vessels of 39’ draft, 850’ L. O. A. The 
berthing facilitiesin the form of wharfs, jetties stream mooring are 
provided inside the harbour. 


fron-ore Berth 


The mechanised wharf of the port was opened to traffic in the year 
1966. The total length of the wharf is 320°5 m. with the capacity to accept 
vessels of 60,000 to 80,000 DWT with L.O.A. 850’ and draft 39’. The 
rated capacity of iron-ore handling plant is 2,500 tonnes per hour with 
annual capacity of 3°5 million tonnes of iron-ore. 


Cargo Berth 


This is a multi-purpose berth used generally by the vessels loading 


general cargo, sugar, food-grains, pig-iron, coal, frozen shrimps, etc. 


The transit shed is designed on modern lines. The column spacing has 
been kept wide enough to allow the use of mobile cranes, fork-lifts and 
other cargo-handling equipments. The transit shed is served with rail 
lines in the front as well as in the rear. Construction of first, second 
and third general cargo berths have been completed. 
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Facilities are available for warehousing and pre-shipment storage 
of cargoes and for open storage of iron-ore, chrome-ore, coal, pig-iron 
and other cargoes. All the facilities are served by rails or road 


connections. 


The port owns its own railway which is connected to the broad gauge 
main lines of the South-Eastern Railway at inter-change railway yard 
at Atharbanki. The railway runs for 8 km. between the main line and 
the cargo berths. It serves the cargo berths and various stock yards. 


The details of inward and outward traffic handled by the port during 
1985-86 to 1989-90 are furnished below: 


(Figures in lakh metres) 





Traffic 1985-86 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Inward es 18°11 21°71 24°57 20°61 26°96 
Outward - 619 10°71 15°37 17°22 16°48 
Total - 24°30 32°42 39°94 =. 37°83 43°44 


ee 


It is seen from the above table that the port handled a total rail borne 
traffic of 43°44 lakh metres during the year 1989-90 as compared to 
37°83 lakh metres handled inthe year 1988-89 and 39°94 lakh metres 
handled in 1987-88. 


Periodical survey including current and air observation were done 
during the year 1989-90. The maintenance dredging in the port was 
carried out by the M/s. Dredging Corporation of India Ltd. The D.C.I. 
Dredge-IX was deployed during the year 1989-90 and quantity dredged 
was 10,68,288 cum. 


AIR WAYS AND AERODROME 


There is only one aerodrome at Charibatia which is controlled by 
the Defence Department, Government of India. There is also one 
helipad at village Baluanga near Kujang in the district. 
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TRAVEL AND TOURIST FACILITIES 


The district has a number of places of tourist attractions. It preserves 
a host of ancient monuments of different faiths testifying to its glorious 
past. Ancient structures of Cuttack city like the towering gateway of 
Barabati fort and the portions still preserved of the stone revetment of 
Kathjodi river leave an indelible nostalgia of the golden days of Hindu 
monarchy. The huge Barabati Stadium and the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Indoor Stadium of the city stand out in sharp contrast to the ancient 
monuments, 


Jajpur, the pilgrim centre, is picturesquely situated onthe bank of the 
river Baitarani. The place is also known as the Navigaya Kshetra of 
Puranic fame. The place is called Viraja Kshetra for Goddess Viraja. 
The shrines of Saptamatruka and Swetabaraha are also situated here. 
The Dasaswamedhaghat of Jajpur is a great sanctified spot for Hindus. 


The other places of tourist importance are Ratnagiri, Lalitgiri and 
Udayagiri, the hills comprising a most remarkable Buddhist complex. 
Dhabaleshwar, another place of pilgrimage is small but a beavtifu! 
island inthe Mahanadi. The temple of Lord Dhabaleshwar is situated 
on a hillock in this island. Mention may be made of the other two places 
of pilgrimage, viz., Jhankad and Banki. Jhankad isfamous for Goddess 
Sarala whereas the Shrine of Goddess Charchika is situated at Banki. 
Besides, places like Bhatarika, Chandikhol-Mahabinayaka. 
Anshupa lake, Naraj, Bhitarakanika, Madhab and Asokajhar (situated 
amidst lush green forest of Mahagir) are beautiful picnic spots and 
tourist attractions. Bhitarakanika is one of the best sanctuaries in India 


which provide ideal habitat for reptiles including endangered crocodiles. 
sea-turtles and water monitor lizards. 


For accommodation in Cuttack city, apart from the circuit house 
and inspection bungalow managed by the State Government and railway 
retiring rooms, there are a number of good hotels both for lodging and 
boarding purposes. These hotels are: Hotel Akbari, Hote! Cries. 
Hotel Lords, Hotel Ashoka, Hotel Sagar, Hotel Anand, City Palace 
Resort, Hotel Monalisa, Hotel Niladri, Hotel Veena, Hotel Ambika 
Bombay Hotel, Hotel Rcxi, Hotel Adarsh and Asian Hotel. There - 
also a Panthanivas inthe city managed by the State Tourist Develop- 
ment Corporation, At Jajpur there is one Panthasala (64 beds) 
of the Tourist Development Corporation and two inspection bungalows 
of the State Government. The Panthasala at Pathai pur serves the 
Ratnagiri-Lalitgiri-Udayagiri Buddhist compiex. There are two hotels 
and two good bungalows at Paradeep whereas Dhabecleshwar has one 
Panthas:la. There are alsc hotels in all other towns and in 


naa some 
semi-urban areas of the district. 
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Dharmasalas 

Dharmasalas are found in the following pilgrim centres of the district, 
these are maintained by the philanthropic public and also by temple and 
Matha authorities as charitable trusts. These Dharmasalas provide 
lodging mainly to pilgrims for a limited period of days free of charge 
or on nominal charge. 

There are Dharmasalas at Cuttack town, Jajpur town, Tirtol, Banki 
and Chandikhol. In Cuttack town there are two Dharmasalas, one at 
Bankabazar and another at Choudhury Bazar. In Jajpur town there 
exist 2 Dharmasalas which are managed by the private bodies, 
Another Dharmasala located at Kanakpur under Tirtol Tahasil was 
constructed by a private person for the benefit of the pilgrims visiting 
the Sarala temple. The Dharmasala located at Banki town near 
Charchika temple is maintained by the Banki N.A.C. and has two well- 
furnished rooms. 

Under Darpan Tahasil there exist two Dharmasalas located at 
Chandikhol temple campus and Mahabinayak. temple premises. 
Dharmasala located at Chandikhol temple campus is managed by the 
Chandikhol Temple Trust Board and has 30 rooms and Mahabinayak 
Dharmasala is managed by Mahabinayak Temple Trust Board having 
three rooms. 

There are 20 Sarais or Musafirkhanas for Muslims in the district. 
These Sarais are located at Cuttack (two Sarais), Narapada, Korang, 
Pradhan, Tumalo, Sasan, Panasada, Talapada, Prah2rajpur, Matnagar, 
Bhainpur, Chhati Bali Sukuri, Taradepa, Maiuddinpur, Gopalpur, 
Balipara, Namajpadia, Ramakapur and Baratha. 

A list of circuit house, inspection bungalow and rest-shed has been 
given in Appendix VI of this chapter. 


Travel Agents and Guides 

There are 8 travel agents inthe district, viz., Majestic Travels, 
Tirupati Travels, Konark Travels, Travelers India, Mayur Travels, 
Lord Travels, Matamayee Travels and Anuradha Travels. All the 
travel agents heve their offices at Cuttack. The Magestic Travels 
and Tirupati Travels have been duly approved by the Department 
of Tourism of the State Government. 


POSTS AND TELEGRAPHS 

_ Before British occupation in 1766 the False Point and areas little 
Inside the district were added on the sea route for regular postal 
service between Calcutta and Madras by the East Indian Company. 
The first inland post office was established at Cuttack towards the end 
of 1803 with Leut. Becket as the Postmaster. That was the only 
office of its kind in the province of Cuttack. 
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Cuttack was first started asa field post office for the military operation 
but was soon converted into a district post office. For operation, it 
was independent of the Postmaster-General, Calcutta. It got the 
status ofa full-fledged post office in 1837.Cuttack became a Head Post 
Office of the Cuttack Division when uniform postal rates irrespective 
of the distance the mail travelled, was introduced. 


In 1906, the district had 66 post offices, 15 telegraph offices 
and 887 miles( 1,419 km.) of postal communication. By 1932. the 
number of post and telegraph offices increased to 119 and 27 respectively. 
The main line coverage by train, motor and runners was about 1,090 km. 
This apart, postal services were also extended to all the four princely 
states of Athagarh, Badamba, Tigiriaand WNarsinghapur. now merged 
with the district. 


Cuttack Postal Division was formed with effect from 1936 and 
subsequently during 1977 this division was divided into two, viz.. the 
Cuttack North Division and the Cuttack South Division. The Cuttack 
South Division was again bifurcated into the Cuttack South Division 
and the Cuttack City Division with effect from the 25th September, 1980. 
The headquarters of ail the three divisions are located at Cuttack. The 
Cuttack City Division is headed by one Senior Superintendent of Post 
Offices whereas each of the other two divisions is in charge 
of one Superintendent of Post Offices. The jurisdiction of the three 
divisions extends tothe whole of the Cuttack Civil District. 


There are 5 Head Post Offices, 141 Departmental Sub-post Offices, 
62 Extra Departmental Sub-post Offices and 854 Extra Departmental! 
Branch Post Offices in the distict as on the 31st March, 1991 to meet 
the postal needs of the people. There are four telegraph offices. apart 
from 140 combined post and telegraph offices in the district. 
Besides normal functions which include sale of postage stamps. post 
cards, envelops and remittance of money-orders; savings bank facilities 
are also offered tothe public in most ofthe post offices. Due to the 
expansion of postal facilities almost all the villages are now served 
daily by the post offices, 


The total fength of postal communication in 1990-91 was 6,531 km. 
of which 202 km. were served by railway mail service, 610 km. by 
motor cycle service, 613 km. by cycle runners, 371 km. by ferry (water 
transport ) service and 4,735 km. byfoot runners. The statement gives 
business transacted during the year 1990-91. 
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TELEPHONES 


The first telephone exchange of the district was opened in Cuttack 
in 1917. After along forty years, in 1957, the second telephone exchange 
was established at Jajpur Road followed by Chaudwar in 1961 and 
Kendraparha and Paradeep in 1965. Presently (31st March, 1992), there 
are 96 telephone exchanges in the district. Trunk lines are available in 
all the exchanges whereas STD facilities are available from Cuttack to 
important places of the district like Athagarh, Bamnipal, Chaudwar, 
Daanmandal, Danpur, Jagatpur, Jagatsinghapur, Kendraparha, 
Marshaghai, Paradeep, Salepur, Tigiria-Nuapatna and outside the state. 


The names of the telephone exchanges with their capacity type of 
exchange and load up tothe 31st March, 1992 are given in Appendix VII. 


RADIO 


The Cuttack branch of the All-India Radio was inaugurated on the 
23th January, 1948 with a transmitter of 1 kilowatt power at Barabati Killa 
Fort premises. Then the studio facilities were set up ina rented building 
called Madhupur House, Mission Road, Cuttack. After some years a 
20 K. W. transmitter was set up at Fakirparha of the district which ts 
about 19 km. away from this station of the All-India Radio. Again some 
years later the transmitter power was enhanced from 20 kilowatt to 100 
kilowatt. 


In addition to regular entertainment programmes like music, drama 
and features, this electronic media disseminates information and educates 
the listeners in important facts of cultural, agricultural, educational and 
vocational spheres catering to the needs of the general farmers, 
fishermen, industrial workers, children, youth, women, senior citizens 
of the society and for special audience like University and school students. 


All-India Radio started its Vividha Bharati service with 1 K. W. 
transmitter at Barabati Fort, Cuttack on 19th August, 1962 to broadcast 
light entertainment programmes. In May 1974, it introduced the 
commercial broadcasting to help the local businessmen, traders and smail 
industrialists to advertise their products. At present, broadcast of the 
station covers an area of 30 km. radius, t.e., in 3,200 square km. area in 
a major portion of Cuttack district and a part of Dhenkanal and Puri 
districts. 
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A new studio-cum-administrative building-complex came up et the 
site 3, Cantonment Road, Cuttack in which both the radio stations started 
functioning from the 25th December, 1977. 


The Cuttack station of AlleIndia Radio ts headed by a Station 
Director. One Assistant Station Director 1s in charge of the Vividha Bharati 


(Commercial Broadcasting Station). Both the stations have three 
wings, ViZ., programme, engineering and administration. 


TELEVISION 


The Doordarshan Kendra, Cuttack was established in August 1974 
to feed programmes to the Satellite Instructional Television Experiment 
(SITE). Prior to this, a Base Production Centre (B. P. C.) was started in 
1973. This marked the first entry of the Doordarshan into the State of 
Orissa. 


During Satellite Instructional Television Experiment, the Kendra 
originated Oriya programmes and also contributed programmes for the 
Hindi-speaking rural viewers of other Kendras like Raipur. When the 
terrestrial transmission started for viewers of Sambalpur district during 
May 1978, the Doordarshan Kendra, Cuttack as Base Production Centre 
provided programmes to that Kendra. 


A high power transmitter (10 K. W.) was brought into operation in 
this Kendra in March 1985 which relayed programmes from Delhi Door- 
darshan through INSAT for the viewers within 80 to 100 km. radius 
around Cuttack till 15th November, 1987. This transmitter in Cuttack 
Covers a population of 74,43,554 in an area of 227°07 sq. km. and 10,550 
villages. From 16th November, 1987 it started its own regional progra- 
mmes in Oriya in addition tothe national programmes and programmes 
covered under national network like other full-fledged Kendras. Since 
7th September, 1991, the programmes of Cuttack Kendra have been 
uplinked to twentyeone transmitters and one transposer installed in 
different parts of the state. 
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There are four wings in the Doordarshan Kendra, 1.c., the programme, 
the engineering, the research and the administration. The Director ts 


the head of the Kendra. 
WIRELESS 

When communication is completely disrupted due to natural calamities, 
like flood and cyclone, wireless helps in sending immediate messages. 
At present, there are 69 numebrs of V. H. F. Wireless stations located 
at different policcestations and out-posts of the district. This apart, 14 
te mporary wireless stations are also installed to meet the requirement 
of the civi] administration. To control the vehicular trafficon N. H._ 
No. 5 which runs through Cuttack city, adequate number of traffic-aid 
V. H. F. posts, highway VY. H. F., mobile patrolling with wireless and 
speed checking equipments have been provided by the signals unit. 

A well placed city grid V.H. F. contro] is functioning in Cuttack to 
control crime and criminals, law and order and traffic movements in the 
city. 

FAX AND TELEX SERVICES 

Fex and Telex facilities are available at Cuttack. 
PAY PHONE 

To provide employment to unemployed youth as well as better 
service of communication to public, Pay Phonoe system was introduced 
in 199] in the district. 

COURIER SERVICE 

Apart from Government Postal Services, a number of private 
courier services are also operating in the district, 
PIGEON SERVICE 

The district has one pigeon loft, viz., the Cuttack Central loft with 
50 pigeons which is located at the Reserve Police line, Cuttack. These 
trained birds are used for static services which operate to Kendraparha, 
Jagatsinghapur, Jajpur, Paradeep, Salepur, Bairi, Dhanmandal, 
Kandarpur, Gobindpur, Chandikhol, Chhatia, Chaudwar, Jagatpur 
and Phulnakhara of this district and to Bhubaneshwar. Boomerany 
services are also operating between headquarters loft and Pigeon Ins- 
pector, Reserve Police Line, Cuttack. 


During flood in 1982, services of pigeons were utilised in emergency 
duty from Cuttack to Bari, Nagashpur, Tarat, Derabis, Gobindpur, 
Kalamari, Nischintakoili, Kalikapur, Palada, Nemaland Barimul of the 
district. Besides, pigeons are released in every national function and 
opening ceremony as harbingers of peace. 
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Organisation of Owners and Employers in the Field of Transport and 
Communications 


There are 22 organisations inthe district in the field of transport 
and communications. They are registered under the Indian Trade 
Union Act to carry on trade union activities in the district for the 
benefit of workers. Details about these unions as on 3lst March, 1986 
are given below : 





Registration Date of Name and address ofthe union 
number Registration 
Gj) (2) (3) 
983 2°2°1976 All Orissa Motor Transport Employees’ 
Association, Jajpur Road, Cuttack. 
1346 28°3°1981 Ambika Driver Association, Atharabanki, 
Paradeep Port, Cuttack 
748 10°7°1972 Bharat Motor Employees’ Union, 
Tinikoniabagicha, Cuttack 
1124 29°3°1978 Besarakari Motor Karmachari Sangha, 
Prafulla Medical Store, Station Bazar, 
Cuttack. 
635 621970 Cuttack Transport Workers’ Union, 
Rajabagicha, Cuttack. 
el 4°8°1973 Cuttack Motor Karmachar: Sangha, 
Chandi Road, Cuttack. 
895 14°11°1974 | Carriers Transport Employees’ Union, 
Orissa Mustan Dargha, Bux: Bazar, 
Cuttack. 
981 12°1°1976 Cuttack Minibus Karmachary Sangh, 
Laxanpur, Jagatpur, Cuttack. 
1277 2°5:1980 Cuttack Niali Motor Association 
Shramika Sangh, Chandini Chauk, 
Cuttack. 


cy eer gpd eg i CT 8 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


CUTTACK > 


Name and address of the union 


(3) 


nr 


Cuttack Motor Karmachary union, 
Badambadi, Cuttack. 


Howrah Motor Workers’ Union, Cuttack 


Jajpur Motor Karmaohary Union, 
Jajpur Bus Stand, Cuttack. 


Motor Vehicle Field Workers’ Union, 
Purighat, Cuttack. 


Orissa State Transport Workers’ Union, 
Chandinichauk, Cuttack. 


Orissa State Commercial Transport 
Corporation Employees’ Union, Cuttack. 


Orissa State Transport Corporation 
Press Employees’ Union, Old Secretariat, 
Cuttack. 


Orissa Road Transport Workers’ 
Union, Chandinichauk, Cuttack. 


Orissa State Road Transport Corpora: 
tion Union, Jajpur Road, Cuttack. 


Orissa State Road Transport Corpora- 
tion Auditors’ Association, Badambadi, 
Cuttack. 


State Transport Account Association, 
Cuttack. 


State Transport Employees’ Union, 
Jajpur Road, Cuttack. 


444 
ee a rae er 
Registration Date of 
number Registration 
(1) (2) 
14 24°2°1982 
422 1°9°1965 
1397 15°1°1982 
721 22°10°1971 
541 6°7°1967 
543 27:7: 1967 
1084 4:11°1977 
1143 19°7-°1978 
1303 12°11°1980 
1374 24°8°1981 
1284 28°5°1980 
1363 24°6°1981 
1283 22°5°1980 


a 


The Orissa State Commercial Transport 
Corporation Employees’ Association, 
Cuttack. 
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APPENDIX J 
HISTORY OF JAGANNATH ROAD FUND 


On a reference tothe Survey and Settlement report of the then 
Settlement Officer, Orissa, S. L. Maddox, t.c.s. and ‘A sketch of 
the history of Orissa from 1803 to 1828’ of M. G. Toynbee, it 
appears that prior to 1803, there was no continuous road in the 
modern sense of the word in existence inthe then Orissa Province. 
What were called roads were mere faireweather cart-tracts, without 
bridge and ferry arrangement. 


During the early and middle parts ofthe seventeenth century the 
pilgrims from northern and north-western India were accustomed to 
visit Lord Sri Jagannath at Puri and exhibited a constant stream of 
passenger traffic through the forests of the tributary states and the 
cart-tract roads which were used by these pilgrims were then called 
Jagannath Road. With a view to removing the difficulties of the pilgrims, 
some bridges and culverts were constructed by the wayfarers on 
private charity. 


After the province was taken over by the British Government in 
the year 1803, they thought to improve the cart-tract from out of 
Jagannath Fund and for construction of a continuous modern type of 
road within the province of Orissa. Accordingly, the land required for 
converting the cart-tract Jagannath Road into a continuous Kacha 
road was acquired firstly by Government of India in the year 1812. 
Captain Sackville (a military officer) was appointed as Superintendent 
of Works and he was placed in charge of construction of Jagannath 
Road leading from Subarnarekha river in the north to Puri in the 
South. The construction work of Jagannath Road was commenced by 
Capt. Sackville with two European assistants sometime in October 
1812. The construction work ofthe road was completed in 1820 and 
groves of mango trees and other trees were planted on either side of 
the road bythe local zamindars to afford shade to the travellers. 
After completion of the construction work, the road was placed in 
Charge of Government of Bengal, Bihar and Orissa in Public Works 
Department for maintenance. As the road was the only continuous 
road to Puri large number of pilgrims used the road frequently to 
visit Lord Jagannath at Puri. Bazars and Chhatris sprang up at that 
time at every 5th or 6th mile (8 to 96 km.) throughout the province 
and some Sarais were built at the expense of Hindu noblemen in 
the year 1827 for the benefit of pilgrims. The road was converted into a 
metalled road during 1825—27 by Captain Cheape and Captain Shortland. 
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{t was brought tothe notice of Government of Bengal, Bihar and 
Orissa inthe year 1859 that due to want of proper management and 
Supervision of Public Works Department, the condition ofthe roadside 
Bazars, Chhatris and Sarais became unhealthy and _ dilapidated. 
Therefore, for the interest of the piigrims the Government decided finally 
to take over the management and control of the roadside surplus lands 
lying on either side of the road from the Public Works Department 
and placed them in charge ofthe Revenue authorities (Collector of the 
district) on condition that the wretched state ofthe roadside Chhatris, 
Bazars and Sarais should be improved out ofthe rents derived and 
leasing out the said surplus lands for cultivation, shops and fishery 
purposes. Accordingly, since 1859 the roadside surplus lands, Bazars, 
Chhatris, wells, Sarais, etc. are managed by the District Collector as 
administrator of the local fund namely Jagannath Road Fund and 
accounts have been opened in the name of Pilgrims Lodging House 
Fund. In the record of the last Settlement the entire roadside 
lands including the lands managed by the Jagannath Road Fund 
stand recorded in the name of “Sriman Bharat Samrat” with 
District Collector as the administrator. This was managed in 
accordance with the scheme framed by the Commissioner, Orissa 
Division, which was approved by Government of Bihar and Orissa 
(P. W. D.) in the year 1914, under the Bihar and Orissa Places of 
Pilgrims Act, 1920. A Deputy Collector was posted bythe District 
Collector inthe district to look after the works of Jagannath Road 


Fund’s properties. 


After creation of N. H. No. 5,a major portion of the roadside lands 
of Jagannath Road Fund has been transferred in favour of National 
Highway authorities and the original Jagannath Road is now no more 
in existence. However, 31°00 acres of lands are available in rural 
areas and 8°997 acres of lands are available in urban areas. Maior 
portions of such areas are under encroachment. 


Apart from this, f ollowing properties are now under the manage- 
ment of Jagannath Road Fund. 
(i) One small house at Panikoili which has been let out. 


(ii) Fifteen number of shops at Kuakhia Bazar let out ona 
monthly rent basis. 
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(i) Two shops at Nuabazar have been let out on monthly rent 


basis. 


(iv) One weekly fat at Dharmashala which 1s being put inte 


annual auction — sale. 


(vy) One house at Telengapentha has also been let out on 
monthly rent. 


The main source of income of the Fund is the weekly fat at 
Dharmashala and the rental from houses that exist in three different 


places. 


One rest shed at Chhatia and one inspection bungalow at Chandi- 
khol are also being managed out ofthe income ofthe Jagannath Road 
Fund. To provide wayside accommodation and rest to the pilgrims 
of Chhatia Bata and Chandikhol, the remodelling works of both the 
rest sheds have been taken up out of the Jagannath Road Fund. 
Some development works have also been taken up in the weekly /ae 
at Dharmashala to provide minimum amenities to the areas of the 
weekly Aut. In the past scholarships were also given to some poor 
and meritorious students. out of this fund, who could not have 


prosecuted higher studies without this financial assistance. 
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Total length Condition 
in km. of road 
(1) (2) (3) 
1. Mahanadi Embankment road, Barabati 1°00 All-weat her 
Stadium Park via Gadagadia 
2. Kishor Transport, Barabati Stadium 1°50 Ditto 
3. Canal Embankment road (Chhatra 2°40 Ditto 
Bazar-Samrat Cinema) 
4. Old Jagannath road 3°00 Ditto 
5. Link road (Four lanes) 2°20 Ditto 
6. Old Cuttack-Sambalpur road 37°00 Ditto 
7. Athagarh town road 8°00 Ditto 
8. Nidhipur road 6°40 Ditto 
9. Athagarh-Megha-Katikiasahi- 23°00 Ditto 
Narangabasta road 
10. Radha Krishnapur-Gurudijhatia- 13°20 Ditto 
Balipur 
11. Chhagan Railway Station to Bali 5°00 Ditto 
12. Bindhanima-Khandahata 14°80 Ditto 
13. Gurudijhatia-Oranda 1°80 Ditto 
14. Mahalaxmipur road 6°00 Ditto 
15. Khuntuni-Ra} Athagarh 2°00 Ditto 
16. Badamba town road 2°30 Ditto 
17. Tigiria town road 1°50 Ditto 
18, Badamba-Sankhameri 6°00 Ditto 


CUTTACK 
APPENDIX II 


Detailed list of Other Department Roads (O.D.R.) in the 


district 


ig TE 


Name of the O.D.R. 
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er 
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20. 


21 
Zz 


23. 
24. 


25. 


26. 
27. 


28. 
29. 
30. 


31. 


32. 
cee 


34, 


w 


8 
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ee er ere eH - 





te ee ee eee 


Total length 





Name of the O. D. R. (in km.) 
(1) (2) 
19. Gopapur-Sasanga 6°00 
Narasinghapur-Baliput 25°00 
Narasinghapur town Road 4°80 
Narasinghapur-Kakudia 4°80 
Champeswar-Kanpur 5°00 
Chhatia Bye-pass 2°00 
Barachana-Baliche ndrapur 12°50 
Lalitagiri-Udayagiri-Ratnagiri 9°05 
Salepur-Chhatia 2°00 
Tangi-Bhatimunda 5°50 
Chaudwar Canal Bank 4°25 
Krushnadaspur N.H.5 to 18°12 
Udayagiri-Ratnagiri 
N.H.5 from Nirgundi Junction to link 4:00 
N.H. 42 
Tangi Bye-pass Bindhanima old road 2°00 
Bindhanima old Road 1°50 
Old Jagannath Road 10°00 
35, Old Cuttack-Puri Road 4°00 
36. Jagatsinghapur-Raghunathpur-Sirlo- 16.00 
Nuagan road, 
37. Manijangha-Frasama 18°60 
Jhankada-Sarala 6°50 
Baripada-Gobindpur 6°00 


39. 


nn 


449 


Condition 
of roid 


(3) 


eo 


All-wcather 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Fair-weather 


Ditto 


Ditto 


All-weat her 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Diito 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
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i ere 


Name of the O. D. R. 


(1) 








er 


40. Dandasahi-Munigossain 

41. Sarala-Samadhipitha 

42. Sarala-Sanara 

43. Salepur-Chhatia 

44. Old Cuttack-Sambalpur Road 
(From Mahanadi anicut to Birupa 
anicuf). | 

45. Kuanpal-Balichandrapur 

46. Lalitagiri-Balichandrapur 

47. Tangi-Bhatimunda-Bahakud 


48. Kendraparha-Marshaghat 


49. Kendraparha-Basipur 
50. Dharmashala Bye-pass 
51. Binjharpur-Singhpur 
52. Dola-Sakhachilla road 
53. Sathipur-Baitarant 


54. Danagadi-Brahaman 


55. Barabati-Singhpur 

56. N.H.5 to Bahadalpur 

57. Kaima-Nirhat-Narasinghapur 
58. Singhpur-Kandia 

59. N.H. 5 to Atalapur 


60. Jajpur Municipality Road 


Total 


na ee ee a 


Total length 
(in km.) 


(2) 


2°00 
1°00 
7°00 
26°00 
4°00 


7°00 
7°00 
6°00 
8°50 
8°50 
3°20 
13°00 
5°50 
7°00 
111°00 
10°00 
10°00 
6°00 
9°50 
10°00 


8°00 


475-00 


Condition 
of road 


(3) 


All-weather 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Fair-weather 


All-weather 
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APPENDIX IIT 
Detailed list of Classified Village Roads (C. Y. R.) in the district 








Name of the Road Total Length Condition 
(in km.) of road 
(1) (2) (3) 
|. Banki-Batdyeshwar-Kalapathar .. 7:00 All-weather 
2. Banki-Kacheri Road eH 3°00 Ditto 
3. Athagarh-Kandarpur ia 5°50 Ditto 
4. Dorada-Deopada a 0°80 Ditto 
5. Jenapada-Arakhapatna . 6°00 Ditto 
6. Gopamathura-Bangurisingha oa 13°00 Ditto 
7. Karilo-Panchhagochhia be 8°00 Fair-weather 
8. A. N. High School, Berhampur 5°00 All-weather 
9. Chaudwar Village Road 2°00 Ditto 
10. Nuntikiri-Barapada a 9°20 Ditto 
ll. Chhatia-Kalakala - 16°50 Ditto 
12. Barachana-Darpan ies 12°50 Ditto 
13. Kantol-Rajnagar ‘s 4°60 Ditto 
14. Baruan-Balichandrapur we 10°85 Fair-weather 
15. Approach roadto Mahabinayak 1°50 All-weather 
temple 
16. Agrahat-Bisinahakani a 11°00 Ditto 
17. Charibatia-Mangarajpur ia 8°00 Ditto 
18. Road from N, H. 42 to Charibatia 2°00 Ditto 
19. Charibatia Railway Station Road 1°00 Ditto 
20. Chandikhol Temple Road 150 =~ Ditto 


a 
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CUTTACK 


Name of the Road 


(1) 


ee ea 


21. 
22. 
23. 


24. 


25. 
26. 


Zi. 
28. 


29. 
30. 


31. 


32. 


ER 
34. 


35. 


36. 


37. 


38. 
39. 


40. 


41. 


rr ee. 


Gopinathpur-Balia 
Jagatsinghapur-Alipingal 
Basantapur-Kantuor 


Palasol-Barti 
Sanapur-Maiuddinpur 
Galupada-Mahdasahi 
Kanduapada-Kantuar 
Alipingal-Khaira 
Palli-Raibarei 
Balikiuda-Nuagan 
Kania-Santhaliking Thailo 
Ss. V. M. College Road 
Approach Road to Olatpur Hospital 
Tarapur-Redhua 
Rahama-Pandua 
Biridihat-Kishorenagar 
Nanpur-Anakhia 
Jaipur-Katikata 


Link Road connecting Biridihat- 
Sonapur-Kishorenagar near Hansua 
Bridgeto Khanditira (RS). 


Kania-Rambilo 


Palasola-Krishnanandapur 





Total length 
(in km.) 


(2) 
2°00 
5°00 
8°00 
8:00 
3°00 
8°00 
9°00 
12°50 
7-00 
12°50 
9°00 
0°50 
0°50 
7:00 
7-00 
12°60 
6:00 
2:00 
2°00 


5°00 


12°50 


a a A Sr tr 


Condition 
of road 


(3) 


All-weather 
Ditto 


Duto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Fair-weather 


All-weather 
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42. 


43. 


45. 
46. 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 
51. 


a2. 


53. 


54. 


yD. 
56. 
ST. 
38. 
59. 
60. 


6]. 
62. 


63. 


COM MUNICATIONS 


Name of the road 
(1) 


Nuagan-Brahmandi 
Nuagan-Arakhakuda 
Alanahat graingolla to Kundeswar 
Dedhasurdeuli-Redhua 
Dithasahi-Baijanga 
Zira-Kheras 
Basantapur-Dandilo 
Pandua-lbirisinga 
Tirtol-Pipal Madhab 
Bodhei-Gobindpur 
Kanakapur-Kantapada 
Nehurupadia-Tirtol 


Kothamul-Rayapurpatna-Dordia- 
Patnal. 


Badilo-Champahat via Sanilo 
Balitutha-Jatadhari-Muhana 
Salei-Baharana 
Bhagalpur-Sailo-Jharapada 
Tulanga-Neula 
Kokidiha-Telasara 
Kulia-Kendupatna 
Gogua-Chaudakulat 
Rajkanika-Righagarh 


Jayapur-Katikata 


453 


Total length Condition 


(in km.) 


(2) 


4°00 
6°00 
4°00 
7:00 
7°00 
7:00 
2°00 
7°00 
6°00 
5°00 
1°00 

1°50 
9°00 


4°50 


33°00 
10°00 
400 
12:00 
1°60 
6°00 
10°00 


i525 





of road 


(3) 





aad — om oR 


All-weather 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Fair-weather 

All-weat her 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Fair-weather 
All-weather 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


Fair-weather 
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Name of the road Total length Condition 
(in km.) of road 
(1) (2) (3) 
65. Aradhapalli-Sanjaria os — 600 All-weather 
66. Chandol-Danapur _ 3°00 Ditto 
67. Ichhapur-Ostapur 2 3°50 Ditto 
68. Kendraparha-Colarahat ss 18°00 Ditto 
69. Aul-Nuagan-Dasipur i 6°00 Ditto 
70. Aul-Rajbati Road 7 3°00 Ditto 
71. Rajkanika town Road aa 5°00 Ditto 
72. Pravakarapur-Kharanasi = 10°00 ~=—S— All- weather 
73. Garapur village road from river .. 1°60 Ditto 
Gobari-Hanumanjeu Temple 
74. Baratha-Kuanpal - 8°00 Fair-weather 
75. Baladevjeu-Rathadanda - 1:00 ~—— All-weather 
76. Rambagh-Chhatrapada - 12°00 Fair-weather 
77. Chhatrapada-Biripata es 5°00 All-weather 
78. Mangalpur-Narigan “ 8°00 Ditto 
79. Baruan-Balichandrapur 7 11°40 Fair-weather 
80. Panikoili-Ragadi bs 19°00 ~=— All-weather 
81. Expressway to Bangarkot 13°00 = Fair-weather 
82. Kustira-Gadamadhupur a 13°00 ~=— All-weather 
83. Jenapur Railway Station Road .. 1°60 Ditto 
84, Dharmacola-Kayima - 5°00 Ditto 
85. Neulapur-Haridaspur ba 4°00 Ditto 
86. Expressway-Kaitha Quarry - 3°00 Ditto 
87. Ambasar Chhak to Dhenkanal .. 5°00 Ditto 
Border Road 
88. Gobindpur-Manapur 7 11°00 = Fair-weather 
89. Hatibari-Mahulhat 7 10°00 ~—— All-weather 
Total e 603°10 
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APPENDIX IV 


A list of Bus Routes both private and public with length in kilometres 
in the district 








— —<$_ $e —- 





Name of the route Condition Length 
of road (in km.) 
(1) (2) (3) 
1. J. K. Road to Cuttack via Chandikhol All-weather 84 
2. Kantar to Cuttack via J. K. Road, Ditto 96 
Chandikhol 
3. Karbar to Chhatia via Cuttack, Fair-weather 118 
Banki and back. 
4. J. K. Road to Cuttack via Ostaghat §All-weather 194 
and back 
5. Khadianta to Cuttack and Cuttack Ditto 934-65=158 
to Kendraparha and back 
6. Kaibada to Cuttack and Cuttack Ditto 159 
to Kendraparha via Salepur and 
back 
7. Kalakala to Cuttack via Chhatia Ditto 129 


and Cuttack to J. K. Road via 
Chandikhol and back 


8. Jagatsinghapur to Chandikhol via Ditto 146 
Cuttack and Cuttack to Paradeep 
via Tarpur and back to Jagatsingha- 


ur 

9, eaiiie to Chandikhol via Tarpur Ditto 128 
and back . 

10. Gobindpur to Paradeep via Cuttack Ditto 118 
and back 

11. Aul to Cuttack via Kendraparha, Ditto 171 


Salepur and Cuttack to Kendra- 
parha and back 


12, Managalpur to Paradeep via Chan- Ditto 160 
dikhol, Kendraparha and back 


i 
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- a i ee i Ep 


Name of the route 


CD 


ew nn a ee rg a 


13. Olaver to Cuttack via Singhpur 


and back 


14, Narasinghapur to Chhatia via Cuttack 
and back 


15. Cuttack to Kendraparha via Salepur 
and back 


16. Singhpur to Cuttack via Jajpur 
and back 


17. Brahmanasailo to Cuttack via Chan- 
dikhol and J. K. Road to Cuttack 
and back 


18. Indupur to Cuttack via Chandi- 
khol and back 


19. J. K. Road to Anantapur via 
Singhpur, Mangalpur and back 


20. J. K. Roadto Olaver via Singhpur 
and back 


21. Patkura to Cuttack via Tirtol and 
back 


22. J. K. Road to Cuttack via Chandi- 
kbol and back 


23. Darpanigarh to Cuttack and Gadjit- 
ghat to Cuttack and back 


24. Kendamal to Cuttack and Korua 
to Cuttack and back . 


25. Dhiakula to Cuttack via Chandi- 
khol and back 


26. Dhumatsasan to Cuttack via Salepur 
and Cuttack to Aul and back 


Rt ee ee ee et 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 





re re 


All- weather 


- ee ee >. 


Condition 
of road 


(2) 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 





ne ee 





Length 
(in kin.) 


(3) 


147 


159 


65 


119 


160 


[96 


14 


a 


160 


98 


189 
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Name of the route Condition 
of road 
(1) (2) 
27. Krushnanagar to Cuttack «nd back All-weather 
28. Cuttack to Kendraparha via Chandi- Ditto 
khol and back 
29. Cuttack to Balichandrapur via Ditto 
Salepur and back 
30. J. K.Roadto Cuttack via Chandi- Ditto 
khol and back 
31. Jaipurghat to Banshpani via Cuttack Ditto 
and back 
32. Cuttack to Gandikhia via Lalitgiri, Ditto 
Chandikhol 
33. Chandikhol, Gandikhia to Cuttack Ditto 
via Lalitgiri 
34. Jaipur Road to Cuttack via Chandi- Ditto 
khol and back 
35. Kantaban Hat to Cuttack via Salepur Ditto 
and back 
36. Haripur to Cuttack via J. K. Road Ditto 
and back. 
37. Kendraparha to Cuttack via Salepur Ditto 
and back 
38. Cuttack to Rajatota via Panikoili, Ditto 
Bari and back 
39. Ghagara to Cuttack via Chandi- Ditto 
khol and back 
40, Bayalishmouza-Chanduli to Cuttack Ditto 
41. Bilasuni to Cuttack via Adaspur, Ditto 
Mahidharpara to Baghamara via 
Niali, Panimal 
42. Cuttack to Alkund via Balamukuli Ditto 
43. Cuttack to Aul and back Ditto 


SOO et 





457 


Length (6 km.) 


(3) 
75 
85 


Sh) 


o4 


i57 


40) 


40 


&9 


120 


9] 


105 


i120 
110 
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Name of the route 


= —_. 


44. 
45. 


46, 
47. 
48. 
49. 
50. 


SI. 


a2. 


53. 


54. 


55. 


56. 
37. 


58. 


59. 


60. 


62. 


63. 
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a oo _—_, 


(1) (2) 





Cuttack to Bhatarika 
Cuttack to Baharana via Jagateinghapur 
Cuttack to Nuagan 

Cuttack to Bari via Kuakhia 

Cuttack to Borikina via Jagatsinghapur 


Cuttack to Borikina via Paladhua- 


bandha 
Cuttack to Machhagan 


Cuttack to Balipada (Goudagopa) 
Haladia. 


Cuttack to Kendraparha 


Cuttack to Chhoti via Chandikhol, 
Kendraparha. 


Cuttack to Derabis 
Cuttack to Dihakula via Jajpur town 
Cuttack to Ersama via Manijangha 


Cuttack to Gopinathpur via Gurudi- 
jhatia. 


Cuttack to Gholpur 
Cuttack to Ghagara, via Chandikhol 


Olara to Cuttack via Goda, Jagatsingha-~ 
pur 


. Cuttack toJambu via Chandikhol 


Cuttack to J. K. Road via Panikoilt 


Cuttack to Japkud 


Condition of road 


All-weather 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Djtto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


— 


Length (in km,) 


(3) 


102 
70 


67 
82 
60 


TI 


71 


53 


65 
84 


60 
99 


76 
96 


64 


80 


79 


116 
84 


42 
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Name of the route Condition of road 
(1) (2) 


64. Cuttack to Jharpada via Nakhara 

65. Cuttack to Khandahat 

66, Cuttack to Kamaladiha 

67, Cuttack to Kanpur 

68. Cuttack to Korua 

69. Cuttack to Nemal 

70. Cuttack to Katara via Jagatsinghapur 


71. Cuttack to Korkara 


72. Cuttack to Kasrada 

73. Cuttack to Kankadajodi 

74, Cuttack to Kolar via Tirtol 

73, Cuttack to Kisannagar 

76. Cuttack to Mahanga via Salepur 

7], Cuttack to Mandasahi 

78. Cuttack to Magalpur via Jajpur town 
19, Cuttack to Naharana 

80. Cuttack to Purunagarh 


81. Cuttack to Marshaghai via Shyama- 
‘Sundarpur 


82, Cuttack to Oskana via Jagatsinghapur 


83. Cuttack to Baldevjeu via Chandi- 
khol, Duhuria 


et 
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Length (in km.) 


(3) 


All-weather 40 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


87 
145 
Ht 
51 
45 
58 
30. 
39 
0 
60 
30 
43 
45 
34 
15 
46 


8} 


75 


90 


I te a ET (ry eR 
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N.ime of the route 


84. 


85. 


86. 


87, 


88. 


RY, 


90. 
a. 


93. 


94, 
95. 


96. 
vie 
98. 
99. 
100. 





CUTTACK 


| 


ee 


ees ee ees ee 


(1) (2) 


All-weather 


Cuttack to Ostarghat via Chandikhol 


Cuttack to Ostarghat via Chandi- 
khole, Narsinghapatna. 


Cuttack to Patkura via Chandikhol 
Cuttack to Paradeep via Tarpur 
Cuttack to Puradeep via Jagatsingh: pur 


Cuttack to Paradeep via Jagatsingha- 
pur. Hensura, Gobardhanpur. 


Cuttack to Paradeep via Alipingal 


Cuttack to Paradeep via Tarpur, 
Janatakothi, Jagatsingha pur. 


. Cuttack to Palisahi 


Cuttack to Paradeep via Chandikhol 


Cuttack to Ratagarh via Dhabaleshwar 


Cuttack to Rameswar 


Cuttack to Balichandrapur 
Cuttack to Redhua 
Cuttack to Sankhapari 
Cuttack to Sagar 


Cuttack to Tatamines via J. K. Road 


. Cuttack to Veda via Kuanpal 


. Cuttack to Jadumu_ via Narsinghapur 
. Nurtang to Cuttack via Kuanpal 


. Kania to Paradeep via Tarpur, Jagat- 


singhapur. 


Condition of road 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Length (in km.) 


(3) 





86 


117 


117 
94 


107 
84 


P12 
£60 


130 


69 
30 


42 
60 
17 
120 
65 
145 


58 
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Name of the route 





ee ee ee ee ee 


Condition of ro.d 


(i) (2) 

105. Panchpali to Cuttack via Manijanga, Ali-weather 
Tarpur. 
106. Paradeep to Nuagan via Cuttack Ditto 
107. Ratnagiri to Cuttack via Chandikhol Ditto 
108, Mangalpur to Cuttack Ditto 
109. Narsinghapur to Cvttack Ditto 
110. Sanharahat to Cuttack Ditto 
111. Cuttack to Jagatsinghapur Ditto 
112. Cuttack to Telenia Ditto 
113. Cuttack to Nialt via Bogalagarh Ditto 
114. Baitarani Road to Cuttack via Ditto 
J. K. Road. 

11$. Naganpur to Cuttack Ditto 
116. Cuttack to Nischintakoili Ditto 
\17. Cuttack to Balitutha Ditto 
118. Cuttack to Panchpali via Champahat Ditto 
I19. Cuttack to Garam via Narua Ditto 
120. Cuttack to Rajnagar Ditto 
121. Mangarajpur to Cuttack Ditto 
122. Town bus © Ditto 
123. Kalapathar to Cuttack via Banki Fair- weather 
124. Banki to Cuttack Ditto 
125. Cuttack to Pattamundai All-weather 
126. Cuttack to Kuanpal Ditto 
127, Cuttack to Gopalpur via Paga Ditto 


a 


a= ete Sie sabes 
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Length (in kim.) 


(3) 


80 


es 8 ee nee ee, 


94-+67 


78 
120 
129 

60 

45 
102 

47 

84 


45 
40 


85 
75 
110 
30 


80 
55 
88 
46 
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Name of Community 


Development Blocks 


Q) 


a a 


Mahanga 


Aul 


Rajkanika 


CUTTACK 


APPENDIX V 


List of Ferries 
Name of Ferry 
(2) 


Jajpur 
Jasrajpur 


Dobandhia 


Kuanpal 
Gunupur 


Kusupur 


Khartang 

Balitara 

Bharigada and Baruna 
Brahmani Nadi 


Manpur 
Brahmani Nadi 
Argal-charpada 
Jada 
Kharasrota 
Singhpur 

Kani Nadi 


Rambila Ahara ghat 


.. Gobanga Ankoghat 


Chhanda 


Bandhamala 








Name of River/Nala/ 
Lake 


(3) 


Genguti river 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Birupa river 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Kani river 
Kharasrota river 
Brahmani river 
Kani river 
Brahmani river 
Kharasrota river 
Kani river 
Kharasrota river 
Ditto 
Kani river 
Brahmani Nala 


Kharasrota river 


Ditto 


Brahmani river 
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Name of Community 
Development Blocks 


Kujang 


Biridi 





COMMUNICATIONS 


Name of Ferry 


(2) 


Kanpur 

Gahampal 
Balitara 
Rajanpurbari 


Endulapur 
Rigagad 


Barunadiha Baluati 
Padhanpada 
Muthanali 
Thakurani 
Jayakunda 

Singidi 

Jhadmal 

Gadagadi 

Baradia 

Upulai 

K hasalpur 

Badapal 

Singadia 

Bhandua 

Biridi- Mangulighat 
Biridi-Sankarisahighat 
Bilia-Maindipurghat 


Kishorenagar-- 
Kalikapur ghat. 


en 
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rn —_—-- ee 


Name of River/Nala/ 
Lake 


(3) 


Petanadi Nalla 
Ditto 

Kharasrota 

Baitarani river 
Ditto 
Ditto 


K harasrota 
Kani Nalla 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Kharasrota river 
Ditto 
Brahmani 
K harasrota 
Baitarani 
Ditto 
Mahanadi river 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Biluakhai 
Ditto 
Ditto 


Mahanadi 
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Name of Community 
Development Blocks 


(1) 


ees 


Biridi 


Narasinghapur 


tary 


CUTTACK 


Name of Ferry 


(2) 


Kishorenagar- 
Samitanga ghat 


Kishorenagar-Tarilo 
ghat 


Sagadi Patana-Guali 
ghat 


Barada-Guali ghat 


Kamarpada-Archil 
ghat 


Panimando 
Udeyapur 


Kulasanitanga 


Murkundi 
Naharbari 
Bagalpur 


Mahanadi Ferry ghat, 
Syamsundarpur 


Poda Nala ghat 


Mahanadi Ferry 
ghat Manpur 


Kholamuhan ghat 
Poda Nala ghat 


Muraripur Mahanadi 
Ferry ghat 





i err, 


Name uf River/Nala/ 
Lake 
(3) 
Mahanadi river 
Ditto 


Ditto 


Ditto 


~ Taladanda canal 


Mahanadi river 
Ditto 
Ditto 

Chitrotpala river 

Biluakhai river 


Ditto 


Mahanadi river 


Poda Nale 


Mahanadi river 


Kholamuhan Nala 


Poda Nala 


Mahanadi river 


ST 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


a : 
3 
. 


— : 


COMMUNICATIONS 465 











a 
es os 
. 


Name of Community Name of Ferry Name of River/Nala/ 
Development Blocks Lake 
(1) (2) (3) 

Mahanadi ghat, Mahanadi river 
Ghoradia 

Mahanadi ghat, Ditto 
Nuapatna 

Mahanadi ghat, Ditto 
Kathakhunta 

Mahanadi ghat, Ditto 
Chakragarh 

Mahanadi ghat, Ditto 
Mandania 

Mahanadi ghat, Ditto 
Baliput 

Jajpur » Kamalpur ghat Kharasrota river 

Rajghat Ditto 

Bidhaghat Budha river 

Khandetarghat K:harasrota river 

Barachana .. Baisimauza ghat Birupa river 

Khadakpur ghat Ditto 

Sakutitalops ghat Ditto 

Gadgit ghat Genguti river 

Banamali ghat Ditto 

Khadianja ghat Ditto 

Jaraka ghat Kelua river 


—_—_— rics: 
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Name of Community 
Development Blocks 


CUTTACK 


Name of Ferry 


Name of River/Nala/ 
| Lake 





(1) (2) (3) 
Rajnagar ~- Talchua Baitarani river 
Nalitapatia Ditto 
Rajnagar Hansua river ! 
Koilipur Ditto | 
Badakot _ Ditto 
Ghodaparia Ditto 7 
Naladia Brahmani river 
Rajapur Ditto 
Keredagarh Ditto 
Righagarh Ditto 
Hansina Pathasala 
Gupti Ditto , 
Berensagarh Baunsagarh Nala 
Ajagarpatia Bhitarakanika Nala | 
Paramanandapur Khola river | 
Kendraparha Indupur ghat Brahmani river 
East Dhumar ghat Ditto 
Ghagara ghat Ditto 
Ghaudalalat ghat Ditto 
Landakia ghat Gobari river 
Balikuda Machhagan Devi river 
Naharana Ditto 
Sribantapur Ditto 
Banki-Dampatha Debidwar ghat Mahanadi river 
Pattamundai Damodarpatna ghat Brahmani river 


Naihadia ghat 
Balipatna ghat 


Singhagram-Berham- 
pur flood ghat 


Ditto 
Ditto 
Kanthia Nala 
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Name of Community Name of Ferry Name of River/Nala/ 
_ Development Blocks Lake 
(1) (2) (3) 
Naugan .. Oreda ghat Devi river 
Galadari ghat Ditto 
Anantapur ghat Ditto 
Sikhara ghat Ditto 
Bhandisari ghat Ditto 
Barang .» Banta ghat Mahanadi river 


Tangi-Chaudwar .- Adakhewat ferry ghat Birupa river 


Jaripada ghat Ditto 
Bhatimunda-Gopinath- Ditto 
pur ghat 
Chasapada ghat Mahanadi river 
Kakhadi ghat Ditto 
Badamba .. Mahanadi ghat, Ditto 
Gopinathpur 
Mahanadi ghat, Ditto 
Mugagahiri 
Mahanadi ghat, Ditto 
Sankhameri 
Banta ghat at Sasanga Ditto 
Gamei ghat - Ditto 
Bangirisingha _ Ditto 
Athagarh | | .- Mancheswar _ Ditto 
| Nuasasan Ditto 
Baghara ie Ditto 
Balarampur- Ditto 
Naduapada — Sapua river 


rey eye eee eer 
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Name of Community Name of Ferry Name cf River/Nale/ 
Development Blocks Lake 
(1) (2) (3) 
Korei «e Dosiamuhan ghat Baitarani river 
at Ranapur 
Mahakalaparha .. Bankichauda Gobari river 
Orta Ditto 
Bijaynagar Ditto 
Badiha ghat Ditto 
Tantiapal ghat. Ditto 
Jambu ghat Ditto 
Kansar Badadandua Ditto 
Badpal Ditto 
Tarapada Ditto 
Ramachandi ghat Ditto 
Teragam ghat Luna river 
Karanja ghat Ditto 
Karankul ghat Ditto 
Badakul ghat Ditto 
Pataliparak ghat Mahanadi river 
Derabis .- Baburampatna Gobari river 
Panitar ghat Luna river 
Artamul Ditto 
Belarpur Gobari river 
Kurujanga | Ditto ° 
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Name of Community 
Development Blocks 


(1) 


Rasulpur 


Kujang 


Dasarathpur 


Dharmashala 
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Name of Ferry 


(2) 
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Name of River/ 
Nala/Lake 


(3) 





Brahmabarada Hat: 


Chandpur ghat 


Baliguda, Jagasapatra 


Samantrapur 
Gopalpur 

Kalan ghat 
Pahanga, Tikarpada 
Bhandua ghat 
Singhadia ghat 
Srichandanpur ghat 
Khasulidiha ghat 
Kayan ghat 


Arakhapada 


Badkayima 
Bhagabanpur 
Jenapur 
Areikana 


Sagadia ghat 


Brahmani river — 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Brahmani river 
Patia river 
Mahanadi rivet 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Baitarani river 


Kelua river 


Ditto 

Ditto 
Brahmani river 
Genguti river 


Sagadia Nala 
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Name of Community Name of Ferry Name of River/ 
Development Blocks | Nala /Lake 

(1) — 2) (3) 
Sukinda gs ~Gopal ghat | Brahmani river 
Raghunathpur .« Tarapur ghat Mahanadi river 


Brahmankhanda ghat Ditto 


Budhalinga ghat Ditto a 
Babujang ghat Chitrotpala river 


Uttarkul ghat Ditto | 
Mahammadpur ghat Ditto | 


Kadam ghat Hansua river 
Chikinia ghat Ditto 
Binjharpur .. Gajabangra ghat Kharasrota river 

Nuamahara ghat | Ditto 

- Banapur ghat Ditto 
Malipur ghat Ditto 
Routra ghat Ditto 
Chandramu ghat | Ditto 
Jagannathpur | Ditto 


Goudasahi ghat 


Guhali Boduapari ghat Ditto 


Ghantiali ghat Ditto 
Cuttack Sadar .. Kuakhat Kuakhai river 
Tinimuhani | Kathiodi river 


Ayatpur Mahanadi river 
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APPENDIX VI 
List of Circuit House, Inspection Bungalow and Rest Shed 


—_ 





Name of the Circuit House / Location Maintained by 
Tahasil Inspection Bungalow/ 
Rest Shed 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 





Narasinghapur .. Inspection Bungalow Narasinghapur Revenue Department 
(Indra Bhaban) 


Inspection Bungalow Narasinghapur Public Works 
Department 
Inspection Bungalow Nuagarh Public Works 
Department 
Inspection Bungalow Padmal, Irrigation Department 
(Basanta Bhaban) Narasinghapur 
Inspection Bungalow Baliput Forest Department 
Inspection Bungalow Balikiari Forest Department 
Rest Shed Champeswar Revenue Department 
Rest Shed Narasinghapur Revenue Department 
Rest Shed Saradhapur Revenue Department 
Athagarh .. Inspection Bungalow Athagarh Revenue Department 
Rest Shed Gurudijhatia Revenue Department 
Rest Shed Kakhadi Revenue Department 
Tirtol .. Inspection Bungalow Manijanga Irrigation Department 
Inspection Bungalow Kanakpur Public Works 
Department 


Inspection Bungalow Sankheswar _Irrigation Department 


Inspection Bungalow Jaipur Public Works 
Department 
Rest Shed Nuapada Irrigation Department 
Kanika .. Rest Shed — Rajkanika Revenue Department 
ee 
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Name of the Circuit House ; Location Maintained by 
Tahasil Inspection Bungalow/ 
Rest Shed 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Binjharpur .. Inspection Bungalow Binjbarpur Revenue Department 
Inspection Bungalow Singhpur Revenue Department 
Inspection Bungalow Bari Public Works 
Department 
Rest Shed Binjharpur Revenue Department " 
Rest Shed Alipur Revenue ‘Department 
Au: § .. Inspection Bungalow Aul Public Works 
Department 
Badamba .» Inspection Bungalow Abhimanapur_ Public Works 
Department 
Inspection Bungalow’ Sasanga Public Works 
Department 
Inspection Bungalow Badamba Revenue Department 
Rest Shed Badambagarh Revenue Department 
Rest Shed Sasanga Revenue Department 


Pattamundai .. Inspection Bungalow Pattamundai Works Department 


Inspection Bungalow Gogua Works Department 
Tigiria .. Rest Shed Tigiria Public Works 
Department 
Rest Shed Tigiria Revenue Department 
Kujang .. Circuit House Paradeep Revenue Department 


Inspection Bungalow Paradeepgarh National Highway 
Division 


Inspection Bungalow Taladanda Public Works 
Department 


Rest Shed Kujang Forest Department 
rrr RA 
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Name of the Tahasil Circuit House/Inspection Location Maintained by 
Bungalow /Rest Shed 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Banki Inspection Bungalow Banki Public Works 
Department 
Inspection Bungalow _ Baidyeshwar] Revenue Department 
Inspection Bungalow Ratagarh Revenue Department 
Rest Shed Banki Revenue Department 
Rest Shed Tulasipur Revenue Department 
Rest Shed Baraput Revenue Department 
Tangi-Chaudwar.. Inspection Bungalow Jagatpur Public Works 
Department 
Inspection Bungalow Tangi Irrigation Department 
Inspection Bungalow Nuapatna Irrigation Department 
Inspection Bungalow Biswanathpur Irrigation Department 
Guest House Chaudwar Orissa Textile 
Authority 
Guest House Chaudwar Thermal Station 
Guest House Chaudwar Kalinga Tube 
Niali Inspection Bungalow Niali Irrigation Department 
Inspection Bungalow Kantapada Works Department 
Rest Shed Gobindpur Revenue Department 
Kanika .- Inspection Bungalow Ostia Public Works 
Department 
Rest Shed Rajkanika Revenue Department 
Jagatsinghapur Inspection Bungalow Jagatsinghapur 
Inspection Bungalow Gadama 
Inspection Bungalow Balia 
Darpan Inspection Bungalow Pathrajpur Works” Department 
Inspection Bungalow Gopalpur Irrigation Department 
Inspection Bungalow Barachana Works Department 
Inspection Bungalow Chandikhol Revenue Department 
Inspection Bungalow Bairi Irrigation Department 
Rest Shed Dhanmandal Revenue Department 
Pilgrim Shed Chhatia Revenue Department 


a ee A 
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CUTTACK 


APPENDIX VII 


List of Telephone Exchange, type of Exchange and their capacity 


a hater et a = te mt 











Name of the Telephone Exchange Type of Capacity 
Exchange 
(1) (2) (3) 
1. Adhangagada SAX-25 25 lines 
2. Areikana MILT-64 56 lines 
3. Athagarh ESAX 192 lines 
4, Akhuapada SAX-25 25 lines 
5. Angalo SAX-25 25 lines 
6. Aul MILT-64 56 lines 
7. Bahugram MILT-64 56 lines 
8. Balikuda CDOT 88 lines 
9, Balitutha SAX-25 25 lines 
10. Bamnipal CDOT 88 lines 
11. Bank CDOT 88 lines 
12. Badamba MILT-64 56 lines 
13. Barang CDOT 88 lines 
14, Bari-Cuttack SAX-25 25 lines 
15. Barua SAX-25 25 lines 
16. Barundei SAX-25 25 lines 
17. Baulanga SAX-50 50 lines 
18. Bayalishmouza CDOT 88 lines 
. 19. Binjharpur — CDOT 88 lines 
20. Biridi CDOT 88 lines 
“21. Borikina SAX-25 25 lines 
ey 
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Name of the Telephone Exchange Type of Capacity 
Exchange 
(1) (2) (3) 

22. Brahmabarada CDOT 88 lines 
23. Chadaidhara SAX-25 25 lines 
24. Chhata SAX-25 25 lines 
25. Chhatia MILT-64 56 lines 
26. Choudakulat SAX-25 25 lines 
27. Chaudwar MAXII-+-CDOT 288 lines 
28. Cuttack-l PCX-BAR 12,000 lines 
29. Cuttack-II . ELOB-CRLU 1,000 lines 
30. Cuttack Tulasipur SAX-25 25 lines 
31. Daitart 
32. Dhanmandal CDOT-S12 176 lines 
33. Danpur CDOT 88 lines 
34. Duburi SAX-25 25 lines 
35. Erasama SAX-50 50 lines 
36, Gajendrapur CDOT 88 lines 
37. Gopalpur CDOT-2 176 lines 
38. Gobindpur SAX-25 25 lines 
39, Gurudijhatia CDOT 88 lines 
40. Indupur CDOT 88 lines 
41. Jagatpur MAXII+ CDOT 488 lines 
42. Jagatsinghapur ILT-512 376 lines 
43. Jaipur CDOT 88 lines 
44. Jajpur Road . MAXII+ CDOT 588 lines 
45. Jajpur town ILT-512 376 lines 
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ee te 





. Jakhapura 
. Jaraka 


. Kabatbandh 


. Kaduapara 


; Kalapathar 
$1. Kalhiapani 


Kanakpur 

. Kandarpur 

. Katikata 

. Kendraparha 
. Kendupatna 


7. Khuntuni 
. Kishorenagar 


. Korua 


Kujang 





ee 


(1) 


. Krishnanandapur 
. Kuakhai 
. Kuanpal 
63. Kuje 


64 Kumuda-Jaipur 


65. 
66. 
67. 
68. 
69. 
70. 


71 


WZ; 





Kundal 
Kusupur 


Moaakelperta 


Marshaghal 
Mauda 
Narendrapur 


Nuagan Hat — 


Nara singhapur 





CUTTACK 


Neme of the Telephone Exchange 


A EN te eS Se iE ED ST OO, EE Be at ey oO: 


Type of 
Exchange 


(2) 


SAX-25 
CDOT 


SAX-25 
SAX-25 


SAX-50 
CDOT 


CDOT 
CDOT 
CDOT 


ee a | ee 


Capacity 


(3) 


25 lines 


88 lines 


25 lines 


25 lines 


50 lines 
88 lines 


88 lines 
88 lines 


88 lines 


MAXII-- CDOT 488 lines 


SAX-50 

SAX-25 
CDOT 

MILT-64 


SAX-25 
CDOT 
SAX-50 


CDOT-2 


SAX-25 

SAX-25 
CDOT 

MILT-64 


CDOT-+ MILT 


CDOT 
SAX-25 
CDOT 


MILT-64 


50 lines 


25 ltnes 
88 lines _ 
56 lines 


25 lines 
88 lines 
50 lines” 
88 lines 
25 lines 
25 lines 
88 lines - 
56 lines 
88 lines 
88 lines 
25 lines 


88 lines 


56 lines 
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Name of the Telephone Type of Capacity 
Exchange Exchange 
(1) (2) (3) 
73. Niali . MILT-64 56 lines 
74. Nischintakoili «. MILT-64 56 lines 
75. Olatpur M ILT-64 56 lines 
76. Panikoili CDOT 88 lines 
77. Panchupandab CDOT 88 lines 
78. Paradeep MAXIT 800 lines 
79, Paradeepgarh CDOT 88 lines 
80. Patkura .. SAX-50 50 lines 
81. Pattamundai CDOT 88 lines 
82. Phulnakhara MILT-64 56 lines 
83. Raghunathpur MILT-64 56 lines 
84. Rajkanika MILT-64 56 lines 
85. Rajnagar MILT-64 56 lines 
86, Safa SAX-25 25 lines 
87. Salepur CDOT-2 176 lines 
88. Singhpur SAX-25 25 lines 
89. Sukinda MILT-64 56 lines 
90. Sungura .. CDOT 88 lines 
91. Talabasta SAX-25 25 lines 
92. Tangi .. CDOT 88 lines 
93. Tigiria-Nuapatna MILT-64 56 lines 
94. Tiran . MILT-64 56 lines 
95. Tirtol . CDOT+MILT 144 lines 
96. Tulsipur SAX-25 25 lines 


a ee a ear aan aati 
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CHAPTER VIII 
MISCELLANEOUS OCCUPATIONS 


The livelihood pattern of the people of the district is dealt with 
at length in the Chapter IX (Economic Trends). But these sectors 
by themselves do not give the entire economic picture of the population. 
The people of the district are also engaged in miscellaneous occupations, 
viz., public administration, learned profession, legal profession, medical 
profession, arts and science profession, domestic and personal services, 
etc. They constitute important viable groups. With the growth of 
urbanization and modernization, these occupations have also grown to a 
large extent. 


Attempts have been made right from 1872 Census to collect 
information on economic activities . of persons. The concept and 
definition adopted for economic classification of the population, 
however, varied from census to census. In the census operations 
conducted prior to 1961, income or economic independence was taken 
as the basis for assessing the economic characteristics of population. 
In the Census of 1961, a significant departure in the concept of 
economically active population, i.e., the workers, was made with a 
view to projecting the basic point on ‘actual work’ or ‘economic 
activity’ of an individual irrespective of income derived from such 
activity. This emphasis on ‘work’ as an important aspect of ‘economic 
activity’ also continued in the Census of 1971 with shght modifications 
in the concept of workers. In tle Census of 1981, the whole population 
was divided into three categories, viz, main workers, marginal workers 
and non-workers. The main worker was defined as a person whose 
main activity was narticipation'in any economically productive work 
by his physical or meatal actiyities and who had worked for 183 
days or more ina year. The Census of 1981 classified different groups 
of occupations, “ther than cultivators and agricultural labourers according 
to the National Classification of occupations (N.C. O.) and enumerated 
main workers accordingly. The number of such persons in different 
occupations according to N.C. 0. of 1981 Census is given below. 


Professional, Technica] and Related Workers 


Under this broad division there are several important occupations. 
These occupations with the number of incumbents are physical scientists 
51 ; physical science technicians 122; architects, engineers, technologists 
and surveyors 919; engineering technicians 4,016; aircraft and ship 
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officers 10; life scientists 463; life science technicians 188; physicians 
and surgeons 2,377; nursing and other medical and health technicians 
5,547; accountants, auditors and related workers 2,041; social scientists 
and related workers 1,833; jurists 2,344; teachers 31, 141; poets, authors, 
journalists and related workers 227; sculptors, painters, photographers 


and related creative artists 476 and composers and performing artists 
1,353. 


Administrative, executive and managerial workers 


Under this division of works the numbers of elected and legislative 
officials are 148; administrative and executive officials of Government 
and local bodies 2,814; working proprietors, directors and managers 
of wholesale and retail trade 1,075; directors and Managers of financial 
institutions 800 and working proprietors, directors and Managers of 
mining, construction, manufacturing, transport, storage, communication 
and other services 5,420. 


Clerical and related workers 


Under this division of work the numbers of enumerated clerica] workers 
are 35,138; village officials 2,784: stenographers, typists and card and 
tape punching operators 1,806, book-keepers, cashiers and related workers 
1,883; computing machine operators 121: transport and communication 
supervisors 1,414; transport conductors and guards 569; mail distribytors 
and related workers 2,116 and telephone and telegraph Operators 731. 


Sales workers 


Persons dealing mainly with sales, such as merchants, agents 
money-lenders and pawn brokers are enumerated under this division 
of work. They are merchants and Shop-keepers of wholesale and retail 
trade 42,793; agents of the manufactures 493; technical salesmen and 
commercial travellers 254; salesmen, shop assistants and related 
workers 13,978; insurance, real estate, securities and business service 
Salesmen and auctioners 450 and money-lenders and pawnbrokers 31, 


Service workers 


Coolies, domestic servants, barbers, washermen, sweepers, hotel- 
keepers, policemen, watchmen, Chowkidars, gate-keepers, tourist guides, 
etc. are groups under this division of work. There are hotel and 
restaurant keepers 3,521; house-keepers, matron, maids and stewards 
of both domestic and institutional 10,508; cooks, waiters and attenders 
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of both domestic and institutional 4,181; building caretakers, sweepers 
and cleaners 3,975; launderers, dry-cleaners and pressers 6,626; hair- 
dressers, barbers, beauticians and related workers 5,604 and protective 
service workers 10,503. 


Farmers, fishermen, hunters, loggers and related workers 

Dairy, forestry and plantation workers, hunters and fishermen 
are mainly enumertated in this division. They are farm plantation 
and dairy managers and supervisors 355, farm workers 11,639, forestry 
workers 6,538, hunters and related workers 15 and fishermen and 
related workers 7,549. 
Production and related workers and transport equipment operators 

Under this division a number of persons under different occupations 
have been enumerated. They are miners, quarrymen and well drillers 
4,168; metal processors 782; wood preparation workers and paper 
makers 1,093; chemical processors 418; spinners, weavers, knitters, 
dyers and related workers 21,302; tanners, fellmongers and pelt dressers 
20; food and beverage processors 18,427; tobacco preparers and tobacco 
product makers 5,057; tailors, dress-makers, sewers, upholsterers and 
related workers 6,800; shoe-makers and leather goods makers 396; 
carpenters, cabinet and related wood workers 7,337; stone cutters and 
cavers 1,416; blacksmiths, tool-makers and machine tool operators 
3,196; machinery fitters, machine assemblers and precision instrument 
makers (except electrical) 8,189; electrical fitters and related electrical 
and electronic workers 6,468; broadcasting station and sound equipment 
operators and cinema projectionists 185; plumbers, welders, sheet steel 
and structural metal preparers and erectors 3,520; jewellery and precious 
metal workers and metal engravers (except printing) 3,440; glass framers, 
potters and related workers 7,111; rubber and plastic product makers 
396; paper and paper board product makers 149; printing and related 
workers 3,420; painters 718; production workers in musical instru- 
ments, basket weavers and related workers 10,964: brick layers and 
other construction workers 5,592; stationery engines and related 
equipment operators, 2,644; materials handlingand related equipment 
operators, lockers and freight handlers 5,437 and transport fequipment 
operators 20,048. 

A comparative statement of the miscellaneous occupations in 
the Census of 1961 and 1971 is given as Appendix I to the chapter. 
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A comparative statement of the miscellaneous occupations in the Census 


of 1961 and 1971 


i a rt nr a 


SI. Occupational classifications 
No. 
(1) (2) 


1. Professional, technical and __ related 


workers: 
(a) Architects, Engineers and Surveyors 


(b) Chemists, Geologists 
physical scientists 


and other 


(c) Biologists, Veterinarians, Agroniomists 
(d) Physicians, Surgeons and Dentists 


(ec) Nurses, Pharmacists and _ other 


medical and health technicians 
(f) Teachers 
(g) Jurists 
(h) Social scientists and related workers 


(i) Artists, writers, poets, journalists and 
related workers 


(j) Ordained and non-ordained religious 
workers, Astrologers, Palmists and 
related workers 


2. Administrative, executive and managerial 
workers 


(a) Administrators and Executive Officers 


(b) Proprietors, Directors and Managers 





196] 
Census 


(3) 


19,928 


1,394 


316 
828 


l ,656 


8,894 
1,520 
461 


180 


4,517 


5,519 


4,582 


937 


Seer 


197] 
Census 


(4) 


34,662 


1,564 
25 


600 
1,994 


2,058 


15,606 
1,625 
2,709 


1,180 


3,916 


6,035 


4,160 


2,085 
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SI. Occupational classifications 
No. 
(1) (2) 


3, Clerical and related workers ° 
(a) Book-keepers and cashiers 
(b) Stenographers and typists 


(c) Office machine operators 


(d) Clerical workers and unskilled 


office workers 
4, Sales workers : 


(a) Wholesale and retail trade 


(b) Insurance agents 


(c) Agents, Commercial travellers and 
manufacturers 


(d) Salesmen and shop assistants 


(ec) Money-lenders and Pawn brokers 


5. Farmers, Fishermen, Hunters and Loggers : 


(a) Farmers, proprietors and farm 


managers 

(b) Farm workers 

(c) Hunters 

(d) Fishermen and related workers 
(ec) Loggers and other forest workers 


6. Miners, Quarrymen and related workers 





196] 
Census 


a 


1971 
Census 


(4) 





11,543 
260 
1,199 


555 


9,529 


33,977 


23,634 


426 


1,475 


2,210 
232 


29,159 


2,016 


20,186 
27 
4,000 
2,885 


1,100 


24,561 
1,160 
1,314 


610 


17,076 


36,529 


15,945 


215 


19,568 
170 


26,287 


966 
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Sl. Occupational elassifications 
No. 

(1) (2) 

7. Workers in Transport and Communi- 


cation occupations 


(a) Transport equipment operators 


(b) Conductors, guards, brakemen 
(Railway), traffic controllers, etc. 


(c) Telephone, Telegraph and related 
Telecommunication operators 


(d) Postmen and messengers 


. Craftsmen and production process 
workers 
(a) Spinners, weavers, knitters, dyers 


and related workers 


(b) Tailors, cutters, furriers 


(c) Leather cutters. pasters, shoe-makers 
and sewers 


(d) Furnacemen, rollers, drawers, black- 
smiths, moulders and related metal- 
making and treating workers 


(¢) Precision instrument makers, watch- 
makers, jewellers, etc. 


(f) Tool-makers, 
welders, 


machinists, plumbers 
platers, etc. 


(g) Electricians and electronic workers 
(h) Carpenters, coopers, etc. 


(i) Painters 


196] 
Census 


(3) 


12,923 


9,883 


20 


1,178 


231 


134,287 


30,005 


2,860 


167 


2,652 


Py 


2,073 


498 
7,092 


328 


197] 
Census 


(4) 


13,119 


9,825 


504 


545 


2,260 


105,111 


10,873 


3,172 


340 


3,280 


8,504 


3,396 


2,730 
6,782 


580 


f a a a a E 
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EE YN ET SE 


operators 


SI. | Occupational! clessifications 196) 197] 
No. Census Census 
Mo OO (4) 
(j) Bricklayers, Plasterers, masons, 8.759 3,980 

construction workers, stone cutters, 
etc. 
(k) Printing and related workers 493 4.106 
(1) Potters, Kilnmen, etc. 7,860 6,806 
(m) Millers, Bakers, Food and Beverage 21.016 $982 
makers 
(n) Chemical and related process workers 1,668 205 
(0) Tabacco preparers and product 2,996 3,508 
makers 
(p) Craftsmen, basket weavers, makers 9.417 7,106 
of scent, Attar, garlands of natural 
flowers, makers of rubber stamp, lac, 
bangles, etc. 
9. Service, Sports and Recreation workers 39,653 36,121 
(a) Police constables, guards, Chowki- 5,010 7,491 
dars 
(b) Hotel-keepers, § house-keepers, 13,737 13,781 
Cooks, Waiters, maid servants, etc. 
(c) Building caretakers, sweepers, water- 1,283 3,012 
men, etc. 
(d) Barbers, hair-dressers, beauticians 5,017 | 4.356 
and related workers 
(ce) Launderers, dry-cleaners, Dhobis, 12,895 7,55 
etc. 
(f) Photographers and related camera | 220 445 


A 
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ECONOMIC TRENDS 


LIVELIHOOD PATTERN 


Majority of population of the district are engaged in agricultural 
pursuits. According to the Census of 1931, out of total of 23,36,883 
Population, 5,35,148 persons derived their livelihood either as direct 
earners oras working dependents fromagriculture. 54,971 persons had 
agriculture as a subsidiary occupation. But these figures do not take 
into account large number of non-earning dependents. Besides, 1,22,494 
persons earned their living in various industries including 18,389 cotton- 
spinzrs and weavers, 12,309 carpenters and wood-workers, 4,361 
blacksmiths, metal-workers, 8,602 potters, 48,071 rice-huskers and grain- 
parchers, 21,939 tailors, washermen and barbers, and 5,801 workers in 
precious metals 5,216 workers were engaged in transport services and 
48,334 in trade, the majority being dealers in food-stuffs. The public 
services professions and liberal arts accounted for 18,279 and miscella- 
neous occupations including domestic service 47,545 persons. There 
were 14,033 beggars and vagrants without any occupation. 


According tothe Census of 1951, the total population was 25,29,244 
of which 74°87 percent depended upon agriculture for their livelihood. 
Of these, 54.42 per cent of the population were cultivators of land wholly 
or mainly owned and their dependents, 6°63 per cent were cultivators 
of land wholly or mainly unowned and their dependents, 10°63 per cent 
wers Cultivating labourers and their dependents and 3°19 per cent were 
non-cultivating owners of land, agricultural rent-receivers and their 
dependents. The remaining 25°13 per cent of the population who were 
dependent on non-agricultural occupation constituted 6°48 per cent, 
deriving their livelihood from production other than cultivation, 
3°54 per cent from commerce, 0°76 per cent from transport and 14°35 
percent from other services and miscellaneous occupations. 


In 1961, there were 10,07,267 workers in the district, which constituted 
32°91 per cent of the population. Besides, there were 20,53,053 persons 
treated as non-workers. Of the total working population, 5,13,179 persons 
were engaged as cultivators and 1,36,231 persons as agricultural labourers. 
Besides, 13,644 persons were engaged in mining, quarrying, livestock, 
forestry, fishing, hunting, plantations, orchards and allied activities, 
89,129 persons in household industry, 23,864 persons in manufac- 
turing other than household industry, 9,488 persons in construction 
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work and 33,281 persons in trade and commerce. In_ transport, 
storage and communication 14,166 persons were engaged. There were 
1,74,285 persons who followed other avocations not enumerated above, 


In 1971, there were 10,52,075 workers who constituted 27°49 per cent 
of the population. 27,75,603 persons (72°51 per cent) weretreated as non- 
workers. Ofthe total workers, 5,04,098 persons wereengaged as_ cultiva- 
tors and 2,78,144 persons as agricultural labourers. Besides, 19,815 
persons were engaged in livestock, forestry, fishing, hunting, plantation, 
orchards and allied activities, 1,586 persons in mining and quarrying, 
70,633 persons in manufacturing, processing, servicing and repairs, 5,280 
persons in construction, 49,568 persons in trade and commerce and 
21,002 persons in transport, storage and communications. 1,01,949 
persons belonged to other services not enumerated above these categories 
of works. 


The reason for the sharp decline in the participation rates in 
comparison with the Census of 1961 could partlv be attributed to the 
change in the definition of workers adopted for 1961 Census. According 
to 1971 definition, a man or woman who was engaged primarily in house- 
hold duties, or a student attending an institution even if such a person 
helped in the family economic activity but not as full time worker, 
was not treated as a worker for the main activity. Application of this 
test has resulted in non-inclusion, particularly in the rural areas, of a 
large number of house-wives and students as workers in 1971 Census, 
although they had been classified as such in 1961 Census. 


In the Census of 1981, there were 12,79,792 main workers, 71,865 
marginal workers and 32,77,143 non-workers. Their percentage to total 
population was 27°65, 1°55 and 70°80 per cent respectively. Of the total 
main workers, 5,72,321 were cultivators, 3,03,443 agricultural labourers, 
40,122 were engaged in household industry, manufacturing, processing, 
servicing and repairs and 3,63,906 in other works such as mining and 
quarrying, construction, trade and commerce, transport, storage and 
communication, etc. 


In the Census of 1981, the whole population was divided into three 
categories, namely main workers, marginal workers and non-workers. 
The main worker was defined as a person whose main activity was 
participation in any economically productive work by his physical or 
mental activities and who had worked for 180 days or more in a year. 
The marginal workers were those who had worked for less than six months 
in a year. The persons who had not participated in any economically 
productive activity physical or mental, were termed as non-workers. 
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GENERAL LEVEL OF PRICES 


The tremendous rise In the price of rice, the staple food-stuff of the 
district can be gathered from the figures of the decennial price averages 
given below. The principal rise occurred between 1855 and 1865, the 
figures for the former year being 51°7870 kg. to a rupee, and that of the 
latter 22°2730 kg. to a rupee. In the great famine (Na’Anka) year of 1866, 
the figure was 9°1070 kg. to a rupee which indicates how enormously 
the price of rice rose with the outbreak of the famine. The steady rise in 
prices was attributed to the improvement of communications bringing 
the district into touch with outside markets and allowing the culti- 
vators to participate in the export trade. However, this reason is not 
applicable for the year 1866 due to great famine in Orissa which took a 
heavy toll of human and animal lives. The following table shows 
the upward trend of the decennial price level of rice from 1837 to 


1930 : 





Period Kilograms per rupee 
1837—46 - 40°3099 
1847—56 on 54°0638 
1857—66 3 26°6679 
1867—76 - 25°0723 
1877—86 ‘i 19°8377 
1887—96 i 17°0010 
1901—-10 bs 13°1007 
1911—20 em 9°0137 
1921—30 ‘i 80619 


ae ae en ne ere ee ee ee 
SOurcE : Bihtr and Orissa District Gazetteers (Cuttsck) E.R.J.R. 
Cousins, 1933, p, 144. 
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The prices of other articles of common consumption had also increased 
eonsiderably. The following table shows the rise in prices of other 
articles between the year 1911 and 1930: * 


Name of articles Quantity Price (in rupee) 

Se) 

1911 1930 

Wheat Per kg. 3°38 5°69 
Dal Ditto 2°24 (10°00 
Salt Ditto 1°81 2°50 
Ghee Ditto 43°53 82°50 
Cotton Ditto 19°00 34°29 
Tobacco (leaf) Ditto 10°19 17°13 
Sugar Ditto 4°96 8°00 
Kerosene oil Per tin 1°75 3°37 


—— = ne ee 


The district had a period of distress in various forms in the period 
1935-36 to 1951-52. Ruinous floods and poor harvest contributed to the 
rise in prices. The steady rise in the prices was also contributed partly 
to the increase in communication facility through railways and roadways. 
In 1943-44, there was a phenomenal rise in the prices of agricultural 
produce resulting from conditions of the Second World War and the famine 
in Bengal. In 1944, price control committees were formed for fixing 
the maximum price of all essential commodities. Price lists were circulated 
and hung at prominent places for the information of the public. However, 
it was thought at first that this sharp rise might be only a temporaiy 
phase, but the prices started stabilising at the high level without any 
prospect of recession. The common man was hit hard and it was 
good enough to break the backbone of the middle and the lower 
middle class people. 





* SourcE: Bihar and Orissa District Gazetteers (Cuttack) E.R. J.R. 
Cousins, 1933, p, 144. 
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The following table shows the harvest prices of certain important 


crops for the period 1935-36 to 1951-52 : 





(Kilograms per rupee) 
Year Name of commodities 
peice teas os ieee iN chee i Ee: ee 
Rice Wheat Gram Rapeand Jute Tobacco Sugar- 
mustard cane 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
1935-36  13°980 4 12°197 = 66" 786 ie 7 12°695 
1936-37 15°296 oe 14°579 9°193 a = 11°276 
1937-38 15°297 aa 14°929 8° 294 - = 11°484 
1938-39  15°172 a es 5'742 6°736 
1939-40  10°087 9°331 a 7° 464 2° 332 9331 
1940-41  10°425 8°782 os 6'786 5°638 8°782 
1941-42  8'°993 
1942-43 7°727 3°110 3°110 3°732 3°732 1696 3°262 
1943-44 7°464 2°488 2'488 1°914 2°488 0° 407 2°816 
1944-45 6°347 3°928 3°447 1°877 1°866 =: 0°: 233 2°447 
1945-46 9°059 3°100 2° 447 1°877 1°866 0°373 2°447 
1946-47 4°147 2444-2447 1408 1244 —-0°466 1658 
1947-48  3°245 2°073 1°658 1°408 1244 0414 1°658 
1948-49  3°245 2'073 1°658 1°408 1° 244 0° 373 1°658 
1949-50 = - 2° 666 2073 1°658 1°333 1066 8 0°373 1.492 
1950-51 2°87] 2°488 1°866 1°696 0°933 0° 414 1°866 
1951-52 -2°874 1°866 1'966 1°492 1°244 0°414 1°866 


ee 





SOURCE; Orissa Statistical Abstracts published by Directorate of Statistics & Economics, 


Orissa, Bhubaneshwar . 
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However, the rise of prices during the decade 1952 to 1961 was 
not as drastic as in the decade 1942to 1951. Butthe common man 
was hit hard and was worse off during 1952-61, because the increase 
in the price index in this decade, though comparatively small, came on 
the top of the price spiral of the decade preceding, the cumulative 


effect of which was felt severely by the common consumers. 


The following table shows the working class consumer price index 
numbers from 1952 to 1962 for Cuttack taking 1949 as the base year: 


(Base 1949: 100) 





Ee 








Pertod Food Fuel and Clothing, Miscell- Al items 
lighting bedding,etc. ancous 

Ci) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

1952 110 95 120 107 109 
1953 1038 96 98 112 107 
1954 98 103 94 1 160 
1955 97 101 96 112 99 
1956 107 102 95 110 106 
1957 109 100 114 120 110 
1958 115 100 112 135 116 
57 116 107 Lis 136 118 
1960 126 117 128 145 {27 
196] 127 137 135 153 13] 
1962 137 140 144 156 139 


i 
CouRCE : Oring. Stitistical Abstracts published by Directorate of 
Statis‘ics 2ad Ec: nomics, Crissa, Bhubancehwar. 
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The average wholesale prices in 1960 were paddy (common variety) 
3.390 kg., rice(common variety) 2.014 kg., wheat 2.347 kg., blackgram 
2.403 kg., greengram 2.082 kg., mustard 1.166 kg., potato 2.321 kg., onion 
2.666 kg., chilly (dry) 0. 397 kg., jute 1.142 kg., and tobacco 0.179 kg., per 
rupee. The upward trend of the price level continued without any 
prospect of recession. The expenditure on account of developmental 
programmes and FiveeYear Plans created high inflation of money 
in the country as a whole. To add to the miseries the people of the 
district suffered most from cyclones, heavy floods, drought and whirl- 
winds. The cyclone of October 1971 surpassed all previous cyclones 
of last hundred years causing heaviest loss of human life, livestock 
and property. The devastation caused by heavy floods in 1972-73 
and the drought of 1974 caused serious loss of crops. In 1978, the 
crop was damaged due to hurricanes, hail-storms and cyclone. In the 
next year} drought and flood caused heavy loss to crops. On account 
of these factors the prices of all commodities rapidly grew higher. 


The following table shows the wholesale price (in rupees per quintal) 
of some important commodities from 1973 to 1979: 








Commodities Years 
19731974. 1975. 1976 ~-'1977+~ «1978 1979 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
Rice 121°73  186°60 215°88 167701 160°48 155°91 169°70 
Wheat 88°48 130°84 14995 145°14 140°54 13480 144°94 
Blackgram 156°39 168°73 182°89 185°49 228°58 24363 236°59 
Greengram 179 27 = 209°04 21419 170°52 20910 270°24 311°92 
Arhar Dal 221°15 258°54 26964 199°74 357°69 458°90 437°29 
Mustard 245°64 358°83 265°16 227950 475°68 43014 384°41 
Sugar 352°68 42549 435°72 451°78 405°03 287°98 276°31 
Salt (White) 15°43 22°31. 30°01 =: 1819): 18°6t = 26°83: 29°45 
Tobacco 951°77  958°69 932°15 1,471°52 1,421°47  894°60 891°99 
Jute 132°87  119°52 140°25 163°22 189°42 18491 195°48 


a a a ee 


SOURCE : Food and Civil Supplies Department, Government of Orissa, 
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The following table shows the retail (in rupees per kilogram) of 
some important commodities from 1973 to 1979 : 








Commodities Years 


1973 1974 1975 1976 1977 1978 1979 





(1) (2) G3). 4 (3) (6) (7) (8) 
Rice ei 1°25 1.94 2°24 1°72 1°65 1°64 1°82 
Wheat Hi 0°95 1°35 1°57 1°48 1°45 1°40 1°54 
Ragi ig 1°10 1°44 =1°60 1°23 1°28 17. 111 
Greengram a3 1°98 2°29 2°26 1°99 277 2°78 3°25 
Bunt es ye & 2°89 2°57 1°95 219 2°65 2°79 
Arhar Dal és 2°42 3°06 2°88 2°25 3°27 4°85 4°62 
Salt _ es 0°21 0°29 0°27 0°25 0°26 0°37 0°40 
Kerosene (per litre) 0°82 1.22 124 1°35 1°37 1°39 1°56 


Cloth (per metre) .. 264 357 3°46 337 8=6©3'43 = 3°60 3°69 





The working class consumers’ price index number measures the overall 
changes in the retail prices of goods and services purchased by working 
classes taking 1949 as the base year. This index has shown an increasing 
trend. The priceindex of food-group increased by 65'7 per cent during 
the period 1970-79. The general index also increased by 73'5 per cent 





during the same period. 
*SOURCE Food and Civil Supplies Department, Government of Orissa. 
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The tollowing table shows the working class consumer price index 
numbers for Cutiack Centre versus All-India from 1970 to 1979 (Base 
Year 1949: 100). * 


Year Cuttack All-India 
ada - NA 
Food. Genera! Food General 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1970 - 268 257) 23) 224 
197] es 269 259 230 23) 
1972 we 286 278 250 245 
1973 ; 308 289 304 287 
1974 a 371 347 376 369 
1975 ia 412 391] 413 390 
1976 4 363 358 363 360 
1977 ba 400 389 397 390 
1978 os 418 409 400 400 
1979 - 444 446 419 425 


— re yar arn ny ee Sa SP i 


The consumers’ price index number was arrived for urban non-manual 
employees based on the family budget survey carried out in 1958-59 at 
forty-five selected urban centres of the country. Cuttack-Bhubaneshwar 
and Sambalpur are such two centres selected for Orissa. This price index 
Shows an increasing trend except 1976 and during the ten years (1970 to 
1979), the price index increased by 83 per cent in Cuttack-Bhubaneshwar 
centre taking 1960 as the base year. 


*Source ‘Labour Bureau, Ministry of Labour, Government of India. 
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The following table shows the consumer price index number for 
urban non-manual employees during the years 1965 to 1979*: 
(Base Year 1960 : 100) 


2 Aree ne = ket i ea 





Year Cuttack-Bhubaneshwar Centre 
1965 14] 
1966 151 
1967 | 162 
1968 167 
1969 168 
1970 174 
1971 181 
1972 194 
1973 212 
1974 257 
1975 | 272 
1976 266 
1977 286 
1978 298 
1979 | 319 





Towards 1981 the prices of all foodgrains and essential commodities 
rose further. The wholesale prices of rice (common variety), wheat, 
greengram, blackgram, Arhar Dal, Kulthi, Bunt, sugar, groundnut oil, 
mustard oil and Vanaspati (ghee) were Rs. 220°00, Rs. 190°00, Rs. 425-00, 





*SourRceE ‘Central Statistical Organization, New Delhi. 
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Rs, 235°00, Rs. 488°00, Rs. 165°00, Rs. 390°00, Rs. 76U'00, Rs. 1,440°00, 
Rs. 1,525°00 and Rs. 1,445.00 per quintal respectively. The retail prices 
ofthese commodities during the same year were Rs. 2°30, Rs. 2°10, 
Rs. 4°50, Rs. 2°60, Rs. 5°25, Rs. 1°86, Rs. 440, Rs. 8°00, Rs. 15°25, Rs. 16°25 
and Rs. 15°00 per kilogram _—_— respectively. The upward price line continu- 
ed steadily and in 199! the wholesale prices of the above commodities 
wece Rs. 459'0), Rs. 442°09, Rs. 822'00, Rs. 800°00, Rs. 1,674°00, Rs. 365°00, 
Rs. 827°54, Rs. 91809, Rs. 2,973°-36, Rs. 3,909°20 and Rs. 4,065°66 


per quintal respectively. 


The following table shows the working class consumer price index 
of Cuttack from 1981 to 1989 (Base year 1949: 100). 











Year Food Gencral 
(1) (2) (3) 
1981 547 548 
1982 586 597 
1983 696 682 
1984 728 739 
1985 792 $15 
bias $10 872 
ve 849 919 
nae | 956 1,018 
989 959 1,028 
a ee Se pee eee ee ee 


Source; Labour Bureau, Simla. 
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The following table shows the price index of urban non-manual 
employees of Cuttack/Bhubaneshwar. * 


(Base year 1960:100) 


EE 


a FN 


Year Price Index 

(1) (2) 
| - : 

1982 437 

1983 492 

1984 519 

1985 556 

1986 606 

1987 645 


—$_—_—— 


Taking into account the years between 1981 and 1991, the per 
cent of increase in the wholesale prices of rice, wheat, greengram, 
blackgram, Arhar Dal, Kulthi, Bunt, sugar, groundnut oil, mustard 
oil and Vanaspati (ghee) were 10454 per cent, 132°63 per cent, 93°41 
per cent, 243°03 per cent, 121°21 per cent, 112°18 per cent, 20°78 per 
cent, 10645 per cent, 155°73 per cent and 181°42 percent respectively. 


GENERAL LEVEL OF WAGES 


In 1805, sawyers, stone-cutters and tailors were paid Rs.4°00; 
bricklayers, blacksmiths, carpenters and Gharamis (thatchers) got 
Rs.3°00 and grass-cutters, sweepers and other menial servants Rs. 2°00 
a month. Since the beginning of 20th century the movement of wages 
for the principal classes of labourers showed an upward trend. 


* Source : Indian Labour Journal 
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The following table shows the level of wages for the period 1910 
to 1930. 








Class of labourers Wage rates per day (in rupee) 
fe a =F 
1910 1920 1930 
Blacksmith .. O50to 1:00 0°62 to 1°12 0°75 to 1°25 
Mason . 0°50 to 075 0°62 to 1:00 =~ 0°75 to 1°25 
Carpenter .. 0°50 to 0°75 0°62 to 1°00 O75 to 1°25 
Gharami .. 0°20 to 0°25 0°25 to 0°37 0°31 to 0°50 
Unskilled 
labourer .. O19 0°25 0°31] 
Ploughman .. O19 0°25 0°31 


The figures inthe above table relate to labourers in the towns. 
In the rural areas the village artisans and labourers were remunerated 
for the most part in kind than in cash. The village carpenter, black- 
smith, washerman and barber were regarded as servants of the 
community, and generally held service lands known as Desheta Jagir, 
which were free of assessment and were hereditary as long as the 
services connected with them continued to be performed. In addition, 
they used to recelve an annual contribution from each household, 
which was generally about 14ke. of paddy per plough (or equivalent 
in form of paddy sheaves at harvest time) in the case of the black- 
smith and the carpenter, and the same amount per headinthe case of 
the washerman and barber. The vast majority of agricultural labourers 
were paid in kind. Generally there were two categories of agricultural 
labourers, viz., Haliyas or Kothiyas and Mulias. The first category 
were permanently employed, and were bound to their employers by a 
nexus of debt which they must discharge before they left their service. 
They received about Rs. 5°00 to Rs. 10°00 a year in cash,or Re.0°12 to 
Re. 0°19 adayin cash, or 2°100 to 2°800 kg. of paddy, onthe days 
on which they worked. If he did not sleep onthe premises of the 
employer, he was given a small plot on whichto build a house and 
one-fifth toa quarter of an acre of land which he was allowed to 
cultivate with seeds and ploughs provided by his employer. He was 
also allowed from the harvest 4 to 8 sheaves of paddy for each acre 
Ploughed and 8 to 12 sheaves for each acre reaped. The women and 
children added tothe family earnings by casual labour in the fields, 
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The second category was agricultural labourers, and were generally paid 
in kind, the daily wage being sufficient paddy to yield 2°300 to 2°800 
kg. of rice. When paid in cash the usual wage was about Re. 0°31 
a day. Some of them had a little land of their own for cultivation. 


As regards cash wages, particularly in the towns, it increased 
enormously. But wages in kind, measured in terms of grain, remained 
practically stationary during the last hundred years. To unskilled 
workers, however, who could rarely hope to earn more than a bare 
subsistence wage due torise in prices 1n foodgrains, the system of 
payment in kind had its advantages and the majority of them 
preferred it. 


In the post-Independence period, during 1954-55, an economic 
survey was conducted bythe Government of Orissa. It was observed 
that inthe rural economy a large number of families derived their 
main source of livelihood by earning wages in farm and non-farm 
occupations. The survey showed that majority of labourers, i. e., 
90°20 per cent were employed on casual basis. Labourers engaged on 
monthly and annual terms constituted 0°98 per cent and 8°82 per cent 
respectively. A labourer onthe average got work for 332 days a 
year which was the highest among all the districts of the state. 
During this period, with the risein prices of foodgrains, the wage 
level also increased. A carpenter got onan average Rs. 2°67, a cobbler 
Rs. 2°70 and a blacksmith Rs. 2°65 per day during the year 1956. Field 
labourers and herdsmen were paid Rs.1'09 and Re.0°59 respectively. 
Other agricultural labourers, such as, those who water the fields, carry 
loads and dig wells etc., were paid at Rs. 1°09 per day. In 1960, the 
wages were enhanced further with the rise in prices. The skilled 
labourers such as carpenter, cobbler and blacksmith got Rs. 3°30, 
Rs.3°70 and Rs.3°21 respectively. Male agricultural labourers got 
Rs. 1°39, women Rs. 1°03 and children Re. 0°74. Other agricultural 
labourers got Rs. 1°43 per male, Rs.1°10 per female and Re.0°80 per 
child. A herdsman, whose work was grazing the cattle, got Rs.1°45 
per day. Towards 1965, the wages were enhanced further and the 
skilled labourers such as carpenter, cobbler and blacksmith got 
Rs.3°65, Rs.3°80 and Rs.3°25 respectively working 8 hours a day. 
The agricultural labourers got: males Rs.1°67, females Rs.1°31 and 
children Re.0°75 for working 8 hours a day. Other agricultural labourers 
such as those who water the fields, carry loads and dig wells, etc., 
got Rs.1'50 per male, Rs.1'25 per female and Re.1°00 per child. A 
herdsman got Rs.1°25 per day. With the continuous rise in the prices 
of food and non-food articles the wage rates also enhanced. 
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Taking into account the years 1980 and 1990, the percentage of 
Increase inthe wage level in between these two years was 190, 215 
and 152 for carpenter, cobbler and blacksmith respectively; 
185, 166 and 208 for men, women and children respectively for field 
labour; 176, 149 and 177 for men, women and children respectively 
for other agricultural labourers; and 196 for herdsmen. 


The Minimum Wages Act, 1948 is a Central Act and provides 
for fixing/revising minimum wages in certain employments. This Act 
came into force with effect from the 15th March, 1948. Undei this 
Act the State Governments have been authorised to fix/revise the 
minimum rates of wages in different employments which are included 
in the schedule of the Act. In order to cover a large number of 
workers employed in different types of employments, the State 
Government / Central Government areadding different types of employ- 
ment to the schedule ofthe Act and fixing/revising minimum rates 
of wages from time to time primarily on consideration of rise in the 
consumers’ price index. The daily rates of minimum wages with 
effect from the Ist January, 1991 were fixed for semi-skilled workers 
at Rs. 30°00, for skilled workers at Rs. 35°00 and for high-skilled 
workers at Rs. 40°00 per day. The daily wage for unskilled workers 
are fixed at Rs. 25°00. The adult employee shall work for eight 
hours per day excluding half an hour rest period. There shall not be 
any discrimination between male and female workers in matters of 
payment of minimum wages in any category of employment. At 
present (June 1992) in Cuttack city the average daily wages of 
labourers engaged in construction works are mason Rs. 45°00, carpenter 
Rs. 45°00 and unskilled worker Rs. 25°00. 


STANDARD OF LIVING 


Cuttack is one of the coastal districts of Orissa characterised by 
summer, high humidity nearly all the year round and good seasonal 
rainfall. In comparison with other districts, it is the most thickly 
populated district. It is a fertile country traversed by many large 
rivers which throw out anetwork of distributaries sometimes reuniting 
and sometimes bifurcating as they pass across the plains. 


Early Period 


Agriculture was the mainstay of a large section of the people. 
The inhabitants produced enough and were not wanting in the 
necessaries of life. It is understood from inscriptions and land-grants 
that the royal treasury was full of gold, silver, pearls and precious 
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stones, while the country grew rich in foodestuifs and other ectables 
and wearables. Irrigational facilities enhanced the productivity of the 
soil. A number of crafts and industries such as weaving, dyeing, 
metal-work, jewellery, itvory-work, wood-work, stone-work, pottery, 
tanning, etc. were abundantly — practised. Among them 
weaving, metal-work and stone-work were very popular. Internal 
and external trade flourished particulary under the Somavamsis and 
the fater Gangas. The metallic currency available during this period 
was mainly gold and silver. This would suggest that these coins 
were also used bythe people though cowry constituted the most 
popular currency that were used along with metallic coins as the 
medium of exchange. Briefly speaking the economic condition of 
the people was prosperous. 


Medieval and the pre-Independence period 


In 1568 A. D., Orissa went into the hands of the Afghan rulers and 
with the loss of her political independence, the economic condition of 
the people also began to decline. Moreland observes, “the working 
of the administration was next to the rainfall, the most tmportant 
factor inthe economic life of the country’. This observation holds 
good to understand the economic life ofthe people in medieval period. 
The frequent changes in the administration of Orissa during — this 
period impaired the standard of administration and prevented con- 
tinuity of policy with regard to agriculture and commerce. Apart 
from the patterns or system of administration the influence of personal 
equation, Le., attitudes and activities of the local administrative per- 
sonnel was afactor which determined the economic life of the people 
in practice. Itis observed that Dewans sometimes proved oppressive 
and extorted so much revenue from the raiyats that their condition 
became precarious. The revenue collectors were appointed on the 
Principle of highest bidding during the Dewanship of Muhammad 
Nashim Khan (1661—63) which resulted inthe increase of revenue in 
two-fold or three-fold. The raiyats being unable to pay such inflated 
revenue demands deserted their homelands. Inthe field of commerce 
the privileges of trade acquired bythe foreign trading companies from 
one ruler or other became ineffective unless these were renewed 
by every new incumbent and this renewal could not be obtained 
without offering considerable presents. In 1673, the English factors 
complained that Malik Qasim, the Governor, extorted money from 
the inhabitants and put a stop to aimost the whole trade and the 
Situation became such that the merchants left the place in despair. 
As a consequence, Thomas Bowrey (1669—78) found the people of this 
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area in extreme poverty. Alexander Hamilton’s reference in 1708 
to a large number of beggars also throws light onthe unsatisfactory 
material condition of the people. But side by side with the poor 
people there lived a class of opulence consisting of the 
Subahdars, zamindars, high officials and the like. Contemporary 
accounts indicate that the main diet of the people consisted of the 
same articles as of today. As rice was the major crop, it was the 
staple diet of the common people. The (Chandimangal (1751-52) 
mentions that various kinds of curries, prepared from vegetables 
were also taken bythe people. Sweets and fruits were included in 
the diet of distinguished persons or guests. As fish was available 
in plenty, it was also included inthe diet. The wide cultivation of 
betel leaves points to the fact that the people were in the habit of 
chewing pan (aq). Production of liquor presupposes _ its 
consumption by the local people, but the religious sentiments had 
acted against its large scale consumption. The climate being hot, 
people usually wore light garments, a dhoti by the male and a sari 
(without bodice or blouse) by the female. The dwelling places of 
the people in genera! were small cottages made of mud walls and 
thatched roofs. The houses: in certain places, however, were of a 
better sort. Thomas Bowery found the houses inthe city of Cuttack 
to be good and costly. Tieffenthaler also found both huts and stone 
buildings at Cuttack. This is corroborated by Ghulam Hussain 
Tabatabai (1782) who also mentions that Governor’s palace and the 
houses of the nobility and principal citizen of Cuttack situated on the 
bank of Kathjodi were handsome in appearance. 


Wretched as the State of Orissa had been under the Mughals, a 
half-century of even worst agony remained to be borne under the Marathas. 
The administration of the Marathas, according to Andrew Stirling, was 
fatal to the welfare of the people end the prosperity of the country. 
The plunderings of the Maratha soldiers created a terror among the 
people. But the Maratha rulers were more sympathetic towards the 
Hindu people than their predecessors, the Mughals and their successors, 
the British. 


The British, soon after their conquest, started experimenting with 
various revenue systems which caused immense hardship to the people. 
Lnconsistent and oppressive policy of the Government resulted in miseries 
and sufferings of the people to a great extent. Owing to the lack of proper 
investigation into the land tenure system and the resources, there was 
over assessment of taxes which resulted in heavy arrears every year. 
The ultimate burden of over assessment fell upon the poor cultivators 
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which broke the economic backbone of the people. Maddox in his 
final report on the 1897 Settlement wrote; ‘“‘The general opinion of the 
officers who have for years worked among the people and gained their 
confidence is that 80 per cent of the rural population are more or less 
permanently indebted tothe mahajan, proprietory tenure holder or 
zamindar”’. 


The decade 1901 to 1910 was not at all prosperous. Series of floods, 
failure of crops and outbreak of epidemics occurred leading to large scale 
migration of men out of the district in search of work. In 1907, Kendra- 
parha subdivision was the worst flood affected area and in the following 
year the coastalarea was flooded by salt water from the sea. Cuttack sub- 
division experienced shortage of food. The effect of all these adverse 
conditions resulted in the rise of prices which resolutely told upon the 
economic condition of the people. The first half of the next decade was 
a period of steady prosperity in spite of seasonal floods but thereafter 
the world war and succession of natural calamities visited the district. 
The disastrous epidemic of influenza appeared in 1918 and lingered for 
a longer period which was more than in any other districts of the state. 
Failure of monsoon resulted in reducing stocks of foodgrains,while prices 
were increasing on account of war conditions. The last two years of 
the decade brought more severe floods and more disastrous epedemics 
of cholera, dysentery and fever. Scarcity of foodgrains was felt all over 
the district and particularly in Banki, Narasinghapur and Badamba areas. 
The next decade (1921—30) was a period of distress in various formes. 
The aftermath of war was effectively felt in every field of activity. There 
were natural calamities resulting from floods necessitating extensive 
distribution of Taccavi loans and gratuitous relief. The decade (1931—40) 
was not free from adversities. Ruinous floods occurred in 1933, 1934, 
1937, 1939 and 1940. The flood of 1937 was the highest in the living 
memory causing several breaches in embankments and spreading sand 
over cultivated lands and causing damage to crops. Other floods of the 
decade also caused considerable damage to crops. In 1936, Jajpur 
Subdivision was subjected to the devastation of a cyclone, greatly damaging 
crops, while the lower regions of the district were overrun by tidal waves. 
There was partial failure of crop in 1933,1937 and 1939, and the harvest 
of 1940 was very poor. Inspite of these adverse conditions the people 
were engaged in agriculture, industry and other avocations. The district 
had to pass through unfavourable time in various ways during the decade 

1941-50. There were high floods in 1941, 1943, 1947, 1949 and 1950. 
The flood of August 1943 was particularly damaging as all the three 
Principal rivers of the district were in spate simultaneously. The flood 
of 1947 was also very high which destroyed the standing winter paddy. 
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Due to these reasons the outturn of crops in the years 1943,1947 and1950 
was poor. Prices rose steeply. Rising prices certainly tell upon the 
standard of living. Those of the low-income group and particularly those 
with fixed salaries, suffered the most. Cost of both food and non-food 
articles had gone up to a level at which it became difficult for the majority 
of the people to make both ends meet. 


Post-Independence period 


The post-Independence period is a period of economic reconstruction 
and social justice. The peroid 1951—60 was a period of economic prosperity. 
A major part of the district was covered by the Community Development 
Blocks. Improved methods of agriculture were adopted and marketing 
of agricultural produce through co-operative societies gained momentum. 
Agricultural loans through Land Development Banks and co-operative 
societies helped the agriculturists at the time of their need. Chaudwar 
emerged as an industrial town with the establishment of large-scale 
industries. Small-scale industries developed considerably in the 
Cuttack city and its neighbourhood. An industrial estate was establi- 
shed where Pilot Projects were started by the the State Government 
in co-operation with private entrepreneurs. Medical facility was extended 
to rural areas, besides the expansion of S.C. B. Medical College 
Hospital at Cuttack. When the developmental schemes of the First 
Five-Year Plan was running in full swing a set back was caused by the 
devastating flood of 1955 which brought untold misery to some people 
due to breach in the embankment known as “Dalai Ghai’. The 
distress caused by the flood was soon forgotten in the following years 
with agricultural prosperity and developmental activities resumed 
in full swing. The construction of bridges over the Mahanadi and the 
Birupa were commenced. An Express Highway connecting Sukinda 
mining area with the Paradeep port was taken up. Construction of 
Paradeepport was also started. Thus, the agricultural advancement 
combinedwith industrial developments and the all-round progress of the 
district enhanced the material condition of the people to a large extent. 


In a sample survey* in 1954-55, investigation was conducted to 
collect information about the size of the income of rural families. As 
majority of the population live inrural areas, a broad picture of rural 
income indicates the average level of income of the district. In this 
survey family was taken as aunit and the data revealed that the average 


——— 





* Economic Survey of Orissa, Vol. 1, by Sadasiv Misra. 
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annual income per farming family was Rs. 478°71. Next to the 
farming families in numerical importance are, the households who 
depend primarily and many of them wholly on wages by working in 
firm or in non-farm occupations. Their average annual income per 
family was Rs. 267°42. The data revealed that the level uf tncome of 
the professional workers such as barbers, washermen and priests was 
around Rs.200°00 ayear. Trade in ruralareas isalso a family occupa- 
tion. A trading family had also other subsidiary occupations which provide 
them substantial additional earnings. Nevertheless, the net earnings 
from trade which was the main occupation of the family was in average 
Rs.299'70 per year in 1954-55, This clearly indicates that the families 
pursuing these occupations belong to the low-income group. 


A family budget enquiry was conducted in 1960. The design 
of the survey was one of the stratified systematic sampling. The 
data showed that cereals claimed 27 per cent of the total consumption in 
the rural areas as against 24°5 per cent inthe urban areas. Milk and 
milk-products claimed a lower proportion in rural area than in the 
urban. Other food itemis constituted 17 per cent in the tural family 
budget as against 40 per cent in the urban budget. In non-food items 
the urban people spent a greater proportion of their total expenditure 
than their counterparts in rural areas. As one would expect cercal 
consumption in therural areas was chiefly if «uon-eash terms 
while in the urban areas it was incash terms. This clearly indicates 
that urban people buy most of their cereal requirements while rural 
people depend on home-grown stock or that obtained in exchange 
of goods and services. As regards milk and milk-products, more or 
less, an even distribution was prevalent between cash and non-cash 
consumption in the rural areas while in the urban areas cash 
consumption constituted the only factor. Milk which the villagers 
produce was generally taken to towns for consumption. In respect 
of fuel, light,toilet and sundry goods non-cash consumption was very 
meagre. For miscellaneous goods, services, durable and semi-durable 
goods cash consumption both inrural and vrban areas was of over- 
Whelming proportion. 


The Planning Commission suggested for studying the level of 
economic growth with the help of economic indicators. Economic 
indicators provide valuable guidelines for correctly identifying the 
level of development and proper planning. Seventeen economic 
indicators have been selected for assessment of the relative level of 
development. These are grouped under four major development 
sectors, viz., (a) agricultural development,(b) industrial development, 
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(c) infrastructural development and (d) human resources development. 
After computing all four sectoral average indices of the district composite 
indices were formulated. The composite indices of development of 
1972-73,1973-74, 


the district for the years 
1976-77 were 13,257, 


12,311, 


12,689, 


which were higher than the state average. 


1974-75, 1975-76 and 
11,867 and 12,604 respectively 


The above composite indices indicate the overall development of 


the district. 


But it is also useful to take into account the relative 
levels of growth of different development sectors. 
taole shows the indices for the four broad 


The following 
sectors of development. 


The figures within brackets indicate the position of the district in 


the state economy 


oS RS 


in respective years. 


Year 
Sector oo nen hy 
1972-73 1973-74 "4974-75 1975-76 1976-77 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

Agricultural Develop- 10,166(3) 9,441(3) 9,442(3) 8,442(3) 8,677(3) 
ment 
Industrial Develop- 787(5) 745(5) 985(6) 955(6) 1,246(5) 
ment 
Infrastructural 1,122(2) 1,132(2) 1,117(2) 1,143(2) 1,141(2) 
Development 
Human _ Resources 1,182(4) 993(4) 1,122(5) 1,327(4) 1,540(4) 


Development 


The following table shows the rankings of the indices of the district 
in four individual sectors from 1977-78 to 1983-84. 





Year 
Sector co ee KE ES 
1977- 78 1978-79 1979-80 1980-81 1981-82 1982-83 1983-84 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
Agricultural Develop- 3 4 3 4 4 3 3 
ment 
Industrial Develop- 5 5 5 6 6 6 6 
ment 
Infrastructural Develop- 2 2 2 2 Z 2 Z 
ment 
Human Resources 5 4 4 2 2 2 2 
Development 





The above tables indicate that the general economic condition of 
the people of the district was good. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


ECONOMIC TRENDS 507 


In the recent years the unprecedented increase in the prices of various 
articles of daily consumption and housing accommodation have hit hard 
the urban people. In towns the number of houses has not increased tn 
proportion to the growth of their population. However, shops dealing 
in grocery, cloth, stationery, oil, fuel, betel, steel and wooden furniture, 
utensil, medicine, optical goods, books and journals, hotels and 
restaurants, electronic goods, readymade garments, cutomobile spare 
parts, repairing works, etc. have sprung up like mushrooms. 
The urban area presents a picture of all the socially significant 
sections of the people from the unskilled labourer to the 

well-to-do and the much affluent class. The impact of urban life and 
modern msans of communication has considerable effect on the food 
habits and luxuries of tha rural people. Many fashtonable articles like 
motor-cycles, cars, jeeps, trucks, scooters, radios, transistors, electric 
fans, gas stoves, pressure cookers, textiles of wool and synthetic yarn, 
cycle-rickshaws, clocks, microphones, cameras, tractors, water-pumps, 
television sets, telephones, etc. have made their way into the rural areas. 
With the expansion of communications businessmen are able to despatch 
their goods to remote countryside. Consequently, shops selling varicty 
of goods, bothluxury and essential have now appeared in almost all villages. 
Tailoring shops, readymade garment shops, cycle-repatring shops, 
hotels and tea shops are coming up in every village. With more money 
In the hands of the cultivators and laborers the use of wheat, sugar, ee2 


ims 


fish, meat, milk-products, fruits and vegetables, cic. by them is beng 
noticed. Most of the villages have been electrified, peeca houses with 
reinforced concrete cement roofs have been constructed by the well-to-do 
iamilies . Model houses have been built by the Community Dovelop- 
mont Blocks and the District Rural Development Agency. The standard 
of living of the people is improving duc to the adoption of improved 
agricultural techniques, execution of irrigation projects, use of improved 
sceds and manures, and above all, general consciousness and awareness 
created through different agencies of the Government. The vartous 
development programmes of the Government and spread of education 
cvoke an urge for improvement and progress among the masses and the 
ruralities are now being attracted to non-agricultural and technical avo- 
cations. With the availability of co-operative credits, bank loans and 
Government loans the cultivators find an easy way to escape from the 


clutches of private money-lenders who charge a high rate of interest. 
The Savings Bank facility in Post Offices and Gramya Banks are 
inducing many people to keep their savings in Pass Book. With the 
nationalization of Banks, people have been benefited at large by getting 
Cash loans for productive and self-employment purposes. 
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District Rural Development Agency 


In 1971-72, the Marginal Farmers and Agricultural Labourers 
Development Agency (MFAL) was created with the aim of improving the 
socio-economic condition of marginal farmers and agricultural labourers 
through increased agricultural production. The MFAL Development 
Agency was converted into a composite project and renamed as Small 
Farmers’ Development Agency (S F DA) in December 1976. Sub- 
sequently, the S F D A programme has been merged with the Integrated 
Rural Development Programme (IRDP) and the agency was renamed as 
District Rural Development Agency (DRDA) from October 1980. 


The DRDA is the nodal agency at the district level for implementa- 
tion of different anti-poverty programmes. The main object of DRDA 
is to generate additional income for the rural poor through self-employ- 
ment and wage-employment schemes. Keeping above objectives in view 
programmes like Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP), 
Economic Rehabilitation of Rural Poor (ERRP), Rehabilitation of Bonded 
Labour (RBL), National Rural Employment Programme (NREP), Rural 
Landless Employment Guarantee Programme (RLEGP), Jawahar Rojgar 
Yojana (JRY), Indira Awas Yojana (JAY), Million-Wells Scheme (MWS) 
and Special Foodgrain Production Programme (SFPP) are being imple- 
mented by DRDA®* at the district level. 


Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP) 


The Integrated Rural Development Programme is a centrally spon- 
sored anti-poverty measure designed for eradication of rural poverty. It 
is being impiemented since 1980-81 in the district. The programme is 
funded by the State and Central Governments on equal proportions, 
i.e., 50:50. The strategy for IRDP is to assist the beneficiaries with 
the family income of less than Rs. 4,800 per annum, so that they can 
raise the family income above the poverty line,i.e., Rs. 6,400 as 
fixed by the Government of India during the seventh Five-Year Plan 
period. Under the programme it is required to formulate a block plan 
keeping in view the available infrastructure and potential for development 
in different sectors of activity and link up with other development 
programmes to improve effectiveness of IRDP in raising the beneficiaries 
above poverty line. The poorest of the poor are required to get priority 
for coverage under IRDP. The families in income range of Rs. 3,501 to 
Rs. 4,800 can only get assistance after allthe families having annual income 


SR  — ————— 
*Figures are taken from the official report of District Rural Development Agency, 
Cuttack. 
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lass than Rs. 3,509 are covered. However, this restriction is not applicable 
for coverage of families for second dose assistance. The eligible bencefici- 
aries are assigned different income generating works under primary, 
secondary and tertiary sectors. The important income generating schemes 
are based on agriculture, minor irrigation, horticulture, land development, 
animal husbandry, sericulture, bee-keeping, rural industries, services 
and business. Income generating assets are supplied with bank loans 
and subsidics from DRDA. 


The pattern of subsidy in the eighth Five-Year Plan is same for the 
Scheduled Caste and the Scheduled Tribe families. Accordingly the 
Scheduled Caste andthe Scheduled Tribe families are entitled to fifty 
per cent of the project cost as subsidy subject to a ceiling of Rs. 5,000 per 
family. For other families the pattern of subsidy is 25 per centfor small 
farmers and 33% per cent for marginal farmers, agricultural labourers, 
non-agricultural labourers and rural artisans. This is subject to a ceiling 
of Rs. 3,000 per family in non-DPAP areas and Rs. 4,000 in DPAP areas. 
The limit of subsidy is not fixed for individual irrigation projects. 


During the sixth Five-Year Plan period (April 1980 to March 1985) 
as against the target of 1,23,000 families 1,39,774 families living below 
the poverty line were assisted out of which 40,577 families belonged 
to the Scheduled Castes and 3,585 families belonged to the Scheduled 
Tribes. During the seventh Five-Year Plan (April 1985 to March 1990) 
as aganist the target of 73,755 families, 1,26,312 were assisted, out of 
Which 36,157 families belonged to the Scheduled Castes and 4,455 families 
belonged to the Scheduled Tribes. During the year 1990-91 as against 
the target of 15,011 families, 22,530 families were assisted, out of which 
1,268 families belonged to the Scheduled Castes and 713 familics to the 
Scheduled Tribes. During the year 1991-92, a target of 14,219 families 
lo get assistance was fixed by the Government. But 14,412 families 
Were assisted, out of which 7,428 families belonged to the Scheduled 
Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. Group Insurance Scheme for IRDP 
beneficiaries was introduced since 1st April, 1988. Ifa beneficiary of 
IRDP dies within a period of five years from the date of receipt 
of assistance the nominee would receive Rs. 3,000 and if the death is. 
due to an accident the nominee would receive Rs. 6,000 from the 
life Insurance Corporation of India under this scheme. 
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The following table gives the physical achievement under IRDP 
from 1980-81 to 1991-92. 


nr ee i EL A EL RR ey 


Year Target Achievement 

A. > 

Total S.C. S. T. 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1980-81 = 24,600 20,802 1,661 59 
1981-82 - 24,600 12,512 2,719 254 
1982-83 24,600 50,890 17,707 1,518 
1983-84 a 24,600 31,504 9,687 800 
1984-85 os 24,600 33,116 8,803 954 
1985-86 a 12,300 23,033 6,060 718 
1986-87 as 12,300 21,493 5,972 849 
1987-88 “a 16,500 45,720 13,038 1,587 
1988-89 a 6,29] 7,457 2,31] 721 
1989-90 es 26,264 28,609 8,776 580 
1990-9] - 15,011 22,530 7,268 13 
1991-92 is 14,219 14,412 6,763 665 


on FOS A fF gS SS c= > PSP wh — wf 





* Economic Rehabilitation of Rural Poor (ERRP) 


The State Government introduced in 1980-81 the ERRP 
programme for providing economic assistance to the  pecrest 
families living in rural areas. The aim was to assist onanaverage 10 per 
cent ofthe families ina village. Though the centrally sponsored ~RDP 
covers all the families living below the poverty line, the poorest among 
them living in destitute condition cannot take the burden of loan under 
IRDP. They are, therefore, assisted under the State Plan Scheme of 
ERRP with a high subsidy rate. It was stipulated that families having 
no income generating assets of any kind and having annual income less 
than Rs. 1,200 per annum would be eligible for assistance under ERRP. 
Special emphasis under this programme was placed on land-based schemes 
including annual cropping, plantation of orchards and pisciculture. 
This scheme involved a small amount of loan and were mostly subsidised. 
Animal husbandry scheme and non-agricultural employment scheme 





*Source : Publication of District Rutal Development Agency, Cuttack, 
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could also be provided with bank finance with rate of subsidy higher 
than permissible under IRDP. During the seventh plan period 
certain modifications were made for the eligibility criteria of the ERRP 
beneficiary. Accordingly, the income limit for selection of families was 
raised from Rs.1,200 per annum to Rs.2,000 per annum. On an 
average twenty families or 20 per cent of the families whichever is higher 
are selected for assistance and preference is given to the Scheduled Caste 
and the Scheduled Tribe families as wellas poor artisans. Preference is 
given to pisciculture, handloom, mulberry, sericulture, waste land 
development and poultry programmes. Destitutes with annual income 
not exceeding Rs.1,200 are given low-cost schemes costing not more 
than Rs.1,000 without linking to bank loan. It carries subsidy up to 
Rs.750 andthe balance of unit cost was to be contributed by the 


beneficiary from his own resources. This scheme has since been 
discontinued. 


The following table indicates the performance of ERRP Programme 
from 1980-81 to 1990-91. 











Year Total Target Physical achievement 
on ——*. —* 
Total Scheduled Scheduled 
Castes Tribes 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1980-81 oe 3,508 2,631 858 148 
1981-82 10,701 12,058 4,690 922 
1982-83 25,691 16,417 7,282 891 
1983-84 19,982 25,196 10,975 916 
1984-85 21,000 6,300 2,153 327 
1985-86 6,026 6,151 2,041 271 
1986-87 13,000 17,139 5,981 759 
1987-88 19,000 35,575 12,851 1,774 
1988-89 7,000 8,647 3,027 248 
1989.90 3,040 2,609 2,609 oi 
1990-91 a 1,397 1,397 es 
Total 1,28,948 1,32,320 53,864 6,256 


a 
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Rehabilitation of Bonded Labour (RBL) 


This is a centrally sponsored scheme to which State Government’s 
contribution was 50 per cent upto sixth Five-Year Plan period. Each 
bonded labour was allowed asum of Rs. 4,000/- for his rehabilitation. 
Subsequently, the sum was increased to Rs.6,350/- including Rs.500/-as 
subsistence allow2nce. The rehabilitation is being done mostly in progra- 
mmes like IRDP, ERRP, etc. A total number of 5,372 bonded 
labourers were identified tillthe end of March 1992 of which 5,229 
were rehabilitated. The balance 143 persons were not considered to be 
bonded labourers after scrutiny. Out of the total rehabilitated bonded 
labourers; 1,810, 438 and 2,981 belonged to the Scheduled Castes, the 
Scheduled Tribes and people belonging to other castes respectively. 
The total expenditure incurred for rehabilitation up to 1991-92 was 
Rs. 203'18 lakhs. There is no more identified bonded labourer to be 
rehabilitated in the district. 


National Rural Employment Programme (NREP) 


The National Rural Employment Programme which replaced the 
Food For Works Programme was started in October 1980 and became 
a part of the sixth Five-Year Plan from the Ist April, 1981. It was imple- 
mented asa centrally sponsored scheme on 50:50 sharing basis between 
the Centre and the State. The NR EP was designed to generate 
additional gainful employments for the rural poor both men and women 
who were either unemployed or under-employed. It was also envisaged 
to improve the overall standard of living of the rural people through 
supply of foodgrains at subsidised rate as part of the wages. Under 


the scheme the labourer should not get wage less than the statutory mini- 
mum wage fixed for the occupation. Toincrease nutritional status 
of the rural labourers, a part of the wage is provided in terms of food- 
grains, ie., rice and wheat at subsidised rates. The minimum wage 
component should be 50 per cent of the project cost. The maximum 
limit for material component was 50 per cent. In any project if material 
component cannot be adjusted within 50 per cent of the project cost, 
the balance amount shall have to be located from other sources. The 
work should be implemented by a village leader selected by the Village 
Committee. Engagement of contractor was banned. Twenty-five per 
cent of annual ailocation should be earmarked for social projects. Besides, 
10 per cent of the total allocation was earmarked for the benefit of the 
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes. 
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The year-wise details of NREP from 1982-83 to 1988-89 are given 
below: 


en ere ee 








Year Opening Allotment Total Expenditure Balance Man-days 
Balance Funds generated 

available (in Jakhs) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (3) (6) (7) 

1982-83 136°04 136'04 52°92 {20°11 882 
1983-84 12011  203°48 = 32359 52°18 [71°41 19°17 
1984-85 171°41 226°49 397°90) 286° 86 111°04 25°32 
1985-86 Li1°Q4 247°50 358°54 263°09 89°45 19°75 
1986-87 89°45 328°28 417-73 383°6} 34°12 22°90 
1987-88 34°12 392°04 426° 16 426'16 23°50 
"1 983-89 269° 63 269° 63 336° 46 67°33 20°92 
*The NREP was closed and merged with Jawahar Rozgar Yojana 


with effect from the 31st March, 1989. 


Rural Landless Employment Guarantee Programme (RLEGP) 


The Rural Landless Employment Guarantee Programme ( RLEGP ) 
was launched onthe 15th August, 1983 with cent per cent centrai assistance. 
The main objects of the programme were (a) to improve and expand employ- 
ment opportunities particularly for the rural landless labourers with a 
view to providing guarantee of employment to at least one member of 
rural landless households up to hundred days in a year and (b) to create 
productive and durable assets for direct benefit to the poor which in the 
long run willraise the income of the rural people. The projects proposed 
to be implemented in RLEGP were formulated by the State Government 
and forwarded to the Central Government for approval. Funds were 
released to the State Government for implementation of the Pro- 
gramme after the Central Government’s approval. In RLEGP, 25 per 
cent of the funds were earmarked for social forestry and 10 per cent for 
works which would benefit to the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled 
Tribes. Funds were also earmarked each year for construction of micro 
habitats and houses for the Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes 
and freed bonded labourers under Indira Awas Yojana. Besides, funds 
Were also provided for construction of sanitary latrines. 


eee 


*Source : Publication of District Rural Development Agency, Cuttack. 
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The expenditure incurred in respect of RLEGP from 1983-84 to 
1988-89 is given in the following table. 





rn ar ts ee 


Year Opening Allotment Total Expenditure Balance Man-days 
Balance Funds generated 
available (in lakhs) 

() 2) (3) (4) (3) (6) (7) 


ne es ee - seme cee ee 





ca er rere ernment 


1983-84 = 24°31 24°31 a 24°31 

1984-85 24°31) 261°56 285°87 97°66 188°21 7°28 
1985-86 188°21 150°32 343-53 198° 28 145°25 15°21 
1986-37 145°25 254° 22 399° 47 23216 | 167°34 14°38 
1987-88 167°31 253°87 423°18 419°47 3°71 wr i2 
1988-89 37] 326°71 330° 42 237° 64 92°78 12°30 


= 5 A EP ya RE oS SG SF <P u A “UR 6 rc EN ._— — 


*The RLEGP was closed and merged with Jawahar Rozgar Yojana 
with effect from the 31st March, 1989. 


Jawahar Rozgar Yojana (JRY) 


Towards the end of the Seventh Five Year Plan two rural employ- 
ment generating programmes, viz, NREP and RLEGP were merged 
into a single employment generating programme called “Jawahar Rozgar 
Yojana”. The expenditure on implementation of this programme is to 
be shared on 80: 20 basis between the Central Government and the State 
Government including the value of foodgrains. The central assistance 
under the new programme is released directly to the DRDA in two 
instalments on the basis of prescribed criteria. While allocation of funds 
in favour of State Government was decided on the basis of poverty criteria, 
the allocation to the district was made on the basis of backwardness 
criteria, namely percentage of agricultural labourers, percentage of rural 
Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes population to the total rural 
population and inverse of the agricultural productivity. 


After deducting the amount specified for ‘Indira Awas Yojana’ (IAY) 
from the total allocation, the DRDA would earmark the balance funds 
between the Gram Panchayats and the DRDA in the ratio of 80: 20. 
The distribution of funds to the Gram Panchayats was made on the 
basis of population. 


~ 
—. 


omens or es 





ee ae er ee ee ee ee we em ee ee 


*“SouRCE: Publication of District Rural Development Agency, Cuttack. 
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Fifteen per cent of the funds out of the share of DRDA and Gram 
Panchayat each could be set apart towards administrative expenditure 
and maintenance of assets. The remaining eighty-five per cent of the funds 
available with the DRDA can be utilised for completion of incomplete 
projects taken up earlier under NREP/RLEGP andin case of 
Gram Panchayats it would be spent in the following ratio: 


(i) Economically productive assets 35 per cent 
(ii) Social Forestry works 25 per cent 
(iii) Individual beneficiary scheme for 15 per cent 
SC/ST including Million Wells 
Scheme 
(iv) Other works including roads and 25 per cent 
buildings | 


This earmarking was, however, indicative and if the Gram Pancahyat 
so desires, it could make changes in the sectoral expenditure except in case 
of schemes meant for direct benefit to the Scheduled Castes and the 
Scheduled Tribes. Two or more Gram Panchayats could pool their 
resources together to take up works of common benefit. 


The year-wise details of JRY from 1989-90 to 1991-92 are given in 
the following table. 


(Rs in lakhs) 








Year Opening Allotment Total Expendi- Balance Man-days 

balance funds ture generated 

available (in lakhs) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 

ee ee ee 

1989-90 i 24°95 1,529°91 1,554°86 855'92 698°94 36°36 

1990.9] os 698°94 1,470°72 2,169°66 1,735°30 43436 38°96 

1991.99 ae 434°36 1,546°09 1,980°45 1,899°87 80°58 44°50 


a ee 
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Indira Awas Yojana (LAY ) 


The Indira Awas Yojana Scheme for construction of houses for the 
Scheduled Castes and the Scheduled Tribes and freed bonded labourers 
under RLEGP was launched during the year 1985-86. The unit cost 
of construction of each house was Rs. 6,500/- and additional amount 
of Rs. 1,000/- was provided for each house in difficult terrains. A sum 
of Rs. 3,000/- is provided per house towards infrastructure development. 
Besides, a sum of ‘Rs.300/- is given towards insurance charges. Thus, 
the total cost of each house was Rs.10,800/-. Due to escalation of price, 
the cost of each house has been increased to Rs.12,300/-. The achievement 
under this scheme in the district is given below: 


Year Target No. of IAY houses 
completed 

(1) (2) (3) 
1985-86 os 500 * 
1986-87 - 460 490 
1987-88 7 460 383 
1988-89 4 477 569 
1989-90 Sa 833 562 
1990-91 a 972 651 
1991-92 = 3,0&0 . 1,982 

Total a 6,782 3,637 


Due to devastating flood the State Government have decided for 
construction of houses under the Indira Awas Yojana (Flood) Scheme 
for the washed away dwelling houses of the Scheduled Caste and the 
Scheduled Tribe families below poverty line. In 1991-92, a sum 
of Rs. 190'50 lakhs was allocated. But, 1,186 houses were constructed 
with an expenditure of Rs. 159°33 lakhs in 1991-92. 


Million Wells Scheme (MWS ) 


The Million Wells Scheme was started from the Ist April, 1988. 
The object was to create employment and to improve the productivity 
of the land. As supply of water is an important factor for agricultural 
production it was decided to construct open irrigation wells free of 
cost for the small and marginal farmers belonging to the Scheduled 
Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and freed bonded labourers which would 
enable them to go in for multiple croppings. 
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Figures for the target and the achievement made from 1988-89 
to 1991-92 are given below. 





‘Year Target Achievement 
(1) (2) (3) 
1988-89 ue 1,870 852 
1989-90 ic 935 83 
1990-91 - 2,581 32 
1991-92 2,315 1,441 


Special Foodgrains Production Programme (SFPP ) 


The SFPP was implemented since Ist April, 1988.This programme 
is meant for increasing agricultural production of small and marginal 
farmers. Under the Central Sponsored Programmes, small and marginal 
farmers are proposed to be assisted for increasing agricultural production. 
The small and marginal farmers are provided with minor irrigation 
facilities along with land development and provision of minikits package 
in an integrated way so that agricultural production could go up along 
with increasing productivity ofthe land holding of the small and 
marginal farmers. Under this programme, dug wells and shallow 
point tube-wells are executed alongwith pumpset energization for 
increasing irrigation facilities for them. 


Daring Sixth Five Year-Plan period, 57,644 small and marginal farmers 
Were assisted and Rs. 210°05 lakhs were utilised. From 1985-86 
to 1989-90 an amount of Rs. 795°06 lakhs were utilised by assisting 
80,619 small and marginal farmers. During the year 1990-91, 5,908 
small and marginal farmers were assisted utilising Rs.216'51 lakhs. 915 
dug-wells and 2,796 shallow point tube-wells were constructed during 
the year. During 1991-92, 2,770 small and marginal farmers were assisted 
With the utilisation of Rs. 131°07 lakhs and 635 dug-wells, 1,539 bore- 
wells and 7 deep tube-wells were constructed. 


Training Rural Youth for Self-Employment (TRYSEM ) 


TRYSEM is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme funded by the Central 
Government and the State Government on 50:50 share basis. Under 
the scheme the rural youth in the age group 10 to 35 years are selected 
for training which enables them to take up self-employment. Fifty 
Per cent of the trained youths should be from the Scheduled Caste and 
the Scheduled Tribe families and forty per cent should be from among 
the womenfolk. In 1991-92, 6,405 persons were trained of which 
9213 persons were rehabilitated. 
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Yocational Guidance 

The Vocational Guidance Unit is functioning under the charge of 
trained officers in vocational guidance. The two Employment Officers 
(Vocational Guidance) visit different schools and educational institutions 
and deliver career talks, conduct career meetings, etc. so that the 
candidates will be able to choose a profession of their choice. 


Thefollowing table shows detailed information onthe achievements 
done under the vocational guidance during the period 1986 to 1991. 


a ttn rr a A tt i A 








a errr ee ae el il a 


a re ee re ae = a 





Sl, Item of work 1986 

No. 

(1) (2) (3) 
1. Number of candidates received individual guidance ms 87 
2. Number of candidates received registration guidance 3,932 
3. Number of candidates received individual information 3,627 
4, Number of old cases received from Live Register + 131 
5. Number of persons participated in group discussion 1,712 
6. Number of visitors to career information room as 9,258 
7. Number of applicants/particulars of applicants forwarded for 

(a) Training ee ss 

(b) Apprenticeship ss 256 

(c} Scholarship/Higher studies - ~ 
8. Number of guided applicants placed in 

(a) Training “a es 

(b) Apprenticeship ae be 

(c) Scholarship/Higher Studies he oa 

9. Number of group discussions held e8 330 

10- Number of career talks held is 14 

11. Number of visits to educationa! institutions ie 14 

12. Number of establishments visited for development of job/training/ 39 

apprenticeship 
1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 
(4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
116 187 184 153 178 
6,092 6,094 6,406 5,839 5,837 
4,73] 6,252 4,697 1,909 1,695 
378 343 369 220 140 
2,127 1,865 1,537 2,649 1,537 
13,328 14,398 11,724 10,411 9,387 
1,031 463 234 1,500 1,060 
1 - : 
1] 7 6 
505 431 429 581 362 
56 47 46 34 18 
55 47 46 34 25 
144 126 109 61 22 
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The Vocational Guidance Unit is also providing counselling assistance 


to the candidates belonging to the Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled 
Tribes and the physically handicapped persons. 


The following table shows the number of Scheduled Castes, the 
Scheduled Tribes and the physically handicapped persons registered, 
sponsored and provided jobs during the period 1986 to 1991]. 


Submission, placement and registration of the Scheduled Castes, 


the Scheduled Tribes and physically handicapped candidates during the 
period 1986 to 199] are given below, 











Item 1986 1987 1988 
cle eetatint eet eine TE enero EE oe eae 
S-C. §S.T. P.H. S.C. S.T. PH. S.C. S.T. PH. 
(1) (2) G © (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) 
1, Submission 4.906 2,534 410 3,620 1,654 187 3,364 1,082 308 
2. Placement - 370 113 6 320 75 19 218 38 25 
3. Registration 3,553 335 182 3,317 326 168 4.024 242 225 
1989 1990 1991 
eh my coo | in 
S.C. ST. PH. S.C. §.T.  P.H. S.C. S.T. P.H. 
(11) (12) (13) (14) (15) (16) (17) (18) (19) 
ee pe ee 
8.882 1.943 348 4,445 978 173 2,408 1,72) 23 
16) 66 18 298 21 37 171 71 12 
5,942 496 199 5,038 386 


198 4,314 299 


se a 


245 
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Employment Market Information 


The Employment Market Information Unit (EMI) 1s functioning 
under an Employment Officer. He undertakes a periodic assessment 
of the demand and supply position ofthe labour force in the district. 
For this purpose aquarterly return is obtained from the employers of 
both public sector and private sector establishments engaging more 
than twenty-five persons. 

The following table shows the number of establishments and the 
employment position during the period 1986 to 1991.* 





Year Number of esta- Total number of Number of women 





blishments employees employees 
Se ae pees sey ' incr aLeCa. 
Public Private Public Private Public Private 
sector sector sector sector sector sector 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
1986 — 644 300 93,641 10,600 5,937 642 
1987 on 646 301 95,532 10,725 6.114 651 
1988 ae 658 312 96,945 10,671 6,238 608 
1989 671 316 96,845 11,784 6,899 870 
1990 = 695 306 99,452 11,404 7,714 844 
199] <2 802 322 =1, 16,823 13,785 10,755 933 


~ The Special Employment Exchange, Paradeep is under the control | 
ofan Employment Officer. He is assisted by one Junior Employment 
Officer, one Senior Clerk, two Junior Clerks, two Peons and one 
Chowkidar. 
The following table shows the number of registration, placement and 
the Live Register during period 1986 to 1990.** 





Year Registration Placement Live Register 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
1986 6,606 550 28,060 
1987 5,350 967 23,338 
1988 3,567 246 19,168 
1989 4,185 203 18,338 
1990 3,395 11] 15,336 








Besides the opportunities created for getting employment through 
the Employment Exchange, the Government is also implementing several] 
anti-poverty programmes for generating additional gainful employments 
tor the unemployed and the underemployed persons inrural sector. The 
spportunities of getting employment and the man-days created through 
these programmes have been dealt under the heading “Economic 
Upliftment Progrsmmes” of this chapter. 





* Source: Report of the District Employment Exchange, Cuttack. 
** Tdid. 
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Cuttack becanie a separate district in 1829 and was kept in charge 
ofa Collector. The subdivisional system was introduced in 1859 when 
the district was divided into Sadar, Jajpur and Kendraparha subdivisions. 
After merger of the princely states in 1948, Athagarh subdivision 
was formed and added to the district. This subdivision comprised 
the ex-States of Athagarh, Tigiria, Narasinghapur and Badamba. In 
1965, Sadar subdivision was divided into two subdivisions with the 
creation of Jagatsinghapur subdivision. This subdivision comprised 
the police-stations of Jagatsinghapur, Balikuda, Tirtol and Erasama. 
The Sadar subdivision was again divided when Banki area was detached 
from it to become a separate subdivision in 1969. All the subdivisions 
are under the control of the Subdivisional Officers now designated as Sub- 
Collectors. 


Administration at the district level 


Before Independence, the Collector belonging to the cadre of the 
Indian Civil Service was invested with great powers and authority. 
He was supported by the British Government in all his actions dealing 
with local problems. He was expected to display unquestionable loyalty 
to the Government, collect revenue and maintain law and order. After 
Independence, he lost muchof his old colonial authority and was no 
longer considered as the ruler but merely servant of the people. He 
was entrusted with more responsibilities. Subject to the control of the 
Government, the Board of Revenue and the Revenue Divisional 
Commissioner, he is in overall charge of the general, revenue, develop- 
ment and law and order administration of the district. In the wake 
of launching of the five-year post-war development schemes in Orissa 
With effect from the commencement of the financial year 1947-48, the 
Co-ordinating role ofthe District Collector in formulating and executing 
development plans in his district was for the first time defined in Book 
Circular No. 2, dated the 10th November, 1946. In order to ensure 
Close contact between the Collector and all other agencies implementing 
the development plans, District Development Committee was constituted 
with the Collector as Chairman and district level officers and the 
elected representatives of the people such as M. L. A.s, and Chairman 
of the District Board as members. For proper implementation of all 
Major Programmes of development and particularly, all the schemes 
under five-year plans, Government in Book Circular No. 34, dated the 
llth September, 1953 decided to form two separate committees at 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


524 CUTTACK 


the district level, namely the District Development Committee and the 
District Development Board.: In both the committees, the Collector 
acted as the Chairman. In order to discharge his co-ordinating role 
effectively, the Collector was given necessary administrative power over 
the district level development officers like approval of their tour 
programmes and tour diaries, writing of confidential character rolls, 
calling for their explanation in respect of any lapses in their part, etc. 


The primary function of the Collector, as indicated by his very 
‘designation, was to collect the land revenue and other dues of the Govern- 
ment. But in the changed set-up as the captain of the development team, 
collection of revenue is no longer the primary function of the Collector. 
With the constitution of the Zilla Parishad on 26th January, 1961 under 
the Orissa Panchayat Samiti and Zilla Parishad Act, 1959, he became 
subordinate to the elected Chairman of the Zilla Parishad but with the 
abolition of the Zilla Parishad with effect from the ist November, [968, 
(Zilla Parishads have since been revived under the Orissa Zilla Parishad 
Act, 1991 which came into force with effect from Ist November, 1993, 
but election thereunder has not yet taken place.) his 
pre-eminence as captain of the team of development officers was revived. 
‘The supervising role of the Collector as the agent of the State Government 
in the district was reaffirmed by a Resolution, dated the 26th August, 1970 
by the Government. In this Resolution the Government revived the 
District Development Committee with the District Magistrate as its 
Chairman consisting of officials only as in the Book Circular No.34, 
The highest officers of the district representing each of the departments 
of the Agriculture, Co-operation, Forest, Veterinary, Welfare, Roads and 
Buildings, Public Health, Engineering, Industries, Irrigation, Bureau of 
Statistics and Economics are members of this Committee and the District 
Development Officer under the Collector acted as the Member-Secretary 
of this Committee. 


In another Resolution, dated the 14th November, 1970 the District 
Development Advisory Board which was re-named asthe District Develop- 
ment Board was re-constituted with the Collector as Chairman and the 
Members of Legislative Assembly and Members of the Parliament of the 
district, Chairmen of the Panchayat Samitis of the district, Chairmen 
of the Municipalities and Notified Area Councils, Presidents of the Central 
Co-operative Banks, President of the Land Mortgage Bank, etc. as the 
members to ensure co-operation of both officialsand non-officials and 
implementation of various development schemes in the district. 


Again in Planning and Co-ordination Department Resolution No. 
24336-P., dated the 2ist December, 1991 as modified byResolution No.7219, 
dated the 2nd April, 1992 the District Planning and Development Board 
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was constituted by amalgamating the District Development Board and 
the District Planning Board. A post of Senior Class J Officer of the Orissa 
Administrative Service cadre was created as Chief Planning and Develop- 
ment Officer to act as the Member-Secretary of this Board under the 
Collector. The composition of the Board is as follows: 


1. A designated Minister Chairman 

2. M. P. (To be nominated) Pro-Chairman 

3. R. D. C., Central Division, Cuttack Vice-Chairman 

4. District Collector and Magistrate, Cuttack Co-Vice-Chairman 


5. Chief Planning and Development Officer, Cuttack Member-Secretary 


6. Members of the Orissa Legislative Assembly Members 
and the Lok Sabha whose constituency covers 
a part or whole of the district 


7. Members of the Rajya Sabha whose places of Members 
residence are in the district 


8. One Chairperson of Panchayat Samiti from Members 
each Subdivision to be nominated by Chairperson 
on annual rotation basis 


9. Two experts from the district in the field of Members 
agriculture, industry, irrigation, economics, 
etc. to be nominated by the Chairperson 


10. One representative of the local Voluntary Member 
Organization to be nominated by the Chair- 
person 

it. Any representative of public as may be noti- Member 


fied by Government fromtime to time 


The main function of this Board is to act as an apex body for advising 
and guiding the plan formulation as well as monitoring the development 
Programmes of the district. The Board ensures smooth, expeditious 
and co-ordinated implementation of the District Development Plans and 
assists district Jevel officers of different departments in securing people’s 
Participation in the implementation of local developmental works. It 
determines the system of monitoring district sectoral programmes and 
Suggests timely evaluation of selected programmes and guides the district 
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planning working groups to formulate sectoral plans and discharge all 
such functions as may be assigned by the State Government or the State 
Planning Board from time to time. The Board may invite any Member 
of the District Planning and Development Committee or representative 
from the public undertakings or any other officials to attend its meeting 
as and when necessary. There is also a committee called the District 
Development and Planning Committee with Collector as Chairman, the 
Chief Planning and Development Officer as Member-Secretary, the highest 
district level officers in the district representing each of the development 
departments and the District Statistical Officer, Cuttack, as members. 
The committee prepares draft district plans, long term prospective plans, 
five-year plans and annual operational plans. It also prepares a resource 
inventory and identifies backward pockets and the areas suffering from 
infrastructural deficiencies at the district level. The draft district plans 
prepared by this committee are discussed and approved by the District 
Planning and Development Board. The Board also approves the execu- 
tion of different development schemes suchas installation of tube-wells, 
opening of medical and veterinary institutions, opening of Primary, 
Middle English and High English schools and electrification of villages 
in the district. 


Being the Chief Revenue Officer of the district, the Collector is also 
responsible for the management of the Government land including lease 
and prevention of encroachments, for maintenance of land records, etc. 
In addition to his responsibility of collecting land revenue, cesses, irrigation 
charges and miscellaneous dues of the Revenue Department, Government 
dues of other departments are also collected by him by virtue of his powers 
under the Orissa Public Demand Recovery Act and the Central Revenue 
Recovery Act. He is also responsible for relief, rehabilitation and resto- 
ration works in case of all kinds of natural calamities like flood, drought, 
cyclone, tornado, etc. Many other miscellaneous business relating 
to almost every sphere of district administration keep him constantly 
pre-occupied. 


He presides over more than 50 meetings (monthly, bi-monthly and 
quarterly, etc.) of various departments of Government represented by both 
officials and non-officials in the district. The Collector remains in charge 
of the control and supervision of emergency, civil Supplies, elections, 
census, District Treasury, excise and also works as the Chairperson 
ofthe Regional Transport Authority. He is the promoter and the 
advisor of the socio-economic and educational institutions. Along with 


Superintendent of Police, he is also responsible for maintenance of law 
and order in the district. 
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With regard to superintendence and control of the administrative 
functions, he is under the Revenue Divistonal Commisstoner, Central 
Division, Cuttack whose jurisdiction also extends over the districts of 
Puri, Baleshwar and Mayurbhanj. So far as the administration of the 
Tenancy Acts, Stamps, Registration, Excise, Land Records and Survey 
and Settlement are concerned, the Collector wo:ks under the Member. 
Board of Revenue, Orissa, Cuttack. 


For General and Revenue Administration tn the district, the Collector 
is assisted presently (1992) by five Additional District Magistrates who 
exercise powers of a Collector under various revenue laws and a team 
of 32 other district level officers. The Collector and one of the Addi- 
tional District Magistrates belong to the cadre of Indian Administrative 
Service whereas 4 other Additional District Magistrates are from the cadre 
of the Senior Class I Orissa Administrative Service. Out of the 32 district 
level officers, 24 are from the cadre of Orissa Administrative Service and 
others are gazetted officers of the state service. 


The office of the Collector is divided into component sections 
like revenue, Tauji and loans, general and miscellaneous, judicial, 
establishment, welfare, emergency, land acquisition, compensation, 
development, election, Nizarat, land records and record room, public 
relations, civil supplies, Gram Panchayat, excise, small savings, planning, 
forest, settlement, regional transport authority, audit, urban land ceiling, 
treasury, sports, Culture, relief and rehabilitation, library, small savings, 
etc. Most of the sections are kept in charge of the officers of the 
Orissa Administrative Service. For the sections like welfare, public 
telations, civil supplies, Gram Panchayats, excise, treasury, sports and 
culture, officers of their respective departments designated as the 
District Welfare Officer, District Public Relations Officer, District 
Civil Supplies Officer, District Panchayat Officers, District Treasury 
Officer, District Sports Officers and District Cultural Officer have been 
posted . These officers work under direct control of the Collector 
They assist the Collector in taking decisions and tn efficient discharge 
of various administrative functions by effecting adequate check and 
scrutiny on proposals presented before the Government or received 
from the subordinate offices. Some of the officers like the Land 
Acquisition Officers, Certificate Officer and Compensation 
Officer are also empowered under appropriate laws to discharge 
certain statutory functions without taking orders of the Collector 
in their day-to-day work. One Junior Class I Officer of the Orissa 
Administrative Service designated as the District Development Officer 
also assists the Collector. 
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The Additional District Magistrate who works as the ex-officio 
Registrar of the district is vested with necessary powers under the 
Registration Act. Apart from the District Treasury, which is located 
at Cuttack, a Special Treasury is alsofunctioning at Arunodaya market 
building of Cuttack town. There are sub-treasuries at Athgarh, Jajpur Road, 
Kendraparha, Badamba, Narasinghapur, Tigiria, Banki, Marshaghai, Patt~ 
amundai, Salepur, Jagatsinghapur, Kujang, Balikuda and Tirtol. The 
treasury and sub-treasuries are manned by the officers belonging to the 
Orissa Finance Service. 


Prior to the separation of the judiciary from the executive, the 
District Magistrate and other Revenue Cfficers having magisterial powers 
were trying criminal cases. On the 25th October, 1961 the judiciary was 
separated from the executive in the district and the post of Additional 
District Magistrate ( Judiciai) now re-designated as the Chief Judicial 
Magistrate was created to look after the criminal edministration. The 
Chief Judicial Magistrate’s headquarters is fixed at Cuttack. He is 
assisted by two Additional Chief Judicial Magistrztes. 


In each subdivision of the district, one Subdivisional Judicia! 
Magistrate has been posted to look after the criminal administration, 
apart from one or two Judicial Magistrates with Ist or 2nd class powers. 
In addition, one Judicial Magistrate has also been posted at 
Kujang, Salepur, Narasinghapur, Badamba and Jajpnr Road. For ail 
intents and purposes they are subject to the superintendence of the Orissa 
High Court. The Chief Judicial Magistrate and the Additional Chief 
Judicial Magistrates exercise all powers under the Criminal Procedure 
Code, 1973 within the district. The District and Sessions Judge with 
his headquarters at Cuttack 1s the head of both civil and criminal 
_ administration of the district. Four Additional District and Sessions Judges 
assist the District and Sessions Judge ‘in dealing with civil and criminal] 
cases. Two of the Additional District and Sessions Judges are functioning 
at Cuttack whereas the headquarters for the other two are fixed at 
Kendraparha and Jajpur. There aretwo Subordinate Judges and two 
Additional Subordinate Judges functioning at Cuttack, apart from four 
Subordinate Judges posted at Kendraparha, Jajpur, Jagatsinghapur and 
Athagarh to dispose of both civil and criminal cases, appeals, etc. 
The civil cases are dealt with by the Munsifs posted in different places 
of the district. Some of the Munsifs and Additional Munsifs are 
exclusively hearing civil cases whereas some Judicial Magistrates have 
been vested with powers of Munsif. 
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Administration at the subdivisional level 


As stated earlier, the district ts divided into six subdivisions, viz., Sadar, 
Kendraparha, Jajpur, Jagatsinghapur, Banki and Athagarh. Each sub- 
division is in charge of one Sub-Collector who belongs to the Class | 
(Junior) of the Orissa Administrative Service or the Indian Admim- 
strative Service in junior scale of pay. The powers and functions of the 
Sub-Collector extends to the entire subdivision. Like his counterpart 
at the district level, the Sub-Collector is the chief cfficer in charge of 
revenue and development administration at the subdivisional level subject 
to overall control and supervision of the Collector. He is empowered to 
conduct election of Parliament, State Assembly. Municipalities and Notified 
Area Councils of his subdivision. He is to execute development works, 
relief operations, social welfare works, etc. As the head of office, he 
supervises the works of Revenue Officer, Certificate Officer, Nizarat 
Officer, Assistant Civil Supply Officer, Assistant District Welfare Officer, 
Subdivisional Panchayat Officer, etc. who work under his direct control. 
The Sub-Collector is vested with the powers of Executive Magistrate. 
He is declared as Subdivisional Magistrate as per the provisions of the 
Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973. He is in charge of law and order 
of his subdivision also. He tries cases under preventive sections of the 
Criminal Procedure Code and is the appellate authority under allthe 
revenue laws except for the cases under sections 22 and 23 of the Orissa 
Land Reforms Act, of which he is the original court. He looks after matters 
like Community Development Programmes, money-lending, arms and 
ammunitions, civil supplies, etc. He exercises functions under the 
Cinematography Act,the Dramatic Performance Act and the Bonded 
Labour (Abolition) Act. Renewal of fire works licence, sanction of old 
age and widow pensions, issue of licence for guns, etc. are also some 
of his functions. With the responsibility of supervision of revenue and 
developmental works he inspects Tahasils, Revenue Inspector’s Office, 
C.D. Block Offices, Gram Panchayat Offices and police-stations of his 
subdivision and controls the officers and staff therein. Now most of the 
developmental schemes are implemented through the Community Develop- 
nent Blocks and Gram Panchayats. The Sub-Collector is the pivotal! 
officer who co-ordinates different branches of administration of his sub- 
division for proper and effective implementation of all the poverty ameliora- 

tion schemes taken up by Government. 


As in case of the Collectorate, a number of officers also work in the 
office of the Sub-Collector to assist him in effective discharge of his duties, 
They are the Revenue Officer, Nizarat Officer, Certificate Officer, Sub- 
divisional Panchayat Officer, Assistant Civil Supplies Officer, Assistant 
District Welfare Officer and Emergency Officer. 
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Administration at the Tahasil level 


The district is divided into 26 Tahasils (names given in Chapter 
XI—Revenue Administration), each in charge of a Tahasildar who belongs 
to the Class II cadre of the Orissa Administrative Service. He is assisted 
by one or more Additional Tahasildar (s) in all of the Tahasils except 
Athagarh, Tigiria, Narasinghapur Badamba and  Kishannagar. The 
Administration at Tahasil level and work of thc Tahasildar is described in 
detail in Chapter XI (Revenue Administration). 


Gram Panchayats, Panchayat Samitis and Other offiices 


A group of villages constitute one Gram Panchayat andsome Gram 
Panchayats form one Panchayat Samiti. There are 890 Gram Panchayats 
in the district which include 48 Gram Panchayats in Sadar subdivision, 
242 Gram Panchayats in Jajpur subdivision, 205 Gram Panchayats 
in Kendraparha subdivision, 181 Gram Panchayats in Jagatsinghapur sub- 
division, 86 Gram Panchayats in Athagarh subdivision and 28 Gram 
Panchayats in Bankisubdivision. Panch members including the Sarapanch 
of each Gram Panchayat are being directly elected for a period of five 
years by the people on the basis of adult franchise. Some of the seats of 
Gram Panchayats are reseved for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
and one-third of the total seats are reserved for women candidates. The 
district has also been divided into 41 Panchayat Samitis. Each Panchayat 


Samiti is headed by a Chairperson and a Vice-Chairperson who are elected 


by Panchayat Samiti members directly elected by the people. The Block 
Development Officer is the Executive Officer of the Panchayat Samiti 
which is coterminous with a Community Development Block. He is 
responsible for all developmental activities at the Block level includ- 
ing economic upliftment of its inhabitants. The Block Development 
Officer is assisted bya number of Extension Officers belonging to Fishery, 
Co-operative, Panchayatraj, Harijan & Tribal Welfare, Forest, Education, 
Veterinary and some other departments of the State Government. 
Various social and developmental schemes like Economic Rehabilitatio-) 
of the Rural Poor, National Rural Employment Programme, Integrated 
Rural Development Schemes, etc... are being implemented at the Blcck 
level through the Block Development Officer. He assists the Sub-Collec- 
tor and works as Assistant Returning Officer, Additional Charge Officer 
in charge of elections and census works respectively. 


There are a number of both Central and State Government Offices 
kocated in the district and subdivisional headquarters, and some other 


important places of the district. A list of most of these offices is given 


in 
the Appendix I of this chapter. 
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APPENDIX I 


List of most of the Central and State Government offices located in 
district and subdivisional headquarters and some important places of the 
district. 


CUTTACK 
Central Government 


(1) Central Administrative Tribunal, (2) Commissioner(Appeals), 
Income-Tax, (3) Judicial Member, Income-Tax, Appellate Tribunal, 
(4) Deputy Commissioner, Income-Tax, Northern Range, (5) Comma- 
nder, Group Headquarters, N. C. C., (6) Income-Tax Officer, Ward 
No.{, (7) Income-Tax Officer, Ward No. II1L(8) {ncome-Tax Officer, 
Ward No. IV, (9) Income-Tax Officer, Ward No. V, (10) Tax 
Recovery Officer, Income-Tax, (11) Controller of Imports and Exports, 
(12) Registrar of Companies, (13) Station Director, All India Radio, 
(14) Director, Dooidarshan, (15) Director, Central Rice Research 
Institute, (16) Director, Small Industries Service Institute. (17) 
Director, National Savings Organisation, (18) Superintendent of Post 
Offices, Northern Division, (19) Superintendent of Post Offices, Southern 
Division, (20) Senior Superintendent, Railway Mail Service, Northern 
Division, (21) Senior Superintendent, Post Offices, City Division, (22) 
Superintendent, National Sample Survey Organisation, (23) 
Superintendent, Central Telegraph Office, (24) Divisional Engineer, 
Telephones, Coaxial Maintenance, (25) Divisional Engineer, Microwave 
Projects, (26) Divisional Engineer, Microwave Maintenance, (27) 
Divisional Engineer, Digital Tax, (28) Divisional Engineer, Phones, 
Installation, (29) Deputy Director, Postal Accounts, (30) Postmaster, 
General Post Office, Buxibazar, (31) Postmaster, Chandini Chouk, 
(32) Postmaster, College Square, (33) Telecom District Engineer, 
(34) Assistant Director, Central Excise and Customs, (35) Assistant 
Station Director, Commercial Braodcasting Services, (36) Assistant 
Engineer, Telex/Traffic, (37) Subdivisional Officer, Telegraph, (38) 
Assistant Engineer, V. F. T., (39) Assistant Engineer, Trunks, (40) 
Assistant Engineer, Trunks Telephones, (41) Assistant Engineer, 
Telephones Fault Control, (42) Assistant Engineer, Phones, Ex-bar 
Exchange, (43) District Engineer, Construction, South-Eastern Railways, 
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(44) Assistant Engineer, Open Line, South-Eastern Railways, (45) 
Assistant Enginer, Mahanadi Bridge Girdering. (46) Assistant Engineer, 
Central Public Works Department. (47) Press Information Bureau, 
(48) Central Plant Protection Officer.(49) Headmaster.Kendriya Vidvalaya. 
(50) Official Liquidator, (51) Surveillance Officer. (52) Archaeological 
Survey of India, Cuttack Circle. 


State Government 


(1) Chairman, Orissa Public Service Commission. (2) Member, 
Board of Revenue, Orissa. (3) Revenue Divisional Commissioner, 
Central Division, (4) Collector, (5) Orissa High Court, (6) Advocate 
General,(7)Commissioner, Special Relief,(8)Commissioner, Consolidation, 
(9) Land Reforms Commissioner. (10) Commissioner, Land Records 
and Settlement, (11) Commissioner, Commercial Taxes, (12) Inspector 
General, Registration-cum-Excise Commissioner, (13)Director General of 
Police and Inspector General,(14)Commissioner-cum-Chairman (Transport), 
State Transport Authority, Orissa. (15) District and Sessions Judge, 
(16) Commandant General, Home Guards and Director General, Fire 
Services. (17) Commandant, 6th Battalion,(18) Chief Engineer, Mahanadi- 
Birupa Barrage. (19) Chairman, Sales Tax Tribunal. (20) Commissioner, 
Wakfs, (21) Director, Animal Husbandry and Vetermary Services, 
(22) Director, Fisheries, (23) Conservator of Forest, (24) Conservator of 
Forest (Kenduleaf). (25) Director of Industries, (26) Deputy Director, 
Statistics, (27) Director, Inland Water Transport, (28) Director, Technical 
Education and Training,(29)Director, Printing, Stationery and Publica- 
tion, (30) Police Superintendent, C.1.D.-Tf, (31) Superintendent of 
Police, Rural, (32) Superintendent of Police, Sadar, (33) Superintendent 
of Police, Railway, (34) Superintendent of Police, Signals. (35) Superint- 
endent of Police, C.1.D.-I, (36) Superintending Engineer, Public Health 
Engineering (Urban), (37) Superintending Engineer, Public Health En ge 
ineering (Rural), (38) Superintending Engineer, Eastern Circle (Utrigation), 
(39) Superintending Engineer, Roads and Buildings, Cuttack Circle, (40) 
Superintendent, Sriramchandra Bhanja Medical College Hospital. (41) 
General Manager, District Industries Centre. (42) District Agriculture 
Officer, (43) Chief District Veterinary Officer, (44) Chief District Medica] 
Officer, (45) District Malaria Officer, (46) District Statistical Officer. (47) 
Mining Officer, (48) District Inspector of Schools. (49) Principal. College 
of Accountancy and Management Studies, (50) Principal, College of 
Physical Education, (51) Principal, Hindi Training Institute, (52)Princi pal, 
J.K.B.K. College,(53)Principal, Radhanath Training College.(54)Principal, 
Ravenshaw College, (55) Deputy Director. Agriculture, (56) Deputy 
Registrar, Co-operative Society. (537) Deputy Director, Survey and Map 
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Publication, (58) Deputy Controller, Civil Defence, (59) Deputy Labour 
Commissioner, Central Zone,(60) Employment Officer, (61) Inspector 
of Schools, Cuttack Circle-I, (62) Inspector of Schools, Cuttack-II]J, 
(63) Soil Conservation Officer, (64) Secretary, Children’s Literature 
Committee, (65) Tourist Officer, (66) Executive Engineer, Command 
Area Development Division No. III, (67) Executive Engineer, Public 
Health Division 1, (68) Executive Engineer, Public Health Division II, 
(69) Executive Engineer, Public Health Division III, (70) Executive 
Engineer, Daaida Project, (71)Executive Engineer, Investigation Division, 
(72) Executive Engineer, National Highways Division, (73) Executive 
Engineer, Roads and Buildings. (74) Executive Engineer, Quality Control, 
(75) Assistant Commissioner, Commercial Taxes, Cuttack Range-I, 
(76) Assistant Commissioner, Commercial Taxes, Cuttack Range-II, 
(77) Assistant Controller, Weights and Measures, (78) Assistant Director, 
Textiles, (79) Assistant Labour Commissioner. (80) Assistant Town 
Planner, (81) Assistant Controller, Weights and Measures, (82) Head- 
mistress, Government Girls’ High School,(83) Headmaster, Ravenshaw 
Collegiate School, (84) Headmistress, Ravenshaw Girls‘ High School, 
(85) Additional Assistant Commissioner of Endowment, (86) Additional 
Director, Agricultural Census. 


JAGATSINGHAPUR 


Central Government 


(1) Postmaster, Head Post Office, (2) Junior Telecom Officer, 


State Government 


(1) Sub-Collector, (2) Sub-Judge, (3) Deputy Director, Consolidation, 
(4) District Inspector of Schools, (5) Subdivisional Medical Officer, 
(6) Subdivisional Veterinary Officer, (7) District Agriculture Officer, 
(8) Executive Engineer, Roads and Buildings, (9) Executive Engineer, 
Irrigation, (10) Tahasildar, (11) Treasury Officer, Special Treasury, (12) 
Block Development Officer, (13) Additional Commercial Tax Officer, 
(14) Assistant Engineer, Public Health Subdivision, (15) Assistant 
Engineer, Project Subdivision, (16) Assistant Registrar, Co-operative 
Society, (17) Assistant ‘Soil Conservation Officer, (18) Headmistress, 
Government Girls’ High School, (19) Horticulturist, (20) Superintendent, 
Sub-Jail. 
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JAJPUR 


Central Government 


(1) Postmaster. Jajpur Head Post Office, (2) Junior Telecom 
Officer. 


State Government 


(1) Sub-Collector, (2) Additional District and Sessions Judge, (3) 
Consolidation Officer, (4) Subdivisional Medical Officer, (5) Tahasildar, 
(6) Block Development Officer, (7) Executive Engineer, Irrigation, (8) 
Executive Engineer, Flood Control Room, (9) Executive Officer, 
Municipality, (10) Additional Commercial Tax Officer, (11) Assistant 
Registrar, Co-operative Society, (12) Inspector of Schools, Cuttack I, 
(13) District Inspector of Schools, (14) Headmaster, Biraja High School, 
(15) Headmistress, Government Girls’ High School, (16) Headmaster, 
Jajpur High School, (17) Horticulturist, (18) Superintendent, Sub-Jail. 


ATHAGARH 


Central Government 


(1) Postmaster, Head Post Office, (2) Junior Telecom Officer, 
State Government 


(1) Sub-Collector, (2) Divisional Forest Officer, (3) Sub-Judge, 
(4) Subdivisional Medical Officer, (5) District Agriculture Officer, 
(6) District Inspector of Schools, (7) Tahasildar, (8).Sub-Treasury Officer, 
(9) Block Development Officer, (10) Horticulturist, (11) Assistant 
Director, Textile, (12) Assistant Engineer, Irrigation, (13) Assistant 
Engineer, Minor Irrigation, (14) Assistant Engineer, National Highways, 
Project, (15) Assistant Engineer, Public Health Subdivision, (16) Assistant 
Engineer, Roads and Buildings, (17) Assistant Registrar, Co-operative 
Society, (18) Assistant Soil Conservation Officer, (19) Superintendent, 
Sub-Jail. 


BANKI 
State Government 
(1) Sub-Collector, (2) Tahasildar, (3) Sub-Treasury Officer, (4) Block 


Development Officer, (5) Subdivisional Medical] Officer, (6) District 
Agriculture Officer, (7) Subdivisional Veterinary Officer, (8) Assistant 
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Engineer, Minor Irrigation Subdivision, (9) Assistant Registrar, 
Co-operative Society, (10) Headmaster, Government Boys’ High School, 
(11) Headmistress, Government Girls’ High School, (12) Superintendent, 
Sub-Jail, (13) Junior Engineer, Irrigation, (14) Junior Engineer, Public 
Health. 


KENDRAPARHA 
Central Government 


(1) Assistant Central Intelligence Officer, (2) Junior Telecom Officer, 
(3) Postmaster, Kendraparha Head Post Office. 


State Government 


(1) Sub-Collector, (2) Sub-Judge, (3) Deputy Director, Consolidation, 
(4) Executive Engineer, CADA, (5) Executive Engincer, Expressway, 
(6) Executive Engineer, E. H. T. (M) Division. (7) Executive Engineer, 
Irrigation, (8) Subdivisional Medical Officer, (9) Subdivisional Police 
Officer, (10) Subdivisional Veterinary Officer, (11) District Agriculture 
Officer, (12) Tahasildar,(13) Sub-Treasury Officer, (14) Block Develop- 
ment Officer, (15) District Inspector of Schools, (16) Additional 
Commercial Tax Officer, (17) Assistant Engineer, Roads and Buildings, 
(18) Assistant Registrar, Co-operative Scciety, (19) Subdivisional Officer, 
P. H. Subdivision, (20) Headmistress, Government Girls’ High School. 


CHAUDWAR 
Central Government 


(1) Aviation Research Centre, Charibatia, (2) Assistant Operation 
Manager, (3) Deputy Director, A. R. C., (4) Superintendent, Central 
Excise, (5) Principal, Kendriya Vidyalaya, (6) Principal, M. 1. T.I.. 
(7) Postmaster, Charibatia, (8) Junior Telecom Officer. 


State Government 


(1) Executive Engineer, National Highway Division, (2) Subdivisional 
Officer, Public Health Subdivision, (3) Headmaster, Technical High 
School, (4) Superintendent, District Jail. 
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JAGATPUR 


Central Government 

(1) Assistant Director, Powerloom Service, (2) Junior Telecom 
Ofiicer. 
State Goverament 


(1) Executive Engineer, Electrical 33 KV Sub-Station, (2) Executive 
Engineer, Mahanadi North Division, (3) Executive Engineer, Mahanadi 
Barrage Division No. III, {4) Project Engineer, Regional Workshop, 
(5) Soil Chemist, Agriculture, Cuttack Range. 


JAIPUR ROAD 
Central Government 
(1) Junior Telecom Officer, Carrier, (2) Junior Telecom Officer. 
Telegraph. 
State Government 


(1) Deputy Director, Consolidation, (2) Commercial Tax Officer, 
(3) District Inspector of Schools, (4) Senior Geologist, (5) Sub-Treasury 
Officer, (6) Mining Officer, (7) Additional District Agriculture Officer, 
(8) Assistant Engineer, Roads & Buildings, (9) Headmaster, N.C. High 
School, (10) Plantation Manager, (11) Chemist Government Laboratory 
PARADEEP 
Managed by Government of India 


(1) Paradeep Port Trust, (2) Paradeep Phosph:.tes Limited. 
Central Government 


(1) Assistant Collector, Customs and Central Excise, (2) Assistant 
Director, Duck Safety, (3) Central Intelligence Officer, (4) Income-T2x 
Officer, (5) Director of Light House. 


State Government 


(1) Special Officer, Paradeep Area Development, (2) Assistant 
Commandant, O. 8. A. P., (3) Superintendent, Fisheries, (4) Subdivisiong] 
Police Officer. 
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CHAPTER XI 
REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 


REVENUE HISTORY 


Broadly speaking, Cuttack district us constituted after merger of 
the ex-states on Ist Janusry, 1948 was governed by two major revenue 
systems, that is, the Bengal system and the Garhjat system, Lwith 
various sub-systems as will be explained in succeeding paragraphs. 
The Bengal system was prevalent inthe old district of Cuttack, that is, 
in the present subdivisions of Sadar, Kendraparha, Jajpur, Jagatsingh: pur 
and Bankit. The Garhjat system was prevalent in the Athagarh 
subdivision at present consisting of ex-states of Athagarh, Narasinghzpur, 
Badamb.: and Tigiria, each ex-state having its own system of revenue 
administration under its own _ princely ruler. For facility 
of comprehension the revenue system of each area, as existed prior 
to merger, is dealt with separately in the following paragraphs. 


Old Cuttack district governed under Bengal system 


Land revenue consisted of the principal source of income to the 
state even from the days of Manu, the ancient law-giver, though 
the pattern and process of its assessment and collection varied from 
one political era to another. The traditional Indian conception 1s 
that the king, as the owner of all land, had an undisputed right 
to a share in the produce of the land. This has run through several 
centuries binding the native monarch and the foreign conquerer alike 
to this immutable State policy. A narration of the varying pattern 
ofland revenue administration in Orissa under the Hindu rulers, Afghan 
rulers, Mughal rulers and the Maratha rulers, all of whom had 
highly developed and probably even sophisticated system of revenue 
collection and adminis‘ration, is being kept outside the scope of this 
chapter as that has been dealt within the district gazetteers of Purt 
and Baleshwar districts. It is sufficient for our purpose to commence 
the chronicles from the days of British occupation of this district. 
The circumstances leading to British occupation of the district has been 
dealt with exhaustively in Chapter II, ‘‘History”, of this gazetteer. 


On conquest of Orissa by the British on 4th October, 1803, it was 
tagged to Bengal for its administration. The Governor-General of 
Bengal appointed a Commission for organisation of the “Province 
of Cuttack and for making settlement of revenue for the Province”. 
The area conquered by the British was then known as the Province of 
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Cuttack which consisted of old Puri, Cuttack and Balasore (Baleshwar) 
districts. In the earlier British Regulations the entire area was described 
as the Zilia of Cuttack with its headquarters at Puri (later shifted to 
Cuttack in 1816). Finally, on 23rd October, 1828 the “Province of 
Cuttack’? was divided into three districts, namely Baleshwur, 
Cuttack and Jagannath, later known as Puri. 


When the British approached the question of its settlement in 1803. 
the province was found much impoverished and in a state of anarchy 
during the Maratha rule. The British Commissioners decided to cancel 
all balances outstanding from the demands of former years and to base 
the demand for the current year on the receipts of the previous payments, 
after making suitable deductions on account of Abwabs, excessive 
assessment andthe sums collected in advance by the Marathas. In 1804, 
they issued instructions for making the first regular scttlement of the 
province which were subsequently embodied in Regulation XII of 1805. 
It was to be for one year only, 1.¢e., 1804-05, and was to be followed by a 
triennial settlement. In 1808-09, another settlement was made for 
one year, which was afterwards continued for a further period of 3 years. 
Other settlements followed in quick succession in 1812-13 for one year, 
in 1813-14 for two years, in 1815-16 for one year, in 1816-17 for three 
years, in 1819-20 for 3 years, and in 1822-23 for five years. The history of 
these early settlements is an unfortunate record of assessment on insuffi- 
cient enquiry and of enforcement of an ineiastic rule for realisation of 
inequitable revenue. Many old Oriya families were ruined, and the 
proprietorship of the land fell, in many cases, into the hands of Bengali 
speculators. The Collector had no information as to the real assets of 
the estates, for the zamindars and their agents combined to withhold aff 
papers and he had to proceed ona very rough estimate of the quantity 
of land in cultivation and on the reports of interested subordinates. 
The introduction of the Bengal system of putting up defaulting estctes 
for sale in Calcutta which paved the ruin of many old Oriya families 
and allowed Bengali speculators to buy valuable properties at a 
low price had begun from the year 1806. In 1816, the demand had risen 
to over Rs.7 lakhs with little justification for the increase either for the 
spread of cultivation or the circumstances of the people. Many were 
disheartened at the constant alterations of revenue and they left their 
estates to be held by the Collector, who in his turn either managed them 
throughTahasildars who embezzeled as much as they could or farmed them 
out to speculators, who rackrented the raiyats. A large portion of the 
revenue assessed could not be collected. Hardships of the revenue 
system were aggravated by repeated droughts and the amount realised 
fell to 65 percent of the demand. At last in 1817, the people driven to 
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desperation by misman:gement broke out in what is known as the Khurda 
Rebellion when the Paiks rose in open revolt against the oppression 
they suffered at the hands of the officers entrusted by the English for 
collection of revenue. The rebellion was quickly stamped out but it 
served to bring hoine to the authorities the deep discontent and the reai 
grievances of the people. By Regulation VII of 1822, Government shortly 
afterwards proclaimed its intention to complete the settlement after 
making a detailed enquiry into the circumstances of the province. 


The introduction and enforcement of the Bengal system of revenue 
was perhaps the most unfortunate feature of the early Britishrule. More 
than 50 per cent of the estates changed hands between 1805 and 1822 from 
old hereditary Ortya families to Bengali speculators. The question of 
permanent settlement which was introduced by Lord Cornwallis in Bengal 
in the permanent settlement Regulation of 1793 was mooted for Orissa 
in 1806. In fact, orders were actually given to make preparations for 
its introduction. But this proposal was strongly resented by the local 
officials. Though Regulation VI of 1808 held out the proprietors’ hopes 
which were frequently renewed in the subsequent regulations, the decision 
was postponed from year to year until finally in 1816 it was practically 
withdrawn. The policy for making a number of short term settlements 
each of which was intended to be a preparatory for a permanent one was 
most ruinous in its effect. Generally speaking the Mugh:lbandi portion 
of the Zilla of Cuttack was not subjected to permanent settlement. But 
the British Government had to make a departure in respect of a few Qilla 
estates which lie on the sea coast or boider on the Garhjats which were 
held by some very ancient land owners of a superior class and descendants 
of noble families. These were Kanika, Aul, Kujang, Harishpur, Bishnupur, 
Chedra, ;Patia,, ukinda, Kalkala, Madhupur and Darpan covering an area 
of 1,221°22 sq. miles(3,162°838 sq.km.)so far as Cuttack district is concerned. 
Though the permanent settlement Regulation did not apply to them, their 
Jamas (revenue tributes) were fixed for ever and was declared unalterable 
under Regulation XII of 1805. So, they were practically treated as perma- 
nently settled estates commonly known as Qillajat, which will be discussed 
in some detail later in this chapter. Besides the permanently settled Mahals 
and the temporarily settled estates of Mughalbandi area, there were in 
Cuttack district (also certain estates in Baleshwar and Puri districts) certain 
other estates also known as Qillajat which occupied an anomalous position. 
These were Qillas of Domparha, Balarampur, Ragri, Chausatipara and 
Kantajhar. They were in the settlement of Raja Man Singh left as a part 
of the Rajawara, Kantajhar, Balarampur and Ragri being dependent fiefs 
of Kendujhar. The Marathas resumed all these estates except Domparha, 
but left them in the possession of their former holders variously styled 
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as Zamindars, Bhuiyans, and Khandayats and occasionally in later 
correspondence as Rajas. These five Qillas in question did not receive 
any permanent settlement and were brought under the rolls of the 
temporarily settled estates but they were treated differently from other 
temporarily settled estates, their revenue being fixed at much lower sum. 
Later, Damparha was restored to the position ofa permanently settled estate 
in 1829 on condition that in the event of any alienation, the assessment 
should be open to revision. We will now confine our attention to a 
major portion of the district which consisted of temporarily settled estates 
and government estates, known as Khasmahals. 


Temporarily Settled Estates 


On the expiry of settlement for five years in 1822—27, it was expected 
that detailed investigation into the circumstances of the province would 
be made under the Regulation VIII of 1822, but the preparation for this 
settlement was not commenced till 1830.Therefore the settlement period 
was further extended. The settlement proceedings were not officially 
Completed before 1845. In this settlement the officers worked very hard 
and stored up and tabulated detailed information on the material and 
economic circumstances of the province without which no successful 
settlement could be made. The-entire operation cost was about 20 lakhs 
of rupees but the result was an increase of revenue of only Rs. 34,980 
in all the three districts. In Cuttack district it was found that the culti- 
vated area dealt with amounted to 6,97,000 acres (2,82,066°839 hectares) of 
which 6,21,000 acres (2,51,310°627 hectares ) were assessed and the 
demand was fixed at Rs. 7,14,100, the incidence of revenue being 
Re. 1-2-5p (Rs. 1°15) per acre * and the balance of the assets left to the 
zamindars was Rs. 4,06,900. The settlement though completed in 1845 
was made for 30 years from 1837 and expired in 1867, when the great 
Orissa famine of the year 1865-66 known as “Na’anka Dur bhikhya”’ rendered 
it inadvisable to undertake resettlement operations. So the settlement 
period was extended for another 30 years. During the 60 years of the 
currency of the settlement of 1837, the district developed in every direction 
inspite of the disaster of 1866. Cultivation extended by nearly a third, 
communication was largely improved, bringing an increase in the volume 
of trade. Prices of staple food crops were trebled securing increased 
profits to the cultivators. The result of this extensive prolongation of the 
former settlement was undoubtedly to the disadvantage of the Government 


for it was deprived for a long period from its fair share of the produce 
of the soil. 


* One acre=0°404687 hectare. 
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The next settlement was made during the year 1889-—1899, which is 
commonly known as the Maddox Settlement or the Provincial Settlement. 
This was work of a great magnitude. The operation extended over a 
period of 10 years from the end of 1889 to the end of 1899 and covered 
the whole of the temporarily settled areas in Cuttack, Puri and Baleshwar 
districts including revenue-free estates as well as Qillas of Darpan, 
Madhupur and Aul. The rents were settled for a million and a half of the 
tenures and the Government revenue was re-fixed for nearly six and a 
half thousand estates. In Cuttack district the area assessed was 8,22,500 
acres (3,32,855-0575 hectares). Revenue was fixedat Rs. 10,99,300, giving 
an incidence of Rs. 1-5-5 p. (Rs. 1°34) per acre. The settled assets 
were Rs. 20,72,900/- and the actual percentage of the assets taken as 
revenue amounted to 53 pe: cent, 11 per cent less than what was at the 
preceding settlement. The increased revenue was due to extension of 
cultivation. The revenue of the temporarily settled areas was revised and 
fresh engagement was taken for a period of 30 years from 1897. The 
rents of the tenants were settled under section 104 of the Bengal 
Tenancy Act, 1885. 


After completion of the provincial settlement the first revision settle- 
ment which is generally known as James Settlement started in 1906 and 
It continued till 1912. Except for the area under original Settlement, 
Le., Qilla Bishnupur and a small portion of Patia, the arca dealt with in 
this settlement was same as that covered in the provincial settlement of 
1889—99. In this settlement the revenue was unaffected, but settiement of 
tent was done by application of the parties under section 105 of the 
Bengal Tenancy Act. This revision settlement was undertaken primarily to 
Clear the way for continued maintenance ofrecords. But the maintenance of 
records asa statutory process was ultimately ordered by Government 
of India to be abandoned and it was left to be done at the discretion of the 
zZamindars. This revision settlement brought prominently tothe notice 
of Government the unsuitability of the Bengal Tenency Act to Orissa 
conditions and led to enactment of the Orissa Tenancy Act in 1913 
(Orissa became a part of the newly formed province of Bihar and Orissa 
In 1912), 


The next comprehensive survey and settlement operation covering 
both the permanently settled estates and temporarily settled estates in 
Orissa was conducted during the period 1922—32 whichis known as 
“Dalziel Settlement’. In this settlement the temporarily settled 
estates were brought under re-settlement for a further period of thirty 
years from 1927 to 1957 under Regulation VII of 1822 and rents 
were re-settled under Chapter XI Part II of the Orissa Tenancy Act, 
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1913, The operations included re-survey and revision of the record-of- 
rights for the temporarily settled area, the revenue-free estates and 
Khasmahals. In addition, such operations were also done in the 
permanently settled estates of Qillas—Aul, Kanika, Kujang, Bishnupur, 
Chedra, Harishpur, Kalkala, Sukinda and Patia, (except village 
Madhupur) in Cuttack district, Marichpur in Puri district and the 
permanently settled small estates inthe extreme north of Baleshwar. 
This settlement operation covered an area of 6,278 sq.miles * out of which 
the area covered in Cuttack district was %3,062 sq.miles. The areas 
excluded in this settlement from Cuttack district were Banki where 
settlement had been done in 1918 asits records did not require 
revision, Qillas Darpan and Madhupur which were included in James 
revision settlement and Domparha where the record-of-rights had been 
revised in 1915. Besides, Hukitola, Jambu and False Point light- 
house were also excluded although the operations were taken up 
there upto attestation stage when maps were printed in not-final form. 
In addition, certain jungle tracts along the coast in Qillas Kanika and 
Kujang were also excluded. The result was assessment of 8,67,844 
acres tothe revenue of Rs.14,61,594 giving an incidence of Rs. 1-11-1 
(Rs.1°69) per acre. The settled assets were Rs.27,61,874 and the 
proportion taken as revenue represented 52°9 per cent as against 53 per 
cent at the previous settlement. In some estates where the increase in 
the assets was abnormal, temporary concessions were allowed and the 
ultimate revenue demand of Rs. 14,61,594 did not come into effect 
until 1944. The cultivated area liable to assessment increased by 
46,000 acres. A feature of the change that had taken place since the 
last settlement was multiplication of estates. Partitions since the 
previous settlement had led to an increase inthe number of estates from 
4,452 to 8,347 and the number of recorded proprietors had risen from 
5,400 in 1837 to 31,900 in 1897 and to 1,00,200in 1927. 


Government Estates or Khasmahals 


There were 8 estates held Khas at the advent of the last settlement, 
the most important and the largest of which was Zilla 
Banki, Touzi No.2844. This was not included in Dalziel Settlement. 
It covered an area of 117 sq.miles and comprised 144 villages. Until 
1839, Banki was a Tributary State like other Garhjats. The Raja of 
Banki was convicted of murder and was seftenced to imprisonment 
for life and was dethroned. His property was confiscated by 
Government in 1840. From the year 1840 to 1882 it was managed by 
a Tahasildar directly under the Superintendent of Tributary Mahals 
but in 1882 it was annexed to Cuttack district by Act XXV of [981 

* 1sq. mile=2,590 hectares. 
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and was treated as a Government estate or Khasmahal under a Sub- 
Deputy Collector or a Deputy Collector vested with Second Class 
Magisterial powers, powers of a Deputy Collector under Regulation 
IX of 1883 and Act VII of 1876 respectively. Though it was 
attached to Sadar subdivision of Cuttack district, it practically 
functioned as a_ separate subdivision till the year 1969 when it was 
formally declared as a separate subdivision. The gross rental of the 
estate was Rs.16,664-6—14 (Rs.16,644°38) when it was confiscated to 
Government. Since then there has been regular settlements of the 
revenue except when the term of the settlement of 1854 was extended 
to 1888 in consequence of Orissa famine of 1866. By tbe time 
the Provincial Settlement started in 1889, resettlement process had already 
been started in Bankifrom the year 1988. Resettlement was also made in 
1805 and again in 1917-20 when the gross rental was fixed at Rs.47,437 as 
against Rs.39,404 at the Settlement of 1905. The apparently large 
increase was due to extension of cultivation,the area under cultivation 
having increased from 37,218 acres in 1888 to 42,450 acres of which 
10,404 acres were double cropped. 32,700 acres were shown as 
uncultivated of which 27,534 acres were not available for cultivation. 
Government again directed fresh survey and settlement in Banki from 
the field season of 1951-52. Survey was taken up under the provi- 
sions of the Bengal Surveys Act, 1875 while record and rent settle- 
ment operations were taken up under the Orissa Tenancy Act. 1913. 
The operations were concluded inthe year 1962. The effect of the 
last Survey and Settlement operation in the 144 villages of Bankt 
Khasmahal is given below: 





Abadi assessed .. 40,503°80 acres 
Abadi unassessed .. 4,216°89 acres 
Anabadi .. 24,921°43 acres 
Rakshit ..  3,383°06 ane 
Sarbasadharana | 7 1,112°80 acres 
Government land = 697°21 acres 
Departmental land - 550°06 acres 

Total .. 75,385°25 acres 
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The settlement recorded 47,203 Khatas with cash rent of 
Rs.62,290°40 (besides Sanja paddy of 56 Bharans and 2 Gaunis were 
collected from two villages) against the existing rental of Rs.49,698-6-4 
( Rs.49,698°40). The average rent for reNted holding is Rs.1°35 per 
acre. There was a flat rate enhancement of 25 per cent over the 
existing rental of a holding. Although villages were classified into 
3 grades, lands into 20 classes (Sarada six classes, Dalua one class 
Biali two classes, Rabifour classes, orchard three classes, Gharbari one 
class), rent was not co-related to classification of land or its acreage, 
but was a lump rental, the enhancement being based solely on the 
ground of rise in prices’ of paddy and that to  leniently at half 
the normal enhancement. 


The system of collection of revenue was through Sarbarakars as 
in Khordha Khasmahal. There were 41 Sarbarakars under the manage~ 
ment of the Deputy Collector. The functions of the Sarbarakars were 
collection of rent, cess, sairat, guarding the Anabadi and Sarbasadharan 
lands from unauthorised occupation, and reporting miscellaneous 
cases and mutation. They were not getting any Jagirs for their work. 
They used to get commissions out of income as indicated below: 


(1) 10 per cent for collection of revenue and cess. 


(2) 2 per centin cases of mutations allowed (Re. 1 was 
mutation fee). 


(3) 50 per cent from income of Bagayats and fisheries. 


They were also working as Amins. Naib-Tahasildars were 
appointed in place of Sarbarakars from the year 1948. After the 
reorganization of Tahasils, Naib-Tahasildars were designated as 
Revenue Inspectors. On vesting of Domparha estate under the 
provisions of Orissa Estates Abolition Act with effect from 27th 
November, 1952, the Deputy Collector, Banki became the ex-0fficio 
Anchal Adhikarit of Domparha and later ex-officio Tahasildar since 
15th November, 1957. Banki Tahasil was formed with Banki and 
Baidyeshwar Police-stations covering Banki Khasmahal and Domparha 
ex-cstate on 17th June, 1961 and has been reorganized since st 
December, 1963 under G.O. No.60953-R,. dated the 22nd October 
1963. It was formed into a separate subdivision. with effect festa 


Ist July, 1969 under Government Notification No.40052/-R., dated 30th 
June, 1969, 
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Besides, seven more small areas were treated as Khasmahals of 
which Cuttack town and Cuttack Canton ment Khasmahals are worth- 
mentioning. In the Cuttack town and Centonment Khasmahals the 
tenants hold on written leases for a term of years. Jn the town 
Khasmahal the leases granted in 1917 expired in 1928. The rents 
were settled in 1913. It was decided by the Government to renew 
these leases for a further term up to 1943 without enhancing the 
rents. The leases of the tenants in the Cantonment Khasmahal 
granted in 1910 expired in 1928. The Government ordered a revision 
of these leases with enhancement of rent for a term ending 1943, 
so that in that year the leases in both the Khasmahals may be renewed 
and rents resettled for a further period of 30 years. On account 
of the Second World War, the settlement operations could. not be 
taken up in 1943. After termination of the War, the Government 
sanctioned the resettlement of the two Khasmahals tn their letter 
No.9793/5-40/47, dated the 17th September, 1948. The term of the 
present settlement is for 30 years from 1943 which expired on 3lst 
March, 1973. The assessment took effect from Ist April, 1950. The 
revenue demand was increased from Rs. 16,995-[1-9 to Rs. 25,866-11-0 as 
aresult of the resettlement, giving an increase of 52°2 per cent in the 
annual demand. The leases were executed from Ist April, 1943 to 
3ist March, 1973. The total area of these two Khasmahals is 591°756 
acres and as per last settlement there were 2.851 Pattadaris, 939 
Dar-pattadaris and 22 Dar-darpattadari holdings. Owing to partitions/ 
subdivisions the number of Pattadari holdings has increased. Since 
then 4,319 valid applications for renewal ofthe leases have been filed, 
out of which 3,869 have been renewed bythe Collector up to the end 
of April 1991. 


The Orissa Tenancy Act does not apply to these two Khasmahals, 
although it applied to Banki Khasmahal. The leases granted to Khasmahal 
Pattadars under the Transfer of Property Act did not allow them to transfer 
their holdings in whole or in part without previous permission of the 
Collector. The term of the lease also prohibited sub-letting without 
Previous permission of the Collector. But this was frequently evaded 
ind many sub-leases were detected in the settlement. They have no 
right over trees whether self-grown or planted. They can enjoy fruits 
but they have to obtain previous permission for cutting them. But by a 
recent amendment to the Orissa Government Land Settlement Act, 1962 
ia Orissa Act I of 1991 all such Khasmahal lands shall be settled with 
Persons in occupation for not less than 5 years from 8th January, 1991 
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on a pecmanent basis with heritable and transferable right. Dar-pattadars 
and Dar-darpattadars shall pay compensation to the lessee or sub-lessee, 
as the case may be, equivalent to ten times the rent payable by them and 
on such payment shall hold the land as permanent lessees directly under 
the Government. 


History of permanently settled estates 


As has been stated previously, unlike Bengal, the land 
revenue was not of a fixed and permanent character in Orissa, 
but was madefor aterm of years only, subject to an increased 
assessment at the end of every settlement period. This system 
obtained in the greater portion of the district (i.e., In an area 
of 1,783 sq.miles (4,617°791 sq. km.) covering the temporarily settled 
estates) but a certain number of estates were permanently settled. When the 
English conquered the province, they found a few landowners of a superior 
class, descendants of noble families or of high officials to whom large estates 
had been assigned for maintenance, subject only to the payment of quit- 
rent. Such were the Rajas of Kanika and Kujang, who were originally 
members of the royal family of Mayurbhanj and were established in their 
possessions about the 13th century A.D. under the Gajapati Dynasty 
and the Rajas of Aul and Patia who as descendants of the Khurda Raja of 
Orissa were confirmed in their estates by Todar Mall. Besides, there were 
a number of estates all along the sea-coast, Garhs or.Qillas, which were 
held by chiefs called Khandayats, who like their more powerful neighbours 
of Aul, Kujang and Kanika paid but a light Peshkush or quit-rent, kept 
bands of Paiks and were bound to render military service when called upon 
todoso. At the time of British conquest, these chiefs made some attempt 
at resistance, but they gave in “on the approach of the troops and were 
pardoned. In recognition of their ancient lineage and to secure their 
loyalty, Government by Regulation XII of 1805 confirmed in perpetuity 
the revenue tribute or Peshkush of Aul, Kujang, Bishnupur and Harishpur 
and secured from enhancement the revenue fixed by the Sanands granted 
to the Khandayat Zamindars of Darpan, Sukinda and Madhupur. The 
latter were adventurers from the north-west, and though equally indepen- 
dent were of inferior rank to the chiefs on the sea-coast. They received 
Sanands and executed Kabuliyats for the payment of revenue, while the 
Rajas of Aul, Kanika and similar estates executed agreements and received 
acknowledgements of their right to hold at a quit-rent. 


Inheritance to the ownership of the estate was governed by the Jaw 
of primogeniture in the permanently settled estates which was not the case 
in the temporarily settled estates. 
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The permanently-settled estates of Orissa also differ from the temporarily- 
settled estates in another important respect, besides that of fixity of revenue. 
When the Orissa Tenancy Act, which governs the relations between land- 
lords and tenants, was framed and passed most of the permanently- 
settled estates of Orissa had not been cad:strally surveyed, and no record- 
of-rights had been prepared for them, whereas in the temporarily-settled 
estates there had been such a survey and settlement, and in most of 
the estates there had been two such surveys. Therefore, though the 
customary rights of the tenants in the temporarily-settled estates were 
well-known, this was not the case in the permanently-settled estates. 
However, the main provisions of the Act applied to all classes of 
estates, but certain of the provisions were made to apply only in the 
temporarily-settled estates, and in these respects the permanently-settled 
estates were still regulated by custom. The proprietors of permanently- 
settled estates were, however, not slow totake advantage of any of 
the provisions applicable to temporarily-settled estates which they consi- 
dered to their own advantage. 


Some more details of each of the permanently-settled estates 
of Cuttack are given below: 
KANIKA 

This was the largest estate on the revenue roll of the Cuttack 
Gollectorate, covering an area of 440 sq. miles,* out of which 
275 sq. miles, were in Cuttack district (locally kown as ‘Chamukha’ area) 
and 165 sq.miles* in Baleshwar district (locally known as ‘Panchamukha’ 
area). The estate was under Court of Wards from 1844 to 1849 and 
again from 1862 to 1902. There were three private settlements while 
the estate was under the Court of Wards. During the Dalziel settlement 
all the old villages were re-surveyed and original survey was done in 
the newly formed villages. An area of 4,350 acres (1,760°388 hectares) of 
jungle lands not contained in any village was excluded. An authoritative 
record-of-rights was prepared for the first time in this settlement. The 
cash rent roll at the commencement of the operation in the entire estate 
amounted to Rs. 1,98,347 of which Rs. 1,71,351 was for an area of 
1,20,330 acres held by settled and occupancy raiyats at an average rate 
of Rs. 1-7-0 (Rs. 1°36) per acre. The rent demand after the proceedings 
under section 128 and under sections 136 and 137 of the Orissa 
Tenancy Act had risen to Rs. 2,20,989. Acute differences arose between 
the landlord ( Raja of Kanika ) and the tenants in Baleshwar portion 
of this estate. The parties had to litigate in the courts of the District 
Judge and the High Court. The strained relationship between the 
Raja and his tenants had been described in some detail in the District 


* 1 sq. mile =2.590 sq. km. 
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Gazetter of Baleshwar district. Rent settlement in Cuttack portion was 
taken up later in order to avoid repetition of this trouble and the parties 
were induced to effect settlement of rent by agreement under provisions 
of sections 136 and 137 of the Orissa Tenancy Act. The rates of 
enhancement agreed upon were 3 annas per rupee of those 
rents which had been current since the enhancement in 1916. 
The great majority of the tenants agreed to the compromise with the 
result that no cases under section 128 were filed by the Raja 
in the Cuttack district portion. The result of the settlement of rent 
by suits was an enhancement by Rs.10,067°00 and that by compromise 
Rs.12,575. 


CHEDRA 


It covered an area of 5,244 acres in the centre of Kendrapaiha 
subdivision. The Commissioners allowed it as a permanently settled 
estate in 1803, but it was not mentioned in the Regulation XII of 
1805. The estate passed out of the family of its original proprietor by 
sale in 1836. The original Touzi No.17 became four Touzis by partition 
and the total revenue from all the four estates was Rs. 2,258. The area 
was included inthe provincial settlement operation as it was decided 
then that the permanently settled estates should also be taken up if 
they were mixed up in the temporarily settled areas or were irrigated 
by canal water. In the four Touzis an area of 3,364 acres was held 
by occupancy raiyats on a total rent of Rs. 9,518. No rent settlement 
was done during the Dalziel settlement as the proprietors did not 
file any application for enhancement of rent under section 128. 


KALKALA 


It was a small permanently-settled estate situated at the extreme 
south-western corner of Jajpur subdivison. The estate originally formed a 
part of Qilla Darpan which was permanently settled under Regulation XII 
of 1805. But later it was made into a separate estate. The total 
area of the estate was 12,091 acres, of which2,730 acres were recorded 
as Culturable waste. Like other estates on the western fringe of the 
district it contained forest clad hills sloping down to the edge of 
plains. The total cash rent in the last settlement amounted to 
Rs. 4,330 and the revenue of the estate was Rs. 131-3-7 ( Rs. 121°22 ) 


SUKINDA 


It was situated onthe extreme north-west corner of Cuttack district, 
butting out like a wedge between the cx-states of Kendujhar and 
Dhenkanal. For the most part it was anarea of forest clad hills. This 
Qilla is said to have been acquired about 8th century A.D. by the 
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Bhoj rulers of Central India, who expelled the aboriginal chiefs. The 
Rajas’ genealogical table gave the names of 45 chiefs in 1168 years. 
The estate was permanently-settled under Regulation XII of 1805. The 
revenue stated in the Sanad of 1804 was 550 Kahans of cowries converted 
into rupee 1,364-6-0 (Rs. 1,364°37). Of the total area of 2,14,790 acres,* 
only 39,011 acres were under cultivation in Dalziel settkement and 
since then reclamation went on rapidly over 1,06,389 acres recorded 
as cultureble waste. The landlord granted reclamation Pattas on 
payment of Sslami, allowing rent free enjoyment for «a few years 
after which the land was assessed torent. Much of the reclamation 
was done by Mundas who came from Singhbhum and Mayurbhanj. 
224 acres were recorded as Zamindar’s Nij-jote and 1,753 acres as 
Nij-chas. But most of these lands were actually let out to tenants on 
produce rent. In Dalziel settlement rent was settled by compromise. 
The total cash rent amounted to Rs, 51,537. The internal admini- 
stration of the Qilla bore close resemblance to a_ feudatory state. 
The disputes between tenants were generally decided by the Dewan and 
subordinate officers withthe zamindar acting as a final court of appeal. 
There was an orgatised system of unpaid labour. 


KUJANG 


This Qilla was permanently settled under Regulation XII of 1805. 

It covered an area of 369 sq. miles (955°673 sq.km.) containing the main 
estuary of theMahanadi river. It is said that inthe 17th century one Mallik 
Sendha subdued the neighbouring chiefs and created the Qilla of Kujang. 
The Sendha family held the Qilla from 1643 to 1868. On the advent of the 
British the Raja executed an agreement for payment of Peshkush of 11,503 
which was reduced to 7,503 in 1883, on the Raja’s agreeing to keep the 
embankments in repair and construct new ones wherever necessary. 
The Sendha family fell into debt and the great famine of 1866 finally 
ruined them. Theestate was sold in 1869 and was purchased for 3$ lakhs 
of rupees by the Mahar? ja of Burdwan, who held it till its abolition under 
the Estates Abolition Act in 1952. The estate was under Court of Wards 
from 1885 to 1902. In 1887, the estate was surveyed and the village units 
re-arranged forming 461 villages. At the last settlement the number of 
villages came down to 408 as a result of amalgamation, division and creation 
of new villages. The 1887 survey was not followd by any authoritative 

record writing or rent settlement. In Dalziel settlement an amicable 
settlement of rent was made on the completion of which the rent 

roll amounted to Rs. 1,19,595. Rents were found to be rather high, 

average rent incident under occupancy holding being Rs. 2-5-0 (Rs. 2°31) 





* One acre~0'404687 hectare. 
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per acre. The rent charged for Pan garden of which there were many 
varied from 50 to75 per acre. The Sairat income of the estate was largely 
derived from jungles but there were also some profits from markets, fisheries 
and miscellaneous sources. The total Sairat income was estimated to be 
Rs. 12,000. There were extensive jungles nearer the coast which were 
subsequently reclaimed on Patta basis but were largely encroached upon 
which were subsequently settled after abolition of the zamindari under 
lease principles of the Government. 


BISHNUPUR 


This estate covered an area of 17$ sq. miles between Kujang and 
Harishpur and contained a compact block of 44 villages in the south-east 
of Cuttack district and paid a revenue of Rs. 13,856. To resolve continual 
disputes between the landlord and the tenants, survey and record operations 
were taken up for the first time in 1906 during James Settlement period 
under section 101(2) (b) of the Bengal Tenancy Act and records were 
finally published in 1911. An area of 5,388 acres was assessed to a rent 
of Rs. 10,365 mostly by application filed under section 105 of the Act. 


HARISHPUR 


This covered an area of 40 sq. miles in 63 villages on the coast of south- 
eastern corner of Cuttack district. It was divided into two by the river 
Alaka. The western half was more or less cultivated and was much more 
advanced. The original proprietor belonged to Mangaraj family who 
also held Marichpur and Bishnupur estates. There was a settlement 
under Court of Wards in 1857. Soon after this the estate passed out 
of hands of the Mangaraj family owing to debts. It was purchased by 
one Babu Durga Charan Laha of Calcutta who held the estate till the last 
settlement. At the last settlement rents were fixed by compromise. 
The landlords were absentees and wealthy men and the management was 
left to the local agents who harassed the poor tenants. The cultivated 
area was 12,436 acres or 38 per cent of the total area. There was much 
scope for extension of cultivation of the lands on the coast for which 
construction of a protective embankment to keep out the sea-water was 
necessary. The cash rented holdings accounted for 11,146 


acres, the 
average rental being Rs. 2°25 per acre. 


MARICHPUR 


This was onthe mouth of river Devi in the north-east corner of Puri 
district, adjoining Harishpur estate of Cuttack district and had an area 
of 138°02 sq. km. Both the estates belonged to Mangaraj family. The 
estate passed out of their hands in the early part of 19th century owing 
to the debts of the Raja. It was transferred in portion several times and 
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there were eight sets of proprietors and the Raja of Aul having the largest 
interest. It was in Puri district but 31 villages of the estate with an area 
of 78°06 sq. km. lying to the left embankment of the river Devi have been 
transferred to Cuttack district and tagged to Jagatsinghapur Tahasil in 
Revenue Department Notification No. 69,290, dated the 7th November, 
1969. The balance area of the estate remained in Puri district. The 
cash rent-roll of the proprietor was Rs. 19,200. 


AUL 

This was to the western side of Kanika estate. Its area was 
134 sq. miles. The estate was surveyed and settled at the provincial 
settlement and also inthe revision settlement. The land revenue was fixed 
at Rs. 28,125-2-0 (Rs. 28,125°12). At the last settlement the proprietor 
had a cash rental of Rs. 1,22,059, besides produce-rent of 2,728 acres 
and Nij-chas lands of 1,331 acres. Theaverage incidence of rent of occu- 
pancy raiyat was Rs. 2-7-0 (Rs. 2°44) per acre. As a result of settlement 
of fair rent under section 128 the cash rent was increased to Rs. 1,23,482. 
The Qilla had very little scope for extension of cultivation as vast extent 
of land was recorded as uncultivable owing to breach in the ring 


embankment. 


DAMPARHA 
In pre-British days Qilla D> mparha formed a part of Qilla Bankt. 
One of th brothers of the Raja of Banki is said to have settled inDamparha 
and made it a separate estate. At the time of the British conquest, the 
then Raja of Damparha is said to have preferred to be under direct protec- 
tion of the British Government owing to his great fear of the chief of 
Banki. It, therefore, so happened that while Banki remained as one of 
the Garhjats, Damparha was formed into a permanently settled estate with 
a fixed land revenue of Rs. 1,333-5-4 (Rs. 1,333°33). Owing to minority 
of the proprietor, it was under Court of Wards in 1857. During the 
Court’s management the first settlement of the estate was made on the 
native method and the annual rent demand was fixed at Rs. 7,128. In 
1879, when the proprietor assumed charge of the estate, the Mufassal Jama 
was raised to Rs. 15,980. Inthe year 1888, the Jama was further raised 
to Rs. 23,221 which provoked a revolt among the tenantry, and ultimately 


it was reduced to Rs. 21,151. Between the year 1905 and 1907, a cadastral 


survey was made, record-of-rights prepared and rent settlement made in 
James Settlement and this is termed as the first land revenue settlement 
of the estate. According to this settlement the total area of Qilla was 
53,463°78 acres contained in 28 villages. Of the total uncultivated area, 
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3,720 acres were recorded as cultivable waste and the rest unfit for culti- 
vation being covered with hills and uncultivable jungles. The average 
village rate was Rs.2-10-0 per acre and the total cash rental of the estate 
amounted to Rs. 26,240. This estate was not taken up for settlement 
during the Dalziel Settlement of 1922—32. 


After vesting of the estate in the Government, survey and settlement 
operations were taken up in 23 villages (28 villages reduced to 23 by 
amalgamation from the field season of 1951-52) and completed in the year 
1962. Survey operations were taken up under the provisions of the 
Bengal Survey Act whereas” record-of-rights and rent settlement were 
prepared under the Orissa Tenancy Act asin Banki. Villages were classi- 
fied into three classes and the lands were classified into 23 classes taking 
into consideration the quality of the soil, irrigation and communication 
facilities, liability to damage by flood and drought, nearness to markets. 
etc.The rate of rent was fixed scientifically with regard to classification 
of land and it varied fom Rs. 7:00 for Sarad I land in Ist class villages 
to Rs. 1:50 for Patita uncultivated lands in 3rd class villages. The total 
area of 23 villages was 53,209°08 acres. Rents were fixed for 13,606 acres 
with a total rent demand of Rs.48,281'82 against the then existing rent of 
Rs,32,322, the average rent for rented holding being Rs. 3°54 per acre. 
Besides the cash rent, Sanja paddy 58 Bharans, 37 Gaunis and 5 seers and 
Biri 7 Bharans, 77 Gaunis and 6 seers were collected as kind rent fron 
7 villages. The record-of-rights presented the following picture in these 
23 villages : 


Abadi assessed 13,606°82 acres 
Abadi unassessed 740°52 acres 
Anabadi 25,459°56 acres 
Rakhit 12,628°07 acres 
Sarbasadharan 489°30 acres 
Government land 72°03 acres 
Departmental land 212°78 acres 


C—O 


Total ne $3,209°08 acres 
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DARPAN 

Qilla Darpan was a permanently-settled estate payag land 
revenue of Rs. 7,307-5-0 (Rs. 7,307°31) fixed in perpetuity under Regu- 
lation XII of 1805. Covering an area of 100 sq.miles (258790 sq. km.), 
it lies entirely within Jajpur subdivision of the districe. At the time of 
British conquest, one Raja Gulzar Hussi:in was the proprictor, with 
whom permanent settlement was effected. The estate was sold for 
arrears of revenue and purchased by Gopinath Pandit for 64,000 
rupees in 1843. The estate was under the management of the Court 
of Wards from 1860 to 1866 and againfrom 1905 to 1924 for various 
reasons. 


The Qilla was partly surveyed in 1892 and a complete record-of- 
rights prepared in 1901. The record thus prepared was revised in 
course of the revisional settlement of 1906--1912. {ti was not taken 
up in Dalziel Settlement. 

The estate comprised an area of 62,082°74 acres contained in 
285 villages as per revision settlement records. Of this, 37,089 acres 
were Cultivated andthe rest uncultivated. Ofthe total cultivated area, 
1456 acres were twice cropped and about 43 per cent irrigated by 
the High Level Canal. Of the total uncultivated area, 7,609 acres 
were Culturable waste and the rest unfit for cultivation, being covered 
with hills and unculturable jungles. The total rent-paying area was 
28,722 acres (out of which 30 acres paid rent in kind) with a total 
cash rent of Rs. 65,003. The total area of rent-free land inthe Quilla 
was 11,892 acres and the village rate was Rs. 2-4-0 per acre. 


MADHUPUR 


Qilla Madhupur was held at a Jama of Rs.6,174-12-0 (Rs.6,174° 75) 
fixed in perpetuity under a Sanad granted by the first Commissioner 
for the settlement of the province and confirmed under Regulation 
XII of 1805. This estate lies at the foot of the Dhenkanal hills. The 
western half was toa great extent covered by bare rocky hills and 
scrub jungles, the lands to the east and north were interspersed with 
those of the Mughalbandi and were fertile and highly cultivated. It 
had a total area of 40,675 acres, of which 23.660 acres were cultivated 
and 4,939 acres culturable waste. 


The origin of this estate is not known, but it appears that an 
adventurer fromthe north-west established himself in possession of it 
as inthe case of Sukinda. Raja Krishna Chandra Dhir diced in 1888 
as the result of a fall, and his eldest son Birbar Narayan Chandra 
Dhir, being then only 6 years old, the estate came under the 
Management ofthe Court of Wards until he attained majorityin 1902. 
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The estate was traversed and cadastrally surveyed in 1891—93, 
a complete record-of-rights prepared in 1897. The records were 
revised in course of the settlement of 1906—1912, and consequently 
excluded from the settlement of 1922—32. 


The total rent-paying areainthe Qilla was 22,871 acres, and of 
which 802 acres paid rent in kind andthe rest a total cash rent of 
Rs.37,535. The average village rate was Rs.2-8-0 per acre, as per 
revision settlement. records. 


Besides the Qillas of the permanently-settled estates mentioned 
above, there were a few important and notable temporarily-settled 
estates in the district which are worth mentioning in some detail. They 
are as follows: 


(1) Utikan Estate—It was the largest temporarily-settled estate 
in the district, covering 37,500 acres. It belonged to one Rai Bahadur 
Manmath Nath Mitra of Calcutta, Although surrounded by rivers, 
it was well protected by embankments, some of which were maintained 
by Government and some by the estate. The lands were fairly fertile. 
The assets as calculated at Dalziel settlement was Rs.98,688 and the 
revenue was settled at Rs.54,169. Suppression of tenants on Nij-chas 
and Nij-jote lands took place on a large scale at this settlement and 
2,644 acres were recorded as in _ cultivating possession of the 
proprietor, who asan absentee got those lands cultivated by ralyats, 
generally on produce rent. 


The estate inits origin was akin tothe adjoining Qlillajat estates, 
but was not granted permanent settlement. In many respects the 
management resembled that ofa Qillajat estate. The management was 
left to the local officials who were oppressive. 


(2) Mandal Estate—This estate was formed by partition of the 
original Qilla Dalijora. It was generally known as the Mandal estate 
as it belonged to the Mandals of Hugulidistrict. Qilla Dalijora was a 
temporarily-settled area in the hilly tract adjoining the Feudatory 
States of Dhenkanal and Athagarh. The Mandal estate contained 
extensive jungles. The cultivated area increased from 5,100 to 8,220 
acres in the course of the last settlement, and there were still an 
unassessed area of 21,000 acres as recorded in Dalziel settlement. The 
jungle also yielded a considerable Sairat income. Subsequent to rent 
settlement the proprictors gave lease of 4,000 acres of jungle to the Raja 
of Panchkote (Manbhum district) at a rent of Rs.855-90 (Rs. 855°56), 
This was not included inthe assets for purpose of revenue settlement. 
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(3) Rattan Estate—The name of Rattan estate was given 
to a group of estates owned by S. N. Bose of Calcutta. The 
largest was Tauzi No.147 which wasin Kendraparha subdivision. The 
lands were for the most part protected and to a great extent also 
irrigated. Assets had increased substantially and the revenue advanced 
from Rs.12,038 to Rs.16,733. The Ny-chas and Nij-jote lands were 
cultivated by ralyats on produce rent, but the estate succeeded in 
supressing these tenants. 


The estate was organised in circles with a manager in eachand a 
head manager inthe Cuttack office. The landlord was an absentee 
but made periodical visits to the property. 


Immediately after the revision settlement the estate brought a 
civil suit to obtain a declaration that the lands recorded as Sarbasa- 
dharan and Rakhit were landlord’s Anabadi and this was decreed 
exparte. In Dalziel settlement the rights of the public were again 
recorded. In general the management was oppressive, as is usual in 
large estates with absentee proprietors. 


(4) Pandua Estate~The Pandua estate, covering 18,400 acres 
in Thana Tirtol, belonged to the well-known Tagore = family of 
Calcutta. Lying near the coast, it was liable to saline inundation. 
The cultivated area increased by seven per cent inthe course of the 
settlement and revenue advanced from Rs.18,601 to Rs.25,408 although 
the percentage of assets taken was only 50. Rents of ordinary 
tenants were rather high, the average being Rs.3-14-0 (Rs. 3°88) per acre. 
Only a very small area was recorded as in cultivating possession of 
the proprietors. 


The estate was owned in three equal shares. The co-sharers were 
quarrelling with each other. The management of the estate was left 
to the local agents, who were reported to be somewhat rigorous in 


their rent collection and adopted arbitrary methods of charging 
mutation fees when they considered the sale price to have been 
understated, and realised at the sametime Amla Kharacha of Rs. 3 
Per Kabala. 


REVENUE-FREE (LAKHARAJ BAHEL) ESTATES 


The amount which Government derived from land revenue was 
very much curtailed by a very large number of revenue-free proper- 


ties. The Pargana officials of the pre-British period freely exercised 
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the right of gift and an enormous number of rent-free or revenue-free 
tenures were thus created. Some of these tenures were resumed at 
the first regular settlement of the district, but a great many More were 
confirmed, as it was laid down that all lands which had been held 
revenue-free during the two previous years, 1802-03 and 1803-04 should 
continue to be so held during the currency of the settlement. They 
were to be settled with the persons in possession on their executing 
agreements to be responsible for preservation of the peace, and to 
abstuin from collection of Sairat of other dues of any kind. It was 
no doubt intended that 2 careful scrutiny should afterwards be made 
into the validity of all claims to hold revenue- free under the above 
rule, but circumstances prevented this investigation being made until 
long afterwards. During these two years the Marathas had little 
leisure to devote to the details of revenue administration. Their own 
superior officers, with no one to supervise them, contented themselves 
With their own aggrandisement, and did not interfere with their 
subordinates, so long as the interests of the latter did not clash with 
their own. The consequence was that every one, from the Amil to the 
Muquddam, took advantage of the confusion to appropriate the lands 
under his charge. Documents, if called for, were easily forged in 
those days, and the burden of proof that they were invalid was thrown 
upon the Collector. By the year 1808 more than a hundred thousand such 
documents, affecting at least one-eighteenth of the land in the province 
had been filed in the Collectors office. Many of these claims were known 
to be fraudulent and invalid, but no attempt was made to shift 
them till 1837, when a systematic enquiry was begun. Large areas 
were resumed, but even so 72,909 estates covering area of 1,34,442 
acres, were confirmed as revenue-free in 1837-45 settlement in Cuttack 
district alone. These lands were protected in perpetuity from assess- 
ment , with the exception of the lands known as bin bavati lakhiraj 
which were declared to be liable to resumption on the death of the 
incumbent. The area of land recorded as revenue-free ( except Qilla 
Patia) in Dalziel settlement in 62,069 estates, was 1,34,354 acres and 
including Patia it was 1,56,578 acres. It willbe seen that each estate 
was very small, with an average area of 2°15 acres. The proportion 
of the revenue-free area to the total area assessed to revenue was 
16 percent. This is a large proportion , but Orissa is the holy 
land of the Hindus, and it supports a very large population of 
Brahman priests in attendance at an infinite number of Hindu shrines. 
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The main classes of revenue-free estates were Debottar, Pirottar, 
Amritamanohi, Brahmottar and Khusbas. These fell under two main 
heads according as they were assigned in trust for a charitable or 
religious purpose, or were the absolute propeity of the individual. The 
first class consisted mainly of lands, “bestowed on the Gods” such as 
grants to the Hindu idols and Muhammadan shrines known <s Debottar 
and Pirottar respectively, and Amritamanohi, a special term used for 
grants in endowment of the Jagannath temple at Purt. The management 
of these religious grants to deities or Piras was with trustees, who were 
designated as Sabaits or Marfatdars in the case of Debottar properties, 
and Matawalis or Daroghas 1n the case of Pirotiar grants. In the eye of 
the law, these grants were all in the nature of trusts, the land being the 
absolute property of the temple, idol or monastery. The second class 
included lands originally assigned for the support of individuals, such 
as grants to Brahmans known as Brahmottar, and Khusbas (. e. rest cont- 
ent), or agrant oflandto relatives or favourites. In practice, however, 
all these revenue-free grants were treated as the private property of the 
trustees who used them for their private purposes, and freely bought and 
sold-nominally in the interest of the deities, in spite of restrictions on 
transfer of such lands under the Hindu Religious Endowment Act and 
the Wakf Act. It was not uncommon to find a grant of land belonging 
to a Hindu idolin possession of a Muhammadan or land dedicated to a 
Pir in possession of Hindus. In most cases the original object of the 
Charitable grant was entirely lost sight of and the endowments were misused, 
misapplied or misappropriated. Though there was provision in the 
law for correcting such abuse, it was no one’s business to take action. 
No less than 76, 428 acres were recorded as in direct possession of these 
revenue-free landlords and 41, 755 acres were held from them by ralyats on 
cash rentals and 8, 656 acres on produce-rentals. The average rent paid 
for the 41, 755 acres held on cash renteat the advent of the settlement of 
1927 was Rs. 3-2-0 (Rs. 3°12) which was a little higher than the average in 
the temporarily settled estates. The biggest of these revenue-free estates 

was Patia, some details of which are given below. 
PATIA 

This Qilla was situated on the southern side of Cuttack town adjoining 
northern extremity of Khurda subdivision. At the time of British con- 
quest the Qilla was in possession of Raja Raghunath Deo, a descendant of 
the Raja of Orissa. The Marathas had made it revenue-free in consi- 
deration of his giving up the Saibiri zamindari. The Raja assisted the 
British forces at the time of the conquest and so the existing arrange- 
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ment was retained. The Raja received back Saibir zamindari which was 
afterwards sold for arrears of revenue. This Qilla originally consisted of 
48 villages of Parganas of Souri and Bahurupa. When the Dalziel settle- 
ment operation started the zamindar: had retailed only 19 of the 48 
villages the remaining villages having been sold. Later on as the estate 
was heavily in debt, the entire estate was sold by a civil decree and was 
purchased bythe Raja of Kanika who held it till its abolition under the 
Estates Abolition Act, 1952. This Qilla covering an area of 22, 224 acres 
was brought under settlement for the first time during the Dalziel s-ttle- 
ment. 28 villages of this estate have since been transferred from Cuttack 
district to Puri district in Revenue Department Notification No. 61400— 
111-133/69-R, dated,30th September, 1969, 


LAND TENURES 


Apart from certain zamindars who held proprietary rights under the 
Mughals or Marathas, and had been recognized as Rajas of Qillas or 
had received permancnt settlements for their lands before the commence- 
ment of the settlemsnt proceedings of 1837, most other zamindars of 
Orissa descended fromthe old Talukdars, rent-collectors, village headmen, 
holders of resumed Jagirs and the like, as well as from the holders of the 
large revenue-free properties that were resumed and assessed to revenue 
by the British during the early years of their rule. Under these zamindars 
again a class of subordinate proprietors, or proprietary tenure-holders, 
was recognized at the settlement of 1837, which was composed of village 
headmen such as Muqaddams, Sarbarakars and Pursethis or the pur- 
chasers or recipients of proprietary rights in small plots of land from the 
zamindars or Muqaddams_ such as Khridadars or Sikimi zamindars. 


The above formed the proprietary classes, the zamindars paying 
their revenue direct to the treasury, and the sub-proprietors or proprietary 
tenure-holders paying their revenue through their zamindars. With 
them also may be included the Lakharaj baheldars or holders of confirmed 
revenue-free lands, who had permanent right to hold their tands free 
of land revenue, and were independent of the zamindars of whose estates 
their lands originally formed a part, except in so far as they were bound 
under Act IX of 1880 to pay certain cesses through these zamindars. 


The tenants who held lands beneath the proprietors or proprietary 
tenure-holders mentioned above could be divided roughly into seven 
classes: (1) the Tankidars, or holders of small areas permanently assessed 
at a quit-rent, (2) the Nisfi-bazyaftidars or holders of resumed rent-free 
lands assessed for the term of the settlement of 1837 at half rates, (3) the 
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Kamil-bazyaftidars, or holders of resumed rent-free lands assessed at that 
settlement at full rates, (4) the Thani ralyats or resident cultivators, whose 
rents were fixedfor the term of the settlement, (5) the Chandna raiyats 
or holders of homestead lands only, whose rents were also fixed for the 
term of the settiement, (6) the Pahi raiyats or non-resident raiyats, who 
were practically in most cases, tenants-at-will and (7) the holders of 
service and other Jagirs who held their lands rent-free, either in considera- 
tion of services rendered, or as rewards for services in the past. 


It will be seen that the landed interests in Orissa, owing to diversity 
of their origin, were formerly extremely complicated. But after enforcc- 
ment of the Orissa Tenancy Act they were simplified and could broadly 
be classified under the following heads: 


(1) Proprietors who were directly responsible to the Government 
for the revenue of the lands owned by them; and revenue- 
free proprietors who held land free of assessment in 
perpetuity. 

(2) Sub-proprietors with semi-proprietary rights holding under the 

proprietors. 


(3) Tenure-holders with certain privileges with regard to transfer 
and rate of rent. 


(4) Ordinary tenure-holders without such privileges. 


(5) Ordinary cultivators, divided into settled, occupancy and 
non-occupancy raiyats. 


(6) Non-agricultural tenants, and in the temporarily-settled area, 
the Chandnadars whose rents had been fixed for the term 
of the settlement. 


(7) Jagirdars or service tenure-holders. 


(8) Under-raiyats. 


PROPRIETORS 


| The average size of a zamindari estate in Cuttack was smaller than 
Inany other district of Orissa (being 138 acres only), and the majority of 
them paid revenue ranging from Rs. 10 to Rs. 50. The division of the 
Proprietary right by partition, inheritance or sale had been carried to great 
length and by Dalziel Settlement period the number of private 
estates had increased from 4,452 to 8,347. There were 1,00,200 recorded 
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proprietors or an average of 12 to an estate during Dalziel Settlement. 
The number of petty-estates was the highest in Jajpur subdivision, whereas 
in central and eastern Cuttack there were some big estates owned by 
Bengali zamindars, who acquired them at the revenue sales at Fort Wiiltam 
in the early part of the 19th century. The Bengali landlords of the 
large estates were mostly absentees living in Bengal, who rarely paid a 
visit to their estate, and the management rested with their local agents. 
The average revenue paid for temporarily settled estates was Rs. 175 per 
estate and such z:mindars were little more than a prosperous raiyat. 
The minimum profit left to the proprietors of the temporarily settled estates 
was 47 per cent of their assets, but their income was actually much higher. 
Mutation fees and other perquisites of which Government did not take 
any share was not less than 10 per cent of the rental. The lands in posses- 
sion of the proprietors, i. e., Nij-jote and Nij-chas lands were assessed at 
the average ratyati rental, though the actual profits therein were much 
higher, and lands newly brought under cultivation remained unassessed 
during the currency of the settlement, which added to the profits of the 


proprietor. 


SUB-PROPRIETORS AND TENURE-HOLDERS 

Fortunately for the district the chain of middlemen between Govern- 
ment and the cultivators was not very long. In most of the estates only 
the zamindar intervened between Government and the raiyat and even 
where tenure-holders intervened they were comparatively few. Still 1,124 
sub-proprietary tenures were recorded in Dalziel settlement. Of these 
613 were Maqaddami, 265 Sarbarakari, 7 Pursethi Kharidari,23 Koth 
Karida, 202 Sikimizamindari, 5 Padhani and 9 Tanki. The various grades 
of tenure-holders appear to have sprung up during the last century, most 
of them having grown concurrently with the growth of the zamindary 
interest and in spite of the opposition of the zamindars. As the superior 
officers under the Mughal settlement crystalised into Taluqdars, so the 
village headmen and accountants were found in the position of proprietz ry 
tenure-holders as Padhans, Muqaddams, Pursethis and Sarbarakars. 
The old Hindu name of the village headmen was Padhan, but most of 
this class were absorbed under the Arabicform ofthe name as Muqaddams 
into the Muhammadan system. The Pursethis were also headmen whose 
duty was to collect the rents, superintend the cultivation and settle raiyats 
in the villages. Allthese were transformed in course of time into tenure- 
holders. Some Sarbarakars were originally mere servants ofthe Zamindars 
who collected rents from the cultivators and enjoyed Jagirs, but gradually 
obtained prescriptive right to the tenure as it descended from one genera- 
tion to another. Another important class of tenure-holders was the K harid- 
dars, or purchaseré of waste lands. It was customary in the days 
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of the Mughals and Marathas to transfer small a1eas of waste and jungle 
land to persons who undertook to bring it under cultivation or to found 
villages. The areas were supposed to be small and worthless, but fraud 
was practised in many cases, and valuable lands were frequently alienated 
for a small consideration. The Sikimi zamindars arose mainly in two 
ways; (1) on the resumption of Jagir villages where one of the Jagirdars 
was engaged for payment of revenue, and the others were recorded as 
Sikimi (i.e., included) zamindars paying through the recorded Malguzar 
or revenue payers or (2) owing to land being assigned by the Malguzar 
for the support of his near relatives, the latter not being allowed to engage 
separately. 


The sub-proprietors had a position approximate to that of the pro- 
prietors within their own lands. Until the passing of the Orissa Tenancy 
Act in 1913, they had fared badly owing to their not being recognised by 
statute. Those sections of the Bengal Tenancy Act which had been extended 
to Orissa made no mention of any class between proprietors and tenure- 
holders, and consequently they were in danger of becoming merged in the 
common body of tenure-holders. The Orissa Tenancy Act, for the first 
time, clearly defined their status. Under the tenancy law all sub-proprie- 
tors, with the exception of the Sarbarakars, had the right of transfer. 
The tenures were hereditary and divisible, but no division of revenue 
could be made without the consent of the proprietor, nor was any such 
division binding upon Government without its approval. Within their 
tenure they exercised the same rights as the proprietors exercised in their 
own estates, and the tenures were liable to sale on default of payment of 
revenue. Sub-proprietors other than Tankidars could hold private or 
Nij-jote lands which were privileged against the acquisition of occupancy 
rights by tegants, an advantage which ordinary tenure-holders did not 


enjoy. On recusancy, Sikimidars, Kharidadars of the first class and 
Padhans were entitled to Malikana at 5 per cent, and could also claim 
re-entry at the ensuing settlement, whilst Muqaddams and Kharidadars 
of the second class were entitled to Malikana at 5 per cent on recusancy, 
but not to re-entry. Sarbarakari tenure was not transferable without the 


_ consent of the proprietor and was terminated on recusancy. 


In Dalziel settlement, the areacovered bythe sub-proprietary tenure 
was 1,31,118 acres. The gross assets of these sub-proprietary tenures 
were found to be Rs. 31,59,360 and those were distributed in the 
proportion of 32 per cent tothe sub-proprietors, 17 to the proprietors 
and 51 to Government. 
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The number of these sub-proprietors multiplied greatly owing to 
the operation of the law of inheritance and succession. The undisputed 
right of succession andfreedom of transfer, which the bulk of the sub- 
proprietors acquired, and which the Government also reccenised, was 
a fatal gift which greatly undermined’ their position. With the 
multiplication of tenures they were impoverished, and the zaminder 
found rent collection exceedingly difficult. Disputes and litigation 
among the co-sharers was inevitable, and very often, owing to the default 
of one, the property of all was brought to sale. Therzciyats were hare ssed 
by demands for rent from several separete co-sharers, and the free 
transfer of land was hampered when recognition had to be obtained from 
a number of landlords. 


Tankidars or Tanki-baheldars 


Tanki-baheldars were classed as sub-proprietors under the Orissa 
Tenancy Act, but their origin end position was peculiar. They were persons 
who at the British conquest were found paying quit-rents, and whose 
title to hold their land for ever on quit-rents was declared valid 
under the Cuttack Land Revenue Regulation of 1805. The erea held 
by Tanki-baheldars was very small only about 490 acres and the 
quit-rent was only Rs.10/. 


Privileged Tenure-holders 


Among the tenure-holders not of the sub-proprietary classes, the 
main distinction was between privileged’and ordinary tenure-holders. 
The two chief classes of privileged tenure-holders were the K haridadars ¢nd 
Bazyaftidars. The Kharida-tenure originated in the practice of the 
zamindars in the time of the Mvghals and the Marathas transferring 
small pieces of waste or jungle land to persons who undertook to ‘bring 
them under cultivation. The Bazyaftidars were the descendents 
of those persons whose lands were resumed as invalid grants at the 
first regular settlement of 1837. In order to reconcile them to the 
sudden change, those who had held them for many years were assessed 
to half rates, while others were nominally assessed to full rates which 
were, however, very low. These rates continued till the settlement of 
1897, when an attempt was made to bring the half rates on to q 
level with the others. The rents still remained much below the general 
level of rents. In_ the settlement of 1927, Government followed the 
game lenient policy and the rents of those privileged tenures were limited 
to two-thirds of the average ralyati rent in the village. The right 
of these tenure-holders was permanent, heritable and transferable. 
The total area held by Kharidadars was 28,100 acres with a rent 
incidence of Rs.2-3-0 (Rs. 2°19) per acre. The area held by Bazyaftidars 
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was 1,08,200 acres with a rental incidence of Rs.1-i3-0 (Rs. 1 St)per 
acre aS compared with the average ratyati rent of Rs.3-6-6 (Rs. 3°40). 
There were 34,500 Kharida Jamabandi holdings and 1,73,100 Bajyapt: 
Madhya Satwadhikari (including Bajyapt! Sthitiban) holdings in Cuttack 
at the time of last settlement. 


Other Tenure-holders 


Other tenure-holders had no special privileges such as freedom 
of transfer. They were primarily persons who had acquired lends 
from a proprietor for the purpose of collecting rents or bringing them 
under cultivation by establishing .tenants on it. The area hela 
by them was 8,100 acres and the average rent paid by them was 
about Rs.2-5-0 (Rs.2°31) per acre. 


RAIYATS 


By far the most numerous andimportent part of the rural population 
consisted of raiyats of different classes, viz. settled, occupancy and non- 
occupancy. Theraiyat was primarily (but not necessarily) a person who 
had acquired a right to hold land for the purpose of cultivating it himself. 


The actual cultivators of the soil at the time ofthe British conquest 
were found to be divided into two classes, viz. Thani or resident, and 
Pahi or non-resident raiyats. Theterm Thani was a corruption of Sthant 
or Sthaniya, ie. local. The Thani raiyat had a hereditary right of 
occupancy in his lands, while the Pahi raiyat was a mere tenant-at-will. 
The advantages enjoyed by the former were briefly as follows: 


He held his homestead and garden land rent-free; his lands were the 
best in the village; and he had preference in reclamation of new lands. 
He had communal right to pasture, fire-wood and thatching grass; he 
had a hereditary right of occupancy and he could not be ousted so long 
as he paid his rent. These advantages increased his importance in the 
eyes of his neighbours and strengthened his credit with the money-lender. 
On the other hand, his rent was much higher than that paid by the 
non-resident raiyat, and he groaned under the extra contributions and 
impositions exacted from him by his landlord. These demands were 
often so excessive as to swallow up all the profits of cultivation, and so 
he was often compelled to abandon his home. The Pahi raiyat paid a 
much lower rate of rent, but on the other hand, he was liable to be 
turned out of his holding at any moment. 

After the settlement of 1837,the Thani rents remained aimost un- 
changed while the rents of Pahi raiyats, which for years were not regulated 
by law rose as the competition for land become keene... At the 
settlement of 1897 therents of the two classes were brought approximately 
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to the same level, and asthe Bengal Tenancy Act, 1885 did not distinguish 
between the rights of the two classes, the Pahi raiyats acquired the 
status of settled raiyats with all the privileges which that conferred. 


In the Dalziel Settlement period in the temporarily-settled estates, 
there were 6,06,345 acres held by settled and occupancy ratyats, 
directly under the proprietors and sub-proprietors, the rent incidence 
per acre being Rs. 3-7-0 (Rs. 3°44). The area held by non-occupancy 
raiyats was very small, that is, less than 2,300 acres. Inthe permanently- 
settled estates, taken up in this settlement, there were 5,10,554 acres held 
by settled and occupancy raiyats directly under the proprietors, the rent 
incidence being Rs. 1°44 per acre. The area held by non-occupancy raiyat 
was also very small being 11.760 acres only, a non-occupancy raiyats 
being one who held any land for less than 12 years. After holding 
any landina village for 12 years or more he became a settled raiyat 
of the village and once he attained the status of a settled 
raiyat, he acquired occupancy right over all lands held by him for 
the time being in the village. 


Chandnadars 


In the case of the cultivating classes, their homesteads generally 
formed part of their agricultural holdings, but the shop keepers, artisans 
and the labouring classes, who had no arable land in the village, 
paid rent for their homesteads only and were formerly called Chandnadar. 
The term originally implied inferiority in status as on this class fell 
the obligation of supplying forced labour, but this obligation having 
fallen into disuse, the word Chandna came to be used for all home- 
stead land paying rent separately from the arable lands. At the 
settlement of 1897, Chandnadars were given leases securing to them 
fixity of rent for the term of the settlement, and under the Orissa 
Tenancy Act their status was recognised and defined, and they were 
protected from eviction except in execution of a decree for arrears of 


rent. Save for these express provisions the incidents of the tenancy 
continued to be regulated by local custom and usage. The term 


*“Chandnadar” was strictly applicable only to the Chandnadars in 
the temporarily-settled estates. Homestead tenancies which existed 
in the permanently-settled and revenue free estates were governed 
entirely by contract and custom. They were recorded in Gharbari 
status. There were 3,525 acres of Chandna tenancies in the 
temporarily-settled estates and 382 acres of Gharabari (homestead) land 
in permanently-settled estates. 


Jagirdars 


A Jagirdar was one who held lands rent-free or on low rent in 
return for services rendered. There were two classes of Jagirdars, 
those who rendered service to the landlords and were liable to eject- 
ment on failure to perform such service, and those commonly known as 
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Desheta Jagirdars who performed services to the village community. 
The system of giving Jagir land to village servants such as barber, 
washerman, carpenter, potter and astrologer had prevailed in Orissa 
from ancient times and their lands had always been exempted from 
land-revenue. The general custom for these village servants was to 
receive small payments of paddy or cash annually from the raiyats. 
The lands given rent-free to the servants of the landlords were, 
however, valued for purposes of revenue assessment. In Dalziel 
Settlement, in the temporarily-settled estates an area of 4,100 acres 
was recorded as communal Jagir, and 3,000 acres as Jagirs held for 
service to the landlords. In the permanently-settled estates of this 
district, 4.626 acres were recorded as ordinary Jagir and 1,528 acres as 
Desheta Jagir. 


UNDER-RAIYATS 

Tenants holding whether immediately or mediately, under ralyats, 
were classed as under-raiyats. These are locally called Sikimi- 
ralyats. In the temporarily-settled areas of this district there were 
56,000 holdings of under-raiyats with an area of 16,500acres. In 
the permanently-settled estates of this district, there were 11,620 such 
holdings with an area of 5,342 acres. Most of the under-raiyats had 
other lands of their own either in the same or inthe neighbouring 
village. 


Lands of other status 


Besides the tenures mentioned above, lands under the following 
status were recorded in Dalziel Settlement in the a.eas taken up for 
settlement operation in the then Cuttack district. 


Temporarily Permanently 


Status of land settled area (in settled area (in 

acres) acres) 
1. Nij-jote in Khas possession of the 52,560 1,423 

proprietors 

2. Nij-jote Babat Sthitiban 16,290 1,630 
3. Nij-chas 29,320 4,450 
4. Anabadi 1,99,792 3,07,839 
5. Sarbasadharana 11,526 3,648 
6. Rakshit Anabadi 63,600 4,278 
7. Government land 31,550 14,480 
8. Raiyats at fixed rates - 5,562 
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The total area of this ex-state as per 1920—22 settlement was 
168 sq. miles (435°103 sq. km.) and it was divided into four revenue;circles 
under Kanungogs with one Revenue Officer for the whole state. The Dewan 
was appellate authority over the Revenue Officer and the Ruling?Chief 
was the final authority in all revenue matters. The management of 
Jand and villages in Athagarh was based on Sarbarakari system for a 
very long time but due to mal-administration this agency system was 
abolished in 1934-35 and collection of land revenue and cess began 
the direct responsibility of the administration. The Kanungoes acted 
as agents for collection of land revenue and cess, 


Athagarh had no codified revenue law till 1937 when the 
“Revenue Laws and Regulations of Athagarh State’ came into force 
from the Ist April, 1937. The first settlement of the ex-state was done 
in 1844, the records of which are not available. In this settlement 
enly cultivated area is said to have been measured andthe measure- 
ment seems to have been done by some standard stick or bamboo or 
by eye estimation. Next settlement was done in 1861 inthe whole 
€x-state including cultivated and uncultivated areas. Measurement 
was again done by rough method and did not amount to any sort of 
accurate survey. Another settlement was commenced in 1866 in which 
a few villages were surveyed and some were altogether left out. In 
1900, a more elaborate settlement was taken up and the villages were 
divided into six classes and the lands into four classes. 
described as a Lathi survey. Again another settlement operation was 
commenced in 1920 and finalised in 1922, when the state was under 
the management of Court of Wards as the ruler Was a minor. In 
this settlement village boundaries were surveyed by plane table method 
adopting 16” = 1 mile scale. The detailed survey of cultivated land 
was done with the help of a standard pole of 10’ — $6”. 
This was not much different from the Previous Bhaunria system except 


that the village boundaries were fixed by plane table method. 
plotting was found to be defective. 


This survey is 


Internal 
) No proper boundary marks were 
fixed on the village boundaries. Total area of the state was recorded 


as 1,08,623 acres (43,958°316 hectres) having 30,861 acres (12,489-045 
hectares) of cultivated lands. Ags against six classification of 
villages adopted in 1900 only three were considered adequate 
having regard to nature, type and productivity of | 
irrigation facility, liability to flood and drou 
animals. Sarada, Goda and Pala lands were classified into three 
classes and the Taila lands were kept in one type as in the previous settle. 
ment. Theterm of the settlement was again 15 years. Additional cyt}. 
vated area of 2,345 acres (948°99] hectares) was brought to light. Excluding 


soil, 
ght and destruction of wild 
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Sarbarakari commission charges at 10 per cent, the total Touzi demand 
stood at R3.35,716. It was also ordered that along with rent, education 
cess at 2} anaa(Re.9° 15) per rupee, dispensary cess at 1} annas (Re.0° 08) 
per rupee and road cess af one anna (R2.0° 05) per rupee, fuel cess at 4 anna 

(Re.0° 03) per rupee, besides a surcharge of 43 anna per rupee of land revenue 
as cess should be collected at the time of realisation of Ist Kist of land 
revenue in January. For rent-free grants the road cess was 3 annas (Re.0- 
19) per rupee. All these cesses except fuel cess have been abolished after 
enforcement of the Orissa Cess Act, 1962. 


LAND TENURE 


There were no Zzamindarits in Athagarh. There were also no 
tenure-holders, though there wa2rc a large numDder of reat-frea grants 
(roughly one-third of the total cultivated area ofthe state) in 
almost every village. In fact there were 62 kinds of rent-free grants 
which could be broadly classified as Debottar, Brahmottar, maintenance 
and service grants. Among the maintenance grants were included 
Khamar or Khanja lands held by the ruler or members of his family. 
According to 1929 Settlement report, 4,756 acres Debottar, 1,493 acres 
Brahmottar, 1,116 acres Khamar and 2,203 acres service Jagirs were 
recorded, the total of all rent-free holdings being 11,063 acres with 
rental of Rs.27,034. The Debottar and Brahmottar lands were 
generally cultivated on Sinja or Baag(crop-sharing) basis. 1938 Rules 
prohibited sale of these rent-free grants which could pass only by 
Inheritance. On transfer they bscam: rcaiyati liable to rent. 


Ratyats were described as Thani and Pahi according as they resided 
in the villages in which cultivated lands were held or in some other 
villages. There was no diffzrence ia the rights between the two except 
that the Thani raiyats were entitled to hold one Gunth (0°04 acre) of 
homestead land free of rent. Non-agricultural raivats, i. e., persons who 
held homestead laads only were described as Chandnadars following the 
Bengal system in Orissa. Transfer of lands was subject to sanction of 
the Ruling Chief. Mutation fee at 19 per cent was charged in case of 
ordinary sales and 25 per cent in case of special sanction sale, that is, 
Sale of lands belonging to aboriginals and illiterate people. Under the 
proclamation of April 1940, permission of the state for sale was not 
necessary except in case of aboriginals, non-residents, etc. The 
proclamation of 1940 granted full rights over trees in raiyati, Lakharaj or 
Jagir lands. Reclamation of wastelands under the 1938 Rules was permi- 
tted on realisation of Salami at various rates, according to the quality 

Yof land. Homestead lands were also allotted on payment of Salami with 
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additional charge over fruit trees on lands. If the land was having forest 
growth, the trees were sold by the Ranger by auction and the auction 
purchaser was expected to remove the forest growth within two months. 
The Tahasildar was empowered to sanction leases up to 15 acres and the 
Revenue Officer up to 30 acres and above 30 acres sanction of Ruling 
Chief was required. Under the proclamation of 1940, rent was not being 
assessed on Nayabadi lands for 3—5 years and eviction proceedings were 
started if after the expiry of the said period the raiyat had not reclaimed 
or improved the allotted land. All tanks were recorded as Rajasarkari 
tanks with a note that the excavator had a prior right to the water. No 
charges were made for the use of water for irrigation purposes, but 2 
per cent of the income from fish was credited to the state. The fishing 
rights over the river Mahanadi was leased out by the state. The rights 
of the under-raiyats was not recognized. After merger, the revenue laws 
and practices in force inthe state were modified by the Administration 
of Orissa States Order, 1948, the provisions of which were continued under 
the Orissa Merged States (Laws) Act, 1950. Various rights were conferred 
on persons holding land in all ex-state areas which brought their status 
on par with that of their counterparts in the adjoining Mughalbandi area 
which will be described in some detail in later part of this chapter. 


After the merger, survey and settlement operations were initiated 
in Athagarh in 1950—52. The Revenue Laws and Regulations of Athagarh, 
1937 and the Merged States (Laws) Act, 1950 did not contain any provi- 
sionfor conducting survey or settlement operation. This lacuna was 
partly removed by an amendment of Merged States Laws Act extending 
the Bengal Survey Act, 1875 to all former states merged in Orissa. 
Accordingly, survey was takenup in Athagarh under section 3 of Bengal 
Survey Act. The Orissa Tenancy Act, 1913 was not extended to Athagarh. 
Hence for preparation of record-of-rights and settlement of rent a set 
of rules was prepared on the lines similar to the provisions of the O. T. 
Act, 1913 and the rules framed thereunder. The procedure prescribed 
in the Bihar and Orissa Survey and Settlement Manual and the Technical 
Rules of 1927 was followed. The entire process was regularised under 
Section 38 of the Survey and Settlement Act, 1958 when it was extended 
to this area. For the first time in Orissa aerial survey was experimented 
in 209 villages entrusted to the Director of Eastern Survey, Survey of 
India who in his turn entrusted the work to the Messers Air Survey 
Company, Dum Dum, Calcutta. As detailed occupation over homestead 
and concentrated trees could not be surveyed from the air, the experi- 
ment did not prove successful and was ultimately abandoned. The 
Record-of-Rights with settled rent were finally published in 1962-63. 
There were 211 villages in the last settlement but prior to merger two 
villages, namely Odra and Baniabandha were amalgamated in the reserved 
forests. The settlement operation was, therefore, done in 209 villages. 
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In 1900 settlement, villages were divided into six classes. But in the 
last settlement of 1952—62 these were classified into three classes taking 
into consideration all factors, i. e., nature of soil, irrigation facilities, 
liability to flood, ravages of wild animals and two other important factors, 
namely communication and marketing facilities. Since the last settle- 
ment an important trunk road, i. e., Cuttack-Sambalpur National 
Highway passing through this area has improved beyond recognition. 
The Cuttack-Talcher Railway line which gave very substantial benefits 
appreciated the value of lands in villages situated nearby. Besides, a 
net-work of roads, both metalled and unmetalled, constructed or improved 
under the various development schemes afforded easy means of communi- 
cation to all important centres of business in the ex-state. Lands were 
classified into seven broad classes and then into three sub-classes except 
Taila and Dalua lands. These were Sarada, Sarada-Dofassal, Goda, 
Pala, Bagayat, Taila and Dalua. The following rates of rents consi- 
dered fair and equitable were fixed in this settlement for different classes 
of lands and villages. 


Class J Class II Class ITI 





villages villages villages 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

Sarada I 4°50 4:00 2°75 
Sarada II 3°50 3°00 225 
Sarada Il yas fs) 2°25 1°50 
Sarada I (Dofassal) 5°75 +25 3°75 
Sarada [I(Dofassal) 4°75 4°00 3°00 
Sarada IIf (Dofassal) 775 3°00 2°00 
Goda Ist Class S75 3°50 3°25 
Goda 2nd Class 215 2°50 275 
Goda 3rd Class 1°75 1°50 1°25 
Pala I 2°75 2°50 2°00 
Pala I 2°25 2°00 1°75 
Pala III 2°00 1°75 1°50 
Taila 1°25 1°20 0°75 
Bagayat 275 22) 1°50 
Gharbari lands 7-00 5°00 3°50 


Chandna lands 23°50 15°75 9°25 


er, OS 
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The effect of settlement of 1952—62 in Athagarh is given in the 
following tabular statement : 

















Total No. of villages Area of villages Total rent (in Rupees) 
cameras eee imag = SO 
Current Last settle- Current Last settle- Current Last settlement 
settlement ment settlement ment settlement 
(i) | (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
209 21 77,744°49 68,241°88 1,19,411°12 68,021-4-+4+ 160 
Pautis & 6 Gaunis 
of paddy 
Depart- Abadjogya Abad Rakshit Sarba- Area of Area of 
mental Anabadi Ajogya Anabadi sadha- assessed umassesSed 
land Anabadi tana land land 
(7) (8) (9) (10) (11) (12) (13) 


1,196°382 —11,922°4] 7,987 22 7,508°98  1,014°68 42,470°93 5,643°4 





Athagarh ex-state was made into a separate Tahasil under the 
Orissa Revenue Administration (Units) Act, 1963 in June 1964. 
REVENUE ADMINISTRATION IN BADAMBA EX-STATE 

The area of this ex-state as ascertained in 1924-25 settlement is 
141°90 sq. miles with 135 villages (since increased to 138). Broadly 
speaking the ex-state is divided into two parts by nature, that is the 
Mountainous upland and the low lying plains portion. The river Mahanadi 
passes through this ex-state in the south and it forms the boundary between 
this ex-state and the Banki Government estate and Khandaparha ex-state. 
The plains portion is divided into two parts. One is locally known 
by the name Kulati, i.e., an area on the bank of ariver. The area between 
the hilly tract and the Kulati goes by the name Parang, which means 
that the area is free from the effects of floods. The Khond villages are 
comparatively rich in fertility where lands are irrigated by hill-streams 
but the crops are liable to damage by wild animals. The Parang is 
also fertile but the Kulati area is subject to damage by Mahanadi floods, 
The protective embankment constructed along the river bank has reduced 
the harmful effects of the floodsto a great extent. 


Sarbarakari system of village management was in vogue. Each 
village was in charge ofa Sarbarakar. In certain cases one Sarbarakar 
managed two villages and likewise there were also two Sarbarakars in 
one villageina few cases. There were altogether 124 Sarbarakars in 
this ex-state before the system was abolished by provisions of the 
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Orissa Merged Territories (Village Offices Abolition) Aci, [902 (Act 
10 of 1963). On abolition, the Bhogra lands were resumed and settled 
with occupancy right therein in favour of Sarbarakars, thetr co-sharers 
or tenants who were tound in actual cultivating possession of the 
same immediately before the date of abolition. 


The Sarbarakars held lands known as Bhogra. But these were 
fully assessed to rent. There were 26 villages with no Bhogra lands. 
Apart from Bhogra lands, the Sarbarakars got commission of 12 1/2% 
ot lana revenue in villages inthe forest area and 10 per cent in other 
villages. Co-sh'rersin Bhogra, if any, were not officially recognised. 
The Sarbarakar was responsible for payment ofthe land revenue of 
the village whether he was able to collect it from the rajyats or not. 
He had numerous other duties such as looking after State forests and 
wastelands, reporting offences against the laws, granting receipts to raiyats, 
etc. Although his liability in respect of Rasad (free food) and Begar 
(free labour) had been largely abolished, he still had to make cash 
payment tothe Ruler on Sunia day. He had no authority to allot 
lands to cultivators or take possession of abandoned or surrendered 
lands. 


Lands in this ex-state do not appear to have been measured for the 
purpose of assessment before 1860 and probably the land revenue was 
fixed by estimation of seed capacity and what the cultivator agreed to 
pay. In 1862-63,a settlement was made by measurement with a 
standard rod called Padika or Pole. There was no classification of 
land or of village. A similar settlement was made in 1882 but in the 
next settlement in 1902-03, boundaries of villages were surveyed by 
plane table survey but measurement of land was done as before with 
the standard rod. But in 1924-25 settlement, the cx-State was 
surveyed and measured ona scientific basis. An attempt was made to 
classify the villages into groups and lands were classified according to 
their productivity capacity. The old rates were revised in order to 
make them uniform as far as possible and enhanced in proportion 
to the productivity of the lands of various classes. This resulted in 7 
rates for first class Sarada lands, 8 rates for second class Sarada lands, 
7 rates for third class Sarada lands, 11 rates for first class Biali lands, 
9 rates for second class Biali lands, 8 rates for third class Biali lands, 
9 rates for first class Padar lands, 7 rates for second class Padar 
lands, 3 rates for 3rd class Padar lands, 1 rate for Taila lands and 
12 rates for homestead lands. Out of a total area of 90,819 acres, 
26,203 acres were assessed to rent at Rs.49,935-2-9 (Rs.49,935°17) and 
the rest were roads, 1ent-free and wastelands, forests, etc. The area 
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under cultivation producing paddy and Rabi crops came to 32,673 acres 
as detailed below: 


1. Raiyati including Bhogra - 2,4715 acres 
2. Tanki (quit rent) a 764 acres 
3. Lakharaj (rent-free) es 3,008 acres 
4. Khamar ae 1,203 acres 
5. Khanja .. 336 acres 
6. Jagir ie 2,647 acres 


There was no Zamindari in Badamba and no whole village was 
held by any tenure holder. Other tenures that existed in the ex- 
state may be classified roughly under various grants such as religious 
grants (Debottar and Pirottar), grants to Brahmins known as 
Brahmottar, maintenance grants such as Khanja to relatives of the 
ruling family and grants such as Anugruhi, i.e, granted as a mark 
of favour, Raktapata and other grants in recognition of meritorious 
services and grants made as remuneration for the performance of 
various services known asJagirs. Desheta Jagir lands were assigned to 
the professional classes in almost every village for rendering services 
to the village community. The paiks had Jagirs but these were 
assessed torent, although the liability to serve was not removed. 
Personal lands of the rulers were recorded as Rajasarkar Khamar, the 
proceeds of which did not enter the budget but formed the personal 
income of the ruling family. There were Khamar lands which were 
assigned to ladies of the Raja family: The tenants cultivating those 
lands could not acquire any permanent rights on these lands. The 
Rani Saheba had been granted 523 acres of Khamar lands since the 
last settlement. Certain Khamar lands seemed to have Sikimi raiyats 
holding for a long time but they had no permanent right. The total 
area ofthe land held rent-free or on quit rent under various grants 
other than Chowkidari Jagir was about 7,500 acres with rental value cf 
about Rs.15,000. 


There was no revenue law of any kind in the ex-state. The 
Settlement Officer of 1903 made out a list ofrights and liabilities of 
taiyats and this was reproduced inthe settlement report of 1924-25. 
The raiyats were known as Thani, Pahi or Chandna according as they 
were resident inthe village where the lands were or not so resident, 
or held only a house-site. There was no difference inthe status of 
Thani and Pahi raiyats. They held lands continuously unless they were 
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evicted for non-payment of rent. Lands were inherited according to 
personal law, but could not be transferred by sale, gift or exchange 
without permission of the state. Transfer without permission resulted 
in eviction or imposition of penalty. Sale by aboriginal or low class 
people to higher class was not permitted except in special cases. 
Homestead lands were free of rent up to 1 Gunth or 4 decimals but 
it could not be transferred without permission and if permitted under 
special circumstances the lands were assessed torent. If a raiyat was 
evicted from his land there was no simultaneous eviction from his 
homestead though it formed a part ofthe holding. The ratyats were 
not entitled to compensation if the land was acquired for the State 
purposes but the rent was remitted. 


After merger of the ex-state with Orissa with effect from Ist 
April, 1948 the tenant’s rights were modified and secured in kceping 
with status of their counterparts in Mughalbandi area of Orissa under 
the administration of Orissa States Order, 1948 and Badamba with 
138 villages was made into a separate Tahasil under the Orissa Revenuc 
Administration (Units) Act, 1963 in June 1965. 


Revision Settlement operation in this area was taken up in the 
year 1966 and so far (by 31st March, 1991) record-of-rights with 
settled rent have been finally published in 125 out of 138 villages of 
this Tahasil in which the Sabik rent of Rs. 49,935 has been increased 
to Rs. 4,44,737. 


REVENUE ADMINISTRATION IN NARASINGHAPUR EX-STATE 


Narasinghapur feudatory state was almost square in shape covering 
a topographical area of 199 sq.miles with 211 villages as per 1914— 
1918 settlement, out of which 29 were Be-chapari (uninhabited). Alt 
the villages were rent-paying except two, one of which was Khamar 
mouza and the other a Jagir mouza. There were 16 Khond mauzas, 
one Gond mouza, 3 Tanla mouzas and 2 Kandara mouzas. The ex- 
State is chiefly the water-shed of the river Mahanadi (a small 
Portion only being water-shed of the river Brahmani). The river 
Mahanadi affords communication and trade facilities for six months 
of the year, but it also does considerable damage by flood, sand 
deposit and by washing away the southern boundary of the ex-state. 
In fact. many flourishing villages in the southern portion cf 
the ex-state are now lost inthe bed of the river Mahanadi. The rich 
fertile fields are now nothing but sand bed. The northern portion of 
the ex-state is hilly being about 700 ft. high above the sea-level 
and was covered with forests which were at one time very valuable 
but have been made poor by reckless felling. 
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In common with most other ex-States, Narasinghapur till recent times 
had no systematic revenue administration. Villages were managed by 
headmen known as Padhans, who agreed to pay a certain amount for 
the whole village. The amount payable by the villagers as a whole was 
distributed over the ratyats by the Padhan who was “all-in-all’ in the 
village. Later on the Sarbarakari system of collection and village manage- 
ment was introduced. The settlkement report of 1918 records that till 
1874 there was no record of any kind and the Chief did not know what 
was his income and expenditure. In 1881, a settlement was made on 
measurement of land with a standard pole and the lands were assessed 
to an amount of Rs.41,000. A similar settlement was made in 1895—99 
and the revenue was increasedto Rs. 42,575, partly asa result of increase 
in cultivated area. The basis ofthe settlement was not clear and it appears 
there were numerous rates of land revenue. The next settlement was 
made in 1914-—-18. In this settlement there wasa survey by plane table 
of the boundaries of the villages and cadastral] survey of the fields. The 
settlement was made according to the Orissa pattern. The villages were 
divided into six classes. The lands were also classified and graded. The 
Sarada lands of the villages of each class were divided into three classes, 
homestead, Bajefasali and Taila lands were classed each under 3 classes. 
In all, there were 35 rates including non-agricultural holdings, one of which 
was assessed at Rs.100 per acre and others at Rs.50 and at various other 
rates. The 1914—18 settlement recorded an assessed area of 32,674 acres 
on which the assessment was Rs.72,286. This settlement recorded 
areas of different descriptions of land. They are as follows : 


Reserved forest 44,110 acres * 
Protected forest 15,360 acres 
Mahanadi 6,778 acres . 
Cultivated area 31,582 acres 
House land 245 acres 
Bari 738 acres 
Culturable waste ; 2,185 acres 
Scrub jungle 12,295 acres 
Hillocks 2,981 acres 
Pasture 3,835 acres 
Cremation ground 174 acres 
Road 217 acres 





ed 
® { acre = 0,404687 hectare. 
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Village path 741 acres 
Nala 259 acres 
Bundhas and tanks 954 acres 
Well 9 acres 
Orchard 1,748 acres 
Unculturable waste 3,248 acres 


Ee eee 


Total ..  1,27,360 acres 


or 199 sq.miles 


The period of settlement was fixed for 20 years but this was extended 
by another 10 years till 1948. 


For collection of revenue, each village was in charge ofa Sarbarakar 
and where there was no Sarbarakar available,*a collection Moharir was 
appointed. Thus, 46 villages were settled under Khas or direct collection. 
Besides, 7 Debottar villages were managed by the ex-state. There was 
one Debottar village under a tenure-holder. The remaining villages were 
under Sarbarakars. They got Malikana or remuneration at the rate of 
10 per cent up to Rs.300 and 7 1/2 per cent up to 1,000 and 64 per cent 
above 1,000 of land revenue. The Malikana amount at the above rate 
amounted to Rs. 4,189-14-0. Some Bhogra lends measuring 272 acres 
with a rental value of Rs. 5,031 were also assigned to them. Besides, 
commission at the rate of 5 per cent was allowed for ccllecticn cf fcrest 
cess. After merger the Sarbarakari system was abolished under previ- 
sions of the Merged Territories (Village Offices) Abolition Act. 1962. 
Thef Bhogra lands were settled on raiyati terms with the Sarbarakars or 


their tenants found in actual cultivating possession of the seme or the 
date of abolition. , 


There was no zamindari inthe state. There were 8 complete villages 
under Debottar held by certain deities. Besides, some lands were held 
by deities outside the ex-state, some by deities inside the ex-state, and 
some were private deities of the Ruler under the Debottar Department 
under his control. The total area of this grant was 4,418 acres. Of these 
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1,720 acres were rent free, 1,329 were on quit-rent varying from 1/4 anna 
to a rupee while others were fully assessed. Certain Debottar grants 
had the right to settle raiyats on wastelands on such terms as they pleased. 
Debottar lands could not be transferred permanently though the Chief 
might allow transfer in special cases. But they could be leased out for a 
period not exceeding three years. Lands held by Rulers or his family 
for personal cultivation were known as Khamar. They were treated 
as under Khas possession of the Ruling Chief, even if there were tenants 
cultivating such lands. Apart from Debottar and Khamar lands, there 
were, as usual, grants to Brahmins known as Bramhottar, Khorakiposaki 
or maintenance grants. The maintenance grants were liable to pay full 

assessment on transfer. There were Jagirs for various kinds of personal 

and communal service which generally passed to their heirs. There were 

about 50 paiks holding 380 acres on quit-rent and liable to render service 

when called for 4 to 16 days in a year. 


Every village had a Chowkidar who got Jagir lands free from the state. 
Besides, each family got one sheaf of paddy per one plough at the time 
of harvest and one meal a month. He was entitled to hide and horns 
of dead cattle of the village and food on festive and ceremonial occasions. 
Similarly, in all the villages there were Jagir lands for the Washerman. 
He served the villagers in washing cloth for which he got 6 seers of paddy 


per head per year and one sheaf of paddy for each plough, besides some 
rice and cloth on special occasions like birth and marriage. Both 
husband and wife served each family of the village except low caste persons. 
There were also Jagir lands for the barber who attended the Rajabati on 
ceremonial occasions. For serving the villagers he got 5 seers of paddy 
in a year from each member of the family and one sheaf of paddy for each 
plough. On the occasion of marriage he got one seer rice, a cocoanut 
and a piece of cloth. On the occasion of funeral he got one old cloth 
from each person for shaving his head at the Ghat and a piece of new 
cloth from the master of the house. For each birth he got three seers of 
rice. Both husband and wife served each family of the village except 
low caste persons. The blacksmith got Jagir lands from the state for 
which he worked at the time of construction of Rath. For serving the 
villagers, he got one sheaf of paddy for each plough for sharpening every 
agricultural instrument, one piece for making agricultural implements 
and 5 pieces for each seer weight of iron. All the village servants were 
fed on ceremonial and festive occasions by the people. 
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The settlement report of 1914-18 gives information about the tenure 
that existed. According to this report, there were three classes of 
raiyats, ic., Thani (resident-cultivator), Pahi (non-resident cultivator) 
and Chandna (resident non-cultivator). But there was practically 
no difference between a Thani and Pahi cultivator as they had the 
same rights and obligations. As long as a person held cny land 
in a village and paid rent he obtained all benefits of a settled raiyit. 
They had no rights of transfer or sub-lease and no rights on trees in their 
holdings. They had various liabilities in shape of begar, magan, etc. 
The raiyati tenure was to some extent modified by a revenue law drafted 
in 1938 by the then Dewan which bore a superficial resemblance to the 
Orissa Tenancy Act. The rights and obligations of the tenants and the 
Sarbarakars were detailed in the Sarbarakar Patta. Each tenant got his 
homestead land and badi free of rent at the scale of 2 decimals for each 
acre of land. The total area of homestead lands settled with Chandna 
raiyats was {12°35 acres, the rental value of which was Rs. 209-11-10. 
The tenants enjoyed fruits of orchards, fish of tanks and bananas free. 
They irrigated their lands free. The excavators of tanks had prior rights to 
water. No rent was paid for orchards. All the orchards and water 
reservoirs were Sarkari. If trees had been planted on state lands by 
any tenant the state had right over halfthe fruit and the planter got 
the other half. But in practice very little was taken by the state, 
the poor classes and persons who had no fruit trees of their own 
enjoyed them. No tenant had right to claim any compensation except 
remission of rent for the land taken over for State purpose or for the 
benefits of the public. No Sikimi tenant was allowed. All the tenants 
were direct tenants except where Sikimi was recorded inthe previous 
settlement or by long possession. Brahmottar tenures hid larger nv mber 
of Siktmi tenants. There were 475 Sikimi holdings of which 
211 were under Brahmottar tenure. The original raiyat eculd not 
claim more than 50 per cent over the settled rent fromthe Sik’m! 


tenant nor could he evict him from his lard withcut the orders of the 
court. 


After merger of the ex-state, the rights and liabilities of all 
classes of tenants were modified and enhanced under the Administra- 
tion of Orissa State Order, 1948, which brought their status on par 
with that of their counterpaits in Mughi lbandi areas of Cutteck 


district which will be described in some detail in later part of this 
chapter. 


Revision Survey and Settlement Operations were taken up in the 
year 1977 which are still continuing. So, the rates of rent assessed in 
1914-18 Settlement are still continuing. Except for fresh settlements, 
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the present rent demand is Rs. 81,890. ‘Narasinghapur was constituted 
intoa separate Tahasil under the Orissa Revenue Administration (Units) 
Act, 1963 on Ist December, 1965 with 219 villages. Later 35 villages of 
Dashapalla Tahasil of Puridistrict were transferred to this Tahasil in 
Revenue Department Notification No.6301-R., dated the 6th November, 
1967. 


REVENUE ADMINISTRATION IN TIGIRIA EX-STATE 


It is the smallest of the Orissa states having an area of only 46 sq. 
miles. Thoughthe smallest of the states, it wasthe most densely populated 
of all Orissa States supporting a population of 492 per sq. mile (Now it 
supports a population of 1,084 per sq. mile as per 1981 Census). The 
land revenue demand amounted to Rs. 7,405 which was readily collected. 
It was paying a tribute of Rs. 882 annually tothe British Government. 
{t did not seem to have had any system of Revenue assessment based on 
measurement of land in spite of its proximity to the developed tracts of 
Orissa for a very long time. The country for the most part is open and 
level and well cultivated, except among the small area of hills and forests 
to the north. First record of land revenue seems to have been made in 
1854. But there was no measurement of land. In 1876, a settlement 
based on measurement is said to have been made but no details are available. 
A. settlement was made in [910 but the lands were measured by Padika 
system. The villages were divided into three groups according to their 
advantages and disadvantages for agriculture. In this settlement the 
number of villages was reduced from 74 to 46 by amalgamating the Paras/ 
Sahis (hamlets) with the parent Mouzas. 


In 1910 settlement the land revenue was assessed at Rs. 18,197-13-2 
(Rs.18,197°87) giving an increase of 72 per cent over the revenue of the 
last settlement. Produce rent wasabolished. The cultivated area increased 
by 46 per cent mostly due to reclamation of wasteland. The average 
rate of rent increased from Rs. 2-0-1 (Rs. 2°05) to Rs. 2-6-3 (Rs. 2°39) per 
Mana (acre), The system of village management was through Sarbarakars 
who were practically collecting agents and got commission of 10 per cent 
of the collections made, and they did not appear to have any responsibility 
over the revenue of the village. In the next settlement which was made 
in 1931-32, villages were divided into three classes and there was some 
classification of lands. The reduced rates of the previous settlement were 
applied, the term of the settlement was for 20 years expiring in 1952. This 
settlement did not appear to have been a great improvement on the previous 
settlement in quality except that a cadastral survey was made. Thereafter, 
a settiement was taken up in 1966 and concluded in 1986 in which the rent 
demand increased from Re. 25,215)- to Rs. 1,57,428/ ~. 
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There was no Zamindari and no whole village was alienated. 
As usual, there were Debottar, Brahmottar and paik service Jagirs 
and other grants common to all Orissa States. The Debottar grants 
which were the most important grants of the State consisted of 1,262 
acres of land held rent-free and 376 acres held on quit-rent or Tanki. 
Lands held rent-free for the Ruler or Ladies of the Ruling family 
were known as Khanja and Khamar and there were about 2,000 acres 
of such land. No whole village was held as Khanja or Khamar. There 
were some recorded tenants under these lands who paid rent and cess 
or Sanja rent in kind to the Khanjadar as fixed in the settlement 
record. Similarly, there were also maintenance: grants, most of which 
were held on quit-rent. There was a grant known as Hatidhan 
comprising 6$ acres meant for the food of the elephants, which was 
peculiar to this State. A few Chowkidars and Dafadars paid quit-rent 
for their service lands at ?th of the normal fassessment. The total 
rental value of land under these various grants, other village service 
grants, amounted to Rs.14,000 of which Rs. 1,300 was levied as quit-rent. 


Raiyats were referred to as Thani, Pahi, or Chandna according 
as they were residents in the village or not or were only resident 
non-agriculturists. The ralyats had customary right to hold lands 
permanently subject to payment of rent. Lands could not be transferred 
except through permission of the State, which was granted if there was 
no objection but subject to a number of restrictions. Lands could not 
be sold, if a portion to be sold exceeded one-fourth of the whole 
holding but under a modification of 1939 approved by the Political 
| Agent, no part of a holding measuring four acres or less could be 
\ sold unless the raiyat had other lands which made the total holding 
more than four acres. Lands could not besold to a non-agriculturist 
| and the officers sanctioning the same had to be satisfied that the 
transferrer had sufficient immovable property for the maintenance of his 
| dependants, and he did not intend to leave the State for good. The 
Officer had to see that the best part of the land was not sold away. 

While these rules were apparently intended for the good of the culti- 
vators the State levied a Salami of 25 per cent of the consideration 
money which was reduced in 1940 to 124 per cent. Besides, mutation 
fee was charged at one anna per Rs.5 and apart thereof of the consi- 
deration money. When new land was asked for, Forest Ranger and 
the Kanungo were consulted, the latter for demarcation and the former 
Whether the land could be given for cultivation. Salami was charged 
according to circumstances but as per rules, normal rate was charged 
at Rs.25 per acre. Sarbarakars had no authority in allotment of land 
or in disposal of any surrendered land. It was done by the State. 
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House-sites were allotted by the state on payment of Salami, and not 
by the Sarbarakars. The Thani raiyat was allotted one decimal! of house-- 
site free of rent, but a Pahiraiyat did not get any free house-site. The 
raiyat had to render berthi for making road, for extinguishing forest fire and 
for repair of primary school buildings and embankments. Sikimi ratyats 
were recongnised and recorded at settlement and they could be evicted 
through a Civil Court for arrears outstanding for three years. Cesses 
such as school cess, medical cess and Nistar cess were levied. The 
school cess was one anna per rupee and medical cess three pice of 
land revenue and Nistar cess at one pice per rupee of land revenue. 


On mergerof the ex-State with Orissa on Ist April, 1948 the rights and 
liabilities of the tenants were modified and improved under provisions 
of the Administration of Orissa State Order, 1948 as in case of other 
ex-States. The Sarbarakari system was abolished under the Orissa 
Merged Territories (Village Offices) Administration Act, 1962. The 
ex-state was made into a Tahasil under the Orissa Revenue Administra- 
tion (Units) Act, 1963 on Ist July. 1965. 


RELATION BETWEEN LANDLORDS AND TENANTS 


Cuttack district excepting the Khasmahal areas of Banki Tahasil, 
Cuttack town and Cantonment Khasmahals consisted largely of 
permanently settled estates (11) and a large number of temporarily settled 
estates (8,374) and 62,069 revenue-free estates during Daiziel settlement 
period. Inthe temporarily settled areas, barring a few, the relationship 
between the landlords afd the tenants rarely became Seriously strained 
but the state of affairs was not uniform. In some large’ estates like 
Utikan, Rattan and Pandua. where the landlords were residents of Calcutta, 
the local officials were oppressive and the tenants were unable to contest 
against the SU perior strength of the management. The reverse was the 
position in very smallestates in which the landlords were scarcelv better 
off than the raiyats and the latter could defy any attempt at oppression. 
Some of the resident landlords, however, had a powerful hold over the 
tenants by combining the functions of the landlord and Mahajan. The move 
powerful landlords could evict the tenants arbitrarily without recourse 
tolaw. The tenants were remarkably ignorant oftheir rights. In many 
of the permanently settled estates the powerful zamindars like Kanike, 
Sukinda, etc. who regarded their status to be almost on par with that 
of the feudatory states, denied in many cases their legal right of occupancy 
inland. Almost all zamindars, big or small, exacted various Abwabs 
(illegal cesses) in addition to legal rent. Late Rajendr2 Narayan 
Bhan} Deo, ex-zamindar of Kanika (though a public spirited man and 
stalwart of the Utkal Union Conference) during his rule had imposed 2s 
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many as 64 Abwabs on his tenants which was responsible for a great 
part of the discontentment that prevailed which led to a serious peasant 
uprising closely linked with the non-co-operation movement tn Orissa. 
An example may be given of the system of Bhul Sansodhan (inistake 
correction) on which pretext many fees were charged from the raiyats 
who were not responsible for the mistakes and _ incidentaliy rents 
were often unfairly enhanced. No petition was received unless 
written by the Raj petition-writer on the proper form with appropriate 
charges. The system of dealing with the social delinquents and levying 
fines for readmission into caste which prevailed in Kanika, Aul, Sukinda 
and some other Qillas was unusually rigorous. In Kanika as Well 
as in Sukinda, the Estate Officers decided disputes including civil cases 
between parties practically in the mznner of courts with Raja as the 
final court of appeal. Registration of documents in Government 
Registration Office was severely discountenanced and rarely occurred. 
There were several instances when lands were resumed by the estate 
for its own purpose without due compensation. Fees were illegally 
charged for mutation of the names of the heirs in the landlord 
Sirastha. In Sukinda each raiyat was required to render free service 
one day for ploughing and one day for weeding in the private lands 
of the Raja. 


The situation changed drastically after Independence on enforcement 
of certain land reform measures like Orissa Tenants’ Protection Act, 
Orissa Estates Abolition Act, Orissa Tenants’ Relief Act and Orissa 
Land Reforms Act, etc. particularly when the Government stepped into 
the shoes of the landlord on abolition of intermediaries and that will 
be discussed in subsequent paragraphs. 


As regards the landlord tenants relationship in the four ex-states of 
Athagarh, Narasinghapur, Badamba and Tigiria the same was comparable 
more or less to similar relationship prevailing in a majority of Garhjats 
during the British Nerlod. The system of Bethi Begar (unpaid labour) 
‘or the rulers, headmen and officials prevailed to a great extent in all the 
States. Supply of Rasad, i.e, free food to officials ontour, also prevailed 
although ‘ater this responsibility was shifted tothe Gaunti: or headman. 
Salamis were levied in various forms. Peaceful civil resistance had 
Started in Athagarh, Badamba, Narasinghapur and Tigiria under the 
guidance of the leaders of the respective Prajamandals. The rulers of 
these states more or less followed the repressive policy of their brother 
Rulers of Dnenkanal and Talcher and they had also their share of 
firing and lathi charge on innocent peaceful crowds. The peasants had 
no full land rights as in all other states andthey were liableto eviction 
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in spite of long possession and enjoyment. Alithese repressive measures 
culminated in the freedom movement which ultimately led to their merger 
inthe parent province after Independence. On merger, various rights 
were conferred on the tenants which brought their status on par with 


that of their counterparts in the adjoining areas. They were given 
the right: 


(i) to freely transfer their holdings subject to the restriction that 
no transfer of a holding from a member of an aboriginal tribe 
to a member of a non-aboriginal tribe shall be valid unless 
such transfer is made with previous permission of the Sukdivi- 
sional Magistrate concerned; 


(ii) to have full right over all kinds of trees standing on their 
holdings; 


(ii?) to use the land comprised in the holding in any manner which 
does not materially impair the value of the land or render it 
unfit for the purposes of the tenancy; end 


(iv) to presume that the rent for the time being payable is fair and 
equitable until the contrary is proved. 


Besides, a ‘“‘Sukabasi” was entitled to the right of an occupancy 


tenant over his homestead notwithstanding any law or custom to the 
contrary. 


By an amendment of Orissa States Order issued in July 1948 persons 
holding land on service tenure either under the Ruler or any member of 
his family were discharged from the liability to render such service, were 
protected from eviction and would on payment of rent to be assessed by 
Government acquire occupancy right on theland. It also provided 
that persons holding Khamar, Nij-jote or any other private land of the 
Ruler would not be liable to eviction and on payment of rent fixed by 
the competent authority would acquire occupancy right on the land. 
These provisions were subsequently enacted as Clauses (g) and (A) of the 
Orissa Merged State (Laws) Act IV of 1950. 1,231°62 acres under 
1(g) and 805°78 acres under 7(4) infavour of 578 beneficiaries in Athagarh 
ex-State and 316°43 acres under 7(g) in favour of 510 beneficiaries in 
Tigitia ex-State are reported to have been settled. No land under this 


provision of law is reported to have been settled in Nar2singha pur and 
Badamba ex-states. 
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LAND REFORMS 


Withtheimplem-<ntation of land reform measures various incidence 
of land tenures described in the preceding paragraphs have only 
historical significance. The incidence of rights and labilities, etc. of 
those tenures have ¢ither been obliterated or substantially modified 
since the attainment of Independence in August 1947 owing to aboli- 
tion of intermediaries. Pending enforcement of comprehensive land 
reform measures certain ad hoc enactments like Orissa Tenints Protection 
Act, 1948 and the Orissa Tenant Relief Act 1955 were enforced to 
prevent arbitrary eviction and rank renting of the tenants by the landlords. 
Land Reforms in its proper sense began with the enforcement of the 
Orissa Estates Abolition Act, 195i (Act 1 of 1952), which may be 
considered as the greatest revolutionary measure in the field of land 
reforms. The objective of bringing the actual cultivator in direct 
relationship with the State was achieved in two phases. The first 
phase consisted of enforcement of the Orissa Estates Abolition Act, 
which sought to abolish all intermediaries between the State and the 
raiyat and the second phase was the enforcement of the Orissa 
Land Reforms Act with effect from Ist October, 1965 which aimed at 
abolishing all raiyat-intermediaries between the State and the actual 
cultivator where the raiyat himself was not in cultivating possession 
of the land by prohibiting Bhagchas. 


The broad features of these two revolutionary legislations are 
described in brief in the following paragraphs with their impact on 
the land tenures of Cuttack district. 


Orissa Estates Abolition Act, 1951 


This Act came into force with effect from the 9th February, 
1952 and it provided for abolition of al! rights, title and interest in 
land of all intermediaries by whatever name known between the raiyat 
and the State of Orissa and authorised the State Government to issue 
Notifications from time to time declaring that any estate has passed 
to and become vested in the State free from all incumbrances. An 
intermediary with reference to any estate was defined as proprietor, 
sub-proprietor,Gauntia, tenure-holder, under-tenure-holder and included 
a Jagirdar, Kharposhdar, Parganadar, Sarbarakar and Maufidar including 
the Rulers of an Indian state merged with the State of Orissa and all 
other holders or owners of interest in land between the ratyat and the 
State. A raiyat was defined as a person having right of occupancy 
according to the tenancy law or rules or custom prevalent in that 
area. On publication of the notification, the entire estate shall vest 
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absolutely in the State Government free from all encumbrances and 

the intermediary shall cease to have any interest except what 1s 

expressly saved by or under the provisions of this Act for which he will 

get compensation as fixed under the Act. What was saved in favour 

of the intermediary wae the homesteads in posscésion of the 

iMtermediiry which he will retain on payment of rent as an 

occupancy tenant (section 6 of the O.E.A. Act). Besides, he will also 
retain alllands used for agricultural or horticultura! purpose which 
were in fis ‘‘Khas possession” on the date of vesting which will be 

settled with him on ralyati status on payment of fair and equitadle 
rent (Section 7 of the O.E.A. Act). Such lands held by temporary 
lass32s were also to be szitled with him on similar terms if he was the 
owner of less than thirty-three acres of land in total extent situated 

within the state. Temporary lessees (tenants without occupancy 
rights) under the ‘intermediary’ owning more than 33 acres on the 
date of vesting and Jagir-holders who are village servants would be 
deemed to be tenants under the State Government and hold their lands 
on the same terms and subject to the same restrictions and liabilities under 
which they held the lands before the date of vesting. (Allsuch tenants 
were to obtain ratyati status under provisions of the Orissa Land Reform 
Act). But Jagir-holders for rendering personal service to the intermedi- 
ary shall be discharged from the conditions of service and lands in their 
possession shall be settled with them on raiyatitenure. All persons claim- 
ing raiyati status under the Act (sections 6,7 and 8) were to apply for 
settlement of lands before the Tahasildar within a prescribed period. As 
many persons failed to apply within the prescribed period, Government 
extended the period from time to time by amendment of the Act and 
also later by executive instructions and ordered to treat the applications 
for settlement (and also cases started suo mottu by the Tahasildar) as 
lvase cases. The Collector was given the authority to cancel any lease 

given or transfer made of any laud by the intermediary at any time after 
Ist January, 1946, if such lease or transfer was made with the object of defeat- 
ing any provisions of the Act or obtaining higher compensation thereunder 
section 5 (i) of the Act. Subsequently from May 1986, Desheta Jagirs 
(village servants holding Jagir lands) were also abolished and the Jagirdars 
were treated as occupancy ratyats. 


On the 27th November, 1952 the first batch of notifications under 
section 3 of the Act, vesting 271 permanently settled and temporarily settled 
estates in Orissa was issued. The Zamindar of Kanika filed a writ petition 
in the High Court of Orissa for directing the State Government not to 
interfere in his rights and not to take possession of his estate which was 
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uitimutzly dismissed. In the next batch of notificctions some more 
temporarily settled estates vested within 14th September, 1953 and 15th May, 
1954. Since notifications had to specify particulars regarding the estates 
to be vested, mention of incorrect particulars might lead to serious legal 
difficulties. The Act was, therefore, amended authorising Government 
to issue a general notification of vesting without mentioning the name of 
any intermediary but only mentioning the class to which the estate belong- 
ed. After the amendment, general notificatios were issued abolishing 
all existing subproprietary interests inthe districts of Cuttack, Puri and 
Baleshwar on 13th April, 1959, Tanki bahels (small estates held revenue 
free or on quit-rent) in those districts vested on 13th April, 1961 and all 
other estates on27th April, 1963. The last blanket notification abolishing 


all other subsisting intermediary tnterests including those declared ‘‘trust 
estates” was issuedin Revenue Department Notification No. SRO-184/74, 


dated 18th March, 1974. A total of 1,80,104 estates of the following 
classes was vested in Cuttack district: 


(1) Permanently settled estates 12 
(2) Temporarily settled estates 10,176 
(3) Subproprietary estates 1,185 
(4) Tenure-holder estatcs 70,210 
(5) Revenue-free estates 98,531 


The records maintained in the Collectorate particularly relating 
to revenue-free and tiny estates were hopelessly out-of-date which 
necessitated amendment of the law authorising the Government to 
issue general notifications for vesting without mentioning the name 
of any intermediaries, but only describing the class to which the 
estate belonged. 


Out of 98,531 revenu-tree estates that vested in the entire 
district 4,395 were religious and charitable institutions, some of 
which could come under the definition of “‘trust estate’. A  ‘“‘trust 
estate” as defined in the 1955 amendment of the Orissa Estates 
Abolition Act, was an estate, the net income of which was dedicated 
exclusively to charitable or religious purposes of a public nature 
Without any reservation of pecuniary benefit to any individual. 
Initially trust estates were treated on par with other estates without 
being given aseparate treatment. They, therefore, vested along with 
Other estates inthe state and so the Jagir lands given for Sevapuja 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


$36 CUTTACK 


of the deities could not be saved. But in 1970 the O. E. A. Act 
was amended eliminating the religious and charitable trusts from 
the ambit of vesting notifications as properties of such estates 
constituted the main source of income of the Trust. Thus, Jagirdars 
who wererendering various services to the public deities were allowed 
to continue as before. But again in 1974, Government decided to 
abolish all interraediary interests including those of trust estates. 
This decision was prompted by an important development in the 
field of revenue administration. Land revenue or rent payable to 
Government was abolished in 1970. But this benefit was not 
available to raiyats holding land under trust estates. By virtue of 
notification, dated the 18th March, 1974 all these trust estates were 
again abolished. As usual the holders of ex-trust estates were 
allowed to file claims for settlement of lands in their Khas possession 
under sections 6 & 7 of the O. E. A. Act within a prescribed 
period and thereafter the revenue’ officers were authorised 
to start svo morttu cases without waiting for applications. All the 
incidence of rights and obligations created under the O. E. A. 
Act continued to be applied tothe trusts. But the Jagirholders 
holding land for Sevapuja of the deities would continue as before 
in spite of the vesting and further that property of the nature of 
Sairat like, Hat, bazar, orchard, mine, quarry, etc. which were 
needed for carrying out the purpose of the trust efficiently would 
not vest but would be settled with the trust on payment of fair 
and equitable rent. The Orissa Land Reforms Act recognised 
their right to give lands on lease if they were declared as 
“orivileged raiyat’? within the meaning of section 2 (24) of the 
O. L. R. Act. But this benefit was not extended to Maths as 
Maths were treated differently from trust estates. In the district of 
Cuttack, 39,880 institutions have been declared as “trust estates” 
under section 13-D of O. E. A. Act and 351 have been declared ag 
‘‘privileged raiyats’? under section 2 (24) of the O. L. R. Act cf 
which 9.046 are temples, 19 Maths and 17 Wakf properties. 
Compensction tothe extent of Rs. 8°50 crores has been awarded to 
all intermediaries including trust estates by the 29th February, 


1992 including Rs. 46°95 lakhs paid to trust estates. But of 
1,80,104 compensation cases started, 1,75,794 have been disposed 
of leaving a balance of 4,307 by the 29th February, 1992, 


Cases instituted and disposed of in all the Tahasils of the 
district under various sections of Orissa Estate Abolition Act, are 


Liven in the next page. 
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92,446 cases were started for settlement of lands under sections 
6 and 7 of the Oz. E. A. Act in Khas possession of the ex-interme- 
diaries including trust estates and 91,953 cases have been disposed 
of by March 1991 in which 66,156 acres have been settled in favour 
of 1,06,103 beneficiaries. It was, however, found that some inter- 
modiaries of petty and small revenue-free estates and tenures 
could not avail of the opportunity of filing their claims / petitions 
in time due to their negligence or ignorance of law. Moreover by 
the tim2 settkemznt joperatio: started many cases had not been 
disposed of by the Tahasildars. All such cases have been recorded 
under Bebandobast status in the current settlement records. To 
settle such lands, 40,720 cases have been started ip 22 Tahasils 
(except Jajpur, Binjharpur, Sukinda and Narasinghapur where settle- 
ment operation is in progress) out of which 29,105 have been disposed 
of by January 1992 settling 19,768 acres. 11,615 cases involving 
9,937" 582 acres are pending for disposal. 41,677 cases were started 
under sections 8(2) and 8(3) of O. E. A. Act for Settlement of 
lands in favour of Jagirdars doing communal and personal service 
respectively out of which 40,964 have been disposed of in favour of 
29,133 beneficiaries. Where cases had not been disposed of by 
the time of settlement operations started, such Jagir lands have 
also been recorded in Bebandobast status. The Settlement Officer 
reports that in 4,763 villages completed so far from settlement opera- 
tions inthe district, quite a large number of holdings have been 
recorded in Bebandobast status. These lands if not covered by 
proceeding under sections 6,7 2nd 8 of the O. E. A’ Act should 
vest in Government. Government are losing a lot of money in 
Shape of rent and cess by not settling them in favour of persons 
who are entitled to such settlement or by not Starting encroachment 
cases against persons in possession if they are not covered by the 
proceedings under the O. E. A, Act. 


1,348 cases were started under section 5 (i) of the O. E. A. 
Act, out of which 1,326 have been disposed of leaving a balance of 
22 by March 1991 in which settlement of 710°80 acies has been 
declared void and 168°42 acres confirmed. There was substantia] 
accretion of land from the sea and the rivers after the last revision 
settlement. The ex-intermediaries had leased out most of these lands in 


favour of persons from outside Orissa in preference to the legiti- 
mate claims of the villagers. Most of these lands appear to have 
been leased out after vesting by giving back-dated receipts / docu- 
ments, The District administration should take Steps for declaring 
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all such tilezal leases void. In some of such cases, Tahasildars 
appear to have settled the lands in their favour by starting 
so called “Tauzi’’ cases which has no sanction in law. 


As stated above, many ex-intermediaries/Jagirdars could not 
file claim petitions within the prescribed period for settling lands 
in their possession in their favour. All such cases were ordered 
to be treated as lease cases under O. E. A. Act. 1,14,376 cases 
were thus started by the Tahasildars out of which 1,11,553 have been 
disposed of by March 1991 leaving a balance of 2,823. No informa- 
tion is availabie regarding the extent of land settled and the number 
of beneficianics under this category. There are still some petty 
intermediaries whe continue to be in possession of their lands or 
have since transferred such lands who have neither applied for 
settlement nor have their claims been covered by suo mottu cases. 
Technically they have vested in Government but it is not feasible 
to evict them from their possession. 


Before enforcement of land reforms proper, the private lands 
(Lands held on the date of merger by a Ruler free of rent) of 
Rulers of ex-states were made liable to assessment and levy of rent 
under the Orissa Private Lands of Rulers (Assessment of Rent) Act, 
1958. Under this law, 5,454 acres of private lands belonging to the 
Rajas of the Athagarh, Narasinghapur and Badamba ex-States and their 
relatives and dependants were assessed to rental of Rs. 5,005/-—-(no 
land in Tigifia is reported to have been assssed under this Act). 
Chowkidari system was abolished under the Orissa Officers of Village 
Police (Abolition) Act, 1964. TheJagir lands held by the Chowkidars 
were resumed and vested in State Government but they or their 
coesharers, successors or tenants were settled with rights of occupancy 
on fixation of fair and equitable rent but free of Salami in favour of 
the Chowkidar as may be found in possession of such lands on the 
appointed date. Government later ordered that if any Chowkidar had 
no Jagir land, Government wasteland and even Gochar lands could be 
settled with them, if available, free of Salami in the same or in the 
neighbouring village. 5,391.75 acres of land were thus settled with 5,136 
beneficiaries, The Chowkidars held offices more or less on hereditary 
basis. They were later replaced by Gram Rakshis appointed under 
the Orissa Gram Rakshi Act, 1967 on payment basis. 


A‘similar law called the Orissa Merged Territories (Village Offices) 


Abolition Act was passed under which Sarbarakari System was abolished 
in the ex-state of Badamba, Narasinghapur and Tigiria. 694°45 
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( 607.33+89,.12) acres were settled infavour of 275 (180+95) bene- 
ficiaries under provisions of this Act in these ex-statws of Narasinghapur 
and Tigina. No such land is reported to have been setiled in Athagarh 
and Badamba ex-state. 


Orissa Land Reforms Act. 1960 


This Actcame into force with effect fram the Ist October, 1965 excent 
Chapters II and [V. Chapter IIL providing fo: resumption of land 
from temporary tenants for personal cultivation and for giving ratyati 
rights over irresumable lands to such tenants became effective from 
the 9th December, 1965. Chapter LV relating to fixation of ceiling and 
disposal of ceiling surplus land became effective from the 2nd October, 
1973. The main features of the Act as subsequently amended from time 
to time and its effect on the district are summarized in the following 
paragraphas. 


Chapter II relates to ralyats and the tenants under them. Ie 
enumerates the different categories of persons who shall be deemed to 
be ratyats forthe purposes ofthe Act. In addition to all the persons 
having right of occupancy, it Includes in the category of ratyats 
(where they had not already acquired such right under the relevant 
laws): 


(a) persons entitled to acquire occupancy rightin the Khamar 
lands of the ruler inany ex-state and person, holding lands 
on service tenure under the ruler or under any member of 
his family; 


(b) temporary lessees in the personal cultivation of lands tn 
vested estates except “Char’’ and ‘“‘Diara” and “Utbandi 
lands”: 


(c) recorded sub-tenants and under-raiyats except these recorded 
after the 30th September. 1965 in respect of lands belonging 
toa person under disability or to a privileged raiyat. 


In order to acquire the right of a raiyat, the temporary lessee, 
the sub-tenant or the under-raiyat, as the case may be, or his 
Successor-in-interest (heritability to such temporary tenant was 
conceded for the first time by an amendment of the Act in 1976) 
had to apply to the Tahasildar for settlement of the land with him 
within a prescribed period as extended from time totime and on 
payment of compens?tion at the rate of eight hunderd rupees per 
standard acre of land to be paid in five equal instalments as may be 
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fixed by the Tahasildar (originally this was fifty per cent of the market 
value). 21,677 persons got raiyati right over 10,000 acres of land in 
Cuttack district till 31st March, 1991 under section 4 (h) and 4 (i) 
ofthe Act. A raiyat liable to pay produce rent shall not pay more 
than 1/8th of the gross produce or equivalent thereof.The right ofa 
raiyat is permanent, heritable and transferable but he shall have 
no right to lease out his lands unless he is a person under “disability” 
or is a “privileged raiyat”. The right of transfer of raiyati land has 
been made void from 1976 for a period of ten years without obtaining 
prior permission from the Tahasildar in respect of lands settled for 
agricultural purposes, except transfers made in favour of Scheduled 
Bank or a Co-operative Society by way of mortgage. Heis liable to 
eviction if he: 


(a) has used the land comprised in his holding in a manner 
which renders it unfit for the purpose of agriculture; or 


(b) has leased out the land in contiavention of the provisions 
of the Act; or 


(c) has used the land for any purpose other than agriculture. 


Conditions (b) and (c) are new obligations of the raiyat which was 
not there either in the Orissa Tenancy Act or in the Merged States 
(Laws) Act. Although Bhagchas has been prohibited since lst October, 
1965, raiyats who are neither “persons under disability” nor “‘privileged 
raiyats” continue to lease out their raiyati lands in full or in part 
to tenants and are realising about fifty per cent of the produce 
with impunity. Not asingle case has been started for eviction of 
the ralyat for leasing out his land in contravention of the law. Nor 
the tenant is willing to enfoice his right over such land by applying 
to the Collector for fear of being evicted by the landlord. The 
cost of personal cultivation has become prohibitive owing to sharp 
Increase In cost of agricultural labour and imputs. Bhagchas is 
likely to continue indefinitely till personal cultivation continues to 

2 unremunerative andtill the tenants remain ignorant of their rights 
or are unwilling to enforce them. Enforcement of their right in 
litigation is not easy. Similar is the case with regard to use of land 
for purposes other than agriculture. Although large scale conversion of 
agricultural land for non-agricultural purposes has taken place, 
no step has yet been taken for evicting the raiyat in all cases. 


‘These new provisions of law have, therefore, remained largely inopera- 
tive in practice. 
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The transfer of land by a raiyat belonging to a Scheduled 
Tribe/ Caste shall be void unless it is made in favour of a person 
belonging to a Scheduled Trible / Caste or with the previous permission 
in wiitiog of the Sub-Collector. The Sub-Collector shall not grant such 
permission unless he is satisfied that a purchaser belonging to a 
Scheduled Caste / Tribe and willing to pay the market price is not 
available. The Sub-Collector, suo-mottu or on application, by any 
person interested shall cause resturation of the property thus illegally 
transferred to the tramsferrer or his heirs after causing necessary 
cnquiry. The transferee after being evicted from such land shall not 
be entitled to the refund of any amount paid by him to the transferrer 
by way of consideration money. Similar provisions apply to unauthorised 
occupation of the whole or part of a holding of a S.C. / S. T. raiyat 
by way of tresspass or otherwise. Insuch cases, the adverse possession 
in favour of the occupant will be ‘thirty’ years instead of ‘twelve’ 
years as provided in the Limitation Act, 1963. 33,959 cases had been 
started under sections 22, 23 and 23A of the O. L. R. Act for 
restoration of S. C. / S. T. lands illegally transferred or forcibly 
occupied out of which 32,226 cases had been disposed of by March 1991 
in which 4,700 acres were restored in favour of 1,733 persons. 1,733 
cases are pending for disposal by March 1991. Majority cases (31,398) 
relate to Scheduled Castes. 


A ralyat or a tenant of .a_ village having no permanent and 
heritable right in respect of any site on which his dwelling house or 
farm house stands is entitled to get raiyati right on it or on a portion 
thereof not exceeding I/Sth of an area. 4,532 such persons have 
been given raiyati rights over 922°690 acres of homestead lands under 
section 9 of the Act . | 


A tenant with temporary right (Bhagchasi) shall not be liable 
lo pay more than one-fourth ofthe gross produce of the land 
Or value thereofas produce rent subject to a maximum of 8, 6, 4, 2 
standard maunds of paddy or value thereof respectively for Ist, 
2nd, 3rd and 4th classes of land. This right has been made 
heritable ( but not transferable ) under the Orissa Land Reforms 
Amendment Act, 1976. The landlord has right to evict such a 
fenant only if the tenant: 


(a) has used the Jand ina manner which renders it unfit 
for the purpose of agriculture, or 


(b) has failed to cultivate the land properly or personally, or 
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(c) has failed to pay or deliver to the landlord the rent within 
a period of two months from the last date by which it 
becomes payable, there being no dispute regarding the 
quantum of such_ rent. 


Besides, the tenant shall also cease to have the right to cultivate 
the land if the landlord is a‘‘person ander disability” at the end of 
the year during which the disability ceases or if the landlord being 
a “privileged raiyat” / “person under disability” ceases to be the 
jendlord. A ‘‘person under disability’? is defined as a ; 


(a) widow, unmairied or divorced womén, 
(b) minor, 


(c) person incapable of cultivating by reason of mental or 
physical disability, 


(d) serving member of the Aimed Forces, 


(e) person, the total extent of whose lands held itn any 
capacity does not exceed three standard acres (till 1976 
this limit was five standard acres). 


1899 persons have beea declared as ‘‘persons under disability”. 


A standard acre is defined as equivalent to one acre of class-I 
land (irrigated land capable of growing two or more crops a year), 
one and a half acres of class-IIJand (irrigated land in which not more 
than one crop could be grown in a _ year), three acres of class-II! 
land (unirrigated land capable of growing paddy) and four and a half 
acres of classe[V ( any other ) land. A ‘‘privileged raiyat’? is defined as 
(a) a co-operative society, (b) lord Jagannath and his temple, (c) any 
trust or other institution declared as such under the O. L. R. Act 
before commencement of Orissa Amendment Act 17 of 1973 or bya 
competent authority under the Orissa Estate Abolition Act or by the 
tribunal to be a religious or charitable trust under section 57 (A) 
or any public financial institution. 351 religious and charitable 
institutions have been declared as “‘privileged raiyat’? U/S 2 (14) 
of the O. L. R. Act. 


Chapter III provides for resumption of land by the landlord 
for personal cultivation. Protection to temporary tenants from 
arbitrary eviction had continuously been given since 1948 when the 
Orissa Tenants Protection Act was passed. A right to resumption 
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land for personal cultivation up to seven standard acres was given 
under the Orissa Tenants Relief Act, 1955, but the time allowed 
for exercising the option was very short. Under the Orissa Land 
Reforms Act, provision was made to the effect that the landlord 
wishing to resume land for personal cultivation should indicate his 
desireto do so to the Tahasildar and to the tenants concerned 
within a specified time. This right of resumption was somewhat 
restricted in the sense that a landlord was entitled to resume no 
more thana fixed portion of the land from the tenant. Where the 
landlord failed to cultivate the land personally after resumption, 
the land would revert to the tenant who can acquire raiyati right 
on payment of compensation. If the tenant does notacquire ralyati 
right in the resumable land which is not resumed by the landlord 
on payment of compensation within a specified period the land will 
revert to the landlord. A tenant was also given similar right to apply 
for raiyati right on non-,esumable land. Besides, the Tahasildars were 
given suo mottu powers toconfer raiyatiright on tenants, if they 
failed to apply in time. Bhagchas having been prohibited with effect 
from the Ist October, 1965 except by ‘“‘persons under disability” or by 
“privileged raiyats”, any tenant to whom land is leased out after 
the Ist October, 1965 in contravention of the provision of the Act 
is entitled to get raiyati right either on application or by suo mottu 
action by the Tahasildar.An extent of 8,960°719 acres have been 
settled on raiyati basis in favour of 13,842 tenants till 3lst March, 
1991 under Chapter II] ofthe Orissa Land Reforms Act. But the 
extent of land resumed in favour of raiyat-landlords for their personal 
cultivation is not available. 


Chapter IV relates to fixation of ceiling and disposal of ceiling 
surplus lands. As originally enacted, the ceiling was 20 standard 
acres per person which included within its definition a joint Hindu 
Mitakshara family. But its operation was stayed as the ceiling 
limit was considered excessive which would defeat the objective of 
distributive justice. To prevent transfers of surplus lands in excess 
of the reduced ceiling to be fixed later, an Ordinance was promulga- 
ted with effect from the 17th July, 1972 prohibiting transfer of lands 
by owners having more than ten standard acres. After effecting 
necessary amendments the amended Act became effective from the 2nd 
October, 1973 in which the ceiling limit was fixed at 10 standard 
acres for a family of not more than five members. Where a family 
consists of more than five members the ceiling will be increased by 
two standard acres for each member subject to a maximum of 
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18 standard acres. A “family” in relation to an individual means the 
individual, the husband or wife as the case may be of such individual 
and their children, whether major or minor, but docs not include 
a major married son who as such had separated by partition or 
otherwise beforethe 26th September, 1970. After determination of ceiling 
surplus lands in the prescribed manner by ,filing returns within a 
prescribed period or suo mottu by the Tahasildar,as the case may be, 
the said lands shall vest absolutely in the Government free from all 
encumbrances. For this the owners will get certain amounts (not 
compensation) varying from Rs. 800 to Rs. 200 per standard acre 
depending on the extent of ceiling surplus land to be vested. 70 
per cent of the ceiling surplus lands will be settled with persons belo- 
nging tothe Scheduled Tribes and the Scheduled Castes and 30 per cent 
in favour of others according toa certain order of priority, preference 
being given to landless agricultural labourers up to 7/10 standard 
acres of land on payment of Salami at the rate of Rs. 400 per 
standard acre. Payment of Salami has been ordered to be waived 
with effect from the Ist November,1985, the date of first death anniversary 
of the late Prime Minister, Indira Gandhi. Till the 31st March, 1991 an 
extent of only 2,973 acres of ceiling surplus lands have been allotted 
in favour of 6,350 beneficiaries of which 3,099 are the Scheduled Castes 
and 806 the Scheduled Tribes, out of 4,373 acres declared ceiling surplus 
of which possession has been taken over of 4,277 acres. The balance 
of 1,304 acres is explained below : 


(a) Unsuitable for agriculture 283 acres 
(b) Reserved for public purpose 294 acres 
(c) Locked up in litigation 668 acres 
(d) Pending for distribution 59 acres 


Toraise the poor landless allottees above the poverty line a 
Central Scheme of financial assistance for improvement of the allotted 
land and for purpose of inputs is in operation from the year 1975-76. 
The quantum of assistance which was Rs. 1,000 per hectare has 
been raised to Rs. 2,500 per hectare from the year 1983-84. 
Till the 3ist March, 1991 an amount of Rs. 12°16 lakhs has been 
released in favour ofthe allottees both by the Central and by the 
State Government on 50:50 basis. 


The above position will show that the two basic aims of Jand 
reforms, namely abolishing all intermediartes between the actual culti- 
vator and the State (by abolishing Bhagchas) and putting a cciling 
on ownership of cultivable lands h7s not been achieved in practice in 
this district. 
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In the early part of fifties Acharya Vinoba Bhave initiated a move- 
ment called Bhoodan Yagna for acquisition of land through 
voluntary gift to distribute the same to the landless persons. To 
achieve this purpose, the Orissa Bhoodan Yagna Act was enacted in 
1953 which if implemented withthe spirit with which the movement 
was ushered in, would have brought ina revolutionary change in the 
idea of land ownership. It provided for establishment of a Bhoodan 
Yagna Samiti in favour of which donation of land could be made 
by the landowners. Distribution of donated land was made 
through the Samiti in the prescribed manner. Certain restrictions 
were placed onthe allottees inthe matter of transfer and disposal 
of the allotted lands. The total extent of land donated and distri- 
buted to the allottees under Bhoodan/Gramdan is 915°784 acres. 
592 Bhoodan cases were started involving 1,303°892 acres of which 
242 have been disposed of leaving 350 cases for disposal by the 31st 
March, 1991. 


WASTELAND SETTLEMENT 


In the ex-states, wasteland allotment was being made directly 
by the Durbar Administration. In the rest of the district, allotment 
of land was made either by proprietors, or by sub-proprietors of 
by tenure-holders or by their officials according tothe degree of 
ownership each class of tenure had over the estate except in 
Khasmahals. Thus, the landlords had the absolute power to lease 
out waste and forest lands including insome cases reserved lands 
like Gochar until this power was restricted by the Orissa Preserva- 
tion of Private Forest Act, 1947. This Act was followed by the 
Orissa Communal, Forest and Private Lands (Prohibition of Aliena- 
tion) Act, 1948 (Act I of 1948) which was enacted to prohibit 
retrospectively from the 1st April, 1946 alienation of communal, forest 
and private lands without prior permission of the Collector. 
Section 61 ofthe Orissa Tenancy Act provided that no wasteland 
could be reclaimed by the raiyat without the written consent of the 
landlord. But the consent ofthe landlord was presumed if within 
4 years from the date on which the raiyat commenced reclamation 
the landlord had not made any application to the Collector for 
his ejectment. Thus, all encroachments over wastelands were 
legalised as raiyati lands, as no landlord had exercised this right of 
filmg application for ejectment. This law also applied to Govern- 
ment lands in Khasmahal areas where the Government was the 
landlord until section 61 was made inapplicable to the Government 
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lands under section 5 of the Orissa Government Land Settlement 
Act, 1962. After abolition of the estates there was no law authori- 
sing any appropriate authority to lease out wasteland for agricul- 
tural or other purposes, except what was contained in a set of 
executive instructions inthe Government Estates Manual. Govern- 
ment for the first time prescribed a set of principles for settlement 
of wastelands in their order, dated the 26th October, 1961 called 
“Approved Lease Principle’. This rule prescribed a priority of 
setttlement outside reserved areasin favour ofthe Scheduled Castes 
and the Scheduled Tribes having lands less than five acresto the extent 
of 5 acres only including homestead lands. The landless persons 
belonging to other backward classes and other landless persons 
would get preference next tothe landless S. C.s and S. T.s. Persons 
having lands exceeding five acres were not to get any settlement of 
wastelands but all encroachments prior to the 13th September, 1961 
which were not objectionable were to be settled with encroachers 
irrespective of the area owned or eneroached on payment of a 
nominal Salami of Rs.50 to Rs. 150. Under this rule _ the 
Tahasildars appear to have freely exercised power to lease out 
Government lands including those with good forest growth even 
in favour of persons who were not agriculturists. Even urban 
lands adjacent to the rapidly growing towns of Cuttack and 
Bhubaneshwar (Patia area was then included in Cuttack district until 
its transfer to Bhubaneshwar Tahasilin September 1969) were leased 
out in favour of Influential persons which were later included within 
the Municipal area. This happened because the definition of 
‘“Jandless person’? was not correlated tothe source of livelihood. 
The definition of “‘landless person’? was subsequently modified on the 
29th May, 1965 to mean a person having no profitable income or 
livelihood other than agriculture if he owns either as tenant or as 
raiyat less than five acres of land, including land held as such by 
any member of his family living with him in one mess. The 
“Approved Lease Principles” were followed bythe Orissa Government 
Land Settlement Act, 1962 which came into force from the 1st January, 
1965. This Act was supposed to supersede the executive 
instructions contained in the “Approved Lease Principles’? but the 


lease principles being more exhaustive were followed in toto as the 
Act as enacted in 1962 contained a lot of lacunae. Major changes 
removing most of the lacunae were effected in the Presidential Act 
22 of 1973 which came into force from the Ist February, 1974. This 
Act also underwent further amendment in 1975 andin 1981 to make 
its implementation more effective. Government also amended the 
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Lease Principles by issuing executive instructions from time to time. 
Under the revised instructions, encroachments made prior to the 16th 
August, 1972 could be settled with an encroacher tothe extent he 
was landless. In the definition of landless ‘‘2 acres” was substituted 
for “5 acres’ for settlement of unobjectionable encroachments. 
But for S. C.s and S.T.s the limit of five acres for landlessness 
remained unaltered. The lease principles besides making provi- 
sions for settlement of land for agriculture also made provisions of 
settlement of homestead lands in rural, semi-urban and rapidly 
developing areas according toa certain order of priority. Settlement 
of land in urban areas was made under the Orissa State Urban 
Land Settlement Rules, 1959. 


The present law regarding settlement of Government lands is 
that 70 per cent of the settleable lands shall be settled with persons 
belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in proportion 
to their respective populationinthe village in which the land is situated, 
and the remaining shall be settled with other persons inthe following 
order of Priority: 


(a) coeoperative farming societies formed by landless agricul- 
tural labourers, 


(b) any landless agricultural labourer of the village in which 
the land is situated or of any neighbouring village, 


(c) ex-servicemen or members of the Armed Forces of the 
Union, if they belong tothe village in which the land is 
situated, 


(J) raiyats who personally cultivate mot more than one 
standard acre of land, and 


(e) in the absence of persons belonging to any of the fore- 
going categories, any other person. 


No Government land shall be settled in urban areas for agri- 
cultural purposes. Lands covered by forest growth or recorded as 
forest shall not be settled for any purpose whatsoever without prior 
approval of Government. In each village land for homestead 
Purposes shall be demarcated separately and no settlement shall be 
made outside the demarcation areas. The statutory rules now 
provide for settlement of house-sites in urban areas. The powers 
of sanction of settlement of Government land for various purposes 
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have been specified inthe Schedule II of the Orissa Government 
Land Settlement Rules, 1983. Power for settlement of land beyond 
the delegations made therein for purposes other than agriculture 
shall lice with the Government. The Tahasildar’s power of settle- 
ment for agricultural purposes in favour of landless agricultural 
labourers is limited to one standard acre and for homestead purpose 
up to ten decimals subject to confirmation by Sub-Collector. The 
number of landless agricultural labourers inthe district 1s reported 
to be 1:50 lakhs and of homesteadless persons as 13,304 in 1990 
and 9,707 in 1991. 


No reliable figure is available regarding extent of land settled under 
the lease principles or under the Orissa Government Land Settlement 
Act prior to 1974-75. But from 1974-75 up to the 3lst March, 1991 the extent 
of land settled with the landless persons is 27,868 acres in favour of 
32,296 beneficiaries. Out of them, the number of S.T. beneficiaries is 
5,212 who have got 4,980 acres and of S.C. beneficiaries is 9,310 who have 
got 6,252 acres. Providing homesteads to homesteadless persons was 
included in the 20-Point Programme of the then Prime Minister and 
Government also have laid emphasis on providing homesteads free of cost to 
poor people in the villages. Even in some urban and fast developing 
areas the homesteadless persons are being given land up to 4 decimals 
free of cost. From the year 1974-75 to the 31st March, 1991, 42,985 families 
have got 3,600 acres of homestead land out of which 6,463 Scheduled 
Tribes got 557 acres and 14,700 Scheduled Caste families got 1,110 acres. 
Section 6-A of the Orissa Land Reforms Act prohibits transfer of such 
lands within a period of 10 years without the permission of the Revenue 
Officer (Tahasildar) and section 3-B of the O.G.L.S. Act authorises him 
to resume such lands if it is used for any purpose other than that for which 
it was settled. No case has yet been started for taking action for enforce- 
ment of this provision of law. 


ENCROACHMENTS 


Encroachment on wasteland was always being encouraged by the 
zamindars in the interest of realization of rent from the cultivators. 
Encroachments on communal/reserved lands were being dealt with as 
public nuisance under provisions of the Criminal Procedure Code or the 
encroachers were being prosecuted under section 290 of the Indian Penal 
Code which was an indirect method. But under section 61 of the Orissa 
Tenancy Act an encroacher could acquire an occupancy right even if the 
land was Rakshit. After abolition of intermediaries which resulted 
in vesting of all waste / jungle / Rakshit communal lands in the State 
Government free from all encumbrances, the Orissa Prevention of 
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Land Encroachment Act was passed in 1954 for prevention of unautho- 
rised occupation of Government land, which included tn tts definition 
lands of local authorities / corporations / companies owned or controlled 
by the State Government. This Act was replaced bythe O. P. L. EB. 
Act, 1972 which has since undergone several amendments, one in 
1975, another in 1976, a third in 1978 and the fourth in 1983. This 
Act gave summary powersto Tahasildars for eviction of encroachments 
and for levy of assessment, penalty and fjne and for tmprisonmert 
in civil jail. This act also provided for settlement of land, if the 
encroachment is unobjectionable, in favour of certain categories of 
poor persons up to one standard acre !n rural areas for agricultural 
purposes and {/l0th of an acre in urban areas for homestead on 
payment of full market value except landless Harijans and Adivasis 
who can get the encroached land up to 4 decimals free of Salami 
and the balance on payment of market value. In spite of such 
stringent provision of law, encroachments both tn rural and urban 
areas are rampant. In spite of circulars issued by the Board of 
Revenue and the statutory picvision in O. P. L.F. Rules to cover all 
cases of encroachments by O.P.L.E. prceceedings, encroachment cases 
are started only in respect of a few encroachments in most of the 
Tahasils. Whatever cases ere started are not pursued and they continue 
indefinitely from year to year. However, as per statements furnished 
by Tahasildars, 1,93,121 cases were started, out of which 157,817 were 
disposed by the 31st March, 1991. 3,882 acres of land including homestead 
are reported to have been settled with 12,017 encroachers, of whom 4,859 
are S.C.s and 3,116 are S.T.s 1,11,736 cases involving [0,037 acres are 


reported to have ended in eviction mostly in Salepur (66,963), Darpan 
(10,265) and Sukinda (7,370) Tahasils. 


SURVEY AND SETTLEMENT 


After conclusion of the last revision settlement by Mr. W.W. Dalziel 
in 1932, there was no continuous settlement operation in the district. 
After Independence and reorganization of the districts on merger of the 
ex-States, the settlement operation in the district started from the year 
1951-52 by fits and starts. Unlike in the previous settlement operations 
there was no continuity either in the programme or in the progress of 
settlement operation. Before enforcement of the Orissa Survey and 
Settlement Act, 1958 with effect fromthe 15th December,1960 the revision 
settlement operations were taken up under provisions of Orissa Tenancy 
Act, 1913 and the same operations were continued and concluded under 
the same Act by virtue of the saving clause contained in section 46 of the 
Orissa Survey and Settlement Act, 1968. After enforcement of the 
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O. S.S. Act the operations were taken up under that Act in areas where 
the operations had not started before that date under the Orissa Tenancy 
Act. Out of 6,781 villages in the district (According to C.nsus report 
of 1981, the number of villages in the district is 6,602, out of which 6,036 
are inhabited and 506 are uninhabited which is not correct.) settlement 
operations were initiated in 6,150 villages and concluded in 4,763 villages 
by the 31st December, 1991. It appears the following police-station areas 
have been fully covered by the revision settlement operation. The year 
of initiation and comletion of the settlement opexation is given in bracket : 
Athagarh (1951—1953) (119 villages), Salepur (1960—1974) (327 villages), 
Gurudijhatia ( 1951—1963) (90 villages), Mahanga ( 1960—1977 ) 
(193 villages), Tigiria (1960—1986) (50 villages), Banki (1951—1962) 
(106 villages), Baidyeshwar (1951—1962) (60 villages), Jagatsinghapur 
(1960—1986) (334 villages), Tangi (1960—1974) (103 villages), Balikuda 
(1960—1980) (275 villages), Chaudwar (1961—1974) (75 villages), Kujang 
(1960—1986) (48 villages), Cuttack Sadar (1969—1974) (179 villages), 
Paradeep (1964— 85)(41 villages), Erasama (1964—1987) (121 villages), 
Kendraparha (1964—87) (355 villages) and Gobindpur (219 villages 
out of 220). | 


The same are in progress in 1,387 villages in 19 police-stations and 
are in different stages, as shown below 


Kistiwari & Khanapuri 378 in 5 police-stations 
Bujharat & Attestation 372 in 9 police-stations 
Draft publication and 312 in 12 police-stations 


objection hearing 


Final publication & 324 in 12 police-stations 
Patta distribution 





Total 1,386 villages 


— 





ee 


One village covering forest block in Sukinda police-station is in demar- 
cation stage. 631 villages have been taken up by the Consolidation Org:- 
nization before initiation of the settlement operation. 860 villages 
transferred to Consolidation Organization in 12 police-stations were in 
different stages. of the Settlement Operation before final publication. 


The procedure of revision survey and preparation of record-of-rights 
followed in the present scttlement is more or less similar to that followed 
in the previous settlement but the principle of fixation of rent is completely 
different. The Cuttack district consisted mostly of zamindaris where 
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correlating rent to productivity oflaad by applying acreage rate to different 
classes of land was not followed. In all previous settlements the then 
existing rents were enhanced by a certain percentage (normally 25%) 
on the ground of rise i prices alone. This principle was also followed 
in the earlier settlement of Banki Khasmahal. The falacy of the procedure 
is obvious. When a tenancy was created the zamindar fixed the initial 
rate on the basis of several personal and irrelevant factors like amount 
of Salami paid, social and economic status, etc. It was not, therefore, 
surprising that lands having more or less same productivity, the same 
advantage or disadvantage and situated in the same village were paying 
different rates of rent to the same zamindar. This was neither fair nor 
equitable. But the Orissa Survey and Settlement Act under which rent 
settlement is being done prescribed fixed principles for settlement of fair 
and equitable rent on the basis of productivity of land and other relevant 
factors like situation of the village,;communication and marketing facilities, 
liability.to vicissitude of season, the rate of rent existing for similar lands 
elsewhere in the state,etc. So instead of a lump rental fixed for a holding 
irrespective of the quality or classification of the land the rate of 
rent was fixed for each classification of land and the tctal rent of the 
holding was fixed after multiplying the rate to the acreage and then 
adding the total rent of all classifications of land in the holding. By this 
process the inequitability in the rent structure existing in different areas 
with regard to same classification of land was eliminated. 


Towns like Cuttack, Jajpur, Jajpur Road have been surveyed with 
great care. Each town has been divided into convenient units taking the 
boundaries of such units along roads, lanes and other natural boundaries 
unlike in previous settlement where the village boundary ran along Bustis, 
houses and even over buildings. But the rate of rent in town area is quite 
substantial being one per cent of the market value in respect of lands 
used for commercial, trade and industrial purposes and 1/4th per cent for 
lands used for residential purposes, public institutions, educational and 
charitable institutions. 


A clear picture of survey and settlement of the district cannot be given 
due to great time-lag between the initiation and the conclusion of the 
settlement operation, discontinuity in the programme and progress; non- 
completion of the operation in a large number of villages and transfer 
ofas many as 631 pending villages to the Consolidation Organization 
before initiation of the settlement operation. However, a partial picture 
of the effect of settlement in the villages completed from settlement 
Operation can be attempted. The sates of rent fixed for different areas of 
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the district in the present settlement operationis given police-station- 
wise in Appendix J and the effect of the said rent settlement in the 
villages completed from settlement operation (4,763 villages) is also 
given police-station-wise in Appendix II. 


In some areas the increase in rent will appear quite cabstantial mainly 
because in the previous settlement the incidence of rent was very low and 
fresh assessment has been made in respect of areas which were not assessed 
previously. But this has no practical implication on the raiyats as land 
rent has been abolished since the Jst April, 1967 except for the year 
1976-77. Rent settlement is notional but cess is assessed at 50%, of the 

“annual value of land” which is defined as the rent fixed at the time of 
settlement. : 

After abolition of the zamindaris and implementation of various 
land reform measures the complicated tenures prevailing in the previous 
settlement have been considerably reduced. The statuswise details of 
land under two broad categories—private and Government recorded in 
the present settlement opzration in 36 police-station areas of Cuttack 
district are given in Appendix IIIT of this chapter. 


CONSOLIDATION OF HOLDINGS 


Asin other coastal districts of Orissa, land holdings in the district 
of Cuttack have been increasingly fragmented due to unrestricted 
sale, partition and succession, etc. over the years. In comparison with 
other coastal districts the district of Cuttack is thickly populated 
and the size of the holdings in this district is comparatively small 
and unexpectedly scattered. This 1s the only reason for which in 
Cuttack district the cultivation is more laborious and ‘expensive. 
This -has not only discouraged -the landowners from _— effective 
cultivation but also reduced the productivity of land. Due to unusual 
small size of the holdings considerable extent of land remains idle 
in large scale ridges. The Orissa Consolidation of Holdings and Preven- 
tion of Fragmentation of Land Act, 1972 came intoforce with effect 
from the 10th August, 1973 to consolidate the fragmented plots. The 
objective is not merely to consolidate the scattered holding to make 
it more compact, but also it aims at increased production through 
modern technique by providing planned development like field channels, 
roads to Chakas, reservation of lands for community needs such as 
Gochar, village forest, schools, playground, hospitals, veterinary centre, 
future expansion of village site, etc. 

The pre-consolidation work on an experimental basis was started in 
a few places of the district in the year 1972. The statutory operation 
was started from January 1974. As-per Government order consolidation 
operation is to be taken up in villages in which fifty per cent o1 more 
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lands are irrigated and also inother villages with the consent of cent 
per cent small and marginal farmers and 50 per cent big land holders. In 
Cuttack district consolidation operation has been taken upin the former 
category of villages. Till the 31st December, 1991, 3,061 villages had been 
taken up for consolidation with 4,07,459 hectares in area. Of these villages 
623 villages relate to areas where revision settlement was not taken up by 
the settlement organisation (out of 631 such villages notified for consolida- 
tion operation). Simiarly, in respect of 844 villages (out of 860 such 
villages) consolidation operation was taken up where the settlement opera- 
tion was in different stages before final publication of Record-of-Rights. 


The rest of the villages were taken up after finalisation of Revision 
Settlement, 


Till the 3ist December, 1991 the consolidation operation has been 
made final in the district in respect of 1,905 villages with an 
area of 1,92,640 hectares. Besides, 73 villages with 12,917 hectares were 
made final U/S 13(4) of the Act. Of the 1,905 villages which were finalised 
U/S 22(2) of the Act the landowners in respect of 1,793 villages are in 
cultivating possession of the Chakas allotted to them. In the rest of 
the villages, steps are being taken to enforce the scheme. The sca tteredness 
in this district is so high and the size of the holding so small that about 
90 per cent landownets are coming within the range of small and marginal 
farmers. Aremarkable number of landowners own land in between 10 
to 50 decimals. Though the scheme is acceptable to the landowners, 


it is being carried on with a lot of bottle-neck for the reasons indicated 
below : 


(i) emotional attachment of landowners to particular land makes 
them reluctant to part with such lands at the time of real 
exchange of Ghaka, 


(ii) want of desired and timely co-operation from the landowners 
and want of active participation of consolidation committee 
members, 


(iii) fluctuating choice of landowners in giving choice of Chakas, 


(iv) want of adequate extension activities and lack of co-operation 
from voluntary organisations and 


(v) numerous litigations and disputes started by litigant 
landowners and stay orders from revisional and higher 


judicial forums. 
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The Director of Consolidation of Holdings, Orissa, Cuttack is the 
Head of the Department for implementation of the programme in the 
State. The Deputy Directors of Consolidation of Holdings are the 
Supervising heads at Range level. They have been delegated with 
powers of Director to function as statutory authority U/S 6,12,20,21,44 
45 and 55(3) of the Act, within their respective jurisdictions. In 
Cuttack district there are 6 Ranges with 6 Deputy Directors out of whom 
three are stationed at Cuttack and one each at Jagatsinghapur, 
Kendraparha and Jajpur respectively. The next forum for execution of 
the programme is Consolidation Officers circle and the base-level agency 
is the Assistant Consolidation Officer of acamp witha prescribed set of 
staff who work under his supervision. 


On implementation of this programme, scatteredness of holdings as 
per an assessment made taking 10 sample villages into account 
are found in the following way : 





No. of Total areasof Total Total No. of Total No. of 
sample sample consolidation Chakas formed landowners 
villages villages (in plots 
taken hectare) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
10 1,452 13,752 4,245 2,975 





The above data show that when on an average each landowner had 
got land in4to 5 patches it has been made in compact patch at 1 or 2 places. 
In general, it is noticed that by Consolidation of Holdings the consolidable 
plots have been decreased by about 60 per cent and including consolidable 
and non-consolidable plots the decrease of plot for the entire village 
is near about 35°%. This willresult in fincreasing zeal of the land- 
owners tointroduce mechanised methods of farming, use of improved 
seeds and pesticides resulting in increased production and change in 
economic standard of rural people. 


AGRICULTURAL CENSUS 


Agricultural Census is being conducted once in every five years 
in all parts of the country. It envisages collection of statistics on 
number and area of operational holdings, the system of land tenure, 
irrigated and unirrigated area under different crops and land use, etc, 
by sample survey method. : 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 605 


The following is the findings for Cuttack district as per the last 
Agricultural Census conducted in the year 1985-86. 


The district has 6,11,413 hectares of operated area belonging to 
4,90,796 operational holdings, the per capita holding size being 1:2 
hectares as against the state average of 1°5 hectares. The average 
size of holdings in the district during the Agricultural Census years 
of 1970-71, 1976-77 and 1980-81 were 1°2, 1°3 and 1°2 hectares 
respectively as against the state average of 1°9,1°6 and 1°6 hectares. 


The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes have possessed 62,221 
holdings with 50,575 hectares of operated area and 12,439 holdings with 
15,142 hectares of operated area respectively. The per capita holding 
size of the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are 0°81 hectare 
and 1°22 hectares as against the state average of 0°9 and 1°6 hectares 
respectively during the year 1985-86, 


The following is the estimated number and area of the operational 


holdings by different social groups in the district during the year 
1985-86 


Size Class (in All Social Groups Scheduled Castes Scheduled Tribes 
hectare) 0 i HR Se es ea 


Total No. Total area Total No. Total area Total No. Total area 
operated operated operated 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 


i io (below 2,78,656  1,31,728 45,583 18,470 7,138 3,044 


— —_——2 —4 





2. Small (1°0-2'0) 1,28,777 1,75,365 11,436 15,357 3,089 4,286 

3. Semi-medium 62,667  1,62,584 4,171 10,624 1,592 4,145 
(2.0-4.0) 

4. Medium (4°0-10°0) 19,505  1,09,153 990 5,475 615 3,540 

5. Large (100 & 1,191 32,583 41 649 5 127 
above) 

6. All sizes 4,90,796 6,11,413 62,221 507,75 12,439 15,142 





— 


Besides, Agricultural Census 1980-81 reveals the following in respect 


of some important characteristics of operational holdings for the year 
1980-81. 
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93 per cent of the total holdings are wholly owned and self operated. 
There are 1,29,353 wholly irrigated holdings with 1,20,078 hectares of 
irrigated area and 45,366 partly irrigated holdings with 32,103 hectares 
of irrigated area. The net irrigated area is 1,52,181 hectares which is about 
26°3 per cent of the net area shown. The gross cropped area is 7°70 lakh 
hectares and the gross irrigated area is 2°62 lakh hectares. The gross 
area under paddy which is the major crop of the district constitutes about 
75 per cent of the gross cropped area. The small number of medium 
and large holdings explain the poor performance in vesting of ceiling 
surplus lands in the district. 


URBAN LAND CEILING 


The Urban Land (Ceiling and Regulation) Act, 1976 came into force 
in Cuttack Urban Agglomeration with effect from 17.2.1976. The purpose 
of this Act is to provide for imposition of a ceiling on vacant land in urban 
agglomeration, for the acquisition of such land in excess of the ceiling 
limit, to regulate the construction of buildings on such land and for 
matters connected therewith, with a view to preventing the concentration 
of urban land in the hands of a few persons and speculation and profi- 
teering therein and with a view to bringing about an equitable distribution 
of land in urban agglomeration to subserve the common good. 104 
villages are covered under Cuttack Urban Agglomeration, In the State 
of Orissa only in Cuttack town this Act has been applied. This has been 
categorised as Class ‘D’ Type Urban area in the country. Ceiling limit 
for this category of Cuttack Urban Agglomeration is 2,000 sq. metres, 
or 495 decimals of vacant land. Any land in excess of this limit is to be 
acquired by the State Government on payment of compensation as fixed 

therein excepting certain categories of land which have been exempted 
under the law such as__water-logged area where construction is not 
possible as per Building Regulation Act. In other cases small bits of land 
which cannot be effectively put to any use are also exempted. The built- 
up area with appertinent area isto be excluded from the calculation 
of the vacant land. 


Just like agricultural land ceiling under the Orissa Land Reforms 
Act, the persons in excess of the ceiling area coming under this Act will 
have to file return in the prescribed form failing which the Special Officer 
and Competent Authority, Urban Land Ceiling, Cuttack will start 
suo mottu cases to determine the ceiling area. Besides, if any person who 
is under obligation to file a statement under the Act fails to file the statement 
Within the time specified for the purpose, shall be punishable with imprison- 
ment for aterm which may extend to two years or with fine which may 
extend to five thousand rupees or both, as provided under section 38 
of the Act. 
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So far, up to 30th April ,1991, 571 cases were filed on submission of return 
and 385 cases suo mottu making a total of 956 cases out of which 481 cases 
have been disposed of at the level of Special Officer-cuwn-Competent 


Authority, Urban Land Ceiling, Cuttack who is an ofiicer of A. D. M. 
rank. 


The extent of area taken over possession «» 112°960 acres 

The amount of compensation received from .. Rs. 22,36,000°00 
Government 

Amount of compensation paid .- Rs. 1,17,000°00 


The purpose for which the land taken (1) Municipality 
over is being/has been proposed to be 
utilised for public/private institution 


(2) Housing Boaid, Revenue 
Department for construction 
of staff quarters 


(3) Religious and cultural 
institutions for construction 
of their own building 


(4) T. V. Centre 


(5) To Freedom’ Fighters 
MUTATION 
Record-of-Rights called Khatian or Khata, or Patta is the most useful 
and valuable document in possession of a landowner as it exhibits identity 
of his ownership, status under which he holds the land, extent and classi- 
fication of the land, rent and cess payable, etc. This he requires very 
often for various purposes like getting loan from Government or financial 
institutions, dispute over landed property, establishing his identity and 
ownership in Court of Law, etc. It is, therefore, absolutely necessary that 
it should be kept up-to-date. Before abolition of the estates it was 
the responsibility of the landlords to mutate the names of the successor- 
in-interest of a tenant due to transfer, succession or partition, etc. 
Customarily 25 per cent of the consideration money was payable when 
a sale took place for entry of the name of the transferee in landlords 
records, But the Orissa Tenancy Act was amended in 1938 abolishing 
this fee and making it mandatory on the landlord to recognize the transfer 
on receipt of a copy of the notice of transfer from the Registering Officer 
specifying the names of the transferrer and the transferee and the revision of 
rent. On vesting of the estates, the iandlords handed over ¢ list of tenants 
from whom they were collecting rent immediately before abolition (called 
Jamabandi or expadia) to the Tahasildars. Therefore, maintenance of 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


608 CUTTACK 

the record-of-rights to keep them up to date (i. e., mutation work) became 

the most important work of the Revenue administration. This process 
also got statutory recognition by prescribing a procedure for maintenance 
of record-of-rights in Chapter IV of the Orissa Survey and Settlement 
Rules. Detailed executive instructions were also provided for this in the 
Mutation-Manual. But somehow this most important item of work 
did not receive as much attention as it deserves in the hands of the 

Tahasildars and supervising officers. When survey and settlement and 

consolidation operations were initiated in any area, the mutation work 
in that area remained suspended till final publication of record-of-rights. 

But after final publication of the record-of-rights, mutation power of 
Tahasildars was revived. 33,312 mutation cases were pending in the 

courts of Tahasildars for disposal by 31st March,1991 where settlement and 
consolidation proceedings have been completed, but R.-O.-R.s have been 

corrected in respect of 11,236 cases only. As stated earlier some holdings 

have been recorded in Bebandobasta status as applications for disposal 

of cases for settlement of land under sections 6, 7, 8(2) and 8(3) of the 

Estates Aboiition Act were pending for disposal by the Tahasildars at the 
time of preparation of draft record-of-rights. As a _ result 76,612 

acres of land in 6,150 villages (vide Appendix-IIJ) are in occupation of 
persons entitled to settlement which are escaping rent and cess with 

serious loss of revenue to Government (excluding these in 631 villages 

transferred to consolidation), 


RENT/CESS/NISTAR CESS 


As per Dalziel Settlement Report (1922-32), the settled rent in revi- 
sional settlement in the permanently settled areas was Rs. 6,84,810. In 
the temporarily settled areas including Khasmahal it was Rs. 24,80,837. 
In the revenue-free estates, it was Rs. 88,520. In Athagarh subdivision 
it was Rs. 6,97,629 for allthe four ex~states as per their latest settlement 
reports. So, the total settled rent for the district as per the last settle- 
ment reports was Rs. 39,51,896. On vesting, the words ‘Revenue’ and 
‘Rent’ become synonymous. Rents were settled in respect of Khas posses- 
sion Nij-jote, Nij-chas and Nij-dakhal lands of the intermediaries and 
for personal Jagir lands) on conferment of raiyati right under sections 
6,7 and 8 (3) of the O.E. A. Act. Wastelands were also settled under 
the Approved Lease Principles. So when land revenue was abolished with 
effect from Ist April, 1967 the rent demand had substantially increased. 
Under the Orissa Land Revenue (Abolition) Act, 1970 no raiyat or 
tenant is liable to pay land revenue in respect of any land held by him 
directly under Government, provided such land was used for purposes 
of agriculture, horticulture or pisciculture or for purposes of any small 
scale industry located outside the limits of the Municipality or Notified 
Area Council, Thus, only homesteads and industries situated in urban 
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areas are liable to pay land revenue. CLaad revenue was reimposed mn the 
vear 1976-77 but was again abolished from the year 1977-78. On aboli- 
tion of land revenue, the cess which was 25 per cent of the rent derrand 
was increaced to 50 per cent. Norent has yet been settled under Orissa 
Survey and Settlement Act in respect of 2,018 villages in the setilenicnt 

operation which took effect at different periods, beginning fcr the year 
1960. 

B:sides the cess payable under the Ortssa Cess Act, 1962, the tenants 
of Four ex-states pay another cess called ““Nistar Cess” or forest coos. 
{ff is a commutation fee paid annualiy by the tnnabitants of un ex-state 
avea for free use or for use at concessional rate of timber and other forest 
produce from the Khesra or “B’ Class reserve forests for their own use 
and not for sale or barter. The rate of Nistar Cess varied from state 
to state. In Athagarh ex-state tt was § anna per runes of land revenuc, 
In Narasinghapur it was one anna per area Of wet land and $ anna per 
acre of other lands. For non-agriculturists it was four annas per house. 
In Badamba it was + anna per rupee of land revenue. In Tigtria it 
was one pice (} anna) per rupee of land revenue whereas non-agricul- 
turists paid 12 annas to two rupees per house. They were entitled to 
take trees of species not declared reserved for their own use from Khesra 
forests, This cess continues to be levied and collected even aiter merger. 
The Demand/Collection and Balance (D.C. B.) position of land revenue 
(rent), Cess including Nistar Cess, Sairat end Miscelfe neous Revenue of the 
district during the five years from 1936-87 to [9901 are given in Appendix 
IV. 

Irrigation Revenue 


In the matter of supply of water for irrigation and assessment of 
water rate, the Benga! Irrigation Aci, 1876 appbed to Cuttack district 
The canal system built during the British period in the district was as 
follows 


— a Sake a a ae Sr ee te i ke ER | weet ee - ow 





Name of canal Lengthéin Area irrigated (in acres 
miles} in 1928-29) 

(1) (2) (3) 
Taladanda and its branches 92 73,37K 
Kendraparha canal and its branches 108 {00,260 
High Level Canal Range-I 33 23,602 
High Level Canal Range-If 12 1,053 (Later abandoned) 
Jajpur Canal 5 22,057 
Dudhai Canal 36 903 (Luter abandoned) 
| Total. 287 221,246 


- —— ee ee 
rn ne a a a HS ce cees, ee eee . = 
wwe ee ood a“ a 
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There were 1,310 miles of distributaries in these canal systems. The 
irrigation system was under the control of the Superintending Engineer, 
Orissa Circle. A special Deputy Collector under the Superintending 
Engineer was in charge of assessment and collection of water rate. Under 
the Bengal Irrigation Act, levy of water rate was not compulsory. The 
irrigated arca was divided int» blocks and th2 lease for supply cf water 
for all the land in each block was so arranged as to lapse inthe same year. 
Water was sup plied t» cultivators on application in a prescribed form, 
the area being divided into three seasons, the hot weather from March 
to June, Kharif from 16th June to end of October and Rabi from November 
to cad of March. A lease or permit granted for the season was in force 
for that particular period. Besides these seasonal leases, there was also 
the system of long term lease up to 10 years, granted at a somewhat 
reduced rate, from 16th Juneto 31st March each year. These long term 
leases were granted only for compact blocks defi1zed by well-marked bounda- 
ries of such a nature that the leased lands could be clearly distinguished 
from the adjoining unleased lands and also so situated that the unleased 
lands could not be ordinarily irrigated by water supplied for the leased 
ands iicluded in the block. These boundaries were mentioned in the 
application for the lease. After approval of the lease by the Executive 
Engineer, a detailed measurement of each cultivators holding was made. 
Thereafter, the Executive Engineer issues the permit. Fields which could 
not be ordinarily irrigated or for which water was not ordinarily required 
could b> exCiuded from the block at the discretion of the Executive Eng- 
neer. In the long term leases, water rates were charged for the area 
measured and accepted by the cultivators whether water was used or not. 
But in Rabi arca and in hot weather ieases, water was supplied on 
application and water rates were levied on the actual area irrigated. The 
rate Initially was Rs.1-8-9 poz acre but it was raised to Rs.1-12-0 in 1902-03, 
From 1912 the rate of water for long term Jeases on Kharif season was 
Rs. 2-0-0 par acre but in 1920 it was increased to Rs. 2-8-0 and jin 1922 
Rs. 3-9-0. For Dioiya or water-logged lands the rate was lower i.e., 
Rs. 0-10-0 in 1912 to Rs. 1-8-0 in 1920 and Rs. 2-0-0 in 1922. But this 
rate was again reduced in 1931 as the raiyats considered the existing rates 
to be high and did not come forward to sign agreement for supply of water 
and so the area under irrigation was reduced. The rate for seasonal 
leased lands for the Kharif scason and also for provisional lease, was 
reduced in 1931 from Rs. 4-8-0 to Rs. 4-0-0. The rate for Rabi water 
was similarly reduced from Rs. 2-8-0 to Rs. 2-0-0. For sugarcane there 
was a special rate i. e., Rs. 7-8-0 for the period of cultivation. Rs. &-%6 
for the period from Ist April to 16th June and Rs. 1-5-0 for a single Irriga- 
tion. Higher rates were charged for single season leases or for water 
taken between Ist April and 16th June. 
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Tae Orissa Irrigation Act, 1959 came into force in the district of Cuttack 


with effect from the Ist June, 1963 and repealed the Bengal Irrigation Act, 
1876. This Act provides for levy of compulsory basic water rate for 
irrigation of the staple cereal crop and optional water rates (or simple 
water rate) for supply of water for any crop other than staple cereal 
crop. Spscial rates are prescribed for non-agricultural use of water from 
irrigation works. Compulsory basic water 1ate was abolished in the year 
1968-69 making it optional for the owners and occupiers of lands to use 
water from any irrigation works as before. If they desired to do so they 
were to make applications to the Tahasildar in the prescribed forms. 
Tahasildars were notified as Irrigation Officers. The regulation of water 
to fields, assessment of water rate and cess and collection thereof become 
the responsibility of the Revenue organization through the normal revenue 
agency of Collector, S. D. O. and the Tahasildar. During this period the 
annual demand of water rate fell sharply. Compulsory water rate was, 
therefore, reimposed in the year 1974-75. Initially the compulsory basic 
water rate for Orissa was very low when compared with other states and 
the total irrigation revenue was not sufficient to cover the cost of 
maintenance of irrigation works. The Government, therefore, enhanced 
the basic water rates by 100 per cent and water rate by 50 per cent which 
was made effective from the 24th September, 1981. The rates of compul- 


sory basic water for staple cereal crop as now applicable to different 
classes of irrigation works are as follows : 


Classes Period of supply Depth of Rate per 
supply to be acre 
guaranteed 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Rs. 
Ist Class June to November 28% 16°00 
2nd Class July to November 23% 12°00 
3rd_ Class July to October 10% 8°00 
4th Class July to October 9% 4-00 


a as a ee ee ee 


Dalua crop carries a water rate of Rs. 36°00 per acre, sugarcane Rs. 40°00 
Per acre, wheat Rs. 13°00 per acre and potato Rs. 22°50 per acre. Mung 
carries the lowest water rate of Rs. 2°50 and other pulses Rs. 4°50. There 
are thus varying water rates for different crops. Even with this increase 
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in compulsory basic water rate and water rate which is still lower than 
those in some other states like Uttar Pradesh and Punjab, the receipts 
are not enough to cover the working expenses. 


Certified and assessed area of major and minor irrigation works 
in the district are given below. (There are no medium irrigation works _ 
in the district). | 





Certified Ayacut area § Assessed Ayacut area 


in acres in acres 
Major 4,31,355* 3,75,246 Z 
Minor 39,627*% 26,682 





The discrepancy between the certifjed area and the assessed area_ | 
is partly due to non-assessment in the field by the revenue agency and 
partly due to over certification ; by the Engineering Agencies. The 
current annual demand for irrigation charges forthe assessed area as 
onthe jst April, 1991 1s as follows : 


Compulsory basic water rate - 57,40,532 
Optional Rabi water rate ‘3 3,91,662 
Special rate - 6,97,936 

Total a 68,30,130 





The D. C. B. position for water rate for the last two years is 
given below : 








Year Demand Collection Balance 
1989-90 .3 2,17,81,608 62,94,420 1,54,87,188 
1990-91 - 2,32,56,940 65,76, 366 1,66,80,574 


a ep yg 


* The Irrigation Department reports the achievement by the 31st March, 1992 
to be 5,05,8,31 and 45,465 acres respectively, ' 
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REVENUE ORGANIZATION 


The Collector is the head ofthe Revenue Administration in the 
district. There is hardly any Central or State legislation which does 
not come within the scope of action of the Collector. Although 
after Independence the emphasis onthe role of the Collector has been 
shifted from collection of revenue to development, the designation the 


Collector continues till today. In the subdivision, the Subdivisional 
Officer (now redesignated as Sub-Collector) is the counterpart of the 
Collzetor. Like Collector, he has both the statutory and adminis- 
trative functions. He is assisted by one or more Deputy Collectors 
according to work load in the subdivision. The Second Officer is 
generally designated as the Revenue Officer. The subdivision was 
the lowest revenue territorial unit till the abolition of the zamindaris. 
On abolition, the estates were formed into Anchals as envisaged in 
the Orcissa Estates Abolition Act. Each Anchal was placed in charge 
of an Anchal Adhikari, who was either a Deputy or a Sub-Deputy 
Collector. The O. E. A. Act originally envisaged constitution of 
local authorities called Anchal Sasan consisting of an Anchal Sabha 
and an Anchal Adhikari. Oa subsequent thought Government 
decided not toeaforce this provision ofthe Act rezarding constitution 
of local authority. The O. E. A. ( Amendment ) Act, 1957 provided 
that the Ancihal will b2 managed according tothe laws, rules and 
rezulations forthe tims b3ing ia force for management of Government 
eztates. The Collectors were placedin direct charge of the adminis- 
tration of Anchals subject to control of the Board of Revenue. 
To bring uniformity in the matter of territorial units and their 
nomenclature throughout the state, the Orissa Revenue Administration 
(Units) Act, 1963 was passed which provided that the units for purpose 
of Revenue administration throughout the state shall be the Revenue 
Division, District, Subdivision and Tahasil. The subdivision is 
divided into as many Tahasils as the State Government may deem fit 
provided that the State Government may also declare the whole area 
of a subdivision to be a Tahasil. The Tahasil system of administration 
was introduced in 1963. Each Tahasil is headed bya Tahasildar 
who is assisted bYone or more Additional Tahasildars according to 
work load. For convenience of revenue and land administration, each 
Tahasil is divided into a number of Revenue Inspectors Circles. The 
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present number of subdivisions, Tahasils and R. I. Circles in the 


district 1s 


—~———.-.. 


Name of 
subdivisions 


— 
Banki 
Athagarh 


Jagatsinghapur 


Kendraparha 


Cuttack Sadar 


Jajpur 


given below : 


Date of 
constitution 


(2) 
1.12. 1963 


1.6.1964 

1.7.1965 
25.6.1965 
1.12.1965 


1.5.1954 
17.3.1982 
15.3.1982 

27 11.1952 


1.2.1966 
1.1.1966 
14.2.1979 
27.11.1952 
11.1.1953 
1.3.1959 


13.12 1982 
1.5.1954 
23.9.1988 
19.9.1988 
29.3.1965 
15.3.1954 


1953 
22.12.1976 


27.9.1988 
27.12.1952 


Ti. hasils 
ee) re A ee ee 
Name of 
Tahasils ot 
villages 
(3) (4) 
Banki 166 
Athagarh 209 
Tigiria 50 
Badamba 138 
Narasinghapur 254 
Jagatsinghapur 335 
Tirtol 311 
Balikuda 327 
Kujang 332 
Kendraparha 355 
Pattamundai 172 
Rajnagar 314 
Aul 130 
-Kanika 169 
Marsaghai 446 
Tangi-Chaudwar 178 
Salepur 327 
Mahanga 193 
Kishorenagar 11] 
Niali 219 
Cuttack Sadar 205 
Jajpur 409 
Mangalpur 
Binjharpur 217 
Dharmashala 451 
Darpan 272 
Sukinda 49] 


27 11.1952 


Total number of Subdivisions 
Total number of Tahasils 
Total number of R. I. Circles 
Total number of villages 


Number Number 


of R. I. 
Circles 


12 
15 
16 
15 


6 
26 
374 
6,78 
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The Revenue Inspectors are assisted by Revenue Moharirs fer 
collection work and by a Peon for helping him in miscellaneous 
duties. They are invariably survey trained persons but where the 
work load is heavy they are assisted by one or more survey knowing 
Amins to help them in identification and subdivision of plots, correction 
of record-of-rights and in miscellaneous enquiries lke demarcation, 
etc. For assessment of compulsory basic water rates and water rates, 
special Amins are appointed under the Tahasildars. For correction 
of record-of-rights inthe Tahasil Office two Amins are also appointed. 
At present there are 157 Amins, 348 Collection Mohartrs and 398 
Revenue Inspectors inthe district. To supervise the Revenue Inspectors 
there are 62 Revenue Supervisors working under the Tahasildars. 


The Tahasildar is the representative of the State Government si 
far asland administration in the Tahasil is concerned and it is his 
duty to see that Government lands are not encroached upon and steps 
are taken for removal of encroachments. He 1s also the authority io 
deal with all revenue cases under various Acts such as -° 


(1) Orissa Land = Reforms Act 


(2) Orissa Prevention of Land Encroachment Act 

(3) Orissa Public Demands Recovery Act 

(4) Orissa Estates Abolition Act 

(5) Mutation Cases under Orissa Survey and Settlement Act 
(6) Lease Cases under the Government Land Settlement Act 


(7) Orissa Bhoodan Yagna Act 


(8) Orissa Irrigation Act 


Besides, he deals with alarge number of revenue miscellaneous 
cases for issue of income certificates, solvency certificates, caste 
certificates, succession certificates, etc. Heis responsible for collection 
of land revenue, irrigation revenue, miscellaneous revenue. ete. 
Besides doing the normal revenue work, he is also required todo a 
lot of non-revenue work in his Tahsasil. Apart from pre-occupations 
with special time-bound programmes like Census, Agricultural 
Census, election and relief operations during flood, drought and 
other natural calamities, his services are requisitioned whenever 
‘special programme or special item of work has to be taken up in his 
area regardless of his pre-occupations with normal revenue werk. 
He is also to attend a number of meetings in subdivisions or district 
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headquarters. He represents the Collector in a number of Site 
Selection Committees and other such metings and has to do a lot of 
misczllangous work daring visits of ¥Y. I. P.s. In fact the Tahasildar 
has becomzg an all-purpose officer. Heavy pendency of revenue cases 
in Tahasils is largely attributable to the eagagenzat of the Tahasildar 
in non-revenue items of work. Similar isthe case with regard 
to Revenue Inspectors. 


ADMINISTRATION OF OTHER SOURCES OF REVENUE 


Commercial Taxes 


For the purpose of Commercial Tax Adminisiration the entire 
state is under the control of the Commissioner of Commercial Taxes 
whose office is located at Cuttack. He works under the Finance 
Department. The post of Commissioner of Commercial Taxes is held 
by an J. A. S. Officer in supertime scale. The Commissioner is 
assisted by Additional Commissioner of Commercial Taxes (General). 
Additional Commissioner of Commercial Taxes, Central ‘A’ Zone, 
Additional Commissioner of Commarcial Taxes, ‘B’ Zone and Additional 
Commissioner of Commercial Taxes, Intelligence, Cuttack. These 
officers balong tothe superior cadre of the Orissa Finance Service. 
The Zonal Additional Commissioners of the Commercial Taxes are 
entrusted with powers to hear revision cases and inspect the subordinate 
offices under their respective zones. For administrative convenience 
two Commercial Tax Officers viz., the Commercial Tax Officer, 
Inspection Party I and the Commercial Tax Officer, Inspection Party IJ 
with headquarters at Cuttack are placed under the Additional 
Commissioner of Commercial Taxes (General) for audit and inspection 
of the entire Commercial Tax establishment to ensure proper and 
correct receipt of revenue under different Acts administered by the 
above Department. The district of Cuttack is divided into Cuttack ] 
Range and Cuttack II Range, each headed by one Assistant Commissioner 
of Commercial Taxes who belongs to the Senior Class I of the Orissa 
Finance Service. The Cuttack I Range is placed under the Additional 
Commissioner of Commercial Taxes, Central‘A’ Zone whereas the 
Cuttack II Range comes under the Additional Commissioner of 
Commercial Taxes, Central ‘B’ Zone. The Assistant Commissioner of 
Commercial Taxes exercises full administrative control over his range, 
The main function of the Range Officer is to run the administrz tion 


of his range and to collect revenue. 
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The Cuttack I Range has been divided into three circles, namely 
Cuttack | (Central) Circle, Cuttack { (cast) Circle and Cuttack I (West) 
Circle, besides one Mobile Unit. The headquarters of all these officer: 
are located at Cuttack. 


Likewise there are two circles, namely Cuttack il Circic, and 
Cuttack Il] Circle and one Mobile Unit working under ihe Cuttck li 
Range. Tne headquarters of the Cuttack If Circle and the Mobile 
Unit are located at Cuttack whereas the headquarters of Cuttack Lil 
Circle is at Jajpur Road. Each of the Commercial Tax Circies is 
functioning under a Commercial Tax Officer of the Junior Class J rank. 
The circle office deals with matters like registration, ussessment, 
collection of revenue, refund of excess tax paid, checking of tax 
evasion, etc. 


One check-gate at Nuabazar, Cuttuck and one Railway Recvipt 
Unit at Cuttack function under the Cuttack | (East) Circle. The 
Cuttack If Circle controls the assessment units at Jagatsinghapur and 
Kendraparha and the check-gates at Gopalpur, Atharbanki and 
Jagatpur. There is one assessment unit at Jejpur and one check-gute 
at Kantigadia which work under the Cuttack HI Circle. For the 
convenience of the dealers, zssessment units have been established, 
cach headed by one Additional Commercial Tax Officer of Class Il 
rank. The assessment unit functions like a small circle with limited 
statutory and administrative powers. The main object of check posts 
is to check evasion of tax on goods transported by dealers whereas 
the officer in charge of the railwayreceipt unit countersigns the railway 
receipts on transportation of goods by rail. Each of the check posts 
and railway receipt units is headed by one Additional Commercial Tax 
Officer, 


Out of the three Intelligence Ranges of the State, one is located 
at Cuttack which forms a part of the Head Office and it @ under the 
supervision of an Assistant Commissioner, Commercial Taxes. This 
wing exercises jurisdiction over the districts of Cuttack, Baleshwii, 
Mayurbhanj and Kendujhar. This range is the co-ordinating agency 
of the Commercial Tax organization for collecting intelligence 
trom all possible scurces both inside and outside the statein respect of 
evasion of taxes. 


The statement given below indicates the collection figures (in 
lakhs of rupees) of different taxes by the Commercial Tax Department 
from 1986-87 to 1990-91. 
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Oa eee 





LENS Aether ee Vee a ee 2 


Year Orissa Central Orissa Total collec- 
Sales Tax Sales Tax Entertainment tion under all { 

Tax Acts _ 

Mm @ GB) (4) O) 
1986-87 5,353°83 356°69 109°24 5,819°76 
1987-88 5,995°49 412°67 104°3] 6,516°47 
1988-89 6,902°32 453°85 103°05 7,459°22 
1989-90 7,860'°76 465°74 89°11 8,415°6] 
1990-91 9 ,647°10 456°10 72°73 10,177°93 


oR A ee A SE a he 





Excise Revenue 

Excise organization in the district prevents and detects illicit 
trafficking in excisable articles. The Superintendent of Excise with 
headquarters at Cuttack heads the district Excise Administration subject 
to the general supervision of the Collector. One Additional District 
Magistrate is appointed to exercise the powers and functions of 
Collector relating to Excise Administration in the district. The 
Superintendent of Excise isthe Chief Executive Officer under whom 
all the Excise Officers exercise their powers and carry out their 
responsibilities. He is assisted by one Deputy Superintendent of 
Excise, 9 Inspectors of Excise, 21 Sub-Inspectors of Excise, 18 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors of Excise and 109 Excise Constables in day- 
to-day administration, particularly in tightening the enforcement 
activities and plugging leakage of revenue. 





The district is divided into 5 ranges namely Cuttack Sadar, 
Kendrapatha, Jagatsinghapur, Jajpur and Athagarh and each range is 
kept in charge of an Inspector of Excise. The Cuttack Sadar range 
is subdivided into 4 ranges styled as Sadar (Cuttack-A), Sadar 
(Cuttack-B), Salepur and Chaudwar. There are two charges under 
the Kendraparha range located at Kendraparha and Pattamundai, three 
charges under the Jagatsinghapur Range located at Jagatsinghapur, 
Kujanga and Paradeep, three charges under the Jajpur Range located 
at Jajpur, Dolipur and Dharmasala, and three charges under Athagarh 
Range located at Athagarh, Narasinghapur and Banki. Each charge 
is headed by one Sub-Inspector of Excise. He is assisted by a number 
of Constables and in some important charges, one Assistant Sub- 
Inspector has been provided. Besides, the district Bhang Gola and 
the Co-operative Societies Ware-house located at Cuttack are each in 
charge of one Sub-Inspector of Excise whereas the East-coast Breweries 
and Distilleries Ltd. at Paradeep is in charge of one Excise Inspector. 
One Inspector of Excise assisted by two Sub-Inspectors has been kept 
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in charge of foreign liquor in the district. The Sub-Inspectors look 
to the Foreign Liquor bonded Ware-houses. All bonded manutinecturers 
operating in the Gistrict under the Medicinal and Toilet prepara- 
tion Act are in charge of the Excise Inspector. All of them work 
in subordination to the Superintendent of Excise for their day-to-day 
discnarge of executive functions right from implementation of policy 
to collection of revenue. 

Excise revenue in the district is being realised by way of considera- 
tion money (licence fee) by auction of exclusive previleges (country 
spirit, Ganja, Bhang and Tadi) and licence fees (foreign liquor, denatured 
spirit, dangerous drugs, rectified spirit, medicinal and toilet preparation, 
ware-houses, etc.), duties from the intoxicints, cost price of Ganja and 
Bnang, sale proceeds of medicinal opium, composition fee and sale 
proceeds of confiscated articles, etc.* 

The position of collection of Excise Revenue in the distict during 
five years ending 1989-90 is as follows : 
































Year Collection 
1985-86 Rs .4,49,71,223°13 _ 
1986-87 Rs,4,46,42,270°00 
1987-88 Rs.4,67,73,239°47 
1988-89 Rs.5,57,88,665°00 
1989-90 Rs.7,53,72,029°00 
Registration 


The office of the District Registrar started functioning at Cuttack 
in 1820. The Registrar exercises general superintendence over all the 
registration offices in the district. One Additional District Magistrate 
works as the ex-officio District Registrar. He is assisted in the 
headquarters by the District Sub-Registrar and in other places by the 
Sub-Registrars. Appeals from the orders of the Sub-Registrar are 
heard by the Registrar. The district is divided into thirty Sub- 
Registrar’s Zones. The headquarters and year of establishment of the 
registration offices are : Cuttack (1820), Jajpur (1820) Kendraparha 
(1865), Salepur (1907), Tirtol (1902), Pattamundai (1913), Jagatsinghapur 
(1999), Dsbidol (1909), Banki (1908), Dharmashala (1910), Dolipur (1947), 
Athagarh (1948), Badamba (1948), Tigiria (1948), Narasinghapur (1948), 
SJagatpur (1970), Aul (1970), Marsaghai (1971), Bari (1974), Balikuda 
(1974), Raghunathpur (1975), Mansara (1975), Mahanga (1977), 
Bavachana (1977), Niali (1984), Garadpur (1984), Kujang (1985), 


Sukinda (1985), Kanika (1990) and Rajnagar (1990). The Revenue 
and Excise Department controls the registration organization of the 
district. 

* Licensing of manufacture and sale of country liquor (country spirit and 
outstill liquor) has been banned with effect from 1.4.1994 as a measure of prohibition 
policy of the State Government involving an annual loss of revenue to the extent 
of about 40 crores of rupees (1994-95 estimate). 
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The registration receipt figures from 1985-86 to 1989-90 are given 
in the following statement. 





Year Receipt (in Rs.) 





1985-86 79,46,985°00 

1986-87 84,66,983°75 

1987-88 90,90,006°50 

1988-89 95,03,400°00 

1989-90 99,97,575°75 
Stamps 


Revenue collected from the sale of judicial and non-judicial stamps 
from 1985-86 to 1989-90 in the district is given below: 


Judicial 
sm Scam a 
Year Court fees Copystamps Special Adhe- 
sive stamps 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Rs. P. Rs. P. Rs. P. 
1985-86 eas 54,89,587:20 56,878 °00 2,99,225°40 
1986-87 a 68,94,270°10 12,366°75 1,98,732°70 
1987-88 a 81,86,034°05 23,288°00 4,06,310°75 
1988-89 se 92,77,110°50 62,201,°00 4,09,231°00 


1989-90 es 79,57,456°00 47,310-00 4,78,884-00 





Non-judicial 


er rn rn ne neaenenwe Nagy 
f~ 


Year Revenue stamps Non-judicial Total 
stamps 
(1) (5) (6) (7) 
Rs. P. Rs. P. Rs. P. 
1985-86 ss 8,76,100°00 = 1,85,62,597°45 = 2,52,84,388-05 
1986-87 a 12,95,565°80 = 2,27,26,158°05  —3,11,27,093-40 
1937-88 Se 13,590,50°00 = 2,,38,58,862°50 3,38,33,545°30 
1988-89 ea 13,19,800°00 2,33,26,871°00 3,43,95,213° 50 
1989-90 se 11,78,550°00 = 2,44,60,113°00 = 3,41,22,313°00 
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Income. tax 

The district has got Income-tax offices at two places, namely Cuttack 
and Paradecp. The Cuttack Circle has got jurisdiction over Income-tax 
cases of the entire district excluding the subdivisions of Jagatsinghapur 
and Kendrapatha. This office which started functioning from 1965 is 
manned by two Assistant Commissioners of Income-tax and five Income- 
tax Officers. Besides, there is also anoffice of the Tax Recovery Officer. 
The Paradeep. Circle which started in 1986 is manned by one Income-tax 
Officer. His jurisdiction extends to the Income-tax cases of Jagatsinghapur 
and Kendraparha subdivisions. For administrative purpose both the 
Circles are under the Deputy Commissioner of Income-tax (Admini- 
stration), Cuttack Range. Besides Cuttack, the Deputy Commissioner 
also controls the Income-tax circles of Baleshwar and Mayurbhanj districts. 


There is one Deputy Comissioner of Income-tax (Appeals) at Cuttack 
who has got jurisdiction over non-company cases with income below 
Rs.l lakh. Both the Deputy Commissioners work under the 
Commissioner of Income-tax, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar. 


In addition, one Commissioner of Incomestax (Appeals) had been 
posted at Cuttack whose jurisdiction extends to the entire state of Orissa 
in respect of appeals filed before him against the order of the Assessing 
Officers. Appeals in respect of Companies and appeals in respect of non- 
corporate assessees with assessed income of Rs.1 lakh and more are also 
filed before him. 


Position of Income-tax collection (incrores of rupees) for last five 
years ending 1991-92 is given below: 


1987-88 .. 473 
1988-89 6°09 
1989-90 6°03 
1990-91 7°33 
1991-92 11°09 


Central Excise 

The Collector, Central Excise and Customs, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar 
having three divisions controls the Central Excise administration of the 
entire state. Out of three divisions, Cuttack division is functioning 
since 1944. Its jurisdiction extends to seven revenue districts of Orissa 
1e., Ganjam, Phulbani, Puri, Cuttack, Baleshwar, Dhenkanal and 
Mayurbhanj. The division is under the charge of one Assistant Collector, 
Central Excise and Costoms. There are eight Range Officers working under 
the jurisdiction of this subdivision, namely Angul Range, Bhubaneshwar I 
Range, Bhubaneshwar IL Range, Cuttack I Range, Cuttack JI Range, 
Chaudwar Range, Dhenkanal I Range and Dhenkanal II Range. 
Only three Range Officers viz., Cuttack [ Range, Cuttack If Range and 
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Chaudwar Range are located in the district. Each Range divided 
into a number of sectors is headed by one Superintendent of Central 
Excise and Customs. The Central Excise and Customs Department 
collects central excise duties and looks after other works like anti-smuggl- 
ing, implementation ofthe Foreign Exchange Regulation Act, evasion 
of excise revenue. The revenue collection by the three ranges of the 
district are mainly on excisable commodities like Vanaspati, fruit juice, 
Khar Masala, Biri, Gudakhu, oxygen gas, tubes’ and flaps, iron and 
steel products, air-conditioner, wires and cables, T.V. cabinet, body 
builders, jute products. petroleum products, packing tea, refractory, 
cotton yarn, fabrics, etc. 


The following statement gives central excise collection figures of 
the district from 1985-86 to 1989-90. 


Year Collection 
Rs. 
1985-86 — 7,56,52,643°00 
1986-87 “ 7,98,11,504°00 
1987-88 vs 8,51,63,552°00 
1988-89 = 7,21,13,165°00 
1989-90 os 9,92,26,233°00 
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APPENDIX I 


Kate of rent fixed for different areas of Cuttack district (Police-Station-wise} 


a a EE i eT a A S 





amy ee ee we ee re 








rere vee fgeppenreceennenpensnenien gm a 


eae 


SI. Name of P. S. Rent fixedfor Agri- Rent fixed for non- 
No. cultural land Agricultural land 
~~ Rae peeien eee ee 

Maxi- Mini- Maxi- Mini- 

mum mum mum mun 

(qi) (2) (3) (4) (3 (6) 
Rs. P, Rs, P. Rs. P. Re, P. 
i Athagarh is 5°75 0°75 23°50 9°75 
2 Badamba 13°00 4°00 70°00 37°50 
3 Gurudijhatia 5°75 0°75 23°50 9°75 
4 Tigiria 12°00 3°00 36°00 19°00 
5 Baidyeshwar 8°75 1°00 23°43 14-06 
6 Banki 8°75 1°00 23°43 14°06 
7 Salepur 24°00 1-00 20°00 12°00 
8 Mahanga 24-00 1°00 20°00 12°00 
9 Kisannagar 24°00 1°00 20°00 {2°00 
10 Cuttack City 20°00 - 2,500°00 375°00 
{1 Gobindpur 24°00 2°00 20°00 14°00 
12 Tangi 24°00 2-00 10°00 4°00 
13 Cuttack Sadar 24°00 2°00 17-00 4°00 
14 Chaudwar 24°00 2.06 8°00 400 
(5 Balikuda 24°00 2°00 13°00 9°00 
16 Jagatsinghapur 24°00 2°00 6°00 40°00 
17 Erasama 28°00 100 14:00 4°00 
18 Tirtol 28°00 1°00 14°00 4°00 
19 Pattamundai 28°50 2°00 =. 200°00 30°00 
20 Kendraparha 24°00 2°00 6°00 3°00 
21 Aul (Aali) 24-00 200 50000 =—100°00 
22 Patkura 24°00 2°00 120°00 (3°00 
23 Kendraparha 28'00 2°00 4,000°00 50°00 
24 Mahakalparha 24°00 2°00 120°00 13°00 
25 Sukinda 24°00 3°00 1,400°00 25°00 
26 Jajpur Road 29°00 1,000°00 50°00 
27 Jajpur Town 35°00 4,600°00 3,600°00 

28 Korei 24°00 3°00 Nil Nil 


a 
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No. 
(1) 


gears ome memes rea me ne ec ree te 


I 


oN tn dt wo he 


~J 


19 


yaa; 

2 

22 
23 
24. 
25 
26 


21 
28 
29 
30 
31 


ESS Seer . aes aes 
*This figure given by the Settlement Officer is not correct because as per final 


Name of the P. 8. 


Athagarh } 
r 

Gurudijhata |] 

Tigirta 

Badamba 

Narasinghe pur 


Kendraparha | 


Pattamundai = 
Mahakalparha 
Patkura 

Aul (Asli) 
Rajnagar 
Jaypur Town 
Jajpur Road 
Sukinds 

Korot 

Bank: a 
Dameparha 
Baidyeshwar | 
Cuttack City 
Salepur | 
Mahanga \. 
Kishorenagar | 
Gobindpur | 
Jagatsinghapur / 
Balikuda 

Tirtol =} 


Frasama 
Jagatsinghaour N.A.C. 
Kanpur 

Tangi 

Chaudwar 


(2) 





CUTTACK 


APPENDIX 


Police-station-wise Sabik rent and Hal rent of Cuttack district (4,763 
villages completed from Settlement): 


eA el earl LT A le ES 


Total Sabik 


rent 

G3) 
Rs. 
68,021 


25,215 
49,935 
81,890 


1,65,561 


1,40, 884 
3,78 076 
2,49,125 
1,78,902 

1,779 
3,371 
il,i77 
17,341 


24,28} * 
67,895 


432,692 
5°93 lac. 


4°14 fac. 

7,500 

50,370 
N. A. 
N. A. 


ee ee ee 





Total Hal 


rent 


(4) 
Rs. 





119,411 


1,57,428 
4,44,737 
3,38,900 


3,87,157 


2,217,156 
6,12,286 
440,177 
3,78,749 
1,11,035 

14,56} 
8,94,846 
429,367 


30,98 | 
12,93. 564 


11,12,879 


16°80 fac. 


{0°51 Tac. 


50,000 
1,54,18% 
1,48,072 


12,906 


ee 





Year of 
completion 


©) 
Rs. 


Adee ee 


1963 


1965 
1976 
1977-78 


1962 


1962 
1962 
1965 
1965 
1977 
1978 
1980 
1984 


1961 
197) 


1977 
1977 


1980 


1982 
1977 
1978 
1978 


settlerrent report (1952-62) of Banki Damaparha (144+23=167 Villages}, the Hal rent is 
Rs. 1,10,572 against the Sabik rent of Rs, 82,010 (produce rent being excluded from both). 
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APPENDIX Ii 
STATEMENT SHOWING STATUS-WISE DETAILS OF LANDS* 


(Figures are in acres & decimals) 








Private lands 





Cc" — 
Name ofthe Name of the Total Sthitiban Bebando- Jagir 
Subdivision Police-station No. of basta 
Villages : 

(i) (2) (3) (A) (5) (6) 
Cuttack .. Mahanga : ~ 193 39,155°654 3,102°417 
Salepur ec 327 39,697°961 34,225°807 
Cuttack Town .. 39 2,222 720 82°373 


Cuttack Sadar... 179 = 42, 70970 3,440715 
Chaudwar es 75 15,382°40 1,155°44 
Kisannagar es 111 20,693°67 1.672°85 
Gobindpur ses 220 54,365°46 6,464'97 


Tangi i 103 26,221°26 913°53 
Jajpur .. Jajpur Town .. 19 1,624°243 127°743 
Korei ne 233 3,993°11 644°56 
Jajpur Road 16 1,657°14 5°12 
Sukinda i 239 32,666°52 362°60 
Jajpur ae 210 7,345°27 104°48 
Binjharpur “a 217 7,528°03 63°25 
Barachana i 298 14,585°02 92°93 
Dharmashala .. 443 21,730°68 115°37 





*Total villages (col. 3) means villages for which information has been received. 


Status-wise information in respect of 631 villages (154 villages of Jajpur, 411 villages 
of Tirtol, 56 villages of Erasama and 10 yillages of Mahakalparha police-station) trans- 
ferred to consolidation organisation has not been included in the above statement. 


Six police-stations, namely Niali, Jagatpur, Kanika, Nuagan, Balichandrapur and 

_ Tomka are newly constituted Thanas after initiation of Settlement operations 

in ti2 resDactive areas and the villages of those Thanas are included in the adjoining 

police-stations, The villages of Mangalpur police-station are included in the Jajpur 
Police-station, 


Sikimi lands are included in Sthitiban lands (col. 4). 
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APPENDIX TI—Coned., 


(Figures are in acres & decimals) 


nn SS S Si S-SSS S SSSSS—  , 





Private lands 
Name of the Name of the Total Minha Chandna Total 
Subdivision Police-station No. of 
villages 
(1) (2) (3) (7) (8) (9) 

Cuttack .. Mahanga ue 193 “ 340°37 = 42, 598°441 
Salepur ae 327 ae 508°295 74,432°063 
Cuttack Town .. 39° as 307°690 =. 2,612°783 
Cuttack Sadar ., 179 =|: 0.10 139:09  46,289-04 
Chaudwar oe 75 “ 12°72 16,550°56 
Kisannagar ‘ 111 zy 55°90 22°422 
Gobindpur.. 220 a 122°41  —-60,952'57 
Tangi i 103 “a 65°68 27,200°47 

Jajpur .. Jajpur Town .. 19 = 136-742 = 1,888-728 
Korei - 233 a 20°58 4,658°25 
Jajpur Road .. 16 - ve 1 ,662°26 
Sukinda © 3 239 re oa 33,029°12 
Jajpur ~ 210 ° = ., 2°68 - 745243 
Binjharpur é3 217" .. ‘2777 ~—-7,594'057 
Barachana - 298 i '2°07 ~~ 14,680°02 
Dharmashala °° 443 es 21°64 " 21,687°69 





Se 





anes, 
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APPENDIX Il — Conrad. 


( Figures are in acres & decimals ) 


Se en ath mn el 








Government lands 
- ; ; Cc.” wet ee _“ 
Name of the Name of the Total Sikimi Abada Abada 
Subdivision Police-station No. of Jogya Ajogya 
villages 
(1) (2) (3) {10} CU} (12) 
Cuttack Mahanga 193 553°875 275213 t,394°562 
" Salepur 327 890048 2.949701 9.4 53-415 
Cuttack Town .. 39 213°872 = - 4,31 8848 101269 
Cuttack Sadar (79 320°40 4,199°69 11,498°00 
Chaudwar 73 160°74 6,721°4t 2,557°68 
Kisannagar iit 485°20 787°13 74690} 
Gobindpur 220 340°34 1,462°60 5,924: 36s 
Tangi 103 304-24 2,798°40 3,7 16°62 
: Jajpur Jajpur Town 19 2°251 194°231 - 
Korai 233 93°11 2,623°24 1,134°98 
Jajpur Road 16 0°057 478°77 
Sukinda 239 5°55 12,148°62 7 ,.625°14 
Jajpur 120 = ee 758°4% 433-93 
Binjharpur 217 60°20 977°25 1.23100 
Barachana 298 98°79 804-84 2,590 12 
| 
. Dharmashala 443. «126-77 1,216°S4 «4303-02 
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APPENDIX Tl—Conrd. 


( Figures are in acres & decimals ) 


SS eases SSSA! EUR A A A OY 








ree a= 





Government lands 
Name of the Name of the Totai Communal Reserved Depart- 
Subdivision Police-station No. of mental 
villages 
(1) (2) (3) (13) (14) - (15) 

Cuttack Mahanga és 193 TAT 712 1,481°702  1,669°976 
Salepur os 327 1,473°591 2,398°811  4,138°934 
Cuttack Town .. 39 63°866 2,489° 516 
Cuttack Sadar .. 179 1,051°56 4,139°44 §,033°48 
Chaudwar ww S75 46161 2426729 2,913'22 
Kisannagar 7 iii 480°87 1,336°08 1,631°59 
Gobindpur - 220 971°36 3,201°48 2,911°31 
Tangi 103 439914 -3,615°91 2,072°74 

Jajpur .. Jajpur Town ,. 19 18°905 ee 258°270 
Korei wa 233 816°57 4,339°90 1,080°45 
Jajpur Road 16 37°86 10°41 86°79 
Sukinda 43 239 1,720°78 8,542°78 1,779°51 
Jajpur . = 2400-15612 858-75 134°83 
Binjharpur a 217 310°18 823°54 192°64 
Barachana a 298 190°73 1,319°20 221,93 
Dharmashaia 443 1,036°87 2,138°95 999° 17 


a unaeal 0 NC ALA SAS N= 
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APPENDIX UI—Contd. 


(Figures are in acres & decimals) 


Ae wa a a eS SR I Ne es A 
ln 


[ore ad 


Government lands 





oy 

Name of the Name of the Total Other Total Total lands 

Subdivision Police-station No. of category of the village 
villages (columns 9+ 17) 

(1) (2) (3) (16) (17) (18) 

Cae Mahanga . 4: isa deisel jaa 

Salepur i 327 1,021°101 21,435°553 95,867°616 

Cuttack Town 39 1,084:941 8,058°444 10.671°227 

Cuttack Sadar 179 296212  2,888°429 7,517°333 

Chaudwar ia 75 1,522°414  3,014°540 4.669596 

Kisannagar 111 335°835  1,506°303 3,748°545 

Gobindpur 220 872995  1,826°106 7,921°363 

Tangi oe 103 197065  1,461°346 4,181-393 

_Sajpur Jajpur Town .. 19 41°276 512°682 2A0° 144 

Korei - 233 = 3,295'253 4, 314°'767 4,780°592 

Jajpur Road 16 326°044 387°427 $53°653 

Sukinda ie 239 =: $,898°529 12,080'222 15,383°124 

Jajpur 210 = 6, 140096 6§,344°277 = 7,089°520 

Binjharpur 217) «= 7,026°397 «= -7,379°858 = 8 1,362°637 

Barachana .. «(2987976265 8,48-4B ——9,.957-95 

Dharmashala_ .. 443s 7,712°952 8, 682°407 =: 10, 869° 176 





Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


630 CUTTACK ' 


APPENDIX Ii —Contd. 


(Figures are in acres & decimals) 


ne ree ee ee TER i a = 





dm oe era Ree er ee ne eee ee, eee 


Private lands 
a eee 
Name Of the Name of the Total  Sthitiban Bebando- Jagir 
Subdivision Police-station No. of basta 
| villages 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5S) (6) 
Athagarh Tigiria 50 —-1,,291'428 92°639 
Athagarh 119 2,301°832 9°3813 48°962 Fy 
Gurudijhatia 90 = 2, 173°866 7086 26°25) 
Kanpur 80 165°619 1°795 
Badamba 138 ©3,145°542 108°728 
Narasinghapur .. 172 =: 1,914°020 59°664 
Kendraparha.. Kendraparha 355 350178 16:932 | 
Aul 264 5,127°188 140°781 
Rajnagar 307 =—s_- 5, 617986 203°9206 
Pattamundai 210 § 3,665°701 141°563 
Mahakalaparha 153 3,320°562 35°432 
. Patkura 283 514°7977 132°280 
Jagatsinghapur,. Jagatsinghapur 334  §,922°154 $85°620 
Balikuda 275 5,409°746 631'614 
| Tirtol $7 945°266 112°611 
Ms > Kujang 48 -929°607 12°406 
(. Erasama ‘121 281°857 67°370 
Paradeep 5 50°842 
anki Banki 106 4, 193483 30°807 17°934 
" °- Baidyeshwar 61 1,170°420° «12815 491 
| Tota! 6.150 8 ,62,831°578 16,612°350 940° 85 


an ee 


we ee ee me ee 


me ee ee ee. 





a oe —_ 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


REVENUE ADMINISTRATION 631 


APPENDIX II— Conrd. 


(Figures are in acres & decimals) 
ae ee, 


Private lands 
ee an 








= yes Se 

SBiokon — Policsatién Revo Mimb® —Chendna Total 
villages 
(1) (2) (3) (7) (8) (9) 

TTT 
Athagarh .. Tigiria sug 50 i 19-613 1,403-680 
Athagarh ie 119 15°643 13669 2,389°519 
Gurudijhatia 90 10°692 5°692 2,223°587 
Kanpur 7 80 167°414 
Badamba or 138 od 564 3,254°834 
Narasinghapur .. 172 - 1°867 1,975°55] 
Kendraparha ,. Kendraparha .. 355 = 3°929 371039 
Aul ve 264 ‘3°475 3,271°444 
Rajnagar = 307 §,821°906 
Pattamundai_ 210 ei 2°429 3,809°693 
Mahakalparha 153 287 3.356°281 
Patkura 283 4°987 5,285°244 
Jagatsinghapur.. . Jagatsinghapur 334 18-711 6,526-485 
Balikunda a 275 a 5:329 6,046°689 
Tirtol r 57 1°013 1,058°890 
Kujang 48 124 942°137 
Frasama sis 121 275 349°502 
Paradeep 5 50°842 
Banki -» Banki rr 106 5°712 16°890 4,264°826 
Baidyeshwar_ ,, 61 3°396 11°154 1,198°726 


ee eeesese=B 
Total 
6,150 354°53 2,838°454 9,43,577°792 
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CUTTACK 


APPENDIX-HI—Contd. 


(Figures are in acres & decimals) 





_ ae 


Government lands 
oc NY 
Name ofthe Name of the Total Sikimi Abada Abada 
Subdivision Police-station No. of Jogya Ajogya 
villages 
(1) (2) (3) (10) (11) (12) 
Athagarh Tigiria - 50 34°188 59°915 207°237 
Athagarh x 119 9°313 514°879 382'536 
Gurudijhatia 90 7°086 .827°292 443°927 
Kanpur tis 80 626 88°570 13°422 
Badamba os 138 7T 416 316°916 318°835 
Narasinghapur 172 21°069 340°526 687°724 
Kendraparha.. Kendraparha ws 355 8°966 4°692 40°280 
Aul on 264 44°738 194°980 417°884 
Rajnagar se 307 4°462 397°718 396°986 
Pattamundai e* 210 8°7308 121°837 199°127 
Mahakalparha .. 153 15°508 455°330 323°371 
Patkura 283 19°844, 48°334 466°908 
Jagatsinghapur Jagatsinghapur 334 46°313 34903 310°880 
Balikuda 275 32°437 550°948 773-113 
‘Tirtol 7 57 2°479 63160 —-214:592 
Kujang a 48 1°853 248°600 117°834 
Erasama ee 121 7156 240°549 217°681 
Paradeep - 3 100°693 79°402 
Banki Banki 106 26°468 3754197 391°860 
Baidyeshwar 2% 61 55°668 80°785 34°298 


NS a a lata ee | 


Total 


6,150 





7,358°677 1,26,712°963 1,19,803°076 
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Name of the Name of the Total 
Subdivision Police-station No, of 
villages 
(1) (2) (3) 
Athagarh Tigiria 50 
Athagarh 119 
Gurudijhatia 90 
Kanpur 80 
Badamba 138 
Narasinghapur .. 172 
Kendraparha.. Kendraparha 355 
Aul 264 
Rajnagar 307 
Pattamundai 210 
Mahakalparha _. 153 
Patkura 283 
Jagatsinghapur.. Jagatsinghapur .. 334 
Balikuda 215 
Tirtol 57 
Kujang 48 
Erasama 121 
Paradeep 5 
Banki Banki 106 
Baidyeshwar 61 
Total 
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(Figures are in acres & decimals) 


— —e- 


Government lands 
a 


—~ 


co con 
Communal Reserved Departmental 





(13) (14) (15) 
41°52: 1,100°20 63°37 
525°71 —-1,982°52 537°54 
495-94 3,342'42 61614 

71°43 206°24 20°04 

1,167°62 —-2,777°14 768°34 
74310 _7,161°20 81117 
59°75 165°75 411°81 
88396  3,798°44 9496" 
97390  4,350°58 1,15-08 
65269 =—-.2,260°17—‘1,021-13 
60830  4,601°53 617°66 
1.02116  3,58915 250415 
1,110°09 294867. 4.08229 
1,278'03 -5,526°88 2,071-07 
22546  —«-1,167°20 275°29 
251°23 —s-:1, 144-06 34:80 
59025 —-3,257°91 1,542°30 
91°85 69836 —-3,488°60 
1,304°66  10,321°86 538°26 

303°79 973-46 361-07 





61.50 22,748°164 97,807°983 49,026°420 





a 
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CUTTACK 


APPENDIX [I]—Coneld. 


(Figurs are in aeres & decimals) 


Government lands 


pate 
Other 


a 
Total 








Name of the Name of the Total Total lands 
Subdivision Police-station No. of category of the villages 
villages (cols, 9-4-[7) 
(1) (2) (3) (16) (17) (18) 

Athagarh Tigiria .- 50 4,609°50 8,856°11 22,892°91 
Athagarh .. 119 867°43 12,887°35 36,786 54 

Gurudijhatia 90 1,592°92 18,759°61 40,995°48 

Kanpur .- 80 20,910°20 22,227°83 2,3901°97 

Badamba 7 138 16,327°42 27,398°03 59,946'37 

Narasinghapur .. 172 2,246°02 41,691°99 61,447°50 

Kendraparha Yendraparha .. 355 97,068°72 98,155°83 1,01,866'22 
Aul .. 264 37,244'13 48,101°29 10,015°73 

Rajnagar .. 307 2,130°49 16,452°85 74,771°91 

Patamundai ., 210 47,142°59 54,286°22 92,383°15 

Mahakalparha .. 153 49,752°37 63,366'87 96,929°98 

Patkura .. 283 27,460°3 9 39,727:27 92, 579°71 
Jagatsinghapur..Jagatsinghapur .. 334 16,716°81 28,315°69 93,580°54 
Balikuda .. 275 2,442'26 24,558°85 85,025°74 

Tirtol i« ot 2,821°15 . 7,266°62 17,855°52 

Kujang .. 48 5,911°66 11,006°09 20,427°46 

Erasama ys. T21 15,813°25 25,786°01 29,281°03 

Paradeep . @=«65 14,505°28 20,585°04 21,093°46 

Banki Banki .. 106 3,369°15 56,994°50 99,642°76 
Baidyeshwar 61 3,642°43 6,431°58 18,418°84 
eee ne oe ee 

Total 6,150 8,37,514°834  12,53,613°449 21,97,191°241 
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APPENDIX IV 
Statement showing the Demand, Collection «and Balance from the year 


1986-87 to 1990-91 in respect of Cuttack District on Reni, Cess, Nistar Cess, 
Sairat, Misc. Revenue and Water Rate 


— a se a mee - --=<- a es emma me te — = em 


Part of Demand Collection Balance 
Revenue 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
—— : 
Rent 50,58,937 L1,03,136 39,55,801 
Cess 1 ,22,68,863 50,14,87} 72,53,992 
Salrat 28,59,061 22,32,446 6,26,615 
Misc. Rev. 94,17,808 49,47,610 44,70,198 
Water Rate 2,20,66,417 65,65,616 1,55,00,801 
Total 5,16,71,086 1 ,98,63.679 3,18,07,407 
1987-88 
Rent 55,45,880 13,08,514 4? 37,366 
Cess 1,32,29,037 58,36, 589 3,92,448 
Sairat 36,57,885 28,92,704 7,65,181 
Mise. Rev. 1,10,29,763 44 09,943 66,19,820 
Water Rate 2.24,88,612 74,7977) 1,40,08 ,841 
Total 5,59,51,177 2,19,27,521 3,40,23,656 
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ee ee ee ev: 


Part of 
Revenue 


(1) 


~ 


CUTTACK. 


a Re | enna a 


a A I A a a mT ES TR TT A TR EAE BER 0 I A 
ee 


Rent 

Cess 
Sairat 
Misc. Rev. 


Water Rafe 


Total 


Rent 
Cess 

~ Sairat 
Misc. Rev. 
Water R.ate 


Total 


Rent 

Cass 

Sairat 

Misc. Rev. 

Water Rate a 


Total | 

















Demand Collection 
(2) (3) 
1988-89 
61,93,860 16,92,916 
1,34,26,506 57,56,646 
28,13,411 21,93,686 
1,33,53,849 55,56,448 
2,18,38,711 69,20,407 
5,76, 16,337 2,21,20,163 
1989-90 
63,26, 706 12,51,051 
1,38,38,049 52,40,784 
31,42,696 23,04,681 
1,19,56,513 1,33,44,293 
2,17,8 1,608 62,94,420 
6,70,45,572 2,84,35,229 
1990-91 
68,14,317 12,70,820 
1,51,43,748 58,72,779 
35,09,065 25,36,713 
2.20,97,148 1,25,50,518 
2,32,56,940 65,76,366 
708,21 ,258 


2,88,07,196 





Balance 


(4) 


45,00,944 
76,59,860 
6,19,725 
77,97,401 
1 ,44,18,244 


3,54,96,174 


50,75,655 
85,97,265 
8,38,015 
86,12,220 
1,54,87,188 


or 


3,86,10,343 


eer 2 


55,43,497 
92,70,969 
9,72,352 
95,46,630 
1 ,66,30,574 





4,20, 1 4,022 


Eee 
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CHAPTER XII 


LAW AND ORDER, AND JUSTICE 
INCIDENCE OF CRIME 


During early parts of British administration even though no_ serious 
crimes of civil population are found in records, crimes among the civil and 
military officers were not unknown. There were frequent quarrels among 
them, which, sometimes, extended to private life. The Sepoys freely roamed 
at night defying the law and if the police attempted to check their mis- 
conduct, a squable was inevitable*. It 1s known from the records that 
after 1811 there were many cases of murder and robbery in Cuttack 
which were More frequent than in any other districts of Bengal. Toynbeo, 
the British historian, stated that from 1811 to 1819 there were 77 cases of 
murder in the district. 


Toynbee also gave the following crime figures during the period 
from 1825—1827: 


ee a YO 


Year No. of thefts No. of Total Percentage of cases 
and robberies burglary in which convictions 
reported reported were obtained 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1825 1,126 543 1,669 3°55 
1826 1,318 607 1,925 7°13 
1827 1,182 466 1,648 13°02 





ety 


The burning of Hindu widows (Suttee) was not uncommon 4s in 
other parts of India. H. Turnbull, Acting Magistrate, Cuttack in 
[818 revealed that there were 8 widow-burnings in 1815. Such figures 
for 1816, 1817 and 1818 were 9, 14 and 14 respectively. 


Suttes was widely prevalent in India. Under the benevolent adminis- 
tration of William Bantick the British Government took strong measures 
against this superstitious practice and in 1829 this cruel practice was 
dsclared a capital offence. Gradually this practice could be ended. 


The other incidences of crime were in the nature of highway robbery, 
theft, etc. Among the cases of thefts cattle stealing was reported to be 
very common and big herds of stolen cattle were being transported to 
Calcutta for disposal. 

pee Se 


* Sahu, (Dr.) N. K.,History of Orissa PoJice. 
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With the establishment of a strong administration in the district the 
law and order position improved gradually. By 1932-33 the district had 
reported fewer offences against public tranquility. The most prevalent 
offences were those affecting the human body (murder, assault, wrongful 
confinement and kidnapping and property theft and burglary. A very 
common form of complaint was that the offender had seized the complain- 
ant and forcibly taken his thumb impression on a blank paper, doubtless 
with the intention of subsequently converting this into a document which 
. could be used against the complainant or of holding out the threat that 
this would be done. The soft mud walls of the cottages invited the atten- 
tion of the burglars, but there was generally little to steal except the ordinary 
utensils, grain and clothes of the occupant. The offences, though numerous, 
were for the most part petty. The comparative freedom of the district 
from serious crime was In striking contrast to the state of affairs in the 
early part of last century. 


In the post-[ndependence period the police force was more streamlined. 
Attention was paid to crimes and criminals. Yet, there was increase 
in the occurrences of serious crimes like murder and dacoity. Most of 

‘the murders were committed due to sudden provocation, land disputes, 
domestic trouble, previous grudge, love affairs, personal enemity, party 
factions, personal gain, etc. 


Nowadays murders are also committed due to political rivalry 
mostly by professional hired assassins. A gang dacoity occurred in broad 
day light on the 23rd August, 1988 in the State Bank of Bikaner and 
Jaipur Branch in Bajrakabati Road in the city of Cuttack. Ten notorious 
dacoits from West Bengal and Bihar looted a sum of rupees 19°7 lakhs 
from the bank and escaped. 


The other major otfsaces were kidnapping, abduction and riotings. 
Riotings occurred due to Sahi conflicts, labour unrest, political differences 
and communal feelings. A much shocking incident of labour unrest 
took place on 19 March, 1984 at Paradeep. Tiouble started over inter- 
union rivalry and snowballed into menancing proportions which resulted 
in the * killing of the officer-in-charge and three policemen of the 
local police- station. Neatly 2,748 persons were affected in the arson and 
rioting. Large number of educational institutions in the district 
at times ledto student unrests and contributed greatly to tension and 
turmoil. There were large-scale student agitations in 1955, 1964 and 
1990, apart from a few localised incidents, which gave police very 
trving moments. 


rr ap a a A La 


* White Paper on Police, Home Department, Goycrnment of Orissa, 1984. 


Pe ed 
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The majority of the crimes occurred in the district in the form of 
burglary and theft. Though numerous, for the most part they are 
petty. Other crimes like cheating and breach of trust were of 
general occurrence. Faulty investigation and delay in disposal of 
cases by the judiciary encourage habitual criminals nowadays to 
commit crimes time and again. The statement given below furnishes the 
number of various offences committed inthe district during the years 
from 1986 to 90. 





Nature of crime Year 
ee eee ee 


ee Ean. 
1986 1987 = 1988 1989 1990 


(1) (2) GB) | (S) (6) 


Total number of cognisable 8,141 7,392 7,341 8,035 &,636 
cases reported to the police 





Murder 46 45 66 46 57 
Culpable homicide not 27 30 74 35 48 
amounting to murder 

Rioting 326 175 170 252 256 
Kidnapping and abduction 65 54 55 52 5] 
Dacoity 31 24 21 31 4] 
Robbery 56 47 44 52 63 
Burglary 543 489 496 492 496 
Cheating 14 12 12 19 34 
Breach of trust 108 56 BP 86 83 
Theft 1,081 1,858 1,656 1,895 2,015 
ORGANIZATION OF POLICE 


Police and Intelligence Department during Ganga period (12th—IL5Sth 
century A.D.) was well organised and controlled by the Mahadanda- 
pasa. His function was like that of the present Director-General and 
Inspector-General of Police. Under him were the Dandapasi and 
Dandgnayaka conducting respectively the police and the intelligence duties. 
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The military and the police system during the Gajapati period had 
no clear cut demarcation as the Military Officers were discharging most 
of the police functions. Revenue officers were also performing the police 
functions. 


In the 16th century under the Mughals, Subahdar, who was also 
known as Nazim, was responsikle forthe overall peace and order of the 
Subah. The Darogas performed police duties and their work was 
supervised by the Dewan who had the power to appoint and dismiss the 
police officers. The police system was well organised at the district level 
where kotwals were working inthe district headquarters, subdivisions 
or Parganas and were subordinate to the Darogas. During this period 
the judicial cfficers were also functioning as police officers. The Kazi 
was the highest judicial officer in the district and undcr him was the 
Faujdar who was looking into criminal cases. Besides being a judicial 
officer, the Faujdar was working as a police officer. He was mostly respon- 
sible for the maintenance of law and order in the district inclusive of the 
subdivisions. At the village level there was a Panchayat presided over 
by the village headman known as Makadam. The Panchayat was trying 
petty village disputes and was looking after peace and order of the village. 
The Makadam was to provide full security to the village folk and the 
Chowkidars were assisting him in their routine work. 


During Maratha rule (1751—1803), Cuttack was one of five Chaklas 
of Orissa. An Amil was placed to look after the administration of both 
criminal and civil justice. The General Superintendence of Police was 
vested in him and he investigated and decided serious cases like murder 
and dacoity. In the matter of police administration he was assisted by 
Ahdadars and zamindars in their respective estates. The important 
Executive Officer of the police was the Kotwal who in turn was responsible 
to the Darogas. The Kotwal in performing the police duties was being 
helped by the Khandayats and the Paiks. 


After the occupation of Orissa by the Britishers, a Commissioner was 
placed in charge of the province. He followed the old Maratha system 
but transferred from the Amils “the power of general superintendence 
and the cognisance of crimes of any magnitude and heinousness”. There 
were two Magistrates, one in the Northern and the other in the Southern 
Division of Cuttack who were responsible to the Commissioner, 


During the rule of Marathas, the zamindars were responsible for 
police duties in their respective estates. The Britishers respected this 
tradition but in some of the estates where the zamindars were divested 
of the police power special Darogas were appointed. These Darogas 
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appointed the Khandaits to manage the police functions. The charge of 
the local polics was left in the hands of the Paiks who wee enjoying service 
lands. The criminal law and rules which were in operation in Bengal 
weie extended to Orissa under Regulation IV of 1804 and the Magistrates, 
who were also vested with judicial power, were given responsibilities of 
the Superintendence of Police under general control of the Commissioners. 
Each Magistrate was empowered to appoint Darogas. Thanas were 
established for better reorganization of police on the Ist May, 1806, each 
with jurisdiction over a number of neighbouring villages under Regulation 
IV, 1804 and Regulation XIII, 1805. In Cuttack district seven Thanas 
such as Jajpur (679 villages), Cuttack (338 villages), Arakpur (706 villages), 
Asureswar (541 villages), Tiran (508 villages), Hariharpur (811 villages) 
and Paharajpur (440 villages) wereconstituted. In 1816, The Thana of 
Asureswar was removed to Kendraparha. In each Thana there was one 
Daroga with a monthly salary of Rs. 10 and under him there was one 
Jamadar who was getting Rs. 8 per month. 


Anxious to put the police under expert control, the Government of 
Bengal for the first time appointed one Superintendent of Police in 1808 
for the division of Calcutta, Dhaka and Murshidabad. Onthe 31 May, 
1816, W. Blunt was appointed as the Superintendent of Police, 
Bengal, Bihar and Orissa. He was later appointed as the Commissioner 
of Cuttack in September 1820. The Superintendent worked mostly with 
the help of informers called Goyenda. As many of the Goyendas were 
found guilty of negligence and misconduct the system was widely 
criticised and in 1829 a new change inthe administration was introduced. 
The office of the Superintendent of Police was abolished and the office 
of the Magistrate was transferred from the Judge to the Collector. The 
control of police was vested in the office of the Collector-Magistrate who 
was to work under the Commissioner of Revenue and Circuit (or Divisional 
Commissioner). Even though the Magistrate was the controlling officer 
of the police, the Darogas enjoyed absolute powers as the Magistrate 
had no authority to punish them directly. The Daroga was punished 
only by the Nizamat Adalat. The increase inthe power of Darogas 
brought the police functions of the zamindars almost to a point of 
obsolescence. The police system thus introduced by the British tended 
to be irresponsible and tyrannical. The Fauzdar as well asthe Jamadar 
being practically unchecked indulged in corruption and deliberate 
atrocities, As the tyranny of police became unbearable some of the 
bowers of Darogas were withdrawn. But the misrule of the police went on 
unabated and Darogas began to amass wealth by all questionable means, 
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It is interesting to note that at an enquiry made by Ewar, Sahib 
Zeman, the Daroga of Cuttack made the following confession in writing; 


*“My younger brother Ulley Zeman resided with me during the time he 
was a Dewanny and Fouzdary Sharistadar and as we found that salaries 
were not sufficient to maintain us, we took advantage of the confidence 
inspired by our high officers and connected ourselves with the Mahajans 
of the towns. They sent us money toa very large extent and we commenced 
trading in various articles such as cloth, horses, elephants, etc. We 
also bought and sold several estates. At onetime we sent an investment, 
the value of 15,000 rupees towards the Deccan, part of which was plundered 
by the Raja of Goomser. I cannot produce all the papers connected with 
our concerns but beg leave to submit a number of redeemed bonds to the 
number of 43,144 rupees which will show that the above statement is 
correct.” 


This clearly illustrates tmmoral conduct of the Darogas during the 
early British period. 


For the town of Cuttack special police arrangements were made. 
Five out-posts were established at Kafla Bazar, Buxi Bazar, Telenga Bazar, 
Khatbin Sahi and Kadam Rasul in 1817 with a monthly expenditure of 
Rs. 400 for Cuttack town police establishment. 


Regulation IV of 1821 had provided that the power of a Magistrate 
and Collector might be vested in one and the same person and accordingly 
one Magistrate and Collector were in position for each of the three districts 


of the then Orissa. R. Hunter was the first Magistrate and Collector 
of Cuttack. 


The present day police system came into existence in 1861 under the 
Police Act V of 1861, When a Superintendent of Police was appointed for 
the district with a number of subordinate staff. The administration of the 
district police vested in the Superintendent subject to general control 
and direction of the District Magistrate. One Deputy Inspector- 
General with headquarters at Calcutta was in charge of Cuttack district 
along with other districts of Bengal Province. 


With the creation of Province Bihar and Orissa in 1912 the Police 
administration was reorganised. The province was divided into 2 
Ranges, namely Northern Range and Southern Range. The Southern 
Range comprised 10 districts of the Chhotanagpur and Orissa Divisions 
as well as Military Police, Ranchi; Police Training College, Hazaribag 
and the Constables’ Training School, Cuttack. The headquarters of this 
Range was fixed at Cuttack. 
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The unit of police jurisdiction continued to be the Thana. The 
Civil Subdivisions were divided into a number of Thanas. The district 
police organization was headed by the Superintendent of Police. During 
the first decade of 20th century, the Sadar subdivision of the district 
had four Thanas, namely Cuttack, Banki, Jagatsinghapur and Tirtol 
whereas the Thanas of Kendraparha, Pattamundat and Aul were under 
the Kendraparha subdivision. Jajpur subdivision was divided into 2 
Thanas of Jajpur and Dharmashala, By the beginning of thirties, leaving 
aside Cuttack town police station, the then district of Cuttack was divided 
into 24 Police Thanas. namely Cuttack, Tang), Banki, Baidyesh war, Salepur, 
Mahanga, Kisannagar, Tirtol, Erasama, Jagatsinghapur, Gobindpur and 
Balikuda in the Sadar subdivision; Kendraparha, Patkura, Pattamundat, 
Mahakalparha, Aul and Rajnagar in the Kendraparha subdivision and 
Jajpur, Binjharpur, Dharmashala, Sukinda, Barachana and Korei in the 
Jajpur subdivision. The regular police administration under the control 
of the Superintendent of Police consisted of six Inspectors, forty-eight 
Sub-Inspectors, one Sergeant, 66 Head Constables and 501 Constables, - 
This worked out at | policeman for every *8 square miles (15-022 
sq. km.) and 1 to every 2,367 of the population. The rural police 
force comprised 3,309 Chowkidars working under the supervision of 
268 Dafadars. 


With the formation of Orissa as u sepurale provinee on the Ist 
April, 1936 the police administration had to face great problems as 
there were three police procedures belonging to old Bihar und Orissa, 
Madras and Central Provinces. In order to tide over the administrative 
inconvenience, the Bihar and Orissa Police Manual with some modifica- 
tions was introduced in the new province, Apart from the Superine 
tendent, a Deputy Superintendent was also posted at Cuttack to assist 
the police administration of the district. In the subordinate ranks 
there were Inspectors, Sub-Inspectors, Assistant Sub-Inspectors., Havildars 
Head Constables, Constables, etc. 


Police function in ex-states 

The four feudatory states of Badamba, Narasinghupur, Athagarh 
and Tigiria which were added to the Cuttack district on thetr merger 
in Orissa in 1948, had their own police system. They were exempted from 
the operation of British Regulations. In 1816, a new policy was 
followed by the British Government according to which the tributary 
states so far as serious crimes were concerned were placed under 
the jurisdiction of the British Criminal Courts and the police power 
of the Chiefs was made subject to supervision of the Superintendent, 
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‘Shey were required to send monthly reports of crimes to the Superine 
tendent. The ex-states maintained their ownregular police force which 
mostly consisted of one Sub-Inspector, 2a Head Constable and some 
Constables which was of recent origin. In former times, the Paiks 
(state militia) holding service lands served as the representatives of the 
law and order imposed by the Chiefs. The Paiks generally regarded 
their police duties as nominal and only performed such duties as and 
when it pleased them. They became a source of danger and trouble, 
So, it became necessary to introduce a regular police force. The 
Paiks were greatly reducedin oumber and their service grants gradually 
resumed. They were also required to assist the police when required, 
but their work was mainly confined to guard duty at the Chief's 
residence. . 


Present Police Organization 


The Police organization in the district comes under Central Range 
with its headquarters at Cuttack, Tull 1981, the Cuttack police district 
was co-terminous with Cuttack Revenue district. But in view of the 
serious law and order problem, varieties of increased number of incidences 
of crime and, above all, the higher density of population, the Cuttack 
police district was bifurcated on the 24th April, 1981 into two police 
districts, namely Cuttack Sadar and Cuttack Rural. The jurisdiction 
of the former extends only to Cuttack Sadar Revenue subdivision and 
of the latter to remaining part of the district. The new police districts 
started functioning from Ist May, 1981. The headquarters of both 
the police districts are located at Cuttack. The Director-General and 
Inspector-General of Police is the head of the police organization in 
the state. The Home Department of the State Government controls 
the police administration. The Cuttack (Rural) police district consists 
of 8 circles, 32 police-stations and 29 out-posts. The number of staff 
in this police district includes one Superintendent of Police, two 
Additional Superintendents of Police, one Assistant Superintendent of 
Police, seven Deputy Superintendents of P.lice, eighteen Inspectors, 
one hundred and ten Sub-Inspectors, one hundred and twenty-five 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors, ninenty-five Havildars, thirteen Naiks, 
fifteen Lance Naiks and as many as one thousand and fifty-six 
Constables. The Superintendent of Police is the head of the police 
administration of the police district. 


The Cuttack Sadar police district which covers an area of 1703°55 
sq. km. now exercises jurisdiction over three police Circles, eighteen 
police-stations, ten out-posts and fourteen town  out-posts. The 
sanctioned strength of the Cuttack Sadar police district comprises 
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one Superintendent of Police, one Additional Superintendent of Police, 
three Deputy Superintendents of Police, seventeen Inspectors, two 
Reserve Inspectors, four Sergeants, etghty-two Sub-Inspectors, nine Drill 
Sub-Inspectors, eighty-five Assistant Sub-Inspectors, one hundred and 
thirty-nine Havildars, twenty Naiks, fifteen Lance Naiks, one thousand 
one hundred and ninety-seven Constables, fifty-three Assistant Drivers, 
twenty-six Follower orderly and twenty-eight menials. 


The Superintendent of Police is in overall charge of the police 
district. Each of the Police circles are managed by an Inspector of 
Police. Under each circle there are  police-stations and  out-posts. 
A senior Sub-Inspector is placed in charge of a police-station and the 
out-posts remain in charge of a Sub-Inspector or an Assistant Sub- 
Inspector. Usually Havildars are posted in the temporary out-posts. 


A detailed list of police circles, police-stations and out-posts in 
the district are given in appendix I of this chapter. 


Ordinary Reserve 


The Ordinary Reserve police are in charge of prevention and 
detection of crimes and maintaining law and order in their own 
jurisdictions. The Cuttack (R) police district has 17 Inspectors, 106 
Sub-Inspectors, 124 Assistant Sub-Inspectors, 38 Head Constables and 595 
Constables (both permanent and temporary). The staff posted for the 
purpose for Cuttack Sadar police district are one Superintendent of 
Police, one Additional Superintendent of Police, three Deputy Superin- 
tendents of Police, sixteen Inspectors inch:ding one Woman Inspector, 
eighty-five Sub-Inspectors including three Steno Sub-Inspectors, one 
Computer Sub-Inspector and two Women Sub-Inspectors, eighty-four 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors including two Stenc Assistant Sub-Inspectors 
and two Women Assistant Sub-Inspectors, 39 Havildars, 21 Criminal 
Investigation Havildars and 746 Constables (inchusive of temporary staff). 


Armed Reserve 


The Armed Reserve mostly stationed at the district headquarters 
provides necessary assistance to the Ordinary Reserve when the latter 
is considered inadequate to tackle the prevailing stituation. The 
staff are posted for the maintenance of internalsecurity, restoration of 
peace and normalcy in the sensitive areas. apart from working as 
escorts of police arms and ammunitions and prisoners. They also 
guard the treasuries and banks and other vital installations and 
institutions and render rescue operations to public at the time of 
occurrence of natural calamities. Some of the staff of the Armed 
Reserve are also stationed at iraportant places as Striking Force to meet 
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emergent law and order situations. The total strength of Armed 
Reserve of Cuttack (R) police district inclusive of the temporary 
staif consists of one Reserve Inspector, four Sergeants, one Motor 
Transport Sub-Inspector, four Drill Sub-Inspectors, fifty-six Havildars, 
thirteen Naiks, fifteen Lance Naiks and two hundred and seventy-four 
Constables. The total staff of Cuttack Sadar police district comprise 
two Reserve Inspectors, four Sergeants, six Drill Sub-Inspectors, three 
Havildar Majors, seventy-nine Havildars, twenty Naiks, fifteen Lance 
Naiks and five hundred and fifty-eight Constables. 


Court Staff 

With the introduction of the Assistant Public Prosecutor system 
in the judicial courts the powers of the court police officers in 
prosecution of cases have been withdrawn and the court staff are only 
to supply relevant records tothe A. P. P. and judicial courts in police 
cases. The court staff are posted in the court offices at Cuttack, 
Jaipur, Kendraparha, Banki, Athagarh, Narasinghapur, Badamba, 
Jagatsinghapur, Salepur, Paradeep and Jajpur Road. The staff posted in 
each of the court offices in the district is given below. 


SI. Name of the Nameofthe court Inspectors Sub- Assis- Const- 








No. police district Imspec- tant ables 
tors Sub- 
Inspectors 
(I) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
i. Cuttack police 1. Cuttack Sadar i 5 1 i4 
district (Rural) Court 


2. Jajpur Court 


te 
— 
: 


3. Kendraparha 2 1 6 
Court 
4, Banki Court as j } 5 
5, Athgarh Court iy 1 ] 5 
6. Narsinghapur a i 1 4 
Court 
7. Badamba Court is 1 2 
%, Jagatsinghapur Court .. ] } 7 
9, Paradeep Court (Temporary) i i 5 
i0, Jajpur Road (Temporary) 2 } 5 
Court 
ue Cuttack Sada 1. Cuttack Sadar t & 3 % 
Police district Court 
2. Salepur Court - } } 5 


tL, cca bec ee TN Ce er a Feet ee ee eee Se a a eR AR I EN A Noe eed Sea PR San gh = 
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In the district of Cuttack there is a District Intelligence Bureau 
at Cuttack and another at Paradeep to collect advance intelligence 
pertaining to law and order situation, political organizations, activities 
of different fronts, etc. so that preventive measures may be taken 
to avoid any untoward situation. The number of staff posted at 
Cuttack are one Inspector, four Sub-Inspectors, three Assistant Sub- 
Inspsctors and five Constables while one Sub-Inspector, one Assistant 
Sub-Inspactor and two Constables have been posted at Paradeep for 
the purpose. 


There are nine High Frequency Wireless Stations (including the 
State Signals Control at the Headquarters Campus, Cuttack) and sixty- 
four Very High Frequency Wireless Stations functioning in the district. 
The H. F. stations are located at Jajpur, Kendraparha, Paradeep, 
Jagatsinghapur, Aul, Rajkanika, Rajnagar and Mahakalparha. The 
H. F. station at Kendraparha was established in 1964 and that of 
Paradeep in 1969 while the others during seventies. The State 
Signals Control at Tulsipur (Cuttack) Signals Headquarters Campus 
consists of one Inspector, ten Sub-Inspectors, forty Assistant Sub- 
Inspectors and fourteen Constables. One Sub-Inspector and two 
Assistant Sub-Inspectors constitute the staff of Jajpur station while 
only three Assistant Sub-Inspectors are there in the wireless station at 
Paradeep. Each of the remaining stations are managed by one Sub- 
Inspector, three Assistant Sub-Inspectors and one Constable. The 
sixty-four Very High Frequency Wireless stations have _ started 
working during last two decades mostly in the police-stations and the 
out-posts and are generally managed by the police personnel of the 
respective police-stations or the out-posts in addition to their normal 
duties. However, in a few of the police-stations separate staff have 
been employed for the purpose. 


Police Wireless Communication is primarily meant to transmit law 
and order matters only. Besides, during emergency period and at the 
time of natural calamities and general election, this communication 
organization provides all communication facilities to the police as 
well as to the civil administration. 


Pigeon Service 


The only pigeon loft in the dictrict is located at the district head- 
quarters, Buxibazar, Cuttack. It contains as many as fifty birds and 
two Constables have been engaged for the purpose. 
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Soon after the Chinese aggression in 1962, the assistance of an 
organization of voluntary force to help the public at the time of aiz-raid, 
natural calamities, etc. was felt necessary. This is the genesis of the ‘Home 
Guard’ organization that came into being from that year. The aim of the 
organization is to train the civilians in military and police duties to meet 
emergencies of war and natural calamities, etc. as auxillary to the police 
as and when required. The Home Guards are utilised in law and order 
situation, observance of fairs and festivals, anti-dacoity patrolling, 
At times their services are utilised in congested places to ensure smooth 
flow of traffic. The Home Guards get Duty-call-up allowance at the 
rate of Rs.25 per day. They also perform watch and ward duty in 
different offices of the Government and public sector underakings. 
Civilians as wellas the Government employees of both the sexes are also 
entitled to undergo the basic training, advanced course and refreshers 
course. During the training period, the Home Guards get pocket and 
washing allowances. Twotypes of Home Guards: Rural Home Guards 
and Urban Home Guards are functioning. The sanctioned strength of 
the Home Guards in the Cuttack Sadar police district is 770 including 92 
Lady Home Guards. Out of these, 433 male Home Guards and 92 lady 
Home Guards are utilised in the town and 245 Home Guards work in the 
ruralareas. The Cuttack (R) police district comprises 1,415 Home Guards 
(482 Urban Home Guards and 933 Rural Home Guards). 


In the Cuttack police district a Commandant has been posted to 
look to the administration of the Home Guards establishment. He is 
assisted by one 2nd-in-Commandant. The other staff are one Res rve 
Inspector, one Sergeant, one Drill Sub-Inspector, four Havildars, four 
Naiks, one Armour Havildar, one Driver Havildar, two Cooks, two 
Vistis, one Assistant Driver, two Sweepers and one Follower orderly. 
The Home Guard establishment of Cuttack Sadar police district includes 
one Assistant Commandant, one Sergeant, one Drill Sub-Inspector, one 


Havildar, one Armour Havildar, one Driver Havildar, one Naik, one 
Assistant Driver and some other ministerial staff. 


Vigilance 


Ther are altogether nine vigilance squads in the district of which six 
squads arelocatzd at Cuttack Town and the three remaining squads 
are located at Jagatsinghapur, Kendraparha and Jajpur. Vigilance squads 
at Cuttack have been functioning since 1963. The Kendraparha and the 
Jajpur squads were established in 1964 whilc the squad at Jagatsinghapur 
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was created in 1966. OneInspector and one Follower orderly are posted 
in each of the squads at Cuttack whereas one Inspector, one Assistant 
Sub-Inspector, two Constables and one Follower orderly constitute the 
total staff in ‘each of the three other squads. 


The Vigilance Inspector enquires into allegations of corruption 
against employees of the Orissa State Government and employees of local 
bodies, corporations and other public undertakings functioning under the 
State Government. The scope of the organization is to take up cases coming 
under the purview of offences punishable under Prevention of Corruption 
Act, offences relating to evasion of taxes and different control orders, 
offences relating to transit and possession of forest produces under 
sections 45 and 46 of the Orissa Forest Act, 1972 read with section 56 
of the Act and the Orissa Timber and other Forest Produce Transit Rules, 
1980, besides all organised offences affecting the pecuniary inteiest of the 
state, cognizable cases coming under sections 409 and 420 of the Indian 
Penal Code are also taken up by the squads. The squads investigate 
offences punishable under the Essential Commodities Act, the Motor 
Vehicle and Motor Vehicle Tax Act, various Weights and Measures Act, 
and the Food Adulteration Act, apart from any other particular offence or 
Class of offences that may be specified by the State Government. 


The following table shows the number of vigilance cases handled 
by the vigilance squads of the district during last five years, i.e., 1986—90. 





ei i er f= rl eS 


Year I.R.enquiry File enquiry Criminal cases 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
1986 - 37 128 12 
1987 a 40 141 12 
1988 - 85 165 24 
1989 oe 57 140 23 
1990 a 38 67 18 

ee = 
Railway Police 


There was one Superintendent for the Government Railway Police 
andthe Criminal Investigation Department of Orissa Police establishment. 
The Railway Security Force was created on the 15 November, 1943 to 
guard mainly the Orissa portion of the main East coast line but it was 
disbanded after the Second World War. A new Railway Protection 
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police was formed in March 1947 which was discontinued for a brief 
period (March and April of 1948) and was again revived from May 
1948. Apart from guarding and patrolling railway lines and installa- 
tions, it makes surprise raids to check ticketless travelling and assist in 
prevention and detection of crimes in railways. 


In 1956, the Railway Police, Cuttack arrested a gang of coiners of 
inter-state notoriety from whom a large number of counterfeit coins and 
equipments were seized. This could check to a greater extent the 
circulation of counterfeit coins. 


In the district there is one Government Railway police-station at 
Cuttack and an out-post at Paradeep. The jurisdiction of the Cuttack 
Government Railway police-station extends from MBaranga railway 
station to Dhanmandal railway stationin Madras-Howrah main line, 
i.c., Over a length of 47 km. and from Cuttack railway station to Paradeep 
railway station which isa branch line covering a distance of 96 km. 
In addition, this police-station also controls the railway line from 
Nirgundi station to Gurudijhatia station onthe Nirgundi-Talcher branch 
line covering a distance of 23 km. Besides, there is an out-post at Jajpur- 
Keonjhar Road railway station whichis under the Government railway 
police-station, Bhadrak whose jurisdiction starts from Haridaspur 
Railway station to Baitarani Road railway station. The branch railway 
line from Kapilas Road to Barang via Naraj, 29 km. in length is under 
the administrative control of the Superintendent, Cuttack (Rural) police 
district. 


The Government railway police-station, Cuttack is manned by four 
Sub-Inspectors, two Assistant Sub-Inspectors, 4 Havildars and 33 
Constables whereas the Paradeep out-post is staffed by one Sub-Inspector 
and 4 Constables. Presently the staff of the Paradeep out-post are attached 
to that of Cuttack Railway police wherefrom they are performing their 
duties because of non-availability of suitable accommodation at Paradeep. 
Paradeep out-post was sanctioned in 1978. One Sub-Inspector and 8 
Constables constitute the Railway police staff of the Jajpur-Keonjhar 
Road out-post which was established on the 18th December, 1970. 
The Government Railway police generally handles theft cases of all 
kinds both from running passenger and goods trains and in the station 
areas including the railway platforms. They also take up offences 
against persons and against public justice both in running trains and 
station areas inclusive of the railway platforms. 
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The following table shows the number of different cases frandled 
wy the railway police personnel in the district during last) five years 
(1986—90). 


- -——— 5 — me me ts | ee rr i ee ee ee  ——e- - 


Year Murder Robbery/ Burglary ‘Theft Miscella- 

Dacoity neous 

Cases 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (0) 
i986 = se 6 7 8Y At 
1987 ne 5 6 Qf G4 
198s wi te 5 S OZ 32 
1989 ~ oe I 5 63 2/ 
1990 = i i 2 53 36 
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Motor Vehicles, Traftic Staff and Motor Vehicle Offences 


To ensure smooth flow of traffic inside the Cuttack — city, 
police staff have been posted in the Cuttack Sadar police district. 
At some important places of the city traffic stand duty has 
been allotted to them. The number of staff employed for 
iraffic duty comprise three Sub-Inspectors of Police, thirteen Havildars 
and one hundred and ten Constables, There are no separate staff for 
this purpose in the Cuttack (Rural) police district. Some of the staff 
ire being utilised to perform patrolling duty in different — traffic 
vongested areas of the city. In addition to this, tocurb motor vehicle 
accidents two posts of Assistant Sub-Inspectors, two Havildars, four 
Constables and one Assistant Driver have been sanctioned for patrolling 
onthe National Highway from Cuttack to Phulnakhara. 

In recent years with the increase in the number of veliicles tie 
rend of traffic offences are on the rise. During 1986, number of traffic 
offences committed was 4,399 whereas such cases committed during 
1987, 1988 1989 and {990 were 4.183, 5,606, 4.585 and 6,670 
respectively, 

Nire Service 

There are eleven fire stations in the district located at Cuttack, 
Mthagarh, Banki, Jagatsinghapur, Kendraparha, Jajpur, Jaypur Road, 
Chandikhol, Salepur, Kujang and Balijhari. Established in the year 
M4, the Fire Station at Cuttack is the oldest. It was followed by the 
Mhagarh Fire Station which was opened in 1956, The stations at 
Kendraparha and Jajpur were incepted in 1970. Three more stations 
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started during seventies and the rest during eighties. The Fire 
Station at Cuttack is managed by one Assistant Fire Officer, one 
Assistant Station Officer, four Leading Firemen, five Driver-Havildars 
and thirty-two Firemen. Each ofthe stations at Athagarh, Banki, 
Jagatsinghapur, Kendraparha, Jajpur and Jajpur Road is staffed by one 
Station Officer, one Assistant Station Officer, two Leading Firemen, 
three Driver-Havildars and sixteen Firemen. In each of the remaining 
stations one Station Officer, two Leading Firemen, two Driver-Havildars 
and ten Firemen have been appointed. 


The fire Stations attend the fire calls as well as take rescus 
operations at the time of accidents and natural calamities. 


The table given below shows the number of fire calls with number 
of special calis attended to, value of property saved and lost, number 
of human lives saved and fost and the number of houses destroyed 
under different fire stations ofthe district during the years 1985 to 
1989 (yearwise). 


nnn ne mmmmmniammminmmnnanemmnintsion tunes 





a rw 





PEE A MO TAP ek! mae WS one 





Name of the Year Number Number Value of property 
Fire Station of fire of 
calls SPO) nn eee 
attended service 
calls Saved lost 
attended ( in rupees) (in rupees) 
qa) (2) (3) {4} (5) (6) 
1. Cuttack Fire 1985 186 87 1,11,73,705 14,34,262 
Station 
1986 179 99 4,27,38,400 28,74,175 
19387 183 93 68,02,000 42,76,055 
1988 216 145 67,17,430 2,63,97,299 
1989 232 119 22,08,40,850 £9,32,587 
2. Athagarh Fire 1985 83 22 62,64,500 21,19,565 
Station 
1986 69 29 15,69,000 5,65,120 
1987 80 42 7,65,800 3,89, 560 
1988 19 27 17,32,500 9,41,745 
1989 go 45 22,26,000 11,80,396 
% Bank? Fire 1985 30 2 2,983,000 1,42,350 
Station 
1986 20 i 147,000 74.620 
{987 26 8 569,000 68,045 
1983 52 8 15,238,200 144,490 
1989 50 16 25,76,100 7,73,430 


OREM EZ LE (Nn? REMI SR AS AO OSES: ES tn ar NT 
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eS tt ee A EE TS SY, ST A ei mere A aP my afi way gmt nde 
att a a a ir. 


Number of Number of 
human lives cattle lives 
Name of the Year (ita annem, pret nee, Number 
Fire Station of 
saved lost saved fost houses 
destroyed 
(i) (2) (7) (8) (9) (10) (21) 
i. Cuttack Fire 1985 § {3 6S i 195 
Station 
1986 1 5 27 6 212 
1987 Z ex 5G 4 286 
1988 50 19 $5 2) 305 
1989 g 20 16 2 192 
i. Athagarh Fire 1985 é q 44 4 3,022 
Station 
1986 2 i 1g i Bis 
1987 9 - 20 3 504 
1988 6 4 13 5 bod 
1989 _ $% 25 . 924 
3. Banki Fire 1985 - 2 R18 
Station 
1986 - is ‘ ot aa, Ce) 
1987 4 i 3 k 114 
1988 a ae é 3 Ox 
1989 26 2 i 7360 
i eee cog eee NR eS eae te 
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a rr et a SY RT a cae Tn a SE Ee RS i ea ot TET 





Name of the Year Number Number Value of property 
Fire Station of fire of 
calls SPeCia] © Geert ete vie 
attended _— service 
calis saved — _ Tost 
attended  ¢ in rupees) (in rupees) 
Ci} (2) (3) (4) (3) (6) 
4. Jagaisinghapur 1985 76 4 19,714,500 835,840) 
Fire Station 
1986 74 ti 20,61 ,300 10,834,665 
1987 x3 ty 35,28,700 10,80,24 | 
198s 85 ) 16,89.006 1O,E2,205 
1GRO YS 10 92,358,000 26,89 GOL 
5, Kendraparha i985 176 32 21,40,000 815,750 
Fire Station 
1986 16 Ay 558,700 814,245 
1987 t39 31 14,73,500 6,973,425 
1988 14) 33 £1,31,000 4,87, 300) 
1989 15] $2? 24,21,000 11.05,304 
& Faipur Fire [985 $3 id 10,69,000 3,88%,050 
Station 
1986 16 0 10,98,000 $23,250 
1987 1Ot 24 15,200,900 7 38.856 
1988 95 1 767,801 846,246 
{989 i{9 20) § 54,000 §,19,959 








SESSION TST: 1 CE nares, 
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Se rt 


Number of Number of 
human lives cattle lives 
Name of the Year ~—— + (Ae Number 
Fire Station of 
saved lost saved lost houses 
destroyed 
(1) (2) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) 
4. Jagatsinghapur 1985 ee ah 1 8 456 
Fire Station 
1986 1 2 4 2 355 
1987 3 2 3 3 356 
1988 3 11 3 3 353 
1989 a 1 5 4 905 
5. Kendraparha 1985 11 2 1 4 1,307 
Fire Station 
1986 23 3 2 10 1,316 
1987 19 6 2 - 1,138 
1988 40 2 2 a 611 
1989 62 4 5 os 914 
6. Jaipur Fire 1985 i 4 8 1 514 
Station 
1986 a 2 6 6 243 
1987 7 5 7 i es 735 
1988 -_ 6 3 5 308 
1989 2 4 6 = 336 
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Name of the Year Number Number Value of property 
- Fire Station of fire of 
Calls Special eg 
attended Service 
calls Saved lost 
attended (in rupees) (in rupees) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5). (6) 
Rs. Rs. 
7. Jajpur Road 1985 64 8 56,58,000 17,22,150 
Fire Station 
1986 64 5 8,93,000 4,33,810 
1987 93 4 24,64,285 13,73,060 
1988 fp 4 6,13,500 12,06,950 
1989 107 6 24,65,500 13,98,300 
8. Chandikhol 1985 36 2 4,07,850 1,59,990 
Fire Station 
1986 41 5 7,40,800 3,72,645 
1987 60 9 20,74,200 10,90,600 
1988 75 10 7,59,100 6,48,150 
1989 83 19 11,19,900 9,65,410 
9. Salepur _ Fire 1987 32 3 3,66,000 1,92,500 
Station (opened 
on 1-6-1987) 
1988 68 2 17,79,000 9,26,100 
1989 101 11 17,56,100 98,384,670 
10. Kujang'=-— é&FFire 1987 2 2 50,000 12,500 
Station (opened 
on 22-10-1957) | 
1988 27 5 1,23,45,500 26,49,100 
1989 52 7 66,78,000 19,44,125 
11. Balijhari Fire 1985 32 3 26,12,500 7,38,200 
Station 
1986 27 11 5,31,000 1,90,75,000 
1987 45 5 34,41,000 18,09,09) 
1988 31 6 31,00,000 6,53,300 
1989 34 11 31,58,000 7,06,100 
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Number of Number of 
human lives cattle lives 
Name of the Year om ey [may Number 
Fire Station of 
saved lost Saved lost houses 
destroyed 
(1) (2) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) 
7. Jaipur Road 1985 17 8 4 20 1,000 
Fire Station 
1986 as ae 3 9 466 
1987 os - as an 658 
1988 1 a J 1 262 
1989 1 1 2 ‘s 845 
8, Chandikhol 1985 7 ee re 1 163 
Fire Station 
1986 ae 4 a - 394 
1987 Se 2 2 17 533 
1988 10 9 1 8 298 
1989 38 11 os 6 1,325 
9, Salepur Fire 1987 as a 1 is 117 
Station (opened 
on 1.6.1987) 
1988 1 aa j 545 
1989 5 en - 10 678 
10. Kujang Fire 1987 4 - as 4 8 
Station (opened 
on 22.10.1987) | 
1988 i 1 5 20 195 
1989 i os 5 3 213 
11. Balijhari Fire 1985 2 as a 68 2,587 
Station 
1986 6 a 2 17 185 
1987 2 is 3 86 2,825 
1988 2 i 3 - 710 
1989 3 2 3 - 359 
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Village Police 


In the early stage of British administration the Paiks formed 
an important constituent of the rural police force. They also served 
as escorts and messenger whenever required, and generally assisted in 
any police duties which did not necessitate a long separation from 
home. In 1899, the Paiks were thrown out of service for good and 
replaced by Chowkidars. 


Chowkidari System 


Chowkidari system was introduced inthe district under the Village 
Chowkidari Act, 1870 (Bengal Act V of 1870). The District Magi- 
strate was the appointing authority for Chowkidars on salary of not 
less than 2 or more than 6 rupees per monthfor each village or group 
of villages, provided the Chowkidar was not assigned any service land 
called chowkidari chakran lands. To meet their salary, a Chowkidari 
tax was imposed on every household inthe village at not more than 
one rupee per month. But poor persons were exempted. Chowkidars 
were mainly posted for watch and ward duty. They were required to 
pay Haziri at the Thana to which they were attached and to give 
information about important occurrences and _ offences in their 
respective areas. They had also the power to arrest persons 
committing certain categories of offences like murder, rape, dacoity, 
robbery, theft, house-breaking, kidnapping, riot, etc. subject to 
their production inthe nearest Thana forthwith. In the district, out of 
the total number of 9,712 villages, as per the Census of 1881, only 
78 villages were without Chowkidars. There were 5,305 Chowkidars 
working inthe remaining 9,634 villages, out of whom 117 were paid in 
cash and the rest 5,188 in shape of land. 


Banki was annexed with the district of Cuttack in 1882. As 
per the Census of 1891, there were 149 Chowkidars there for 144 
villages. The Chowkidars, besides holding Jagir lands, received 
Holabira (sheaves of paddy) from the cultivators and Pani or fee of 


12 pice (6 paise) from each non-cultivator. In a few villages the 
Chowkidars had no Jagir. 


Dafadars were supervising the work of the Chowkidars. The 
Chowkidari system continued in the district till it was abolished in 
1965, under the Orissa Officers of Village Police Abolition Act, 1964. 
At the time of abolition of the system there were 3,568 Chowkidars. 


The chowkidari chakran lands in their possession were settled with 
them on raiyati basis. 
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After abolition ofthe Chowkidari system, Beat Constables were 
appointed. This system also did not work satisfactorily. At the 
time of abolition of the Beat Constable system in 1967 there were 
229 Beat Constables in the district. 


Beat Constables were replaced by the Grama Rakshis under the 
control ofthe Police Department under the Orissa Grama Rakshi Act, 
1967. In 1969, the Grama Rakshis were placed under the Revenue 
Department to be controlled by the Subdivisional Officers (Civil) now 
designated as the Sub-Collector, This arrangement ccntinued till the 
3ist March, 1984 and since the lst April, 1984 they were again brought 
under the disciplinary control of the Police Depariment. The Grema 
Rakshis are usually utilised inthe rural areas. They keep the peitce 
informed of the crime and criminal position and the law ard order 
situation of the area. In the year 1991, the sanctioned strength of 
the Grama Rakshis in the district was 2.633 [2,100 in Cuttack (Rural) 
Dolice district and 533 in Cuttack Sadar police district]. 

JAILS 


In the district of Cuttack there is a Circle Jail for the district 
located at Chaudwar and sub-jails at Athagarh, Badamba, Jajpur, 
Banki, Kendraparha and Jagatsinghapur. The District Jail and all the 
Sub-Jails ofthe district are under the Inspector-General, Prisons, Orissa, 
Bhubaneshwar. The Home Department controls the jail administration 
of the state. 


Circle Jail, Chaudwar 


Under the East India Company’s administration, political rriscneis 
of high rank were confined at Cuttack in the Barabati Fort urder 
the charge of military authority. Ordinary, civil and crimine! friscrers 
were put in huts at Lalbagh, the old lines of the Furcpeenieg ments 
Which took part in the conquest of the province. Scrre priscrers 
were placed in other similar buildings near the Magistrate’s cutchery, 
being utilised for the purpose as occasion required. 


The Cuttack Jail is reported to have been functioning since the 
early part of the 19th century. The inte:nal administration of the 
jail was in the handsof the Magistrate. He and the Civil Surgeon 
Were both bound to visit the jail at least once a week. The pay 
of the Jailor was Rs. 25 per mensem and the total annual cost of 
maintenance of a prisoner varied from Rs. 15 to Rs. 25 between 
1803 and 1828. Prisoners who were sentenced to public labcur were 
fetters. They worked in gangs on the public roads. At night they 
were fastened like a drove of pack bullocks by a chain passing 
through the rings of their fetters. Prisoners sentenced to private 
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labcur remained inside the jail. They pounded Suriki and made 
baskets, gunny mats, etc. The object of public labour was to warn 
and to deter whereas for private labour it was designed to reform 
‘hem. This distinction betweea public and private labour for the 
prisoners started in 1820. 


The ward for women prisoners remained in the middle and it 
was surrounded by male wards on both the sides. The civil ward 
was a room of 70'X34°. It {could accommodate {a hundred civil 
prisoners. 


F. A. Mount, L-G. visited the Jail on the 22nd January, 1859 and 
it is found from his report that at that time there were 13 wards 
ia the jail and 334 prisoners (labouriag 293, non-labouring 16, Hajat 
29, ‘state prisoner} 1 and lunatic4). The Raja of Banki who was 
sentenced for life imprisonment was found occupying a whole ward 
in the jail, He had more servants “than he) meeded and deserved 
confinazmzat. Jail products at sale were gunny bags,  bed-sheets, 
napkins, towels, table cloth, mustard oi! and castor oil. The jail 
was |)running a paper industry which started before 1876. A new 
building in the central place "of Cuttack town in Daragha Bazar was 
occupied in | February 1881. It had an area of 16 acres which included 
main buildings, "garden and tank, | 


There was one hospital forthe jail and the doctor had to dispense 
with the prescriptions of the Civil station, in addition to his jail 
duties without the help of a compounder. The Civil Surgeon used to 
visit the jail cach week and examine the prisoners, their fetters, 
clothing, beddings, food and also the general sanitary condition 
of the jail. His inspection report was sent to the Magistrate who 
gave such orders, or took such actions as he deemed necessary. 


Cuttack District Gazetteer ( 1933 ) mentions that the 
Cuttack Jail had accommodation for 393 prisoners ( excluding 
hospital and observation cells) and an average daily population 
of about 280. The sub-jails at Kendraparha, Jajpur and Banki 
were merely lock-ups for under-trial prisoners. All convicts 
except those sentenced for extremely short periods were being sent to 
the Cuttack Jail. Prisoners sentenced to labour were employed on 
oil-pressing, rope-making, preparation of coir fibre and the weaving 
of carpets and mats. The net profit from the jail manufactures 
in 1931 was Rs. 1,750°50 which worked out at Rs. 681 per head 
Of the prisoners sentenced to labour. 


Cuttack Jail continued asa District Jail under the Bihar and 
Orissa Goverment and exercised all the functions of a Central Jail 
after formation of the province of Orissa for confinement of life or 
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longterm prisoners. After 1936, the Goverment of Orissa endeavoured to 
convert jails into centres of cottage industries, vocational, education 
and moral reforms. The traditional system of ‘Ghani’ was abandoned. 
The humiliating and provoking system of ‘sarkar salam’ was discon- 
tinued. 


The jail was shifted to its present building complex at Chaudwar 
under the Kedareshwar Mouza on the 29th March. 1991 and was duly 
inaugurated on the Ist April, 1991. 


The District Jail also receives prisoners trom tts affiliated sub-jails. 
it functions as a Circle Jail so far as the warders establishment 1s 
concerned, Although there ts no Central Jail inthe state, this Jail 
is exercising all the functions of a Central JaiJ so far as tt relates to 
the confinement ofthe prisoners. The sub-jails located at Athagarh, 


Banki, Jajpur, Badamba, Jagatsinghhpur and Kendraparha are affiliated 
to this jail. 


The Civil Surge on/the Chief District Medical Officer, Cuttack was 
the Superintendent of the Jail till 1976 when an officer from the 
Orissa Administrative Service joined the post. Subsequently, an office: 
from the jail cadre has been posted as the Superintendent of the 
jail. He is assisted by one Jailor, two Prison Welfare Officers, four 
Assistant Jailors and five Sub-Assistant Jailors. This apart, there are 
one Chief Head Warder, six Head Warders, eighty Warders (seventy- 
tight male and two female), one Stenographer, one Accountant, three 
Clork-eum-Typists, one Teacher, one Factory Overseer, two Tailor 
Masters, one Ghani Driver, one Sales-cum-Accountant for sale depot 
and some other — staff. 


The Circle Jail now comprises 17 wards including a female ward, 
There are separate arrangements for accommodation of different classes 
of prisoners. The undertrial prisoners are kept separate from the 
convicted prisoners. The female prisoners are entirely segregated 
from the males and find accommodation in a separate ward exclu- 
sively meant for them with separate enclosures. The civil and the 
political prisoners are classified into two groups—the casuals and the 
habituals. The casual prisoners are those who have committed an 
offence for the first time in their life. Prisoners committing offences 
more than once are generally treated as habituals. The habitual and 
the non-habitual prisoners are not allowed to mix with cach other, 
The juvenile delinquents are also confined separately from the adults. On 
getting convicted for more than three months the former are transferred 
to the Juvenile Jail at Anugulfor confinement where they are given 
separate training. The lunatic prisoners are also confined in a different 
cell and are placed under the constant observation of the Medical 
Officer of the jail. There is provision of separate accommodation in 
the jail for the political prisoncis. They are given special treatment, 
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The scheduled accommodation capacity of the jail is for 235 
prisoners (excluding the unsafe wards). But most of the times the 
jail remains over populated. The following table gives an account of 
the average daily population of the jail during last five years. 


Year Average daily population 

1986 ss 444°20 

1987 2% 454°23 

1988 aa 424°35 

1989 i 491°80 

1990 ae 481°32 
Prison Welfare 


The labouring convicts are provided with different vocational 
training on trades like weaving, d@urry making, tailoring, dyeing of yarns, 
carpentry, gardening, cooking, soap-making, etc. under proper 
guidance of technical personnel of the jail as well as from other departments 
which help the prisoners to establish themselves in the society and earn 
their livelihood on release from the jail. The articles prepared by them 
are sold to the public at jail sales counter and in different exhibitions. 
The jail products have a very good market. 


The jail maintains a hospital inside it for the treatment of the 
prisoners. There area Medical Officer, a Pharmacist and a male nursing 


orderly for the purpose. The sick prisoners are provided with medicines 
and proper diet. 


There is a school inside the jail for imparting educationto the illiterate 
prisoners. A  whole-time teacher has been posted for the purpose. 
Besides, literacy programme has been taken up by the educated convicts 
who teach to the unlettered inmates. Thereisa jail library which contains 
books on various subjects, specially books on religion and morals, and 
the prisoners make the best use of it as a recreational and educational 
facility. Group discussions on current affairs and of general interest 
are conducted at regular intervals. The jail was bringing out an Oriya 
quarterly, namely the ‘ALOKA’ which was subscribed by the inmates 
of different jails of the state. 

To encourage the moral as well as the physical well being of the 
prisoners and to break the monotony of prison life, system of recreational 
activities has been introduced whereby the prisoners not only utilise their 
leisure hours in reading books, newspapers and magazines but also engage 
themselves in different types of folk dance, songs and music. One 
television set and a radio set have been made available in the jail for the 
entertainment of the prisoners. Other entertainment programmes like 
Pala, Daskathia are being arranged and films are screened by the District 
Information & Public Relations Officer, Cuttack at intervals. The 
Prisoners are allowed to play out-door games _ like volley ball and 
in-door games like carom, ludo, etc. Besides, the inmates are also allowed 


to observe different Poojas, Kirtans, Bhajans, etc. for their psychological 
reform. 
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A Board of Visitors has been constituted for the Circle Jail which 
comprises six non-officials (including two women) and _ twenty-five 
official members with the District Magistrate, Cuttack as its ex-officio 
Chairman. The District Magistrate makes necessary arrangement for 
the roster of visit by the visitors of the jail so as to give each visitor his 
turn of visiting the prison. The members go round the jail and see that 
the law, rules and regulations are duly adhered to in the jail. They 
too hear the grievances of the inmates. The Board of Visitors meets 
quarterly at the jail, looks to the sanitation of the jail premises, receives 
complaints and petitions from the prisoners, inspects the food supplied 
to the inmates, etc. They also suggest various remedial measures to the 
Government for the welfare of the prisoners and forward deserving cases 
to the Government for consideration for premature release. 


In order to pay special attention to the welfare of the prisoners there 
are two Prison Welfare Officers, one for mate and one for female prisoners. 
The Welfare Officer plays the role of a liaisoning officer between the convicts 
and the members of their family. To establish such relations, he makes 
arrangemsnts for letter correspondences and interviews at regular intervals. 
The mzmbers of the family of the convicts are assisted in getting loan 
fromthe Integrated Rural Development Programme (IRDP) and old-age 
pension waare nacessary. In 1990, three children of convicts were admitted 
in Balashram at Nuapada in the district. The Prison Welfare Officers 
also help the convicts to appeal in the court for their release on parole. 
Legal aid and assistance are provided to the needy prisoners and the 
courts are requested for early disposal of their cases. The children 
of the poor prisoners are provided with text books by the PrisonWelfare 
Officer. The jail maintains a canteen for the prisoners from where the 
inmates can purchase their essential commodities at cost price from 
their private cash and/or incentive amount earned by them. 


Figures for various typas of convicts released from the Circle Jail 
on different grounds like appeal, expiry of terms, remission of sentences 
and on other grounds during last five years from 1985-86 to 1989-90 
are furnished in the following table: 


Year Released as 
oN OOS 
on appeal on expiry on remission on other 
of term of sentences grounds 





(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1985-86 27 206 22 25 
1986-87 37 270 16 22 
1987-88 40 219 14 21 
1988-89 22 287 27 16 
1989-90 31 338 22 22 





er ad 
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Sub-jail 


As mentioned earlier, the district has six sub-jails of which five are 
located at the subdivisionai headquarters of Kendraparha, Jajpur, Banki, 
Athagarh and Jagatsinghapur and one at the Tahasil headquarters of 
Badamba. The sub-jails are mostly for under-trial prisoners and all 
excepting the very short term convicts are sent to the District (Central) Jail 
at Cuttack (now at Chaudwar). The jails at Narasinghapur and Tigiria 
ex-States functioning during Darbar administration have {since been 
abolished. 


Each of the sub-jails was previously headed by the Medical Officer 
of the subdivisional hospital who was the part-time Superintendent. 
Now a whole-time Superintendent (specially declared gazetted) of the 
Jailor cadre has been posted in each sub-jail, apart from one Assistant 
Jailor and a number of Sub-Assistant Jailors, Head Warders, Warders 
and Sweepers. A part-time Medical Officer visits the sub-jails and 
attends the sick prisoners. There is also a Pharmacist in each sub-jail 
to look after the ailing prisoners. 


The sub-jails do nat have any facility for vocational training. No 
educational facility is also made available to the prisoners. But the 
illiterate prisoners are engaged in adult literacy programmes undertaken 
in the sub-jails bythe Director of Adult Education, Orissa, Bhubane- 


shwar and kits are supplied to them free of cost. Moral preachings are 
also delivered to the prisoners at times. 


For the entertainment of prisoners a television set, aradioset, musical 
instruments and some in-door game articles like caroms, chess, ring-ball, 
ludo, etc. are provided. They are allowed to perform Bhajans and Kirtans. 
There is also a Board of Visitors for each sub-jail in the interest of 
the inmates consisting of some official and non-official members. The 
Prison Welfare Officer of the District Jail looks after the welfare 
activities of the prisoners as and: when necessary. Some sub-jails 
maintain their own libraries from which the interested prisoners are 
allowed to borrow books. 


The following statement gives the accommodation capacity of the 
sub-jails forthe last five years (for which figures are available), their 


average daily population and total numbers of prisoners released 
therefrom. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


665 





LAW AND ORDER,AND JUSTICE 


a ee ee es 














90.7Z 96.17 $9.61 Ov.r1 Iv-€1 Le LL8I equepeg 
6l LI L 9 € 
L0-6L LO-Z8 LO-8L 99.18 97.08 SY 9161 Indeysursyeser 
. OI Z cI L 
90.71 06.r1 09.6 96.11 LZ AimyUoo yseT JO ted ysv'] qieseqiy 
I £ C C 17 
69.8 S1.€T 2 .ol vP.8 - SLT LI KInyUI siq} Jo wed ApIey yur” 
SY O€ 9€ 97 | | 
78-P0I 10-111 Z8-bL 08.79 - rhs AINyuIO 3ST JO J[RY puoses | indfer 
91 81 LI 4 9 
00-br O€-pS €8.hh IZ.SE ZO.ZE Os 7681 eyredvipusy 
(3) (1) (9) (S) (p) (€) (2) (1) 
16-0661 06-6861 68-8861  88-L861 L8986l 
orem fore, Gass (-xo1dde) 
geuls,s/9 e 9 ™ 
ae are) | sone. a eae Ayrovdes JUSTIYSTTGE}sSS JO JeoK sjref-qng 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


666 CUTTACK 


District Probation Service 


The District Probation Service has started functioning in the district 
since 1963. The District Probation Officer, Cuttack is the head of the 
office. Two Subdivisional Probation Offices have been opened at Jajpur 
and Jagatsinghapur in the year 1976 and 1986 respectively and the Subdivi- 
sional Probation Officers have been posted under the supervision of the 
District Probation Officer. Probation is a constructive technique in the 
treatment of offenders both young and old in the fjeld of correctional 
services. It is an open non-institutional treatment which allows the 
offenders permitted by the court to stay at home and have oppcrtunities 
for their self-improvement with their assistance. Probation creates 
avenues for offenders’ reformation and vocational as well as social 
rehabilitation. The court onreceipt of preliminary enquiry reports from 
the Probation Officers on the finding of the investigation of the socio- 
economic condition of the offenders and the circumstantial background 
select offenders for probation. During probation, the Probation Officers 
try to help develop moral values of these released prisoners so that 
they may not turnto crime once again. 


If the offender violates the bond entered in the court of lew he is 
called upon to appear and receive sentence. 


The following table shows the number of preliminary enquiry reports 
submitted, number of probationers placed under supervision, probationers 
successfully completed the probation, probationers sent to Probation 
Hostel, Anugul, released under section 3 of the Probation of Offenders 
Act and released without supervision for the last five years i.e., 1986—90. 











Year No. of No. of No. of No. of Released Released 


preliminary proba- proba- proba- u/s.3 of without 
enquiry tioners tloners tioners P.O.Act.  surer- 
reports sub- placed success- sent to vision 
mitted to under super- fully com- Probation 
the court vision pleted Hostel, 
probation Anugul 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
ee ee SE PE ey ee 
1986 243 37 92 Nil | 14 8 
1987 361 93 84 One 22 10 
1988 452 199 82 One 54 24 
1989 301 237 168 Nil 52 47 
1990 ~=—-—s«44334 188 187 One 26 17 





SE ee = = re reper ee 
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After-care Services 


The After-care Oranization headed by one After-eare Officer 
began functioning in the district headquarters, Cuttack on the 26th 
December, 1958. Its aim is to rehabilitate the releasd prisoners 
socially or vocationally. The released prisoners are imparted vocational 
training and steps are also taken to help get them employment in different 
Government services and in private sectors. Assistance is also given 
io these p2ople to rehabilitate them otherwise in the society. 


The followig table shows the number of inmates admitted, inmates 
discharged for the five years 1.e., from 1986 to 1990, 


ee Sh fee are Sarees Si ter ea ES ee AP 





Year No. of inmates No of inmates 
admitted discharged 

{1) (2) (3) 

1986 a 5 5 

1987 - 7 7 

198§ - 8 $ 

1989 ee 3 3 

1990 - l 1 

JUSTICE 


Under Mughal administration (middle of 16th century to the 
beginning of 18th century), the Kazi was the highest judicial officer in 
the district. Under him there were Faujdars dealing withthe criminal cases 
and the Amal-quzar who was trying civil cases. The Faujdar was also 
working asa police officer and he was responsible for the maintenance 
of law and order in the district. 


With the coming of the Marathas in 1751, Orissa was divided into 
five Chakls and Cuttack was one of these. The highest revenue officer 
inthe chakla was called Amil who was responsible for the collection of 
revenue and the supervision of civil and criminal matters. 
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As stated earlier, the Britishers in the beginning tried to reorganise 
the administration and placed the territory under a Commissioner for the 
affairs of Cuttack. Two Magistrates ware posted, one in the Northern 
Division and the other in the Southern Division of Cuttack, who were 
answerable to the Commissioners. By Regulation IV of 1804 the Criminal 
law and rules which were in operation in Bengal were extended to Orissa 
and the Magistrates who were also vested with judicial powers were given 
responsibilities of the Superintendence of Police under overall control of 
the Commissioners. 


The office of the Commissioners for settling the affairs of Cuttack was 
—adolished in 1805 and the province was placed under the charge of a 
Collector, and ofaJudge and Magistrate. As mentioned elsewhere in 
this volume: the waols d-ovines, formed but one districtZhaving its head- 

quarters at Puri until 1816, when Cuttack was made the capital. 


The principal civil and criminal court in the district was that of the 
Distcict and Ssssions Judge, Cuttack which was established in the early 
part ‘of the British administration. Three districts of Cuttack, Baleshwar 
and Puri constituted one judicial district. 


The Cuttack Munsif’s Court was opened in 1811 and the court of 
Subordinate Judge started functioning from 1812. Twenty years after. 
two Munsif’s Courts were established at Kendraparha and Jajpur in the 
year 1831 and 1832 respectively. 


Criminal justice was administered by the Sessions Judge and 
Additional Sessions Judge, the District Magistrate, Joint Magistrate, 
if any, and various Dsputy Collectors and Sub-Deputy Collectors at 
the headquarters and the subdivisional headquarters. The subdivisional 
systen was introudced in the district in 1859. 


During second decade of the twentieth century, apart from the 
District and Sessions Judge, there were a Sub-Judge, who was also 
Assistant Sessions Judge, sometimes an Additional Sub-Judge, and 
three or four Magistrates holding courts in the district. A bench of 
Judges ofthe High Court at Patna (Bihar) used to come on Circuit Court 
to Cuttack four times a year for hearing of local appeals, motions, and 
applications both civil and criminal. The District Judge acted as 


Registrar to this Circuit Court and one the Munsifs acted as the 
Assistant Registrar. 
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The criminal cases triable by the Court of Session were tried by the 
Sessions Judge or Assistant Session Judge of Cuttack who held Circuit 
Court at Puri and Baleshwar. This composite judgeship of Cuttack-Puri- 
Baleshwar continued up to 1936 when a separate province for Orissa was 
created, In 1936, Puri district was taken away from the Cuttack Judgeship 
and was merged with Ganjam. Sambalpur was amalgamated with ‘this 
judgeship. After Independence, Baleshwer and Sambalpur ware separated 
from the judgeship on the Ist January, 1948 and 10th June, 1948  respecti- 
vely. The District of Dhenkanal was added to Cuttack and formed 
composite judgeship of Cuttack-Dhenkanal which continued up to the end 
of 1976, Since Ist January, 1977 Dhenkanal was taken away and the 
Cuttack Judgeship started functioning exclusively for the Cuttack district 
only. 


Administration of Justice in the ex-states of Badamba, Narasinghapur, 
Athagarh and Tigiria 


Consequent on the merger of the ex-statss, soon after [ndependence, 
the four ex-states of Badamba, Narashingha pur, Athgarh and Tigiria were 
added to the district of Cuttack. Prior to this, the ruling chiefs of these 
ex-states, were the chief executive of their ex-States and they were regulated 
by the Sanads granted in 1894, which were revised in J908. Cases of 
heinous crimes were committed to the British @fficer for trial. In case 
of capital sentences the records of the case were sul ratted for cc fiini- 
tion by the Commissioner of the Orissa Division. The chiefs were not 
entitled to try offences in which Europeans were concerned. The; Dewans 
of the ex-states were vested with the power of Chief Executive! Officer 
by {the ruling chiefs and the latter confined themselves with appellate 
cases. When the administration of the ex-states were taken over by the 
British Government for any reason, the Superintendents aprointcd by 
Government were in direct charge «f it and exercised the powers of ruling 
chiefs. The ‘ex-states [which did not exercise full criminal powers, 
committed all cases which they were not entitled totry to a British Cfficer, 
a District Officer of Cuttack who exercised the power of Sessions Judge. 
Over him was the Commissioner of Orissa exercising the function cfu 
High Court. 


Inthe disposal of civiljustice the ruling chiefs were the fine! cutheri 
ty. They had full powers being bounded only to administer ‘nstice 
fairly and impartially. 


Separation of Judiciary from the Executive 

The Executive Magistrates (Deputy and Sub-Deputy Collecto:s) 
were performing the judicial functions apait from their nese) cer m- 
Strative work. The edministrative officers postcd at the subdivistors 
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were empowered with first and second class magistrate’s power, Ia 
keeping with the constitutional directive (Article 50) for separation of the 
judiciary from the executive, the scheme of separation was effected in the 
district from the Ist April, 1960. Anewset of Judicial Magistrates 
were appointed at the district headquarters and the subdivisional level. 


An Additional District and Sessions Judge was already appointed 
since 1948 at Cuttack to help the District and Sessions Judge in disposat 
of cases and other dutics. Inthe year 1960, there were altogether seven 
Judicial Magistrates functioning at the district headquarters, Cuttack, 
two Judicial Magistrates in the subdivisional headquarters at Jajpur and 
Kendraparha (two old subdivisions). A Judicial Magistrate was hold- 
ing his office at Athagarh, a subdivision of the district. 


In the year 1973, the Code of Criminal Procedure was amended and 
a Chief Judicial Magistrate was appointed at Cuttack for the district. 


Criminal Courts 


The District and Sessions Judge, Cuttack is the head of the criminal 
and civil administration of the district and the court of the District and 
Sessions Judge is the highest appellate court in the district. He is assisted 
by two Additional District and Sessions Judges at Cuttack (the second 
created on the 29th December, 1980) for speedy disposal of the cases. 
In order to lessen the work load onthe District Judge, Cuttack two courts 
of Additional District and Sessions Judge have been opened, one each at 
Jajpur (13.8.86) and Kendraparka (29th August, 1990). Altogether there 
are a District and Sessions Judge and four Additional! District and Sess- 
sions Judges inthe district in 1992. As provided under secticn 28 (2) 
of the Code of Criminal Procedure, 1973, the District and Sessiors Judge 
or the Additional District and Sessions Judges may pass any sentence 
authorised by law, but when sentence of death is passed by any such 
Judge, the sentence shall be carried out subject to the confirmaticn cf the 
Honourable High Court. The Sessions Judge is empowered to hear and 
dispose of appeals preferred against the order of conviction of sentence 
up to seven years passed by the Assistant Sessions Judges including the 
Chief Judicial Magistrate and anv sentence passed by other Judicial 

Magistrates of First and Second Class. He also exercises revisional 
powers conferred on him under section 399 of the Criminal Procedure 
Code arising out of the decisions of the Subdivisional Judicial Magistrates 
and other Judicial Magistrates of First and Second Class inclusive 
of the Chicf Judicial Magistrates and Additional Chief Judicial 
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Magistrate. Subject to the overall control of the High Court, the District 
and Sessions Judge supervises the work of all other Subordinate Judicial 
Magistrates posted in different courts of the district as a whole. 


A statement showing the number of sessions cases, criminal appeals 
and criminal revisions instituted, disposed of, persons involved, convicted 
and acquitted inthe Sessions Division of the district during last five years 
(1986--90) is given in appendix II of this chapter. 


There isa Chief Judicial Magistrate at Cuttack to supervise the work 
of the Subdivisional Magistrates and other Judicial Magistrates of the 
district subject to the superintendence of the District and Sessions Judge. 
He has been vested with the powers of an Assistant Sessions Judge and 
is empowered to pass any sentence authorised by law except the sentence 
of death or imprisonment for life or for a term not exceeding seven years 
as per the section 29(1) of the Criminal Procedure Code. He hears appeals 
arising out of the decisions of the Second Class Magistrates. As a 
Magistrate First Class he also tries and disposes of criminal cases. 
Apart from the Chief Judicial Magistrate, there is an Additional Chief 
Judicial Magistrate at Cuttack (Permanent Establishment) and another 
Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate (Special), Cuttack (Permanent 
Establishment) to assist the Chief Judicial Magistrate. 


The Subdivisional Judicial Magistrates take cognizance of offences 
coming under their jurisdiction in the capacity of a First Class Magistrate. 


Subdivisional Judicial Magistrates have been posted at the head quarters 
of the subdivisions of the district located at Cuttack, Kendraparha, 
Jagatsinghapur, Athagarh, Banki and Jajpur who enjoy the powers of a 
Magistrate, First Class. They may pass sentence of imprisonment for 
a term not exceeding three years or fine not exceeding five thousand rupees 
or both. Besides, ten courts of the Judicial Magistrates, First Class 
(including one for Transport) are functioning at Cuttack whereas two 
such courts are functioning each at Kendraparha and Jajpur,and cne such 
court each at Jagatsinghapur, Narasinghapur, Badamba, Paradeep (at 
Kujang), Salepur and Jajpur Road in 1990. 


Judicial Magistrates of Second Class are also appointed in different 
courts so as to try criminal cases of lesser offences. The Second Class 
Magistrates have powers to pass sentence of imprisonment for a term 
not exceeding two years or of fine not exceeding one thovsand rupees 
or both. 
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A statement showing the number of criminal cases tried, criminal 
appeals heard, persons involved, acquitted and convicted by the criminal 
courts in the district is given in appendix III of this chapter. 


Civil Courts 


As per the Bengal, Agra and Assam Civil Courts Act, 1887 as repealed 
under the Orissa Civil Courts Act, 1984 the District Judge, Cuttack is 
the administrative head of all the Civil Courts in the district subject to 
the superintendence of the Orissa High Court. He has the power to try civil 
cases under the Special Acts and hear appeals from the decree or order 
of the Subordinate Judges and the Additional Subordinate Judges up 
to the pecuniary value of Rs.20,000/- (enhanced to Rs. 1,00,000 since the 
beginning of 1992). He too hears appeals arising out of the decisions 
of the Munsifs and the Additional Munsifs of the district. The Additional 
District and Sessions Judges of Cuttack, Kendraparha and Jajpur assist 
the District Judge in early disposal of civil cases. 


The Subordinate Judges have been vested with the power to try civil 
suits and cases of unlimited pecuniary value. They hear appeals arising 
out of the decisions of the Munsifs and the Additional Munsifs of the 
district as may be transferred to them by the District Judge. The 
Subordinate Judges try small cause cases under value of Rs.2,500/-. At 
present the courts of the Subordinate Judge are functioning at Cuttack 
(two), Jajpur, Kendraparha, Jagatsinghapur and Athagarh. 


The Court of the 1st Subordinate Judge is functioning at Cuttack 
since 1812 whereas that of 2nd Subordinate Judge established also at 
Cuttack in 1976. Two Additional Subordinate Judges are also posted 
at Cuttack—one in 1972 and the other in 1990 to assist the two Subordinate 
Judges. In 1966, courts of Sub-Judges were opened one each at the sub- 
divisional headquarters at Kendraparha and Jajpur. The Court of Sub- 


Judge of Athagarh started working in 1974 and that of Jagatsinghapur 
is functioning from 1976. 


Seven Munsif Courts functioning in the district are located at 
Cuttack (two Courts), Jajpur, Kendraparha, J agatsinghapur, Athagarh 
and Banki. Inthe “subdivisional headquarters of Athagarh and Banki 
the Munsifs also act as the subdivisional Judicial Magistrate. The 
Munsif Court at Jagatsinghapur was established in 1969 and the second 
Munsif Court at Cuttack was createdin 1976. Besides, three Additional 
Munsifs are stationed at Kendraparha, Jagatsinghapur and Jajpur to assist 
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the Munsifs posted there. This apart, three Additional Munsifs are 
also functioning at Narasinghapur, Jajpur Road and Badamba. All 
these Additional Munsifs act asthe Judicial Magistrate, First Class. 


The Munsifs and the Additional Munsifs try civil suits and cases 
up toa limited value of Rs. 4,000/-. They, too, have the power to try 
small cause cases not exceeding the value of Rs. 1,000/- arising within 
the local limits of their jurisdiction. 


A statement showing the number of different types of civil suits 
instituted and disposed of, and appeals heard by different courts of the 
district during last five years (1986-—90) 1s given in appendix {¥ of this 
chiupter, 


BAR ASSOCIATIONS 


Bar Associations have been functioning in different courts/places of 
the district such as the High Court, District Court, Subordinate Judge 
Court, Munsif Court, etc. These associations are constituted mainly 
to promote and protect the interest of the legal profession in general 
andthe interest ofthe members ofthe bar in particular. The associations 
also aim at securing the rights and dignity of the members of the 
profession with the executive and judiciary. Some of these Bar 
Associations are very old and have been constituted before the turn 
ofthis century and some few years back. A short account of some Bar 
Associations functioning in the district is furnished below. 


High Court Bar Association, Cuttack 


The High Court Bar Association, Cuttack was constituted in the 
year 1961 with 73 members onits roll. Nowthe strength of the members 
has gone up to 1,000. The Association has no building of its own but it 
is functioning in the extension building of the Orissa High Court, 


The Cuttack Bar Association, Cuttack 


The Cuttack Bar Association, one of the oldest of its kind in Orissa, 
was formed in the early part of the British rule soon after the constitu- 
“on ofthe Cuttack Judgeshin. Inthe beginning it was dominated mostly 
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by lawyers from Bengal. Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Das, the fiirst 
Oriya lawyer joined the Bar. At the starting of his practice, there goes 
a saying that Madhu Babu was not allowed entry into the premises of 
the Bar Association by the non-Oriya lawyers. The matter somehow 
came to the knowledge of the then European District Judge. 
He allowed Madhusudan Das to hold his office in a corner 
of the District Judge’s Court premises. This had the desired impact 
on the non-Oriya lawyers who in turn had to change their attitude. 
Many eminent lawyers like Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das, Gopal Chandra 
Praharaj, Gokulananda Choudhury, Bhikari Charan Pattnaik, Swami 
Bichitrananda Das, Bir Kishore Ray, Pareswar Mohanty, Damodar 
Mohanty, Dinabandhu Sahu, Dewan Bahadur Laxmidhar Mohanty, 
Ray Bahadur Chintamani Acharya and others adorned the Cuttack Bar. 
Till 1955-56, the Bar was functioning from Kaligali (Cuttack). At 
present the association has a good building, It possesses a very good 
library containing about 3,000 books mostly on law and _ law reports. 
A good number of members have been enrolled in the bar. 


Criminal Court Bar Association, Cuttack 


The Criminal Court Bar Association, Cuttack is one of the oldest 
Bar Associations ;in the state. Prominent lawyers and jurists like 
Rudra Charan Mohanty, Bhikari Charan Panda, Basant Kumar Sahu 
and jurists like R.K.Das and Ranganath Mishra, the retired Chief 
Justice of Supreme Court of India were members of this bar. The 
Bar Association renders voluntary services to the distressed people at 
the time of occurrence of natural calamities. It also gives financial 
assistance to the disabled practising lawyers. The association has a 
building of its own and a reference library. 


Other Bar Associations 


Besides, there are Bar Associations in the courts at Kendraparha 
( 156 members ), Jajpur (150 members ), Banki (47 members ),Athagarh 
(42 members ), Badamba ( 21 members ), Jagatsinghapur ( 100 members). 
Salepur ( 43 members ) and Narasinghapur (182 members ). 
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APPENDIX I 


Statement showing the name of Police District, Police Circles, Police-stations and 
QOut-posts in the district of Cuttack 





Name of Police 
District Circle 


(1) (2) 


A. Cuttack -» (a) Banki 


(b) Jagatsinghapur 


(c) Paradeep 


(d) Kendraparha 


(e) Pattamundai 


(f) Jajpur 


(g) Jajpur Road 


Name of Police 


Name of the Police- Name of Out-post 


Station 
(3) (4) 
(1) Banki (i) Talabasta 


(2) Baidyeshwar 
(1) Jagatsinghapur (i) Raghunathpur 
Gi) Biridi 
(iii) Anantapur 
(2) Balikuda 
(3) Nuagan 


(1) Paradeep g Paradeep Lock 
ii 


P. P. L. 
(2) Kujang 
(3) Erasama 


(4) Tirtol (i) Kanakpur 


(ii) Krishnanandapur, 
(1) Kendraparha (i) Derabis 


(ii) Nikirei 
(2) Patkura (i) Marsaghat 


(ii) Kudanagari 
(3) Mahakalparha (i) Jambu 


(1) Pattamundai 
(2) Aul 


(3) Rajnagar 
(4) Rajkanika 


(i) Kandiahat 


(i) Talachuan 


(1) Jajpur (i) Baruan 


(2) Mangalpur 


(3) Binjharpur (i) Bari Ramehandra- 


pur 

(ii) Alakunda 

(4) Dharmashala (i) Jenapur 
(ii) Kuakhia 

(1) Jajpur Road a 
(i) Panikoili 


(2) Korei 
(3) Sukinda (i) Duburi 
(4) Tomka (i) Kaliapani 


(1) Chandikhol 
(ii) Dhanmandal 
(iii) Bairi 

(6) Balichandrapur a 


(5) Barachana 


re pe renee 


(Contd.) 
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Name of Police Name of Police 


District 
(1) 


B, Cuttack Sadar.. 


nade ty 
— a 


Gircle 


(2) 





(h) Athagarh 


(a) Cuttack Sadar 


(b) Chaudwar 


(c) Salepur 


Name of the Police- 


station 


(3) 


(1) Athagarh 


Name of Out-post 


(4) 


(2) Gurudijhatia (i) Khuntuni 


(3) Tigiria 
(4) Badamba 
(5) Kanpur 


(i) Maniabandh 


(6) Narasinghapur (i) Judum 


(1) Cuttack Sadar 
(2) Lalbag 
(3) Mangalabag 


(4) Madhupatna 
(5) Puri Ghat 
(6) Malgodown 


(7) Chauliaganj 


(8) Cantonment 


(9) Bidanasi 
(10) Jagatpur 
(11) Barang 
(12) Niali 
(13) Gobindpur 

(1) Chaudwar 

(2) Tangi 

(1) Salepur 

(2) Mahanga 


(3) Kisannagar 


Bentakar, Nemala 


Kafla (Top) 


Mangalabag (Top) 
Medical (Top) 


Madhupatna (Top) 
Sankarpur (Top) 


Puri Ghat (Top) 
Mahanadi Barrage 


Malgodown (Top) 
Jobra (Top) 


Chauliagani (Top) 
C. R. RL 
Gurukshetra (Top) 
Mahanadi Vihar (Top) 


Cantonment (Top) 
Khatbinsahi (Top) 


Bidanasi (Top) 


Olatpur 
Godisahi TPM 


Nischintakoili 
Kandar pur 
Japkud 
Bhadreswar 


(Conc Id.) 
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APPENDIX II 


Statement showing the number of Sessions Cases, Criminal Appeals and Criminal 
Revisions instituted, disposed of, persons involved, persons convicted and acquitted in the 
Sessions Division, Cuttack during the year 1986—-1990 (year-wise) 





EE: 


Year Cases Cases Persons Persons Persons 
instituted disposed of involved convicted acquitted 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 





SESSIONS CASES 


1986 218 241 2,357 77 978 
1987 305 246 2,507 100 627 
1988 353 263 3,437 106 1,280 
1989 338 372 3,771 195 2,029 
1990 358 5355 25122 182 1,021 


CRIMINAL APPEALS 


1986 169 217 953 616 337 
1987 218 184 1,010 510 450 
1988 162 147 707 519 188 
1989 157 200 751 517 234 
1990 163 159 643 317 326 


CRIMINAL REVISION 


1986 290 248 1,732 1,258 474 
1987 330 348 1,328 787 54] 
1988 264 270 1,508 1,220 288 
1989 234 258 1,200 927 273 
1990 267 236 1,302 224 1,078 


cet eee 
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APPENDIX Iii 


Statement showing the number of Criminal Cases tried, persons involved, committed, 
Cischarged and acquitted, convicted , released on P.O. Act, died, escaped or transferred 
by each Criminal Court of Cuttack district during the years 1986—1990 





Year No. of No. of persons 
cases ooo tt 
tried Involved Commi- Dischar- Convi- Released Died, 

tted gedand cted on P.O. escaped 








acquitted Act. or transe 
ferret 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 


rn a 


In the Court of Chief Judicial Magistrate, Cuttack 


1986 11 207 ie 37 3 ee ee 
1987 31 498 ss 60 6 os I 
1988 36 994 = 75 5 ve : 
1989 34 1,212 “6 51 6 ‘ 2 
1990 34 983 oi 43 1 oe oe 


In the Court of Additional Chief Judicial Magistrate, Cattack 


1986 31 1,621 es 88 2 ea es 
1987 44 985 ns 121 ee ‘ oe 
1988 17 525 “a 23 3 fae - 
1989 39 782 on 85 Z oe 
1990 {1 301 af 25 1 = 

In the Court of A@§Monal Chief Judicial Magistrate (Spl. ) 

Cuttack 
1986 145 3,777 “ 196 36 ° oe 
1987 91 4,252 ‘a 69 62 o6 «eo 
1988 197 7,099 =; 48 449 ,, a 
1989 172 ~—s-7;,140. e's 30 247 ‘ ee 
1990 182 7,557 ia 47 287 oe ee 
a i 


(Contd. } 
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APPENDIX III (Contd, 
Year No. of No. of persons 

cages —-———— aapeuntneemnensemnetntipmmeneumenditamtemem meres? 

tried Involved Commi- Dischar- Convi- Released Died. 

tted Sed and cted on P.O, escaped 
acquitted Act or trans. 

, ferred 

q) (2) (3) (4) (3) (6) (7) (8) 





a SST Sr tine ek em ee ee ee 


In the Court of Subdivisional Judicial Magistrate, 


Cuttack 

1986 1,096 2,913 re 870 37h 3 - 
1987 1,842 4,431 << 1,089 789 en j 
1988 1,361 5,317 28 776 725 2 2 
1989 3,047 14,635 52 2131 1,243 2 
1990 1,625 24,590 66 678 1,014 9 5 

Iu the Court of Judicial Magistrate, First Class, 

Cattack 

1986 4,199 32,810 196 3,412 3,058 98 114 
1987 4,144 26,545 276 2,887 3,494 83 52, 
1988 3,860 26,473 161 2,649 3,665 40 47 
1989 3,502 27,360 ies 1,988 2,423 35 7 
1990 4,610 50,761 ie 3,219 2,754 22 5 

In the Court of Judicial Magistrate, Second Class, 

Cuttack 
1986 106 eh 7 19 48 
1987 433 4,082 - 327 210 7 I 
1988 429 3,798 23 372 309 - 20 
(Transferred) 
In the Court of Subdivisional Judicial Magistrate, 
Kendraparha 

1986 659 —s- 117,083 137 571 243 4 38 
1987 745 (14,914 94 1,784 271 . 
1988 1,023 24,394 219 4,640 422 7: y 
1989 964 38,935 Aq $,297 W771 8 
199 854 42,474 258 4,131 403 4 16 


* —_—w—! 
a ae i ead = 
— 
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APPENDIX III (Covtd.) 
Year No. of No, of persons 
CASCS (rte ee ae ee: eer 


tried Involved Commi- Dischar- Convi- Released Died, 
tted gedand  cted on P.O. escaped 


acquitted Act or trans- 
‘ferred 
mes) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 


@ pgesern —— = 





Jn the Courts of five Judicial Magistrates, 
First Class, Kendraparha 


1986 267 4,445 ei 719 35 3 

1987 69 1,386 as 126 35 

3988 479 6,379 oe 728 10 : 
1989 208 6,321 ve 692 98 

1990 197 8,462 ws 498 13 - 3 


to the Court of Subdivisional Judicial Magistrate, 
First Class, Jajpur 


1986 345 11,967 182 2,207 236 7 2 
1987 487 9,357 135 1,015 221 20 7 
1988 673 13,481 64 1,750 241 17 
1989 322 23,497 127 1,463 410 39 
1990 473 14,163 135 845 191 4 2 


In the Court of Judicial Magistrate, 
First Class, Jajpur 


1986 287 —-10,271 as 1,649 44 1 

1987 169 4,272 - 849 5 

1988 230 7,071 5 1,115 

1989 271 13,530 - 1,813 25 3 7 
1990 310 1,107 - 930 20 3 9 


Inthe Court of Subdivisional Judicial Magistrate, 


Jagatsinghapur 
1986 628 8,161 62 1,005 126 43 20 
1987 804 28,946 52 2,189 632 10 13 
1988 219 31,867 102 1,193 794 7 13 
1989 825 30,815 531,388 9 $ 
1990 839 28,274 56 1,512 30 24 15 


i 
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en 
- eae 





No. of persons 


ery 


Se wi Clean i eae * 





oo oes Re 

Year No. of Inyolved Committed Dischar- convicted Released Died, 
cases ged and on P.O. escaped 

tried acqui- Act oy Uans- 

tied ferred 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) {7) (8) 


— = me a mt a ee ee 





In the Courts of three Judicial Magistrates, First Class, 


Jagatsinghapur 
1986 157 3,780 oe 371 13 30 8 
1987 243 «4,196 _ 107 —s«166 9 6 
1988 303. —s-. 27,197 - 720 70 34 3 
1989 186 3,931 - 456 4 27 
1990 199 7,439 ss 291 2% 3 i 
(Transferred) 
In the Court of Sub-Judge, Judicial Magistrate, 
First Class, Athagarh 
1986 6 585 sa 22 34 
1987 1 17 6 a. 
In the Court of Subdivisional Judicial Magistrate, 
Athagarh 
1986 350 4,768 103 703 138 15 i 
1987 266 5,588 82 346 109 23 1 
1988 330 11,324 108 723 150 
1989 231 12,644 92 997 21 18 
1990 260 17,379 30 944 38 9 12 
In the Court of Subdivisionaj Judicial Magistrate, 
Banki | 
1986 414 = 14,109 8 1,039 132 14 5 
1987 447 =: 14,217 128 951 174 32 3 
1988 414 16,351 163 1,340 99 40 
1989 344 15,632 A6 364 2) : 4 
1990 376 —-15,621 121 1,100 27 3 3 
In the Court of Judicial Magistrate, First Class, 
Narasinghapur 
1986 210 4,163 22 575 18 23 
1987 170 = 4,170 6 553 5 19 3 
1988 161 4,582 7 407 8 ; 
298 6,475 105 642° 9 ; 
1990 280 «5,629 3 662 8 - - 
a ec a 
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No. of persons 
Year No.of involyed committed Dischar- conmvyicted Released Died, 
cases ged and on P.O, escaped 
tried acqui- Act or_ trans. 
tted ferred 
(i) @) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
In the Court of Judicial Magistrate, First Class, 
Badamba 
1986 169 5,367 18 624 17 28 12 
1987 204 4,650 38 478 40 12 
1988 172 3,055 26 438 12 7 2 
1989 159 4,606 50 426 6 10 ‘ig 
1990 162 2,728 23 397 3 il 
Ja the Court of Judicial Magistrate, First Class, 
Salepur 
1986 442 13,584 64 1,443 ST ‘a 
1987 my 15,062 116 1,454 217 8 
1988 573 15,659 51 2,119 614 25 ee 
1989 479 25,096 50 1,636 610 21 
1990 438 21,278 100 785 252 9 is 
In the Court of Judicial Magistrate, First Class, 
Jajpur Road 
1986 508 6,935 34 591 254 42 
1987 426 7,290 36 758 213 33 
1988 500 8,271 30 448 312 4 
1989 370 8,871 108 733 80 4 
1990 407 = 15,401 31 964 65 16 \ 
in the Court of Judicial Magistrate, First Class, 
Kujang 
1986 211 13,528 616 123 12 
1987 743 «18 649 4 2,629 68 4 
1983 1,398 13,291 10 3,900 187 2 
1989 890 22,084 76 3,004 6 6 4 
1990 619 = 23,510 37 2,246 19 8 
7 (Concld.) 
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CHAPTER XIil 


OTHER DEPARTMENTS 


The organizations! set-up and fanstions of the departments which 
have not been mentioned in other chapters of this volume are dealt 
with below. 


WORKS DEPARTMENT 


The Works Department of the state, besides looking after the 
construction and maintenancs of landing grounds and National 
Highways under Union subjects, is entrusted with the task of construction 
and maintenance of most of the State buildings, roads, bridges and 
some important ferries under State subjects. The department has also 
been given the administrative charge of its Inspection bungalows and 
rest sheds. The Orissa Bridge and ,Construction Corporation Lid., 
Bhubaneshwar works under _ this Department. 

Roads and Buildings 

The Roads and Buildings organization of the state with headquarters 

at Bhubaneshwar, which functions under the Works Department, looks 


to the above works. The organization is headed by the Chief 
Engineer(s). 


For the purpose of Roads and Buildings organization, the state 
has been divided into ssven circles, each und:r the charge of a 
Superintending Engineer. The Cuttack (R.&B.) Circle, which isin charge 
of the civil district of Cuttack, consists of six divisions. Each of the 
divisions is in charge of an Executive Engineer. 


. The divisions are, (1) R. & B. Division No.I, Cuttack; (2)R. & B. 
Division No.IL, Cuttack; (3) R. & B. Division, Jagatsinghapur; (4) R. & B. 
Division, Panikoili; (5) Quality Control Division, Cuttack and (6) 
Charibatia R. & B. Division, Charibatia. 


The Roads and Buildings Division No.I, which was established in 
1928, consists of five subdivisions such as (1) City Subdivision No.l, 
(2) City Subdivision No.I, (3) City Subdivision No. Tit, (4) City 
Subdivision No. IV and (5) Stores Subdivision. The City Subdivision 
No.1 has been divided into three sections whereas the other four 
subdivisions have four sections each. All the subdivisions are 
functioning in Cuttack City, Except the section at Banki under the 
City Subdivision No.If all other sections are also located in the 
Cuttack City. The Executive Engineer of this division is assisted by 
eight Assistant Engineers and twenty-one Junior Engineers. 
The Assistant Enginec:, City Subdivision No.I is in charge of 
construction of bridge at Athagarh and the Assistant Engineer, City 
Subdivision No.l isin charge of Construction of submersible bridge at 


Mahanadi. The area of operation of City Subdivisi 
J] ext 
also to Banki Subdivision. y Subdivision Ne.II extends 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


eS ee ee eee - 


OTHER DEPARTMENTS 695 


The Roads and Buildings Division No.IJ was established in 1981 
at Cuttack. The division comprises three subdivisions located at 
Salepur, Kendraparha and Pattamundai. The subdivision of Salepur 
has four sections located at Jagatpur, Cuttack, Salepur and Balichandrapur. 
The subdivision of Kendraparha has three sections of which two are 
located at Kendraparha and one at Marshaghai. The Pattamundai 
Subdivision with its headquarters at Pattamundai has been divided into 
four sections two of which are located at Pattamundai, one each at 
Aul and Rajnagar. Besides the Executive Engineers who are the heads 
of the divisions, there are three Assistant Engineers for three sub- 
divisions and 14 Junior Engineers. 


The Jagatsinghapur Roads and Buildings Division started functioning 
from 1974 with headquarters at Jagatsinghapur. The area of its 
Operation extends from Paradeep tothe O. M.P. Square, Cuttack 
and then up to Kantaparha. The division has four Subdivisions such 
as Jagatsinghapur (R&B.) Subdivision with headquarters at Jagatsinghapur, 
Tirtol (R. & B.) Subdivision with headquarters at Manijanga, Roads I 
Subdivision and Roads II Subdivision with headquarters at Cuttack. 
Each of the subdivisions is divided into three sections. The sections 
are Jagatsinghapur I, Jagatsinghapur II, Balikuda (under Jagatsinghapur 
Subdivision). Manijanga, Taladanda, Paradeep (under Tirtol Sub- 
division), Fakirapara, Manapur, Jaipur (under Roads I Subdivision, 
Cuttack), Kantaparha, Niali and Balikuda Store (under Roads HW 
Subdivision). The Executive Engineer of this division is assisted 
by five Assistant Engineers of whom one is working in his office as 
Estimator, two are posted as heads of the subdivisions located at 
Cuttack and the other two as heads of the Jagatsinghapur and Tirtol 
Subdivisions. There are three Junior Engineers working in each of the 
subdivisions. 


The Roads and Buildings Division, Panikoili was created in 198l. 
The Division has four subdivisions located at Panikoili, Jajpur, 
Binjharpur and Chandikhol and twelve sections. Of these twelve 
sections three are located at Jajpur under the Jajpur Subdivision and 
one section each at Panikoili, Jajpur Road, Sukinda (under the 
Panikoili Subdivision), Binjharpur, Mangalpur, Singhpur (under the 
Binjharpur Subdivision), Chandikhol, Baruan and Dharmashala (under 
the Chandikhol Subdivision). Apart from the Executive Engineer, who 
heads the division, there are four Assistant Engineers for the 4 subdivisions 
and 13 Junior Engineers (including one working as Estimator in the 
Division Office) working in this division. 
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The Quality Control Division, which was established in 197! at 
Bhubaneshwar, shifted to Cuttack in 1982. The division is functioning 
under the Research Development and Quality Promotion Cell 
(R. & B.), Bhubaneshwar. The division undertakes the testing work 
of building materials like soil, sand, bricks, stone, concrete, etc. used 
in the construction work of the Roads and Buildings and National 
Highways organizations of the district. The Executive Engineer of this 
division is assisted by three Assistant Research Officers, one Assistant 
Engineer, three Junior Engineers, five Junior Research Assistants, two 
Laboratory Assistants, etc. 


The Charibatia Roads and Buildings Division with headquartets 
at Chaudwar was established in 1963. The division has four subdivisions 
viz., Athegarh (R. & B.) Subdivision, Athagarh, Charibatia (R. &B. ) 
Subdivision No. I, Charibatia, Charibatia (R. & B. ) Subdivision No. II, 
Chaudwar and Badagenguti( R. & B.) Subdivision with headquarters at 
Balichandrapur, and eleven sections. There are four sections under 
the Athagarh (R. & B.) Subdivision located at Narasinghapur, Badamba, 
Tigiria and Athagarh. The Charibatia Subdivision No.I is divided into 
three sections all of which are located at Charibatia. Likewise, the 
Badagenguti (R. & B.) Subdivision has three sections all of which are 
located at Balichandrapur, whereas the Charibatia II (R. & B.) Sub- 
division has only one section at Barachana-Tangi. The Executive 
Engineer of the division is assisted by one Assistant Engineer, one 
Junior Engineer with other subordinate staff in his office. Each of 
the subdivisions ts headed by one Assistant Engineer and the sections 
are in-charge of the Junior Engineers. 


Besides, one Investigation Subdivision is functioning at Cuttack 
with three Assistant Engineers and one Junior Engineer under the 
Executive Engineer, Investigation Division ( R. & B. ), Bhubaneshwar. 


This subdivision undertakes survey and investigation work of Roads 
and Bridge Projects. 


There are two Mechanical Subdivisions viz., Mechanical I. D. A. 
Store, Cuttack and Mechanical (R. & BR. ) Subdivision, Kendraparha, 
under the Executive Engineer (Mechanical), Roads and Buildings 


Division, Bhubaneshwar assisted by six Junior Engineers in each 
subdivision. 
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The National Highways and Projects Organization headed by Chief 
Engineer is in charge of construction and maintenance of all the National 
Highways passing through the state and also the State Express Highway 
from Daitasi Mines to Chandikhol. Theruralroads under the Minimvm 
Needs Programme in the entire state are also managed by this organiza- 
tion. The headquarters of this organization is at Bhubaneshwar. There 
ave five circles having territorial or functional jurisdictions each 
under the charge of a Superintending Engineer. 


Cuttack district comes under the ‘Superintending Enginecr, 
National Highways and Projects Circle (North), Bhubaneshwar. 
The district has three divisions styled as the National Highways Division, 
Cuttack, Kendraparha Expressway Division, Kendraparha and the 
Project Division, Cuttack. 


The National Highways Division with headquarters at Cuttack was 
established in 1959.The division consists of five subdivisions: National 
Highways Subdivision No.I, Cuttack; National Highways Subdivision 
No.lI, Cuttack; Project Subdivision, Athagarh; National Highways 
Subdivision, Chaudwar and National Highways Subdivision, Panikoili 
and sixteen sections. Of these sixteen sections, three are located at 
Chaudwar (under the National Highways Subdivision, Chaudwar). 
The sections under other National Highways Subdivisions are Cuttack, 
Kalapathar, Banki (under the National Highways Subdivision No. II), 
Cuttack, Tangi, Chandikhol (under the National Highways Subdivision 
No.ID, Athagarh (two sections), Badamba, Narasinghapur (under the 
Project Subdivision, Athagarh), Panikoili (two sections) and Duburi 
(under the National Highways Subdivision, Panikoili). 


The Project Division started functioning at Cuttack since 1980 for 
construction of minor, major, submersible and high level bridges. The 
division has five subdivisions and fifteen sections. The subdivisions are 
at Cuttack, Kujang, Jagatsinghapur, Tirtol and Salepur. Out of fifteen 
sections, the Project Subdivision, Cuttack controls two sections located 
at Cuttack and one section located at Kendraparha. The sections located 
at Kujang, Garadpur and Erasama come under the Project Subdivision, 
Kujang whereas the sections located at Balikuda, Jagatsinghapur and 
Biridi are under the Project Subdivision of Jagatsingh@pur. The Project 
Subdivision, Tirtol is divided into three sections, viz., Project Section, 
Tirtol; Project Section, Manijanga and the Project Section, Jaipur. 
There are three sections located at Salepur, Chandikhol and Mahanga 
under the Project Subdivision, Salepur. 
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The Kendraparha Expressway Division with headquarters at 
Kendraparha was established in 1977. The division has six subdivisions 
with headquarters at Kendraparha, Kujang, Chandikhol, Jajpur, Duburi 
and Pattamundaj. It has also sixteen sections of which two are located 
at Kendraparha and one section each at Balichandrapur, Marshaghai, 
Kujang (under the National Highways Subdivision, Kendraparha), 
Garamadhupur, Chandikhol (under the National Highways Subdivision, 
Chandikhol), Jajpur, Bari, Dharmashala, Binjharpur (under the Jajpur 
Project Subdivision), Duburi (under -the Expressway Subdivision, 
Duburi), Pattamundai, Aul and Rajnagar (under the Project Subdivision, 
Pattamundai), 


The divisions, subdivisions and sections are in charge of Executive 
Engineers, Assistant Engineers and Junior Engineers respectively. 


HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 
Public Health Engineering 


The Housing and Urban Development Department is in charge of 
different urban local bodies, slum clearance, town planning and town 
improvement and Public Health Engineering (Urban) organizations. 
The State Housing Board has also been placed under this department. 
The Public Health Engineering (Rural) organization has been transferred 
to Rural Development Department. 


The urban areas of Cuttack district comes under the administrative 
control of the Superintending Engeineer, Cuttack Public Health Circle, 
established in 1978. His jurisdiction covers the districts of Baleshwar and 
Mayurbhanj too. This organization executes mainly the drinking- 
water supply and sanitary installations inthe urban areas of the district, 


The circle has two divisions for the district of Cuttack, namely the 
Public Health Division No. I and Public Health Division No.IIl. 
The headquarters of both the divisions are at Cuttack. The main functions 
of the Public Health Division No.J are to provide pure and protected 
drinking-water and arrange for sewerage and drainage of the Cuttack City 
only whereas the Public Health Division No.III is responsible for drinking- 
water Supply, etc. both in rural and urban areas of Kendraparha, Jajpur 
Subdivisions and a part of Cuttack Sadar Subdivision. 


The Public Health Division No.I comprises four subdivisions, namely 
the Public Health Subdivision with five sections, the Store Public Health 
Subdivision with five sections, the Water Supply Subdivision with five 
sections and the Sewerage Subdivision with four sections.The headquarters 
of all the subdivisions and sections are located at Cuttack. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


OTHER DEPARTMENTS 699 


The Public Health Division No. II hasthree subdivisions, namely 
Kendraparha, Jajpur and Salepur. The Jajpur Public Wealth Subdivision 
has been divided into four sections which are located at Jajpur Town, 
Jajpur Road, Dasarathpur and Sukinda whereas Salepur Public Health 
Subdivision has four sections of which two are located at Salepur 
and one each at Nischintkoili and Mahanga. The Kendraparha Public 
Health Section I, Kendraparha Public Health Section If, Pattamundai 
Public Health Section and Mahakalparha Public Health Section are. 
under the Kendraparha Public Heath Subdivision. 


The Gazetted Engineering staff of this organization include, besides 
two Executive Engineers for the two divisions, one Assistant Executive: 
Enginzer, three Assistant Engineers and nineteen Junior Engineers for 
the Public Health Division No.I and three Assistant Engineers and. 
thirteen Junior Engineers for the Public Health Division No. IIL. 
The other categories of staff engaged for operation and maintenance of 
water supply and sewerage system are 391 and 37 fitters, mechanics. 
and pump drivers, etc. for Division I and Division III respectively. 


The Public Health organization (Urban) is headed by a Chief Engineer: 
with headquarters at Bhubaneshwar. 


One more division, namely the DANIDA Project Public Health 
Division under the C.C. E-cum-Project Director, DANIDA, Bhubaneshwar 
started functioning at Cuttack from February 1982. It is functioning. 
asa bilateral project of the Government of India and the Government 
of Denmark. The project provides funds for implementation of water 
supply in 10 saline Blocks,viz. Kendraparha, Mahakalparha, Marshaghal, 
Rajnagar, Aul, Pattamundai, Balikuda, Erasama, Rajkainka and Kujang. 
The division has 4 subdivisions, i.e., DANIDA Project Public Health 
Subdivision, Cuttack; DANIDA Project Public Health Subdividion No.I, 
Rajkanika: DANIDA Project Public Health Subdivision No. I], Rajkanika 
and DANIDA Project Public Health Subdividion, Tirtol and 15 sections. 
The DANIDA. Project Public Health Division, Cuttack is divided into 
three sections allof which are located at Cuttack. The other sections are 
Section I, Land Ill, Rajkanika and Kendraparha (under the Rajkanika 
Subdivision No.I),Section IV and V, Rajkanika and Sections at Olaver 
and Hatasahi (under the Rajkanika Subdivision No. II) and Section I, HT 
and III, Tirtol (under the Tirtol Subdivision). 


Town Planning 


For an orderly and planned development of towns in the district, 
the Town Planning Unit wasestablished at Cuttack on 18th March, 1964. 
The unit was constituted under the Orissa Town Planning and Improve- 
ment Trust Act, 1956 which is the legal instrument through which the 
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recomendations of master plans of various towns are executed. The 
unit which is controlled by the Directorate of Town Planning, Orissa, 
Bhubaneshwar prepares master plans of different towns of the district. 


The provision of the Orissa Town Planning and Improvement Trust 
Act, 1956 was extended to the Municipal area of Cuttack in 4 
notification, dated the 30th December, 1960 and in another notification, 
dated the 30th April, 1965 over the rest of the rural areas. The Town 
Planning Unit prepared the master plan of Cuttack and to enforce the 
provision of the master plan, a planning authority called the Greater 
Cuttack Regional Improvement Trust (GCIT) was constituted on the 12th 
June, 1963. Thesaid trust published the final master plan of Cuttack ou. 
the 20th June, 1967. Similarly, a master planfor Chaudwar was prepared 
when the Orissa Town Planning andImprovement Trust Act, 1956 was 
extended to this town area in two notifications, dated the 30th December, 
1960 and ist May, 1970. The master plan of this town was published 
on 10th July, 1979. Consequent on the enactment of the Orissa Develop-~ 
ment Authorities Act, 1982 Cuttack Development Authority was 
constituted with effect from the Ist September, 1983. The jurisdiction of 
the said authority extends over the master plan area of Cuttack and 
Chaudwar including Bidanasi Triangle which was published in notifica- 
tion, dated the 8th November, 1985. The authority is constituted with 
the Minister. Works, Housing and Urban Development as Chairman 
and an officer of Indian Administrative Service/Indian Police Service 
cadre asa full-time Vice-Chairman. Besides planning, it also undertekes 
housing activities. It has since executed a plotted development scheme 
styled as “Sikharpur Housing Accommodation Scheme” (Mahanadi 
Vihar) Over an area of 125 acres of land previding 1,600 residential plots 
and 128 number of housing units. Similarly, in the eastern pert 
of the city on the land reclaimed fromthe river bed by construction 
of a Gheri Bandh, an area of about 1,893 acres are being developed 
dividing the same into 15 sectors to accommodate about 1°5 lakhs 
population in about 30,000 plots. Out of the said 15 sectors, 3 
sectors have already been developed accommodating about 5,400 
residential plots. Other residential as well as non-residential sectors 
are in the process of development. 


The Town Planning Unit, Cuttack has also prepared master plans 
of six other towns of the district, namely Jajpur Road, Jajpur, Paradeep, 
Jagatsinghapur, Athagarh and Banki. The Assistant Town Planner, 
Town Planning Unit, Cuttack has been appointed as the Special Planning 
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Authority for these towns in addition to his own duties. The executive 
slaff of the Cuttack Town Planning Unit consists of one Assistant Town 
Planner, one Assistant Engineer, two Junior Engineers with other 
subordinate staff. 
DEPARTMENT OF IRRIGATION 

The Department of Irrigation mainly deais with irrigation, flood 
control, embankment and drainage. The Department is also in charge 
of the Orissa Construction Corporation. The Lift Irrigation and Minor 
Irrigation organizations have been transferred to Rurai Development 
Department inthe year 1991. 


Irrigation 

The Irrigation organization provides irrigation facilities through 
Major, Medium and Mincr Irrigation Projects throughout the state and 
takes up construction, maintenance and repair of all Krrigation Projects 
excluding Minor Irrigation and Lift Irrigation. 

The Engineer-in-Chief, Irrigation, Orissa with headquarters at 
Bhubaneshwar is the controlling officer of this organization, There 
are six irrigation circles in the state, each in charge of a Superintending 
Engineer. 

The district of Cuttack comes under the jurisdiction of the Superim- 
tending Engineer, Eastern Circle, Cuttack. He is assisted by one Assistant 
Executive Engineer, ten Assistant Engineers andeieven Junior Engineers 
in his circle office. Before Independence the circle was Known as the 
Superintending Engineer, Orissa Circle under the control of the Public 
Works Department. Subsequently the Public Works Department was 
divided into several departments such as Roads and _ Buildings, 
Irrigation, Energy and Public Health Department, etc. The Oiissa 
Circle was entrusted with irrigation work and renamed as the Superintend- 
ing Engineer (Irrigation), Eastern Circle. 

The Cuttack district, for irrigation purpose, has been divided 
into six divisions, viz., Mahanadi South Division, Cuttack; Mahanadi 
North Division, Jagatpur; Kendraparha Division; Kendraparha; Jagat- 
singhapur Division, Jagatsinghz pur; Jajpur Irrigation Division, Jajpur 
and Saline Embankment Division, Cuttack each under control of an 
Executive Enginer of the Senior Class I of the State Engineering 
Service. Each division has an Assistant Engineer who works as 
an Estimator. | 

The Mahanadi South Division is divided into four subdivisions 
located at Manijanga, Kisannagar, Kujang and Jobra and _ seventeen 
sections. Of these, four are located at Jobra and one section each 
at Deuli (all five sections under the Jobra Irrigation Division ), 
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Kisannagar, Biribati, Kulasahi, Somepur (under Kisannagar Irri- 
gation Subdivision }), Manijanga, Jaipur, Sankheswar, Nuapachari, 
Jagannathpur (under Manijanga Irrigation Subdivision ), Chaumuhani, 
Samagol and Bhutamundai (under Paradeep Irrigation Subdivision). 


The Mahanadi North Division consists of five subdivisions viz., 
Nrutanga Subdivision located at Jagatpur, Kendupatna Subdivision 
located at Kendupatna, Nagashpur Subdivision located at Narendrapur, 
Athagarh Subdivision located at Athagarh and Chandikhol Subdivision 
located at Chandikhol, and twenty-five sections of which four 
are located at Jagatpur and one section each’ at Jenapur, Bairi, 
Nrutanga, Kayima (all eight sections under the Nrutanga Irrigation, 
Subdivision ), Achhutpur, Nischintkoili, Barabadia, Dharmagutpur, 
Chhatratota, Kendupatna (under the Kendupatna Irrigation Subdivision), 
Orikanta, Kalikapur, Nemala, Karilopatna, Narendrapur, Tarat, 
Nagashpur ( under the Nagashpur Irrigation Subdivision ), Athagarh, 
Badamba (under the Athagarh Irrigation Subdivision.), Narasinghapur and 
Chandikhol ( under the Chandikhol Irrigation Subdivision). 


The Kendraparba Irrigation Division comprises four subdivisions 
and nineteen sections. The subdivisions are located at Kendraparha, 
Pattamundai, Patkura and Chahata and of nineteen sections, one section 
each located at Kendraparha, Marshaghai, Gandakia, Jambu, Basupur 
(under the Kendraparha Irrigation Subdivision), Ostar, Bantala, Kula, 
Patkura (under the Patkura Irrigation Subdivision), Chandol, Indupur, 
Chahata, Amboora, Pubansa, Gopaipur (under the Derabis Irrigation 
Subdivision), Chaudakulat and Gogua (under the Pattamundai Irrigation 
Subdivision). There are also two sections at Alva working under: the last 
named Irrigation Subdivision. 


The Jagatsinghtpur Irrigation Division, being bifurcated frora 
Mahanadi South Division, Cuttack was established at Jagatsinghapur with 
effect from August 1975. The division is divided into three subdivisions, 
viz., Jagatsinghe pur Irrigation Subdivision, Balikuda Irrigation Subdivision 
and Biluakhai Canal Subdivision. The Jagatsinghapur Irrigation Sub- 
division with headquarters at Jagatsinghapur has been subdivided into 
eight sections of which three sections are located at Jagatsinghapur and 
two sections are located at Alipingal and one section each located at 
Baharana, Birabarpatna and Katara. The Balikuda Inigation Sub- 
division with headquarters at Balikuda kas six sections Iccated at Balikuda, 
Machhagan, Nuagan, Bortkina, Alanahat and Gopalpur. The 
Biluakhai Canal Subdivision with headquarters at Kaijang has five sections 
of which two sections are located at Balikuda and one section each at 
Sankarisahi, Balia and Kaijang. 
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There are six subdivisions under Jajpur Irrigation Division located 
at Jajpur, Akhuapada, Binjharpur, Kanika, Jenapur of Cuttack district 
and Dhamnagar of Baleshwar district. Out of twenty sections of this 
division, two sections are located at Jajpur and one each at Dasarathpur, 
Rooriya (uader Jajpour [rrigation Subdivision), Akhuapada, Dhamnagar, 
Dhamra, Bhandaripokhari (under Akhuapada Irrigation Subdivision, 
last thres sactions belongto Baleshwar district), Binjharpur, Madhusudan- 
pur, Singhpur, Bari (under Binjharpur Irrigation Subdivision), Aul, 
Kanika (under Kanixa [rrigation Subdivision), Jenapur, Jokadia, Kothpur, 
Ratnagiri (uoder Jenapur frrigation Subdivision), Sandhapur and Dhusuri 
(under Dhamnagar Irrigation Subdivision). 


The Saline Embankment Division ts located at Jobra (Cuttack), 
having three subdivisions located at Erasama, Rajaagar and Katrabanka 
(Mahakalparha Irrigation Subdivision) and twelve sections. These 
twelve sections are located at Erasama, Paradeep, Balitutha (under 
Erasama Irrigation Subdivision), Madanpur, Rajnagar, Iswarpur, Gupti, 
Talchaa (under Rajnagar Subdivision), Mahakalparha, Gajabandha, 
Bijoynagar and Babar (under Mahakalparha Subdivision). 


Besides, one more division at Cuttack Irrigation Division is 
functioning since 1983 under the centrol of Supcrintending Engineer, 
Eastern Circle, Cuttack. :The division has got four subdivisions and 
sixteen sections. The headquarters of subdivisions and sections are at 
Cultacx. Taz subdivisions are at Gadagadiaghat, Tulstpur, Gorakabar 
and Jobra. The division has constructed ring-roads around Cuttack 
City, 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


The Department of Energy which was separated from Irrigation and 
Power Department in 1990 is in’?charge of administration of the Indian 
Electricity Act, 1910 and Electricity (Supply) Act, 1°48, water power, 
State Electricity Board, preparation, construction, maintenance and 
operation of Government electrical schemes, making out rates for sale 
of power generated by the Government installations and encouraging 
utilization of electrical energy, etc. The Orissa Power Generation 
Corporation also functions under this Department. 


The Orissa State Electricity Board is the sole organization empowered 
under the Indian Electricity (Supply) Act for generation, transmission 
and distribution of electrical energy in the state. The headquarters 
of the Board is at Bhubaneshwar. Formulation of principles and contro] 
over the technical, financial and administrative matters of the Board are 
the main functions of the headquarters office. 
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.. Inthe district of Cuttack three circles, namely Electrical Circle, Cuttack 
(established during fifties of this century), Electrical Circle, Jajpur Road 
(established in 1973) and Extra High Tension - (Maintenance) Circle, 
Cuttack (established in 1982) each under the charge of a Superintending 
Engineer are functioning. The main functions of the Electrical Circles 
are to look after the distribution of power in the district and to supply 
electrical energy to domestic, agricultural, comm-:rcial and industrial 
consumers of most parts of the district. 


The Electrical Circle Office, Cuttack has five divistons each under an 
Executive Engineer, namely the Cuttack Electrical Division, Cuttack; 
the City Distribution Division, Cuttack (established in 1962); Jagatsinghapur 
Electrical Division, Jagatsinghapur (established in 1972); Kendraparha 
Electrical Division No.1, Kendraparha(established in 1971)and Kendraparha 
Electrical Division No.II with headquarters at Marsaghai (established in 
1972). The Electrical Division, Cuttack consists of five Subdivisions and 
seventeen sections. Of these five subdivisions, two are located at Chau- 
dwar and one Subdivision each at Jobra, Barachana and Gopalpur. Out 
of seventeen sections, the headquarters of two sections are located at 
Chaudwar under the Chaudwar Subdivision. The other sections are located 
at Narasinghapur, Athagarh, Charibatia (under Chaudwar Subdivision), 
Jobra, Jagatpur, Bayalish Mouza, Kandarpur (under Jobra Subdivision), 
Chhatia, Barachana, Balichandrapur (under the Barachana Subdivision), 
Niali, Balikuda, Kantapara (under Gopalpur Subdivision), Narasingh2pur 
and Kantapara (under Chaudwar Construction Subdivision). 


The City Distribution Division, Cuttack comprises six subdivisions 
and twenty-one sections. The headquarters of these subdivisions and 
sections are located in different parts of Cuttack City. 


The Jagatsinghapur Electrical Division, Jagatsinghapur has three 
subdivisions located at Jagatsinghapur, Balikuda and Tirtol and twelve 
sections. Of these twelve sections, two each are located at Jagatsingha pur, 
Balikuda and Tirtol (under the Jagatsinghapur, Balikuda and Tirtol Sub- 
divisions respectively) and one section ‘each at Biridi, Raghunathpur, 
Nuagan, Erasama, Kujang and Kolar. The first two sections are 
under the Jagatsinghapur Subdivision whereas Nuagan is under the 
Balikuda Subdivision. The Tirtol Subdivision controls the sections of 


Erasama, Kujang and Kolar. . 

The Kendraparha Electrical Division No. I is having four subdivisions 
with headquarters at Kendraparha, Rajnagar, Salepur and Aul and seven- 
teen sections. Of these seventeen sections, two each are located at 
Kendrapacha (under Kendraparha Subdivision), Rajnagar and Pattamundai 
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(under Rajnagar Subdivision) and one section each is located at Danpur, 
Indupur (under Kendraparha Subdivision), Bahugram, Maiiunga, 
Nischintkoili, Salepur, Orikanta (under Salepur Subdivisien), Aul, 
Patrapur, Bhuinpur and Rajkanika (under Aul Subdivision). 


The Kendraparha Electrical Division No. If constitutes three sub- 
divisions and nine sections. The headquarters of the subdivisions are 
located at Marshaghal, Paradesp and Kendraparha. The headquarters 
of two sections are located at Paradezp under the Paradeep Electrical 
Subdivision, one section each is located at Marshaghai, Luna (under 
Marshaghal Electrical Subdiviston), Korua, Mahakalaparha (under 
Paradeep Electrical Subdivision), Kendraparha, Pattamundal and Rajkanika 
(under Kendraparha Construction Subdivision). * 


The Electrical Circle, Jajpur Road comprises five divisions under 
its control out of which only the Jajpur Road Electrical Division is 
functioning in the district of Cuttack. The division was established 
in 1970. The division with headquarters at Jajpur Road 1s further 
subdivided into five subdivisions, namely the Jajpur Road Subdivision, 
Dharmashala Subdivision, Bari Subdivision, Jajpur Electrical Subdivision 
No.l and Jajpur Electrical Subdivision No. Hl. These subdivisions 
have twenty sections which are located at Bari, Duburi,Korei, Jajpur 
Road, Sukinda, Dangadi (under Jajpur Road Electrical Subdivision), 
Kuakhia, Neulpur, Jaraka, Dharmashala (under Dharmashala Electrical 
Subdivision ), Sujanpur, Bari (two sections), Amathapur (under Bari 
Electrical Subdivision ), Panikoili, Jajpur (two sections, under Jajpur 
Electrical Subdivision No.1), Mangalpur, Binjharpur, Dasarathpur 
and Balamukuli ( under Jajpur Electrical Subdivision No. II). 


Besides, there are also two other subdivisions viz., the Civil Works 
Subdivision, Cuttack and the Investigation Subdivision, Cuttack which 
work under the Civil Works Division, Bhubaneshwar and the Investi- 
gation Division, Bhubaneshwar respectively. 


The Extra High Tension ( Maintenance ) Circle, Cuttack which 
was established in 1982 is having five divisions under its control out 
of which two divisions, namely the Extra High Tension (Maintenance) 
Division at Chaudwar and the Electrical Stores Division at Cuttack 
are functioning in the Cuttack district since 1976 and 1966 respectively. 
The Extra High Tension ( Maintenance ) Division, Chaudwar has four 
Transmission Line Subdivisions located at Chaudwar, Cuttack, Kendra- 
Parha and Paradeep. The Electrical Stores Division has two Trans- 
Mission Line Subdivisions located at Jajpur Road and Duburi. 
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Apart from these (divisions, the Khurda Electrical Division under 
the Electrical Circle, Bhubaneshwar controls the Banki and Kalapathar 
Electrical Subdivisions whereas the Athagarh Subdivision excluding 
Narsinghapur Tahasil but including some villages of Banki and Cuttack 
Sadar Subdivisions comes under the Athagarh Rural Electric Co-opera- 
tive Society. This society which is managed by a Managing Director 
Purchases power fiom the State Electricity Board and distributes the same 
to the consumers. 


There is an Executive Engineer in General Electrical Division 
No. II (R. & B.), Cuttack for maintenance of electrical! installations 
of various Government buildings in Cuttack district under the Superin- 
tending Engineer, Electrical Circle (R. & B.), Bhubaneshwar. The 
division is functioning with three subdivisions, namely the General 
Electrical Subdivision No. 1, Cuttack; General Electrical Subdivision 
No. TI, Cuttack and the General Electrical Subdivision, Charibatia 
and thirteen sections. Of these thirteen sections, eight sections are 
located at Cuttack under the General Electrical Subdivisions No. I 
and II and one section each is located at Charibatia, Athagarh, Jajpur, 
Kendraparha and Jagatsinghapur under the General Electrical Subdivision, 
Charibatia. 


The divisions are placed under the control of the Executive Engi- 
Neers whereas the Assistant Engineers and Junior Engineers head the 
Subdivisions and sections respectively. 


RURAL DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 


The Rural Development Department which was separated from 
Community Development and Rural Reconstruction Department in 
the year 1990 is in charge of minor irrigation, lift irrigation, rural 
Water supply, rural roads and buildings, rural schools and hospitals, 
Tural Hats and markets. A corporation has been formed for lift irrigation. 


Minor Irrigation 


The Chief Engineer, Minor Irrigation, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar is 
the head of the establishment atthe state level. The Minor Irrigation 
Division, Cuttack is in charge of construction and maintenance of the 
Minor Irrigation Projects. The division whieh comes under the 
administrative control of the Superintending Engineer of Central 
Minor Irrigation Circle, Bhubaneshwar was previously named as the 
Rural Enginezring Organization Division, Cuttack (West). The division 
6 divided into seven minor irrigation subdivisions each “established 
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at Cuttack, Jajpur, Barachana, Banki, Athagarh, Badamba and Narasin- 
ghapur. These subdivisions have been divided into the following twenty 


four Minor Irrigation Sections. 


Name of Minor Irrigation 


Subdiviions 

1. Cuttack 

2. Banki 

3. Jajpur 

4. Athagarh 

5. Narasinghapur -_ 
6. Barachana aa 
7. Badamba - 


Location of Mino1 Irrigation 
Sections 


G) Cuttack 
(ii) Tangi 
(iii) Chaudwar 


_ G) Banki-I, Banki 


(ii) Banki-I, Banki 
(iii) Damaparha 
(i) Jajpur-I, Jajpur 
(ii) Jajpur-Il, Jajpur Road 
(iii) Sukinda-I, Sukinda 
(iv) Sukinda-II, Sukinda 
(i) Athagarh-I, Athagarh 
(ii) Athagarh-H, Athagarh 
(iii) Athagarh-III, Athagarh 
(iv) Tigiria 
(i) Narasinghapur 
(ii) Sisupathai 
Git) Kanpur 
(iv) Judurt 
(i) Barachana-I 
Gi) Barachana-Il 
(iii) Dharmashala 
(i) Badamba-II 
(ii) Badamba-II 
(iii) Balijhari 
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The Executive Engineer is assisted by one Assistant Engineer 
as Estimator and two Junior Engineers at his office. Besides, each 
of the subdivisions is in charge of an Assistant Engineer and each section 
is headed by a Junior Engineer. 


Besides, one Minor Irrigation Subdivision functions under the 
control of the Executive Engineer Central Minor Irrigation Division, 
Bhubaneshwar to take up investigation before different projects are 
finalised for execution. One Assistant Engineer is in charge of the 
subdivision. He is assisted by three other Assistant Engineers and one 
Junior Engineer. The subdivision along with its division is also 
controlled by the Superintending Engineer, Central Minor Irrigation 
Circle, Bhubaneshwar. 


Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 


The Superintending Engineer, Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 
Circle, Cuttack works under the administrative control of the Chief 
Engineer, Rural Water Supply and Sanitation, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar. 
The Executive Engineer, Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Division 
No. I, Cuttack works under the Superintending Engineer. Even though 
the Division works mainly for supply of water to therural areas, it 
also looks to the water supply and sewerage system in some urban 
areas. The above division has been divided into four subdivisions 
viz., the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Subdivisions of Cuttack 
Sadar, Jagatsinghapur, Raghunathpur and Charibatia. Each of the 
subdivisions is controlled by one Assistant Engineer. There are two 
sections each at Cuttack Sadar and Jagatsinghapur and one section each 
at Balikuda, Banki, Athagarh,  Tigiria, Badamba, Narasinghapur, 
Raghunathpur and Manijanga under this division. Total Gazetted 
staff of this division, apart from the Executive Engineer, includes five 
Assistant Engineers and 20 Section Officers. There are also 50 fitters, 
Mechanics, Pump drivers, etc. working in this division. 


As mentioned elsewhere, the Executive Engineer, Public Health 
Division No. LI, Cuttack, who is controlled by the Superintending 
Engineer, Public Health Circle, Cuttack also is in charge of some 
Rural Water Supply Projects. 


There is also one Rural Water Supply and Sanitation Investigation 
Division at Cuttack under the charge of an Executive Engineer. The 
division which was established in 1979 works under the administrative 
control of the Superintending Engineer, Rural Water Supply and 
Sanitation, Investigation Circle, Bhubaneshwar. The main function 
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of the division includes the survey and investigation of different water 
supply projects and identification of villages for sinking of tube-wells 
in the district. After completion of survey work, schemes are prepared by 
the division and get approved by the Rural Development Department 
in case of rural water supply projects, and the Housing and Urban 
Development Department, in case of urban water supply projects. 
The division is divided into the Rural Water Supply and Sanitation 
Investigation Subdivisions No. I and II., the headquarters of both of 
which are located at Cuttack. It has 8 sections. The subdivisions 
and sections are headed by the Assistant Engineers and Junior 
Engineers respectively. 


Rural Works 


For rural development the state has been placed under two 
Chief Engineers, Rural Works, namely the Chief Engineer Rural Works 
I and the Chief Engineer, Rural Works II with headquarters at 
Bhubaneshwar. The Superintending Engineer, Central Circle, Rural 
Works, Bhubaneshwar whose jurisdiction extends to Cuttack and Puri 
districts works under the Chief Engineer Rural Works I. For the 
purpose of this establishment the district of Cuttack has been divided 
into three Rural Works Divisions, namely the Rural Works Division 
Cuttack, the Rural Works Division, Kendrapaiha and the Rural Works 
Division, Jajpur. There are six subdivisions under the Rural Works 
Division, Cuttack located at Cuttack, Jagatsinghapur, Kujang, Athagarh, 
Salepur and Tirtol whereas the Rural Works Division, Jajpur has been 
divided into four Rural Works Subdivisions, the headquarters of which 
are located at Panikoili, Binjharpur, Duburi and Jajpur town. The 
Rural Works Division, Kendraparha has been divided into four Rural 
Works Subdivisions of Kendraparha, Pattamundai, Marshaghai and Aul. 


Under the Rural Works Subdivision, Cuttack there are four sections 
of which two are located at Cuttack and oneeach at Kantapara and 
Niali. The Rural Works Subdivision, Jagatsinghtpu: has been divided 
into four sections at Jagatsinghapur, Balikuda, Biridi and Raghunathpur. 
There are four Rural Works Sections located at Kujang, Pankapal, 
Erasama and Paradeep which work under the Rural Works Subdivision, 
Kujang. The Rural Works Sections of Athagarh, Tigiria, Narasinghapur 
and Badamba are controlled bythe Rural Works Subdivision, Athagarh. 
The Rural Works Sections of Salepur, Mahanga and Chaudwar works 
under the Rural Works Subdivision of Salepur. The Rural Works 
Subdivision, Tirtol has been divided into three Rural Works Sections 
located at Tirtol, Jaipur and Manijanga. There are fifteen sections 
under the Rural Works Division of Jajpur of which Rural W works Sections 
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of Chandikhol, Kuakhia, Dharmashala and Jajpur-Kendujhar Road come 
under the Rural Works Subdivision of Panikoili, Rural Works Section 
of Binjharpur, Dasarathpur, Pritipur and Mangalpur bave been placed 
under the Rural Works Subdivision of Binjharpur; the Rural Works 
Subdivision, Duburi controls the Rural Works Sections of Duburi, 
Sukinda and Tomka; and the Rural Works Sections of Jaipur I and 
Jajpur Il, Bari and Korai are placed under the Rural Works Sub- 
division, Jajpur town. There are sixteen sections under the Rural Works 
Division, Kendraparha which include two sections of Kendraparha, one 
section each at Indupur and Derabis unde: the Kendraparha Rural Works 
Subdivision; the Rural Works Sections of Pattamundai, Rajnagar, 
Damadisahi and Gumthi under the Rural Works Subdivision, Patta- 
mundai; Rural Works Sections of Marshaghai, Mahakalparha, Patkura 
and Korua under the Rural Works Subdivision, Marshaghai and the 
Rural Works Sections of Aul, Gobindpur (Pumapentha), Rajkanika I 
and Rajkanika II under the Rural Works Subdivision, Aul. 


The divisions are headed bythe Executive Engineers of Class I of 
the State Engineering Service. One Junior Engineer has been placed 
in each of the two divisions to work as Estimator. The Subdivisions are 
controlled by the Assistant Engineers of Class II State Engineering 
Service. The sections are headed by Junior Engineers. 


Lift Irrigation 


The Lift Irrigation Corporation is headed by the Chairman-cum- 
Managing Director, Orissa. There are three circles under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Superintending Engineers to look after the lift irrigation 
programmes in different areas of the state. 


The district of Cuttak comes under the jurisdiction of the Superin- 
tending Engineer, Central Circle, Bhubaneshwar and the Superintending 
Engineer, Cuttack Circle, Cuttack. There are two Lift Irrigation Divisions, 
viz., Lift Irrigation Division, Cuttack (East) established in 1982 and 
the Lift Irrigation Division, Cuttack (West). The old Lift Irrigation 
(Mechanical) Division, Cuttack established in 1963 has been renamed 
as the Lift Irrigation Division, Cuttack (West). Both these divi- 
sions come under the Superintending Engineer, Central Circle, 
Bhubaneshwar. The Lift Irrigation Division, Cuttack ( East ) consists 
of five subdivisions, of which two subdivisions are located at Tirtol, 
and one each at Bentakar, Balikuda and Raghunathpur. These sub- 
divisions have been subdivided into seventeen sections of which twelve 
are civil and the remaining five are electrical sections. 
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The Bentakar Lift Irrigation Subdivision controls four civil sections 
located at Bentakar, Talapada, Orikanta and Cuttack and one electrical 
section at Bentakar. The civil section at Balikuda and Nuagan, andthe 
electrical section at Balikuda come under the Balikuda Lift Irrigation 
Subdivision. There aretwo sections ( one civil and one clectrical ) 
under the Raghunathpur Lift Irrigation Subdivision. The Tirtol I 
Lift Irrigation Subdivision controls, apart from Tirtol electrical section, 
civil sections of Tirtol I, Katara and Kujang whereas Sankheshwar, 
Jajpur civil sections and Tirtol II clectrica} section come under the 
Tirtol Ii Lift Irrigation Subdivision. The Lift Irrigation Division, 
Cuttack ( West ) hasfive subdivisions and twenty sections. Two of the 
subdivisions ofthis Division are located at Banki and one subdivision 
each is located at Athagarh, Salepur and Badapadmalavpur. Out of 
the twenty sections fifteen are civil and five are electrical sections. 
These; sections are located at Banki, Ghasiput, Baidyeswar (under 
the Banki Lift Irrigation Subdivision ), Athagarh, Narasinghapur, Bad- 
amba, Subarnapur, Kakhadi ( under the Athagarh Lift Irrigation 
Subdivision ), Salepur , Tangi-Chaudwar, Mahanga (under the Salepur 
Lift Irrigation Subdivision), Badapadmalavpur (Bidachana), Gopalpur, 
Chhatia (under the Badapadmalavpur Lift Irrigation Subdivision ) 
and Banki (under the Banki Large Project Subdivision ). Two electrical 
sections are located at Banki and one s2cilon each 15 located at 
Athagarh, Salepur and Badapadmalavpur. 


The Superintending Engineer, Cuttack Circle, Cuttack controls 
tour Lift Irrigation Divisions located at Dharmasala, Aul, Kendraparha 
and Jajpur Road. The Lift Irrigation Division, Dharmasala comprises 
three subdivisions located at Dharmasala, Rasulpur and Bari and 
fourteen sections. Of these fourteen sections three are electrical sections 
located at Dharmasala, Rasulpur and Bari. The remaining 
eleven civil sections are located at Dharmasala, Bari (two sections), 
Patania (all under the Dharmasala Lift Irrigation Subdivision), Barabati, 
Madhubana, Kuakhia, Rasulpur (under the Rasulpur Lift Irrigation 
Subdivisions), Bari (two sections), Amathpur and Balia under.the Bari 
Lift Irrigation Section). The Lift Irrigation Division, Aul coasists cf 
four subdivisions and fourteen sections. Four subdivisions are (i) the 
Lift Irrigation Subdivision No. I, Aul; (ii) the Lift Irrigation Subdivision 
No. II, Aul; (iii) the Lift Irrigation Subdivision, Pattamundai and (iv) 
the Lift Irrigation Subdivision, Rajkanika. Out of fourteen sections 
four are electrical sections, two of which are located at Aul and one 
each at Pattamundai and Rajkanika. The other ten civil sections are 
located at Aul, Bhimpur (under the Aul Lift Irrigation Subdivision ), 
Govindpur, Patrapur (under the Aul {| Lift Irrigation Subdivision), 
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of Chandikho!, Kuakhia, Dharmashala and Jajpur-Kendujhar Road come 
under the Rural Works Subdivision of Panikoili, Rural Works Section 
of Binjharpur, Dasarathpur, Pritipur and Mangalpur have been placed 
under the Rural Works Subdivision of Binjharpur; the Rural Works 
Subdivision, Duburi controls the Rural Works Sections of Duburi, 
Sukinda and Tomka: and the Rural Works Sections of Jaipur I and 
Jajpur II, Bari and Korai are placed under the Rural Works Sub- 
division, Jajpur town. There are sixteen sections under the Rural Works 
Division, Kendraparha which include two sections of Kendraparha, one 
section each at Indupur and Derabis unde: the Kendraparha Rural Works 
Subdivision; the Rural Works Sections of Pattamundai, Rajnagar, 
Damadisahi and Gumthi under the Rural Works Subdivision, Patta- 
mundai; Rural Works Sections of Marshaghai, Mahakalparha, Patkura 
and Korua under the Rural Works Subdivision, Marshaghai and the 
Rural Works Sections of Aul, Gobindpur (Pumapentha), Rajkanika I 
and Rajkanika II under the Rural Works Subdivision, Aul. 


The divisions are headed bythe Executive Engineers of Class I of 
the State Engineering Service. One Junior Engineer has been placed 
ineach of the two divisions to work as Estimator. The Subdivisions are 
controlled by the Assistant Engineers of Class II State Engineering 
Service. The sections are headed by Junior Engineers. 


Lift Irrigation 


The Lift Irrigation Corporation is headed by the Chairman-cum- 
Managing Director, Orissa. There are three circles under the jurisdic- 
tion of the Superintending Engineers to look after the lift irrigation 
programmes in different areas of the state. 


The district of Cuttak comes under the jurisdiction of the Superin- 
tending Engineer, Central Circle, Bhubaneshwar and the Superintending 
Engineer, Cuttack Circle, Cuttack. There are two Lift Irrigation Divisions, 
viz., Lift Irrigation Division, Cuttack (East) established in 1982 and 
the Lift Irrigation Division, Cuttack (West). The old Lift Irrigation 
(Mechanical) Division, Cuttack established in 1963 has been renamed 
as the Lift Irrigation Division, Cuttack (West). Both these divi- 
sions come under the Superintending Engineer, Central Circle, 
Bhubaneshwar. The Lift Irrigation Division, Cuttack ( East ) consists 
of five subdivisions, of which two subdivisions are located at Tirtol, 
and one each at Bentakar, Balikuda and Raghunathpur. These sub- 
divisions have been subdivided into seventeen sections of which twelve 
are civil and the remaining five are electrical sections. 
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The Bentakar Lift Irrigation Subdivision controls four civil sections 
located at Bentakar, Talapada, Orikanta and Cuttack and one electrical 
section at Bentakar. The civil section at Balikuda and Nuagan, andthe 
electrical section at Balikuda come under the Balikuda Lift Irrigation 
Subdivision. There are two sections ( one civil and one electrical ) 
under the Raghunathpur Lift Irrigation Subdivision. The Tirtol I 
Lift Irrigation Subdivision controls, apart from Tirtol electrical section, 
civil sections of Tirtol I, Katara and Kujang whereas Sankheshwar, 
Jajpur civil sections and Tirtol II electrical section come under the 
Tirtol II Lift Irrigation Subdivision. The Lift Irrigation Division, 
Cuttack (West ) has five subdivisions and twenty sections. Two ofthe 
subdivisions of this Division are located at Banki and one subdivision 
each is located at Athagarh, Salepur and Badapadmalavpur. Out of 
the twenty sections fifteen are civil and five are electrical sections. 
These; sections are located at Banki, Ghasiput, Baidyeswar (under 
the Banki Lift Irrigation Subdivision ), Athagarh, Narasinghapur, Bad- 
amba, Subarnapur, Kakhadi (under the Athagaith Lift Irrigation 
Subdivision ), Salepur , Tangi-Chaudwar, Mahanga (under the Salepur 
Lift Irrigation Subdivision), Badapadmalavpur (Bidachana), Gopalpur, 
Chhatia (under the Badapadmalavpur Lift Irrigation Subdivision ) 
and Banki (under the Banki Large Project Subdivision ). Two electrical 
sections are located at Banki and onz2 saction each ts located at 
Athagarh, Salepur and Badapadmalavpur. 


The Sup2rintending Engineer, Cuttack Circle, Cuttack controls 
tour Lift Irrigation Divisions located at Dharmasala, Aul, Kendraparha 
and Jajpur Road. The Lift Irrigation Division, Dharmasala comprises 
three subdivisions located at Dharmasala, Rasulpur and Bari and 
fourteer sections. Of these fourteen sections three are electrical sections 
located at Dharmasala, Rasulpur and Bari. The remaining 
eleven civil sections are located at Dharmasala, Bari (two scctions), 
Patania (all under the Dharmasala Lift Irrigation Subdivision), Barabati, 
Madhubana, Kuakhia, Rasulpur (under the Rasulpur Lift Irrigation 
Subdivisions), Bari (two sections), Amathpour and Balia under the Bari 
Lift Irrigation Section), The Lift Irrigation Division, Aul coasists of 
four subdivisions and fourteen sections. Four subdivisions are (i) the 
Lift Irrigation Subdivision No. I, Aul; (ii) the Lift Irrigation Subdivision 
No. II, Aul; (ii) the Lift Irrigation Subdivision, Pattamundat and (iv) 
the Lift Irrigation Subdivision, Rajkanika. Out of fourteen sections 
four are electrical sections, two of which are located at Aul and one 
each at Pattamundai and Rajkanika. The other ten civil sections are 
located at Aul, Bhimpur (under the Aul Lift Irrigation Subdivision ), 
Govindpur, Patrapur (under the Aul I Lift Irrigation Subdivision), 
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Pattamundai, Dandisahi, Chaudakulat, Rajnagar (under Pattamundéi 
Lift Irrigation Subdivision), Rajkanika and Kandia(under Rajkanika 
Subdivision). 


The Lift Irrigation Division, Kendraparha has jurisdiction over three 
subdivisions of Kendraparha, Garadpur and Marshaghai and twelve 
sections. Three of these are electrical sections located at Kendraparha, 
Garadpur and Marshaghai. Nine other sections ere located at 
Kendraparha, Indupur, Mahakalparha, Ortaghat (under Kendraparha 
Lift Irrigation Subdivision), Garadpur Pentha, Tendakuda, ( under 
Garadpur Lift Irrigation Subdivision), Marshaghai and Athabati 
(under Marshaghai Lift Irrigation Subdivision). The Executive 
Engineer, Lift irrigation Division, Jajpur Road has jurisdiction over 
Jajpur, Jajpur Road and Binjharpur Subdivisions and eleven sections. 
Eight of these are civil sections located at Jajpur, Sujanpur (under 
Jajpur Lift Irrigation Subdivision), Jajpur Road, Baitarani Road, Duburi 
(under Jajpur ;Road Lift Irrigation Subdivision), Binjharpur and 
Singhpur (under Binjharpur Lift Irrigation Subdivision) whereas 
four are electrical sections of which two are located at Jajpur 
and one each at Madhusudanpur and Binjharpur. Besides, one Lift 
Irrigation (Mechanical) Subdivision at Jajpur Road is functioning under 
the control of the Executive Engineer, Jajpur Road Lift Irrigation 
Division with two sections located at Jajpur Road and Jajpur. 


The; Gesell Division, Brahmapur which was shifted to Cuttack 
has been renamed as the Ground Water Division, Cuttackin 1989. 
This division is headed by one Senior Geologist who is controlled by 
thej Superintending Geologist, Bhubaneshwar. The Senior Geologist 
of this division is assisted by three Geologists of Class IT, one Assistant 
Engineer (Civil), one Junior Engineer and some Technical Assistants 
in civil works in geological aud hydrological side. 


The Superintending*Bngineer, Cuttack Circle, is assisted by two 
Assistant Engineers of whom one works as P. A. and the cther as 
the Estimator. Each Lift Irrigation Division is heeded ty cre Executive 
Engineer (Civil) whereas subdivisiong and secticns are ccrtrclled ty the 
Assistant Engineers (Civil) and Junior Engineers (Civil) respectively. 
The Electrical sectionis looked after by one Junior Engineer (Electrical). 
One Geologist in Class II rank has been posted in each division 
under the administrative control of the Executive Engineer (Civil) and 
in technical supervision of the Superintending Geologist, Bhubaneshwar. 
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The divisions and subdivisions in Lift Irrigation side are under the 
control of the Director (Technical) in the rank of Chief Engineer. 
On Ground Water side these are under the control of the Director 
(Ground Water) in the rank of Chief Engineer. Both the Directors 
work under the Managing Director, Lift Irrigation Corporation in the 
rank of a Senior Chief Engineer. 


FOREST AND ENVIRONMENT DEPARTMENT 


The Forest and Environment Department is in charge of forests 
including preservation of games and protection of wild animals, apart 
from looking to the environment.The Department controls the Principai 
Chief Conservator of Forests and the Director of Social Forestry 
Projects. The Orissa Forest Development Corporation and the Orissa 


State Prevention and Control of Pollution Board also function under 
this Department. 


Forest 


The Principal Chief Gonservator of Forests, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar 
is directly responsible for scientific management and protection of 


forests and wild life and is the Head of Department of the forest 
organization. 


There are four forest divisions in the district, namely Athagarh 
Forest Division; Forest Utilization Division, Cuttack; Coastal Shelter 


Belt Afforestation Division, Cuttack and Social Forestry Division, 
Cuttack, 


Athagath Forest Division has been functioning since 3rd February, 
1950 with headquarters at Athagarh. The division is headed by one 
Deputy Conservator of Forests who is assisted by three Assistant 
Conservators of Forests posted at Athagarh, Cuttack and Narasinghapur, 

Six Range Officers, twenty-eight Foresters and fifteen Forest Guards. 
The division consists of six rangeslocated at Narasinghapur, Badamba, 
Athagarh, Dalijora, Kujang and Cuttack. Each tange is headed 
by one Range Officer whose work is supervised by the Assistant 
Conservator of Forests under the direction and guidance of the Deputy 
Conservator of Forests. Each range is divided into sections and 
forest beats. The forest sections and b2ats are manned by Foresters 
and Forest Guards respectively. 


The Forest Utilization Division, Cuttack with a Forest Utilization 
Officer js responsible to collect market intelligence of forest produces 
both inside and outside the state. This division functions as the 
Publicity and liasion organ of the Forest Department. The jurisdiction 
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of this Division covers the whole state. In Cuttack district the Forest 
Utilization Officer is assisted by two Assistant Conservators of Forests, 
one Range Officer ( Publicity ) and three Foresters. 


The Coastal Shelter Belt Afforestation Division, Cuttack which ts 
headed by ag*Divisional Forest Officer was created in 1972 for taking up 
plantation in the coastal areas within one km. belt of sea coast as an 
anti-cyclone measure with a view to protecting the life and property 
of the people and also for supplying fire-wood to the people of coastal 
zone. There are two Assistant Conservators of Forests, five Range 
Officers, fifteen Foresters and thirty-eight Forest Guards to assist the 
Divisional Forest Officer. The division has jurisdiction over five 
ranges having - headquarters at Bhagatput, Kujang, Kendraparha, 
Jagatsinghapur and Rajnagar. Each range consists of three sections. 


One Social Forestry Project Division with headquarters at Cuttack 
is also functioning for the entire district under the control of a 
Deputy Director. He is assisted by one Specialist, thirteen Social 
Forest Supervisors, sixty-five Village Forest Workers, one Revenue 
Inspector, sixteen orderly Forest Guards employed in twelve Range units 
located at Athagarh, Bhagatpur, Chandikhol, Banki, Kendraparha, 
Jagatsinghapur, Jajpur, Sukinda, Badamba, Adaspur, Kujang and 
Narasinghapur. 


Besides, the forest range of Sukinda is under the Kendujhar Forest 
Division. The Forest Range of Sukinda consists of six sections with 
headquarters at Pachnikota, Jajpur Road, Duburi, Sukinda, Tomka 
and Ransol. One Assistant Conservator of Forests with headquarters 
at Duburi is in overall charge of the Sukirdaerd ctker edicirrg 
ranges. Two Range Officers, seven Foresters and thirty-five Forest 
Guards are working for forest protection. 

Another section with a Forester and seven Forest Guards is 
functioning at Banki under the Puri Forest Division, Khurda * for 
Plantations, checking of smuggling of timbers, ete. 


One Range Officer is working in the Narasinghapur Kendu Leaf 
Range under the Anugul Kendu Leaf Divisionin the district for carrying 
out operational work of Kendu Leaves which covers Badamba, Narasingh2- 
pur and Tigiria areas of Athagarh Subdivision. The Range consists 
of three sections with headquarters at Narasinghapur, Zillinda and 
Maniabandha. The Range Officer is assisted by three Foresters and 
three Forest Guards. Besides, one *Forester with other technical 
staff in Khuntuni section of the Dhenkanal Kendu Leaf Range under 


the Athagarh Panchayat Samiti is working in the district for Kendu leaf 
Operational work. 
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One Wild Life Conservation Division under one Deputy Conservator 
of Forests is situated at Chandbali. The jurisdiction of the division 
which was created in 1980 covers Cuttack, Baleshwar and Dhenkanal 
districts. The main function of this division is protection and manag- 
ement of mangrove ecosystem comprising Bhitar Kanika Wild Life 
sanctuary and conservation of variety of wild lives including captive 
rearing and restocking of salt water crocodiles and sea-turtles in the 
wild. Besides, this division is responsible for protection of variety 
of wild lives found in the Satkosia Gorge sanctuary including the 
captive rearing of Gharials and their restocking inthe wild. In Cuttack 
district the division has jurisdiction over Kanika, Pattamundai, Aul, 
Mahakalparha and Rajnagar Tahasils of Kendraparha Subdivision. For 
Bhitar Kanika Wild Life sanctuary there are three ranges, namely 
Kanika Range with headquarters at Chandbali of Baleshwar district, 
Dangamal Wild Life Range with headquarters at Dangamal and 
Rajnagar Range with headquarters at Rajnagar. The jurisdiction 
of Kanika Range covers both Cuttack and Baleswar districts. The 
division has four sectionsin the district located at Dangamal, Talchua, 
Gupti and Rajnagar and sixteen beats. Of these sixteen beats, two are 
at Gupti and one each at Dangamal, Baripita, | Ajagarpatia, 
Pattarparia, Khola, Talchua, Sailendra Sarai, Dhamra, Sailendranagar, 
Satbhaya, Habalikhati, Ranjnagar, Pantha Prasanpur and Kathuagand. 


One Divisional Forest Officer, an Assistant Conservator of 
Forest, three Forest Rangers, four Foresters and seventeen Forest 
Guards are posted at Chhamundia Wild Life Range for the Satkosia 
Gorge sanctuary with headquarters at Baliput. The jurisdiction of 
the Chhamundia Wild Life Range covers, apart from Cuttack, Puri 
and Phulbani . districts. 

FISHERIES AND RESOURCES DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT 

Fisheries and Animal Resources Development Department which 
was separated from Forest, Fisheries and Animal Husbandry Depart- 
ment in the year 1991, deals with prevention of animal diseases, dairy 
and milk supply and fisheries. Besides the Directorate of Fisheries 
and Animal Husbandry, the Orissa Fish Seed Development Corporation, 
the Orissa State Co-operative Milk Producers Federation and the Orissa 


Maritime and Chilika Area Development Federation are working under 
this Department. 


Animal Resources Development 

The Directorate of Animal Husbandry and Veterinary Services, 
Orissa, Cuttack is the Head of the Department at the state level. The 
administrative control of all the subordinate offices of veterinary 
Organization of the state lies with the Director, 
Who is assisted by one Additione! Director, one Joint Director, six 
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Deputy Directors, one Statistician, one Special Officer ( Planning ), one 
Live-stock Markcting Officer, one Field Officer, one Stetistical Officer, 
one Rinderpest Controlling Officer, two Assistant Registrars of 
Co-operative Societies, one Veterinary Information Officer, one 
Veterinary Assistant Surgeon, one Live-stock Census Officer and a 
number of other subordinate staff in this Directorate Office at Cuttack. 


The department is represented in the district by the Chief District 
Veterinary Officer of Senior Class I service with headquarters at Cuttack 
since 1983. He acts as the head of the district office, and implements 
and monitors all the animal husbandry activities. The jurisdiction of 
the Chief District Veterinary Officer covers the entire district of Cuttack 
and a part of Puri district i.c., Niali Integrated Cattle Development 
arei. The Chief District Veterinary Officer is assisted by three Assistant 
District Veterinary Officers, one each for Disease Control, Artificial 
Insemination and Cattle Development, and Poultry Development. One 
Assistant District Dairy Officer is also attached to his office. Six Sub- 
divisional Veterinary Officers of Junior Class I service are posted one 
each at Cuttack Sadar, Jagatsinghapur, Kendraparha, Athagarh, Banki 
and Jajpur. They monitor the veterinary programmes in the respective 
subdivisions, with seventy-five Veterinary Assistant Surgeons, forty-one 
Additional Veterinary Assistant Surgeons and five hundred nineteen Live- 
stock Inspsctors includiag Reserve Live-stock Inspectors working under 
their control. 


zsides these, in order to make detail investigation and diagnosing 
various diseases there is a Range Investigation Officer at Cuttack for 
Clinical Investigation Laboratory for the districts of Cuttack, Puri, Balesh- 
war and Mayurbhanj. One Class II Veterinary Officer for a Duck 
Bresding Farm and one Project Officer (Class 1) with the aim of produc- 
ing good milch cows inrural areas are also posted in the district. One 
Calf Rearing Project was established in 1976-77 at Cuttack with a Project 
Officer, ten Live-stock Inspectors and other subordinate staff for uplift- 
ment of economic condition of poor families. A Frozen Semen Bank is 
located at Industrial Estate, Khapuria, Cuttack with a Deputy Director, 
two Assistant Directors, three Veterinary Assistant Surgeons, three 
Reserve Live-stock Inspectors and one Research Assistant. The Bank 
ensures production and supply of high quality breeding materials to 
artificial insemination centres for cattle and buffalo development. 
Fisheries 
The Director of Fisheries, which was opened in 1955 at Cuttack, 
isthe Head of Department inthe state. He is assisted by one Additional 
Director, two Joint Directors, three Deputy Directors, one Senior Research 
Officer, one Deputy Registrar, Co-operative Societies, three Assistant 
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Directors including one Assistant Director of Statistics, one Superintendent, 
one Junior Planning Officer, one Co-ordination Officer in the Directorate 
level. The Director is entrusted with the work of devclopme nt of fisheries 
inthe State through execution of various fishetics development schemes. 


The zonal level officers in the district maintain a watch on the 
progress and fjeld assessment of problems. Each Zone is headed by a 
Deputy Director of Fisheries. The Inland Fisheries activities of the 
district is supervised bythe Deputy Director of Fisheries (Cential Zone) 
with headquarters at Cuttack. He is assisted by one Sub-Assistant 
Registrar, Co-operative Societies, one Superintendent of Fisheries, 
one Junior Engineer (as Estimator), two Inspectors of Co-opcrative 
Societies, etc. The jurisdiction of this zone also covers the districts 
of Puri, Baleshwar and Mayurbhanj. For marine fisheries of the coastal 
belts of Cuttack, Puri and Ganjam districts there is one Deputy Director 
of Fisheries (Marine South) with headquarters at Cuttack. He 1s 
assisted by one Superintendent of Fisheries, one Deputy Superintendent 
of Fisheries, one Inspector of Fisheries, etc. This office was opened in 
1981. One Zonal Deputy Director of Fisheries (Survey of Brackish 
Water) is posted at Cuttack to supervise brackish water fisheries develop- 
ment activities whose jurisdiction extends to the coastal districts of Cuttack, 
Puri, Baleshwar and Ganjam. He is assisted by one Superintendent of 
Fisheries, three Deputy Superintendents of Fisheries, five Inspectors 


of Fisheries and thirteen Fishery Demonstrators. His office was opened 
at Jobra of Cuttack City in 1978. 


The execution of departmental schemes, plans and programmes in 
the district are carried out by one Assistant Director of Fisheries with 
headquarters at Cuttack. His office was established in 1970. He ts 
assisted by two Superintendents of Fisheries, six Deputy Superintendents 
of Fisheries, eight Fishery Extension Officers, three Inspectors of Co- 
operative Societies, eighteen Fishery Supervisors and 107 Fishery 
Demonstrators, etc. There is a Chief Executive Officer in charge of the 
Fish Farmers’ Development Agency and also for execution of inland 
fisheries development. He is assisted by five Deputy Superintendents 
of Fisheries, one Assistant Engineer, seven Fishery Extension Officers, 
two Junior Engineers and three Fishery Demonstrators. Out of these, 
one Deputy Superintendent of Fisheries and six Fisheries Extension Officers 
are posted at the Fish Farmers’ Development Agency. This office was 
Created in 1980. Boththe Assistant Director of Fisheries and the Chief 


Executive Officer work under the Deputy Direcor of Fisheries, Central 
Zone (Marine). 
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Fishery Extension Officers are also posted inthe Community Deve- 
lopment Block offices. They are controlled by the Assistant 
Director of Fisheries. He is also in charge of the Departmental Fish 
Farms located at Jenapur, Tirtol, Dry Dock, Barimul, Nuapatna, 
Dharmashala, Kulasahi, Kendupatna, Narasinghapur, Kalakala, Derabis 
and Barabati Kalla. 


One Assistant Director of Fisheries has been posted at Kujang 
with one Superintendent of Fisheries, four Deputy Superintendents 
of Fisheries, one Marketing Officer, four Fishery Extension Officers, 
two Inspectors of Fisheries and sixteen Fishery Demonstrators for 
execution of Marine Fisheries Development Schemes. The jurisdiction 
of this office which was established in 1961 extends to the coastal 
belt of the districts of Cuttack and Puri. Besides, there is an 
Executive Engineer of Fisheries at Jobra, Cuttack with one Junior 
Engineer (Mechanical) for taking up construction and repairs of 
Fishery Department buildings and farms. The Assistant Director 
(Marine), Cuttack who controls the Superintendent of Fisheries 
(Marine) Puti and Superintendent of Fisheries (Marine, Paradeep) 
works under the Deputy Director of Fisheries (Marine, South). The 
Assistant Director also looks to the marine extension units located 
at Mahakalparha, Rajnagar and Kujang. These units are in charge 
of Fisheries Extension Officers. The Superintendent of Fisheries 
(Marine), Paradeep is assisted by one Deputy Superintendent of 
Fisheries, one Inspector Of Fisheries and other subordinate staff. There 
are nine Deputy Superintendents of Fisheries, thirty-two Fishery 
Extension Officers and forty-one Fisheries Demonstrators in charge 
of different Community Development Blocks. 


Three Deputy Superintendents of Fisheries, twenty-one Fisheries 
Supervisors and sixty-one Demonstrators are in Charge of Departmental 
Fish Farms. 


AGRICULTURE DEPARTMENT 


The Agriculture Department deals with Agriculture, Horticulture 
and Soil Conservation including research institutes, experimental 
demonstrations, provision for agricultural education, protection 
against crop damage by insects, prevention of plant diseases, Drought- 
prone Areas Programme, Orissa University cf Agriculture and 
Technology, Command Area Development, Crop Insurance, etc. The 
Orissa Agro-Industries Corporation, the Orissa State Seeds Corporation, 
the Orissa State Cashew Development Corporation, the Orissa State 
Co-operative Oil-sceds Growers’ Federation Ltd. and the Orissa State 
Seed Certificatation Agency are also placed under the Department. 
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Agriculture 


The Director of Agriculture with headquarters at Bhubaneshwar 
functions as the Head of Department of this organization. or 
administrative convenience the state has been dividecd inte six 
Agricultural Ranges, each under the charge of a Deputy Director. 


The establishment provides technical help in adopting suitable 
cCiopping pattern, Introduction of new high yielding varieties and 
cultural practices thereof, rotation of crops, soilsample analysis for 
supplying quality seeds, for plant protection in scientific methods, 
for improvement of agriculture through (a) crop demonstration, 
(6) agricultural exhibitions and (c) use of chemical fertilizers, ete, 


This department is represented in the district by the Deputy 
Director of Agriculture whose office was set up in 1952. He is 
assisted by one Establishment Officer, one Assistant: Director of 
Agriculture (Input), one Pulse ‘Development Officer, one Compost 
Development Officer, one Joint Quality Control Inspector, one Tra- 
ining Officer, one Lady Training Officer, one Agronomist, one Plant 
Protection Officer, one Farm Management Specialist, one Water 
Managemant Specialist, five Assistant Agricultural Engineers, forty- 
four ‘Agricultural Overseers, seventy-two Village Agricultural Workers, one 


Farm Superintendent, three Field Investigators, one Statistical Investigator, 
etc, 


District Agricultural Officers are posted in six subdivisions of the 
district uader the control of the Deputy Director. The District 
Agricultural Officer, Cuttack has four Community Development Bloeks 
as his area of operation. He is assisted by one Additional District 
Agricultural Officer posted at Salepur for better execution of 
different Agricultural schemes. Besides, there are five Assistant 
Agricultural Officers, two Subject Matter Specialists, ffteen Junior 
Agricultual Officers, 139 Village Agricultural Workers, one Assi- 
stant Bio-Chemist, one Compost Inspector, four Compost Mistries 


to assist the District Agricultural Officer. The District Agriculture 
Office was estaolished in 1962. 


The District Agricultural Officer, Jagatsinghapur has five Community 
Development Blocks under his area of operation. He is assisted by 
one Additional District Agricultural Officer posted at Tirtol, four 
Assistant Agricultural Officers, five Subject Matter Specialists, one 
Assistatnt Bio-Chemist, eighteen Junior Agricultural Officers, 
142 Village Agricultural Workers, one Compost Inspector and two 
Compost Mistries. The office was created in 1975. 
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Under the District Agricultural Officer of Kendraparha there are 
two Additional District Agricultural Officers posted at Pattamundai 
and Marshaghai, five Subject Matter Specialists, five Agricultural 
Extension Odficers, seventeen Junior Agricultural Officers, 164 Village 
Agricultural Workers, one Assistatnt Bio-Chemist, one Statistical 
Assistant, etc. He has two Community Development Blocks as 
his area of operation. 


The District Agriculture Office, Jajpur was opened in 1960 with 
a District Agricultural Officer. He has three Community Development 
Blocks under his jurisdiction and is assisted by two Additional 
District Agricultural Officers posted at Dharmashala and Jajpur Road, 
six Subject Matter Specialists, six Assistant Agricultural Officers, 
twenty Junior Agricultural Officers, 186 Village Agricultural Workers, 
one Assistant Bio-Chemist,two Compost Inspectors and three Compost 
Mistries. 


The District Agriculture Office, Banki was created in 1987 with 
a District Agricultural Officer. He has two Community Development 
Blocks as his area of operation. There are two Assistant Agricultural 
Officers, three Junior Agricultural Officers and twenty-six Village 
Agricultural Workers to assist him. 


In Athagarh Subdivision, the District Agricultural Officer is 
assisted by six Assistant Agricultural Officers, two Subject Matter 
Specialists, three Junior Agricultural Officers, twenty-six Village 
Agricultural Workers, etc. He has four Community Development 
Blocks under his jurisdiction. This office was established in 
Athagarh in 1964. 


One Soil Chemist with two Senior Research Assistants, two | 
Analytical Assistants, etc. have been posted at Cuttack to take up 
collection of soil samples from different areas and analyse them to 
advise the farmers. 


A farm has been setup at Sukinda with a Farm Superintendent 
and one Assistant Agricultural Officer. 


Horticulture 


The Director of Horticulture, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar is the head 
of this organization at the state level. There are six Horticulturists 
posted in six subdivisions of Cuttack, Athagarh, Banki, Jajpur, 
Jagatsinghapur and Kendraparha. They are assisted by Assistant 
Horticulturists and a number of subordinate staf. Besides, another 
Horticulturist’s office is also operating at Tirtol for pineapple and 
banana sucker production centre. The Horticulturist is assisted bya 
number of subordinate staff. 
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Soil ConServation 


The Soil Conservation Officer, Cuttack whose office started 
functioning from 1963 isthe head of the Soil Conservation crgani- 
zation in the district. He is controlled by the Director ag the 
Soil Conservation, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar. The Soil Conservation Cfficer 
is assisted by one Assistant Engineer, one Junior Engineer, one Junior 
Soil Conservation Officer, one Soil Conservation Assistant, cne Sor 
Conservation Technical Assistant, ete. and a number of other staff 
at the district headquarters under different schemes. 


lo the subdivisional headquarters of Cuttack, Jugatsingha pur and 
Athagarh, three Assistant Soil Conservation Officers have been posted 
who work under the Soil Conservation Officer, Cuttack. The office 
of the Assistant Soil Conservation Officer at Cuttack was opencd in 
1962 whereas the offices ofthe Assistant Soil Conservation Officer of 
Jagatsinghapur and Athagarh were established in 1981 and 1988 
respectively. The Assistant Soii Conservation Officer, Cuttack is 
assisted byone Junior Engineer, one Junior Soil Conservation Officer, 
three Soil Conservation? Assistants, fourteen Soil Conservation 
Sectional Officers, thirty-one Junior Scil Conservation Assistants and 
a number of other staff. The Assistant Soil Conservation Officer, 
Jagatsinghapur is assisted by one Junicr Engineer, one Jusicr Soil 
Conservation Officer, two Soil Conservation Assistants, one Soil Conser- 
vation Technical Assistant and sixteen Junior Soil Conservation 
Assistants. The Assistant Soil Conservation Officer, Athagarh is 
assisted by one Junior Engineer, four Junior Soil Conservation 
Officers, two Soil Conservation Assistants, eight Soil Conservation 
Sectional Officers, thirteen Junior Soil Conservation Assistants and 
anumber of other staff. Besides, one Research Office: has been posted 
at the Soil Conservation Demonstration Centre, Biswanahakani in 
the district since 1966 with two Junior Soil Conservation Officers, 
three Soil Conservation Assistants, four Soil Conservation Tecknica! 
Assistants, two Soil Conservation Sectional Officers and five Tunior 
Soil Conservation Assistants who assist him in his work. | 


CO-OPERATION DEPARTMENT 


The Co-operation Department, which was separated from the 
Agriculture Department in the year 1991, supervises the activities 
of the Co-operative societies, conducts audit and looks inte proper 
Werking of the societies as per Co-operative laws and policies cf the 
Government through the Registrar of Co-operative Societies. The 
statutory functions of this department include conducting of annual general 
meetings and meetings for election of Bcard cf Members and Presidents 
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ofthe co-operative societies. The department works for strengthening 
the economic condition of the weaker sections of the community by 
providing facilities to both members and non-members and artisans | for 
agricultura] and selected non-agricultural purposes through Primary 
Agricultural Credit Societies. 


The  Ovissa State Warehousing Corporation, the Orissa State 
Co-operative Housing Corporation, the Orissa State Co-operative Land 
Development Bank, the Orissa State Co-operative Marketing Federation, 
the Orissa State Consumers’ Co-operative Federation and the Orissa 
State Co-operative Union are also placed under this department. 


Co-operative Organization 


The Co-operative Directorate is headed by the Registrar of Co-operative 
Societies at the state level. He is assisted by a number of subordinate 
officers including Additional Registrars, Deputy Registrars, Assistant 
Registrars, Sub-Assistant Registrars and Inspectors of Co-operative 
Societies. 


One Deputy Registrar is posted as the head of the Cuttack Divisional 
Office. The division, which was established in 1969, is divided into seven 
circles, each in charge of an Assistant Registrar of Co-operative Socie- 
ties. All the six subdivisions have been declared as circles. In addition, 
the city of Cuttack has also been formed a separate circle with one Assistant 
Registrar in-charge. The circles at Cuttack, Banki, Jajpur and Kendra- 
parha were established on Ist April, 1967 whereas the circles at 
Jagatsinghapur, Athagarh and Cuttack City started functioning in February 
1976, February 1974 and February 1979 respectively. Besides, there 
are two Audit Circles viz., Cuttack-I and Cuttack-II, each headed by 


one Audit Officer. These two circles were opened on the st February, 
1968. 


The Deputy Registrar of Co-operative Societies is assisted by two 
Assistant Registrars and seven Inspectors in the Divisional Office. 


_. Besides the seven Assistant Registrars, there are twenty-eight Sub- 
Assistant Registrars, seventy-four Inspectors and twenty-eight Additional 
Co-operative Extension Officers working in seven circles. In the two 
Audit Circles there are 26 Sub-Assistant Registrars and 97 Inspectors 


to assist the Audit Officers. They look after the audit of the co-operative 
societies of the district. | 
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STEEL AND MINES DEPAR TRIE » 


Tne Steel and Mines Department, renamed as sue in 1990 from the 
nrevious Mining and Geology Deparimem so fer as mining part ts 
concerned, looks after development of nuberdi resOQurcés and gecogicus 
survey under Union subjects, and mineral research, Gevonopment unc 
administration of minor minerals, survev ang exnmioration of miners 
resources. and administration oF Orisse Miming “arcas Development 
Funds, etc. under State subjects. The Orissa Mining Corporation and 
O. M. C. Alloys Ltd. work under the Mining wing of the denurtment, 


Mining Organization 


The administration of major munerais in the district is controled by 
the Director of Mining and Geology. Heis conse for the systematic 
exploration and assessment of mineral resources. The department looks 
after the processing of mining concession applications, coliechon of 
Mining revenue and use of minerals for various purposes. 


So far as the mineral exploration, investigation and assessment of 
mineral resources are concerned, the district is under the Dhenkanal 
Survey Zone which is situated at Dhenkanal with a Deputy Director of 
Mines as its executive head. Two Mining Circles located at Cuttack 
and Jajpur Road and an Assaying and Analytical Laboratory at Jajpur 
Road are functioning in the district under the Directorate of Mining and 
Geology. The Circle Mining Office at Cuttack, which is headed 
by a Mining Officer, was established in 1979. The Mining Officer 
is assisted by one Assistant Mining Officer, one Chief Surveyor, two 
Senior Inspectors of Mines, one Senior Surveyor and other categories of 
staff The Circle Mining Office at Jajpur Road is in charge of a Senior 
Mintng Officer who is assisted by one Mining Officer, two Assistant 
Mining Officers, one Chief Surveyor, one Senior Surveyor, four Senior 
Inspectors of Mines and five Weighbdridge Supervisors. A Senior 
Chemist is the head of the Assaying and Analytical Laboratory. To help 
the Senior Chemist, there is one Analytical Chemist, eight Assistant 
Chemists, three Laboratory Assistants, two Sampling Supervisors, five 
Samplers and other subordinate staff. 


TOURISM DEPAR TENT 


The Tourism Ders .icst deals wit, the development of tourism 


and youth hostels under Union subjects, and:s.soin charge of projection 
of tourist image of the state, creation of facii:es fortourists at different 
Places of attraction, etc. under State subjects. Orissa Tourism Development 
Corporation works urder this department, 
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The Directorate of Tourisin is the controlling authority of all the 
Tourist OfScers of the state. One tourism office is functioning in the 
F Cuttack since 1979 under the charge of a Tourist Officer in 


Tourist Officers of Class HL non-Gazettec 
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Status and Other supoTradinate stam, swWoO vourist counters have Oeen 
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oooned at the railway station of Cuttack and Jajpur-Kendujhar Road sad 
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three Panthasalas have beea ocnstructed at Dhabaleshwar, JSajpur ane 
Patharajpur by the Tourism Department. Taree Assistant Tourist 
Officers are working ia the Tourist Information counter cf Cattack 


Railway Station whereas one Assistant Tourist Officer is in charge of the 
Tourism LTaformation counter of Jaipur-Kendujhar Road Railway Station. 
Besides, one Assistant Tourist Officer has been posted in each of the two 
Panthasalas of Dhabaleshwar and Jajpur. For middle class tcurist 
the Tourism Development Corperation Ltd. maintains a Pantharn vu 


ea) 


Cf: 


at Buxibazar, Cuttack. 
SPORTS, CULTURE AND YOUTH SERVICES DEPARTMENT 


AW» 
The Sports, Culture and Youth Services Department fooxs to the 
development of sports, culture and youth services of the State. The 


Pam) 


Crissa Sahitya Akademy, the Orissa Lalit Kala Akademy and the Orissa 
Sangeet Natak Akademy are also under the administrative contre: of this 
department. Inthedistrict level, one District Culture Officer for culture 
andone District Sports Officer for sports have Seen ampcinted by the 
department. Theheadquarters cf these two officers, who eniov the 
specially declared Gazetted rank, is located at Cuttack and they werk 
under the District Collector, 


COMMERCE AND TRANSPORT DEPARTMENT 


The Commerce and Transport Department, Orissa controls the 
activiues of the Transport Commissicner and the State Transport 
Authority, Orissa; the Directorate of Aviation; the State Transport 
Appellate Tribunal; the Directorate of Printing, Stationery and Publica- 
tion, Orissa; the Orissa State Commerce Transport Corporation and 


the Orissa State Road Transport Corporation. 


Directorate of Printing, Stationery and Publication, Orissa, Cuttack 


The Directorate of Printing, Stationery and Publication, Orissa is 
a service department of the State Government. The headquarters of 
the Directorate is located at Cuttack. Printing of various jobs received 
from different departments of the State Government are taken up 
here. Sometimes jobs received from the Departments of Government 
of India are also printed. Stationery articles required by different Gov 


Ment offic 5 i 
nees are purchised and stored by the Directorate for 


subsequent 
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supply to offices of the state. This organization looks after the maintenance 
and procurement of office machinery. In addition to two main presses 
at Cuttack, it has also branches at Bhubaneshwar. Balangir, Kendujhar, 
Deogarh (Sambalpur district). ena (Puri district}, Chhairanu: 
(Ganjam district) and Bhawantpatna (Kalahand, De The 
organization is headed by one Director who beiongs to L.AS./LP.S. caare. 
He is assisted by one Director ( Technical}, four Denuty Directors 
and a number of Assistant Directors and Production Officers. Some 
of the Assistant Directors are in charge of the branch presses iecated 
at different places of the state. 


FOOD AND CIVIL SUPPLIES DEPARTMENT 


The Food and Civil Supplies Department looks afier the pubne 
distribution system, cotsumers protection, weights and measures and 
marketing intelligence (all under State subiects). Phe Orissa Site 
Civil Supplies Corporation works under this department. 

The District Civil Supplies Office, located ut Cuttack, 1s headed bv the 
Civil Supplies Officer who functions under the District Collector 
The Civil Supplies Odficzr is assisted by one Addtionai Civil Supplies 
OYicsr, one Assistant eiiiSepniies Officer and one Marketing Intelligence 
Inspector in his office work. Besides, six Assistant Civit Supplies Officers 
are posted in the subdivisional headquarters of Cuitack, WKendraparha, 
Jagatsinghapur, Jajpur, Athagarh and Bank to manage civil supplies works 
in their respective subdivisions. They work under the Sub-Colleciors 
and are assisted by Supzrvisors of Supplies and Inspectors of Supniic:. 
One Inspector of Supplies is posted in each Community Develonmen: 
Block for civil supplies work under the Block Development Officer. 


PLANNING AND CO-ORDINATION DEPARTMENT 


The Planning and Co-ordination Department, apart from other 
activities, also controls the Directorate of Economics and Statistics. 


Statistical Organization 


The Director is the head of the Directorate of Economics and Statistics, 
Orissa, Bhubaneshwar. He controls three range level Statistical Offices 
each headed by a Deputy Director and located at Cuttack, Brahmapur 
and Sambalpur. The office of the Deputy Directo;, Statistics, Central 
Range has been established at Cuttack since 1979. 


The District Statistical Office, Cuttack was started in 1958. After 
creation of office of the Deputy Director, Statistics, Central Range, the 
District Statistical Officer, Cuttack along with the District Statistical 
Officers of Puri, Baleshwar and Mayurbhanj has been placed under the 
direct administrative and technical supervision of the Deputy Director. 
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The District Statistical Officer, Cuftack is assisted by Assistant 


Tivtrict Statistical Officers, Statistical Tavestigaters, Field Supervisors, 


a 


Statistical Assistants, Junior Statistical Assistants, Field Inspectors and 


osbe a Wa 


other subordinate staff in implementing vartous statistical schemes, sample 


to the district from different offices and agencies. There is also an 
Additional District Statistical Cicer who exclusively looks into the 
cation of the scheme ‘EARAS’ under which data in crop. statistics 
are collected. 


INFORMATION AND PUBLIC RELATIONS DEPARTMENT 


The information and Public Relations Department of Orissa acts as the 
oidal-linking-mxdium biuweea the Government and the people in the 
state. The Dspastmant ioforms the people about various activities of the 
Government as wellas motivates the common manto be part of the 
orocess of the development of the country. 

Th: Revenue district of Cuttack except the subdivisions of Fainur 
and Kendraparaa is serviced by the District Information and Prubiic 

Palations Officer, Cuttack. His office was established in 1955. One 
Subdivisional Taformation and Public Relations Officer, and one Zonal 
Organizer, Radio Rural Forum, belonging tothe cadre of Subdivisional 
Information and Public Relations Officer assist the District Information 
and Public Relations Oliser in the district headquarters. One Sub- 
divisioaal Information and Public Relations QOlicer has been posted 
ineach of the subdivisions of Jagatsinghapur, Banki and Athagarh who 
are also controlled by the District Information and Public Relations 
Officer, Cuttack. 


The subdivisions of Kendraparha and Jajpar have each been declared 
aseparate Information and Public Relations district headed by one District 
Information and Public Relations Officer who is assisted by one Sub- 
divisional ‘Information and Public Relations Officer. The District 
Information and Public Relations Officers are responsible and accountable 
to the Collector. 


The overall control of this organization rests with the Director of 
Information and Public Relations, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar. 


This organization manages information centres and’ libraries in 
different places, organizes exhibitions, films, songs, dramas, group talks 
and group discussions to initiate people’s active participation and for their 
awareness of the different developmental activities, supplies information 
and photographs to the press and press-clippings to the Collectors and 
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arranges for celebration of important historical events like Independence 
Day, Gandhi Jayanti, Republic Day, Orissa Day and Jayantis of many 
other national and state leaders. 


LAW DEPARTMENT 


The Law Department of th: Government of Orissa ts in charge of the 
Hindu Religious Endowments and Wakrfs. 


Endowment 


The Commissioner of Endowments under the Orissa Hindu Religious 
Endowments Act, 1951 has been vested with the power of genera} 
superintendence of all Hindu religious institutions throughout the state. 
The entire state has been divided into four Zones, namely Puri, Cuttack, 
Sambalpur and Brahmapur and each Zone is headed by one Assistant 
Commissioner. Each zone has been subdivided into divisions headed 
by Divisional Inspectors of Endowments. The Cuttack district comes 
under the Cuttack zone. 


The office of the Additional Assistant Commissioner of Endowments, 
Cuttack was established in 1978 whose jurisdiction extends to Balcshwar 
and Mayurbhanj districts also. The entire district of Cuttack itself consti- 
tutes a division with seven circles of Cuttack, Athagarh, Jajpur. Jagatsingha- 
pur (except Kujang Tahasil), Kujang, Kendraparha (except Aul Tahasil) 
and Aul. The office of the Divisional Inspector of Endowments, Cuttack 
was established in 1970. All the seven circles are kept in charge of the 
inspectors who work under the Divisional Inspector, Cuttack. There are 
3,899 temples and 58 Maths registered in the district under the Hindu 
Religions Endowment Act 1951. 

Wakfs 


The main functions of this organization is survey, registration «and 
administration of the Wakf institutions in the state. All the Wakf 
institutions are administered by the Orissa Board of Wakfs. The State 
Government constitutes the Board of Wakfs consisting of eleven members 
under section 11 of the Wakf Act, 1954 for aterm of five years. The 
general superintendence of all Wakfs in the state is vested in the Board. 
The Boatd appoints managing committee, whenever necessary, for the 
Management of Wakf institutions consisting of three to seven members 
for a period of three years. There are 1,739 Wakf institutions in Cuttack 
district which include Mosque-392, Iddgah-35, Graveyard-364, Madrasa 
and Maktab-105,  Dargah-803, Musafirkhana-29 and dispensary-1. 
Some important Wakfs in the district are Juma Masjid, Shahi Mosque, 
Kadam Rasool, Tatar Khan Mosque, Mastan Dargah, Baba Syed Ais 
Bokhari, Paltan Masjid, Shahi Mosque, Sahi Mosque, Habelibag, Baba 
Bokhari Saheb, and Juma Masjid at Paradeep Port. 
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CHAPTER XIV 
LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT 
BARLY HISTORY OF LOCAL SELF-GOVERNMENT IN THE DISTRICT 


Before passing of the famous Resolution of Lord Ripon on Local 
Self-Government on 18th May, 1882 the Municipalities of Kendraparha, 
Jajpur and Cuttack were established under the Bengal Act VI of 1868. 
The Municipality of Kendraparha, the oldest urban local body of the 
district, came into being on 10th March, 1869 followed by the Jajpur 
Muaicipality waich was established on Ist April. of the sam? year. 
Due tothe great O-vissa famine of 1866, the establishment of the 
Cuttack Municipality at Cuttack, the premier city and the capital of 
the Orissa Division, was delayed till 4th July, 1876. According to 
Act of 1876, passed by the Bengal Council, only Cuttack was classified 
as the first class Municipality of the district in 1889-90. In the 
beginning all the commissioners of the local bodies were nominated 
by the Government. 


The Resolution of Lord Ripon made the Local Self-Government 
more systematic and broad-based. With cxception of a few munici- 
palities, which were considered backward, this resolution afforded 
opportunity for election of chairman and vice-chairman and represen- 
tatives for the first time. The resolution reduced the number of 
ofizial mzmbe2rs to 1/3rd of the total commissioners. According to 
this Resolution, Cuttack Municipality got the privilege of election, 


But the Kendraparha and Jajpur local bodies continued to be managed 
by the nominated commissioners. 


Before Ripon’s Resolution, local bodies were established in urban 
areas only. The Resolution extended the benefit also to rural people 
with a view to training them in the art of self-Government. The Local 
Self-Government Act IIT of 1885 of the Bengal Council made provisions 
for establishment of a three-tier system of local self- government under 
its jurisdiction, namely a District Board in each district, a Local Board 
in each division and Union Committees at village level. The Act was 
extended to the district of Cuttack on ist April, 1887 by an order of 
the Government, date d29th March, 1887 and creation of the District 
Board for the district was notified on 9th August, 1887. 


Three Local Boards were established at Cuttack Sadar, Jajpur 
and Kendraparha along with the District Board in 1887. Initially the 
areas of these Local Boards were: Cuttack Sadar- 1,519 sq.km., Jajpure 


1,099 sq.km. and Kendraparha-1,000 sq.km., and number of members 


fixed for these Lccal Boards were 15,12 and 12 respectively, The 
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Cuttack Sadar Local Board elecied 4 members to the District Board 
whereas Jajpur and Kendraparha each clected 3 members. According 
to the provisions of the Act UI of 1885 of the Bengal Council there 
was more Official control on the constitution and activitics of the 
District Boards and Local Boards. All the members of these Board 
were nominated including the chairmaa. After separation of Bihar and 
Orissa from Bengal, for the first time, the Bihar and Orissa Local 
Self-Government Act of 1922 provided for elective system to all the 
self-governing institutions of the districts including Local Boards, 
Union Boards and Union Committees. The official contro] over the 
Boards was curtailed. This epoch-making bill in the Bihar and Orissa 
Legislative Council was introduced by a great leader of Orissa, 
Madhusudan Das who was then the Minister for Lccal Self-Government. 


Another progressive Act of the year 1922, the Bihar and 
Orissa Village Administration Act III, provided for creation of Union 
Boards. The boards were placed in between the Local Boards and 
Union Committees. The area of operation was more than that of the 
Union Committees. Accordingly, four Union Boards, viz., Banki, Garapur 
(Kendraparha ), Jagatsinghapur and Baruan-Santarapur were formed in 
the district between July 1925 to November 1925. The Union Committees 
of Banki and Garapur were merged with the respective Urion Boards. 
The Union Board of Jagatsinghapur was created with some villages 
of the Jagatsinghapur Union Committee. 


No Union Committee, the lowest units of the self-governing insti- 
tutions in the village level as provided under the Act III of 1885 of 
the Bengal Council, was established simultaneously with that of the 
District Board and Local Boards in the district. However, in June 
1912 the Jagatsinghapur Union Committee was formed with an area 
of § sq. miles and 13,322 population, followed by the Garapur Union 
Committee in January 1916 with an area of 2 sq. miles and 5,000 
population, the Banki Union Committee in January 1919 with an 
area of 10.5 sq. miles and 11,542 population and the Rajkanika Union 
Committes in April 1919 with an area of 7.3 sq. miles and 5.000 
Population, All Union Committees except Garapur had cach 9 
members, Garapur Union Committee had 8 members. Out of the 
four Union Committees, Banki and Garapur were converted into 
Union Boards during the period 1925-26, Jagatsighapur Union Committee 
Was replaced by Jagatsinghapur Union Board in January 1930 and 


the Rajkanika Union Committee was abolished in June 1930 due to 
Poor performance. 
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Outside Municipal areas, local affairs such as education, sanitation, 
medical relief, roads, ponds and ferries were managed bythe District 
Board, which had jurisdiction over the whole district, by the sub- 
ordinate Local Boards, which were constituted for each subdivision, 
and bythe four Union Boards of Banki, Kendraparha, Jagatsinghapur 


No.I and Jagatsinghapur No.II. 


District Board 

During early thirties, the District Board of Cuttack consisted of 
40 members, 30 being elected and 10 nominated by Government, of 
whom 3 were officials and 7 non-officials. The term of office of each 
member was for three years in the beginning, but subsequently 
increased to five years. The office bearers were Chairman and Vice 
Chairman. The principal sources of income ofthe Board were the 
local cess and Government grants for specific purposes. Local cess 
was being levied at the rate of half-an-anna (Re. 0°03) per rupee of 
reat from each tenant and half-an-anna per rupee on the annual 
value of his estate from each landlord. A substantial portion of the 
income ofthe Board was spent on education. This local body 
maintained altogether 143 miles (299 km.) of metalled roads and 420 
miles (672 km.) of unmetalled roads, besides 416 miles (666 km.) of 
village roads. There were 2 middle English schools, 1 middle Verna- 
cular school, 65 upper primary schools, 154 lower primary schools 
under this Board. This apart, the Board also aided 27 middle 
English schools, 73 upper primary schools and 1,403 lower primary 
schools. The Board also maintained 20 dispensaries, a number of 
pends and ferries. 


Local Board 

Tae Local Boards of Cuttack Sadar, Kendraparha and Jajpur 
were subordinate to the Cuttack District Board. The jurisdiction of 
each Local Board corresponded tothe subdivisional charge of the same 
name. The District Board exercised full authority over the Local 
Boards in the matters of application and expenditure of funds, 
execution of works and repairs, administration of all matters placed 
under its control and conduct of proceedings. The Local Boards 
consisted of the members elected to the District Board by the 
electorate of the area over which the local board exercised jurisdiction, 
and such additional members, not exceeding one-third of the elected 
members as directed by the local Government. These latter were 
nominated by the District Board. There were Chairman and Vice- 
Chairman who constituted the chief office bearers. The term of the 
members was 5 years. 





“Local Self-Government in British Orissa. Kartik Chandra Rout, 1989, p. 35. 
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ceased «oto be representative bodies, Special Officers unde, tie 


administrative control of ths District Collector were arroimed to 
manage these local bodi«s. 


ar 


Eimen Boards 


as ne Union Boards were the smallest units of village adminisfraticx, 


whe four Union Boards of the district, viz, Banki, Garapur (Kendranaria), 
Tapas rghaour land Jagatsinghtpur il had jurisdiction over certain villases 


or groups of villages where urban conditions were beginning to develon 
The members were all elected, the dasisofthe franchise being the payment 
of Chowkidari tax. They were required to look after sanitation, water 
Ne roads and schools within their area. Even though they had 

owers to local taxation, none had used them, These Union Boards 
were headed by the Union President. The Presidents were coatrolling ths 
Chowkidars and played an important role in settling petty village disoutes 
im their respective areas. 


MTUNICIPALITIES AND NOTIFIED [AREA COUNCILS 


At present, the district has 4 Municipalities at Cuttack, Kendr iparha, 
Jajpur and Chaudwar, apart from six Notified Area Councils at Jajpur 
Road, Banki, Jagatsinghapur, Athagarh, Paradeep and Pattamunda!. As 
mentioned earlier, the first three Municipalities were old urban local bodies 
of the district. The Municipality of Chaudwar and the six Notified 
Area Councils were constituted under the Orissa Municipal Act, 1950. The 
oldest of these urban local bodies is the Kendraparha ‘Municipality and 
the youngest is the Pattamundai Notified Area Council. 


Cattack Municipality 


Cuttackisthe third oldest Municipality of British Orissa. Before 
it became a Municipality in 1876, a Town Committee consisting of [2 
native and 7 European members was looking into the affairs of the town. In 
the beginning, the area of the Municipality was 4.3 sq. miles (11°13 sq. km.) 
and its population according to 1881 Census was 42,656 souls. During 
1885-86, there were 4,275 rate-payees in this local body. Its arex gradually 
increased so as to reach its dimension to 20 sq. miles (51.80 sq. km.) during 
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was included within the limit of this Muonicinality 
by a noufication, dated 17th © Os 19606 in the Calcutta Gazette, 
Initialiv, 2/3rd of the members were elected and the rest were nominated 
The Distric: icdeate Cuttack was the Chairman 
umber of commissioners was Axed at if 


the year 
ruhtary authorities 


by the Governos. 
of this a body. Paet total nu 
yal camimussioners was held on (7th 
December. 1884. The Ganeeai was divided into 9 wards tn the 
first eiecuon, out of which six wards bac provision each to elect one 
commissioner only whereas the rest tires elected two commissioners each. 
THLE PALL, the toetar namber of concilior. remained 18. When the canton- 
there was an inerease of population and _ 


ment arek was taciadedl t 
of wards from 18 ta 2). Onaly the rate-pavers were cligibie to elect the 


COUNGHIOSS, 


ary 


the municipal board consisted of 30 membars 


During eariy thtries 
and two nominated non-official 


of whom 24 were eiecied, 4 ex- officta 
maubers. The area within municipal limit was approximately 20 sq. mues 
($).89sq. km.) and number of rate-pavers was 9,205 or 14.1 per cent of th: 
anual income was about Rs. 1.35,000/- of which in 


a 


population. The 
1910-31, Rs. 52,000'-was derived from the tax on holdings and Rs. 44,002 
from tne latrine tas. Miscellaneous taxes brought in Rs. 16, 000/-, taxes 
on hackney carriages and motor vehicies, Rs. 8,000/- and Rs. 9,000) 
was received from Government in shape of grants. This local body 
took up street lighting, conservancy, public works and medical relief. 
During shat Period no pipe water was supplied to the town and the popula- 
tion had to obtain water for drinking irom tanks, wells, the Mahanad! 
and Kathjodi rivers. The Municipality maintained 40 miles ( 54 km.) of 
metalled road and 25 miles (40 km.) of unmetalled roads, a municipal 
dispensary with a leper clinic attached, one veterinary hospital, three 
upper primary and five lower primary schools and oneupper primary and 
two lower primary schools (aided) and nine maktabs. Electric lighting was 


provided in some street by arrangement with the Cuttack Electric Supply 


Company. 


By 1991-92, the area of the Municipality increased to 81°94 sq. km. 

and its population according to the provisional figures of 1991 Census 
was 4,02,390. Presently the Municipality has been divided into 30 wards. 
The Executive Officer, who generally belongs to the Orissa Administrative 
Service Class I cadre, is responsible for the general administration of the 
Municipality and the implementation of the resolutions passed by the 


municipal council. 
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scai bedy manages 73 schcois including > high schools, 2 upgraded riddle 
tnglish, 2 middle Engiish ang 64 primary schools. if also maintained 
23 ane and 6 hospitals and one Kaiyvan Mandap. ft provided 7,882 street 
ghis which included 4,123 bar lights, 298 mercury ‘cints, 1,463 
sodimun vavour, 14 halogine points and 1,987 ordinary light ocints. 

bout 516 kilometres of drains were being maintained by this focal 
body . it also looks after the conservancy and pubiic heaith cf the 
city. Since Ist June, 1984 one electric cremator, first of its kind tn the 
state, has been installed at Khannagar crematorium in the city by the 
Municipality. The total number of persons employed by this urban local 
body was 2,856 in 1990-91 which included 1,285 conservancy staff. 


5 


cut 


It has framed two special bye-laws, namely the Octroi Bye-law and 
the Slaughter House Bye-Jaw which have been approved by the Govern- 
ment. 

Kendrapatha Municipality 

Kendraparha Municipality, the oldest urban local body of the British 
Orissa, was constituted on 10th March, 1869. Its area in 1903 was 2°5 
sq. miles (6°47 sq. km.). It had a population of 15,719 out of which 
3,408 were rate-payers in 1885-86. The first election for this municipality 
was held on Ist July, 1911 to elect 9 commissioners from 9 wards.. This 
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2. 
the Municipality covers 2 total area of 10°88 sq. kim. and according to the 
Census of 1991, its povulation was 33,009 (provisional). 

Fre local pody, besides Government grants, collects revenuc many 
from noldine tax, latrine tax, lighting tax, water tax and — octrel. 
ft disc garns in the saape of licence fees from vehicles and animals, siau- 
ghter houses, markets, cabins, etc. The Executive Officer, who normally 
belongs to the Grissa Admuinistratye Service, is responsible for the dzy- 
tc-lav administration and execullon of the resolutions passed by the 
municipal councii. 


The statement given below indicates ths income and expenditure of the 
weal body from 1989-90 to 19/91. 





Year Income Expenditure 





1989-90 Rs. 48,67,798°00 Rs. 38,19,624'00 
1990-91 Rs 60,16,092°00 Rs. 51,04,246°00 
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This Municipality maintains 131 km. of roads which include 11] km. 
black-topped, 70 km. metal, 30 km. carthern and 4 cement concrete 
roads, It also provides about 600 light points and 152 street water 
pipe stands in different parts of the towrm. Besides, 14 primary schools 
and 603 km. pucca drains are maintained by this local body. 
Total staff strength is 179 of which the number of conservancy staff 
is 69. There are six employees engaged to look after public health 
and sanitation of the town. 


sajpur Municipality | 

The Jajpur Municipality, the second oldest urbanlocal body of the 
cnen Orissa Division, came into being on Ist April, 1869. It was 
managed by a nominated body of commissioners with the Subdivisional 
Olficer as the Chairman. In 1884, the number of commissioners 
appointed for this local body was 12. This was'a mufassil Munici- 


pality and considered to be a backward one. During 1884-85 the 
population of the Municipality was 11,233 and number of rate-payers 
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was 1,719. Till 1903, the geographical limit of this local body was 2 
sq. miles (5°18 sq. km.). During 1903, the town,as described by the then 
Chairman of the Municipality and the Subdivisional Officer of Jajpur, 
was covered with a great deal of wild and rank vegetables almost 
every part. The population was not thick all over the town. There 
were blocks of houses and huts at intervals of vast extent of 
wasteland and paddy fields and also marshes. There were only two 
short metalled roads, and large number of Kutcha roads and lanes 
intersecting the town. A large number of extensive bamboo clumps 
also kept parts of the town dark. The drains were ali Kutcha. 


The first election of this local body was held onthe 24th May, 1913 
to elect2 commissioners each fiom the 4 wards ofthe Municipality. 
The total number of commissioners, as mentioned carlier, was 12 out 
of which 4 were appointed by the Government. 


During early thirties, the Municipality had a Board of 15 members 
of whom twelve were elected and three nominated, including two 
officials, The areas within Municipality limit was 4.5sq. miles 
(11°65 sq. km.) and the number of rate payers in 1930-31 was 2,234. 
This urban local body hadan income of about Rs. 14,000/- of which 
Rs. 5,800/- was derived from the tax on persons, and Rs. 3,400/- from 
the latrine tax. The Municipality maintained one dispensary, and aided 
One upper primary and 8 lower primary schools. It was also managing 
7 miles (11 km.) of metalled and 19 miles (30 km.) of unmetalled road. 


At present, this local body hasan area of 11°65 sq. km. having a 
population of 27,310 (provisional) according to 1991 Census. The 
Municipality has been divided into 15 wards. The Executive Officer 
manages the day-to-day administration and executes the resolutions 
passed by the councillors. Its main sources of income are 
octroi and holding tax, light tax, water tax, latrine tax, tax on 
Vehicles, rent, licence fees, trade licence fees, fees on educational insti- 


tutions, market and slaughter houses,etc. It also receives Government 
grants. 


The following table shows the year-wise income and expenditure 
ofthe Municipality from 1989-90 to 1990-91. 
rt pe 


Year Income Expenditure 











1989-90 _. Rss 38,19,393°55 Rs. 32,95,195°00 
1990-91 |, Rs, 28,21,485°55 Rs. 24,23,904-00 


reg cer re 
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This local body maintains 52 km. of roads which include black- 
topped road of 13°25 km, morrum road of 23°25 km., water-bound- 
macadum road of 685km., cement concreteroad of O'40 km. and 
earthen road of 8°25 km. [t also maintains 2 daily markets, 43 rooms 
in market complex, 2 slaughter houses and 2 ponds given on leaso 
to private parties. The Municipality has provided 1,020 light 
points including 250 bar lights and 40 sodium vapour lights. It 
maintains 16 primary schools, 1 high school and one ffilaria unit, 
besides a Town Hall for public meetings and a public library. So far 
as water supply is concerned,it provides 10 masonry wells, 52 Kutcha 
wells, 115 tube-wells, besides 179 stand points. Number of employees 
of the Municipality is 78 which include 7 health and sanitation staff 


A set of bye-laws such as the Octroi Bye-law and the Slaughter 
House Bye-laws have been framed by the Council and approved by the 
Governinent. 


Chaudwar Municipality 

The fourth Municipality of the district started functioning at Chaudwar 
on the 4th October, 1958. It covers an area of 33°08 square kilometres 
and its population (provisional) according to the 1991 Census was 36,883. 
The Municipality has 15 wards and one Executive Officer manages its 
administration. 


it derives income from different sources like holding tax, lighting 
tax, latrine tax, water tax, profession tax, toll tax, octroi fees on 
carts and carriages, fees from offensive and dangerous trades, earning 
from pisciculture, pounds, etc. Besides, it receives Government grants. 
It has framed its Octroi Bye-laws. It maintains 79°27 km. of all types of 
roads, 126 numbers of water tap, 699 street light points, 1 library, 4 
parks, 35°5 km. of drains and 36 schools of different categories. The 
Municipality iooks after the public health and sanitation of the town. 
The number of staff engaged by the local body was 236. 


The following table shows the year-wise income and expenditure of 
this Municipality from 1989-90 to 1990-91. 











Year Income Expenditure 
1989-90 Rs. 56,37,000°00 Rs. 41,62,000°00 
1990-9} Rs. 73,98,580°00 Rs. 52,44,232°00 





Notified Area Councils 

As mentioned elsewhere, there are six Notifjed Arca Councils in the 
district. The Notified Area Council at Jajpur Road was _ established 
on the 12th Tune, 1961 followed by Banki on the Lith July, 1966, 
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Jagatsinghapur on the 13th February, 1972; Athagarh on the 
2lst February, 1973; Paradeep on the 27th September, 1979 
and Pattamundai on the 8th December, 1986. The area and population 
(provisional) of these urban local bodies according to 1991 Census are 
given below : 


Area (in sq. km.) Population 
1. Jajpur Road 7 12°69 25,504 
2. Banki ‘ 6°22 14,348 
3. Jagatsinghapur se 18°25 25.009 
4, Athagarh 10°36 13,664 
5. Paradeep 1 22.65 48,156 
6. Pattamundai - N.A. 28,908 





Like the Municipalities of the district, the main sourecs of revenuc 
derived by these Notified Area Councils are from holding tax, latrine 
tax, light tax, profession tax, taxes on carts and carriages and rent 
from trade and shop rooms, besides Government grants and loans. 
Three ofthe Notifjed Area Councils, viz., Jajpur Road, Jagatsinghipur 
and Paradeep also earn from octroi and excepting Pattamundai, all 
other Notified Area Councils levy water tax. These local bodies look 
to the public health and sanitation of their respective towns, provide 
Street lights and maintain drains and roads. Piped water is supplied 
in all the local bodies except Pattamundai. Most of these Notified 
Area Councils maintain schools, frame their own bye-laws like adver- 
tisement bye-laws, etc. Income and expenditure of these local bodies for 
the last two years ending 1990-91 are as follows : 











chee 

Name of the Income Expenditure 
Notified Area 

Council jee a ace ia Ri 

1989-90 1990-91 1989-90 1990-91 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

1. Jajpur Road .. —-46,25,000 —54,61,000 = 38,47,000 = 38,69,000 
2. Banki - 15,55,000 —__18,00,000 11,69,000 = 12,30,000 
3. Jagatsinghapur 12,03,000 N. A. 10,56,000 N. A. 


4.Athagarh  .. = 14,56,000 —21,,86,000 8,22,000 941,000 
3. Paradeep .. 70,93,000 —_ 81, 13,000 28,67,000 18,48 ,000 
6. Pattamundai .. 4,53,000 —17.01,000 1,76,000  ——_7,95,000 


See ee 
The day-to-day administration is looked after by the Executive 


Officer in each of the Notified Area Councils. 





Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


138 CUTTACK 


ELECTIONS 


it is earlier mentioned that election system was first introduced 
in the Cuttack Municipality in 1884. As Kendraparha and Jajpur 
Municipalities were considered backward, election for Kendraparha was 
delayed till 1911 and for Jajpur till 1913. In the beginning only 
male rate-payers were eligible to vote for the two-third of the 
Councillors. The rest one-third were nominated by the Government. 


The District Magistrate or the Subdivisional Officer ( present Sub- 
Collector ) was the ex-9fficio Chairman of the Municipality. But the 
Vice-Chairman was elected from among the Councillors. The Bihar 
and Orissa Municipal Act, 1922, the brainchild of Utkal Gaurav late 
Madhu Sudan Das, the then Miéinister of Local Self-Government of 
Bihar and Orissa, brought a sea change in the municipal system of 
the provinc:. When it came into force throughout Bihar and Orissa, 
the voters’ qualification was relaxed and sex disqualification of voters 
was abolished. The Act decreased the proportion of elected commi- 
ssioners from 2/31d to 4/5th. The Act also empowered all Municipali- 
ties to elect their own non-official Chairmen. Government officers were 
debarred to hold the post of Chairman and also prohibited to cast 
yotes on the election of Chairman. 


Aiter Independence, the Orissa Municipal Act, 1950 was extended 
to all the urban local bodies of the state. As per the provisions of 
the Act, elections have been held from time to time in these local 
bodies on the basis of adult franchise to elect the Councillors. So 
also either for incompetence in performing the duties or for exceoding 
or abusing the power these local bodies have been superseded off and 
on. For exampls, bstween 1946 to 1973, Cuttack Municipality was 
superseded not less than 17 times for a total period of about 18 years. 
Before the Municipal election of 1979, the Chairman was elected from 
among the Councillors. In this election provision was made for 
direct election of Chairman by the voters. But in 1980, the practice 
of indirect election of Chairman was again restored. The last election 
for all the local bodies except Paradeep was held on the 20th February, 
1992. In this election it was decided to give adequate representation 
to the weaker section of the society and bring the women to the 
main stream. In Murch 1990, Government decided to hold elections 
amending the provisions of the Municipal law suitably with the above 
objective. The most important legal changes brought about in the 
Orissa Municipal Act, 1950 were (a) to hold direct election 
to the post of a Chairman of Municipality or a Notified Area Council 
on a political party symbol basis against whom no-confidence motion 
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can be brought within two years from election and even after that 
period only once, a no-confidence motion can be brought during the 


tenuce of five years, (b) number of seates ( wards) reserved for Sche- 
duled Castes and Scheduled Tribes would be in proportion to their 
population to the total population of the town, (c) one-third of the 
total seats (wards ) has to be reserved for women and (d) there would 
be two Vice-Chairmen of whom one would be reserved for woman. 


In this election Cuttack Municipality was divided into 30 wards 
out of which 9 were reserved for women, one for Scheduled Caste 
women and two for Scheduled Caste candidates. Kendraparha Munici- 
pality was divided into 20 wards out of which six were reserved 
for women ( general), one for Scheduled Caste women and one for 
Scheduled Caste candidate. Jajpur Municipality was divided into 15 
wards out of which four were resered for women ( general), one for 
Scheduled Caste wominand one for a Scheduled Caste candidate. 
Chaudwar Municipality was divided into 16 wards out of which 5 
were reserved for women ( general) and one for Scheduled Caste 
candidate. 


In the Notified Area Council of Jajpur Road, there were 22 wards 
out of which 5 were reserved for women (general), one for 
Scheduled Caste woman, one for Scheduled Tribe woman, two each 
for Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe candidates. Banki Notified 
Area Council was divided into 17 wards out of which six were reserved 
for women ( general ), and one for Scheduled Caste candidate. There 
were 14 wards in Athagarh Notified Area Council including 4 reserved 
for women (general ), one for Scheduled Caste woman and one for 
Scheduled Caste candidate. Jagatsinghapur Notified Area Coulcil was 
divided into 19 wards which included 5 for women ( general ), one for 
Scheduled Caste woman and two for Scheduled Caste candidates and 
Pattamundai Notified Area Council had .20 wards. including 5 for women 
( general ), two for Scheduled Caste women and three for Scheduled 
Caste candidates. 


There was no election for Paradeep Notified Area Council and it 
continued to be managed by a nominated board of Councillors. 


On the whole, out of 173 seats, 49 were reserved for women 
(general), 8 seats for Scheduled Caste women, one seat for Scheduled 
Tribe woman, 14 seats for Scheduled Caste candidates and two seats 
for Scheduled Tribe candidates. No election in one ward of the Jajpur 
Municipality could be held due to non- filing of nomination. Total 
number of voters of these local bodies was 4,24,917 out of which 
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2,41,824 exercised their franchise in this election. For the first time 
election was held on political party _ basis. The number of 
elected Councillors with their party position in different Municipalities 
and Notified Area Councils in the district was Janata—92, Congress— 
56, B.J.P.—4, C.P.I.—1, C.P.I. (M)—1 and Independent—18. 


Out of 9 elected Chairmen, six belonged to Janata Party, one to 
Congress and two were Independents. 


Again in accordance with the mandatory provision of the 
Constitution ( Seventy-fourth Amendment) Act, 1992, some major 
changes were effected inthe Orissa Municipal Act, 1950 by the Orissa 
Municipal Amendment Act 11 of 1994 under which the Chatrman and 
Vice-Chairman ( now renamed as Chairperson and Vice-Chairperson 
respectively ) shall be elected by the Councillors of Municipality/Noti- 
fied Area Council Committee from among the elected Councillors of the 


Municipality/N. A. C., as the case may be. It has also been provided 
that the offices of one of the two posts of Chairperson and Vice-Chairt- 


person shall be reserved for a woman. Further, seats for Councillors 
shall be reserved for backward classes of citizens, besides reservation 
for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes in proportion to the number 
of their population in the urban area from wards to be fixed by rota- 
tion, and one-third of such seats from among each category shall be 
reserved for women candidates. The Amendment Act also prcvides 
that the Finance Commisgsiun constituted by the Governor under Arti- 
cle 243-I of the Constitution ( Seventy-third ) Amendment Act, 1992, 
like the Finance Commission of India, shall review the financial posi- 
tion of the Municipalities and make recommendations to the Governor 
as to 


(a) the principles which should govern 

(i} the distribution between the State and the Municipalities 
of the net proceeds of taxes, etc. leviable by the state which 
may be divided between them and the allccation between 
the Municipalities of their respective shafes in such taxes, 
ctc. 


(ii) the determination of the taxes, duties, tolls and fees which 
may be assigned to or appropriated by the Municipalities, 


(ui) the grants-in-aid to the Municipalities from the consolida- 
dated Fund of the State 


(6) measures needed to improve their financial position 
(c) any other matter referred to it by the Governor in the 
interest of sound finance of the Municipality. 
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This Finance Commission shall also discharge similar functions 
with regard to financial condition of the Panchayats and other local 
bodies like Panchayat Samitis and Zilla Parishads. 


The Amendment Act also provides for appointment of an Election 
Commission to be appointed by the Governor under Article. 243-K 
of the Constitution (Seventy-third Amendment) Act, 1992 to conduct, 
control, direct and oversee the election of all local bodies in the Stzte 
including Municipalities, Zilla Parishads and Panchayat Samitie and 
Panchayats as in the case of Election Commission of the Government: 
of India. So far as Orissa is concerned, no Finance Commission has 
yet been constituted, but the Governor has already appointed a 
State Election Commissioner for conducting election to all local bodies 
in the state. 


The powers, authority and responsibilities of Municipalities have 
also been expanded under Article 243-W of the Constitution includ- 
ing those in relation to matters listed in the Twelfth Schedule of the 
Constitution. 


TOWN PLANNING 


Master plans have been prepared and enforced for the develop- 
ment of towns of Cuttack, Chaudwar, Paradeep, Jajpur Road, Jagat- 
singhapur, Banki, Jajpur and Athagarh under provisions of the Orissa 
Town Planning and Improvement Trust Act, 1956. In the beginning 
the master plan for Cuttack town was prepared by the Cuttack Town 
Planning Unit vide notification No. 10462-L.S.G.,dated the 30th December, 
1960. To enforce the provision of master plan the Greater Cuttack 
Regional Improvement Trust was constituted with effect from the 19th 
June, 1963. The said Trust published the final master plan of Cuttack 
town on the 20th June, 1967. The Orissa Town Planning and Improve- 
ment Trust Act was extended to Chaudwar master plan area vide 
Notification No. 10462-L.S.G., dated the 30th December, 1960 and 
No. 9102-U.D., dated the Ist May, 1970. Master plan of Chaudwar was 
published in notification No. 3576-G.C.LT., dated the 10th July, 1979. 


Consequent upon enforcement of the Orissa Development Autho- 
tities Act, 1982 in Cuttack town, Cuttack Development Authority 
was Constituted with effect from the Ist September, 1983. This authority 
has got jurisdiction over the master plan areas of Cuttack and Chaudwar 
urban areas including Bidanasi. 
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Master plan for the town of Paradeep has been prepared by the 
Town Planning Unit, Cuttack. A planning authority under the style 
of Special Planning Authority, Paradeep has been constituted for 
enforcement and execution of master Plan proposal in that area. The 
master plan of this town has been finally published by the Special 
Planning Authority in its notification No.72-P.S.P.A, dated the 2nd 
May, 1989. 

The Town Planning Unit, Cuttack has also prepared master plan 
for Jajpur Road town. This unit has been appointed as the Special 
Planning Authority to look after the planning of this town. The 
Master plan of Jajpur Road has been finally published by the Special 
Planning Authority in its notification No. 477-C.T.P.O.. dated the 
6th April, 1979. 


A master plan for Jagatsinghapur, town has been prepared by the 
Town Planning Unit, Cuttack. The Assistant Town Planner, Town 
Planning Unit, Cuttack has been appointed as the Special Planning 
Authority. The final master plan of this town has been prepared 
by the Special Planning Authority in its notification No. 274-J.S.P.A., 
dated 29th October, 1988. 


Master plan for Athagarh town was prepared by the Town 
Planning Unit, Dhenkanal. To enforce the provision of the master 
plan, the Special Planning Authority was constituted and the Assistant 
Town Planner, Town Planning Unit, Dhenkanal was appointed as the 
Special Planning Authority. The functioning of this Authority was 
subsequently transferred from Dhenkanal to Cuttack. At prcsent the 
Assistant Town Planner, Town Planning Unit, Cuttack has been 
appointed as the Special Planning Authority. The final master plan 
of Athagarh has been published under the provision of the Orissa 
Town Planning and Improvement Trust Act by the Special Planning 
Authority, Athagarh in its notification No. 77-S.P.A.A., dated the 4th 
November, 1991. 


The Town Planning Unit, Cuttack prepared the master plan of 
Banki when the provision of the Orissa Town Planning and Improvement 
Trust Act was extended over the said town, vide notification 
No. 53801-H.U.D, dated the 27th December, 1990. To enforce the 
master plan @ Special Planning Authority has been constituted since 
27th December, 1990. The draft master plan of this town has been 
prepared and approval of the same _ is awaited. 


The municipal area of Jajpur came under the provision of the 
Orissa Town Planning and Improvement Trust Act, vide notification 
No. 16842-H.U.D., dated the 10th April, 1992. The preparation of 
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master plan exercise has been assigned to the Town Planning Unt, 
Cuttack. The Executive Officer of the Jajpur Municipality has been appointed 
as the Special Planning Authority for this town. The Orissa Town 
Planning Improvement Trust Act, 1956 has not been extended to other 
towns of the district, 


Some data about town planning administration find mention in 
the chapter XIII (Other Departments). 


An area comprising 83 villages along Express Highway in between 
Jajpur Road and Sukinda has been identified for development of steel 
and other industries. The area will grow into an industrial urban 
complex and therefore Orissa Development Authorities Act, 1982 has 
been enforced over these villages and the area has been named as 
“Kalinga Nagar Development Area” which covers about 300 sq. km. 
A Development Avthority its likely to be constituted soon to take up 
various urban development activities inthis urban complex ina planned 
manner, 

DUDA 

An agency called District Urban Development Agency (DUDA) 
has been created with effect from 11th September, 1990 to act asa 
focal agency at the district level to co-ordinate the employment, 
training and skill upgradation activities of the Nehru Rozgar Yojana, 
provision of physical amenities under the scheme of Environmental 
Improvement of Urban Slums (EIUS) and provision of physical 
amentities under the scheme of Urban Basic Services for the Poor 
(UBSP) and low cost santitation and similar work as will be 
assigned by State Government from time to time. The District Urban 
Development Agencies will be affiliated to the appex body, State 
Urban Development Agency (SUDA). The Collector is the Chairman 
of the governing body of DUDA and Additional District Magistrate 
is the Project Director. The other members of the DUDA are M. P.s 
and M.L.A.s of the district, heads of the Central Co-operative Bank 
and of U. Co. Bank (the Lead Bank), Gencral Manager, District 
Industries Centre; Chief District Medical Officer, District Officer, 
Family Welfare; Regional District Officer for SC/ST Development 
Finance Corporation, District Welfare Officer, Executive Officers of 
Municipalities and Notified Area Councils, Chief Executive of Planning 
Authority and Circle Inspector of Schools. 


ZILLA PARISHAD 


With the Zilla Parishad Act, 1959, as amended in 1960 and 196f, 
coming into force, a Zilla Parishad was constituted for the district on 
the 26th January, 1961. This organization was an advisory body at 
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the district level to advise the Government on all developmental matters 
relating to the district. It was also entrusted with the task of approving 
the programmes and the budget of the Panchayat Samitis in the 
district and distributing amongst them funds received from the Government 
for expenditure on various developmental works. This institution, which 
was also supervising the activities of the Samitis at Community 
Development Block level, served as the apex of the three-tier system of 
democratic decentralization. 


The Zilla Parishad consisted of both official and non-official members. 
All district level officers connected with the developmental works of 
the district were included as official members. The Chairman of the 
Zilla Parishad was elected; by the non-official members to head 
the organization. The non-official members comprised, apart from the 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parishad, the Chairman of each 
Pancniyat Samiti, tha Chairm2n of the Municipalities and Notified 
Area Councils with a population of more than 20 thousand, and the 
President of the Central Co-operative Bank. Besides, there was a lady 
member elected by the non-official members. Members of the 
Legislative Assembly and the House of People whose constituency 
covered the whole or part of the district were entitled to participate in 
the meetings of the Parishad, but had no right to vote. 


The Zilla Parishad was abolished in the year 1968 as its working 
was not considered satisfactory. It was substituted by a District 
Advisory Council consisting of the members like Chairmen of all the 
Panchayat Samitis, Chairmen of Municipal Councils of the district, 
Presidents of the Central Co-operative Bank and Land Mortgage 
Bank, M. L. A-s and M.P.s (Lok Sabha) whose constituency covered 
the whole or part of the district and M. Ps (Rajya Sabha) whose 
place of residence was in the district, members of the District Develop- 
ment Committee and any representative of public as notified by the 
Government from time to time. The Collector of the district was 
the Member-Convenor. The District Advisory Council mainly advised 
the Government on the developmental works and other activities of the 
district referred to it from time to time. 


The District Ac superseded by a new Board 
styled as the District Board in Planning and 
Co-ordination Depa 16636, dated the 14th 
November, 1970. The new retained all the members of the 


superseded council. In addition, all Ministers, Deputy Ministers, 
Speaker and Deputy Speaker were entitled to nominate any person from 
their Constituencies in the district to represent them inthe Board. The 
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Collector of the district was the Chairman and the District Develop- 
ment Officer was the Member-Secretary of the Board. Apart from all 
the functions of the superseded Council, the Board was to help the 
district authorities in enlisting the participation of the people for 
implementation of schemes like growing of high yieiding varieties of 
crops, multicropping, use of fertilizers, water resources, manure, ete. 


The District Development Advisory Board was replaced by the 
District Development Board since 9th July, 974 with the 
District Collector as its Chairman. The members cf the new Board 
include the Members of the Lok Sabha and Members of the State 
Legislative Assembly whose constituencies cover a partor whole of 
the district, Members of the Rajya Sabha whose place of residence is in 
the district, Chairmen of all the urban local bodies of the district, 
Chairmen of all the Panchayat Samitis, Presidents of the Central 
Co-operative Bank and the Land Mortgage Bank in the district, members 
of the District Development Committee and any representative 
of the public as may be notified by the Government from time to 
time. A nominee of the Orissa Khadi and Village Industries Board 
is also included as a member, apart from the nominees to represent 


the Ministers, Deputy Ministers, Speaker, Deputy Speaker and Members 
of the Parliament. 


The District Development Board was to advise the Government in the 
formulation of development programmes at the district level, review 
the progress of the developmental activities and suggest measures for 
the expeditious implementation of various programmes and assis 
the district authorities in securing people’s participation in the 
implementation of the local development works. 


A District Planning Board was zlso constituted to prepare plane for 


development of the District in P. & C. Department Resolution 
No, 17070, dt. 31.8.1990, 


But, both the District | Development Board and the 
District Planning Board were superseded in P. & C. Resolution 
No, 24336, dt. 21.12.1991 andin its place a District Planning and 
Development Board was constituted for each district by amalgamating 
the District Development Board and the District Planning Board. This 
Board functions as the apex b dy for advising and guiding the plan 
formulation and securing the participation of the public in plan formu- 
lation and also in execution and monitoring of development progr’- 
mmes, A designated Minister is the Chairman, a nceminated M.P., 
Pro-Chairm: on, R.D.C. of the divisien, Vice-Chairman and Collector 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


746 CUTTACR. 


Ca-Vice Chairman. The Members of the Legislative Assembly, Mem. 
bers of the Rajya Sabha, Chairperson of the Panchayat Samitis, Urban 
Local Bodics, two experts in the field of Agriculture/Industry/Irrigatian/ 
Economic, cic. and one representative of the voluntary organization to 
be nominated by the Chairman and any representative of the public toe 
be nominated by the Government are the members. Chief Planning and 
Development Officer cf the district te the Member-Secretary. 


To revive the Zilla Parishad, the State Legislative Assembly has passed 
the Orissa Zilla Parisad Act, 1991 which has come into force with effect 
from November 1, 1993. The salient features of the Act are as follows: 


(1) Each Panchayat Samiti shall elect two persons on the basis of 
adult suffrage as members of the Zilla Parishad. 


(2} There shall be reservation of seats for Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe members on the basis of proportion of their population 
to the total population of the district. 


(3) One-third of the seats shall be reserved for women members 
including Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe women. 

(4) The President and Vice-President of the Zilla Parishad shal 
be elected from among the members. 


(5) All Chairmen of the Panchayat Samitis of the district shall be 
ex-officio members of the Zilla Parishad. 


(6) All the Members of the Legislative Assembly and Parliament 
belonging to the district shall be members of the Zilla Parishad. 

(7) Chairmen of “the Municipalities and Notified Area Councils 
and Co-operative Banks shall be ex-officio members. 


(8) District-level Offlcers of Health, Education, Public Health, 
Agriculture, Forest, Welfare, Works and Co-operative Departments shall 
be ex-officia members. 


(9) Collector of the district shall be the Chief Executive Officer of 
the Parishad. 


(10) The tenure of the Parishad shall be five years from its first 
meeting. 


(11) Candidates contesting election to this Parishad are allowed to 
usc their party symbol. 


The Zilla Parishad has not yet been formed in any district of 
the state. 
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PANCHAYAT SAMITIS 


Panchayat Samitis, the second tier in democratic decentralization, 
were established throughout the state in accordance with the provisions 
of the Orissa Panchayat Samiti Act, 1959. In the district of Cuttack 
the Samitis were constituted on the 26th January, 1961. At present 
there are 41 such Samitis in the district. Each Panchayat Samiti 
is divided into a number of Gram Panchayats and is coterminous 
in area with the Block administration created by the Government in 
the Community Development (at present Panchayati Raj) Department. 
Before the amendment of the Orissa Panchayat Samitis Act, 1959 tn 
1991 and 1992. each Panchayat Samiti constituted of both official and 
non-official members. The official membe:s were Block Development 
Oiicers and otha officers of various departments of the State Govern- 
ment, ordinarily stationed at Block level. The non-official members 
included the Sarpanchs of the Gram Panchayats within the jurisdi- 
ction of the concerned Blocks. Women, Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes were given due representation in the Samitis. The Chairman of 
the Panchayat Samiti was directly elected by the Panchayat Samiti 
members and Sarpanchs. The non-official members, who were elected 
for three years, elected Vice-Chairman from among themselves. 


After the amendment of the above Act in 1991 and 1992 the 
element of direct election of Panchayat Samiti members was introduced. 


The salient features of the amended Act are as follows : 


(a) Any person qualified to be a member of a Gram Panchayat 
is eligible to contest to become a member of a Panchayat 
Samiti. 


(b) Reservation of seats for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes proportionate to their population has been made. 


(c) One-third of the total seats has been reserved for women 
members including Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
women. 


(d) Sarpanchs of respective Gram Panchayats within the 
jurisdiction of a Panchayat Samiti are included as ex-officio 
members of Panchayat Samiti, 


(ce) The Chairman and Vice-Chairman (of whom one must be 
a woman) of the Panchayat Samiti are to be elected by the 
elected members of the Panchayat Samiti from among 
themselves. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


748 CUTTACK 


(f) The tenure of Panchayat Samiti is fixed for five years and 
in case of supersession or dissolution provision has been 


made to hold election within six months. 

(g) The financial position of Panchayat Samiti is to be reviewed 
by a State Finance Commission to be constituted under 
section 100 (A) of the Orissa Gram Panchayat Act, 1964. 


Elections to Panchayat Samitis have been held since its inceptions, 
except the intervening period during supersessionin 1974, 1983, and 
1988 to 1991. During this period, the Sub-Collectors remained in charge 
of the Panchayat Samitis. In June 1992, election for all the 4! 
Panchayat Samitis was held along with the Gram Panchayats, Each 
of the Panchayat Samitis is functioning under an elected Chairman 


now. 
The planning, execution and supervision of all developmental 

programmes in the Community Development Blocks are done by the 
respective Panchayat Samitis. Jt also looks after primary education, 
management of trusts and endowments which the Government may 
entrust to it and registration of births and deaths. It supervises the 
work of the Gram Panchayats within its jurisdiction. The Block 
Development Officer is the executive officer of the Panchayat Samiti 
with a group of Extension Officers attached to him for effective execution 
of different developmeatal programmes. The Panchayat Samitis mostly 
depend upon grants-in-aid given from Government, share in cess grants, 
Kendu leaf grants, allotment for salaries, etc. 
GRAM?! PANCHAYATS 

The Directive Principles of the State Policy in Article 40 of the 
Constitution provides thit the state shall take steps to organize village 
Panchayats and endow them with such powers as may be necessary to 
enable them to function as units of self-Government. 


Gram Panchayat, the primary unit in the democratic decentralization, 
were established on experimental basis in some of the rural areas 
of the district on introduction of the Orissa Gram Panchayat Act, 1948 
to establish and develop local self-Government. The Gram Panchayats 
were constituted with a group of villages or Grams which were divided 
into wards. Ward members were directly elected. In the beginning 
Sarpanch was elected from among the ward members and subsequently 
directely elected by the people. Naib-Sarpanch was elected from among 
the ward members. The tenure of the Panchayats was for three years 
in the beginning but subsequently enhanced to five years. Gram Pancha- 
yats were mainly looking after functions relating to local devzlopment 
and management of properties transferred to them. In 1948, there were 


248 Gram Panchayats in the district. 
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The Act of 1948 was replaced by the Orissa Gram Panchayat Act, 
1964 (Act lof 1965). This was necessitated in orderto bring Gram 
Panchayats into the fold of the Panchayati Raj system and make them 
an integral part of the three-tier system. 


In the year 1991, amendments were made to the Orissa Gram 
Panchayat Act, 1964 to provide proportionate representations to Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe members from ward level and reservation 
of One-third seats for women members including one-third Schedule 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe women. In the year 1992, the Act was 
further amended to provide reservation of one of the poSts i. e. Sarpanch 
or Naib-Sarpanch for women. Thus Orissa became the first state 
in India to make provisions fcr reservation of seats for elective 
functionaries in the local] institutions at village level in favour cf weaker 
sections of the society (Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and women) 
even before enforcement of the Constitution (Seventy-third) Amendment 
Act, 1992 providing for compulsory statutory prcvision for sUch 
reservation in State laws enacted for Panchayati Raj administration. 


There were 66 Gram Panchayats in 1951-52. The last reorganization 
of Gram Panchayats in the district was done in 1992. The number has 
increased from time to time, as indicated below. 


TS 8 ED 


ee 


Year Number Number Number Population 
of of of 
villages Gram Wards 
(inhabited) Panchayats 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1961-62 - 6,036 400 N.A. 2,556,877 
1966-67 si 6,036 596 N.A. 4 
1983-84 a 6,036 689 12,798 3,522,055 


(Election held for 
10,580 Wards) 


April 1992, 6,036 890 14,786 5,503,307 
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Election to Gram Panchayats started during fifties of this century. 
Since sixties, Gram Panchayat elections were held in 1961, 1967, 
1970, 1975, 1984 and 1992. In the last two elections, as per the pro- 
visions of the Gram Panchayat Act, 1964, the following was the 
representation of persons belonging to the categories of general, 
Scheduled Castes, Scheduled Tribes and women ward members. No 
election was held in two Gram Panchayats of the district in April 





1992. | 
Category Year 
SS 
1984 1992 
General ie 9,693 11,691 
Scheduled Castes bi 2,746 2,651 
Scheduled Tribes ee 419 422 
Women es 18 4,994 





At present, each Gram Panchayat comprising one or more thao 
one villages with a population of 2,000 to 10,000 is divided into a 
number of wards. 

In 1984, there were 658 Sarpanchs elected from general categories 
whereas number of Scheduled Castes, Schedued Tribes and women 
Sarpanchs were 22, 8 and 1 respectively. The Sarpanch, who Is 
elected directly by the people, is the executive head of the Gram 
Panchayat. He presides over the meetings of his Gram Panchayat, 
represents in Panchayat Samiti meetings and executes dev.lopmental 
works. The Naib-Sarpanch is elected from among the ward members. 


The Gram Panchayats continue to function as the representative 
body for implementation of developmental works through mobilization 
of man-power in rural areas under the guidance and supervision of 
the Panchayat Samitis. Such functions of Gram Panchayats include 
Samiti Hats, maintenance of village roads, providing drinking-water, 
distribution of grants-in-aid to schoois, providing village street lights, 
management of ferry ghats, cattle pounds and weekly markets and 
pisciculture in transferred tanks. New dimensions has been added 
to the functioning of Gram Panchayats by entrusting supervision 
over feeding programmes, Public Distribution System (PDS), family 
planning, social forestry, retail centres and pasture development, 
to better utilise the idle rural labour force and to prove meaningful 
employment to agricultural labourers inthe lean season and execution 
of works under Jawahar Rozgar Yojana. 
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Gram Panchayat, being the vital link of developmental adminis- 


tration with the people, has its own sources of income. 
consist of income from taxes, vehicle registration fees, 
pounds, tanks, orchards, 
transferred to it for management. 


markets, income from 
forest, ferries and ghats, etc. 


The table below indicates its income from most of the 


sources for 1987-88 


List of properties 


(1) 
. Markets 


saad 


2. Tanks 


3. Ferry ghats 


4, Weils 


7) 


. Orchards 


6. Wasteland 


7. Forests 


Coo 


» Grain Golla 
9. Dwellings 
10. Cattle pounds 
i1. Licence fees 
. Street lights 


13. Slaughter Houses 
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and 1988-89. 


Year 


1988-89 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1987-88 
1988-89 
ms 1987-88 
1988-89 
1987-88 
1988-89 
ms 1987-88 
1988-89 


1987-88 
1988-89 
Cr 1987-88 
1988-89 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1987-85 
1988-89 
1987- 88 
1988-89 
1987-88 
1988-89 
1987-88 
1988-89 





The funds 
rent from 
wasteland, 


above 
Number Income 
(in Rupees) 
(3) (4) 
175 16,97,757°00 
172 16,35,860°00 
6,161 12,58,970°00 
6,162 11,33,478°00 
228 4,94,410°00 
231 4,28,170°00 
4,386 ‘ee 
892 2,49,713°00 
892 2,20,591°00 
Ac. 109°00 28,116°00 
Ac. 109°34 6,724°00 
Ac, 3 
113 ae 
30 
571 47,900°00 
571 48,852°00 
3,80,373°00 
3,62,602°00 
23,483°00 
ies {2,894°00 
ps 2,481°00 
- 1,397°00 
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As many of the Gram Panchayats donot possess the sources 
of income even to pay their own staff or toundertake repairs of roads 
or drinking-water wells, Government come to their help in providing 
generous grants-in-aid. This apart, as perthe provisions ofthe Orissa 
Cess Act, 1962 and Orissa Kendu Leaf (Control of Trade) Act, 
1961 the State Government distribute shares in cess and Kendu Leaf 
grants from year to year tothe Gram Panchayats. 


The expenditure incurred by the Gram Panchayats include mainly 
money spent on construction and maintenance of roads and buildings, 
education, village sanitation, pisciculture, repairs of wells and tanks — 
and other gainful schemes and paying of staff and other contingent 


expenses. 


The annual incomes of Gram Panchayats of the district 
from 1988-89, 1989-90 and 1990-91 were Rs. 35°42 lakhs, Rs. 36°08 lakhs 


and Rs. 22°54 lakhs respectively. 


A list of Panchayat Samiti-wise Gram Panchayats of the district 
is given in appendix I. 
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APPENDIX [I 
~ District Name of the a Name of the 
Blocks Gram Panchayats 
(1) (2) (3) 
Cuttack Athagarh Badabhuin,  Chhagan, Dhalpur, 
Dhurusia, Dorado, Gobara, 


Gurudijhatia, Ichhapur, Jenapada- 
desh, Joranda, Kandarpur, Katakia- 
sahi, Khuntakata, Khuntuni, 
Kondaroi, Kulail, Kumarpur, 
Mancheswar, Meghna, Moha- 


kalabasta, Oranda, Radha- 
Kishorepur, Rajnagar, Samsarpur, 
Tarding. 

Aul Areikana, Argat, Atla, Badambila, 


Balakati, Batipada, § Bhainpur, 
Demala, Desahi, Dimiripal, Era- 
dang, Gobindpur, Juania, 
Kalaspur, Ketuapal, Koladiha, 
Manikapatna, Manu, Mendhapur, 
Narendrapur, Niala, Nuapara, 
Padinipal, Palimi, Patrapur, 
Sahira, Sanamanga, Sansindha, 
Singiri, Tunga. 


Balikuda Adhanga, Alavar, Alabola, Apandara, 
Bodagan, Baharana, Balikuda, 
Baramundali, Borikina, Garama, 
Ichhapur, Kalo, Khalagan, 
Krushnadaspur, Kusupur, Mach- 
hagan, Mulugan, Naharana, 
Osakana, Rahana, Sangrampur, 
Tandikula, Thailo,  Titira. 


Banki Anuary, Baidyeshwar, Balabhadrapur, 
Bandalo, Baraput, Berhampura, 
Gobindpur, Jagannathpur, Kala- 
pathara, Kalipoi Kantapahara, 
Kiapalia, Naragang, Osta, Puincha. 


Banki-Damaparha = Badabarisingh (Sanabarisingh), 
Badakamabiko, Baliapala, Bana- 
malipur, Bangitisingha, Badamba- 
garh, Dasarathipur, Gadapikhart 
(Champeidwar), Gopapur. Gopa- 
mathura, Gopinathpur, Kankada- 
jodi, Karadibandha, Kasikiari, 
Khuntakata, Kohimanpur, Krush- 
nachandrapur, Mahilia, Mania- 
bandha, Mugagshira, Parajapada 
(Ichhapur), Ragadiapade, Ratapat, 
Sakham2h, Tudumu, 


er Oe 9 ee ee 


Se 


See ec ye 
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Name of the Name of the 
Blocks Gram Panchayats 


(1) (2) (3) 


Baranga Belagachhia, Harianta, Khalarda, 
Korakara, Kurangapadhan, Kurun- 
ngasasan, Madhupur, Nagari, 
Narajmarthapur, Ramdaspur, 
Sadhapatna, Sainso, Usuma. 

Barachana Anaka, Arakhapur, Badabalikuda, 
Badaghumuri, Balichandrapur, 
Bandalo, Bantala, §Barachana, 
Bharatpur, Bikramtirana, Bain, 
Chamapur, Chandital, Chhatia, 
Darpan, Gopalpur, Tharinangal, 
Kaimatia, Kalangiri, §Kundal, 
Majhipara, Manduka, Nalipur, 
Paria, Radhadeipur, Raipur, 
Salapada, Samia, Saudia, Siha, 
Sunguda. 

Bari Alipur, Amathapur, Angalo, Anysput 
(Angesipur), Arangabad, Atira, 
Bainsiria, Balia, Balibili, Bari, 
Bhanara, Boudua, Dharapur, Gamu, 
Golakunda, Isanpur, Kimbhiriapal, 
Madhusudanpur, Mandari, Moha- 
kalpada, Namp, Rampur, 
Ratalang’ Ratnagiri, Sahupada, 
Serapur, Swain,.-K handa (Jompar). 


Binjharpur Arei, Aunri, Bangara, Barapada, 
Binjharpur, Chandrama, Chikana, 
Fatepur, § Guhali, Haladidiha 
(Falapur), Jari,Kalyan (Raghunath- 
pur), Kalyanpur, Kapila, Mansara, 
Oleichandanpur, Pritipur, Ranapur, 








District 





Singhpur, Tina, Uttangara, 
Uttarkula. 

Biridi Adhangagarh, Alando, Arana, Arilo, 
Badakhandeita, Bagalpur, 


Barada, Baredia, Basundhara, 
Batimara, Dharina, Gopinathpur, 
Hajipur, Jasapada, Kishorenagar, 
Kulakaijanga, Manguli, Puranga, 
Sankhapur, Somapur, Tarito, 
Uttarsasan. 


Cuttack Sadar Alatpur, Amana, Bentakar, Dadhi- 
babanpur, Fakirpada, Gatirout- 
patna, Gopalpur,  Kachasamal. 
Kandarpur, Kalapada, Khandeita 
Kulasarichuan, Nimaisapur, 
Paramhansa, Pratapnagarl, 
Subhadrapur, Ural. 


——e eT 
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District Name of the Name of the 
Blocks Gram Panchayats 
(1) (2) —@ 
Danagadi Bangarkota, Baulakana, § Chandia, 


Chitri, Dhuligarh, Gobardhanpur, 
Jakhapara, Kijhar, Kumbtragadia, 
Manatiri, §Nadiabhanga, Ola}, 
Ostapal, Pankapal, Rachhipur, 
Rangundi, Ranipada, Salijanga, 
Trijanga, Uchabali. 

Dasarathpur Akharapada, Bihari, Bisipada, 
Champeipal, Chasakhando, 
Chanchina, Chital, Dasarathpur, 
Duduranta, Duttapur, Gopaipur, 
Gramanandipur, Kanikapada, 
Kasapa, Katikata, Kumardihi, 
Mallikapur, Mangalapur, Nizam- 


pur, Palatapur, Taliha, Thakukudi, 


Derabis Barimula, Basupur, Chandol, Chatra 
Chakada, Chhoti, Golarhat, 
Danpur, Endara, Indalo, Janarae 
barimul, Kaupada, Kurujanga, 
Kusiapal, Laxminarayanapur, 
Mangalpur, Narasinghpur, 
Nahanga,  Pallei, Raghudeipur, 
Ratadiakhandasahi. 


Dharmashala Abhayapur,  Arabala, Areikana, 
Aruna, Chakradharpur, § Chor- 
munan, Dioda, Endaba (Malzhaf), 
Hadakaima, Haridaspur, Jaraka, 
Jenapur, Kabatabandha, Kanti- 
gadia, Kotapur, Madhupurgarh, 
Madhusudanpur, Mainsara, 
Maryadapur, Mirzapur, Neulapur, 
Patapur, Paturia, Puruna ba ulae 
mala, Ramagarh, Rehadeipur, 
Sahanidiha, Talajunga, Thanuai, 
Uttarpratap. 


Sh Nea = ae RR ee SE ee ee Tee 


eee... 
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District Name of the Name of the 
Blocks Gram Panchayats 
(1) (2) (3) 
Erasama .- Ambaki, Baleipur, Balitutha, 


Bhitorandhari, Chhatua, Dhinkia, 
Erasama, Gadaharishpur, Gada- 
kujang, Goda, Godabishnupur, 
Janakadeipur, Japa, __Jiralia, 
Krushnachandrapur, Kunjakotni, 
Nardia, Nuadihi, Nuagan, Padia, 
Padmapur, Patikanta, Pokhariapada. 
Somepur. 


Garadpur .» Badatetera, Bedari, Bangalpur, Bantala, 
Bhagabanpur, Garadpur, Kalabuda, 
Nadiabarei, Pakhada, Patkura, Sana 
Adhanga, Talakusuma, Tendakura, 
Tikanpur. 


jJagatsinghapur .. Alipingala, Anla, Balarampur, Dhara- 
dharpur, Jakotia, Jasobantapur, 
Kaduapara, Kantilo, Madhusudan- 
pur Sasan, Mandasahi, Mudupur, 
Odiso, Palasol, Palli, Patnigan, 
Piteipur, Punanga, Rambhadeipur, 
Sabhamul, Salikanga, Samanga. 
Sanpur, Singharpur, Taradapada. 
Tumba Andeisahi. 


Jajpur .. Badasuar, Basudevpur, Berud, Bhu- 
baneswarpur, Bhuinpur, Bichitra- 
pur, Chainipur, Chhatisadebil, 
Erbanka, Jahanpur, Jhalapada, 
Kanasa, Khatrabad, Maneswarpur, 
Malandapur, Markandapur, Natha- 
sahi, § Rudrapur, Sanaspur; 
Sanasuar, Sandespur,  Simulia. 
Sujanpur, Uparbaruan. 
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District Name of the Name of the 
Blocks Gram Pancha yate 
() (2) (3) 
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Kantapara .. Adaspur, Bagalpur, Badapatsundar- 
pur, Brahmeansailo, Gobindpur, 
Jharpada, Kantapara, Nahalpur, 
Postal, Uradha, Uttairan. 


Kendraparha .. Ayaba Bagda, Baro, Bhagabatpur, 
Bharatpur, Chakroda, Chandanpur, 
Dhola, Dhumat, Gangapada, 
Ghagra, Gulunagar Indu pur, 
Jamadhar, Kalapada, Kanasar, 
Kapileswar, Kora, Kuturanga, 
Nikirai, Ostapur, Palasingha, 
PuruSottampur, Sanamantia, Shyam- 
sundarpur. 

Korei ~ Amrutia, Ashanjhar, Baiburuan, 
Bandalo, Barundei, Dhaneswar, 
Goleipur, Gourepur, Janara, 
Kantara, Khamana, Mukundapur, 
Mulapala, Pachhikota, Panikoul, 
Ranapur, Sadakpur, Taharpur, 
Talagada, Tulatr. 

Kujang .. Badabalikoni. Bagadia, Bagoi, Baba, 
Bhutumunda!, Biswali, Gandikipur, 
Garet, Gopiakuda, Gorada, Han- 
sura, Jilanashi, Katnakota, Kujang, 
Mailasani, Mangarajpur, Nuagan, 
Pandua, Pankapal, Paradeepgarh, 
Patapur, Sailo, Talapada. 

Mahakalparha .. Alailo, Ameipal, Badukula, Badihy, 
Baliapal, Bardanga, Barkandla, 
Batighar, Baulakani, Biyoyanagar, 
Deulapara, Gogua, Jadupur, 
Jambu, Karanjua, Kharinas, 
Khurusia, Mahakalparha. Mangal- 
pur, Patalipanka, Rajagarh, Rama. 
nagar, Suniti, Teragan, Tikar- 
panga, Tikhiri. 


wR eam ce og 
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District Name of the Blocks Name of the Gram Panchayats 
(1) (2) 8) 
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Mahanga Basudevpur, : Bhadreswar, Bhaunria, 
Ghahapadha, Gopalpur, Gotara, 
Haladia, Kaitha, Kuhunda, Kundi, 
Kusupur, Lalitagiri, Mahupur, 
Mahanga, Mauda, Mulabasanta, 
Napanga, Nurtanga, Osanga, 
Padmarai, Paikarapur, Palisahi, 
Rahania, Samsarpur, Srikrishnapur, 
Imar, 


Marshaghai Akhuadakhini, Altipur, Anguiai, 
Antei, Bacharai, Batira, Dashipur, 
Dumuka, Garajanga, Jalapok, 
_Jamapara, Karilopatna, Kuhudi, 
Manikunda, MarshaShai, Mohendi- 
nagar, Parakula, Raghabpur, 
Silipur, Talasanga. 


Narasinghapur Alara, Badahuin, Balijhari, Balisahi, 
Bandhahuda. Basantapur, Base- 
lihata, Champeswar, Debabhin, 
Ekdal, Godibandha, Judumu, 
Kamaladihi, Kanpur, Kokalaba, 
Nikhapada, Bimasahi, Nizgarh, 
Narasinghapur, Nuapatna, Olaba, 
Paikabarabati, Regeda, Rusipada, 
Sagar, Sardhaput,  Siaria. 


Niali | Anlo, Baharana, Bilasuni, Binishipu', 
. Erancha, Kapasi, Kasarda, 

.. Krushnaprasad, Madhab, Niall, 

Nuagan, Pahanga,  Potharigav, 

Raniola, Sagadeilo, Sansa, Sithalo. 
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District Name of the Blocks Name of the Gram Panchayats 
(1) (2) G) 
Nischintkoili Asureswar, Bahalo, Balipada, Khan- 


dasahi, Bandhakatia, Fogal, 
Janardanpur, Jamara, Jignipur, 
Kalamisri, Kantalo (Kulasukar- 
pada), Kendupatna, Naiguan, 
Dandapur, Nagespur, Narendra- 
pur, Nemalo, Nischintkoilt, 
Orati, Ramakrishnapur (Natakai), 
Santapur, Sukarpara, Tarot Sasan. 


Nuagan Alana, Bachhalo, Doriki, Gajarajpur, 
Galadari, Ghodansa, Jamugan, 
Korua, Nuagan, Osakana, 


Rahia, Sikhar, Tiruna. 


Pattamundai Andhara, Alipur, Amrutamanohi, 
Aradapalli, Bachhora, Badamul- 
basant, | Badapara, Balikana, 
Balipatna, — Beluria, Chandan 
Nagar, Damarpur, Diapara, Dosia, 
G angarampur, Khedianta, Khanata, 
Narsinghpur, Nilakenthapur, Oupa- 
da, Penthapal, Sanajharia, Sansar- 
phal, Sasan Shrirampur, Taradipal. 


Raghunathpur Adheikula, Babujanga, _ Barasole, 
Bidyadharpur, Bodhapur, Chhapada, 
Gualipur, Isenibarhampur, Jagan- 
nathpur, Manapur, Manijanga, 
Praharajpur, Purunabasanta, 
Radhanga, Raghunathpur, Redhua, 
Salijanga (Chikinia), Sirlo, Tarik- 
unda, Tarpur, Uttarkul. 


a 
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District Name of the Biccke Name of the Gram Panchayats 
(1) (2} (3) 
Rajkanika Andulpur, Baghabuda,  Baradia, 


Barahdomonda, Baruna, Barunadia, 
Bharigada, Charpada, Hatasahi, 
Jagulaipada, §§ Jayanagar, Kanta- 
bania, Kantapada, Koilipur, Nahuri, 
Nantora, Nehuri, Deulatara, 
Olavara, Padhanpada, Panasaganda, 
Parinuapada, Siko, Siopada, Taras, 
Trailokyapur. 


Rajnagar Balisahipatna, Bandhapada, Bram- 
hansahi, Chandibaunsamul, Dora, 
Dengamal, Gupti, Iswarpur,Kandira, 
Koilipur, Kurunti, Mahulia, Ostia, 
Rajnagar, Rangani, Sanabada 
Gopalpur, Satabhaya, Talachua. 


Rasulpur Arthanga, Atalpur, | Badakinchi, 
Bahabalpur, Bandadihi, Barabatt, 
Bhotak, Brahmabarada, Gandhana, 
Jabara, Kahamba, Kalana, Laxmi- 
nagar, Mangarajpur, Mugapal, 
Narasinghapur, Nathuabara, Odiso, 
Pahanga, Prathamakhandi, Rajendr- 
apur, Rasulpur, Routrapur, Sat- 
tarapur, Singhpur,  Sribantapur. 


Salepur Bahugram, Berigola, Bhimadaspur, 
Champati (Gopinathpur), Chandra- 
deipur, Chanipur, Gopinafhpur, 
Madhyakachha, Mahajanpur, 
Malasasan, Mirjapur, Mutarifa, 
Naiguan, Nandalo, Mohan, 
Odasingh, Pikol, Raisunguda, 
Rameswar, Ramkrishnapur, Sauri, 


Sisua, Tentul. 
eee eee 
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Name «f the Gram Panchayats 


(3) 


Ampalaba (Kharadi), Atala, Bara- 


gadia, Bartanda, § Chingudipal, 
Duburi, Dudhajori, Gobarghati, 
Haripur, Hatipari, Kanas, Kanka - 
dapal, Kausol, Kharadi, Kuhika, 
Lembo, Pingal, Sansailo, Saranga- 
pur, Sukindagarh. 


Agarhat, Badasamantarapur, Bhati- 


munda, Brahmapur, Garudagan, 
Gobindpur, Harianta, Indrani- 
patna, Jaripada, Kakhadi, Kanhet- 
pur, Kayalpada, Kotasahi, Man- 
garajpur, |§ Nakhara, Napanga, 
Safa, Salagan, Sankarpur, Ucha- 


pada. 


Achalkote, Badanauput, Bindhnima, 


Bhiruda, Gadadharpur, Jemadeci- 
pur, Nizgarh, Nuapatna, Pachagan, 
Puruna,  Tigiria. 


Arilo, Badhei, Birtol, Bisanpur, 


Dainlo, Garama, Gopalpur, Gopal- 
pur (Sankaleswar, Badajingal), 
Gobindpur, Ibirisingh, Jagannath- 
pur, Kanakput, Kanimula, Katara, 
Kolar, Krushnanandapur, Malasingh, 
Manijana, Pandra, Patilo, Porgadcei, 
Samantarapur, Tarjanga, Tirtol, 
Tulanga. 


ee ues a 
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CHAPTER XV 
EDUCATION AND CULTURE 


The region, now forming the district of Cuttack, has been known for 
its centres of learning since distant past. Remains of Buddhist establish- 
ments found at Lalitagiri, Ratnagiri and Udayagiri in the Cuttack district 
have proved it to be one of the leading Buddhist complexes in the entire 
length and breadth ofthe country in ancient times. These establishments 
witnessed a remarkable growth in religion, art, architecture and played 
a significant role in disseminating Buddhist religion and culture by forming 
itself, like Nalanda, a leading religious and philosophical centre to which 
flocked scholars and students to take lessons from the intellectual stalwarts 
of Buddhism. It is said that Buddist scholar Tissala, after spending 
fourteen years in Nalanda, came to Ratnagiri for further study which 
proved its importance at that time as a centre of Buddhist learning. 


While Buddhistic remains of the Asia range of hills give a definite 
clue to the emergence of Buddhism under the Bhaumakara dynasty, 
Jajpur, once afamous Buddhist centre, became the prominent centre of 
Saivism during the Somavamsi dynasty. During a critical juncture of 
Indian history when the civilization of the north fell a victim to the 
ravages of Islam, Orissa could protect itself from the holocaust and 
played a vital role in upkeeping Hindu religion, art, architecture for 
quite a long time. 


The city of Cuttack, formerly known as Abhinab Varanasi Kataka, 
is intimately associated with the history, culture and politics of Orissa 
and the now ruined magnificent fort of Barabati, the last greatest 
citadel of the illustrious monarchs of Orissa was the theatre 
of political, civil and military administration through centuries. 
The seat of administration of the vast Orissan empire occupied the highest 
rank among theinnumerable forts spread fromthe Ganges in the north 
to the Godavari in the south. Illustrious dynasties ruled Orissa 
successfully for centuries with their capital at Cuttack. They united Orissa 
politically and culturally into one kingdom which facilitated the growth 
of a homogeneous culture and language. It is now an established fact 
that this empire had a long temple and fort building tradition and the 
temple of Jagannath at Puri, the Sun temple at Konark and the Lingara) 
and Raja Rani temples of Bhubaneshwar and myriads of other smaller 
temples bacame centres of cultural unification of Orissa. Since time 
immemorial the shrine of Jagannath at Puri has assumed an all-India 
character and thus has became a great centre of cultural fusion 


among the Oriya people. 
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and poetry and embelished their courts with scholars sid pocis seca 
distinction. The Ekavali, an excellent literary work composed by Narasi- 
mhadeva’s court poct Vidyadhara and the Mahabharata, written by 
' Sarala Das during Kapilendradeva’s reign are still considered great 
" hall-emarks of literature. Gajapati Prataparudradeva, author of two 
_ Dharmasastra treatises viz., Sarasvativilasa and Pratapamarttanda, depicts 


"the law ofproperty pertaining to the Mitakshara School of Hindu Law and 
" the socio-religious trend ofthe people of the time in those two works with 
great authority. There were great’ scholars like Narahari Tirtha, 
* Sambhukara Bajapeyi, Kavidindima Jivadeva Acharya and Pandit 


Godavara Mishra and their literary works enriched the Sanskrit literature 
ofthe time and greatly influenced the literary works of the future generation. 


A host of great savants and religious leaders like Shri Chaitanya, 
Nanak and Mahima Swami came to Cuttack for propagation of their 
cult and enriched the religious and cultural ethos of Orissa. 
The mathas and monasteries of those times were great centres of 
learning. The Sanskrit ftols maintained by many of the mathas 
imparted education to students in Sanskrit and religious scriptures. 


The benevolent Oriya kingsfounded many sasanas and endowed 
the Brahmins and learned men with rent-free lands and other facilities 
to enable them to pursue scholastic and religious activities undisturbed, as 
a result of which many scholars and poets flourished during that period. 
These scholastic activities influenced and moulded the social, cultural 
and religious life of the Oriyas for generations. 


Considering its rich cultural tradition, the district of Cuttack had 
not made much headway inthe field of education in later years. The 
usual type of educational institution in ancient times in the country was 
the domestic school known as Gurukul: or the home of the teacher with 
whom the pupils came to live as members of his family. This was also 
the case in respect of Cuttack district. Some native rulers, landlords, 
rich persons had patronised Sanskrit studies because the Vedas, 
Brahmasutra and Puranas known as books of wisdom were written in 
Sanskrit. Later the chatasalis were the centres of education where the 
teachers known as Abadhanas with no systematic training taught the 
pupils inthe traditional way. Theytaught the alphabets, repeated the 
multiplication tables called ‘Panikias’, practised addition, subtsaction, 
Multiplication, division, etc. The pupils also learnt writing on palmleaf 
with the help of an iron stylus. Some of the Mathas in the district 
Maintained Sanskrit tols where education was imparted tothe students, 
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Education was limited to afew boys of higher castes. Writing of 
Pothis was the monopoly of the Brahmins and other higher castes. 
There was no facility for science education. There was no importance of 
education ‘in social, political and economic life of the people. For 
administrative purpose a little knowledge of education was considered 
sufficient. However, the percentage of literacy inthis region was higher 
in comparison to most part of the country due to the influence of the 
two famous Oriya scriptures, The, Mahabharat and The Bhagabata. At one 
time, people were learning letters mainly to read The Bhagabata. 


Towards the end of the 18th century, there was a fairly wide network 
of indigenous educational iastitutions inthe district. Like the fols or 
Pathasalas, there were Madrasas for Muslim children. The Hindu 
schools were mostly attended by boys of higher castes. Sending girls to 
the school was a socialtaboo. The Muslim schools were usuallly attached 
to the mosques. Along with the boys, a few girls of tender age also 
attended the Madrasas. Girls of rich families were often educated at home. 


Beginning of Western Education 

When the British acquired Orissa in 1803, there were scarcely a 
single Oriya as Government employee. “The language of the courts and 
public offices was Persian, and it was not till 1805 that orders were 
passed that in all written communication with the natives of the 
province the subject should be written in Oriya as well as in Persian. 
This order necessitated the employment of Oriya muharrirs, who though 
skilful enough with their tron pen and bundle of palm leaves, were 
almost helpless when required to write on paper with an ordinary pen.” ' 


A graphic picture of the state of education prevailing here during 
the first half of the century of British rule has been described by 
Sir William Hunter like this, 

“Government, not less than the missionaries, long found itself baffled 
by the obstinate orthodoxy of Orissa. Until 1838 no schools worthy 
of the name existed, except in the two or three bright spots within the 
circle of missionary influence. Throughout the length and breadth 
of the province, with its population of 2 and a half million of souls, all was 
darkness and superstition. Here and there indeed a pundit taught a few 
lads Sanskrit in acorner of some rich landlord’s mansion, and the larger 
villages had a sort of hedge-school, where half a dozen boys squatted 
with the master onthe ground, forming the alphabet in the dust, and 
repeating the multiplication table in a parrot like sing-song. Any one who 
could write a sentence or two ona palm leaf was passed for a man of 
letters.””* 





| L.L,S. 8.0” Malley’s District Gazetteer of Cuttack (1933), p. 211. 
2. Quoted by L .S S, O° Malley in the District Gazetteer of Cuttack (1933), p. 212 
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Even though Orissa came under the British ralc in 1803, up to (866 
there was almost total absence of attempt on the part of the Government 
to provide the people with means of maodern education. Bul during 
this period, the Christian Missionaries made some laudable contribution 
in developing regional language, establishment of printing press, 
introduction of magazines and text books and in setting up of schools, 
thus leading to the foundation and introduction of a modern education 
system in Orissa. Therefore, they can well be said to be the fore-runners 
ofa new awakening in the ficld of general, technical and women cduca- 
tion in Orissa in the 19th century. 


In 1822, the first English Sunday School of Orissa for European and 
Anglo-Indian students was set up at Cuttack by Mr. Wiltam Bampton 
and Jam>s P2zz3 and in 1825 the first Oriya Sunday School was_ started 
with a strength of 50 non-Christian Oriya students by the missionaries. 
In 1823, an English charity school for the Anglo-Indian children was 
established at Cuttack and ran through donations from local donors. 
Later on, in 1841, this school was handed over to Government. In 
this school the children of Standard-1 were imparted education through 
reading, writing, spelling and general grammar and the children of the 
lower classes were taught only reading, writing, spelling. Between 
1822-23,. the missionaries had 15 schools in Orissa Division under thetr 
management. Inthese schools there were 305 boys and 63 girl students 
and in the English school there were 20 boy students. 


In 1829, a Boarding school was established fox the first time in Cuttack. 
lnitiaily 12 children belonging to Anglo-Indian community were admitted 
into this school. These children were imparted training which equipped 
them to earn a livelihood for themsleves in future. Besides, the mission- 
aries were pioneers in establishing training schools for teachers, school 
of handicraft, and started schools for women education and experimented 
with various forms of education in Orissa. But these schools were in 
primary level, The text books were translated version of Bengali and 
there was no definite policy in composition of these books. 


Against this b:ckground of education in Orissa the British entered inte 
the field but could not do much progress during the first half of the 19th 
Century. The initial Government apathy towards cducation is reflected 
in the statement of Rickets, “I think, I may safely assert. that there is no 
Place in our dominion where liberality and assistance on the part of 
Government are more called for and I earnestly recommend that the same 
should be afforded. At the conquest, we found the Ooregh in a state of 
great degradation and to our shame be it recorded that our policy was 
to perpetuate the degeneracy which prevailed among them. In the 
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conclusion he observed, “If schools be established and properly attended 
to, the Ooreahs will soon show that degeneracy is but the usual conse 
quence of miisrule’.? 

In the year 1835, for the first time in Orissa Division, Government 
opened an English and a Sanskrit school at Puri but these institutions 
proved altogether unable to make headway against the tide of ingnorance 
and bigotry of the people. The Brahmins had hitherto held the monopoly 
ofeducation and kept it strictly in their own hands, and caste prejudice 
and religious superstitions were the great obstacles in the way of progress. 
The Government institutions were looked upon as infidel inventions. 


However, 10 spite of such oppositions, education slowly made its 
way in Orissa. | | 

In 1841, the Government took over the Cuttack School, which was 
the first institution of its kind in Cuttack from missionary management. 
Through a good deal of hardship it survived as the principal seat of 
education inthe province. The school was upgraded to the standard 
of a middle English school and was the only middle School in the Division 
of Orissa at that time. In 1854, itt was raised to the status of a high 
school and was subsequently named Cuttack High School. In 1942, a 
Council of Education was formed for the province. To teach western 
science and literature through local language, Lord Hardinge declared 
opening <f 101 language schools, 8 of which were set up in Orissa. The 
schools that were set upin Cuttack district were at Kendraparha, Mahanga 
and Hariharpur. The Mahanga school was subsequently shifted to 
Mahasinghpur. The then Deputy Collector, Manlabi Abdul Wahid, took 
an active part tn the construction of the school building and was one of 
the few local authorities of the time who encouraged establishment of 
local schools. By the end cof 1848-49, there were 9 schools with a total 
attendance of 279 pupils in the Orissa Division but during the next ten 
years the number of schools had increased to 29 and the number of pupils 
to 1,046 while by 1868-69, there were 63 schools with 4,043 students. 


By Wood’s Despatch of 1854, the British Government decided to 
impart education to Indians through both English and local languages. 
The despatch formulated the future educational policy of the Government 
by setting up a separate department of education, setting up of univer: 
sities, training of teachers and above all, provisions of grants-in-aid for 
various schools as a result of which the number of private schools grew 
faster than ever before. 

1, Letter No, 2955, dated the 7th December, 1837 from Ricketts, Commissioner to 
Suddar Board of Reventic. quoted in Utkal University History of Orissa, 
Vol. VI, p. 436. | 
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{n Cuttack itself the number of schools recognised by Government 
rose from three in 1856-57 to fifty in 1870-71 and number of pupils from 
168 to 2,755. The grants-in-aid policy of the Government gave a boost 
to the opening of many private schools. During May 1863 to April 
1864, 10 schools were given grants-in-aid. In January 1868, the Cuttack 
High School was converted into a Collegiate school and the College 
Department then constituted of two classes. Inthe year 1876, the 
Collezg: Dzpartmant of the high school was converted into a_ college 
which later became famous as the Ravenshaw Coilege. The 
Muslim Ssminary (presently Seminary School) was inthe town of Cuttack, 
2 were at the headquarters stations of the Jajpur and Kendraparha sub- 
divisions and the remaining two at Banki and Kujang. The Ravenshaw 
Collegiate School, which was the practising school for the Cuttack 
Training College (presently Radhanath Training College) was maintained 
by the Government, the school at Kujang was a private institution and 
the other 7 were aided by the Government. 


A scheme to train teachers was recommended by the Wood’s 
Despatch of 1854 and Lord Stanley’s Despatch of 1859. A normal class, 
opened to train lower class pandits to manage Primary schools was con- 
verted into a school named as Normal School at Cuttack in 1869. The 
institute had two departments, the Guru Training Department and the 
Pandit Training Department. The former one was imparting education 
on Sanskrit, Bengali or Urdu. The duration of the course was one year. 
The latter was imparting training course on vernacular. The trained 
teachers were appointed in middle English or high schools. In 1857 
under Sir George Campbell’s Scheme the system of Normal School was 
reorganised, The Cuttack Normal School] was converted into a first grade 
school and was named the Cuttack Training School. The Guru Training 
Department was abolished and the institute prepared the trained teachers 
for middle vernacular schools, 


In 1872, Sir George Campbell’s Scheme cf educational reform extended 
the grants-in-aid rules to a large number of hitherto unaided schools and 
many indigenous institutions were absorbed into the departmental system 
as a result of which the number of inspected schools increased to 539 
by 1875 with an attendance of 10,196 pupils. The next decade saw rapid 
and sustained advance of education and in 1885 more than 65,009 pupils 
Were receiving instruction in 4,736 public institutions. But in the 
next decade the rate of progress could not be maintained due to failure 
of crops and by 1895 there were only 3,590 schools with an attendance of 
59,876, The number cf schools had fallen still further to 3,527 on the 
31st March, 1905, but on the other hand there was considerable increase 
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in the number of pupils which rose to 65,237. Besides these, there 
were 203 schools with 1,870 pupils, which did not conform to any 
departmental standard and were outside the Education Department 
system. : 


The reduction in the number of schools continued in subsequent 
years in accordance with the accepted policy of eliminating small, in- 
efficient and unsuitably placed schools and raising the minimum 
requirements qualifying a school for grants-in-aid, 


The spread of education in the district during 50 years till 1931 is 
strikingly brought out bythe figures on literacy at successive censuses. 


Literates per 1,009 of the population 


Census Year Male Female 
1881 57 ] 
1891 109 2 
1901 150 3 
1911 132 5 
192i 151 8 
1931 147 9 


The apparent failing off in 1911 was due to the fact that a higher 
standard was fixedinthat year. At previous census any one who could 
only read or write was returned as literate. In 1911, only those were 
classed as literates who could write a letter to a friend and read the 
answer. 


During 1933 there were 2,923 primary schools in the district including 
1,136 un-aided schools and 156 girls’ schools. 219 of these schools were 
maintained bythe District Board (including 68 schools for the depressed 
and backward classes) and 1,476 aided. The total number of boys and 
girls in Primary Schools exceeded 75,000. 


Middle Vernacular schools, which numbered 11 in 1883-84, yielded 
to the universal demand for English education, and by 1933, only 1 was 
left. During the same period the number of middle English schools ros? 
from 18 to 37, of which three were managed by local authorities of 
Government, 31 were aided and three unaided. The number of high 
English schools rose from 4 in 1883-84 to 6 in 1904-1905 and _fjnally to 
9 in 1931-32. During the same period the number of pupils attending 
them increased from 454 to 1,401 and 2,178. Of these 9 schools, five 
namely the Ravenshaw Collegiate School, the Peary Mohan Academy, 
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the Baptist Mission High School, the Town Victoria High School 
(presently Bhaktamadhu Bidyapitha) and the Muslim Seminary 
(presently Syed Seminary) were of Cuttack and the remaining four were 
at Banki, Jajpur, Kendraparha and Kujang. In 1930-31, 77,648 boys 
and 13,766 girls, or 8°2 per cent of the male and 1:2 per cent of the female 
population were attending schools which was 4°4 per cent of the popu- 
lation. This was a higher percentage than any other districts of the then 
province. 


The only college in the district, or indeed in the whole of the then 
Orissa, was the Ravenshaw College at Cuttack. This college, which was 
opened in 1868 in the Cuttack High School, was finally raised to the status 
of a first class college in 1878. A Law Department was added in 
1881. The school classes were detached in 1912 and became the Ravenshaw 
Collegiate School. The Survey School, which had also been attached to it, 
was separated in 1915 and developed into the Orissa School of Engineering. 
Extensive new buildings of the Ravenshaw College were opened in 1922, 
The number of students increased from 100 in 1890 to 589 in 1932. 


A medical school anda training college were established at Cuttack. 
The medical school, which was named as the Orissa Medical School, was 
established in 1875 and the training college known as tbe Cuttack 
Training College (later Radhanath Training College was opened in 

1923. 


The Baptist Mission maintained a Christian Training College for 
men and women, a women’s teachers training class and a school for 
Anglo-Indian children whichtaught up to Senior Cambridge examination. 


State of Education in former Princely States 
BADAMBA 


By the year 1924-25, there was a middle school at Badamba. The 
school was started by Rai Sahib Madan Mohan Subudhi at his own cost. 
But as it couldn’t be managed owing to financial difficulties, in 1925, 
the State took charge of the school. Besides, there were 37 lower primary 
schools, 1 girls’ school, 1 Sanskrit tol in the ex-state. 1,989 students 
were on the roll in 1942-43 which included 267 girl students. In many 
schools, co-education was prevalent. The percentage of school-going 
population of both boys and girls was 41°58 and 659 respectively. 
In the primary school level there were 1,514 boys and 225 girls. Of 
the above number, there were 139 boys and 11 girls from the backward 
communities. In the secondary schools there were 97 students which 
included 4 girl students. Games were made compulsory in all the 
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schools. The Scouts organization in schools rendered valuable services to 
the ex-state at the time of need. The people of the ex-state 
had recognized the value of education and they appeared to be rather more 
advanced in this direction than in the neighbouring ex-states. 


NARASINGHAPUR 


All the primary schools in the ex-state except those meant exclusively 
for girls were mixed schools for boys and girls and co-education was 
adopted as the departmental policy for all primary schools, Primary 
education was free and compulsory and attempts were made to make 
it more popular, attractive and suitable. Special concessions and faci- 
lities were provided to pupils belonging to backward communities. 
Scholarship was awarded at every stage of education and poor and 
deserving students were given state-aid. All the primary schools were 
divided into four groups and a central school, headed by a Head Pandit, 
was acting as the supervising head of them. 


In the year 1942-43, there were 33 schools altogether having 2,659 
students (2,039 boys, 620 girls). There was one school in every five 
inhabited villages of the ex-state. 

The following statement gives the number of different institutions 
and the number of scholars receiving education for the year 1944-45 and 
1945-46 in the ex-state of Narasinghapur. 





Category of No. of schools No. of pupils 
Institutions a ae (te ey 
1944-45 1945-46 1944-45 1945-46 


— —— hs c- eee 
Boys Girls Total Boys Girls Total 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) 
Secondary 1 Pe us ee 192 - 192 
School 
Middle English 1 _ 152 ‘a 152 
School 
Upper 4 5 513 64 577 636 85 721 
Primary 
School (Boys) 
Ditto (Girls) 1 1 ee 63 63 a 70 70 
Lower 25 24 =1,233 392 1,625 1,199 396 1,595 
Primary 
School (Boys) 
Ditto (Girls) 1 1 - 69 69 a 69 69 
Sanskrit Tol 1 1 15 “i 15 12 = 12 


ye Sree es ite 
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All the institutions of the ex-state were fully managed by the state 
and all the schools were opened to the backward communities. The 
nractical difficulty in educating the backward communities was that 
they lived in very small number in several detached villages. There- 
fore, despite all efforts made and concessions shown to them, no 
appreciable progress could be made. 


All the schools were equipped with good libraries which were 
used by students, teachers and the public. Hostel facilities were also 
available in some of the schools. Besides study, extra curricular 
activities like book binding, spinning, gardening, toy making 
were pursued by the students. Mass drill, inter-school sports were the 
dhysical activities pursued by students as part ofthe efforts for moral 
growth and physical development. Red-cross, Girls Guide and Adult 
Education were also parts of the school activities at the time. 


TIGIRIA 


There were 20 schoolsinthe ex-state of Tigiria inthe year 1942-43. 
Of these, 19 were lower primary schools including one model school, 
the remaining one being a middle English school. There were 828 
students in all these schools which included 138 girl students. 


Besides academic study, industrial classes were also conducted and 
teachingin mat weaving, rope making and broom and toy making with 


palm leaves were being taught. Scouting and Guiding were also 
introduced. 


For better working of the schools, managing committees were 
constituted which helped in smooth and efficient running of the schools. 


ATHAGARH 


In the year 1916, there was one middle English schoolin this ex- 
State. Subsequently the school was raised tothe status of a high 


School named as Biswanath Bidyapitha. This was the 


only high 
school in the 


ex-State where education was imparted up to XIth 
standard. Besides, there was a girls’ school, one Guru Training 
Institute, two Sanskrit fols and a Maktab. The number of primary 
schools in the ex-State inthe year 1947-48 was 108 where 4,058 


students (including 596 girls) were being imparted education by 212 
male and 3 female teachers. 
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GROWTH OF LITERACY 


The post-Independence period saw gradual growth inthe field of 
education. The percentage of literacy was 23°3 inthe districtin 1951 
including 19°3 for males and 40 for females. Taking the male 
population asa whole, the percentage of literacy was 38°6 and among 
females, the percentage was 8. The percentage of literacy in 1961 
Census increased to 29°8 comprising 22°8 per cent for males and 7 per 
cent for females as against the State average of 17°4 and 43 per 
cent respectively. So far the male population taken as a whole, the 
percentage of literates was 45°7. Similarly, among the females, the 
percentage was 144. During the decade 1951-61, there was an 
increase of 6°5 per cent in literacy inthe district. 


According to the Census of 1971, the percentage of literacy in 
the district was 3643 (including 249 per cent males and 11:5 per cent 
females) as against the state average of 26:2 per cent. Taking the male 
population as a whole, it was 49°8 percent and among females it was 
22°9 per cent as against the state average of 38°3 per cent and 18-9 
per cent respectively. The percentage of literacy increased further to 
45-4 in the Census of 1981 which was much higher than the 
literacy rate of the state (3423 per cent). Among the districts, the 
literacy rate was the highest in Puri district being followed by 
Cuttack district. The male and female literacy percentage were 29°62 
and 16°92 respectively. Taking the male population as a whole, the 
percentage was 584 and among females the percentage was 32:4 as 
aganist the state average of 47:1 per cent and 21-1 per cent. In 
the year 1991, the percentage of literacy in the district was 53°36 
as aganist the state average of 48°55 percent. Among males it was 63°70 
per cent and among females it was 42°63 percent as against the state 
average of 62°37 percent and 34:40 per cent respectively. As it shows, 
there is a gradual improvement in the percentage of literacy in 
successive decades from 1951 to 1991. 


NUMBER OF LITERATES 

According to the criteria laid down at the 1991 Census as well 
as in the earlier censuses, a person is considered as a literate if he 
or she is able to read and write any language with understanding. 
It is not necessary that a person who is literate should have passed 
any minimum educational standard. In the Census of 1991, all children 
of the age group of 6 years or less have been treated as illiterates 
even if any child is going toschool and may have picked up reading 
and writing a few words. Earlier all children below the age of 4 
years were treated as illiterates. 
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The number of literates in the district has increased considerably 
after Independence. In the Census of 1951, the number of literates in 
the district was 5,89,541 consisting of 4,87,231 males and 1,02,310 
females. The number rose to 9,12,551 in 1961 out of which -6,99,090 
were males and 2,13,461 females. The number further rose to 13,94,399 
in 1971 out of which 9,59,679 were males and 4,34,720 females. 
According to the Census of 1981, 21,02,667 persons including 13,63,907 
males and 7,38,760 females were found to be literate in the district. 
The figure stands at 29,36,614 literates including 17,84,764 males and 
11,51,850 females in the district in the Census of 1991. So far as urban 
areas are conc2rned, the highsst number of literates are found in the 
Guttack town (M) followed by Ghaudwar and Kendraparha. The number 
of literates of these three towns are 1,80,419; 24,547 and 22,215 
_Tespectively. 


The table given below indicates the number of literates according 
to the educational standard in the district as per the Census of 1981. 


Educational Standard 





Males Females 
(1) (2) (3) 
Non-formal 54,504 19,932 
Formal 4,46,579 2,96,932 
Primary 3,61,865  2,34,299 
Middle 2,98,390  1,37,182 
Matriculate/Secondary 1,17,280 34,339 
Higher S:condary/Interm2diate/ Pre-University... 33,588 7,202 
Non-Technical diploma or certificate not equal 213 28 
to degree 
Technical diploma or certificate not equal to 11,191 1,664 
degree 
Graduate and above 40,296 7,186 


SPREAD OF EDUCATION AMONG WOMEN 


During early days, people of the region gave little attention for educa- 
tion of women. In poor and backward families even today girls from 
their tender age are required to earnfor their families. It was a practice 
ofthe middle and higher class families to train younger girls in household 
works rather than to send themfor study in any educational institutions. 
Some other factors such as want of adequate state aid, intense conservatism 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


7714 CUTTACK 


of the people, system of child marriage and scarcity of educated female 
teachers hindered the progress of female education during early British 
period. Even those who were getting little education were discouraged 
to continue their education after attaining puberty. It took more than 
60 years after British occupation for opening of modern schools for 
girls in the district. For the first time in 1869 a primary school was 
started exclusively for girls at Cuttack called the Cuttack Hindu Girl 
School with six or seven students. Later on in 1873, the school was 
named as the Ravenshaw Hindu Girls’ School (presently Ravenshaw 
Girls’ School). The Government took control of this institution from 
the Ist March, 1913. 


One high schoolfor girls named as Model Girls’ High School was 
started at Cuttack in 1906 by Reba Ray, a niece of poet Madhusudan 
Rao. One of the first girls who passed the matriculation examination 
from this school was Chandramukhi Sarangi. She passed inthe frst 
division in the year 1911. Prior to that Narmada Kar, daughter of 
Viswanath Kar, editor of Utkal Sahitya passed from that school. The 
Model school was later closed due to discontinuance of Government aid, 


In 1915, college classes for women were opened in the Ravenshaw 
Girls’ School. In 1952, the College was shifted to its present building, 
the residence of Utkal Gaurav Madhusudan Das and was named as 
Sailabala Women’s College, after Sailabala Das, the adopted daughter 
of Madhusudan Das who alse happened to be the first principal of the 
girls’ school. 


Women education, though far behind that of men, made enourmous 
strides in the first 30 years of this century. In 1904-05, there were 64 girls’ 
schools with 1.706 pupils tn the whole district. The number increased 
to 149 lower primary schools with 4,062 pupils,7 upper primary schools 
with 345 pupils andtwo middle vernacular schools with 393 pupils in 
1932-33. As mentioned earlier, the Ravenshaw Girls’ High School 
was functioning with over 60 pupils and 2 college classes were attached 
to it which prepared girls forthe I. A. examination of the Patna University. 
In addition, 8,531 girls attended the ordinary primary schools for boys. 


During post-Independence period, sincere efforts were made to pro- 
mote education among women. Emphasis was given to increase the 
enrolment of girl students in different educational institutions in provid- 
ing facilities lke appointment of school mothersto look after the students, 
introduction of attendance, scholarship or free supply of dresses fot 


regular attendance, appointment of lady teachers through sympathetic 
selection methods, etc. 
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In 1951 Census out of 5,89,54] literate persons, 1,02,310 were females. 
They constituted 8 per cent of the total women population of the district. 
The district had 9,12,551 literates during 1961 Census of whom 2,13,461 
were females. Among the females the percentage of literacy was 14°4. 
In 1971 Census the number of female literates further icreased to 4,34,720. 
The number of female literates for 1981 Census was 7,38,760 whereas 
in 1991 Census women literate figure rose to 11,51,850. 


During 1961 there were 43 primary schools with 97,804 girl students. 
There were 9 high schools, 18 M.E. schools and one college for female 
students in the district in which 4,269, 4,557 and 793 pupils were enrolled 
respectively, After 10 years i.e., in 1970-71, number of girl students 
increased to 1,45,664 in primary schools, 18,099 in M.E. schools, 18,980 in 
higher secondary schools and high schools and 1,577 in different colleges. 
The number of female students further increased to 2,25,000 in primary 
schools, 45,000 in M.E. schools, 26,000 in higher secondary and high 
schools and 5,407 in colleges during 1980-81. Presently, females are 
not only prosecuting their studies in large numbers, they are also excelling 
male students in many of the Secondary Board and University 
examinations. 
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Spread of Education among Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 


Prior to Independence, apathy of the Government for the education 
of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes along with their poverty, 
ignorance and lack of adequate facilities stood inthe way of the spread 
of education among them. Some ofthe ex-princely states, now included 
inthe district, took interest inthe education of the people of the backward 
castes. During post-Independence period sincere efforts are being 
made to make these communities educated. 


Svecial types of schools like Sevashrams and Ashram schools have 
been set up in areas predominantly inhabited by Schedule Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes in the district. Sevashrams, equivalent to primary 
school standard, along with general education provide elementary training 
in crafts like spinning, gardening and handicrafts. Ashram schools 
are equivalent to middle school standard. Being residential institutions, 
these schools bring up the pupils under their fostering care. To make 
the pupils feel at home in the schools, provision for music, dance and other 
entertainment popular with tribal people have also been introduced, 
Apart from general education, the students are imparted training in 
crafts like spinning, weaving, carpentry, smithy, poultry rearing, cattle 
breeding, bee-keeping, etc. Besides free education, students from these 
communities get stipends andlump grants in upper primary schools, 
middle schools, high schools andcolleges. According tothe Census of 


1961, the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes accounted for 17:9 
per cent and 2°8 per cent respectively of the total population of the 


district, The statement below shows the total number of literates found 
amongst them along with the percentage of literacy: 





ow 





Caste/Tribe Population Total Percentage 
literates of literacy 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Scheduled Castes ea 5,47,922 67,701 12°4 
Scheduled Tribes - 85,863 7,510 8°7 








The standard of literacy among both Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes was far below the district average during 1961 Census. Out of 
the 67,701 Scheduled Caste people of the district, 56,662 were males 
and 11,039 were females, of whom 53,438 males and 10,559 females 
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belonged to rural areas whereas 3,179 males and 480 females were 
residing in urban areas. 7,510 Scheduled Tribe persons were enumerated 
as literates inthis census of whom 6,001 were males and 1,509 were 
females. Out of these people, 5,827 males and 1,509 females were 
residing inrural areas whereas in urban areas only 174 males were 
enumerated as literates. 


A decade after, inthe Census of 1971, there were 1,24,757 Scheduled 
Caste persons recorded as literates. Out of them 1,00,162 were males 
and 24,595 were females. Among the males and females 94,045 and 
22,701 were residing inrural areas and 6,117 and 1,894 in urban areas 
respectively. Among the Scheduled Tribe population of the district, 
8,712 (7,666 males and 1,046 females) were found literates, out of whom 
8,302 (7,311 males and 991 females) were living in rural areas 
and 410 (355 males and 55 females) were living in urban areas. 


In the next decade, i.e., 1981 Census, there were 2,07,599 Scheduled 
Caste persons who were found literates. Out of them 1,54,703 were 
males and 52,896 females. Out of them, 1,42,784 males and 48,605 
females belonged torural areas whereas 11,919 males and 4,291 females 
were residing in urban areas. Among the Scheduled Tribes, 15,606 
persons including 13,514 males and 2,092 females were found literate. 
Out of these people 12,260 males and 1,833 females were residing in 
rural areas whereas 1,254 males and 259 females belonged to the urban 
areas of the district. 


Thus, it is seen in successive census decades that there was gradual 
increase in number of literates among the Scheduled Caste people. 
The percentage of literacy among these commuDities increased from 
12°4 in 1961 Census to 18°5 in 1971 Census. It further increased to 
25°38 per cent during 1981 Census. But the percentage of literacy among 
Scheduled Tribe communities decreased from 8°7 in 1961 Census to 
787 in 1971 Census. However, in 1981 Census, the peicentage of 
literacy among these communitics increased to 10°78. 


The district had 6 high schools of which two were for gifls, 4 Ashram 
schools including two Kanyashrams, 10 residential Sevashrams and 45 
upper Primary and lower primary schools (Sevashrams) functioning 
exclusively for the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe pupils of the 
district by the Harijan and Tribal Welfare Department up to 1989-90. 
Besides, students of these communities also prosecuted their studies in 
general schools and colleges. 
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The growth of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe students 
starting from primary stage to general colleges for five years ending 
1988-89 (in ‘O00 excluding colleges) is given below. 





Year Upper primary Middle schools High schcals Colleges 
schools 
oa ee ee aie An —- my om oy 


“—™~ s - 
S.C. ST. S.C. S.T. S.C. ST. S.C. S.T. 


@) (2) (3) 4) O © WM ~ (9) 
1984-85. 78 18 22 4 8 1 = - 2,150 338 
1985-86. 82 22 22 5 9 1 2,312 368 
1986-87 —,. 82 22 23 5 14 { 2,583 471 
1987-88 82 22 23 5 18 1 2,961 $32 
1988-89, 82 22 32 5 23 2 3,113 547 


More about the progress of education among Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe people in the district find mention inthe chaper XVII 
‘Other Social Services’. 


GENERAL EDUCATION 
Primary Education 


After. Independence, universalisation of elementary education received 
maximum importance. Constant efforts were madeinthis direction by 
launching enrolment drives by way of providing facilities like supply of 
free mid-day meals, grant of various scholarships to meritorious students, 
and grants for maintenance ofstudents in hostels. Additional facilities 
were also provided to encourage women’s education. The growth in 
number of primary schools asa result of these initiatives was very rapid. 
In the year 1950-51, there were 2,611 primary schools inthe district. 
The number increased in succeeding years going up to 4,066 in 1960-61 
Which included 43 schools specially meant for girls’ education. Number 
of Primary schools increased further to 4,662 with enrolment of 3,70,629 
pupils after adecade in 1970-71. During the next decade, i.e., 1970-71 
to 1980-81 the percentage of new primary schools established was less 
than the previous decade. In 1980-81, there were 4,876 primary schools 
in which 5,28,000 students were enrolled. 
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The growth in number of primary schools, enrolment of students 
and number of teachers from the year 1984-85 to 1988-89 is given in the 
following table. 


A a A St 


Number Enrolment figure in ‘000 Number 
Year of primary of teachers 
schools -————_—* OF 
Boys Girls Total 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
1984-85 ve 5,512 368 267 635 13,717 
1985-86 - 5,618 371 269 640 13,930 
1986-87 - 5,709 371 273 644 14,059 
1987-88 is 5,871 374 275 649 14,643 


1988-89 eid 6,078 378 282 660 14,695 





Overriding priority had been given to the programme of universalisa- 
tion of elementary education inthe national policy of education, 1986. 
1990 being the target year, the Technology Mission had taken up the 
responsibility of providing education for all children in the age group of 
6—11. For qualitative improvement in the primary education, Operation 
Black Board Scheme has been in operation. 


ORIENTAL STUDIES 
Sanskrit Tols and Colleges 


Till the beginning of the academic session of 1992-93, the district had 
53 recognised Prathama and Madhyama Sanskrit Tols of which 2 were 
Government managed and the rest were aided by the Government. 
Besides, there were also another 40 unrecognised Tols established in 
different parts ofthe district. All the Madhyama Tols had provision fot 
Prathama teaching. 


For Prathama, a two-year course has been prescribed whereas the 
students of Madhyama are required to study a three-year course. Onan 
average 10 students read in each class. Two teachers are appointed for 
Prathama Tol whereas the teacher strength in a Madhyama Tol is 9. 
In aided institutions, Government provide salary for the teachers and 
stipends to selected students. Government also provide funds for 
contingencies. 


In the district there were 8 Sanskrit colleges of which 3 impart teaching 
in both Upashastri +-(2) and Shastri (B.A.) courses and rest 5 were 
Upashastri(-+-2) institutions. The Sanskrit colleges teaching Shastri and 
Upashastri were Abhaya Sanskrit Ayurveda Vidyalaya, Kendraparha, 


Biraja Sanskrit Tol, Debidwar, Jajpur and Dr. H.K. Mahtab Adarsa 
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Ayurveda Sanskrit Mahavidyalaya, Cuttack. The Upashastri institutions 
are Ananta Sanskrit Vidyapitha, Kaduapara, P.O. Sidhala; Gopinathpur 
Sanskrit Tol, Jadupur; Sailendra Narayan Sanskrit Vidyapitha, Rajnagar; 
Laxmi Nrusingha Sanskrit Vidyapitha, Kharagpur (Erasama) and Bijoya 
Chandra Sanskrit College, Kujang. In Shastri institutions 
teaching is imparted fora period of 5 years. In Upashastri institutions 
students are required tostudy for 2 years. These institutions are recog- 
nised by the Sri Jagannath Sanskrit Vishvavidyalaya, Puri. 


Maktabs 


The Muhammedan pupils, besides attending ordinary primary 
schools, also attend special schools meant for them known as Maktabs 
Primary Urdu schools, intended for them. In 1947, there were 40 
Government-aided Maktabs and 5 primary schools having Urdu section 
in the district. There was also one elementary training school for 
Muhammedans maintained by Government at Cuttack. At present. 
there are 105 Maktabs and Madrasas in the whole of the district. 


Middle Schools 


The number of middleschools which was 127 in 1951 increased 
to 1,560in the district according to the Fourth Educational Survey 
(1978-79) and the number of teachers and enrolment in these schools 
was 4,988 and 1 lakh 30 thousand respectively. The middle section 
available in the secondary level of education are accounted for in 
the aforesaid number of middle schools/sections. By 1986-87, the 
reference year for the Fifth Educational Survey, the number of middle 
schools increased with a significant growth with the number of teachers 
and enrolment. Total number of schools, teachers and enrolment 
in these schools for the year 1986-87 were 1,875, 6,301 and 2 lakh 
16 thousand respectively. The expansion of middle school education 


in the district during the period 1984-85 to 1988-89 is shown inthe 
table below. 


ence nee UR eterna 





Year No. of M. E. No. of No. of 

schools teachers students 

(in 7000) 
— (2) (3) (4) 

> — EE rs 

1984-85 oa 1.705 55425 203 
1985-86 - 1,735 5,578 210 
1986-87 4 1,875 6,301 216 
1987-88 es 1,878 6,808 222 
1988-89 os 1,886 7,185 236 
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thet 


Non-formal Education 


Until recently the non-formal education centres were being used 
as cheaper mode] 'primary schools in the state, These centres ‘were 
being set up in the smaller habitations where a regular primary school 
Was not considered viable from the standpoint of population. But at 
the advent of opening of more primary séchools in all the habitations 
having a population of 300 in non-tribal areas and 200 in tribal areas, 
non-formal centres will serve the real purpose for which they were 
intended. Henceforth, these centres will mainly run for the economi- 
cally backward children who cannot avail of full-time education, for 
working children and for the dropouts, who are forced to discontinue 
education on economic grounds. Non-formal centres are now fune- 
tioning as Madhyamik Chatasalis imparting education for classes 
VI-VII. These are new projects functioning under the scheme of 
Non-formal Education. Co-ordinators and Supervisors are being 
appointed for good administration and supervision of the Non-formal 
Education Projects. 


Secondary Education 

Rapid progress has also been made in the field of secondary 
education in the district since Independence. Against 51 high schools 
during 1950-51, the district had one higher secondary school (Ravenshaw 
Collegiate School, Cuttack reconverted as High School in 1964) and 
111 high schools, five of which admitted only girls in 1961. In the 
next decade the percentage of increase was higher. During 1970-71, 
there were 433 high Schools in the district which enrolled 68,670 boys 
and 18,980 girl students. Number of teachers employed in these 
schools was 4,144. The number of high schools further increased 
to 583 with 6,256 teachers in 1980-81. 82,000 students were enrolled in 
these schools which included 25,000 girl students. The Utkal University 
was conducting the Matriculation Examinations of the high schools up 
to 1956. With effect from 1956 Supplementary Examination, the 
Board of Secondary Education, Orissa, Cuttack took it over. 


In order to produce educated employables, vocational education 
has been introduced in the state with effect from the year 1987-88. 
For the said purpose some high schools have been upgraded to 
vocational higher secondary schools, The following vocations have 
been introduced. at the first stage in the vocational higher secondary 
schools: seed production, farm mechanic, horticulture, agriculture, 
chemicals, poultry, dairy, repair and maintenance of radio 
and T.V. set, etc. audiovisual technician, inland fisheries, insurance, 
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stenography, auto engineering, re-binding of electric motors, repair 
and maintenance of electrical motors, creche and _ pre-school 
management, plant protection, sericulture, office management, 
mechanical engineering and commecrial garment-designing and making. 


The table given below indicates the progress of secondary edu- 
cation in the district during five years ending 1988-89. 


Year Number Number of teachers No. of students (000) 
of 
schools a a ee ie ee ns = 


Male Female Total Male Female Total 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
1984-85 828 7,050 ‘1,365 8,415 70 34 104 
1985-86 900 7,060 1,371 8,431 70 39 109 
1986-87 930 7,117 ‘1,397 8,514 70 40 110 
1987-88 961 7,367 1,464 8,831 109 70 179 
1988-89 968 751 1,524 9,075 113 71 184 


ee 


There are also three Kendriya Vidyalayas located at Cuttack, 
Charibatia and Paradeep of which the former two enrol students 
up to +2 classes. The school at Paradeep has provision up to 10th 
standard. The schools are affiliated to the Central Board of Secondary 
Education and are managed by the Kendriya Vidyalaya Sanghathan, 
an autonomous body of the Central Government. There is also another 


School by the name of Aviation Research Centre English Medium 
School at Charibatia. 


Special Schools 


In the district there are one Cambridge School, cne Stewart School 
and one Convent School located at Cuttack. All these institutions 
impart education up to secondary standard. The pupils of these 
Schools appear at the Indian School Certificate Examination. The 
mdium of instruction of all these institutions is English. Besides, 


a large number of nursery schools have been established in almost 
atl the urban areas of the district. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


784 CUTTACK 


EDUCATIONAL UNITS 

The district has been divided into eight educational districts and 
three circles. The educational districts are located at Cuttack,Kendra- 
parha, Jajpur, Jagatsinghapur, Tirtol, Athagarh, Pattamundai and Jajpur 
Road; each under a District Inspector of Schools. The headquarters of 
Circles I & III are locatedat Cuttack whereas the Circle II is function- 
ing at Jajpur. Each of the Circles is in charge of an Inspector of 
Schools. : 


Board of Secondary Education 


The Board of Secondary Education was established in the year 
1956 at Cuttack to conduct secondary level examination for the State 
of Orissa. The Board has been conducting the High School Certificate 
Examination since the Supplementary Examination of 1956. Prior to 
that the examination was conducted by the Utkal University. Besides 
the examinations, the Board is preparing syllabus and printing 
text books for the said examinations appointing experts in different subjects 
to guide the teachers of high schools and taking interest in improving 
the overall education standard in schools. The Board also awards 
Certificates of Teachership to the successful students of the secondary 
training schools of the state. 


The Board functions in its own building at Ranihat Bajrakabati 
Road, Cuttack. It has established a high school, namely Secondary 
Board High School which is one of the leading schools of the district. 


Higher Education 


Since the setting up of Ravenshaw College, the first of its kind 
in the then Orissa Division during seocond half of 19th century, 
college education has made enormous stride in all these years. Imme- 
diately after the establishment of Utkal University at Cuttack in 1943 
(later shifted to Bhubaneshwar), two more colleges, viz., Christ College 
and Stewart College were opened at Cuttack. The two college classes 
for women attached to the Ravenshaw Girls’ School, Cuttack were 
separated to become a full-fledged womens’ college and a college at 
Jajpur started functioning. This wasthe picture of college (general) 
education of the district by 1950-51. Two more colleges were founded 
at Kendraparha and Banki during the next decade ending 1960-61. 
There has been tremendous expansion of college education in the 
district during subsequent decades. 


By 1970-71, the number of colleges in the district increased to 
15. The number of students was 10,625 including 1,577 women. 
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The number of colleges and students further increased to 41 and 


30,434 respectively by 1980-81. Among the students 5,407 were 
women. Till the above year, the district had only one women’s 
college. However, the number increased to 5 in the next year, 7 
in the year 1982-83, 9 in 1987-88 and {0 tn 1988-89. 


The table below indicates the oumber of colleges for general 


education with number of lecturers and students, both men and women. 
from 1984-85 to 1988-89. 


1984-85 
1985-86 
1986-87 
1987-88 
1988-89 





2 ee a a ath ee ga woe ah rem mame 





year Number Number of teachers No. of — students 
of 
colleges er Pe oe ty, ome na ane A ctmt 
Men Women Total Men Women Total 
(2) (3) (4) G) (6) (7) (8) 
84 1,330 375 1,705 31,833. «8,397,490 
84 1,61] 478 2,089 38,372 9,785 48,157 
84 1,63) 482 2,h13 42,223 10,994 53,217 
86 1,785 604 2,389 48,185 12.382 60,537 
98 1,852 612 2,464 49,055 13,755 62,790 


ee nee ae ee eh a Ae A 


By 1991-92 the number of colleges increased to 126 including 


19 for women with 2,744 teachers of whom 668 were women and 
65,590 students including 14,575 women. Co-education facilities are 
available in all the colleges except the institutions exclusively meant 


women. The three colleges of Cuttack, viz, Ravenshaw 


Evening College, Sailabala Women’s College and Jatiya Kavi Bira- 
kishore College are managed by the State Government, apart from the 
N.C. College, Jajpur. Out of the colleges of the district, 80 were 
imparting teaching upto degree/post-graduate standard whereas the 
rest 45 werejunior colleges providing education up to + 2 examination. 
The colleges are affiliated to the Ccuncil cf Higher Secondary Education 
Orissa, Bhubaneshwar for +2 examination. For degree and post-graduate 
examinations, the colleges are affiliated to the Utkal University, 
Bhubaneshwar, 


Ar account of the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack, the premier insti- 


tution for higher education in the entire state is given below. A 


hst of colleges of the district imparting general education is fiven 


in Appendix 4. 
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Ravenshaw College 


As mentioned earlier, in the year 1823 the Missionaries established 
the first educational institution in Cuttack which was named as Cuttack 
English School. The school was renamed as Cuttack School from 
November 1841 to nearly 1864. Then the institution was raised to 
the status of a high school. With the growing need of collegiate 
education in Orissa, Mr. H. L. Harrison, the then In6pector of Schools, 
recommended to upgrade the Zilla School into a college. The good 
result of this school of 1865 and 1866 prompted W. W. Hunter, the 
Inspector of Schools at that time to write, “This stands unquestionably 
first among the educational institutions of Orissa, having the largest 
number of candidates at the entrance examination contrasted with 
the result obtained by schools in advanced Bengal distiricts, but 
comparing the work done with the difficulties attending the doing 
of it, the Cuttack school deserves unqualified praise.’ He concluded 
that, “the time has arrived for the promotion of collegiate education In 
Orissa’’.* 


The Director of Public Instruction examined the views of the autho- 
rities and agreed to it. In February 1867, the plan was accepted by the 
Lieutenant Governor Sir Cecil Beadon and fjnance was sanctioned. 
In January 1968, the Cuttack Zilla School was converted into a collegiate 
school. The College department then consisted of two classes. Only 
under-graduate students were allowed to appear at first in the examination 
of Arts. In January 1875, T.E. Ravenshaw, the then Commissioner 
of Orissa Division, proposed to convert the college department of the 
high school into acollege in which the students would be able to complete 
the entire course necessary for attaining the B.A. degree. The Govera- 
ment agreed to the proposal with the condition of a fifty: fifty funding 
pattern. This was accepted by Mr. Ravenshaw and in the year 1876 the 
college was opened. This solved along standing problem in the field 
of higher education in the state. Maharaja Krushna Chandra Bhanja, 
the Ruling Chief of Mayurbhani state, made a generous contribution 
of Rs.20,000/ to the college as a permanent endowment and on his request 
the name of the college was changed to Ravenshaw College to commemorate 
Mr. T.E. Ravenshaw’s services to the cause of education in Orissa. 


In 1921. the college classes were shifted to its new building and since 
then the college has come a long way in becoming one of the premier 
educational institutions of the country. The college which had 188 
students in the year 1906, now has 4,500 students on its rolls taught by 


* Report of Public Institution, 1865-66. 
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230 eminent professors, each of them proficient in their respective fields. 
The college offers co-education facility in both under-graduate and Post- 
graduate Classes in Humanities, Science and Commerce subjects. New 
subjects are being opened from time to time and seats are being increased 
insubjects with growing demands. Separate blocks are being provided 
to vartous teaching faculties. Teaching up to Honours stage is provided 
in Botany, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, English, Economics, Oriya, 
Zoology, Geology, Geography, Philosophy, Sanskrit, Psychology, 
Political Science, History and Persian. [Facilities for Post-graduate 
teaching are provided in Botany, Chemistry, Physics, Mathematics, 
English, Economics, Political Science, Oriya, Zoology, Geography, Hindi, 
Education, Applied Geography and Commerce. There are also M. Phil. 
courses in English, Oriya, Economics, History, Physics, Chemistry, 
Mathematics and Botany. Facilities are also available for carrying 
research for Ph. D., D.Sc., and D. Litt. Degree. Besides, an Evening 
College is also functioning in this College. A branch of Indira Gandhi 
National Open University (IGNOU) has been opened in this college. 
Coaching classes for candidates preparing for various competetive 
examinations are also runin this institute. In 1946, the Wireless Training 
class was started in this college. The college has its own dispensary 
and a power house to take care of the distribution and maintenance of 
electricity within the college campus. 


The college provides boarding facility to outside students. There 
are many hostels, viz., East Hostel, West Hostel, New Hostel, Women’s 
Hostel, T. R. W. Boys’ Hostel and New P. G. Hostel which provide 
accommodation facility to about 1,300 students. Besides these hostels 
in the campus, there are three other hostels outside the college campus, 
which accommodate about 400 students. 


Besides educational activites, there are cultural meets, dramatic and 
musical performances, debating sessions and many other forms for 
creative expression of the students. The college magazine named 
‘“Ravenshawvian”, the hostel magazines, research bulletins of various 
departmental associations are some of the periodicals published for the 
benefit of students, research scholars and general public. The Kanika 
Library, named after the Maharaja of Kanika, has a huge collection of 
text books, journals reference books and manuscripts and is a centre 
of study for hundreds of students and research scholars. (The Kanika 
Library is dealt separately in this chapter). There are also athletic 
Clubs, gymnasium, research laboratory tocater to the needs of the 


student 
gl 


Di ted by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


788 CUTTACK 


The history of Ravenshaw College is, in a way, the story of modern 
Orissa. The most significant cultural, intellectual and 
political movements of the state have sprung from this institution. 
Great Oriya personalities like Gopabandhu Das, Acharya Harihar Das, 
Nilakantha Das, Godabarish Misra and Nilamani Senapati, the first 
Oriya I.C.S., had their academic pursuit inthis college. Biswanath Das, 
Dr. H. K. Mahtab, Nityananda Kanungo, Biju Patnaik who have attained 
political eminence were once a part of this College. Great scholars 
like Artaballava Mohanty, Sari Jadunath Sarkar, Jogesh Chandra Roy, 
Dr. P.Parija, P.S. Sundaram, Dr. B.Prasad, Dr. Sadasiv Mishra, Dr.Shriram 
Chandra Das imparted teaching to students as the teaching staff of this 
college. Great creative writers like Kalindi Charan Panigrahi, Annada 
Sankar Ray, Dr. Mayadhar Mansingh, Baikunthanath Patnaik, Gopinath 
Mohanty, Sacchidananda Routray, Surendra Nath Mohanty were once 
part of this institution of whom the College feels proud. 


As an institution, it has been the fountain-head of learning in Orissa 
and has produced eminent poets, philosophers, scientists, administrators, 
historians and artists. Despite rapid growth of colleges all round the 
State, this institution still continues to be the centre of cultural life of this 
state. The college has been declared as an autonomous institution 


since the year 1989. 
PROFESSIONAL AND TECHNICAL SCHOOLS AND COLLEGES 


Secondary Training Schools 

There are 14 secondary training schools in the district at present 
(1992-93). Five of these schools are located at Cuttack whereas one 
each is functioning at Ragadi (Banki), Jagatsinghapur, Narasinghapur, 
Athagarh,Kendraparha, Rahama, Dolipur, Kujang and Balia. Two training 
schools located at Cuttack, and the training school at Jagatsinghapur, 
Kendraparha and Kujang admit only women students. The school at 
Dolipur, whichis named asthe District Institute of Educational Training, 


admits students successful in +2 examination and above, and in the other 
institutions the minimum qualification required for admission 1 
Matriculation. One of the schools at Cuttack is meant for Urdu _ teachers 
training. The intake capacity of these training schools varics from 50 to 
100 and the duration of training is one year and 8 months. One Hindi 
Training Institute 1s also functioning at Cuttack since 1956. It imparts 
trainces to 80 inservice teachers. The institute has two hostels for the 


students. The Board of Secondary Education, Orissa awards Certificates 


of Teachership to the successful candidates 
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Bhubanananda Orissa Scheol of Engineering, Cuttack 


The Bhubanananda Orissa School of Engineering, Cuttack (previously 
known as the Orissa School of Engineering ) was established by the then 
Provincial Government in 1923 with 3-year sub-overseers course in 
eivil engineering having an intake capacity of 40 students. In 1947, the 
school was upgraded with diploma courses in civil, electrical and mechani- 
cal engineering. In order to meet the requirement of technical personne! 
in different fields, Government enhanced the strength of the tnstitution 
with the introduction of diploma course in instrumentation and control 
engineering and automobile cngineering in 1971. Diploma course in 
electronic and  tele-communication engineering was started 1n1985-86. 
Post- diploma courses in television engineering and computer 
application started in 1987-88 and 1988-89 respectively in this institution. 
Presently the duration of course for most of the diplomas is four years. 
During 1991-92, the institution had 623 students ard 23 teachers. The 
institution is affiliated to the State Council of Technical Education and 
Training, Orissa, Cuttack. 


Other Technical and Professional Schools 


There are a number of technical and craft schools in the district. 
The Institute of Textile Technology, Ch:udwar imparts education tn 
textile technology and is managed bythe State Council of Technical 
Education and Training, Orissa. The Industrial Training Institute at 
Cuttack is affiliated to the National Council of Vocational Training, 
New Delhi. It awards Trade Certificates tn 22 number of trades and 
enrols 808 students in various trade disciplines. Established in 1962, 
this is a major technical school of the state. It is managed by the 
Director of Technical Education and Training, Cuttack. 


The Related Instruction Centre, Chaudwar instructs apprentices 
on trade theory, engineering, drawing and workshop calculation and 
Science to I.T.J. trainees during their apprentice period. The Industrial 
Training Centre for Women at Cuttack trains women students in 
draughtsmanship, radio and T.V. mechanism, electronics, stenography, 
secretarial practice and tailoring trades. It is affiliated to the National 
Council for Vocational Training., New Delhi. 


The Mahila Stban Sikhya Sadan at Cuttack is affiliated to the 
State Council for Vocational Training, Orissa and teaches women 
Students in cutting and tailoring trade. Besides, there are some other 
technical and craft Schools located inthe district which train students 
‘o take up self-employment under various technical trades. A detailed 
list of these institutions is given in the following table. 
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Physical Education 


For the physical development of students, physical training was 
made compulsory in secondary schools. Keeping this inview, Govern- 
ment of Orissa have encouraged physical training in the state. In 
1957, the first physical education college was started by the Govern- 
ment at Barabati Stadium, Cuttack. In 1980 and 1985, Bachelor 
Degree in Physical Education (B. P. Ed.) and Master’s Degree in 
Physical Education (M. P. Ed.) were introduced respectively. Education 
is imparted to teachers and students on various aspects ofthe game 
as well as principles of physical education, anatomy and physiology 
of human body and first aid, sports, medicines, etc. The institution is 
affiliated to the Utkal University. There were 30 (including 4 women) 
students for B. P. Ed. course and 10 (including one woman) for M. P. Ed. 
course during 1988-89. Number of teachers was 4. There is a 
hostel and the boarders are given stipends during their training 
period. 


Radhanath Institute of Advance Studies in Education, Cuttack 


The Cuttack Training College (later aamed as Radhanath Training 
College) was established in 1923. 


The College prepared graduates for Licenciate in Teaching (L. T.) 
Course which was rendered D. Ed. (Diploma in Education) course 
after 1926. In 1948, the Cuttack Training College was renamed as the 
Radhanath Training College in memory of late Radhanath Ray, the 
Celebrated poet of Orissa. In 1955. the D. Ed. course was upgraded to 
B. Ed. (Bachelor of Education) course as per a new regulation. The 
college is affiliated to the Utkal University. 


The college functions in its own building adjacent to the 
Ravenshaw Collegiate School. In 1957, one-year post-graduate course 
leading to M. Ed. (Master of Education) Degree was started. 


The College, the oldest training institute of the state, has been 
upgraded as an Institute for Advanced Studies in Education (I. A. S. E.) 
by the Government of India with effect from 1988-89. The college 
imparts teaching to 128,24 and 12 students in B.Ed, M.Ed. and 
M. Phil. courses respectively. The institution is now renamed as 
the Radhanath Institute of Advance Studies in Education. Research 
and in-service teachers’ training programmes are also undertaken in 
this institution. This college provides Ph. D. fellowships. 


The Ravenshaw Collegiate School and the Practising Government 
Girls’ High School are the two laboratory schools of the College to 
Carry out experimentation and innovations in school education. 
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Shri Ram Chandra Bhanja Medical College, Cuttack 


The Shri Ram Chandra Bhanja Medical College, Cuttack is the oldest 
centre of medical teaching and trainingin the state. The institute was 
started as a small dispensary in the premises of the present medical college 
during Maratha period to render medical assistance to sick pilgrims 
en-route to Puri. It was converted into a small hospital after the British 
took over th2 administration of Orissa. Regular financial assistance was 
made available for smooth running of the hospital. In 1875, Dr. Steward, 
the then Civil Surgeon of Cuttack, thought of starting a medical school 
utilizing this hospital as an infrastructural nucleus and with the kind support 
and siacere patronage of Sir Richard Temole, the then Lt. Governor, and 
the Divisional Commissioner, Mr.T.&. Rivenshaw, the Orissa Medical 
School came into being. Since then, Licentiate Medical Practitioners 
(L.M.P.) were trained and in 1916-17 O;sissa Madical School was affiliated 
to the Bihar and Orissa Medical Examination Board which granted the 
L.M.P. Diploma. 


Major A.T. Anderson, who was the Principal of the Orissa Medical 
School-cum-Civil Surgeon of Cuttack during the tenure of Maharaja 
Krushna Chandra Gajapati Narayan Deo as the Prime Minister of 
Orissa, Proposed to the then Director of Health to promote the Medical 
School into a college and the matter was laid before the Medical Council 
of India. Asa result of this the Orissa Medical College was born on the 
ist of June, 1944. Subsequently the College was named as the Shri Ram 
Chandra Bhanja Medical College. In 1952, the M.B.B.S. Degree of 
this College was recognised by the Medical Council of India. Consequently 
P.G.courses in different disciplines (M.D./M.S.) were started in 1960. 
At present, there is facility for P.G. training in 21 subjects like General 
Medicine, Surgery, Gynaecology, Pediatrics, Psychiatry, Ophthalmology, 
Otorhinolaryngology, etc. Besides post doctoral training facility in 
Cardiology and Neurosurgery, there are super speciality disciplines in 
Clinical Haematology, Endocrinology, Gestroenterology, Urology, 
Cardio-thoracic surgery and plastic surgery. Since 1981, Post-doctoral 
training leading to the award of D.M. and M. Ch. Degree has also been 
instituted in the discipline of Cardiology and Neurosurgery respectively. 


There is one Dental College with 20 seats functioning inthe Shri Ram 
Chandra Bhanja Medical College premises. There are provision for 
Pharmaceutical and Nursing Training in the Shri Ram Chandra Bhanja 
Medical College. , 


The College admits 107 students for a 4 and a half-year M.B..B.S. 
course. Bz:sides, there are 75 seats in the Post-graduate stage including 
37 seats (2-year course for in-service doctors) and 38 seats (3-year course) 
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for Resident House Surgeons. There are also 2 seats in D.M. (Cardiology) 
and 2 seats in M. Ch. (Neurosurgery) course inthe College. More about 
the Institution find mention in the Chapter XVI—‘Medical and Public 
Health Services’. 


Madhusudan Law College, Catiack 


For the first time in the then Orissa Division, provision for teaching 
of Law was made in the Ravenshaw College, Cuttackin 1881. Law classes 
were opened in this college and the successful cindidates were awarded 
Bachelor of Law (B.L.) Degree by the Calcutta University. In 1908,. 
the University framed new reZulations as a result of which B.L. 
classes were closed. The classes were re-opened again after 12 years 
in 1920, Till 1949, Ravenshaw College continued to manage the law 
classes. The Utkal University took over the management of these 
classes in the above year and converted it into a full-fledged constt- 
tuent college named as the Madhusudan LawCollege. This institution 
functioned in the Ravenshaw College building till it was shifted to 
its present site at the Bardhaman House in 1963. Initially B.L. ( now 
LL.B.) was a two-year course. Presently three years teaching after 
graduation is required to qualify for this examination. Apart from 
LL.B. the college also provides teaching in LL.M course since 
1973. Number of students admitted in LL.B. and LL.M. classes 
in this institution during 1988-89 were 1,752 including 104 
women and 45 including one women _ respectively. The teachers 
included 12 males and one female. Total seats available in the 
Preliminary Law class in both morning and day shifts of the 
institution are 610. The present student strength is 1,630. 


The institution, which is the oldest of its kind in the state, provides 
hostel with a capacity to accommodate 100 male students and 
library for its students. There are also two other Law colleges in the 
district namely the Law College, Cuttack and the Dinabandhu Sahu 
Law College, Kendraparha. Both the colleges, which aré privately 
managed, provide teaching in LL.B. course. All these institutions are 
affiliated to the Utkal University. 


College of Accountancy and Management Studies, Cuttack 


The College of Accountancy and Management Studies, Cuttack 
was established in 1962 by the Industries Department of the State 
Government to impart advanced studies in managements and provides 
coaching facilities for professional courses. The college imparts teaching 
in Master of Management Studies, Master of Bank Management, 
Post-Graduate Diploma in Computer and Management, Information 
System, Post-Graduate Diploma in Management. The College is 
affiliated to the Utkal University for these courses. 
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The duration of the course for M.M.S. and M.B.M. are for two 
years whereas for P.G.D.C. and M.IS. and P.G.D.M. Examination 
the students are qualified after completion of an ome-year course. 
There are 16 seats in each of the courses. 


Oral coaching for Intermediate and Financial Cost Accountancy 
Examination as recognised by the Institute of Cost and Works Accounts 
of India, Calcutta and Intermediate Company,Secretaryship Examination 
as recognised by the Institute of Company Secretaries of India, New 
Delhi are provided in this college. There are 125 seats for the above 
two courses. The institution has one hostel for 85 boarders. It also 
has provided a library for its pupils. 

Other Professional Colleges 


In Cuttack, there is one homeopathiccollege. There is a Sanskrit 
college at Kendraparha named as Abhaya Sanskrit College. The homeo- 
pathic College (named as the Cuttack Homeopathic College) is privately 
managed and affiliated to the Utkal University whereas the Sanskrit 
College is affiliated to the Sri Jagannath Sanskrit University, Puri. 
Started in 1982, the Cuttack Homeopathic College admits 25 students 
for a tive and a half year-course (including one-year Housemanship) 
leading to the award of Bachelor in Homeopathic Medicine and 
Surgery ( B.H.M.S.) Degree. One hostel has been provided for the 
students. The IPSAR, Tulasipur, Cuttack established in 1983 and 
recognized in 1993 by the AICTE, Govt. of India, conducts a two-year 
course in PGDM (MBA) and PGDIRPM. 

ADULT EDUCATION 


The Adult Literacy Programme was taken up on the joint efforts 
of the Central and State Governments in the district purely on a functional 
basis since the later part of 1978. Four Project Officers were posted at 
Cuttack, Jajpur, Kendraparha and Athagarh to execute the above 
programme. Each of the Project Officers was assisted by 3 to 4 Assistant 
Project Officers and all these officers were controlled by the District 
Adult Education Officer, Cuttack. Under each Project Officer there were 
300 adult literacy centres and each centre had 30 trainees, A part-time 
Instructor with Rs. 100 per month as honorarium was appointed 
to teach these trainees. Besides, six voluntary organizations of the 
district were given central assistance under this programme. The aim 
ofthe scheme was to impart teaching to rural illiterates within the 
age-group 15 to 35, 


On 31st March, 1992 all the adult literacy centres were closed and 
all the Project Officers and Assistant Project Officers were withdraw?. 
Instead, a post-literacy programme has been launched under which 
about 450 Jana Sikhya-Nilayas, each managed by a Preraka, have been 
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opened in different parts of the district. The members of these Nilayas 
are being supplied books, newspapers, etc. by the District Adult 
Education Officer. Government sanctionedRs. 7,000 for opening of a new 
Jana Sikhya-Nilaya, apart from sanctioning Rs. 7,000 for continuance 
of each of the new and old such Nilayas, 


Government have also launched literacy drive through posters, 
playing records and documentary films to motivate people to participate 
in the programme. 


A Directorate at the state level is functioning at Bhubaneshwar 
which co-ordinates the adult literacy programmes. 


RESEARCH INSTITUTE 
Central Rice Research Institute 


The Central Rice Research Institute is a Central Government 
establishment located at Cuttack in 1946. It is in the administrative 
control of the Indian Council of Agricultural Research (I. C. A. R.). A 
detailed account on it has been givenin chapter IV ( Agriculture 
and irigation). 


INSTITUTIONS FOR CULTIVATION OF FINE ARTS 
Kala Vikash Kendra 


The Kala Vikash Kendrais the foremost cultural organization of 
Orissa engaged in the training and propagation of performing arts 
in the state. Babulal Doshi, an art-loving social worker of Cuttack 
founded this organization in 1952 and since then the Kendra is carrying 
on training and research on Odissi dance, music, drama, folk art and 
fine arts in the state. Different schools of the centre are entrusted 
with the activities of different sections of the performing arts. 


The college of Indian Dance and Music functioning in this Kendra 
is affiliated to the Indira Sangit Viswa Vidyalaya of Khairagarh ( M.I. ) 
and provides teaching facilities up to post-graduate level in the disci- 
plines of Odissi dance, Odissi vocal music, Hindustani vocal music, 
Tabla, violin, guitar and Pakhawas. | 


In the fifties, the Kendra pioneered the movement for regeneration 
of Odissi dance and for its recognition as another form of Indian 
classical dance. This movement was led by eminent Odissi dance 
teachers of the Kendra like Guru Kelucharan Mahapatra and Guru 
Mayadhar Rout. The institute runs a research department on dance 
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and music. It has surveyed the folk dances and music of all the 
13 districts of Orissa and has taken effective steps for their presenta- 
tion and dissemination. It has prepared a graded course of study 
on Odissi dance and Odissi musicup to M.A. Examination for 
adoption by the College of Indian Dance and Music. 


The institute runs an organization named ‘‘Abhinaya”’ for carrying 
on dramatic activities. The stage and auditorium of this institute 
is a centre for major dramatic activities of the State where various 
froupes persue their dramatic activities. 


The Sishu Manjari Organization of the Kendra promotes cultural 
activities among children and maintains a library with books suitable 
for the children. The Folk Art Museum treasures instruments of 
music, masks, ornaments, dressess, paintings and other usables of the 
Adibasi people of Orissa. The Champaklal Mehta Fine Arts Centre 
teaches paintings to various students. 


The Kendra maintains a performing group of artists who have 
given performances at various places inside and outside the country 
and has won many laurels. The journal for performing arts, published 
from this Kendra, has served a great deal in enlightening the people 
interested inthe dance form and has enriched the art and culture of 


Orissa. 


The Kendra, through the Distressed Artists’ Fund has been generous 
enough to the artists by providing them with fjnancial assistance 
in their old age and also helping them in their financial distress. The 
Kendra is a pioneering institute of Orissa devoted entirely to the 
cultural devclopment of fyne arts and music of the state and has 
attained great distinction. 


Uthal Sangeet Samaj 


The Utkal Sangeet Samaj is a culturat organization of eminence 
dedicated tothe promotion of Odissi dance and music inthe state. 
The organization was founded in 1933 at Cuttack by Lakshmikanta 
Choudhury who wes a Professor of Sanskrit in Ravenshaw College. 
Since its inception the organization is pursuing various courses in 
its endeavour to encourage and popularise QOdissi dance and music 
tn the state. 


The Organization imparts lessons to school and college students 
in Odissi dance and music through prescribed syllabus of its ow? 
and awards Certificutes of Diploma in Music and Dance. The institu: 
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tion holds state level Odissi song and dance competitions to fiad out 
new talents and organizes conferences to popularise the art. The 
artistes of this institution give performances on stage, Doordarshan 
and AliIndia Radio on various occasions. 


National Music Association 


Established in 1943 at Cuttack by a young group of music lovers, 
the National Music Association is now a renowned institute teaching 
classical music to students since 1947 upto M. Mus. (Sangeet Alankar) 
standard in Hindustani classical music. The school ts affiliated to the 
Gandharva Mahavidyalaya Mandal of Bombay. Vocal music is 
taught inthe style of Gwalior Gharana following the syllabus of the 
Mandal. The examination in Hindustani classical music is held through 
written, oral and practical (demonstration) tests to award M. Mus. 
Diploma. In 1951 regular classes in Odissi dance and music was 
also started and teaching was imparted by eminent Gurus. The 
teaching wing ofthe Association is known as Utkal College of Music 
and Dance or Utkal Nrutya Sangeet Mahavidyalaya. 


In 1951, the drama division ofthe association was opened. The 
drama division through innovations and experiments brought about 
new developments in contemporary dramatic performances. 


Besides teaching Odissi, Vocal, music and dance, the Association 
participates in seminars, cultural exchange programmes and gives 
Odissi dance and Odissi vocal performances and has own many laurels 
through its recitals. The association has also made notable contri- 
bution tothe field of folk songs, folk dances and puppetry. 


_ Alist ofsome other institutions of the district imparting teaching 
in dance, drama and music is given below : 


\. Jagulai Yubak Sangha, At~—Jhadeswarpur, P. O. Haladia, 
Via— Nischintkoili, Cuttack -754207 


2. Sarala Sangeeta Kala Parishad, At/ P.O. Kandarpur, Cuttack 


3. Jayanti Sangeet Kaia Niketan, At/P. O. Gadadharpur, 
Via—Tigiria, Cuttack 


4, Binapani Kala Pitha, At Chandikhol Chhak, P. O. Sungura, 
Via—Dhanamandal, Cuttaek 


5. Shri Shri Swapneswara Kala Niketan, Kantabania, P. O. 
Chhatrapura, Via—Pritipur, Cuttack 
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10. 
11. 
a2. 


13. 
14. 


15. 
16. 
17. 


18. 
19. 


20. 
. Sarangapur, P. O. Rasulpur, Via. Kabirpur, Cuttack 


ahs 
22, 


23. 


24. 


20. 


CUTTACK 


. Satyanarayan Sangeeta Natak Krida Parishad, At. Chedokoni, 


P. O. Gajabandha, Via. Mahakalparha -754224, Cuttack 


. Sulochana Music and Art College, At / P. O. Madhusudanpur, 


Via. Binjharpur, Cuttack 


. Ananta Kala Kshetra, At/ P.O. Niali, Cuttack 
. Binapani Sangeet Natak Centre, At. Radhakantapatna, P. O. 


Bentapada, Via. Athagarh, Cuttack 


Mukti Kalamandir, Dhuanpatria Lane, Bakharabad, Cuttack 
Ramachandra Kala Mandir, At/P.Q. Tarikunda, Cuttack 


Rural Development Community Centre, At. Gourapara, 
P. O. Mahanga, Cuttack 


Utkal Sangeet Samaj, Talatelenga Bazar, Cuttack 


Binapani Sangeet Sadan, At. Balia, P. O. Bhagabatpur, 
Via. Kendraparha, Cuttack 


Baleswari Sangeet Kala Niketan, At /P. O. Nischintkoili, 
Cuttack 


Sangeet Parijat Dance and Music College, College Square, 
Cuttack 


Natyakar Ramachandra Jayanti Parishad, At / P. O. Tarikunda, 
Cuttack 


Dasarathpur Kala Bikash Kendra, At/P. O. Dasarathpur, 
Cuttack 


Chakadola Club, At. Barahipur, P.O. Osanga, Via. Mahanga, 
Cuttack- 754200 


Kalinga Bharati Sangeetakala Niketan, At. Kuakhia, 


Tulasi Cultural Association, Kendraparha - 754211 
Abhipsa Sangeet Natak Kala Niketan, Asureswar, Cuttack 


Gokulachandra Sangeet Sadan, At / P. O. Kendraparha, 
Cuttack 


National Art Akademi, At. Oranda (G. P.), P. O. Bali 
(Athagarh), Cuttack. 754029 


Gopal Das Memorial Cultural Organisation, At. Nasipur, 
P. O. Badamula-basanta, Via. Kendraparha, Cuttack 
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26. Shri Jagannath Sangeet Mahavidyalaya, At. Tentulinali, 
P. O. Uttamapur, Cuttack 


27. Annapurna Kala Parishad, Mahanadi Vihar, Plot No. 979, 
Cuttack-4 


28. Jayadurga Purana Pitha, At/P. QO. Indupur (Haroli), Cuttack 


29. National Music Association, Buxi Bazar, Cuttack-753001 


30. Kala Vikash Kendra, Cuttack 


31. Janata Kalakendra Kothi, At/P. ©. Baharana, Via. Bali- 
kuda, Cuttack | 


Art / Craft 
1. Sunday Art School, Prajatantra Campus, Cuttack 
2. Champaklal Mehta Art School, Kala Vikash Kendra 


3, Prativa Vikash Pratisthan, Rajabagichha Labour Colony, 
Cuttack-9 


4. Cuttack College of Art and Craft, Muhamuddia Bazar, Cuttack 
(functioned up to 1982) 


SPORTS 
Orissa Olympic Association 


Before formation of the Orissa Olympic Association, different 
outdoor and indoor games of the district were managed by the Orissa 
Athletic Association which was continuing since 1908. The 
activities of the Association was confined only to football. athletics, 
cricket and hockey in the areas like Cuttack, Paralakhemundi, Brahmapur, 
Jatni and Baripada. It was felt necessary to have the regular State 
Olympic Association and to involve the districts of Orissa in the 
Movement. Accordingly, inthe year 1946 the ad hoc Orissa Olympic 
Association was formed. Immediately the State Government introduced 
financial assistance to the sports associations, which was first of its 
Kind inthe country. Inthe beginning, the Orissa Olympic Asso- 
Clation was confgned in its activities to football, hockey, cricket, 
athletics and annual sports in co-operation with the Orissa Athletic 
Association. The Barabati Stadium isthe property of the Association. 
Two members from each of the district athletic associations and 
all state level sports associations, its founders and life members, 
Director of Public Instruction and Secretary, Orissa Council of Sports 
constitute the Association. There is an Executive Committee which 


Manages and supervises the affairs of the sports in the state and also 
the stadium, 
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Barabati Stadium 

The Barabati Stadium is an important landmark inthe development 
of games and sports inthe state. The magnificent stadium is situated 
in Cuttack City facing the ruins of the historic Barabati Fort and 
occupies part of the ancient Berabati area—hence the name Barabati 


Stadium. 


In the year 1949 when Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab was the Prime 
Minister of Orissa, the State Government made available 20 acres of 
jand inthe Barabati Fort area tothe Orissa Olympic Association for 
the building of a Stadium. But fjnancia]  stringencies made it 
dificult forthe Orissa Olympic Association to get on with the cons- 
truction of the stadium. The committed organisers decided on floating 
lottery to raise money for the stadium. Initial funds for running the 
Jottery was arranged by the Orissa Police by staging boxing and 
wrestling contests. The lottery was floated and as many as 37 draws 
were held successfully. After mecting all the expenses connected with 
the running ofthe raffles, a major portion of the surplus money was 
diverted. for the construction of the Barabati Stadium. The construc 
tion of the stadium was started in 1950. The following years portray 
the grand spectacle of a grim struggle waged by a determined bard of 
organisers like Bhairab Chandra Mohanty, Sailen Kumar Ray, Mibir 
Kumar Rao and Joe Hyde to give shape to an idea which blossomed 
into reality andthe Barabati Stadium came into being. The Stadium 
owes its existence tothe untiring efforts and dedication of late Bhairad 
Chandra Mohanty. 


Built with modern skill and ingenuity, the stadium has four 
covered galleries, club house and pavilion that can accommodate 
24,500, 1,200 and 1,500 spectators respectively. However, when people 
are required to seat for a short period, the capacity is increased to 
35,000. The pavilion has been built for distinguished visitors-cum- 
high denomination ticket holders. Besides, an up-to-date double 
storey building asthe club house within which are a large hall upstairs, 
alarge hall down stairs with a wooden floor, a fixed stage, anterooms 
and boxed seats have been provided. 


Below the tiered cemented seats of the public galleries in extensive 
semi-circular blocks are offices, reception and living rooms for guests, 
committee rooms and bath rooms with latest modern fittings. The 
double storey Gate House houses the offices of the Orissa Olympic 
Association and provides a grandstand view of the attractive oval- 
shaped green turf, well-cured and toned to serve the diverse purposes 
of this composite stadium. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


EDUCATION AND CULTURE 801 


The seven-storey torch-cum-clock tower of the stadium is 100 ft. 
high. It has been specially built to hold the bowl where the flame of 
competitions is being kept. The stadium has tennis court and 
hostels for both male and female athletes. The players’ dormitory can 
accommodate 500 players atatime. There are facilities for the games 
of football, hockey, basketball, volleyball, gymnastics, table tennis, 
lawn tennis, badminton, cricket, judo, karate, handball, weight lifting, 
wrestling, cycling and boxing. As stated earlier, one Executive 
Committee manages and supervises the affairs of the sports in the 
state and also of the stadium. 


The Olympic Association has rented rooms on monthly basis 
and provides facilities for conferences and for the purpose of marriages 
on rent. The average collection of rent is ten lakhs of rupees per 
year. The association provides annual grant to its affiliated district 
and state level sports associations from the fund to promote sports 
and games, 


The stadium has witnessed many national and = international 
competitions and has helped the promotion of sports and _ allied 
activities of the state to a great extent. 


Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium 


A centrally air conditioned Indoor Stadium named as the Jawaharlal 
Nehru Indoor Stadium has been constructed at Cuttack at a cost of 
Rs.4,34,80,362/-. Out of the said amount, Rs.4°25 crores has been spent 
exclusively for construction purpose and the balance amount has been 
spent for other ancillary works. The construction of this stadium was 
taken up in 1983-84 and was completed in March 1987. The stadium 
provides facilities for playing indoor games like gymnastics, volleyball, 
basketball, tennis, table tennis, badminton, weight lifting and wrestling, 
etc. The Stadium when free from indoor games, is letout for cultural 
shows. 


CULTURAL AND LITERARY ORGANIZATIONS 


Quite a good number of cultural and literary organizations are 
functioning in almost all the urban areas and in some of the villages 
in the district. The primary functions of these organizations are to 
organize literary and cultural meetings, symposia, to stage drama 
and variety shows, and to organize indoor and outdoor games. Some 
of these organizations are also publishing journals and books. An 
Account of some of these institutions is given as follows. 
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Utkal Sahitya Samaj, Cuttack 


The Utkal Sahitya Samaj is the pioneer literary and cultural 
organization of Orissa. An organization named ‘““Alochana Sabha” 
was started by a group of students in 1893 with the active support 
of Bhaktakabi Madhusudan Rao, a prominent literary figure of Orissa. 
The “Utkal Sammilani’” which was started with a view to forming a 
separate province of Orissa consisting of all outlying Oriya speaking 
tracts, decided in its conference on 7th May, 1903 to form “Utkal 
Sahitya Samaj” for the development of Oriya literature and the 
‘“Alochana Sabha” merged into it. The organization had prominent 
personalities of Orissa as its members. 


At the beginning, the Organization confined its activities to holding 
discussions on literary and historical subjects and organising library 
and collection of books. One historical research unit was started and 
an Oriya dictionary was compiled and published on behalf of the 
Organization. In 1933, the Utkal Sangeet Samaj was started as an 
offshoot of this institution to propagate and encourage Odissi dance 
and music inthe state. Due to some unpleasant development in the 
society, the library of the Samaj was removed to a different place 
under another institution named ‘‘Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Pathagar”. 
Another offshoot ofthis institution was the “Oriya Sahitya Parishad” 
which had the credit of publishing a literary magazine named 
“Sahakar’’. In 1947, the institution was made-a member of the 
P. E. N. (poets, essayists and novelists of India) and eminent 
litterateurs like Dr. Arta Ballav Mohanty, Kalandi Charan Panigrahi 
and Pandit Banambara Acharya pioneered the literary activities of the 
institution. A magazine named ‘“Jagaran’? was __ published. 
Among other things, the institution organized literary festivals, 
demonstration of Odissi songs and dance and started a publication unit 
which published a number of books and collected portraits of eminent 
personalities of Orissa. During this time the Utkal Gourab Madhusudan 
Library was taken up by the institution. 


The institution celebrated its “Diamond Jubilee’ in 1972. On 
this occasion, a literary conference was organized. 


The institution is now engaged in organising literary competitions, 
Kabi Sammilani, publication of books, felicitating eminent personalities 
in literature and fine arts, micro-filming of old newspapers and periodicals 
and preservation of portraits of eminent literary persons. The 
institution also awards prizes in various literary competitions and has 
also many valuable publications to its credit. 
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The Prachi Samiti was a literary organization founded in 1926 
by Dr. Arta Ballabha Mohanty at Cuttack. The society, which has 
vow ceased functioning, aimed ct publishing old Sanskrit and Oriya 
literature which were hitherto unpublished. Till then though some rich 
medieval Oriya literature preserved in palm-leaf manuscripts hed been 
published, critical editions were hardly available. This state of affairs 
drew the attention of some scholars. It was Dr. Arta Ballabha 
Mohanty, who took up the challenge. 


After the formation of the soctety, fourty-nine books were 
pubiished with critical introduction, discussion on the date of the 
authors and with exhaustive notes. These publications include great 
literary works like Rasakallola, Mathura Mangala, Ushabhilasa, 
Nalacharita, Bidagdha Chintamani (Vols. H, iff, FY end V~) 
Labanyabati (Vols, I and ID, Chaitanya Bhagabata, Madala Pan 
and Chaturabinoda. For facilitating the publication of the books,a 
printing press was founded in a building at Ganesh Ghat by the 
side of the Kathjodi river. A quarterly research journal was also 
published under the title ‘Prachi’. 


The works of the society greatly contributed tc the hiterary beritage of 
Orissa. 


Kalinga Bharati, Cuttack 


The Kalinga Bharati is a literary organization established in 1943 
at Cuttack by the eminent litterateur late Bichhanda Charan Patanayak. 
The Utkal Chhatra Sahitya Samaj is an incorporated body of the 
organization and along with its, parent organization aims at bringing 
about a renaissance in Oriya national culture and purge out baneful 
influences of western culture on it. 


The organisation has adopted collection of palm-leaf manuscripts 
as one of its prominent plank of programmes and publish them after 
meticulous editing. The twin organizations have brought out Hindi 
and English translations of Oriya classics. The Baidehisa Bilasa of 
Upendra Bhanja has been translated into Hindi and Rasika Harabali 
ofthe same poet has been translated into German language. 
Transliteration of texts has also been attempted to acquaint the outer- 
world with the expression and the prcnounciation patterns of Ortva 
language and the metre structure of Oriya literary texts. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


804 CUTTACK. 


{In order to enrich Oriya literature, the organization has also 
attempted to translate prominent literary works of other languages 
as well as of world literature. The ‘Bhanja Mandapa’, now under 
construction by the Kalinga Bharati is all set to be a centre of art, 
culture and literature of Orissa. The organization celebrates the 
Jayanti festival of Upendra Bhanja every year in mid-May. 


Prajatantra Prachar Samiti, Cuttack 


For the development and spread of Oriya literature, art, culture 
and journalism, the Prajatantra Prachara Samiti was founded at Cuttack 
on 8th August, 1947. Late Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab was the founder 
and editor of this literary organization. The management of the 
Samiti is entrusted to a 5-member committee. A daily newspaper 
*Prajatantra’ is being published on behalf of the Prajatantra Prachara 
Samiti. The newspaper also covers literature, dance, music along with 
political and social news. Dr. Mahtab continued as its editor till 
his death in the year 1987. He brought out an article under the 
heading ‘Gan Majlis’ c dt a@eaa >) weekly in this paper focusing 
attention of the authorities and the public on various aspects and 
problems of rural life in very simple and colloquial Oriya which was 
very popular among the masses. For this he was awarded Kendriya 
Sahitya Akademi award. This has now been published in two 
volumes. 


The newspaper publishes a monthly literary magazine named 
‘Jhankara” and on the anniversary day of the magazine i. ¢., 00 
Mahavisuba Sankranti, a literary congregation popularly styled as 
‘Bisuba Milan’ ¢ Gag fi@p > is held and on this occasion eminent 
personalities from various Indian languages are invited to address the 
congregation and prizes and citation are given to eminent writers io 
Oriya on this occasion. 


Litterateurs in Oriya are awarded on this occasion with cash 
prizes and citations. To encourage children’s literature the writers 
of ‘Minabazar’, a children’s magazine, are also awarded. The organiza 
tion also publishes a popular weekly feature magazine ‘Prajatanfr 
Saptahiki’, 


The Universe, Cuttack 


The Universe, a premier organization of Orissa is working at Cuttack 
for the cultural, social and economic development of the _ state. 
Started in 1973, the organization has now diversified its activities. 
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The organization conducts seminars on various subjects and invite 
eminent personalities from various walks of life to deliver speeches. 
[ts initiative to sponsor excavation at Lalitagiri, Udayagiri and Ratnagiri 
is laudable. All these activities were pursued undera forum called 
the National Forum which was subsequently replaced by the Council 
of Cultural Growth and Cultural Relations which later became the 
Trust Body of all the organizations working under it and also became 
the owner of the campus called “The Universe”. 


The Institute of Oriental and Orissan Studies is a separate body 
working under the “Universe”? which is entrusted with the responsibility 
of organising seminars and publication works. Seminars conducted by 
this organization covers subjects like religion, environment, tribal 
folk culture, etc. The organization hasso far published five volumes 
of books on folk culture. {[t has its own printing press. 


The organization exchanges delegates with foreign countries and 
Croposes to introduce teaching cf foreign languages. The Utkal 
University has recognised the institute as a teaching centre for foreign 
languages’ and research. 


The Institute of Historical Studies is another body of the Universe 
which also conducts annual seminars and conferences and honours 
eMinent historians. 


The Councit of Environmental Research and Awareness, Society 
tor German Studies and Ralations; Annapurna, a Women’s Organisation, 
the Einstien Science Club, Institute of Oriental and Orissan Studies, 
each a separate body working under the ‘Universe” having their own 
office bearers function independently in their respective fields. All these 
Organisations help in projecting the cultural heritage of Orissa and 
acquaint people with the cultural traditions of other people. 


The ‘Universe’ has also an organisation for children cailed “Maitree 
Manjari”, which organises functions for the children. Ali these 
organisations which have separate office bearers function under the 
Universe inthe campus which hasthe central building of the organisation 
aamed Sanskruti Bhawan. There is also a technical institute for women 
and a library ran by the Universe. One Executive Committee manages 
the organisation which gets financial assistance in sbape of men bership 
fees and aid from Government. 
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Sarala Sahitya Sansad, Cuttack 

To perpetuate the memory of Sarala Das, the great Oriya poet, 
Sarala Sahitya Sans:d was formed in Cuttack in 1982. The society 
organizes literary conferences and seminars where eminent scholars 
deliver lectures on Sarala literature. The Sansad has endeavoured to 
bring into focus the epic works of Sarala Das and has so far published 
eleven bvoks in Oriya on various aspects of Sarala and other old poets’ 
literature. Notable among them are Sarala Sahitya Samukhya, 
Sarala Mahabharata, Sarala Katha Sarita, Sarala Srustira Diga Diganta 
and Sarala Katha Kallola. The book, Mahabharatara Pattabhum: 
Vyasadeva O° Sarala Das is a comparative study between eighteen Parvas 
of Sarala Miuhabharata and Vyasa’s Mahabharata. ‘Sarala Das 
Katha Sagar’ is a Hindi publication of the society which consists of 
twenty-four stories of Sarala Mahabharata translated into 
Hindi. ‘Stories from Sarala’s Mahabharata’ is an English publication 
of the Samiti which has twenty-four stories of Sarala Das translated into 
English. The Sansad has undertaken translation of Oriya _ stories 
into Bengali and also works on Bhagabat of Jagannath Das. 


The Sansad has instituted a literary award, namely the Sarala 
Samman ( Gael AAG )s since 1986 which carries a cash award of two 
thousand rupees and a citation. The award is given annually to 
eminent Oriya writers for their contribution to Oriya literature. 


Oriya Gabesatia Parishad, Cuttack 


This literary organization was founded in 1980 at Cuttack and 
is managed by an Executive Committee consiSting of nine members. 
The membership of this organization constitutes eminent litterateuré 
from the state aS well as the Universities outside the state. 


The primary objective of the Oriya Gabesana Parishad is research 
on Oriya language. Besides, the organization has to its credit some 
useful publications. Jt also organizes symposia on language and 
literature. 


A half-yearly research journal named *Bshana’ is published op 
behalf of this organization. | 
Gokarnika Sahitya Samaj, Dharmashala 


_ The Gokarnika Sahitya Samaj was established in 1974 at Dharma- 
shala in Cuttack district. The affairs of the society is managed by a 
six-member committee. The organization conducts the J ayanti ceremony 
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of eminent children litterateur Pandit Upendra Tiipathi. On this 
occasion, the Gokarnika Award is presented to distinguished writers 
for their contribution to children’s literature. The organization also 
conducts literary symposia from time to time, 


A monthly literary magazine named ‘ Gokarnika’ is published by 
this organization. 


BhaSa Samiti, Cuttack 


The Bhasa Samiti was established in 1973 at Cuttack and since 
then it has been working as a cultural organization for analytical study of 
Oriya and other Indian languages and achievement of national inte- 
gration through linguistic interaction. 


The organization is managed by a nine-member committee and runs 
a library with financial assistance received from the members and 
Government organizations. It also publishes a bulletin. 


The Bhasa Samiti has a future plan of publishing books and doing 
research on the impact of non-Aryan languages and tribal dialects on 
Oriya and other Indian languages. 


Ganakabi Smruti Sansada, Cuttack 


The Ganakabi Smruti Sansada was established in 1975 with the 
objective of celebrating the birth anniversary of the noted Oriya 
dramatist Baishnaba Pani. Oa this occasion a literary symposium is 
held and dance-drama competition is organized. A seven-member 
advisory board assists the Sansada in its functioning. 


Madhu Smruti, Cuttack 


Madhu Smruti, Cuttack is an organization formed to celebrate the 
birth and death anniversary of Utkal Gourab Madhusudan Das, known 
as the father of Orissan renaissance. A working committee organizes 
the functions of the organization. 


Adyasakth Sahitya Sansada, Cuttack 
This organization was founded in 1981 at village Kantapada, P.O. 
Kanakpur in Cuttack district. The organization celebrates various 


functions on religious occasions and also conducts literary activities 
like poetry recitation and literary discussions. 


A literary quarterly magazine named ‘Palli Prativa’ is published on 
behalf of the organization. 
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Nabin Biswa Sahitya Sangathana, Dharmashala 

It is a social and cultural organization founded in 1980 at 
Dharmashala and is working for the research, development aad 
popularisation of modern Oriya literature. 


A number of symposia have been conducted by the organization 
and souvenirs containing research articles have been published. 


A literary magazine named Nabina Biswa is published on behalf 
of this organization. 
Utkal Bharati Smruti Sansada, Adhanga 

Established at Adhanga Sasana in 1980, Utkala Bharati Smruti 
Sansada is a cultural organization which conducts literary symposia 
and invites eminent literary persons of Orissa to participate init. If 
also organizes welfare programmes relating to adult education and 
development of creative activities among children. The Sansada also 
observes National Days and celebrates birth anniversary of emineat 
personalities of Orissa. 


Sanjay Smruti Sikshya Sanskrutika Parishad, Athanga 


Established in 1980 at Adhanga Sasana in Cuttack district, the 
organization conducts literary sysmposia and celebrates various cultural 
functions. A meeting of freedom fighters is also held here every year. 
A twelv-member organizing committee looks into the functioning of 
this institute. 


Jugantara Sanskrutika Parishad, Ghatakula 


With a view to improving literary and cultural consciousness among 
rural mass the Jugantara Sanskrutika Parishad was established in 198! 
at Ghatakula in Cuttack district. 


Besides organising literary activities, the organisation celebrates the 
birth anniversary of eminent poet Abhimanyu Samantasinghara. Qa 
this occasion debates, essay and song competitions are held among 
school students and the winners are awarded prizes. 


“Jugantara”, a literary magazine, is published on behalf of the 
Parishad. It hasalso a library of its own. 


Utkalamani Anchalika Club, Lunigan 


The Utkalamani Anchalika Club was found in 1982 at Luniganin 
the district. The club celebrates the Jayanti ceremony of Gopabandhu 
Das and on this occasion conducts debates and other competitions. 
On the days of national importance, intereclub debate competitions 
are also held. To create religious awakening among the people, 
symposia on religious subjects are also organized from time to time. 


The club depends on membership fees and donations for its manage- ] 
ment. 
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Chasi Mulia Pathagara, Darbachha 


This is an old library established in 1956 at Darbachha village 
near Marshaghai. The library aims at creating reading habit among 
people and for that also organises literary discussions and invites 
eminent writers of the State to participate in it. The organisers also 
stage drama to encourage young artists to prove their talents. The 
book bank of this library helps students for higher studies by lending 
them books. There isa planofthe organization to undertake pubii- 
cation work. 


GRAMPHONE RECORD LiBRARY 


There is a Gramophone Recod Library at Kubera Sahi, Ranikat, 
Cuttack. [t is known as Kala Sangeet, Cuttack. The owner is 
Indramani Sahu. He has collected, classified and preserved more 
than 2,500 gramophone records. 


PUBLIC LIBRARIES 


The public library system can be traced back to the days of the 
Chatasalis and the Tungis. These were maintained mainly ir the 
form of palm-leaf manuscripts bythe villagers or the head of the 
village. The Chatasalis, managed by the Abdhanas had also a few 
palm-leaf manuscripts. The Britishers brought with them the modera 
schools and colleges with provision for libraries. They also encouraged 
the establishment of public libraries. 


The credit for establishing academic libraries goes tothe Christiaa 
Missionaries John Peter and Bampton Peggs. With the establishment of 
Baptist Missionary Schools and Orissa Mission Press, the growth of 
hbrary was further accelerated. The missionary school libraries tad 
books on Christianity. With Government grant for management of 
schools, European Literature found place in the libraries. After 
Macaulay’s Minutes, scientific literatures were included. The libraries 


usually contained books in regional laangaage, English, Sanskrit, 
Arabic. 


_ Wood’s Despatch of 1854 brought out further changes in sckcotl 
library development inthe district. It also emphasised on girls’ schocls 
and translation of text books inte provincial languages. Th 
Education Commission of India (1881) further enlarged the scope 
and with this background the academic libraries system was further 
developed, A library in Cuttack named as the Cuttack Library was 
started on Ist April, 1859 by Dr.E. Roer, first Inspector of Schools of 
Orissa Division with help of Mr. R. N. Shore, Commissioner of Orissa 
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and others. The library had 528 books. Another library started in 
Cuttack by Siksha Bidhayika Sabha on the 24th April, 1881. It figured 
in the Utkal Dipika of the 30th April, 1881. Presently, all the schools 
and colleges of the district provide library facilities toa good number 
of users. In the college level, besides the degree colleges, College of 
Accountancy and Management, S.C. B. Medical College, Radhanath 
Training College (all of Cuttack) have very good libraries with huge 
collection of books. The Kanika Library of Ravenshaw College, 
Cuttack which was established inthe later part of the 19th century ts 
one of the oldest and the best librariesin the state with huge collec- 
tion of text books, journals and reference books. The library has 
more than one lakh books and is the centre of study for hundreds of 
students and research scholars. Another library which was established 
during this period, is the Jubilee library, Kendraparha. 


The administrative library development system inherited from the 
ancient infrastructural concept of archives and record rooms was in 
operation by the time Cuttack was taken asthe provincial city. With 
the introduction of paper books and documents in record offices, the 
concept took a change. Later, the British system of record offices and 
libraries for the use of officers developed. The Record Room and 
library maintained by the Board of Revenue, Cuttack is one of the 
oldest and richest institutions of its kind where many valuable Govern- 
ment records are preserved for reference of Government officials and 
scholars. Some of these old valuable records have now been shifted 
tothe Orissa State Archives, located in the capital city, Bhubaneshwar. 
Revenue Divisional Commissioner, Central Division, Cuttack, District 
Collectorate Office, Directorate of Map and Survey, Government 
Printing Press, Orissa High Court, All-India Radio, Doordarshan 
Kendra, Central Rice Research Institute, Press Information Bureau, 
Board of Secondary Education, Orissa, Public Service Commission 
Office and some other Government establishments have their own 
libraries with many useful books. The Cultural Affairs Department 
and the Information and Public Relations Department maintain one 
District Library each at Cuttack. 


The press organizations also maintain special libraries for their 
use. The Matrubhumi, the Prajatantra, the Samaj, News of the World 
and other such organizations have their own libraries with old publi- 
cations of their newspapers which are useful for reference purpose. 
There are library-cum-reading rooms at the district and subdivisional 
headquarters. 
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Besides, hundreds of socio-cultural organizations and private 
justitutions in various villages and towns inthe district also have their 
own libraries. The rural libraries are benefited from the Raji Ram 
Mohan Ray Foundation, Calcutta since 1972. 

CULTURAL AND LITERARY BACKGROUND 

The district formed a part of the Kalingan cinvire of by. sone days. 
The land of Kalinga fads mention in the epic, th: Mahabharata, Pal 
Jatakas and different Puranas. Kulingan merchants and ttaders had 
prosperous trade relations with distant countries and their supremacy 
over the sea is evident from the reference tothe kings of Kaling: as 
“the lord of the sea” (Mihodadhipati) * in Raghuvamsa of Kalidasa, 
The prosperity of thisland had attracted Ashok (273 B. C.-232 B.C) 
to fight the bloodiest battle in history known as the Kalinga War to 
aitest the independent and prosperous region to his vast empire, Th: 
Ashokan inscriptions at Dhauli and Jaugada bear witness tothe Lost 
glory ofthe proud and prosperous people of Kalinga. The linguage 
used in these edicts is Pali-Prakrit which gives evidence of a linguage 
then spoken or understood by at least some people of this region. 

The records left by Emperor Kharavela inthe {st century B.C. 
on the ceiling of the Hatigumpha cave in Udayagii bill near 
Bhubaneshwar shows that Orissa, even two thousand years ago, hada 
highly developed society and culture. The language used in the inscrip- 
tion is an earlier form of the Magadhi Prakrit and is closer to the 
present-day Oriya. From the fifth century A. D., we, however, 
come across a series of inscriptions from which we get an idea about 
the spread of Sanskrit language in this part of the country. The 
texts of the epigraphs give us an idea that the composers of these 
texts were vastly learned in Sanskrit literature. 

Orissa has a rich tradition of Sanskrit learning and culture which 
began during the Sailodbhava rule over this land from circa 7th century 
A.D. and continued unabated in the subsequent centuries. The rulers 
of medieval Orissa patronised Sanskrit and many Sanskrit poets and 
scholars adorned their courts. The Hindu kings of Ortssa were great 
patrons of learning and some of them were accomplished scholars and 
writers in Sanskrit. Gajapati Kapilendra Deva (1435—66 A. D.), the 
founder of the Solar dynasty in Orissa, is the author of a Sanskrit play 
named “Parasurama Vijaya”. His son Purusottama Deva, though in- 
ferior to him as a warrior, excelled him asa poet. Gajapati Pratapiudra 
Deva (1497—1533 A. D.) was ascholar anda patron of letters. Many 
famous poets adorned his court and their contribution to the Mterature 
of this country is immense. 


Primer 





* Raghuvamsa, VI. p, 44 
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The Gajapati kings of Orissa were also great patrons of Oriya litera- 
ture. During their period Jagannath cult had grown into a symbol of 
Hindu kingship and royal authority. The cult of Jagannath had grown 
into a culture of multiple dimensions and had systematised and assimilate 
ed the essence of many spiritual and religious disciplines and had developed 
into a homogeneous culture under which the culture and literature of 
Orissa grew. 

A. search for plam-leaf manuscripts during the past few decades has 
resulted in the discovery of a large number of Sanskrit manuscripts on 
Kavya, Nataka, Alankara, Sangita, Jyotisha, etc. which were either 
composed or copied in Orissa. Many more must be still lying in the mathas 
or religious monasteries and in the family heirloom of individual house- 
holds. Alot has been written by renowned European and Indian scholars 
about the political history of Orissa and her ancient monuments but 
nothing about any connected and systematic history of the growth 
of Sanskrit literature in Orissa until recent past. The Pali-Prakrit writ- 
ings of Ashok and Kharavela, Sanskrit prose in the copper plate grants 
of Mathara dynasty, the Sanskrit verses ofthe royal grants of Sailodbhava 
Kings and the poetic skill and talent in the copper plate grants of Bhauma- 
kara kings give a clear picture of the development in style and script of 
Sanskrit writings in Orissa. 

The rule of Somavamsi kings witnessed great revival of Brahmanic 
faiths in the holy land of Utkala. Yajati Keshari of this dynasty performed 
Dasashwamedha or ten-horse sacrifices for which he brought ten thou- 
sand Brahmins, well-versed inthe Vediclore and literature from Kanya- 
kubja in Maadhyadesa who after the splendid performance of ten-horse 
sacrifices near Viraja Khetra settled with their families in different parts 
of the region afier receiving land grants from the king. Sanskrit literature 
under the patronage of the royal dynasty developed during this period. 
Sadharana Bhatta, Simha Datta, Purushotama Bhatta, Narayana Satkavi 
aresome of the great Sanskrit scholars of this period who were proficient 
in different branches of learning and contributed alot to Sanskrit litera: 
ture. 


Numerous examples can be cited from the vast number of Orissan 
epigraphic records to show that Sanskrit continued to be cultivated 
in Orissa till the end of the Hindu rule in 1568. The number of poets, 
dramatists and other learned people who composed their works in Sanskrit 
during the Hindu rulein Orissa is numerous. Other branches of Sanskrit 
studies like Jyotisha, Ayurveda, Darshana Smriti, Tantra, etc. also were 
developed under the patronage of benevolent monarchs of Orissa. During 
the reign of Prataprudradeva there was unprecedented development of 
both Sanskrit and Oriya literature. 
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Sanskrit literature also flourished under the patronage of the kings 
of Khurda till Khurda was captured by the British and the king was shifted 
to Puri where members of the royal dynasty continue to stay as the first 
servitor (Adya Sevaka) of Lord Jagannath. 


Dramatic Activities = 


Orissa has a glorious tradition of dance, drama and music. Rulers 
of this sacred land had patronised the performing art through ages. 
Kharavela (1st century B. C.), the emperor of Chedi dynasty, is perhaps 
the only king in the world who declared himself to be an expert in 
“Gandharva Vidya” in his Hatigumpha Cave inscription. Gunga rulers 
were also great patrons of this art as can be seen from different. 
temples and monasteries of Orissa built during their reign. The Surya- 
vamsi kings were themselves dramatists, poets of repute and patronised 
this art wholeheartedly. Gajapati Kapilendradev was the propagator of 
regionallanguage and it was during his period that the great poet Sarala 
Das (15th century A. D.) wrote his voluminous ‘Mahabharat’, the great 
epic in the regional language. As mentioned clsewhere, Kapilendra 
himself wrote ‘Parasuram Vijaya’, a Vyayoga (a drama in one-act) which 
was also staged in Puri. The literary tradition was kept alive by other 
Suryavamsi rulers also. Purushottam Dev, his son, was @ poet and a 
dramatist who wrote Abhinab Venisamhar, Abhinab Geetzgovinda, 
Mukti Chintamani and some other Kavyas. Prataprudra Dev, son of 
Purushottam Dev, also was a poet. His governor for Réjmundry, Ray 
Ramananda Patnaik was a dramatist, who wrote and staged ‘Jagannath 
Ballabh Natak’, Thus, it is seen that Orissa was a famous seat of Sanskrit 
learning where poets, dramatists, rhetoricians, dramaturgists and philo- 
sophers regularly penned their valuable observations. 


Dramas in Sanskrit were regularly staged before selected audiences 
by the kings, zamindars and rich people. Dramas like Anargha Raghab, 
Venisamhara, Chandrakala, Parsuram Vijay, Abhinaba Venisamhara, 
Jagannath Ballabh, etc. were staged in different parts of the then 
Orissa, The common mass were not allowed to enjoy those performances. 
They had their own devices of entertainment, namely Suanga, Yatras, 
Leelas, Dandanatas and other forms of folk-plays and dances. 
As the actors were illiterate, they had to remember the entire script from 
oralinstructions. Moreover, these rural form of visual art grew up from 
the joint authorship of local poets through ages. Hence, no single 
authorship can be attributed to these works. 


(ey epee cr = 


* Dr. Hemanta Kumar Das. 
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Suangas, the oldest form of folk-drama, were in vogue during the 
‘Charya’ period (9th century) as clear reference about ‘Suanga’ is found 
in the Charyas. But we do net know, what type of Suangas were being 
staged during those days. Likewise, Yatra, another form of folk-play 
was also widely performed throughout Orissa. The dramaturgists of 
the region have idsatified ‘Geeta Govinda’, the masterpiece of Jayadeva, 
as & sophisticated form of Yatra. Besides Sanskrit dramas, written 
documents about other branches of folk-plays are not found till 
the advent of printing press; though few palm-leaf manuscripts Cn Rama 
Lila and Krushaa Leela have been discovered. It is not known actually 
how the people of Cuttack entertained themselves till the Britishers 
occupied Orissa ia 1893 and made Cuttack their capital for the Orissa 


Division. 


Modern Oriya drama came into existence under direct British 
ufiuence. Before that we had two parallel streams of entertainment. 
one, the sophisticated Sanskrit plays and the other the folk-dance and 
drama of the common mass. By the time the Britishers came, the Sans- 
krit dramas had already been extinguished and the folk-plays also suffered 
almost extinction being charged of obscenity. 


In 1866, there occurred a serious famine in Orissa which is popularly 
known as ‘Ni-Anka Durvikhya’. The post-famine period was a period 
of decadance in the field of art, literature and other branches of culture. 
However, the scene changed gradually, and with the emergence of moder 
drama in Bengal, dramatic performance in Orissa became inevitable. 


The students of Catholic Mission School of Cuttack erected the 
first proscenium stage and staged portions of Shakesperean drama 
(English) on 27th and 30th July, 1872* which was first of its kind in Orissa. 
In 1878, ‘Ramavishek’, a Bengali play was staged at Cuttack... But 
the credit of staging the first Oriya drama goes to Jagan Mohan Lala, | 
a government servant, who wrote and staged an Oriya drama called 
‘Babaji’ (The Hermit) in 1877 at Mahanga in Cuttack district. Later io 
1881, Ram Sankar Ray wrote and staged ‘Kanchikaveri’ an Oriya drama 
in Cuttack. Gradually, a tradition of stage play grew up and within a 
short time spread totherura!l areas of the district. In far away places, 
especially Bengali dominated areas, regular stage plays were performed. 
Jagan Mohan Lala established a permanent theatre pendal at his native 
place, which was followed by Mahant Raghunath Puri of Kothpada 
Village. Various ameteur theatre parties and cultural organizations 
grew up and regular theatre performances were organized, “The 


————— 








* Utkal Dipika, dated 3rd August, 1972, 
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Ameteur Theatre’—a theatre party patronised by the Utkal Gourav 
Madhusudan Das, Magnetic Theatre, Basanti Theatre, Usha Theatre, 
Binapani Theatre are some ofthe noted theatre groups of the late 19th 
and early 20th century. Dramatic clubs also sprang up in different 
sducational institutions. Towards 1913, a professional stage called 
‘Balanga Art Theatre’ was established at Puri town by Banamali Pati, 
which was a touring party. Very often it came to Cuttack and staged 
Oriya dramas. Govinda Chandra Surdeo and Mohan Sundar Dev 
Goswami also had their own touring parties, who had regular stage 
saows at Cuttack. Kalicharan Patnaik established his ‘Sakhigopal 
Natya Sanshad’ which was aregular visitor to Cuttack. Gradually, 
since forties of this century Orissa Thiatre, Annapurna ‘B’ group, 
Rupasri Theatre, Janata Theatre and Kalasri Theatre pendals were 
established at Cuttack town, which were all professionals. The Anna- 
purna Theatre was active even up to mid-sixties of this century. At 
one time, there were three professional stages at Cuttack town, simulta- 
neously staging Oriya plays. Aswinikumar and Kalicharan set new 
trends in dramatic tradition of the state. However, these theatres 
did not last long due to various reasons. First of all, the 
stereotype drama could not satisfy the audiences. The advent of 
modern cinema and, subsequently, video, became keen contestants of 
the stage plays. Dearth of good organizers and dedicated workers 
lack of patronage and finance gave a heavy set-back to the theatre 
wolld, Thus, professional theatres in Orissa were extinguished. 


In the meantime, several group theatres have come up which 
are presently the only source of hope for the Oriya theatre. They, in 
spite of much hardship, arrange regular stage plays. Dramatists of 
yester years like Manoranjan Das, Pranabandhu Kar have almost stopped 
writing. Only Gopal Chhotray is still active. Later dramatists like 
Bijoy Mishra, Ratnakar Chaini, Ramesh Panigrahi, Kartik Rath, Rati 
Ranjan Mishra are still writing dramas, which are staged by these 
theatre} groups. At present we don’t find much hope for the stage plays, 
as stages have suffered a heavy set-back due to the non-co-operation of 


the audiences, for reasons stated earlier, as is the cese in meny parts of the 
country. 


Yatra 


Yatraisa popular form of folk play and traces of it are found in 
various old scriptures and literature. As stated earlier, from the Hati- 
gumpha inscription it is known that king Kharavela was a great patron 
of dramatic performances and ‘Samajas’ (a popular synonym for drama) 
were regularly staged on a ‘Chattara’ (a specially built pendal) during 
his time. Some critics of dramas are of opinion that there was one 
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en-air stage in Rani Gumpha where regular stage performances eb 
che place. However, this powerful media of mass sarge ion 
4d severe criticism by the western educated intelligentia uring 
: te century. Even Utkal Dipika, the Oriya 


sisi the 19th 
seventies onwards of d it as full of obscenity and of low taste. 


weekly of that period criticise 


In the twentieth century, Bajshnab Pani, notable hit ye 
and Bala Krushna Mohanty, a composer of Yatra, contri i ee 
deal to thjs folk-art. Others who worked for the yn — 
Yatra include Govind Chandra Surdeo, Ram . n Se 
and Krushna Prasad Basu. The present day yatra has °° e pepe 
cial and has lost most of its traditional touch. Presen lee ee 
a number of both professional and amateur Yatra parties ae oe 
who set out ontour from Dusserah festival and return to their 
Quarters before the Raja Sankranti (in mid-June). 


Ramalila 


Ramalila, as a form of folk-drama, is very popular eee 
people and is being traditionally performed in many villages anne 
of the district. There are Ramalila Samitis at many pe a A aan 
from the Ramayan are enacted by local artists night after ie aie 
the Rama Navami days and the people gather In large num ne he 
the show. The Ramalila performances are held in many ee 
of Cuttack. The Ramalila held at the Raghunathy! temple in neta 
and at the Municipality ground in the above city need nant a ate 
Ramalila performances are also held at Asureswar in the Kendrap 


subdivision and at many other places in the district. 
SANSKRIT LITERATURE 


The poet Udayana Acharya, a resident of Puri district, was pay 
with the ruling Ganga family (12th century A. D.). One ) Sea 
stone jnscriptions composed by him which have been sen a 
published so far, belongs to the Subarneswar temple of Niali of .. a ; 
district. It can be dated to circa 1190 A. D. Even though je 
Saptasati’ written by his elder brother Gobardhan had wide sen a , 
in India, no work of Udayan is known to have been aie A 
“Wowever, he earned reputation by writing ‘Bhavabivabini’, the 


commentary of the famous Gitagovinda of Jayadev. 


The poet Bidyadhar is a well-known Sanskrit scholar on Alankat. 
In his work ‘Ekavali’ he has eulogised his patron Ganga emperor 
Narasimhadev I (123864). The bravery and heroism of the king 
Narasimha have been impressively described in several verses of this 
work. 
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The Sandhivigrahika Mahapatra (Minister of peace and war) of 
ths Ganga emperor Narasimha IV of Baranasi Katak (modern Cuttack), 
Krishnananda belongs to the later part of the 14th century. His work 
Sahrudayananda Mahakavyam is an imitation of Sri Harsa’s Naisadhiya 
Charitam Mahakavyam. 


Kaviraj Narayan Das of Kapinjala Gotra, the great great grand- 
father of the profound scholar Viswanath Kaviraj, Chandrasekhar 
Sandhivigrahika Mahapatra, the father of Viswanath Kaviraj and 
Viswanath Kaviraj himself (all balonging to Pari district) were associated 
with different rulers of Ganga dynasty. They were all well-known 
Sanskrit scholars. Narayan Das wrote Sarvangasundari Tika on 
Sri Gitagovindam wh3reas Chandrasekhar Sandhivigrahika Mahapatra 
Wrote Baasarnava and Pusnamila and Viswanath Kaviraj was famous 
for his work Sahitya Darpan. 


As stated earlier, Gajapati Kapilendradev of early 15th century is 
the author of one-act drama named Parasuram Vijaya. His son Gajapati 
Purusottamdey of mid-15th century wrote Mukti Chintamani, Gopal- 
archana Padhati, Namamalika, Avinava Gitagobindam, Ananda Vilasa, 
Dasagrivabadha, Janaki Pramoda, Kuvalayasva Charitam and Avinava 
Venisanharam. His son Gajapati Prataparudra is the author of 
Saraswati Vilasa, Pratapamarttanda or Proudha Pratapamarttanda, 
Nirnaya Sangraham and Kautuka  Chintamani. 


Kavichandra Acharya Dibakar Mishra was born in a family noted 
for their scholarship and poetic talent. He is credited with the authorship 
of Bharatamruta Mahakavyam, Dhruta Charitam Bhana, Devi Satakam, 
Parijata Haran WNatakam. It is believed that Avinava Gitagovindam 
Was written by him under the patronage of Gajapati Purusottamdev 
and as a token of gratitude, the authorship of the work ascribed to his 
royal patron. Dibakar Mishra migrated to the court of Krishnadev 
Ray of Vijaynagar and continued his literary career there after the 
death of Prataparudradev. The other court poets of Prataparudradev 
were Kavindra Markandeya and Kavidindima Jivadeva Acharya. 
Jivadev wrote Bhakti Bagabata Mahakavyam whichis a gem in Sanskrit 
literature whereas Kavindra Markandeya was the author of the Dasa- 
gtivavadha Mahakavyam. 


Apart from literature, other branches of Sanskrit studies like Jyotisha, 
Ayurveda, Darshan, Tantra, etc. also were equally developed under the 
Patronage of the benevolent Gajapati Prataparudra. There was unforeseen 
and unprecedented development of Oriya literature during his regime. 
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The reign of Prataparudra may aptly be termed as a period of renaissance 
in the history of Orissa due to tremendous development of both Sanskrit 


and Oriya literature.* 


Krishna Dasa Badajena Mahapatra was a poet of the court of Gajapati 
Mukundadeva (1550-1568 A. D.), the last independent ruler of Orissa. 
He is the author of the work Gitaprakasha. The importance of this 
work is that the author while explaining various metres in this work has 
given examples, stanzas from different poems in Sanskrit, Oriya and 
Hindi (Brajaboli), mostly composed by himself, which give the impression 
that he was also a master in above three languages. The work has ample 
materials for scholars engaged in research on the development of music 
in the Oriya and Brajaboli literature. With Krishna Dasa almost closes 
the glorious period of Sanskrit literature in Orissa, which came under 
the devastating Muslim sway after the death of his patron Gajapati 
Mukundadeva in 1568 A. D. 


Kavibhusan Govinda Samantaraya, a Sanskrit scholar and author 
of Surisarvasvam and Samrudha Madhav Natakam, flourished in the 
estate of Banki in the middle of 18th century. He was 4 staunch 
follower of the Goudiya School of Vaishnavism. 


Kavichandra Kamalalochan Khadgaraya, a famous poet of later 
part of 18th century, was the grandson of Kavibhusan Govinda 
Samantaraya. The descendants of this scholar are still living in the 
village Pathapur under Banki Police-station. His works include 
Bhavalila Chintamani, Sangita Chintamani, Gitamukunda and Vrajayu- 
vavilasa. 


After occupation of Orissa by British, names of two Sanskrit 
scholars of Orissa need mention. Bhubaneswar Misra Badapanda, 
an inhabitant of ex-state of Tigiria, was the author of some works, 
of which Ananda Damodar Champu has been published. The other 
poet, Kavichandra Bhubaneswar Rath belonged to the ex-state of 
Athagarh. He wrote Rukmini Parinaya Mahakavyam. 


ORIYA LANGUAGE AND LITERATURE 
Oriya, the language spoken by majority of the population, is 4 
language of Sanskrit origin. It is believed that the language of 


Dravidian and Tribal origin was prevalent in different parts of the 
region before the advent of Ashoka. The conquest of Kalinga by 


* Descriptive Catalogue of Sanskrit Manuscripts of Orissa (Kavya-Alankar- 
Sangeeta)—Volume II. 
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Ashoka in 261 B.C. brought -in its wake a form of Janguage called 
Prachy Prakrit (aderivative of Sanskrit) as a result) of which the 
Aryan influence over the local language preduiminated and the Dravti- 
dian influence receded to the background. Thus, Pal and Prakrit 
entered into Kalinga and a language of Sanskrit origin started to 
be spread in this land. 


The Chedis, who ruled over Kalinga after the extinction of 
Magadhan dominance, were of the aorthern origin and they spoke 
and patronized a language of Sanskrit ongin. The later dynasties 
who ruled over Orissa from 4th century A.D. used Sanskrit tnstead 
of Prakrit as their official language. The revival of Hinduism and 
of Sanskrit and the mighty change that took place ia northern India 
inthe field of culture and religion during the Gupta period had its 
repercussion on Orissa also. As K.C. Pantgrahi put it, “The use of 
Sanskrit as the official language and also as the language of books 
must have influenced the local language which gradually became more 
Sanskritic in their origin and vocabulary”. 


Sanskrit, Prakrit and Pali were never the spoken language of 
Orissa but the Orissan people adopted a Janguage derived from all 
of them and it must have taken centuries to evolve a language of 
its own which became Sanskritic in origin. Upto the  ninth-tenth 
century A. D. Orissa consisted of three political and cultural units 
known as Kosala, Utkala and Kongoda. These three units were 
united under one rule by the Somavamsis. This change fostered 
the growth of a common language in Orissa, the language of the 
coastal strip,§¥ the land of Odras predominating in it. 


The Ganga period provides us with a number of specimens of 
the Oriya language from the stone and copper plate inscriptions. 
These specimen of Oriya language show the examples of a language used 
in documents but do not produce any evidence of the presence of a 
literary language in Orissa. The folk-songs, which existed in pre-Ganga 
and Ganga period indicate about the early form of the Oriya language 
and literature and give the evidence that it had closeness to the early 
Bengali and Assamese language. The Khanabachana, an ancient 
form of folk-song which also contains some Bengali words is supposed 
to be the earliest form of Oriya literature. 


Though Oriya literature existed in oral form from a very early 


date, the origin of the regular written literature can be traced from 
the first part of the fifteenth century A. D. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


829 CUTTACK 


The claim that esoteric songs of Buddhist origin known as Baudha 
Gan O Doha or Charyagiti ascribed to 9th century as specimen of 
proto-Oriya literature is subject to controversy. The Bengalis, the 
Maithilis, the Assamese, the Magadhis and the Bhojpuris also claim 
these songs as the specimens of their proto-literature. Some works 
and expressions for these languages can be traced in the Charyagitis 
of the Buddhist Sahajies. The possible explanation for this phenomenon 
is that the spoken language of the eastern region in those days was 
the common stock language, Ardha-Magadhi. According to 
Dr. Satyanarayan Rajguru, from medieval times the Charya songs were 


being composed in eastern India through Ardha-Magadhi in their 


local variattons.* 


Oriya literature took a concrete shape in the 15th century with 
Sarala Das’s Mahabharata and was further enriched by the writings 
of the saint-poets of the 16th century known as the Panchasakhas ! 
Jagannath Das, Balaram Das, Jasobanta Das, Ananta Das and 


Achyutananda Das. 


“A few poems, notably VWatsa Dasa’s ‘Kalasa Chautisa’ and 
Markinda Das’s Kesava Koili, have been assigned to the pre-Sarala 
period, though the arguments advanced in favour of their date have 
yet been far from conclusive. A large prose work known as Rudra 
Sudhanidhi by Narayanananda Abadhuta Swami is assigned to the 
pre-Sarala period by some scholars, but its editor Dr. K. K. Kar, after 
a discussion of its internal evidences, has assigned it to the post- 
Sarala period. Another very small work known as Sisudeva is also 
sometimes taken to be a pre-Sarala composition, but Dy. Natabar 
Samantaray has conclusively shown that it is a later Oriya translation 
of a Hindi work. Considering all these facts a conclusion becomes 
unavoidable that Sarala Das was the originator of the Oriya litera- 


ture’’,* * 


Since British occupation of Orissa, the city of Cuttack has remained 
the habitat of the Oriya writers and fpoets, most of whom from 
within and outside the district have made the city of Cuttack as 





* Dr. Satyanarayan Rajguru, Odisar Itihas, p. 48. 


** Dr. Krushna Chandra Panigrahi, History of Orissa, pp. 289-290. 
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their second home to establish themselves in Oriya literature. How- 
ever, a brief account of the works of some noted Oriya poets and 
writers born in the district is given below: 


Ray RaMananda (1533 A. D.) 


Ray Ramananda was born in Ramai Anandakola village near 
Jajpur and had written Jagannath Ballava Natak, a drama in Sanskrit, 
various poems in Bangali, Krushna Lila and some other poems tn Braja- 
bol. He also wrote in Oriya which are not traceable now. According to 
some, Ray was born at Bentpur in Brahmagiri police-station of Puri district. 


Achyutananda Das (A.D. 1497—1533 ) (Some Scholars assign him to the 
18th century.) 

Born in village Tilakana near Nembala of Cuttack district, Achyuta- 
ninda Das is one amongthe ‘Panchasakhas’. He wrote Sunya Samhita 
(§,04 @@@;), Khila Harivamsa (Sm q@Q@e), Chhayalish — Patala 
(ggiMé Gsm), Agata Bhabisya Malika (UGG GO Aime), Kaibarta 
Gita (S99) ala!), Gopalanka Ogala(sqidiais 6a), Gupta Bhagabat 
(qf; wJAQ@), Gurubhakti Gita (GQae c1g@]), Brahma Sankholi (29 
é°CGim), Bhabisya Purana (3a@4 qe), Baramasi Gita(QIQciqi S19), 
Sapta Bhagabata (SQ. JQee) and many Chaupadi, Chautisha, Janana 
and Malika. Besides these, he had also written many devotional songs 
In different poetic metres. 


Sarala Das (15th century A. D.) 


Sarala Das, a poet of the 15th century, was the real originator of 
the Oriya literature. He was a contemporary of Kapilendradeva (A. D. 
1435 to 1467), the famous Gajapati king of Orissa. His Mahabharata 
(SQiQ@Q@) is a landmark in Oriya literature. Sarala Das’s work 
formed a perennial source of inspiration to the succeeding generation 
of poets and writers. Chandi Purana (61 €Q6) and Bilanka 
Ramayan (@Mx| QAlQd) are two of his other major works. 
JaSobanta Das (1487/91 A. D.) (Some scholars assign him to the 18th 
century.) 


Born in Adhanga village of Cuttack district, Jasobanta Das was 
an eminent writer of Oriya literature and had works like Siva Swarodaya 
(§@ 8999), Prema Bhakti Brahmagita Gee of coalel), 
Atma Parache Gita (agi agee@ alal), Govinda Chandra (qI@@ On ), 
Malikas and various devotional songs to his credit. He was one among 
the saint-poets known as ‘“Panchasakhas.” 
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Dibakara Das (17th century) 


Born in Thengana village of Cuttack district, Dibakara Das wrote 
Jagannath Charitamruta (Aaqia aQa1Z) and Ekadashi Mahatmya 


(L@IGE, AGS). 
Dwaraka Das (1656—1739 A. D.) 


Dwurake Das was born in Dhulisara village of Cuttack district 
and was a centemporary of Gajapati Mukundadeva and Balarama Das. 
Premarasa Chandrika ( sadoa ooe ), Tatwa  Chudamaai 
CF DDIM), Bhakti Rasamruta (ad AAA), Sansara Bodha Chautisa 
(F210 sell CASA). Gita Tatwa Bhagabata (ciel! 6Q aces), Govinda 
Gita ee Ba Gig}, Saidba Purana (sq daa), Gundicha Keli 
(gaiq ce@S) are Some of his major works. 


Kamalalochana Khadgarayva (18th century) 


Kamatalochana Khadgaraya was born at Banki of Cuttack district 
and had written Gita Mukunda (o1¢ ga), Sangita Chintamani 
#) Broiajuda Bilasa (geg@ Smia) and Bhagabat Lee la 


aN 


et St 
oN me ae, 
Woo DIG) } 


vlad 


Sadhu Sundar2 Das (1720—1838 A. D.} 

Sadhu Sundara Das was born in Kumarpur village in Athagarb 
subdivision of Cuttack district. He had the rare distinction of editing 
and circulating a handwritten magazine named Kujibara Patra (@4¢a 
2@) which is said to be the first ever Oriya magazine published. 


Padmanabba Srichandan (4. D. 1735—1757) 


Padmanabha Srichandan was the ruler of Banki and was a scholar 
of repute. He has written Kavyas like Sashirekha (@e1¢Qq1), Ichhabati 


(agigo1) and Chaup:dis. His kavya Sashirekha was published by 
Prachi Samiti. 


Abhimanyu Samantasinghara (A. D. 1757—1806) 
Abhimanyu Samantasinghara was bornin Balia of Cuttack district 


and is a major Oriya poet of the 18th century A. D. Bidagdha Chintamani 
(Seqa Seiad), Prema Tarangini (c6aq eae 1), Preeti Chintamani 
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(16 Seiad), Rasabati (qaee1), Sulakshana (nad!) Bagha Gita 


(eId o19), Chadhei Gita (669M 619), Prema Kala (699 @@1) are some of 
his major works. The Bidagdha Chintamani is considered to be his magnum 
opus. It is a devotional and scholarly work of rare distinction expressing 
Vaishnavite devotional fervour of the poet with unique lyrical grace. 


Hadi Das (A. D. 1772-1837) 


Born in village Champapur near Chhatia in Cuttack district, Hadi 
Das is the author of various devotional songs, Janana and Chaitisa. 
A collection of his works, Hadi Das Granthabali (@iG@aia aaiem ) 


has been published. 


Brajabihari Srichandan (A. D. 1786—1813) 

Brajabihari Srichandan was the ruler of Banki. He is the author of 
Nishamani Chautisa ( Galad ease, ). Besides, he has written 
many kavyas and poems. 


Jadunath Singh (19th Century A. D.) 


Jadunath Singh was the ruler of Aul (Aali) and belonged to last quarter 
of 19th century. He was a prominent poet and some of his poetic works 
ar Sangeeta Chudamani ( agie ogidd ), Prema Sagara Champu 


( ¢dadiaa os, ) and Chaturi Chautisa ( o¢@a1 cada  }. 


Pandit Bhubaneshwar Badapanda 

Pandit Bhubaneshwar Badapanda was born in Tigiria and is the 
author of Niti Sara ( m6 aiq ), Alankara Chandrika ( aq@iq 09a) ), 
both written in Oriya. 


Bichitrananda Das ( A. D. 1828 —1875 ) 


Born in Kantabania village in Cuttack district, Bichitrananda Das 
was a Sirastadar in the office of the Commissioner of Cuttack, Mr. T. E. R. 
Ravenshaw and a spokesman of Oriya language and literature. He is 
the author of Durviksha Kalantaka Jatibhramsa Bisaya ( @@S qinise 


e16qea Gaq ) and Krusi Bigyana ( @@ Gain). 
Bichhanda Patnaik ( A. D. 1828-—1878 ) 


Bichhanda Patnaik was born in Kantabania village of Jajpur and 
was a prominent literary activist of Orissa. He was the author of text books 
like Bhugola Sutra ( geale 22 ), Charupatha ( aqgalo ), 
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Utkala Byakarana Sankshepa (aa@ e4i@ad eeaa) and Oriya trans~ 
lation of literary works like Kadambari ( QIGARAIL ), Bodhodaya 
( 6ofuea ), Raghuvamsa ( aaerd ) and Sita Banabasa 
( gel eeeia ). 


Gourishankar Ray (A. D. 1838—1917) 


Gourishankar Ray was born in a village called Dikhitapada in 
the district of Cuttack. He was the founder of the Cuttack Printing 
Company and published ‘Utkal Dipeeka’, the first printed Oriya news- 
paper to safeguard the interest of the Oriyas and to develop Oriya language 
and literature. He was a lover of drama and music and was active in 
its promotion. He compiled and published Satika Baidehisa Bilasa 
( aoie 6aceeaia Gaia ) and other works of poet Upendra Bhanja. 


He also. published the Oriya Panjika of Samanta Chandrasekhar. 


Jagamohan Lala (A, D. 1838—1913) 


Jagamohan Lala was born in 1838 in Mahanga. He is the author 
of the first Oriya drama, Babaji( qigit1 ). Odisa Bijaya ( 69a Gea ), 
Sati ( ae1 ), Bhrama Bhanjana ( aq age ) and Preeti( aid ) 
are some of his other works. 


Madhusudan Das (A. Q. 1848—1934) 


Madhusudan Das (Utkala Gourav), born at Satyabhamapur of 
Cuttack district, is the father of modern Orissan renaissance. He — 
edited some English periodicals and wrote some excellent patriotic 


songs in Oriya which were collected and published by the Mukura Press 
at Cuttack. 


Govinda Ratha (A. D. 1848— 1919) 


Born in Padmanabhapur, Banki, Govinda Ratha was one of the 
founders of the Utkal Sammilani. He has written about 200 books which 
include Kataka Darshana ( ade ede ), Lat Darshana (as ode ), 
Ghoda Dimba ( ¢aig) Ga ), Mahamela-Darshana ( qaisag) ede ); 
Future Saheb ( daca aise@q ), Pancharatna ( asa® ), Kalikata 
Barnana ( @Aeo!l ede ), Kabita Bilapa ( @@e@ Geig_ ), Sloka 
Ratnabali ( Gdi@ agieg1 ) and some text books. 
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Ramashankar Ray (A. D. 1858—1937) 


Ramashankar Ray was born at Cuttack and was a pioneer novelist 
and dramatist in Oriya. His novels or historical romance are Souda- 
mini ( 6die@ifiei-1882 ), Bibasini ( @e@id-1891 ), Banabala 
( oeqigi-1882 ) and Prematari ( gaqe@qt-1878 ). Kanchi Kaberi 
( a8 16901-1881 ), Bisamodak ( Ggeriea-1900 ), Budha_ Bara 
( egiqg-1892 ), Kalikala ( @@@1q@-1883 ), Kanchanamala ( @iaealel- 
1904 ), Lilabati ( @@ieot-1912 ), Biswajagyan ( Geam-1916 ) and 
Ramabhiseka ( qqigeqa-1917 ) are some of the diamas he wrote. 


He had also translated Rigveda Samhita, Ishopanishad and Bhagabat 
Gita. 


Gopalaballava pas (A. D. 1860— 1914) 


Gopalaballava Das was born at Satyabhamapur, Cuttack and 
is the younger brother of Utkal Gourav Madhusudan Das énd father 
cf a prominent freedom fighter and social worker, Rama Devi. He 
is the writer of Bhima Bhuyan ( aie qdi-1908 ) a novel and Kabita 


Manjari ( @6¢e1 agqi-), a collection of poems. 


Sadhu Charan Ray (A. D. 1860—1898) 


Sadhu Charan Ray was born in Jajpur subdivision . His works 
include Bhaba Kvusuma ( ae gga ), Bhabana ( ae ), Dhruba 
Charita (Ue ode) and Priti Kusuma (a6 @qa ). He was 


part-time editor of different literary magazines. He joined Brahmo 
Movement in Orissa. 


Biswanath Kar (A.D. 1864—1934) 


Born at Mulabasanta village of Cuttack district, Viswanath Kar 
was an editor and essayist of repute. The Bibidha Prabandha (@Gu ge¢a), 
a collection of essays, is his great contribution to Oriya literature. 
He started Utkal Sahitya Press and was the distinguished editor of 
Utkal Sahitya, a monthly literary magazine, which brought to light 
many literary talents of Orissa. Brahmadharma Tattwa (qi@ud 9) 
is another work of him. 


Nilamani Bidyaratna (A. D. 1867—1924) 


Nilamani Bidyaratna was born in Banki in Cuttack district and 
took active part in the activities of Utkal Sammilani. He was an 
eminent journalist and edited ‘Prajabandhu’ which was published 
from Rambha, ‘Hiteisini? published from Bamanda: ‘Ganjam Guna 
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Darpan’ from Badakhcmundi and Utkal Dipika at different times. 
He wrote Odia Kabi O’ Kavya (6921 @@ @ @lq@4) and Niti Paraga 
(a16 Gael), He was a versatile writer and was one of the leaders 


of Orissan renaissance. 
Uziy Beg (A. D. 1869—1937) 


Born in village Baruan near Haripur of Jajpur subdivision 
(Cuttack district), Uzir Beg was the author of poetic dramas like 
Nandotsaba Gitabhinaya (e6@lae aiela@a) Jarasandha Badha 
(eqae @au), Babrubahana Yuddha (egelee d®) and Sitabanabas2 


(A191 @ee14). 


Gopal Chandra Ppraharaj (A. D. 1872—1945) 

Gopal Chandra Praharaj, born in Sidheswarpur village of Cuttack 
district, was a writer of humour and satire, lexicographer and an 
educationist. He is the author of popular works like Utkai Kahani 
(q@89  @iaia), Bhagabata Tungire Sandhya (ageq erica ail), Bai 
Mahanti Panji (ela 1218 at&) and Dho Re Baya Dho (6u’6q @lal Sal): 
Besides, Dunianra Halchaal (Q9el Q @ingm), Nananka Bastani (elf 
eg!1G), Swapnare Rajajoga (2d6Q aséaig) are some of his other 
works of social satire with an undertone of humour. The Purnachandra 
Odiya Bhasakosa (adeoa@, 6Ge) agiseia) is his magnum opus. 


Nandakishore Bal (A. D. 1875—1928) 


Born in village Kusupur in Crttack district, Nandakishore Bal 
was an eminent poet and writer. For his lively delineation of Orissa’s 
rural life he is popularly known as Pallikavi. He is the author of 
Nanabaya Gita (si@ieial ce), Palli Chitra (da1 O@), Krushna Kumari 
(@8 @aigt), Charuchitra (qqoe@), Tarangini (@q°aan), Janmabhumi 
(P2Q ), Nirmalya @diqy), Sita Banabasa (a1e1 geeia), Sandhya Sangita 
(a4! are), Prabhat Sangita (ae acre), Sarmistha (aati) and 
Nirjharini (S@Q41). His Kavyas Sarmistha and Krushna Kumari have a 
high place in Oriya literature. His only novel, Kanakalata (aga@nel) became 
extremely popular. He was also a literary critic and essayist of repute. 


Kamapala Mishra (A. D. 1875—1927) - 

Kamapala Mishra of Jajpur, Cuttack is the author of the drama, 
‘Sita’ Bibaha’ (ai¢1 $e/@), which was made into the first Ortya_ 
feature film. He is also the writer of dramas like Basanta Latika 
(028 mSa!) and Harischandra (@48@,) 4nd poetical works like Ambika 
(afo1) and Apurba Swapna (age 2a). 
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Reba Ray (A. D. 1876-1957) 


Born in Cuttack, Reba Ray was an essayist anc edited the 
magazine ‘Anjali’. Kabita Sangraha (@9¢1 ¢q@) is a collection cf 
her poems, She was a pioneer of women education in Owssa. 


Gopal Das (A. D. 1877-1939) 


Gopal Das, Chaudakulata, Cuttack has written a number oF pestle 


dramas like Kanchi Bijaya (aie 9¢a0), Janu Biron. (SD. ORR), 
Duspmanta (@9@) and Karna Badha (@89u). 


Braja Sundar Das (A. D. 1880 —1944} 


Braja Sundar Das was born in Cuttack and was the founder 
of Mukura Press and editor of the 
a litterateur and a patron of literature. He wrote some poems wiich 
were published in Mukura. Later, his poems were  collect?d and 
published under the title ‘Brajasundar Smarak’. He also publishec 
a number of books in his printing press. 


- 


magazine ‘“Mukura’, He was 


Bhikari Charan Patnaik (A.D. 1878— 1962) 


Born in Huda Sahi, Cuttack, Bhikari Charan Patnaik ‘wes the 


writer of some social and historical dramas like Sansara Cetra 
(2a1q $@), Raja Purushottama (ao aqegiaa), Kataka Bijaya (ece S92), 
Bhot Bhikari (6as' Gaiqt), Karana Saantanke Dhama (@ce alee 22), 
Ratnamali (a@siim), Susila (gaia), Joutuka (6diee), Nirupama@gean, 
Adbhuta Adarsha: (7a,o aod). He also wrote the drama WNandi- 
keswari (@g° 6E9qi),, based on the story of a Kavya 
name by Kavibar Radhanath Ray. 


+ 


of the same 


Baistnaba Pani (A. D. 1882—-1956) 


Born in Kothapada, Cuttack, Baishnaba’ Pani was a 


versatile 
Poet and dramatist. 


He is the author of more than two hundred 
dramas, poetic dramas (Geetinatya) and farcial compositions which 
Were extremely popular all over Orissa and outside and can aptly be 
called the ‘Shakespear’ of Oriya drama. Meghanada Badha (¢qqaig 
@u) was his first poetic drama. He has also written many social 
and patriotic songs. His Geetinatyas are still popular in Orissa. 
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Bairagi Charan Mishra (A. D. 1883—1966) 


Bairagi Charan Mishra of Cuttack was a social reformer and 
essayist. He translated Bhagbat Geeta into Oriya and is the author 
of many other books. He published a magazine called ‘Biswakalyan’ 
through which he pursued his reformist activities. A collection of 
his works, Granthabali (q@iom) has been published. 


Balakrushna Kar (A. D. 1887—1957) 


Born in Tirabindha, Cuttack, Balakrushna Kar was a journalist, 
dramatist. and essayist. He founded the Saraswata Press in 1937 and 
published the bi-weekly ‘Matrubhumi’ in 1947 which was converted 
to a weekly in 1950 and to a daily in 1951. He also edited Sahakar 
(229\q), a literary magazine of repute and Janha Mamun(9#qiq), 
a children’s monthly. His dramas and children’s literature are widely 
appreciated. Sishu Sankhali (G6 gqi@), in two volumes, is one of 
his major contributions to Oriya literature. He, under the banner 
of ‘Ananda Lahari Upanyasamala’, encouraged Oriya novelists in 
publishing a number of novels, His works include Chandragupta 
(98.42), Siba Das (i @ gia), Fula Changudi 
(FH aerG), Sishu Ramayana (44. qeida), Niti Manjari (m6 8a), 
Se Desara Sati Charitamala (cq 6eaq aoi oeaiet), Bira Charitamala 
(@1q oeri@l), Se Desara Purana Katha (cq ceaq daa 2), 
Saraswata Geeta (aiqae ciel) and Saraswata Ramayana (a/820 


asiladi). 


Artaballava Mohanty (A.D.1887—1963) 


Artaballava Mohanty of Naganpur in Cuttack district was a renowned 
Sanskrit and Oriya scholar. He founded the Prachi Samiti and brought 
out critical editions of many ancient and medieval Oriya texts with 
exhaustive explanatory notes and scholarly introduction. He edited a 
selected portion of Madala Panji (aje@ alg), He also compiled 
Prachina Gadya Padyadarsha (aiqig ae@y aguied). A critical edition of 
Sarala Mahabharat was the last important work of his illustrious career. 
He also compiled a glossary of words and expressions in Oriya for admini- 
Sstrative use. 


Chandramani Das (1887—1948) 


| Poet Chandramani Das of Kumuda Jayapur, Cuttack district 1s 
known for his Dhamara (uiqa) kavya and translated from English 
the poetry called ‘Deserted Village’, 
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Bipin Bihari Ray (1887—1975) 


Born at Asureswar, Cuttack, Bipin Bihari Ray was a reputed 
philosopher and essayist. Prabandha Sopana (dq@ ¢6qiale) and 


Samajika Prabandha (q\n;Ge gee) are his two collections of essays. 


Batakrushna Praharaj (A.D. 1889—1961) 


Batakrushna Praharaj was born in the village Sidheswarpur of Cuttack 
district and is credited with a number of books like Ashru Bindu (aa, 2), 
Matamatha (4/9/10), Namaskara (eagiq), Ghanabarta (agie4), 
Kapilendra (@de@a.) and Prahelika Sangraha (Gse@@\ ¢q,9). 


Ratnakara Pati (A.D. 1889—1969) 


Born in Biribati, Cuttack, Ratnakara Pati was Professor of Philo- 
sophy in Ravenshaw College, Cuttack and areputed essayist. His essays 
were collected and published in Prabandha Prakasha (gee a@ia) 
in two volumes. 


Pranakrushga  Parija (1891—-1978) 


Professor Pranakrushna Parija,} born in Ichhapur village in 
Balikuda P. S. of Cuttack district was an eminent educationist, able 
administrator, excellent writer of Oriya prose and a scientist of interna- 
tional repute. He wrote his autobiography in Oriya which provides 
interesting reading. His book entitled Orissa Past and Present was 
published by the Utkal University. 


Chintamani Acharya (A.D. 1891—1957) 


Chintamani Acharya of Puruna Hata Sasana in Cuttack district 
is a historian, essayist, lawyer and educationist. He wrote a number of 
books notable among them being fItihasa Prasanga (aGe.q gag), 
Stikrushna (s@@), Jagannath Das (@a@ la @\g), Bhubaneshwar (go¢eig) 
and a novel, Saphala Swapna (aa@ ad). He translated Srimad Bhagabata 
into Oriya and wrote a number of articles on various topics. 


Aswini Kumar Ghosh (A.D. 1892—1962) 


Aswini Kumar Ghosh was born in Cuttack and is one of the pioneers 
of modern Oriya drama. He wrote about 25 dramas of which Bhisma 
(aig), Seoji (cases), Savitri (q\Gq1), Kalapahada (@m\qiei@), Govinda 
Vidyadhara (6qiG@ Sqi\Nq), Irani(aaet), Konarka (aqig), Samaleswari 
(Gacadat), Utkal Gouraba (a@@ ¢diae), Dasia Bauri (o\qen 21801), 
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Paikapua (aig@ dd), Taj Mahal (o\@a@@), Sri Mandir (1 ag Q), Bhanja 
Bhujang (ae APE), Raghu Arakhit (aa.ziade), Hindu Ramani 
(3g, ae); Master Babu (qi@q @ig) are famous. His dramas were staged 
by professional and amateur dramatic groups and were very popular. 
fe was a novelist also and wrote Mukti (AS ), Budha Chacha (9¢! 4), 
Chanabala (9a/oig), ete. 


Birupakshya Kar (A.D. 1893—1968) 


Born in Damaparha, Bank, Birupakshya Kar was a reputed lawyer 
at Jajpur. Heisalso one of the early historians of Orissa and took a keen 
imterest in exploring the past glory of the land. Many of his 
historical essays were published in Utkala Sahitya and Satyabadi. 
Seme of his essays have been collected and published. 
Krushnaprasad Basu (A.D. 1894-1968) 

Krushnaprasad Basu was born in Kuansarapur, Jajpur and wrote 
a Dumber of dramas which include Mitha Mahura (0; 12a), Sakuntala 
( SZoo'), Karagara( @aaia ), Krushnacharita ( gaode ), Bhuyanpidha 
(adi aig), Hari Anweshana ( 9@ asqaa ), Babrubahana ( e¢9/a18 ) 
and Harischandra (@@aq, ). He also wrote a large number of Khanda 
Kavyas and songs. His Akhadaghare Baithak (2Is@laca 6909) deals with 


various topics with subtle humour and satire which remind one of the 
prose style of Fakir Mohan Senapati and Gopal Chandra Praharaj. 


Gopabandhu Choudhury (A.D.1894—1958) 


Gopabandhu Choudhury of Cuttack was a great political leader 
and social worker of Orissa who followed the ideals of Mahatma Gandhi 
and the great Sarvodaya leader Binoba Bhave. Gandhi O Utkal ( aif 6 
a@o ) and ‘Chasi Mulia’ ( agi amel ) are his two poetical works. 
rle also translated some works of Mahatma Gandhi like _ his 
autobiography “‘My Experiment with Truth”, ‘‘Untouchability”, “Geeta”, 
cic. into Oriya. 


Karygnakara Kar (1895—1 967) 


Born in Mulabasanta, Cuttack, Professor Karunakara Kar 
was an erudite scholar in Oriya and Sanskrit. His thesis on ‘Charyageeti’ 
speaks of his original research and erudition. He is the author of books like 
Sahitya Darpana Tika ( ABVSoy oda Sal ), Sankaracharya, Buddhadeva, 


Chikitsa Kalpadruma (86a; aeq_ a ), Odia Sahitya Itihasara Samalochana 
( Ger aiGe4y gBalag Aaieaoet ), Ascharya Charjya Chaya ( add 


So10a ), etc. + 4ys = 
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Girijashankar Ray (born in 1896) 


Girijashankar Ray of Cuttack was aneminent essayist and literary 
critic. He wrote several books like Sahitya Sandarva ( alao4 aea )s 
Sarala Bhasatattwa ( dam asie@ ), Rachana Bichara ( aor Sqa ) 
and Oriya Natyakala ( Gel @is4@a@| ). 


Padmasri Radhanath Rath (born in 1897) 


Radhanath Rath, born at Radhanathpur in  Athagarh 
subdivision of Cuttack district, is a journalist and essayist. He is the 
editor of the ‘Samaj’ and has written books both in Oriya and English. Saibya 
( sdo4; ) and Utkalamani Gopabandhu ( agend caidea_) are two of 


his major works. Besides, he has written the book entitled ‘Freedom 
Movement in Orissa.’ 


Kalicharan Patnaik (1898 —1978) 


Born in Badambagada, Cuttack district, Kalicharan Patnatk was 
agreat dramatist and music composer. He was an authority of Odissi 
dance and music and was instrumental in establishing ‘Odissi’ 4s one of the 
Classical dances of India. He wrote a number of plays like Girl School, 
Bhata ( ag ), Raktamati ( Radis ), Atibadi Jagannath Das ( 209 
edalai la), Abhijan (e@a'¢), Jaydev, Chakri (9¢1), Phata Bhuin ( qo 
Qa ), Chumban(¢qq) and Rakta Mandar (99 qaqa). He has also 
written many poems and songs. His ‘Orissa Theatres’ brought a 
revolutionary change inthe dramatic art of Orissa. His autobiography, 


Kumbhara Chaka ( gala o@ )won him the Central Sahitya Akademi 
Award. 


Lala Nagendra Kumar Ray (1898—1978) 


| Lala Negendra Kumar Ray of Cuttack was aneminent dramatist and 
is the author of popular dramas like Kalinga Vijaya (@ger @@q), Sesha 
Swadhinata (caq aiaieol), Raghu Arakshita (aa, zadie), etc. His 
other works include Bibidha Ratna Samegraha (@Gu ae ae) and 
translation of some Nobel prize winning books into Oriya. 


Birakishore Das ( 1898—1977 )- 


Popularly known as ‘Jatiya Kavi’, Birakishore Das was born in 
Punanga village of Cuttack district and was very famous during 
the time of freedom struggle for his patriotic songs. His patriotic 
Songs, directed against the British rule, inspired thousands for which 
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he was imprisoned several times. Mohana Bansi (énlge oat), 
Bidroha Bina @¢ai@ @1a), Ranabheri (Qs caai), Ranadunduyy (aa 
@@Q) and Ari Ferinahin Yuddha Sarinahin (aQ@ cea ais q® ag 918") 
are some of his popular song collections. 


Rama Devi ( 1899~1985 ) 


Rama Devi, born in village Satyabhamapur of Cuttack district, 
was a great Gandhian leader and social worker of all-India repute. She 
along with her husband Gopabandhu Choudhuri had plunged into 
national struggle for Independence and had sacrificed their all for the 
national cause. Her autobiography ‘Mo Nija Katha’ (eq §@ @a!) 
written in a simple and forceful style tells the story of the freedom 
struggle in Orissa in which she and her family were deeply involved. 


Abadhuta Biswanatha Baba (End of 19th century to 1992 ) 


Born near village Salepur, he is revered as a great exponent of 
the Mahima cult. He was a great Mahima Sanyasi and erudite scholar. 
His famous works are Mahimadharma Pratipadaka (q@qiud aédiee), 
Sadhu Giti (au ai¢), Mahimadharma Itihasa (agai Qeaia), 
Bhagabata Sara Satya Dharma (aaee dia ao4 Ue), Tattwa Siromani (6@ 
Seana), Gruhastashrama Subha Karma Bidhan (qeaisa daed Guta), 
Chinmaya Brahma Gita(Gqa 92 igi), Sarbaveda Vedantasara (adeqa 
6@e\aaiq), Mahima Gadi Itihas (a8q\ dig aSaiQ), etc. 


Balakrushna Mohanty (1900 -- 1910; 


Balakrushna Mohanty, Palasola, Cuttack district was a writer of 
poetic dramas, famous among which are Kedar Gouri (ceeia CTIAT)» 
Muchukund Moksha (Ag@e caig), Mohan Sundara (qian gee), 
Sudama Daridryabhanjana (g@iqi alAe4 ase), Amara Bilasa (aaa Gaia), 
Nirmalaprabha (@1@ G@), etc. He has also some Suangs and farcical 
compositions to his credit. 


Golaka Chandra Pradhan 


Born at Gopalpur in Asureswar Pragana of Cuttack district, 
Golak Chandra Pradhan is an erudite scholar and poet. He wrote 
Kavyas following the medieval poetic tradition of Upendra Bhanja and 
others and excelled in this field. Indurekha (aesadi), Satyabhama 
(Aovae|) are his two famous Kavyas written in highly ornate style. 
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His other poetical works are Arjuna Dakshina (z@‘¢ 2841), 
Sri Raghunath ( 4 adgia ), Tulasi Vilasa (@@aqt Gaia), Debakuta 
(caq@s') and Yoga Darpana (cdial ede) . 


Banambara Acharya 


Born in Bentakara, Cuttack, Banambara Acharya was a research 
scholar, essayist and a compiler. Some of his important works are 
Rasakalpadruma (que@esi), Sangita Muktabali (aetig asics), 
Bhanja Mahodaya ( a& saéeioa ), Bhakti Binoda ( a9 aie), 
Ashwa Shastra (2a 19), Ambika Bilasa (ad@| Gaia), Rasa Muktabali 
{aa "9:¢1), Baula Charita O’ Ramagatha (ea@| ofe @ ainatal), 
Sahrudayananda (ageaiaa) and the translation of Bharata Natya Shastra 


(ae wis aig) . 


Sarat Chandra Mukharjee 


Born in Nuagan, Cuttack, he is one of the Sabuja poets of Orissa. 
The Pancha Puspa (a q@) is a collection of his poems. Some of 
his poems were published in Sabuja Kavita ( ag@ @de! ), 
a collection published by Sabuja Sahitya Samiti. 


Kartik Kumar Ghose 


Kartik Kumar Ghose was born in Cuttack and is an eminent 
dramatist. He is one of the pioneers of modern Oriya drama and has 
written some popular dramas like Mir Kashim, Bira Abhimanyu, Ka 
Age Kahibi ( @) aca @@¢), Se Dina Ratire (6a Ge adca ), 
Kapurusa ( g\dgqa), Apana Kuhantt ( ada g@@), Dhrutarastra 
0’ Gandhari cued 8 aigiat), Pare Kahibi (deg @8¢), Bhagabata Tungi 
(as@@ geri) and Charitraheena (oaea'e)). 


Upendra Tripathy 


Upendra Tripathy was born in Dharmashala, Cuttack and is well- 
known for his children’s literature. Ghanti Ghagudi (ag ala), 


Gandhi Koili (aig saiaa),  Dindima (@va), Chanakya (gee), 
Usha (aa), Kasi Kakudi (ed aie9) and Hasa Changudi (aa qa §) 
are some of his poetical compositions meant for children. 
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Ratnakara Kar 


Ratnakara Kar, born in village Mulabasanta in Cuttack district, 
is a poet of repute. Ananda Ramayana (gipe@ aniaé), Kanaka- 
rekha (a9e6adi), Hemamanjari (caq gear), Hemaprabha 
(saaga) are some of his poetic works. Besides, he has written a 


large number of devotional songs on Lord Jagannath. He was 
honoured by Orissa Sahitya Akademi. 


Bhagaban Pati 


Bhagaban Pati was bornin Kendraparha and was associated with 
the compilation of Purna Chandra Odia Bhasakosa (adeo oGz 
@ais@ia). He was a journalist by profession and was associated 
with several newspapers. He wrote as many as 30 books which 
include stories of the Sanskrit dramas. Malabika (¢q)@@@)), Basanta- 
sena (Qa 6ae@i), Mudra Rakshyasa ((q@ | aaa), Ratnabali (ariegt) 
and Swapna Basabadatta (aq elaee@ai) and also Oriya prose, 
like Swadhinatara Kahani ( aiaiueola @)aie1 )e 


Sarala Devi 


Sarala Devi was a prominent litterateur, social worker and politi- 
cal activist who took a leading part in the freedom movement. She 
has written a number of books which include Sarala Mahabharatare 
Nari Charitra (qiagl sgiaacca eiat ee, ), Ray Ramananda, 
Bira Ramani (@1a ari), -Pancha Pradipa (aa aaa), 
Maru Kahani (ag et@igi), Utkala Bharati abi Pratibha (age 
gaci @6 dda), Rabindra Puja (acta agi), Biswa  Biplabini 
(Gq Gq@ai), Sati Dharma (Qe1 ud), etc. She was one of the 
writers of the novel Basanti, combinedly written by some poets 
and writers of the Sabuja group. 


Rama Prasad Singh 


Born in Mahanga, Cuttack, Ramaprasad Singh was an eminent 
novelist and journalist and is credited with the authorship of novels 
like [Pratihinsa (a96G°q! ), Agnipathe ( ad dea ), Pujara Bali 
(azia e@), Marura Sathi (aga aia), Chhinnamasta (#@93)), 
Jugantara (dgisa), Samapti (aqig), Homasikha ( ceiadai ) 
and Marichika (aaidel). 
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Banamali Brahmachari 


Banamali Brahmachari was born in the village Doholi of Cuttack 
district. His writings include Huke Ho ( SCE ER) )> Gunadarpana 
(aa eda), Kie Kemiti (@ceq6), Charu Charitra (qg dg), 
Banara Manakatha (ea ieee), Charita O Charitra (o8@ @ 64g) 
and his autobiography, Jane Sikshakara Nija Katha(@ca dae@a Ge ea). 


Abhiram Paramahansa 


Abhiram Paramahansa of Badamba, Cuttack is the author of many 
religious books, important among them are Bhakti Kallola (ag @sais), 


Bhaba Kallola (ae ¢@caio), Bhajan Bhabamruta (ager ae Ae }, 
Koili Siksha O° Tattwa Gyana (¢e@ia dai G eqmia), Krushna 
Koutuka Gita (@8 «glee aiol) and Sanatana Dharma Gita 
(agiee ad a1el)- 


Baikunthanath Patnaik 


Born in Badamba, Cuttack, Baikunthanath Patnaik was an eminent 
poet and was one of the founder members of the ‘Sabuja Sahitya 
Samiti? which heralded the ‘Sabuja Juga’ in Oriya literature. His 
poetical works include Kabya Sanchayana ( @il@4 agae ), 
Uttarayana ( @aadéd), etc. He also wrote a drama called Mukti 
Pathe (gg dea). His works have been collected and published 
in two volumes by the Utkala Sahitya Samaj, Cuttack. He got the 
Central Sahitya Akademi Award for his poetry collection “Uttarayana’. 


Ramachandra Swain 


Born in Gothina, near Jagatsinghapur of Cuttack district, 
Ramachandra Swain is a dramatist and has written many poetic 
dramas which include Susila Kumuda ( gai@ gage), Chandrakanta 
( o2gia ), Nalini Pramoda (ege@1 aeai@), Mohana Bina (SCRE O14), 
Indra Kumar (ga. gaia) and Ananga Prabha ( ap@ aa }. 


Udayanath Sarangi 

Udayanath Sarangi was born in village Sipigrama in Cuttack 
distzict and is a poet and writer of children’s literature. He has 
written poems and stories like Tuuku Musi (cag 18), 
Kutukutu ( gege ), etc. for children and has translated the novel 
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Tamakakanka Kutira (9a e@@ @%ia ), Dampatya Kalahe Chaiba 
( @isied ease coq ), a short story collection and his autobiography 
Gandhi Muharajanka Sisya (qi@1 azia?.g@ Gay) are some of his 
other literary works. 


Kanbu Charan Mohanty 

_ Born at Nagabali, Cuttack, Kanhu Charan Mohanty was an eminent 
novelist and has written a large number of popular novels which 
include Ka ( 4} ), Bajrabahu ( eecig), Sasti ( aig ), 
Antaraya (aeda), Uddandi ( a@g1), Dunianra Dau( Gea 
@jQ); Epari Separi (“9;@ caaia), Adekha Hata ( z6edi ie ), 
Jhanja (¢gl), Sarbari (dai), Mana Manthana (qe qae), 
Mayabartta (aliajeaq), Mamatara Maya (qqeia aii), 
Ha Anna (@j aa), Bali Raja (qi ae), Abhinetri (2Gcee1), 
Tunda Baida (@8 @ig@), Milanara Chhanda ( dena 22 ), 
etc. 
Satyananda Behura 

Born in village Bilipada of Jagatsingapur subdivision, 
Satyananda Behura is a novelist and has written Smrutira Puja 
( 29a dei ), Radhanathara Stree ( quigiaa a1), Subarna Puspa 
(aed aa), Dabi O’ Dana (¢ie1 6 @i@),  Bhinne Ghara 
(&ce aa), Jaya Vijaya (ea Gea), Swarna Pradipa (ag aq), 
Shreemati Nayakanka  Baithakakhana ( enqjio1 glaee se oediel ), 
Sabat Maa (aqi¢e a’), Ashu Kana (ga_e@ei), Nitai Das 
( elq eid ) andtwelve other novels, besides Katha Kaha ( @al e@ ), 
for children. 


Krushna Chandra Kar 


Krushna Chandra Kar of Mulabasanta, Cuttack is a poet and 
lexicographer. He has written the biography of Bilwamangal and has 
translated Hansaduta and Rutusamhara. He has also written 4 
Khanda Kavya, Khandadhara (daiwa). He has contributed 
about 80 books which include dictionaries like Taruna Sabdakosa 
(eq aeceig ) and English-Oriya dictionary. He was an asso- 
ciate inthe prepaction of Purnachandra Odia Bhasakosa. | 


Ramakrushna Nanda 


Born in Bairoi village in Cuttack district, Ramakrushna Nanda 
is an essayist and a writer of children’s literatur2. Tulasi Das, 
Bishwa Parichaya ( 64 d@oa), Don Kusti (-¢9 ga ), Sangram 
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O’ Sadhana ( aediq @ aul ) are some of his important works. 
Besides, he nas also written his autobiography. He was the editor of a 
magazine, named ‘The Sansar’. 


-‘Kamalakanta Das 


Kamalakanta Das, born in village Raghunathpur in Cuttack 
district, was a novelist, a story writer and a biographer. His 
well-known novels are ‘Bou’ (6@\@), Saradi Nani (aaqi ¢i91), 
Mana Chori (qe saat), Bhauja Bou (gaecela), Manisara Dabi 
(qdaa @1e1), Sahara Mafasala (a@a qada), Madabhati (reac), 
Bananira Nidra Bhanga (@RiPig Fo] aT), etc. Hehas also written 
seven volumes of stories and six biographies. 


Manamohini Devi 


Manamohini Devi, born in Cuttack, isa distinguished poctess. 
Sharana (gaa), Gitali (qieie1), Puspali (aai@1), Arkabali 
(agie@t), Kumari Gitika (geiai aiéel) are some of her 


collections of poetry. She has been honoured by the Orissa Sahitya 
Akademi. 


Chakradhar Mohapatra 


Born in the ex-state of Narasinghapur in Cuttack district, 
Chakradhar Mohapatra is a versatile writer and research scholar. 
He wrote popular novels like Gobara Gotej ( eqiea «aisen ), 
Apurna Prema (zdd can) and Balangi (e@ie), Utkala Itihasara 
Agyanta Adhyaya (ge@ adeida egio aaiia) and The Reai Birth 
Place of Buddha (written in English) are two of his  research- 
oriented works. He is also one of thepoineers in the collection of 
Oriya folk-songs and has compiled Odia Gramya Geetj (GGal Gc a9). 
His other important works are Kuntala Kumari (biography) and the 
critical edition of Jadumani Granthabali. In addition, he has written 
many essays, stories and poems. 


Ghanashyam Mohanty 


Born at Mallikapur village io Jajpur subdivision, Ghanashyam 
Mohanty is a poet and novelist. His poetical works are Biyoga Bina 
(Scaia aiali), Suna Bhauni Mora ( Ja QAM CHIE)» Dasahara 
Bheti (9a@Q\ Gag) and Uthare Uthare Odiya Paika (QO6a 2068 
e9el dig@), Dharama Jhia (uaa €e ) in two parts is bis popular 
Novel. 
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Kunjabibari Tripathy 

Born in village Pathuripada near Banki, Kunjabihari Tripathy ts 
an eminent scholar, epigraphist and essayist. His learned works 
include Sanskruta Sahitya (a°qg ai#o4), Ist and 2nd volume, 
Prachina Odia Abhilekha (ajoi¢ o8e aticad), Alankara Parichaya 
(2e@ia adoa), Odia Bhasa O° Lipira Krama Bikasha (6G «qi 
@ Gda en Geia), Anchalika Sabdakosa (aa@e aeceld), and 
a translation of Dharmapada into Oriya. 
Nabakishore Das 

Nabakishore Das of Pallibihar, Cuttack is a distinguished poet, 
novelist and biographer. Mukula ( q@¢@ ) and Manjari ( gai} 
are his two famous poetical works. He also wrote Utkal Gourab 


Madhusudan (biography) and novels like Atmara Jhada ( agila e¢ ). 
Biswabani (eit) is a collection of his learned essays. 


Jayakrushna Mishra 

Jayakrushna Mishra of Tigiria, Cuttack is an essayist and a poet. 
Some of his works are Ansupa ( eda} ), Malyagiri Kavya 
{ aiaida @el¢4), Upendra Bhanja Jibani ( acae as een), 
Manjula Mani Malini ( aa @iad qiger), ete. 


Pranakrushna Samal 


Born in Kalaanti, Cuttack, Pranakrushna Samal is a distingui- 
shed poet. Kasturika (eg909|), Rajaparba (qea¢@), 
Jyotsna ( 6@91) are his best known poetry collections. Nilakamal 
( ei@erie ), Sahajatrini ( qeqie a1 ) and Hatika Dant ( gi¢tel ee ) 
are his popular novels. 


Gokulchandra Kar 


Gokulchandra Kar was born in Cuttack and was a writer of 
children’s literature. Mahabharata Katha ( agiaae eal ), Hari 
vamsa Katha ( @a¢e°a @2| ), Romancha Kahanimala ( cada eiaiainiel ) 
in seven volumes and a. series of five books on Jaladasyu (eeeq') 
are some of his popular works. 


Binod Kanungo 


Binod Kanungo, born at Mallipur in Cuttack district, was 3 
freedom fighter, journalist, constructive worker and an encyclopaedist. 
He will be remembered for his monumental compilation work, the 
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‘Jnanamandala’ of which 42 volumes have been published so far. 
He built up an institution, viz., “The Jnanamandal Foundation’ which 
has now taken up the incomplete projects of his encyclop:edia. 

Besides the encyclopaedia, he has written Bapuji’s Padajatra in 
Orissa, Saptasila ( gaia) ), his  autoblography titled Runa 
Parishodh (ad OGeai ) and as many as 50 books on different 
topics for children. 


Kabiprasad Mohapatra 

Born in Pattamundai in Cuttack district, Kabi Prasad Mohapatra 
is a poet ;.and dramatist. Sakhigopal (aigieqiai@) and Maara Daaka 
(lek =@le@} are his two dramas and his other works are Bikshipta 
(G8a1), Sandhya Smruti (a@4; 4.6), Ekamra Jatra (ie ¢, alel), 
Ajodhya Pathe (zeajay| aca) and Anurakta (ages). 


Surendranath Dwibedi 


Born in Khandasahi, Cuttack, Surendranath Dwibedi wrote Mo 
Nija Kahani (64) @ @/@61), a translation of Jawaharlal Nehru’s 
autobiography, Biswa Itihasa (Translation), Jayaprakashanka Jayajatra 
(eageidg fA die), August Biplaba (aaa @d@) and his 
autobiography—Mo Jiban Sangram ( 6qj 9199 @a,9 ). 


Baikunthanath Brahmachari 


Born in Tangi, Cuttack, Baikunthanath Brahmachari is the founder 
of the magazine ‘Jalouka’ and has some religious books like Bhajana 
Sataka (age aoe), Ist and 2nd volume, Juga Dharma (agus), 


Hitakatha (So@a), Sarala Gitamruta ( qa@ Me:q9 ), Sarala 
Gitagobinda (gam siesaige) and Chhandasindhu ( aie da, ) 
to his credit. 


Pranabandhu Kar 


Pranabandhu Kar was born at Damaparha in Cuttack district and 
is an eminent dramatist and story writer. He is credited with the 
authorship of highly successful dramatic works like Sweta Padma 
(eedg!), Ashanta (gaia), Dura Pahad ( ga a2), ete. 
and has given dramatic shape to Fakir Mohan’s novels ; Mamun 
(A\97)}, and Chha Mana Atha Guntha (@qia soda), and Kalindi 
Charan Panigrahi’s Matira Manisha (qi@a 4a). His short stories 
are of a very high standard. 
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Gopinath Mohanty 


Gopinath Mohanty was born at Nagabali in Cuttack district 
and is a celebrated Oriya novelist, short story writer and essayist. 
His deep study of Adivasi life has provided him with the unique 
opportunity of depicting their life in some of his novels with rare 
insight and broad human sympathy. He has evolved a unique prose 
style of his own. His famous novels are Dadibudha ( @¢9@) ], 
Paraja (daz), Amrutara Santana (AqeQ ASIe), DanaPpani 
(gigiald), RahuraChhaya (aga aidi), Mati Matala (qi@ asia), 
Anala Nala (z@@ 99) and Mana Gahirara Chasa (araetaa aa). 
Some of his story collections are Naba Badhu (9 eu), 
Chhai Alua ( @iq aigel ), Ghasara Fula (a:aa a@m) and Poda Kapala 
(cdi@| edie). He also wrote biography, essays and books on Adivasi 
life and culture like Kubhikandha Bhasatattwa ( gie aaicg ), 
Gadaba Bhasa (a@e1 @@i) and Kandhas Paraja Stotra O’ Sangita 
(aq dAe| 6gie G asri@). He was honoured with Central Sahitya 


Akademi and Jnanpitha awards. He is the younger brother cf the 
famous novelist Kahnu Charan Mohanty. 


Bamacharan Mitra (1915—1976) 


Bamacharan Mitra is an eminent story writer and has to his 
credit story collections like Bata Mahapurusa (oo aelaga ), 
Asima (zaaie), Pasanara Prana (digiaa dia), Swapna Siddha 
(aq de), Nara Chhanchana (ea egla), Kirtirajasya (@1aeaa), 
and Enuscha Tenuscha (Wa eeda). Chandra 0’ Champa 
(oa, 8 OMl) is a historical novel written by him. 


Harapriya Devi 


Harapriya Devi was born at Kerilo village near Jagatsinghepur 
and isa well-known poetess. Sarad (dlag ), Jagarani (eiqoet), 
Malaya Kumari (qe@a galai ), Kuhukakali ( @eales ) are 
some of her important poetic works. Besides, she has translated 


the Bhagabat Gita and Kalidasa’s Rutusamhara into Oriya and has written 
many devotional songs. 


Faturananda 


Rama Chandra Mishra of Cuttack, better known as Faturananda 
is @ comic and humorous writer and poet. His humorous and 
Satirical stories have earned him immense popularity. Bidusaka 
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( Geaq ), Sahitya Beusana ( al@ou eoaqaa ), Hasakura ( @c@a ), 
Mangalabaria Sahitya Sansada ( aermeidel digey @aq ), —_ Heresa 
( cesaal) and Sahitya Chasa (aIgo4 aa) are some of his 
well-known works. His Nakata Chitrakarg ( eles) Go@q ) isa highly 
enjoyable novel. His poetical works include Nilatha Kavi (@mo! 
@@) and Sahi Mahabharata (qi@ agialag). 


Manamohan Choudhury 


Manamohan Choudhury, Cuttack has written a number of books, 
important among them being Satyagrah ( gevide@ ), Europe Jatrira 
Disry ( gsaa aleia @Na1 ), Hata Bazarara Brahmagyana (a@I¢ o@iag 
eoml@) and Ajira Sankate ( a@aaq@co ). He is a social worker 


of repute and has translated some works of Binoba Bhave into 
Orlya. 


Golak Chandra Mohanty 


Born in Khannagar, Cuttack, Golak Chandra Mohanty is a 
dramatist and has writtena number of plays among which Parajaya 
( Fawa ), Shilpi ( §1 ), Bhakta Kabira ( as aera ), 
Sesa Bichara ( ¢aqGqa), Sangram ( aq°qia), Mohan Banshi 
(6ql@e @°e1) deserve mention. 


Gopal Chandra Chhotray 


Gopal Chandra Chhotray was born at Purunagada near Jagat- 
singhapur and is an eminent dramatist. He was given Central Sahitya 
Akademi award for his book Hasya Rasara Nataka (@layqqda aise). 
He is the author of about 33 dramas among’ which Nasta 
Urvashi( eg aéai), NuaBou ( Gul Gala ), Sadhana ( Qaugt ), 


Bharasa  ( QQal ), Parakalam ( dagad ), Sankha = Sindura 
(asl dea), Pheria ( cade) deserve special mention. Besides 
writing original plays, he has given dramatic form to novels like 
Shanja (eal ), Amadabata (uae le), Malajanha 
(q&a), etc. and has written Sakha Prasakha (dIGI dala}, 
acollection of nine short plays. He is also a popular writer of 
Geeti Natyas and has been instrumental in reviving the popularity 
of Baishnab Pani’s Geeti Natya tradition. 
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Gyanindra Varma 


Boro in Kushupur village in Cuttack district, Gyanindra Varma 
is a noted poet, novelist and translator, Eka Ratri ( @ as), 
Uttarakranti ( aaa sIS ), Nila Bihanga (99 er}, 
Durbadala ( o¢lo@ ), Kalarei Phula ( easag am), Bole Hunt 
(seicagq@) are some of his important works. Elorara Chhayabithi 
(Xeqaa sial o19 ) iS one of his popular novels. He translated 
a collection of his works, some poems of Ezra pound and T. S. Eliot. 
Gyanindra Granthabali has also been published. 


Rajkishore Patnaik 


Rajkishore Patnaik, Cuttack isa novelist, short story writer and 
wrote Panjuri Pakshi (a& 91 G81), Premara Niyati ( sana a9 ), 
Sindura Gara ( de aagia), Asaranti ( aaas }, Tutha Pathara 
(9.0 caa), Hrudaya Bandhana ( gea oae), Birahini (Saéai), 
Sanjabati (qace1), Chalabata (oaaio ),  Sakala  Kuhudi 
(aale@ @99), Lekhaka O° Pathaka (caya @ aio), Oriya 
Sahityara AgaPachha ( 83:7 a1394Q ata a2 -) and many other books. 
Though on2 of the powerful pionzer novelists of Orissa, he has not 
yet been given his due recognition. 


Rajanikanta Das 

Rajanikanta Das, born at Tigiria in Cuttack district, is a po2t, 
novelist, short story writer, critic and journalist. Some of his works 
are Sangharsa (¢aq), Raghu Mohanty ( aq, aad), postry, 
Dipali Sangha ( o1dl@1 aa ), short story, Charitrahina ( 029 2191 ), 
Matira Mukuta ( ai8a qgo ) novel; a translation work namsd 
Binsa Satabdira Preta ¢ Seq aoleia sae ), and Jibanadharmi 
Sahityara Bhumika ( @oaudh aldoua Qa@l), 4 literary criticism. 


Balaram Mohanty 


Born at Jagatsinghipur, Cuttack, Balaram Mohanty is th> author 
of a number of books, important among them being Biplabi ‘Subi1s 
( Sae1 gad), August Biplab (ada Sqe ), Jugajyoti Jawaharlal 
(daseilG eoieaan), ten volumes of Gandhi Bichara Grantha Mala 
( adler Saa geqiar }, Odissa Parichaya( 63a) d@oa ) and Odissa 
Sasana ( Gai alae ), 
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Sarbeshwar Das 

Sarbeshwar Das of Cuttack is an eminent essayist and critic. His 
important works are Bharatiya Siksha (slaota dai), Nataka Bichara 
{else Gaa), Kavya Bichara (@io4y Gqa), Sahitya Sandarshana 
(aigoi aede),  Yugasrasta Fakirmohan = ( qqaqqi T@IAEAIeR), 
Mahakavi Sarala Das (agia@ aiagt ela), Mahapurusa = Jagannath 
Das (@laga eaala aia), ete. 
Chandramani Das 

Chandramani Das, born at Cuttack, is one of the ptonecr novelists 
of Orissa. Ama Deshara Gapa (zifl 6eda aq), Malika Jhia Gourt 
(ase ga aaa), Juara Bhatta (@aQ fagl), Narabal (ace) 
in four parts, Purnachheda (a.dcae), Pantha Nibas ( dlaseld ), 
Hyphen (giqsae), Anathashram2 (2212180), Bisamahta (aa aol), 
Se O’Mun (6a Gq), Bhul Kahara (qm @iata), Palli Rent 
(dai sad), etc. are some of his novels which were very popular in 
his time. 
Surendra Mohanty 

Surendra Mohanty, born at Purusottampur village of Salepur 
in Cuttack district, was a versatile talent in Oriya literature. He 
was a novelist, short story writer, literary critic, journalist and 
parliamenterian of repute. His literary works include novels, short 
stories, history of literature, literary criticism, travelogue, biography 
and autobiography. He was given Central Sahitya Akademi Award 
for his famous novel Nilashaila (a1@6dq) and was the recepient 
of Orissa Sahitya Akademi Award and the Sarala Award. His important 
works are Andha Diganta (ae @49), Nilasaila ¢ eiaede ), 
Niladri Bijaya (@1e@ig Gea), Krushnabenire Sandhya (qalecdise 
ail), Hansageeti (gq aiet) and Kalantara (@i@i@a), all novels; 
Satabdira Surya ( agi@ia ad) and Kula Bruddha { ape ), 
character-novels; Sabuja Patra O° Dhusara Golapa (ag? ag © 
Yaa saiga), Krushnachuda (eae¢!), Ruti O’ Chandra (Qe . on), 
Maralara Mruty¥ (qaeaqey), Mahanirvana (aei@ela), Dut nak 
(ea Qinia),  KaviO’ Narttaki (@@ 6 act), short story caleenomts 
Patha 0’ Pruthivj (aa @ qge1}, autobiography ; Odia Benes? eae 
(834 aIge4q eigad), Odia Sahityara Madhya Parva (all ae 
fui ag), and Odia Sahityara Kramavikas (8¢e alkee eneats ), 
history of Oriya literature and Fakir Mohan Samiksha 
(ae1accies Aca), “literary criticism. 
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Manoranjan Das 


Manoranjan Das, born in Jharakata Patana in Cuttack district, 
is an eminent dramatist and has written about twenty dramas and 
one-act plays. He received Central Sahitya Akademi Award for his 
drama Aranya Fasala (aaa aaa), Buxi Jagabandhu (ee@ eaee), 
August Naa (agaee) Katha Ghoda (910 cal), Bana Hansi {99 9-a1), 
Abarodha (ae@edy) and Agamj (eel) are some of his 
popular dramas. Some of his plays have been translated into Bengali, 
Hindi and English. 


Kamalalochana Mohanty 


Kamalalochana Mohanty, born at Ganai village in Cuttack 
district, is an eminent dramatist. Some of his popular dramas are 
Kirani (Gqq1), Dakabangala (gig@e°qe)), Bhai Bhauni (aq agai), 
Swami-Stree (aiq1-a1}, Manisa (aga), Gan Mati (qi ald), 
Santana {aie ), Mani Kanchana (adeige), Ram Rahim 
(aic} aSa), Miss Mullick (daq#e@), Ghara Bahuda (gq ¢ig¢)), 
Papa Punya (did gay), Ajadi ( erie: ), etc. Besides, he has 
also written some short stories and novels. He has to his 
credit 30 dramas, 3 short story collections and 14 novels. 


He is also the author of many books on adult education and 
agriculture. His work Bharat Abiskara ( qaqgadaia) 1s 4 
book of criticism. He is the founder of Ekamra Theatre, Bhubaneshwar. 
Some of his plays and the poetic-drama Shrikrushna Rasa Lila 
(age Qia gig!) have been screened. 


Dolagobinda Sastri 


Dolagobinda Sastri, Narasinghapur, Cuttack district, is a scholar, 
essayist and has written many books on philosophy and literature. 
Jataka Katha ( @i9@ Gal), Sanskruta Bodha ( @qe@ 6alu ), 
Natha Dharma O°’ Darshana (glad @ ode), Nathadharmara 
Krama Vikasha (9;4uda eaSele), Darshana O° Sahitya (ede 3 iGo), 
Sambadikata Prabesika (qiqi@eel deedel) and Kharavela Silalekha 
(diases dsalsad) are some of his publications. 


Chittaranjan Das 


Chittaranjan Das was born in Bagalpur village in Cuttack district 
and is an eminent essayist and research scholar. He has written many 
books among which Samaja (dale), Ganjam Malare Sata Dina 
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(aa1a al@ca Alege), Sila O” Salagrama (qi 6 aieain), Achyutananda 
O’ Panchasakha (asigiee G Agag), Odisara Mahima Dharma 
{ esala aseiad), Nepala Pathe (ceaie ae ), Silatirtha 
(deloid), Jibana Bidyalaya (@ieq Geuea) and a translation of 
Dr. Radhakrishna’s speech, Bharata ©’ Germanyra Manasa 
Sambandha (dae 8 edicia aled aaey are important. 


Kanhu Charan Mishra 


Kanhu Charan Mishra, born in Pattamundai of Cuttack district, is 
a scholar of eminence and has made valuable contributions to 
Oriya literature and cultuwe. Some of his valuable works are Oriya 
Sahityare Dharmadhara ( GGa| alGeia araia ), Odissi 
Vaishnaba Dharma ( @Gq1 «Gage an), Sahitya § Samiksha 
(aide4 aca), Drusti O’ Srusti (og G6 aq), Alochana Mala 
(zisaoa@t el), Katha O° Kahani (gi 6 @ieia}) and Biswa Manava 
Pathe ($4) q1@@ dey). He has written many essays and his Cult of 
Jagannath, written in English, is @ unique work ofits kind. 


Bhanja Kishore Patnaik 


Bhanja Kishore Patnaik is a reputed dramatist and has written a 
large number of dramas and one-act plays. He was born in Chhanipur 
village in Cuttack district. His popular plays are Gariba ( gde ), 
Agni Pariksha ( ud dais! ), Manika Jodj ( aide sale ), Pratapa- 
rudra ( gelage,), Atithi (ada), Benami ( eeeiai ), Aloka 
( alcae ), Jagarana ( @iqad ),; Jayamalya ( eaqiay ), Pahili Raja 
(daa Qe), etc. | 


Labangalata Devi 


Bidusi Labangalata Devi was born in village Haladibasanta in 
Cuttack district. She is the author of about 30 books which include 
novel, short stcry, biography, ciriticism and translation. Some of her 
novels are Manara Manisa ( q@aq ada ), Hasa Hasa Mora Priya 
(2a a caA dal), SwapnaraSuravi (daa gag) and Patana O° 
Abhyudaya ( vee Gagiea ). The biographies written by her are 
Birangana ( Gaaei}, Bidusi Nari ( Seat glat ), Rushi Patni 
(a8 ae), Bharatiya Nari ( daeiG iat), etc. Her two short story 
collections are Galpa Chayana (aeede) and Sanchayita 
(godei), She has also translated Kadambari, Raghuvamsa and 
Harsacharita into Oriya. | oo 7 
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Banchhanighi Dasa 

Born ia Bainsiria village of Cuttack district, Banchhanidhi Dasa 
is a poet known for his patriotic poems. Palli Chhabi ( dai @@ ) 
Jayabheri ( eqcao: }, Sanjivani (ae), Kalpabasi (eeeian), 
Kabira Swapna (@Ga gq), Bhakti Arghyg (aS adi) and 
Gitamruta (QI@IFI@) are some of his popular works. 


Narsingha Charan Saha 

Narsingha Charan Sahu, born in Jagatpur, ts 
He has written twenty novels which include Minati (eet ), 
Abhijoga (a@eaia), Badagharara Jhia ( e@adaa ee), Biplaba 
( Gao j), Andbara Ghara ( agia da), Seba Sadan (caei aee), 
Meghamala (ecaciei), Pagala ( aiag ), Athakathi ( goleld ), 


Jalanta Jui (eee! dg), etc. 


a novelist. 


Sanshidhar Mohanty 


Banshidhar Mohanty was born at Bagh Sahi,Jagtsinghapur. He was 
an eminent essayist and scholar. Some of his works are Odissare Bouddha 
Dharma ( GGajca eoi@ ari), Odissara Natha Sampradaya O’ Natha 
Sahitya ( Sala gia Gaia & e1a aiGe4y ), Sahitya O’ Sanskruti 
(al@o4 @ @qé}, Adivasi Sanskruti ( adeiar @q6 ), Odia Sahityara 
Itihas ( Gey aiGeiea aSaia }, Odia Bhascra Itihas (6G dala adela). 


etc. 


Guruprasaa Mohanty 

Guruprasad Mohanty was born in Nagabali, Cuttack. He was 
a poet and won the Central Sahitya Akademi Award for his pootry 
collection, Samudra Snana ( aq@ gia ). He has also another collec- 
tion of poetry entitled, Nutana Kavita { ge eet ). 


Kishori Charan Das 


Kishori Charan Das, born in Cuttack, is an eminent short story 
writer. Bhanga Khelana ( aei cael ), Lakhya Bihanga (94 Seer), 
Ghara Bahuda (aq @igel), Thakura Ghara (Olga aa) and Manihara 
( adaia ) arcsome of his popular story collections. He has also 
written a number of stories in English. He has been awarded by the 
Central Sahitya Akademi. 
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Gopinath Behera 


Born in Sasana village in Cuttack district, Gopinath Behera is a 
poet and novelist. Sagara Taranga ( aida ea) and Pallipratibha ( cai 
aoa} are his two poetry collections. His novels include Sabuja Swapna 
(ae@ aq), Apabada (adele ), Pachhakatha ( ag@al), Bhuli 
Huena ( g@& gNe|) and Bhai Bhauja ( aqaae ). 


Durga Charan Kuanr 


Durga Charan Kuanr, born at Kuanr Sahi in’ Jajpur subdivision 
of the district, is a poet, critic, essayist and writer of historical 
short stories. His works include  poetry-Bhinna Swara ( Gaqa ) 
Indradhanu (@e@, ag ) and Mane Achhi (469 a) and critical works-Kavi 
Baikunthanath Patnaik (@@ eegaela Agaidg ) & Fakir Mohan Senapati 
(agia sai@q sagias), He has also written a drama, Priyadarshi Ashoka 
q aod acaj@), the biography of Bharataratna Baba Saheb Ambedkar 
anda bookondance, Mayurbhanja Chhau Nrutya ( adans gages ) . 

He also edited a literary magazine ‘“Panchajanya’ (qi ge@e4), 


Bidyutprava Devi 

Bidyutprava Devi is a well-known poetess. Her anthologies of 
poetry are Swetapadma ( éedq! ), Marichika (qade1),  Bihayasi 
( Seiaa1 ), Bandanika ( eee, ), Swapna Dwipa (aqq@1d ), Jhara 
Siuli (ga @e@), Nutana Swakshar (@o@ aiac ) and Jahaku 
Jie ( ai@ig a), Her Granthabali has also been published. 


Kulamani Mohapatra 

Kulamani Mohapatra was born in Balichandrapur village in 
Cuttack district and is known for his humorous writings. Nare Banare 
Ba ( e6a @iesa ai ), Ekankika Hasa O’ Kandara (va@i@ a) ea & @iaa), 
Rupantara ( qaisa ), Byangokti ( e4earis ), and a novel entitled 
Alia Hisabare Balia Bandhu ( egal Sdleca oliver @8, ), etc. are 
written by him. 


Mohapatra Nilamani Sahu 


Mohapatra Nilamani Sahu was born at Niali and is an eminent 
Short story writer and novelist. Many of his short stories have a 
subtle sense of humour and pathos. He was awarded by the Central 
Sahitya Akademy for his story collection, Abhisapta Gandharba 
( aaa aeé ). He is also a recipient of the State Akademi 


award and the Sarala award. His short story collections are Prema 
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O’ Tribhuja ( 6a9.6 $.Q@ ), Sumitrara Hasa ( gf eia aa), Ganjei 0’ 
Gabesana ( a68q 6 aceaal ), Michha Bagha ( ¢@ ela), Srunwantu 
Sarbe Amrutasya Putrah ( dag ace apedy dg’), Yakubi Kabita 
Kahe ( aig@ @Ge1 aca ), Akasha Patala ( a@la aici@ ), Sckala 
Pakhala ( sagi@ adi@ ), Dhwani Dhwani Pratidhwani (uf ue gdué), 
Ranuapa Tharu Pushi Parjyanta ( ae. adioig ad ade), Ja Nisha 
Sarba Bhutesu (al Ga1 a9 qacog.) and Brundabanara Sesa Dhupa 
( egleea saa Yad). He has written a novel entitled Tamashi Radha 


( oladiaal ) - 


Achyutananda Patj 
Achyutananda Pati was born in Narasinghapur village in Jajpur 
subdivision and is a story writer. His story collections are Ashubha 


Putrara Kahani ( ada daa @iaiat ), Ugrasena Ubacha ( ageae 
agie ), Snayu O° Sanyasi ( dig 8 q@aviat ) and Trishanku 
( Gag ) . Heis the editor of the Durmukha, a magagine of satire. 


Gobinda Das 

Gobinda Das, a lawer by profession, is also a novelist. Amabasyata 
Chandra ( aqieiauia oe, ) ishis well-known novel. He is also the 
author of a story collection, Bhagnansha ( RAI ) and a travelogue 


entitled Dese Dese ( seca cad). 


Sukadeva Sahu 

Sukadeva Sahu of Dhumat in Cuttack district is a novelist and 
has written Naba Janma ( seo? ), Manara Jete Asha (Aga case eal), 
Prabasi (a¢@ia1), Bidesha Bahuda ( Geeq oig¢!), Mana Harini 
Kande (aa adi @l6ég ) anda poetry collection entitled Premaraga 
( sdeaa ). 
Basagnta Kumarj Patnaik 

Born in Cuttack, Basanta Kumari Patnaik is a talented novelist. 
Her novels include Amada Bata (adel ic), Chora Bali (éqq ala), 
Palata Dheu (dlasi cea) and Juara Bhatta (@gia asl). 


Sunanda Kar 

Sunanda Kar is the author of Agami Kalira Lekhaka (zdlqi 
alma cade), A Dunian ( Gel ), Sangram (qaqa), a story 
collection) anda poetry collection, Udayana (aeae). He has trans- 
lated Maxim Gorky’s famous novel Mother into Oriya. 
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Jatindsa Kumar Das 


Boro in Bagalpur in Cuttack district, Jatindra Kumar Das is 
a novelist and short story writer and has written Jibana Jale Manasi 
(199 @6@ cad), Parajita Samrat (qaseaqic), Manara Mayura 
(PQ ABR) and two story collections entitled He Pruthivira 
Nagarika (¢@ dae1a slane) and E Janmara Itihasa (~ GER Qoe!a), 


Nishamanj Padhj Sharma 


Nishamani Padhi Sharma was born in Marshaghai in Cuttack 
district. He is a dramatist and has written about thirty dramas which 
include Mahatirtha (qaie1d), Ghatapuja (asq@l), Nagajagyan 
(siaag), Guru Dakshina (4g ea él),  Balyasakha (@iquadi), ete, 
Jayanta Mahapatra 


Jayanta Mahapatraisa well-known Indian English poet and has 
reczived acclaim insid2 and outside the country. His books of poems 
include A Rain of Rites, The False Start,Life Signs, Temple, etc. In 1981, 
he was the first Indian poet in English to receive Central Sshitya 
Akademi Awerd for his long poem, Relationship. He has widely 
translated Oriya poetry into Eaglish. 

Kulamani Samal 

Kulamani Samal was born in village Nrutanga in Cuttack district 
and as aScientist, he has written a number of books relating to 
science. Mahasunyare Manusya ( A@ideisa agai ), Sabhyatara 
Tinoti Sopana ( aqugia SeaiG@ salaie ), Mahakashara Ahwana 

(Agialda agie),  Bigyana Bichara (Ga19 Ga), Baigyanika Jibani 
(soaige @ a1), Padartha Bigyana (dela Gale), Katha Taranga 
(ea) east), Sunila Lokaku Michha (dda saeqg a), Akha Dhilaku 
Chaka Dhila (aa @agoe Ga) and Anka Kautuka (ug RAGE) 
are some of his popular books on science. He is the editor of 
a magazine ;Bigyana Prabha (3gi¢ gal) 

Kandwi Charan Das 

Kanduri Charan Das was born in Kharianta village and is a 
novelist. He is known for his popular detective novels. Janmamati 

(ega;¢), Dunia Gol (@Ga caim ), Dine Ratire ( gee aden ), 
Bali Jhada (elgg), Rakta Tandaba (ag else ), Kalaratrira 
Saitan (@leaeia sdele), 303 Revolver, Lal Mohar (am eriga), 
Lal Fita (qado1) and Dhulira Dharani (ama Naa) are some 
of the novels written by him. : 
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Narahari Upadhyaya 


Born in Jaguleipada near Aul, Narahari Upadhyaya is a poet, 
dramatist and essayist. He has written the Ramayana in dramatic 
form in seven volumes under the title Sri Ramalila Natya Prakalpa 
(a alaaie acy ga), seven volumes of Rama Sangeeta Samahara 


(acl oie Aaigia) and a book entitled Bhutakeli (gece@t)s 


Bichjtrananda Kar 

Bichitrananda Kar is an eminent journalist and was the editor 
of the daily Matrubhumi . His Bhinna Drusti (Ga a4) is & 
collection of critical essays. He has also compiled Brajasundar Smaranika 
(gegeq dad al). 


Pitambara Pradhan 


Pitambara Pradhan was born in Dihabalarampur village in 
Cuttack district and has written many novels, short stories and 
dramas. Akasara Ahwana (2igida ai@le), Palli Pathe (aa aéal), 
Kalinga Kabi (@@er @@), Chilika Parikrama ( @@! adeel ), 
Kathakara Surendra Mohanty (@aiaia geae aig) and Adhunika 
Oupanyasika (auGe Gdeide) are some of his publications. 


Binod Routray 


Binod Routray of Kalikapur, Cuttack is an essayist and an authority 
on fine arts. His writings include Silalipi (sid), Nirmala 
(Gciel), Odisi Chitra (69a 6¢), Mousumi (eciiget), Katha Kusuma 
(eel gga), Chitralekha ( Gecaci), Tarunya (elga4), Chhut 
(32) and Nua Duniara Katha (921 @Fea all ). 
He has also’ written books on wooden _handicrafts 
and traditional Oriya art like Odisara Paramparika Kala O’ Lokakala 
(GSaia diane eal G@ sqae@eq!) and graphics. 


Hrudananda Ray 


Hrudananda Ray of Gobinda Tota, Cuttack district is a philo- 
sopher and essayist. He has written books on religion and philosophy 
like Adwaita Vedanta Parichaya (e26q@@ 6eale aged), 


Bhanja Bhagabata ( @& aldee ), Nabajatak Tattwarthakhanda 
(eoelee ogi ds) and is the co-author of the book Paschatya 
Darshanara Itihasa (Gja1oy odea QSeiq). 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 





EDUCATION AND CULTURE 851 
Ganesh Prasad Parija 


Ganesh Prasad Parija was born in Tentuliapada near Jhankada 
in Cuttack district and is an essayist and a scholar on Tantra. He 
has written a number of books among which mention may be made cf 
Sarala Dasanka Janma (diam! @idg@ @@), Bishnu Kuta (@¢_@¢), 
Juge Juge Bouddha Galpa (ge6qa dea cele ae), Marana Pare 
(jaa dca), Juge Juge Jagannath (aca dea eaala), Saktibada 
(ageie), Jagabalia (@alece ), Bidehi Atma ( Gced aie), 
Ja Devi Shakti Rupena (al 6901 1D QEAd), etc, 


Debiprasanna Patnaik 


Born in Tigiria ex-state, Debiprasanna Patnaik is a critic and 
linguist. He is the author of books like Kabilipi (@@@d), 
Sahitya Diksha (aiGo4 o1gi), Odia Bhasa O Bhasa_Bigyana 
(Get gal G @al Sgie), He has also written some books and 


articles in English relating to the development of Oriya, Assamese, 
Bengali and Hindi languages. 


Bhagabata Prasad Mohanty 


Bhagabata Prasad:;Mohanty was born at Binjharpur, Cuttack. 
He Bis a novelist. He isthe author of books like Simanta Prahari 
(aiale a@aqi), Charu Chilika Kule (ag Sale! @6@), Nihata Nayika 
(Ga RI @1), etc. He is the editor of a magazine entitled Palli Swapna 
(aa! 9q). 


Rabindra Nath Singh 


Rabindia Nath Singh, more known as Rabi Singh, was born in 
Nabapatana village in Cuttack district. He isa talented poet and is 
well-known for his revolutionary poems. He is popularly known as_ the 
Kazi Nazrul of Orissa. Charam Patra (cada de), Patha Prantara 
Kabita’ ( ga qleaa aGei ), Jwalara Mala (eigia a@l ), Tarakaia 
Luha ( gia@la ge), Agnibeda ( ad cee ), Lal Pagodara Preta 
(av disai@ia cqq), Bhrukuti (q@oi), Bidirnna ( Gard ) 
are some of his poetry collections. Besides, he has to his credit 
two story collections entitled Parasta Sainika ( daa cdae ) 
and Chalantika (o@3e1), a translation work | Purbakshana 
(aéaa) and a travelogue Goa Jatri ( salenalgt ). 
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Jatindra Mohan Mohanty 

Born in Shyamsundarpur village in Cuttack district, Jatindra 
Mohan Mohanty is a distinguished critic. He has written a number of 
books which include Itihasa Chakra ( q@aiq o@ ), Kabyatattwa 
( eto¥eq ) and Bhasatattwa (alsioq ). He has also compiled 
a book on modern Oriya poems under the title Adhunika Odia 
Kabita ( 2ife eGal eel ). 


Paramananda Adhikari 


Paramananda Adhikari of Kujang, Cuttack, is a novelist and has 
written novels like Byakula Basanta ( o4@@oas), Udaya Asta 
(aeaag) and Nandighosa (@scaia ). He has compiled 
Ama Jagannath Ama Sahitya ( aia @aeatel alc aise ) and has 
written a number of children’s literature entitled Gobara Ganesa 
( saiea aca ), Mani Manika Galpamala ( a aide aasicl ) 


and Tuan Tuinka Galpa ( ga ca’e ae ). 


Bishnu Prasad  Bahalia 


Bishnu Prasad Bahalia, a poet and novelist, was born in 
Mahakalparha village in Cuttack district. He is the author of novels like 
Dharama Pua (yaad ga), Satabdira Ahwana ( delaia aie ), 
Basundhara ( egea ), Milana Pathe ( dee aca ), Batikhunta (oe14$) 
and Rupayana (gdla@). He has also to his credit some poetry collections 
like Megha Malhara (eqa aga), Indumati ( ge.ae ), Panchabati 
( agec1 ) and two dramas Kalki ( @@@1) and Prabhasa  Milana 


( gala dae ). 


Birakishore Das 


Birakishore Das, born in Alanahata in Cuttack, district, is a critic 
and has written Samalochana Sahitya ( aqicgom alos), 
Saraswata Samiksha ( giqa@aeigi), | Ganakabi Baishnaba Pati 
(ages coae aid ), Mahimadharma O’ _ Dibyadrasta 
( age ad 6 Soreq! ), Bhima Bhoj ( aici cag ), Sahitya Swarupa 
( alsou aga ), Swabhaba Kabi Gangadhara €aao @d galue ), 
Juge Juge Natya Sahitya ( ACA Asa @IS4 ajSey ) and some children’s 


literature, literature for adults, biography and devotional songs. 
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Jameswara Tripathy 

Born in Radhanathpur village in Cuttack district, Jameswara 
Tripathy is a novelist and writer of children’s literature. His novels 
are Sekale Ekale Anyakale ( sdq@ie@ Ni@is@ ueieis@ ), Kahani Ahata 
Atmara (@igidi age amin), Basanta Batasa (oag ocia ) 
and Malabikara Swapna (qi@d@ia aa), He has also written 
Bigyana Prativa ( Gai@ aG@ ) in five volumes and books lItke 
Baigyanika Parija ( eoaif@ age; ), Santha Binova (aa Geqel ) 
and Madhubabu ( queig ) for children. 


Santanu Kumar Acharya 


Santanu Kumar Acharya was born at Siddheswarapur in Cuttack 
district. He is an eminent Oriya novelist and short story writer. He 
is the author of many novels among which Nara Kinnara { 9a Ga). 


Dakhinabartta ( @@aie@ ), Tinoti Ratira Sakala ( Seqld ada dale ), 
Satabdira Nachiketa ( ge\a@ia aSca@ol ) and Shakuntala ( ageel ) 


need special mention. Durbara ( @91Q } is one of his 
most successful story collections. He has also written some 
children’s literature. He is the recepient of many literary awards 
including the award by the Central Sahitya Akademi. 


Khageswar Mahapatra 


Khageswar Mahapatra was born at Balda in Jajpur subdivision 
of Cuttack district and is an eminent scholar, critic and linguist. He 
is credited with the authorship of books like Samalochanara Digadiganta 
( AAisgowla Ga as), Charya Gitika (odiaiGel), Odia Lipi 
O Bhasa ( eG 4G Gag), Dakshinanchaliya Odia ( od@aao 
Oa), etc. He has translated $Ragadarabari ( aaeagiat ) 
into Oriya. His other works are Banda Parbatara Adhibasi 
(ogl Adega auelar) and two volumes of essay collections. 


Abhinna Chandra Dash 


Born in Mauda village in Cuttack district, Abhinna Chandra Dash 
IS an essayist and translator. Some of his works are Baidika Sahitya O’ 
Sanskruti ( see algoy eg eas ), Sanskruta Sahityara Ruparekha 


(299 aleya qdcag ), Baidika Kahani ( cé¢@ qigiat ), | Malabika 
(aiaGel), Kabi Bilapa ( @@ Sela), Sura Sundari (ga gear), 
and Rutu Samhara, transalation. He 1S also 
the author of books like Katha Sarita Sagar ( ea| ao alaa) and 


Shri Sankaracharya. 
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Murari Mohan Jena 


Born in Bhagatpur, Cuttack, Murari Mohan Jena is a prolific 
poet and essayist. He has written many poems and essays which 
include Khara O’ Chhai (ga 6 @iq), Srama O’  Sramika 
(ae Gade ), Odia Sahityara SabujaJuga ( Ge alfe1a age da ), 
etc. He has compiled the volume ‘Kabi Kanthe Sri Jagannatha’ 
(ad 6d af Gala ). 


Abani Kumar Baral 


Abani Kumar Baral of Jagatsinghapur, Cuttack is a _ novelist 
and essayist. He has ten novels and story collections to his credit. His 
works include Premara Anwesanare Gotie Taruni ( ¢gaa acseaace 
eid sega), 4 Aparanhara Chhaya (gaaga alal), Sanlapa 
Nirjanatara (@e1d G@eeiq), all novels, and story collections 
like Jaraja (@lae), Uttara Basanta ( aan eae), Bhinna 
Swadara Galpa ( @a galeaada), etc. 


Ramachandra Tripathy 


Ramachandra Tripathy, born in village Pandara, Cuttack is an 
essayist and compiler. He has tohis credit a number of books which 
inelude Palli Jataka (agai @le@ ), Raghuvamsa, Kumara 


Sambhaba, Swapnabasabadutta, Betala Pancha Binsati, rendered into 
Oriya, and essay collection entitled Sanskrutira Dhara (gq,8a ula) 


and has compiled books like Gorekhnath Smaranika (¢qicsageia qadal) 
and Sri {Ramachandra Bhanjadeo. 
Bichitrananda Mohanty 

Bichitrananda Mohanty of Kendupatna, Cuttack is a critic and 
essayist. He has written many books which include  Pallikav! 
Parichaya ( daie@ déoa), Bhanjakavi Parichaya ( aged aded ), 
Bhaktakavi Parichaya ( aseQo added ), Meher Bharati (cri6aa alae), 
Kavi Kartik Das O” Rukmini Bibha ( @@ @i@@ cia 6 gaa Ga). 
Besides, he has written some dramas and short stories. 


Manorama Mohapatra 


Born in Radhanathpur village of Cuttack district, Manorama 
Mohapatra is a poetess, short story writer,essayist and critic. She has 
written Juara Jeunthi Uthe ( qgin cae’ eco ), Biradimananka 
Anashana ( Ga¢qie@ zeae ), Ratnadwipa ( ag@ia ), Banda Gharara 
Kabat (¢q daa eai¢). She hasalso written Bana Raija Katha 


Pa ; ; 
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Debendra Mohanty 

Debendra Mohanty of Rahama, Cuttack has written a number of 
books which include Prachina Odia Sahitya ( dic1e Be algo4 )s 
Adhunika Sahitya Darshana ( eae alge ede), Panchasakha 
Odia Sahitya ( agai GGa alge4y ), Odia Sahityara Sthiti O’ Prakruti 
( 8921 aIGeua AS GC QQe ), Jugajyoti Radhanath ( aac@us aaiaia ), 
Chandrabhaga Adhyayana ( o@alal aayae ), Chilika Adhyayana 
( SA! auuae ), Chandrabimba (69a), etc. 


Rajat Kumar Kar 

Rajat Kumar Kar of Cuttack is a well-known dramatist and wrote 
a number of dramas such as Kabi Samrat ( @@ aie ), 
Chandan Hazuri ( cae eeai), Salita ( age! ), Andhaputulj ( ae 
age ), Biplabi Surendra Saj ( Gde1 gdsag, dN ), etc. He is also the 
author of a critical work, Bhanja Prabha ( a% ga ). 


Dasaratha Samal] 

Dasaratha Samal of village Mallikapur in the Jajpur subdivision 
of the district is a prominent novelist’ and literary critic. His popular 
novels are Badhubarana (¢u oad), Samantara ( aise ), 
Manara Tale Tale ( aga cise ole@ ), Baisakhi Ghurni ( 6daia 2.6 ), 
Se Nari Bandaniya ( 6a glai eemial ), Nila Sindhura Upakanthe 
(me ¢8.a aaacea ), Basanta Asichhi Pheri (eaa eds cad), 
Ratri Hela Sesa (ag caacaa ) and Phuta Phaguna ( ae) ade ). 
He edited the co-operative journal “Kalyani” and ‘‘Samabaya 
Samachar’ for a long time. 


Prafulla Mohanty 

rafulla Mohanty was born at Nanpur, Cuttack and has written 
some books in English entitled Indian Village Tales, My Village 
My Life and Through Browa Eyes, all published in United Kingdom. 
He lives in London. 


Biswajit Das | 

Biswajit Das, born in Jajpur subdivision of Cuttack district, is a 
well-known dramatist. Heis the author of dramas like Nalipan Rani 
Kalapan Tika ( @imaie aat agiale Gal),  Nishipadma ( Sa ae ), 
Ama Pratinidhinkatharu (aa aseueoig ), Mrugaya ( aad ) and 
Suna Sujane ( ag gece ). 
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Prasanna Kumar Mohapatra 


Born in Chatara Village in Cuttack district, Prasanna Kumar Moha- 


patra is a novelist and is the author of novels like Stree ( 91), 
Mauna Minati (ae see), Manasira Ashru ( mecia a9, ), Madhu 
Malati ( aa eet ), Nari O’ Purusa (elai g@ aga), Gare Kunkuma 
Dhare Luha ( gisa @gel alsa ge ), Aloka Andhara ( eeae asia ) 
and Pritira Pujarini ( a1GQ aide ). 


Dasarathi Das 

Born in Ayatapur village in Cuttack district, Dasarathi Das 
is a reputed scholar and literary critic. His works include Kabya 
Sambad ( @ie4 dale ), Chitra Kalpa ( G@ @@ ), Sahitya Sandhana 
( aisey avie ), Adhunika Kabya Jigyansa ( ware cle4 ealdi ), 
Kabisutya Kabyabibhaba ( @Gad Gie4 Gae ), etc. 


Binapani Mohanty 


Binapani Mohanty of Kendraparha, Cuttack is a well-known short 
story writer. Nabataranga ( eq gag), Kasturimruga ©’ Sabuyja 
Aranya (gai da 8 age aad), Tatinira Trusna ( 9¢a19 eal ) 
and Anya Alanya ( 2@4 gaai) are some of her story collections. 
She is being awarded by the Central Sahitya Akademi. 


Hemanta Kumar Das 


Hemanta Kumar Das of Bodhpur in Cuttack district is a distin- 
guished literary critic, dramatist and short story writer. His works 
include Odia Natakara Bikasadhara (@Ge g@igeq Sata aia ) 
(in four volumes),Odia Natakara Rupabibhava ( Ge sisen QcGac ), 
Kavicharita Gangadhar ( @@ oG¢ ga@jua), Ashru Nuhen Anala 
( as. 962 aee ) , short story collections like Marutirtha ( qqoi1g ), 
Nachiketa Sambad ( 9@@ce@0) aqie ),  Maranottara ( Aacaiag ) 
and dramas : Dunia (Gai) and Charoti Chhota Nataka (qcq@ cai¢ 
eic@ ). He has also written some books for children, 


Sitakanta Mohapatra 


Born in Mahanga of Cuttack district, Sitakanta Mohapatra is an 
I. . A. S. officer of Orissa cadre and is an eminent poet and essayist. 
His major .poetical works are : Dipti O’ Dyuti (aid 6 Qi), Astapadi 


(asdei), Samudra (ane), Sabdara Akasha ( agg aieia 
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and Chitranadi (Ge@e@q1). His other works include Nisanga 
Manisa ( Gag adq), acollection of essays and Aneka Sarata 
(asae dag), travelogue. Many of his poems have been translated 
into other Indian and foreign languages. He is the recipient of 
Gyanapitha Award, Orissa Sahitya Akademi Award, Central Sahitya 
Akademi Award and the Sarala Award. 


Bibbuti Bhusan Patnaik 


Bibhutt Bhusan Patnaik was born in Dingeswara village in 
Cuttack district and is an eminent ‘novelist, short story writer and 
critic. He is a prolific writer and has many novels and short story 
collections to his credit which include Sesa Basanta (¢aq oqe ), 
Bhitamati ( 1 ald), Prema O’ Pruthibi ( cacq @ age; ), Prathama 
Sakala (gan a@ia ), Keshabati Kanya ( ¢@seor eau ), 
Nayikara Nama Srabani ( gid@ia ela sie), Dagdha Fulabana 
(equ aace ), Badhu Nirupama ( ey Agqde!), Sultana (grorel), 
etc. 


Nityananda Satpathy 


Born at Garei Sasan, Tirtol, Nityananda Satpathy is a scholar, 
critic, compiler and editor. Sabujaru Sampratika ( ag@q qig@e ) 
is one of his well-known critical works. He compiled Madhu 
Smaranika ( aa. qad@! )s Nilakantha Parikrama ( gigea gdeq! ), 


Acharya Parikrama and Atibadi Parikrama( ade9 adeqi). He edits 
the literary magazine ‘Istahar’. 


Bholanath Rout 


Bholanath Rout, Jagatsinghapur, Cuttack is a writter and critic. 
His works include Satabdira Swapna ( aelaia ad), Sahityika 


Samalochana ( ai@Gu@ acdicaoa! ), Odia Upanyasa — Sahityara 
Parichaya ( G@e1 qaaia AISeiA ahead ), Gangadhar Smaranika 
(aetlaa Qeadat), Meher Aloka ( ¢6a6@q eicq@ ) and = Sahitvare 
Rahasyabada ( qi@gueq Qeaiele ), etc. 


Brajamohan Mohanty 


Brajamohan Mohanty, born at Gopalpur in Cuttack district, is a 
novelist and dramatist. He has written novels like Nisabda Akasha 
( Sa@ ei@ig ), Andha Pruthibi ( a@ age1), Bindue Nian (Go fel’), 
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Kahani Tinibandhura ( @lelai 63 o? 2 ), 
(aeuer aave ac) and Swarea 0” 
Ama Pall; ( aA aa ) and Chandra 

are his two plays. 


Anyanya Paridhira Ranga 
Naraka (ad @ eae). 
Chakori (¢@, o6alat ) 


Prabodh Kumar Mishra 
Born in village Khandasahi in Cuttack district, Prabodh Kumar 
Mishra has written books both in Oriya and Sanskrit with great 
auhority. Maralara Kabya ( dd@a @le4 ), Malinira Nidrabhanga 
[( alsaia GG lac ), Naati Kabita (@ @ eel ) ane ae sane 
(24 q@) are the books he has written in Oriya. His Sanskrit 
works include Koumudi ( e¢iq@1 ), Santiduta (a1Seg), Swapnadutam 


( 2aeeq ), ete. 


Baishnaba Charan Samal 


Baishnaba Charan Samal of Charigan, Cuttack is a poet and eminent 
critic. He is the author of a number of books including Adhunika 
Odia Kavi Eka Antardrusti ( aufe 62 @6 Ve as ee ), Samayara 
Lipi ( adaa ad ), Kala,’ Sanskruti OQ’ Sahitya 

( eal, eqe 8 ager ), Odia GalpaGati O’ Prakruti ( Gz ae a@ @G 
agé ) and Ks11ica2 Galpa Srasta Manasa (@@ ae q@; Alea ). 


Deepak Mishra 

Deepak Mishra of Kamarkhandi in Kendraparha subdivision of 
the Cuttack district is a distinguished poet and critic. His works include 
Asamapika (gadida@i ), Anustupa (aggd), Saptama  Pruthivi 
(aga qae1), Brutta (@@ ), Nirjana Nakshatra (fee eae ) 
and Kavi, Kavita O’ Tara Prusthabhumi ( ad aBel @ ol’a aagd ) . 


Prasanna Kumar Mishra 

Prasanna Kumar Mishra was born in Jajpur and is a poet, dramatist and 
novelist. His works include ‘Ratnadwipara Majhi (age1da cig), Basa- 
ntara Sketch { eqsa 6ae_), Adrushya Sangam (e@s4 aca), Asura 
(aga), Badhipanira Danta (eealda @io ), Prema Khela ( ega 
aq), Chhana’Murtti (ga aa), Subarna Basudha ( god egal ), 
Nijaku Radha Manekari ( @eqg aa cievad ), etc. 
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Sahadeba Sahu 


Born in Kabirpur_ village in Cuttack district, Sahadeba Sahu, an 
1,A4.S. Officer of Orissa Cadre, is anessayist, short story writer and 
philatelist. His works include A Diga SeJDiga (~ oa 6a @@ ), Samasya 
Aji O” Kalira ( agai a G @1AR ), Dakatikata Parichaya ( glaG@sc 
qaeda ), etc. He has written a number of essays on scientific subjects. 


Barendra Krushna Dhal 


Barendra Krushna Dhal, born in Banki, is a short story writer and 
novelist. Hisworks include Panigara ( aldala ), Kabacha ( eee ), 
Sandhyara Mukura ( gayle aga ), Bidagdha Bihangi ( Gequ Gacr ), 
Nayika (@idet\, etc. He is also famous as an_ investigative 
journalist. 


Gagana Bihari Biswal 


Born in Palasola, Cuttack, Gagan Bihari Biswal is a novelist and 
dramatist. His works include Sabhyatara Ratha Chakra Tale ( qquota 
Q2 O@ o6m), Sesa Paraga ( caiq aaa ), Galpa Mora Alpa Nuhen (qa ectia 
ye ese ), Jala Danaba ( @@ aiee ), Taap ( ousala ) and Maha- 
lakshmi ( q21Aqi ). 


Ratnakar Chaini 


Ratnakar Chaini was born in Arei, Cuttack and is a dramatist, 
essayist and critic. Noted amongst his dramas are Apadebata (ydceeol), 
Rajadarabara (qagaela), Mancha Nayika ( a8 @id@l ), Punascha 
Pruthibi ( aga dae ), Kalankita Surya ( aa oe ad), Rajahansa 
(aeaeq), Sesa Ashru (cag za_) Astaragara Chandra ( agaaa 
o@,), Athacha Chanakya ( aao aee@y) and Sunyatara Sidhi (agugla 
a@ ), He has also written novels like Phulara Phaguna (aa Pas), 
Ratira Rajanigandha ( qa aeaiae! ) and Abyakta Godhuli (ou 
641N@ ), His other works are a collection of short stories entitled 
Muthae Sunyata Gok aeigl) and a book titled Udbhata Natya 
Parampara ( agae aici dana ). 


Pratibha Ray 


Pratibha Ray of Balikuda, Cuttack is a reputed novelist and short 
Story writer. She has written a number of novels noted among which 
are Upanayika ( aagidel ), Silapadma (daa ), Jagyanseni 
(algcaqt), Aranya (gaay), Gangasiuli ( aeréam ), Kainchara 
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Sapana ( @lg7>soQ Gar ), Aparichita ( aaa@vl ), Parichaya 

Nisiddha Pruthibi ( 4a? 0,0¢1 ), Nilatrushna (919,81), on 
Medura ( 6Aad 6rn@a ) and Aikyatana ( aeaeie ) are me of her tee 
story collections. She isthe recipient of ‘Murth Devi Award and 
Central Sahitya Akademi Award for her novel Jajnaseni ( a'eseeri ). 


Megha 


Pratibha Satpathy 
Born in Satyabhamapur, Cuttack, Pratibha Satpathy is a reputed 
poetess and was honoured with Orissa Sahitya Akademi Award and 
Sarala Award.She has to her credit a number of poetry collections 
which include Sesa Janha (caq ea ), Asta Janhara Eligi ( ag Gee 
MAS ), Gasta Samaya ( 49 Ad ), and has translated a novel entitled 


Nila Nisithara Tara ( @1@ #E1aa GIG ). 


Jayanta Kumar Das 

he district of Cuttack, Jayanta Kumar Das 
writer and dramatist. His works 
a collection of popular 


Born at Bodhpur int 
is an essayist, critic, short story 
include Rahasya Ratnakar ( aeay arlee ), 
Odia Betar Natak ( eGen seoia aita@ ), a criticism, 


essays in science; 
a short story collection; Ashara Nama 


Tilaru Tala ( O@Q O1@ ), : 
Devayani ( aaa ala 6eqale ), a drama. Ashara Nama Devayani 


was broadcast in all major regional languages of the country by the 


All India Radio. 


Sachidananda Mishra 


Born in Sukinda, Sachidananda Mishra is a critic and essayist. 
He is credited withthe authorship of a number of books which include 
Odia Bhasatattwa Samiksha ( 6Gz) agiog aeial), Purana O’ Nataka 
( aaa aise ), Odia Sahitya O’ Samalochana (Gz algo 6 acisaoel), 
Bhanja Sahitya Samaja O’ Sanskruti (as aaoi ane 8 @qg ). 


Besides, there are a number of other writers, novelists, poets 
critics and essayists of the district whose contribution to the growth 
of Oriya literature and language is no small. 


Source : Odia Prakasana O’ Prasaranara Itihasa by Shridhara Mohapatra Sharma, 
Histories of Oriya lite rature and individual collectfions. 
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APPENDIX I[ 
List of Colleges with year of establishment* 
Government Colleges: 
1. Ravenshaw College, Cuttack (1868) 
2. Ravenshaw Evening College, Cuttack (1962) 
3. Sailabala Women’s College, Cuttack (1946) 
4. J. K. B. K. College, Cuttack (1972) 
5. N. G. College, Jajpur (1945) 
Non-Government Colleges: 
1. Stewart Science College, Cuttack (1944) 
. Vyasanagar College, Cuttack (1966) 
3. Christ College, Cuttack (1944) 
4. Salepur College, Salepur (1964) 
5. Kandarpur College, Kandarpur 
6. Chaudwar College, Cha udwar 
7 
8. 
9. 


bo 


. Niali College, Niali (1977) 
Prahalad Panchayat College, Nischintkoili (1979) 
Subhadra Mahtab Mahavidyalaya, Asureswar (1979) 
10. Sri Jagannath Mahavidyalaya, Nayahat 
Il. Dolagobinda Brajakishore College, Kasarda 
12. Indira Gandhi Women’s College, Cuttack 
13. Emerti Devi Women’s College, Cutta k 
14. Cuttack College, Cuttack 
15. Mahanga Puspagiri Mahavidyalaya, Mahanga 
16. Tangi Mahavidyalaya, Kotasahi 
17, Cuttack City College, Cuttack 
18. L. N. Sahu College, Jagtpur 
19. S.S.Mahavidyalaya, Bayalish Mouza 
20. Mahanga Women’s College, Pallisahi 
21. Jhadeswar College, Cuttack 
22. Udayanath College, Adaspur 
23. Bahugram College, Bahu gram 
24. City Women’s College, Cuttack 
25. Raghunath Jew College, Cuttack 


*Figures in the bracket indicate the year of establishment. 
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26. Dasarathpur H.S.Schoo!, Dasarathpur 

27. Brahmana Jharilo College, Brahmana Jnarilo 
28. Sadhu Goureswar College, Kanikapada (1975) 
29. U.N.S.Mahavidyalaya, Khairabad (1975) 

30. Baba Bhairabananda College, Chandikhole (1976) 
31. Kharasrota Mahavidyalaya, Singhpur (1976) 

32. Dharmasala Mahavidyalaya, Dharmasala (1978) 
33. Shahashpur College, Balichandrapur (1978) 

34. Mahapurusa Hadi Das Mahavidyalaya, Chhatia 
35. Sukinda Mahavidyalaya, Sukinda (1979) 

36. Junabhadra College, Pritipur 

37. Anchalika Panchayat College, Sujanpur (1979) 

38. Bharati Vihar Mahavidyalaya, Sukinda 

39. Biraja Women’s College, Jajpur (1980) 

40. Laxmi Baraha College, Bhuinpur (1981) 

4]. B. S. College, Arakhapur 

42. Jenapur College, Jenapur 

43. Barapada College, Barapada 

44. Indira Gandhi Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Jajpur Road 
45. Kusumdev Satsanga Women’s College, Darakhapatana 
46. Regional College, Rambag 

47, Mangalpur Women’s College, Mangalpur 

48, Brahmani College, Saraswatnagar, Dandisahi 

49. L. B. College, Angalo 

50. Panchayat Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Balia 

51. Madhupur College, Kalan (1982) 

52. Brajagiri College, Kotapur 

53. Madhuban Mahavidyalaya, Madhubanhat 

54. Devikandala Nityananda College, Kandala (1981) 


55. Pranakrushna College, Baitarani Road 
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Kendraparha College, Kendraparha 
Pattamundai College, Pattamundai 
Qlaver College, Olaver 

S. A. College, Rajkanika 

L. M. Mahavidyalaya, Patkura (1976) 


. Aul College, Aul (1975) 
62. 
63. 
64. 
65. 


S.N.Gollege, Rajkanika (1975) 

Sri Sri Bayababa Ccllege, Mahakal parla (1978) 
Marshaghai College, Marshaghai 

Tulasi Women’s College, Kendraparha 

Ghandol College, Chandol (1979) 

Baruneswar Mahavidyalaya, Aret(1980) 

Birupa College, Indupur 

Sri Sri Jagannath Mahavidyalaya, Rajnagar 

Derabis College, Derabis (1981) 

Kendraparha Evening College, Kendraparha 
Pattamundai Women’s College, Pattamundas 

Manab Sambal Vikas Mahila Mahavidyalaya, Govindapur 
Vir Hanuman Jew College, Nikirei 

Biju Patnaik College, Antei (1981) 

Karilopatna College, Karilopatna (1960) 

Anchalika Mahavidyalaya, Hatsahi 

Baraha Regional Science Gollege, Hatasahi KaCheri 
Gopabandhu Science College, Athagarh (1963) 
M.S.College, Badamba(1963) 

Narasinghapur College, Narasinghapur (1978) 

Kanpur Anchalika Mahavidyalaya, Kanpur (1978) 

Sri Sri Dhabaleswar Mahavidyalaya, Gurudijhatia (1980) 
P. P. Dev Mahavidyalaya, Tigiria (1981) 

Ansupa College of Education and Technology. Athagar h 
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Gopabandhu Women’s College, Athagarh 
s, V. M. College, Jagatsinghapur (1963) 
Paradeep College, Paradeep(1975) 

Adikabi Sarala Das Mahavidyalaya, Tirtol 


Kujang College, Kujang 

Balikuda College, Balikuda (1939) 

Sri Sri Jagannath Mahavidyalaya, Erasama (1980) 
Anchalika Baladevjew Women’s College, Nuagan 
Karu2 Women’s College, Karua 

D.C.Gollege, Redhua 

Kaduapada H. S. School, Kaduapada 

Baya Abadhut College, Kanima! 

Sarala Mahavidyalaya, Rahama 

Banki College, Banki (1961) 

Kialapathara Dhalapathara Anchalika Mahavidyalaya, Tolkani 
G. CG. College, Ramachandrapur, Cuttack 

Brahmani College, Saraswatinagar, Dandisahi 
Alaka Mahavidyalaya, Anakhia 

Jawaharlal Nehru College, Kuanpal 

U, S. Mahavir College, Madaupur 

Sahadeswar College, Cuttack 

Thakurani Nigamananda Mahavidyalaya, Na garjhar 
Brajasundar Coliege, Sahapur 

Abhimanyu Samanta Singhar College, Abhimanyu Batia 
Chitrotpala College, Akhua 

Ushadevi Women’s College, Audhara 

Kamaladevi Women’s College, Rankapal 

Jaganaath Jew Mahavidyalaya, Chadidhar 

Women’s College, Japakud 

Prava Routray Mahavidyalaya, Godisahi 

Kasinath Mahavidyalaya, Kaipara 

Kapileswar College, Kotama 
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CHAPTER XVI 
MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 


Survey of Public Health aud Medical facilities in carly times 


So far as the history of medical and public heaith institutions in 
the district is concerned, there existed a small dispensary inthe premises of 
present medical college at Cuttack during the days of the Maratha rule in 
the later half of the eighteenth ceatury. The sole purpose of that 
dispensary was torender whatever little medical assistance was then 
available and feasible to sick pilgrims enroute to and from Puri, especially 
during the famous ‘Car Festival’ of Lord Jagannath. Devout Hindus 
from Kashmir to Kanyakumari converged every yeat on the ‘Puri Dhanv 
in hundreds andthousands during the months of June or Julyto 
attend the nine-day-long famous festival, On account of the poor 
sanitary conditions existing then and mainly due to non-availabilify of 
safe potable water many of them were naturally stricken with cholera, 
gastroenteritis and such other diseases on their protracted journeys. 
This was aregular and annual feature for which the Maratha rulers had 
tasazitfully establishsd some: road-side small dispensarics to cater 
tothe needs of these ailing prilgrims and the one at Cuttack was 
by far the biggest and comparatively well-equipped. This 
dispensary continued to function admirably till the British occupation 
of Orissa in 1803 A.D. 


Further, the British rulers, in course of time, realized the strategic 
importance of this dispansary at Cuttack and converted it into a small 
hospital, Regular financial assistance was made available and the 
hospital ran smoothly for years thereafter. Following the great famine 
of 1865-66, the British rulers were forced willy-nilly to undertake some 
dev-lopment works in Orissa which required provision of huge funds. 
Some substantial provisions were made by diverting money from the 
“Annachhatra Fund” to run the hospital smoothly. Until the seventies 
of the last century there were only two institutions to afford charitable 
medical relief, besides a Lunatic Asylum, viz., the Cuttack Dispensary 
or; Annachhatra Dispensary and the Jajpur Dispensary. The Cuttack 
_ Dispensary, being a charitable institution was crowded with pilgrims, 
some of whom were half-famished, while others were brought in the 
last stage of diarrhoea, dysentery and other wasting diseases. Naturally 
such an institution failed to attract respectable patients, when nearly 
all the indoor patients were pilgrims, or starving people picked up on 
the road} and brought in by the Police. The state of affairs of the Jajpur 
Dispensary was very similar. 
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Stewart, the then Civil Surgeon 


ea fy d Briton, Dr. 
In 1875, alarge hearte? ©r hool utilising the 


of Cuttack, mooted the idea of starting a medical sc annie 
hospital at Cuttack as an infrastructural nucleus. In this ya ea fe 
he received the support and patronage of the then Lt. — : 
Sir Richard Temple and Divisional Commissioner, Mr. T.E. oa : 
and thus’ was born the Orissa Medical School. In oat Pa 
Orissa Medical School was affiliated te the Bihar and Orissa Medica 
Examination Board which granted the L.M.P. Diploma. 


During early thirties the district, apart from the Cuttack wae 
Hospital, had certain hospitals fer particular classes such as ey 
railway employces. It had 26 dispensaries: of which three, | namely 
the Cuttack branch dispensary and the dispensaries of Jajpur ene 
Kendraparha were municipal institutions and one was maintained DS Ae 
Government at Banki for the Banki Government | estate. Besides, 
the District Board maintained 19 dispensaries at various places in the 
interior,namely Dharmashala, Raisungura, Jagatsinghapur, Pattamundal, 
Raghunathpur, Sukinda, Manijanga, Tendakura, Haripur Hat, Patkura, 
Niali, Aul, Marshaghai, Balikuda, Asureswar, Kalapathar, Korel, 
Mangalpur and Binjharpur. There were also some private institutions At 
Barachana, Anantapur, Rajkanika and Rajnagar maintined by the 


zamindars of those places. 


Orissa became a separate province in the year 1936. Thereafter, 
many notable efforts were made bythe then lion-hearted politicians who 
subsequently tried their best to establish the first University in Orissa, 


the Utkal University in the year 1943. The Orissa Medical School 
was upgraded to a Medical College in 1944 and was affiliated to this 
University in 1948. This college was renamed as the Sriram 
Chandra Bhanja Medical College in 1951. 


Prior to the establishment of the allopathic hospitals and owingto 
educational backwardness and onreligious grounds people were reluctant 
to accept the modern medical system. People had some blind belief 
regarding the infectious diseases. People believed in witchcraft and 
sorcery. Before the introduction of the modern systems of healing, 
the ancient Ayurvedic system played a vital role. The Kavirajas and 
Vaidyas were the chief exponents of this system. Owing to the 
lack of state patronage and development of allopathicsystem, the ipmor- 
tance of Kaviraji system gradually declined but still survives. 
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By and large, the modern allopathic system is widely accepted by the 
people irrespective of their financial status. Even though Ayurvedic 
and homoeopathic systems of treatment are now being encouraged by the 
Government, more stress 1s given for extension of allopathic medical 
facilities with theestablishment of a number of hospitals and dispensaries 
within the easy reach of the people. 


Vital Statistics 


Cuttack being one ofthe oldest districts of the state, major part of 
it enjoyed the benefits of registration system from an early British 
ariod. Ths ex-state areas which merged with the district in 1948 
cams under registration system with effect from the Ist January, 1952. 
Prior to 1965, vital statistics were collected through the Chowkidars in 
rural areas. Inurban areas, the District Health Officers were responsible 
for their collection. The Chowkidar reported the birth and death events 
to the Thana Officers psriodically for registration. On receipt of monthly 
fizures from th? Taina Oicers and from the Health Officers, the 
District' Health Officers sent the consolidated return to the State 
Director of Health Services. 


The statistics obtained through this system were © sufficiently 
accurate forthe purpose of calculating the approximate growth of 
population as weli asthe relative healthiness and unhealthiness of different 
areas and years, although little reliance could be placed on the classifica- 
tion of diseases to which deaths were attributed. The collection of 
vital statistics considerably suffered owing to the transfer of the 
Chowkidass to the pay roll of the Grama Panchyats as they avoided to 
attend the parade at the Ppolice-stations. After the abolition of 
the Chowkidari syatem in 1965, various attempts were made for 
effective collection ofthe information through Grama Panchayats under 
th> Orissa Grama Panchayats Act, 1964 andthe Grama Rakhi Ordinance, 
1967 which proved futile. 


The Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969 (Act No. 18 of 
1959) and. the O-issa Registration of Births and Deaths Rules, 1970, 
which were extended to the whole of the state of Orissa, came into 
force with effect from the Ist July, 1970. The Health Officer or in his 
absence the Exscutiv2 Ofizers in the urban local bodies or the Thana 
Officers in the rural areas .are appointed asthe Registrars under these 
Tulzs. The Chief District Medical Offizer acts as the District Registrar 
waile the Director of Health Services, Orissa acts as the Chief 
Registrar. The rasponsibility to make reports about the births and 
deaths within a stipulated time devolves on the head of the house 
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or household. Besides, officers/persons in charge of various institu- 
tions like hospitals, nursing homes, hotels, running trains and buses, 
etc. are also responsible to notify about the births and deaths. 
Specified time limit has been prescribed for submission by the Registrars 
of monthly returns of births and deaths of their respective jurisdic- 
tions except urban areas with a population of more than thirty 
thousand both to the District Registrar and the Chief Registrar. 
In the case. of urban areas containing a population over thirty 
thousand, weekly and monthly returns are to be submitted directly 
to the Chief Registrar only. Properly. worked out, the system is 
expected to yield relatively better results. 


The statement in Appendix I contains vital statistics of the district 
for. ten yearsfrom 1980 to 1990 whereas the figures relating to number 
of deaths due to different causes have been included in Appendix II. 
It clearly indicates that a large number of deaths occurred in rural 
areas each year, particularly of diseases like dysentery, T. B., whoo- 
ping cough and tetanus, etc. 


Diseases common to the district 

The district was not considered healthy till Independence. Malaria, 
cholera, smallpox, dysentery, diarrhoea and other diseases like hook 
worm were described among the principal diseases of the district in 
the Bihar and Orissa District Gazetteer, Cuttack (1933). These diseases 
were commonly found in almost all parts of the district. 


Malaria and cholera were both endemic in the district, and it 
was only needed the appropriate combination of climatic conditions 
to cause the epidemic. Inadequate and badly distributed rains in 
1924 favoured the outbreak of both diseases, and excessive rain in 
1925, followed by serious floods in 1926, adversely affected the health 
of the people, and retarded the adjustment of the natural balance. 


But the impact of science on the society in general, and the 
medical science in particular in recent years, has revolutionised the 
situation. Incidences of malaria, cholera and smallpox, which 
once took a heavy toll of lives every year, have been put under control. 
Among the diseases common at present are fever, dysentery and 
diarrhoea, respiratory and heart diseases, etc. 


Fever 


Rise in the normal body temperature due to various causes is 
commonly termed as fever. Different kinds of fever such as 
malaria fever, fllaria fever, enteric fever and fever due to influenza 
and bronchitis, etc., are not rare inthe district. 
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Cholera 


L. S. S. O’ Malley wrote in the Bihar and Orissa District 
Gazetteer, Cuttack (1933), “Cholera accounts for deaths in large 


number and transformed into an epidemic by the Snan Jatra 
and Ratha Jatra festivals at Puri which occur at the time of 
June and July, the most favourable moment for the spread 
of the disease. The journey of the pilgrims, the Over-crowding, lack 
of adequate sanitation, tainted food and water-supplies, all combine 
to produce an epidsmic, which the returning pilgrims spread in all 
districts through which they pass. Special and elaborate arrangements 
for sanitation, segregation and inoculation have done much in the 
thirty years to lessen the severity of the outbreak, and its effects in the 
district of Cuttack has also been less marked since the advent of 
railway, which now transports rapidly thousands who would other- 
wise, have passed slowly through the district on foot spreading 
contagion as they went”. 


The system of inoculation to check the spread of the disease 
among the pilgrims was introduced in 1927. In the next year another 
campaign on similar lines was organized which yielded good results. 
This preventive measure undoubtedly became popular in subsequent 
years. Experiments were also made with the invisible non-filterable 
micro-organism known as bacteriophage. Occurrence of cholera seems 
to have been high in 1955 to 1959 in which 1956 was the most 
sporadic year of deaths. Dac to improvement of drainage, conservancy 
arrangements and other public health measures and with the advance- 
ment of medical science and other public health measures, the incidence 
of this disease has been checked and it is no longer considered 
formidable or fatal. In fact, not a single death due to cholera has 


been reported during last three years ending 1989. 


Smallpox 


Till late fifties of this century smallpox was almost an annual 
visitor, It is mentioned in the Bihar and Orissa District Gazetteer, 
Cuttack (1933) that Cuttack had a bad record of the disease when 
compared with the rest of the Bihar and Orissa Province. In 1926, 
there was a serious epidemic. The average death rate of Cuttack 
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was more than the double of the provincial average during 1918 
to 1927. It was very much worse even before that when the average 


death rate from the disease was high. 


This disease last visited the district in an epidemic form in 1958 
when it claimed the lives of quite a number of people. However, 
after introduction of vaccination On a mass scale through the inter- 
vention of World Health Organization, smallpox as a disease has 
practically vanished not only from this country but also throughout 


the world. 


Dysentery and Diarrhoea 


Dysentery and diarrhoea belong to the same group of intenstinal 
disease as cholera, the transmission of which is associated with the 
infection of the individual by contact or by the contamination of the 
water-supply by excreta, or of food by flies. They tend to 
assume epidemic form under the same conditions as cholera and 
it is not, therefore, surprising that they are unusually prevalent in 
Cuttack. During early thirties the average mortality due to these 
diseases was more than five times of the provincial average and 
outbreaks mostly occurred either in the hot weather when water- 
supplies were shrinking, particularly ifthe monsoon was late in arri- 
ving, or in the late autumn, if monsoon ceased early, when all 
available water is utilised for irrigation. At present the incidence 
of dysentery and number of lives it claimed are comparatively less. 
During the five years ending 1989, on an average 1,204 people died 
due to this disease in the district. 


Tuberculosis 


Tuberculosis, though not common, still claimed 314 lives on an 
average during last five year ending 1989. Air being the chief medium 
of infection, its large-scale diffusion may be attributed to the present 
unrestricted movement of public. 


Other diseases 


Among other principal diseases, which claimed more lives during 
the last five years ending 1989, mention may be made of tetanus, 
malaria, cancer, anaemia, heart attack, Pneumonia, bronchitis and 
asthma, influenza, jaundice, liver diseases, paralysis and diseases arising 
out of senility. The most prevalent diseases which are not fatal 
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are elephantasis and diabetes mellitus. All these diseases can be 
easily eradicated provided more improvement is mude in education, 
hygiene and the economic condition of the people. 


The statement in Appendix II deals with the number of deaths 
caused by different diseases in the district fromthe year 1985 to 1989. 


Public Hospitals and Dispensaries 


After Independence, a spectacular increase is marked in the 
field of establishment of hospitals, primary health centres, dispensaries 
and maternity and child welfare centres in the district. 


The Chief District Medical Officer, previously known as the 
Civil Surgeon, is in overall charge of the medical administration of 
the district. He works under the Director of Health Services, Orissa, 
Bhubaneshwar. The Chief District Medical Officer supervises, and 
gives necessary instructions for smooth functioning of the health 
institutions in the district, previously controlled by the District Health 
Officer. 


In the present set-up, subordinate to the Chief District Medical 
Officer, there area number of officers like Additional Chief District 
Medical Officer, Assistant District Medical Officers (Medical and 
Public Health), Medical Officer (P.H.), District Leprosy Olficer, 
District Malaria Officer, Project Officer, U.K. Aid School Medical 
Officer, all the Subdivisional Medical Officers and other Medical 
Officers posted in different hospitals and dispensaries of the district. 


TheAdditional Chief Medical Officer (F. W.) is in charge of Family 
Welfare and Maternity Child Welfare Programme in the district and 
is assisted by a number of doctors and a host of technical and 
non-technical staff. The Assistant District Medical Officer (P. H.), 
assisted by a number of staff, is responsible for public health penIVIEICS 
of the district such as control of cholera, smallpox, chickenpox and 
any other epidemic. The Assistant District Medical Off icer Lier 
besides being in charge of the District Headquarters Hospital, ah : 
responsible for the administrative control of all the medical inshtM On 
of the district. He is also the Subdivisional Medical Officer of the 
Sadar subdivision for its smooth functioning. He is also the pias 
and Disbursing Officer for the office of the Chief District pai 
Officer, all dispensaries, medical aid centres and subsidiary health cen res 
of the Sadar subdivision. There is a District Malaria Officer to 
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implement the Malaria Control and Eradication Progrmme in the 
district. Inthe remaining subdivisions of Kendraparha, Jagatsinghapur, 
Banki, Jajpur and Athagarh, the Chief District Medical Officer is 
assisted by five Subdivisional Medical Officers for both administrative 
and technical supervisions. The Chief District Medical Officer, in 
addition to his supervisory responsibility, also acts as the District 
Registrar under the Registration of Births and Deaths Act, 1969. 


At present (1990-91) there are 31 public hospitals (allopathy) 
in the district. The other hospitals include police hospitals and jail 
hospital managed by the Home Department, one Red Cross hospital, 
municipal hospitals, etc. To provide medical relief to the rural people 
of the district, so far one hundred twenty primary health centres, 
nineteen additional primary health centres, thirty-seven dispensaries, 
seven inedical health centres and twenty-four subsidiary health centres, 
apart from medical institutions managed by different voluntary 
organizations, and local bodies have also been established. There are 
also a number of child welfare centres and leprosy eradication units, 
etc. For all practical purposes, the primary health centres are 
regarded as miniature hospitals in which provisions for accommodating 
a few indoor patients are also available. They serve as a nucleus both 
for curative and preventive measures and make health services available 
within the easy reach ofthe rural people. Rural family welfare centres 
are also attached to the primary health centres. 


A. list of medicai institutions with their location, year of establish- 
ment, etc. are given in Appendix III. Detailed information relating to 
some of the principal hospitals of the district is furnished below. 


Sriram Chandra Bhanja Medica] College Hospital, Cuttack 


The Orissa Medical College, Cuttack, which was renamed as 
Sriram Chandra Bhanja Medical College inthe year 1951 in recognition 
of the efforts and donation made by the late Maharaja Sriram Chandra 
Bhanja of Mayurbhanj is the premier hospital of the State of Orissa. 


Presently, the S. C. B. Medical College with its attached hospital 
is a huge institution, comparable to the best of its kind in the 
country. The wide range of speciality and super speciality training and 
treatment facilities which are available here make it onc of the outst 


anding 
medical centres in the eastern region. 
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The following table indicates the total nusiber on d 
theic bed strength (Male, Female, Child) sancthoned thoratirse 1 


along with cabins and mixed cabins. 
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Besides the above facilities, there are six general nursing homes, 
one staff nursing home, four Kanika Cottages, five Jeypur cabins and 
three staff cabins provided to the needy patients for treatment. 


There is a Blood Bank unit functioning in this hospital. This 
unit is managed by 3 Assistant Surgeons assisted by other technical 
staff. For birth control and family welfare, there is also a ‘post- 
partum’ unit under the administrative control of the Principal of this 
college. Besides, another Blood Bank is also functioning separately 
round the clock close tothe hospital named asthe Orissa Red Cross 
Blood Bank headed by a Director with other technical staff for 


immediate availability of blood. 


This is a teaching hospital and its components, namely teaching 
units and the treating units are interlinked. The teaching programme 
is co-ordinated and controlled by the Principal who is usually a senior 
Head of the Department with administrative ability. The different 
disciplines have one or more units or teams under a Head of the 
Department who Co-ordinates teaching programmes in post-graduate and 
undergraduate levels in non-clinical, paraclinical and clinica] disciplines. 
He is also the administrative head of his department and in charge of 
the patient management of his unit. The Superintendent of the 
Hospital (a senior Professor) is the co-ordinator, and is responsible 
for the quality of hospital care. The unit of the team comprises 
Professors / Associate Professors, one or more Assistant Professor and 
Junior Teachers (previously named as Registrars) falong with Residents 
and post-graduate students. The Superintendent co-ordiantes the medical 
services and looks after staff, medical records, pharmacy, medicolegal 
investments and the technicians through the Head of Department, nursing 
staff through the Chief Matron and Assistant Matron, Class IV staff 
through the Steward / Assistant Steward. 


Besides, to assist the Principal and Superintendent and 
to relieve them of non-medical administrative duties like general 
maintenance of buildings, kitchen, stores and lundry, etc., an 
Administrative Officer (Senior Class I Officer of 0.A.S. cadre) has 
been appointed for the college and hospital. In addition, an Accounts 
Officer who functions asthe Drawing and Disbursing Officer for the 
college and hospital staff is also posted. He is responsible to the 
Administrative Officer. This college hospital is under overall control of 
the Director of Health Education. 
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Besides the above officers, there are also one prinicipal Tutor, one 


Chief Matron, one Store Medical Officer, 32 Assistant Surgeons including 
9 Lady Assistant Surgeons, 20 Leave-cum-Training Medical Officers, 
32 Junior Teachers, 46 Pharmacists and Operation Theatre Assistants, 
53 Laboratory Technicians, 2 V. D. Investigators, 23 Radiograrhers, 
4 X-Ray Attendants and other ministerial staff, etc. 


There are also a number of other teaching staff working in this 


Medical College. The following statement contains information about 
the strength of posts of teachers sanctioned for this college upto the 


end 
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Sl. Name of the Professor Associate Assistant Lecturer 
No. Department Professor Professor 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
a 
20 Radio Diagnosis 1 ] 2 a 
21 O. &G. 3 Z 10 8 
22 Cardiology 1 2 2 
23  Gardio Thoracic Surgery 1 ee 1 2 
24 Plastic Surgery 1 ; ] 1 
25 Endocrinology ] ] l 
26 Nephrology ‘a bua ae is ies 
27 Haematology “4 1 1 ] 





The units such as clinical laboratory, casualty, radiology are kept 
open round the clock. The casualty unit has been provided with 12 
observation beds. 


Operation theatres are available for departments like general 
surgery, orthopaedic surgery, cardio thoracic surgery, opthalmic, E. N. T., 
etc. There is also an emergency operation theatre which functions in 
odd hours for emergency cases,in additionto normal deserving operation 
cases. 


There is a schoolinthe hospital for imparting training in Nursing 
and Midwifery. Paramedical training facilities are also available in 
this medical college hospital. Thereis also a lady health visitors’ training 
centre under the control of the Superintendent of the said training 
centre. To accommodate the trainees, there are two hostels. 


At pres2nt, this medical college exteads facility for post-graduate 
training in all the 21 broad specialities like general medicine, surgery, 
obstetric and gynaecology, paediatrics, psychiatry, opthalmology, 
otorhinolaryngology, etc. Excepting cardiology and neurosurgery which 
have post-doctoral training facilities, other super speciality disciplines 
have come up at the meantime. These are neurology, nephrology, 
clinical haematology, endocrinology, gastreoenterology, urology, cardio- 
thoracic surgery and plastic surgery. Though these -super-speciality 
disciplines do not have post doctoral training facilities as yet, they render 
yeoman service none the less by way of making available highly skilled 
and most modern forms of therapy to the needy patients of our State. 
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The following table indicates the number of patients treated in 
this college hospital from 1986-87 to 1990-91. 





No. of patients treated 
—_—_—_—A.. 














ae — er 
Indoor 
Cc — 

Year Male Female Children Total 

(i) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1986-87 20,059 17,136 10,296 47,491 
1987-88 21,521 22,634 11,107 55,262 
1988-89 19,561 22,637 11,075 53,273 
1989-90 14,942 28,297 12,207 55,446 
1990-91 26,008 23,157 6,083 55,248 

No. of Patients treated 
i eimai he aera, 
Daily average 
Outdoor of patients 
Year - ta eee A 
Male Female Children Total Indoor Outdoor 

(1) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10) (11) 
1986-87 2,70,355 1,49,108 76,252 4,95,715 130 1,358 
1987-88 2,09,735 1,61,093 63,574 4,34,402 151 1,190 
1988-89 3,09,570 ~-1,51,019 62,097 5 522,086 146 1,432 
1989-90 3,39,427 75,376 59,691 4,74,494 152 1,300 
1990-91 4,37,708 151 1,199 


248,432 1,31,296 57,980 
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Sardar Vallay Bhai Pate! Institute of Paediatrics, Sishubhawan, Cuttack 


This institution is situated near the river Kathjodi in Cuttack 
town. It was the Governor’s House of Orissa. After shifting of 


Governor’s House to Bhubaneshwar, it was handed over to the Indian 
Red Cross Society on the first day of January, 1961 and again it 
was handed over to the Health and Family Welfare Department on 
the first day of April, 1966. Now it is a 200-bedded hospital witb 
28 doctors (male~21 and female—7). It caters medical services not 
only to the people of Orissa but also to the People of other states. 


The institution has (1) Paediatric Medicine, (2) Paediatric Surgery, 
(3) E. N.T., (4) Orthopaedic Surgery, (5) Radiology, (6) Psychiatry, 
(7) Pathology, (8) Bio-chemistry, (9) Emergency O. T., (10) Emer- 
gency Service round the clock and (11) Urban Family Welfare 
Centre with immunisation facilities. 


Number of in-patients and out-patients during the last five years 
are given below*: 





Year Number of Total 
In-patients oo ” Out-patients 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
1990-91 6,010 52,611 58,621 
1991-92 6,570 52,927 59,497 
1992-93 6,241 50,217 56,458 
1993-94 6,484 47,678 54,162 
1994-95 7,302 56,963 64,265 





In this institution, Post Graduate and Under Graduate teachings 
are being conducted. There is a library for the medical students 
and teachers. Superintendent is the head of this institution. For 
P.G. and U.G. teaching, the Principal, S. C. B. Medical College, 
Cuttack has been declared as Ex-officio Director. 


= Superintendent, S. V. P., Sishubhawan, Cuttack 
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Acharya Harihar Regional Centre for Cancer Research and Treatment 
Society, Cuttack 


The erstwhile Cancer Wing of the S. C. B. Medical College 
Hospital, Cuttack was upgraded to the rank of a Regional Centre for 
Cancer Research and Treatment on 2nd February, 1981. It functioned 
under the administrative control of the State Government till 1984 
when it was converted into an autonomous bedy for better promotion 
of its aims and objectives such as comprehensive care of cancer 
patients, academic and research activities and initiation of Cancer Control 
Programme. The centre was then registered under the Societies Registra- 
tion Act in the name and style of Regional Centre for Cancer 
Research and Treatment Society with effect from 24th April, 1984. 
Subsequently, on the decision of the Governing Body, it has been 
renamed as the Acharya Harithar Regional Centre for Cancer 
Research and Treatment Society, Cuttack. 


This institute is headed by a Director who is in overall charge 
and assisted by 3 Professors, 5 Associate Professors, 5 Assistant Professors, 
14 Lecturers, 3 Assistant Surgeons, one Store Medical Officer, 3 Physicists, 
1 Assistant Matron, 17 Staff Nurses, 2 Nursing Sisters, 2 Pharmacists, 
2 Senior Radiographers, 7 Radiographers, 1 Darkroom Assistant, 4 Senior 
Technicians, 4 Junior Technicians along with other Class I, Class II, 
Class TIL and Class IV staff. 


The Centre provides out-patient department and in-patient department 
in favour of oncological discipline, namely radiation oncology, surgical 
oncology, pathological oncology and Medical oncology. The Centre 
is equipped with operation theatre and administrative block. Besides, 
the Centre extends facilities like X-Ray, pathological investigation, 
Co-60 and theratron-780 treatment, Iodine uptake facilities, whole body 
C. T. Scanner treatment planning system, RT-200 Deep X-Ray, 
Buchler —after-loading Brachy-therapy Unit. The specialists are 
Permanently absorbed in Radiotherapy Department, Obstetrics and 
Gynaecological section, surgical unit and medical oncology unit. 


Out ofa total number of 130 beds, 68 are meant for males and 
62 for females in different wings of the hospital including cabins and 
Dursing homes, 


This centre has taken up an extensive training programme for the 
doctors in practice to expose them in all aspects of oncology. A 
Similar project has also been prepared to train up the paramedical 
Personnel. The staff of this institute are selected by the science 
committee for undergoing training inside and outside the State. 
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The number of in and out-patients treated in the centre during the 
period 1988 to 1990 are furnished below : 





Year No. of Outdoor No. of Indoor 
patients patients 
(1) (2) (3) 
1988 a 13,665 2,060 
1989 - 14,172 1,980 
1990 Va 13,250 1,755 





City Hospital, Cuttack 

The City Hospital of Cuttack was started on 26th January, 1959, 
The Chief District Medical Officer, Cuttack is the Superintendent 
of the institution. Like other District Headquarters Hospitals of the 
State, the Assistant District Medical Officer (Medical) acts as the 
Deputy Superintendent. The Chief District Medical Officer is assisted 
by as many as 34 doctors who are attached to different wards. The 
present staff of the hospital, besides the number of doctors mentioned 
above, constitute 1 Assistant Matron, 6 Pharmacists, 17 Nurses, 
4 Nursing Sisters, 7 Laboratory Technicians, 2 Radiographers, 1 Lady 
Health Visitor, 2 Clerks and 76 Class ITV employees. The hospital is 
mainly divided into (1) Operation theatre, (2) X-Ray Unit, (3) Male 
Medical and Surgical Ward, (4) Female Medical and Surgical Ward, 
(5) Labour Ward, (6) Pathology, (7) Paediatrics (male & female), 
(8) O. P. D. (male & female) with Dispensing, (9) Malaria Unit ete, 
Besides this, some more clinics such as antenatal and post-natal clinic, 
anaesthesia, opthalmology; ear, nose and throat (E. N. T.) ete. 
are attached to it. 

Specialist services inthe field of medicine, surgery, obst. & 
gynaecology, anaesthesia, opthalmology, E.N.T., pathology, 
paediatrics and radiology, etc. are available in the hospital, 
Ambulance service is provided tothe serious patients in case of 
emergency on payment. Besides, facilities like immunisation, laboratory 
service, Maternity and Child Health Care, the casualty service round the 
clock etc. are worth mentioning. At present provisions of 110 beds 
are available inthe hospital, out of which 60 are for males, 40 for 
females and 10 for casual patients. 

The following table indicates the number and daily average of in 
and out-patients treated in the hospital during the year 1988-89 to 


1990-91. 
a ee a 
Year Indoor Daily Outdoor Daily 
average | average 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1988-89 — 3,691 a 87,553 240 
1989-90 ie 20,096 55 86,684 237 
1990-91 és N. A. N. A. N. A. N.A. 
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Subdivisional Hospital, Jajpur 


The Subdivisional Hospital, Jajour was established inthe year 
1947. The Subdivisional Medical Officer is in charge ofthe hospital and 
is assisted by four Assistant Surgeons, one Assistant Health Officer, 
three Laboratory Technicians, one Radiographer, two Pharmacists, 
twelve Nurses and other Class III and Class IV staff who are all 
permanent. 


There are also three specialists on surgery, medicine, gynaecology 
and paediatrics. 


Besides the administrative block, the hospital consists of an 
operation theatre, an out-patient block, post-mortem room, a surgical 
ward, a labour ward, a medical ward, a paediatric ward and an 
infection ward. The bed strength of the hospital is 65, out of which 
49 are for male and 16 for female patients. 


The hospital is provided with an X-Ray Plant, Blood Bank, 
Leprosy Clinic, T. B. Clinic, Family Welfare Clinic, Pathological 
Laboratory, antirabies and cancer treatment facilities. 

The statement given below indicates the number ofin and out- 
patients (both new and old cases) treated in the hospital during 1988-89 
to 1990-91. 








Year No. of Outdoor No. of Indoor 
patients patients 
(1) Q) Qo 
1988-89 a 1,59,013 37,867 
1989-90 oe 1,75,423 38,672 
1990-91 a 1,78,992 40,332 





The number of daily average of indoor and outdoor patients 
treated as based on 1990-91 figures are 110 and 490 respectively. 
Subdivisional Hospital, Banki | 

Initially, inthe pre-Independence period, this subdivisional hospital 
functioned as a dispensary. Its ofiginal out-patient block is more 


than a century old. This became the subdivisional hospital in the year 
1978. 


The Subdivisional Medical Officer is in charge of the hospital and 
is assisted by three Assistant Surgeons, two Pharmacists, eight Nurses, 
four Laboratory Technicians and other technical and non-technical 
employees. In addition to the above staff, there are five specialists, 
two in obstetric and gynaecology and one eachin medicine, surgery 
and paediatrics. 

The hospital provides accommodation for 36 patients and mainly 
divided into out-patient block, male medical ward, male surgical 
ward, operation theatre, specialist out-patient block, infection ward, 
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obstetric and gynaecology ward, labour room and paediatric and 
maternity child ward. The hospital is well equiped with an X-Ray 
plant and a pathological laboratory. Besides this, a tuberculosis 
clinic and a family welfare clinic are attached to this hospital. 
Facility for antirabies treatment is also made available here. 


The number of in and out-patients treated inthe hospital during 
the period 1988-89 to 1990-91 are furnished below : 





Year No. of Outdoor No. of Indoor 
patients patients 
(1) (2) (3) 
1988-89 as 1,59,127 14,838 
1989-90 ace 1,52,008 18,493 
1990-91 i 1,25,308 14,856 


el 





The number of daily average of outdoor and indoor patients 
treated as per 1990-91 figures are 348 and 41 respectively. 


Subdivisional Hospital, Kendraparha 


Primarily this hospital was managed by the Kendraparha Munici- 
pality till 1947 and was taken over by the Government in the same 
year. It became a subdivisional hospital inthe year 1960 and was 
declared as a referral hospital. In the year 1983, this hospital became 
a full-fledged hospital and was running with 60 beds. By now it has 
raised its bed strength to 110 out of which 25 beds are yet to commence. 


The Subdivisional Medical Officer, Kendraparha is the Adminis- 
trative head of the hospital and is assisted by 7 Assistant 
Surgeons, 3 Pharmacists, 18 Staff Nurses and 3 Nursing Sisters, 
5 Laboratory Technicians, 1 Radiographer and other Class III and 
Class IV staff. There are also 7 Specialists in different wings such as 
medicine, surgery, paediatric, O. & G. and orthopaedics. 


The hospital consists of an out-patient block, an operation theatre, 
an administrative block, post-mortem room, surgical ward, latovr 
ward, medical ward, paediatric ward and infection ward. The 
hospital is also provided with facilities like K-Ray plant, blood bank, 


T. B. Clinic, Family Welfare Clinic, antirabies treatment, pathological 
laboratory, etc. 


The Subdivisional Medical Officer is in charge of Epidemic 
Control Unit, Health Worker (F) Training Centre and othr peripherial 
medical institutions inside the subdivision, besides his office. 


Apart from the above facilities, an A.N. M. Training Centre is 
functioning here since 1967. The Strength of the trainees are 40 
(annually). The staff ofthe centre include one Principal Tutor, 
2 Sister Tutors and 6 other Class III and Class IV employees. 
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The statement given below indicates the number of in and out- 
patients treated inthe hospital during 1988-89 to 1990-91. 


—_—_—_——— 








Year No. of Outdoor No. of Indoor 
patients patients 
(1) (2) (3) 
ene rer 
1988-89 - 1,14,323 28,227 
1989-90 ee 1,15,703 32,020 
1990-91 oe 1,15,656 29,036 





The number of daily average of outdoor and indoor patients 
treated as based in 1990-91 figure are 3168 and 7/9°5 respectively. 
Subdivisional Hospital, Jagatsinghapur 

The Subdivisional Hospital at Jagatsinghapur was established in the 
year 1974. Presently, the hospital is having 36 beds of which 18 are 
for male and 18 for female patients. 


The Subdivisional Medical Officer, Jagatsinghapur is assisted by 14 
Assistant Surgeons, one Pharmacist, 8 Staff Nurses, 5 Laboratory 
Technicians, 2 Midwives and other Class IV employees. Temporary 
arrangements of specialist service is also provided to the patients at the 
time of exigencies. 

The hospital consists of an out-patient block, operation theatre, 
surgical ward, labour ward, medical ward, paediatric ward and infection 
wards, etc. The hospital is also provided with facilities like an X-Ray 
Plant, a T. B. Clinic, a Family Welfare Clinic, anti-rabies treatment and 
a pathological laboratory. 


The statement given below indicates the number of in and out- 
patients treated in this hospital during 1988-89 to 1990-91. 











Year No. of Outdoor No. of Indoor 
patients patients 
(i) (2) (3) 
1988-89 1,94,217 20,173 
1989-90 1,96,943 20,805 
1990-91 2,07,883 22,714 


ds ee es ene 
The number of daily average figures of both out door and indoor 
patients during 1990-91 were 632. 
Subdivisional Hospital, Athagarh 
The Subdivisional Headquarters Hospital at Athagarh was established 
in 1926 by the then Ruler of Athagarh. Prior to Independence, it 
was a small hospital. Th: extension of building was made during 1976 
with the provision of a labour room, maternity ward and female ward. 
A ten-bedded indoor’ward was constructed under U. K. Aid project 
which is functioning since 1982. Another 30-bedded indoor ward is 
also under construction. 
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The Subdivisional Medical Cfficer, Athagerh isin overall charge 
ef the hospital and is assisted by 8 Doctors of whom five are Specialists 
in Surgery, Medicine, Paediatric, and Obstetric and Gynaecology. Besid?s 
them, the hospital has 3.Laboratory Technicians, 2 Pharmacists, 3 Junior 
Laboratory Technicians, one Redicgrapher, 8 Staff Nurses, 2 Mid- 
wives and other employees. The total bed strength of the hospital is 
24, comprising 16 for male, 14 for female and 4 for child patients, The 
hospital is mainly divided into an out-patient block, operation theatre, 
administrative block, post-mortem room, surgical room, labour ward, 
medical ward, paediatric and infection ward, etc. 


The hospital is provided with an X-Ray Plant, Blood Bank, Tuber- 
culosis Clinic, Family Welfare Clinic, Anti-rabies Treatment, Pathologi- 
cal Laboratory, etc. 


The statement given below indicates the number of inand out-patients 
treated inthis hospital] during 1988-89 to 1990-91. 





Year No. of Out-door. No. of Indoor 
patients patients 
dq) (2) (3) 
1988-89 1,11,312 12,708 
1989-90 1,28,066 13,523 
1990-91 1,16,031 13,619 





The number of daily average of out-door and indoor patients treated 
as based on 1990-91 figures are 350°86 and 42°5 respectively. 


Madhusudan Matrumangal and  Sisu-Kalyan Samiti, Cuttack 


The Madhusudan Matrumangal and Sisu Kalyan Samiti was established 
in 1927 at Tinikonia Bagicha, Cuttack as a voluntary organisation. 
Originally, it was registered under the Societies Registration Act and 
in course of time the Samiti has been reconstituted as a Trust Beard since 
February 1975. This board consists of its cf€ce bearers like chairman, 
organising secretary, honorary general secretary-ctm-treasurer ard other 
members. It is managed mainly by public donations. 


For the smooth running of the institution, the board appointed the staff 
like an Administrative Officer, a Lady Assistant Surgeon, 3 Nursing 
Staff, one part-time pathologist and other official staff Specialist doctors 
attended the institution as and when required, 
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There are altogether 15 beds which includes 8 for maternity and 
other 7 for all purpose, both male and female patients. 


The average of out-door and indoor patients treated daily during 
1990 were 18 and 8 respectively. 


Netaji Subhas Seva Sadan Trust Board, Oriya Bazar, Cuttack 


The Netaji Subhas Seva Sadan was established in the year 1952 and 
named after one of the main architects of India’s Independence, Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose. Netaji was borninthe building whichis housing 
the S2va Sadan at present. The State Government purchased this 
building soon after Independence. The Chief Minister is the Chairman 
of the Trust Board which manages the Seva Sadan. A Superintendent 
has been appointed on honorary basisto look after the daily administrative 
matters. 


The hospital has 21 beds, 19 forfemale and 2 for male patients. It 

mainly renders facilities for treating maternity cases (both indoor and 
out-door patients), common cases (medical and minor surgery) and 
cases of family welfare. 
There are one Spzcialist for Obst. and Gynaecology, one Lady Doctor, 
one doctor in charge of Family Welfare Programme, one Laboratory 
Technician, one Radiographer, one Lady Health Visitor, one Family 
Pianaing extension Educator, one Pharmacist, one Family Planning 
Field Worker and other technical staff and office bearers, It receives 
grant-in-aid from Government of Orissa, Central Social Welfare 
Board, Cuttack Municipality and contributions from the patients and 
members. 

The in and out-patients treated during 1988, 1989 and 1990 were 
38, 337, 42,976 and 47,089 respectively. 


Ayurvedic and Homoeopathic Institutions 

The Ayurvedic and Homoeopathic systems of treatment are now 
becoming popular under the patronage of the State Government. All 
these systems of treatment are less expensive in comparison to allopathic 
system. In order to develop these systems throughout the state, a 


Directorate has been created by the State Government since Ist 
September, 1972. 


Ayurvedic _Insttiutions 

There is no Ayurvedic Hospital but 43 Ayurvedic dispensaries are 
functioning in the district. Each dispensary consists of one Medical 
Officer, one Ayurvedic Distributor and one part-time Sweeper-cum-night 
Watcher. The Inspector of Ayurvedic is the supervisiong officer for the 
district. 
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A list of Ayurvedic dispensaries with their location and date of 
establishment is given in Appendix IV. 


Homoeopathic Institutions 


In the district there is no homoeopathic hospital but 53 homoeopathic 
dispensaries are functioning. One Medical Officer and one Homoéo- 
pathic Assistant chiefly constitute the staff of each dispensary. 


A list of homoeopathic dispensaries of the district with their location 
and date of establishment is given in Appendix V. 


Unani 

There is no Unani Hospital in the district, but there are 2 Unani 
dispensaries functioning at Fogol (Nischintkoili) and Kendraparha 
(Municipality), The dispensary at Fogol was established on 16th 
February, 1982 whereas the Kendraparha dispensary was opened on 31st 
August, 1988. Each of the dispensaries is in charge of a Medical Officer 
who is assisted by one Distributor and one part-time Sweeper-cum-Night 
Watcher. 


Maternity and Child Welfare 


There are as many as 14 maternity and child welfare centres in the 
district. Out of these centres, twelve located at Jajpur Road, Gopalpur, 
Kendraparha, Jajpur, Benipur, Galupada, Manijanga, Padmapur, 
Kalapathar, Kalyanpur, Tangi and Chaudwar are managed by 
the Health Department andthe other two located at Manitira and 
Gobardhanapur are managed bythe Harijan and Tribal Welfare Depart- 
ment. Besides the above centres, the rural areas are also covered by a 
number of sub-centres. 


The Assistant District Medical Officer (Family Welfare) is directly 
responsible for the proper management of these centres. For proper 
supervision he is assisted by the Medical Officer in charge of respective 
primary health centres, the Lady Health Visitor, the Auxiliary Nurse- 
mid-wives, Dhai and Female Attendant. Each of the sub-centres is 
managed by one full-time trained Dhai and one part-time Ayah. 


The centres open thrice a week in the afternoon. Services are offered 
by these centres both through clinical and domiciliary methods. The 
staff conduct door-to-door visits for attending anti-natal and the post- 
natal cases. However, complicated cases are usually referred to the 
specialists in the district/subdivisional headquarters hospitals. At these 
centres and also in the homes of the patients IUD insertions are cote 
ducted. Yetanus toxoid and prophylaxis against nutritional anaemia 
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(Folifer Tablet) are given to the expectant mothers. Advice is given to 
the ladies who have bad obstetric history for regular check up. The 
patients are also given instructions on health education and the utility 
of family planning. Children under 5 years are examined inthe centres 
and are given proper treatment and advice. Triple antigent and D. T. 
(Diptherta, Tetanus) are given to the children, besides oral polio vaccines 
and booster doses. Prophylaxis against nutritional anaemia and vitamin 
‘A’ solution to peaveat blindnzss are alsogiven. The utilityand necessity 
for adopting family planning methods and to contact the clinic regularly 
are highlighted. 


The performance of immunisation, maternity and child health in 
this district under the Family Welfare Programme is given under 
Appendix YI. 


Private Hospitals and Nursing Homes 


Besides the Government institutions, a number of private 
dispensaries, clinics and nursing homes under different systems of 
medicine function in the district. The number of these medical 
institutions is gradually increasing day by day. The allopathic practitioners 
are seen in large numbers in the urban areas but the homoeopathic 
and Ayurvedic practitioners are more or less evenly distributed both in 
urban and rural areas. 


Medical and Public Health Research Ceatres and Institutions disseminating 
knowledge on Public Health 


There is no medical and public health research centre under the 
Health Department in the district except the Shri Ram Chandra 
Bhanja Medical College, Cuttack and the Acharya Harihar Das Regional 
Centre for Cancer Research and Treatment, Cuttack about which mention 
has already been made in earlier paragraphs. 


Family Welfare 


The Family Welfare Programme was officially introduced in the 
State in the year 1956. In the beginning, the programme was confined to 
provide services at the clinics situated in urban areas only. Gradually 
it was extended and after 1963-64 it was taken up all over the State. 


This programme is implemented in the district under the adminis- 
strative control of the Director of the Family Welfare, Orissa and 
follows the organisational pattern recommended by the Central 
Government. 
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In the district, there is a District Family Welfare Bureau consisting 
of officers and staff (as per Government of India pattern) who look 
after the planning and implementation of the Family Welfare Progra me 
in the district. The Assistant District Medical Officer (Family Welfare), 
who is in charge of the District Family Welfare Bureau, works under the 
overall supervision and control of the Chief District Medical Officer. 


One rural family welfare centre is attached to each of the Primary 
Health Centres/Additional Primary Health Centres in the district. 
In urban areas, post-partum centres (in Medical College and District 
Headquarters Hospital) along with urban family welfare centres at 
different places provide necessary services to. the urban population. 
Funds for sterilization advance are provided to all hospitals, dispensaries 
and mobile units to conduct sterilization operations. The staff of the 
institutions are also given incentives in shape of money for such 
activities. 


Each Primary Health Gentre has a number of Sub-centres functioning 
under it, and each sub-centre which is managed by an Auxiliary Nurse, 
Midwife/Multipurpose Worker (Female) caters to the needs of 
5,000 to 8,000 population. Besides, Multipurpose Workers (Male), 
each covering a population of 5,000, are posted in different parts of 
the state. 


At the village level, there is a Community Health Visitor (C. H. V.) 
for 1,000 population who is employed by the community and paid 
honorarium of Rs. 50 per month by the Medical Officer. Under 
the traditional Birth Attendant,Scheme, there is one traditional Birth 
Attendent (Dhai) for each village who is trained to conduct deliveries 
im scientific manner. She is supplied with a UNICEF kit. 


The I. U. C. D. insertion and sterilization are made available at 
the Block level. Clinical and other follow-up services are also 
rendered to the beneficiaries. Complicated cases are referred to the 
consultant Gynaecologists for advice. The sterilization operaticn 1s 
relatively more popular. The recanalization facility available in 
Medical College Hospital goes further in raising popular faith in 
this kind of operation. Financial benefits like compensation for loss 
of wages and transport charges are given to those who undergo 
vasectomy or sterilization operation. The male Government servants 
who accept vasectomy methods are provided with free medical 
services and leave from duty for six working days and female 


Government servants who take to family planning operation are allowed 
14 days special casual leave, In addition, recently Government have issued 
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Green Cards providing a number of benefits to the persons having 
not more than two children undergoing vasectomy or tubectomy 
operations below their reproductive age. The benefits given (in recent 
past) to the Green Card Holders by Government are given below : 


(a) 5 per cent reservation of all the houses both in rural and urban 
area ifrespective of whether they are built by Government 
or by the Housing Board. 


(b) 8 decimals of land are allotted to each of these couples 
free-of-salami. 


(c) 5% of lower-income group house and middle-inccme group 
house loans are granted to the Green Card Holders. 


(d) 5 per cent of seats are reserved for. the children of the Green 
Card Holders for taking admissionin Medical and Engineer- 
ing Colleges and. Polytechnics including I. T. I. 


(ec) Two advance increments (incentive allowance) are givcn to 
the Government employees. 


The following table indicates the progress of achievement meade 


inthe district under the Family Welfare Programme during the pericd 
1985-86 to 1989-90, 








Item 1985-86 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-9 © 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Rural Family Welfare 
Centres 42 41 41 4l 4] 
Urban Family Welfare 3 3 3 2 2 
Centres 
Voluntary Organisation 2 2 1 l | 
Local Bodies Organisation ie - oc 
Post Partum Centres 5 7 8 10 10 
Vasectomy 1,393 3,045 1,839 3,434 5,996 
Tubectomy 23,446 24,663 21,341 24,836 23,563 
Intra Uterine Device 14,970 18,080 21,687 26,692 27,322 
Insertion 


Foaventional Contraceptive 24,986 26,867 34,962 44,358 46,192 
Sers 


Oral Pills Users 3,674 6,080 7,909 9,274 — 9,999 
Oral Pills distributed 47,764 79,038 1,02,811 1,20,565 1,29,987 


nn ee ae ee eee ee eee 
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The family welfare message seemsto have reached remote corners 
of the district through mass media and extension approach. The 
agricaltural-off-szasons are selected for intensive service activities as 
the majority of the people live in the village, who, owing to their 
educational and cultural backwardness seldom approach the family 
planning centres for advice. The services of the audio-visual team 
attached to the District Family Planning Bureau are utilised in educating 
the rural folk for the acceptance of small family norm. Besides, various 
other steps like cinema show, mass meeting, exhibition, etc. are being 
undertaken to popularise the programme of family welfare among the 


rural and urban people. 


A Family Welfare Training Gentre is functioning in the district 
which catersto the training needs of various categories of staff working 
under the Family Welfare Programme. 


Natrition Programme 


For implementation of the Nutrition Programme, a State Nutrition 
Division was established at Bhubaneshwar under the direct control of 
the Director of Health Services and Family Welfare, Orissa. 


The main object of the programme is to improve the nutritional 
status of the vulnerable population by supplying food, nutrients in the 
form of medicines and by preventing infection through immunisation 
programme. The State Government are implementing Supplementary 
Feeding Programme for pre-school and school (orimary) children, 
pregnant and lactating mothers through the Panchayat Raj Department. 
The Supplementary Feeding Programme was launched throughout the 
State to supplement the calories and protein intake of the vulnerable 
sector of the population. It is implemented through the Special 
Nutrition Programme, Integrated Child Development Services (i.C.D. S.), 
Maternity and Child Health Feeding Programme and up-graded 
Special Nutrition Programme. The supply of nutrients is being done 
through the Maternity and Child Health Programme, in form of Vit. ‘A’ 
and folifer tablets. Thtough Immunization programme efforts are also 
being madeto protect the children from infection. By and large it 
promotes a better understanding of simple principles of nutrition among 
the masses through nutrition education and practical demonstration 
in the field. 


The State Nutrition Division has not any peripherial staff in the 
district of Cuttack. But the staff placed at the headquarters under 
the administrative control of the Deputy Director of Health Services 
(Nutrition) functions for the whole of the State. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH SERVICES 891 


In the recent past, different nutritional assessment surveys and 
some special surveys have been organised at Athagarh, Paradeep Port 
and Cuttack city by the National Nutrition Monitoring Bureau 
attached to the State Nutrition Division, where some instructions 
were given to the mothers regarding the balanced diet for pregnant 
women and children. It also helps to educate the mothers regarding 


breast-feeding, weaning food during pregnancy and _ environmental 
sanitation, etc. 


Health Education 


As per the pattern prescribed by the Government of India, the 
Health Education Bureau which was started in the state in 1960 is 
attached tothe Director of Health Services and Family Welfare, 
Orissa. At the national level, the Central Health Education Bureau 
formulates plans for health education activities for the country. 
Similarly, the State Health Education Bureau prepares annual plan 
for health education activities in the state. The Government of 
Orissa, so far, have not sanctioned Health Education Bureau at the 
district level as has been established in other states on the recommen- 
dation of Central Health Education Bureau. Since July 1983, the 
State Health Education Bureau has been amalgamated with Mass 
Education and Media Wing of the State Family Welfare Bureau. 
The set-up of Family Welfare Wing at State, District, Community 
Development Block and village levels have taken up health education 
as part of their activities. The district family welfare audio-visual 
unit also undertakes health education through films and film strips. 
At the Community Development Block level the Block Extension 
Educator (F. W.) undertakes health education work. However, the 
health publicity unit goes round the state as and when necessary 
and through audio-visual media, mass and group programmes impart 
health education to public. Besides, health instruction at school ts 
imparted by trained Health Educators. In large fairs and festivals 
health education is provided to the public through audio-visual media, 
posters, leaflets, booklets of different diseases, designed and printed by the 
Health Education Bureau. The services of Health Publicity Assistant 


and Health Educators are also utilised during natural calamities and 
epidemics. 


SANITATION 


Adminstrative set-up 


Presently, subordinate to the Chief District Medical Officer, the 
Assistant District Medical Officer (Public Health) is directly in charge 
of the Sanitation and Public Health Organisation. The sanitation and 
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public health measures of the municipalities is managed by the Health 
Officers, sanitation including all public health activities of Notified 
Area Councils are maintained by the Sanitary Inspectors. These 
Officers are responsible to maintain the sanitation and public health 
measures in their respective areas and to work under the direct super- 
vision and control of the Assistant District Medical Officer, Public 
Health, Cuttack. Separate conservancy staff are maintained by the 
respective Municipalities and Notified Area Councils. 


In rural areas, the Medical Officers of the Primary Health Centres 
are in charge of public health affairs and sanitation, under the 
supervision of the Assistant District Medical Officer (P. H.). They 
are assisted by three Sanitary Inspectors each. The other workers 
subordinate to tham are Vaccinitors, Special Cholera Workers, Basic 
Health Workers, Health Workers (male)) and Disinfectors designated 
as senior helpers. With the help of other staff the Medical Officers 
look to the sanitary conditions in th. area under them. Meanwhile 
the FoodInspectors have been posted to the district and subdivisional 
headquarters who are looking after the sanitation work of the hotels 
and restaurants. 


Activities of Health and Sanitation Organisation 


Various organisations function in the district to improve and 
maintain the health and sanitary conditions. The activities may be 
broadly divided into three categories such as prevention and control 
of principal communicable diseases, providing protected water-supply 
and drainage system and other miscellaneous functions like slum 
clearance, etc. 


A brief account of different programmes forthe maintenance of 
health and sanitation inthe district is given below; 


Cholera Control Programme 


The Cholera Control Programme was introduced inthe district 
in 1970. Under this programme there are as many as 65 Sanitary 
Insp2ctors, 72 Disinfectors, 32 Cholera Supervisors and 80 Special 
Cholera Workers (Health Workers Male) working in the different 
Primary Health Centres of the district. They work directly under the 
supervision of the Medical Officers of the Primary Health Centres. 
Normally, they supervise regular chlorination of wells and other 
drinking and domestic water resources, ensure surveillance over out- 
break of cholera in the villages, inoculate the vulnerable groups of 
Population asa preventive measures against cholera and gastroenteritis. 
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They also collect stool samples where outbreak of cholera is 
suspected and take precautionary measures sufficiently ahead. A 
Medical Officer is posted in this District Headquarters as Medical 


Officer, Cholera Control Programme and he supervises the programme 
on behalf of the A.D. M. oO. (P. HL) 


From Ist September, 1979 a Cholera combat team in-charge of a 
Medical Officer is functioning in the District Headquarters under the 
control of the Assistant District Medical Officer (P. H.). To assist 
the Medical Officer in his work, one Sanitary Inspector, two special 
Cholera Workers, two Auxiliary Nurse, Midwives and one Laboratory 
Technician have been posted. The team attends tothe cases of out- 
break of cholera and other epidemics in the district. 


In addition tothe cholera combat team at the District Headquarters, 
one Assistant Health Officer and the Medical Officer in-charge of the 
Mobile Field Hygiene Unit are also looking after the Epidemic Control 
Programme. Advance control measures are also undertaken regularly 
with the help of existing Multipurpose Health Workers. 


The achievements (both advance measures and control measures) 


under the programme during the period from 1981 to 1990 are given 
in the following table : 








Disinfection 
Year Innoculation "Gan tease: 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5S) 

1981 se 5,30,870 1,98,705 28 1,220 
1982 ss 7,285,650 1,70,218 32 977 
1983 4,37,215 1,65,120 38 835 
1984 6,28,841 2,06,357 » 576 
1985 4,50,070 1,37,702 18 160 
1986 1,27,547 1,25,613 20 218 
1987 1,90,406 1,06,915 101 807 
1988 1,83,930 1,48,060 42 1,182 
1989 1,56,476 1,80,102 21 932 
1990 3,90,299 2,21,105 13 3,184 


me 
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National Smallpox Eradication Programme 


Smallpox was endemic during 1951 to 1969. Many people lost 
their lives owing to this disease. The largest mortality of the decade 
was inths year 1952 bz2ing 4,789. Worst affected inthe epidemic 
were the police-station areas of Banki, Kendraparha, Pattamundal, 
Aul, Rajnagar and Binjharpur. In 1958, smallpox appeared 
again in viral form and took a toll of 4,700 lives. Deaths during. 
1955 and 1969 were 58 and 98 respectively. After the introduction 
of th: Smallpox Eradication Programme inthe year 1970, the occur- 
death due to smallpox gradually came down and has 


rence or 
totally disappeared . The International Assessment Commission for 
Smallpox has certified India as a Smallpox free country since 
April 1977. 


Asthe Smallpox Eradication Programme has achieved its goal, 
the staff engaged inthis programme have taken up new activities of 
immunisation against childhood communicable diseases under the 
Expanded Programme on Immunisation from 1978. 


National Malaria Eradication Programme 

Previously Malaria Control Units were functioning inthe _ state 
and the malaria staff were confined to malaria work only. Subse- 
quently the plan of operation was changed and the units were merged 
with the Multipurpose Health Programme in 1977. Presently, the 
Multipurpose Health Workers are doing the malaria control work in 
addition to the other control programmes. 


683 Multipurpose Workers are working in 206 medical institutions 
of the district. The workers posted inthe Primary Health Centres make 
door-to-door visits in the villages and collect blood samples from 
the suspected patients. The blood slides are examined inthe Primary 
Health Centres and the laboratories after which radical treatments 
are given tothe malaria positive cases. 


The area under attack phase isserved annually with two rounds 
of D. D.T. spray and sometimes on _ special rounds. Besides, 
monthly and fortnightly surveillance is also conducted in these areas. 
In the area included under the consolidated phase, regular surveil- 
lance is also carried out and focal spray planned when malaria 
positive case is detected. | 


Blood slides are collected from fever cases and radical treatment 
given tothe malaria positive cases. To prevent death from malaria, 
many fever treatment depots and drug distribution centres are opened 
to provide anti-malaria drugs to the patients as and when needed. 
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The Chief District Medical Officer is in overall charge for imple- 
mentation of the National Malaria Eradication Programme in the 
district. Subordinate to him, the District Malaria Officer acts as the 
Programme Officer. A list of other staff except the ministerial and 


non-technical personnel engaged for the implementation of the pro- 
gramme is furnished below. 


a 





Particulars of staff Number 
qi) (2) 
Assistant District Malaria Officers ii y) 
Assistant Malaria Officer be 2 
Laboratory Technicians (Including N. M. E. P. & 43 
B. H. S.) 
Surveillance Inspector i 18 
Surveillance Workers 74 
_ Basic Health Inspector i 69 
Basic Health Worker oe 289 
S. F. W. _ 2 


The following table indicates the surveillance activities in the 
district during the period 1986-1990. 








Year Blood Blood Total Total 
slides Slides positive radical 
collected examined treatment 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 

1986 ie 2,69,314 2,69,314 3,591 3,349 
1987 we. 2,97,325 2,97,325 1,506 1,413 
1988 es 2,87,304 2,87,304 1,590 1,544 
1989 - 2,99,517 2,99,517 1,691 1,627 
1990 a 3,09,614 3,09,614 4,284 4,170 


ee ee ese 
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National Filaria Control Programme 


With the help of the Government of India, National Filaria Control 
Programme was started in the State in 1955-56. The National Filaria 
Control Programme, Cuttack Unit was established next year £ e441 
1956-57. This apart, four more Filaria Control Units locates at Kendra- 
parha, Jajpur, Chaucwar and Paradeer were also oyencd in subsequent 
yeais to implement the above programme. The above units are covering 
their respective Municipalities and Notified Area Councils. Besides. four 
filaria clinics are also functioning at Jajpur, Kendraparha, Banki and 
Jagatsingaapus. The clinics cover their respective towns with 8 kilometres 
peripheral belt. 


The Filaria Control Unit at Cuttack is controlled by the Medical 
Officer, Health, whereas the units at Kendraparha and Jajpur are kept 
in-charge of the Health Officers of the respective municipalities. The 
unit at Chaudwar has b2en placed under the Executive Officer of the 
Chaudwar Municipality whereas the Medical Officer of the Government 
Hospital, Paradeep looks after the Paradeep Unit. Out of the four 
filaria clinics, the two located at Jajpur and Kendraparha are controlled 
by the Health Officers of respective municipalities whereas the other 
{vo clinics located at Banki and Jagatsinghapur are placed under the 
respactive Subdivisional Medical Officers. 


National Filaria Control Programme is a centrally aided Programme. 
The operational guidelines are being issued by the Government of India 
which provide 50 per cent assistance. The programme is restricted to 
urban areas only, The activities undertaken by the units of the programme 


are as follows: 


(i) Aatilarval operation to check missing trend of mosquitoes, (i) 
detection of micro-filaria carriers and their treatment in order to reduce 
th: -nicro-filaria load from the community and (iii) assessment of the 
results of antilarval measures as well as chemotherapeutic measures by 


way of collection of ethomological data. 


Taz total strength of the principal staff engaged in the district for 
imoie mentation of this schem2 are 11 Filaria Inspectors, 15 Supericr Field 
Workers, 12 Insect Collectors, 5 Junior Laboratory Technicians/Labora- 
tory Assistants, 2 Malaria Insp2ctors and 13 Malaria Supervisors. 
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Once in a week, antilarval operation is being undertaken in each 
of the breeding places of the respective affected towns with the mosquito 
larvicidal oil or organ phosphorous compounds. Thus inevery month 
each breeding place is treated four times to prevent emergence of acult 
mosquitoes from the aquatic forms. Mosquitoes are collected and 
examined for determination of mosquito density- infectionand ineffective 
rate. Blood samples are collected during- 8 p. m. to 12 midnight for 
detection of the microfilaria load from the community. 


The following table indicates the achievements of the units made under 
this scheme during the years 1989 to 1991. 





Year No.of Mosquitoes No. of Blood Slides Larvicidal 
oh eee oe ON ee oil used 
Collected Examined Found Collected Examined Found in litre 
positive RV+ve 
for M. F. 

(ih) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
1989 33,117 23,998 © 341 476 476 20 1,09 ,125 
1990 27,718 20,535 299 A48i 481 il 88,749 
1991 28,215 ~=—-19,687 218 37 37 4 1,04,548 





Tuberculosis Control Programme 


The Anti-T. B. Demonstration and Training Centre, Cuttack started 
functioning since 1964. It demonstrates that it is possible to diagnose 
" and treat T. B. patients on ambulatory,basis. Besides, it provides training 
to the medical and paramedical personnel to offer Tuberculosis services 
in collabo1ation with the general health services in both urban and rural 
areas of the district. It assesses the achievements of the Nationa] T. B. 
Control Programme. The key programme personnel of this centre 
are trained at the National Tuberculosis Institute, Bangalore. 


The Superintendent is in overall charge of this centre so far the 
planning, training and administration is concerned. To assist the 
Superintendent in his work, there are an Additional Superintendent in 
charge of T. B. Sub-Centres,- T. B. isolation Centres, D.T.P. and O.P.D. 
etc., one Bactriologist, one Epidemiologist, two Assistant Surgeons, 
one Senior Treatment Organiser, one Treatment Organiser, one 
Statistical Assistant, one Public Health Nurse, one Senior Laboratory 
Technician, two Junior Laboratory Technicians, -five Health Visitors. 
one Senior Radiographer, one Radiographer, etc. The Superintendent 
of the centre helps the Chief District Medical Officer regardiog the T. B, 
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Control Programme. He gives reports and returns to the Chief Disitic: 
Medical Centre on this programme. The Superintendent also visits tte 
other medical institutions of the district and supervises the wark of 
T.B. Control Programme. 


thie 


As per the National Sample Survey, 2 per cent of the population 
are suffering from this disease. In the past, to control the disease B. C. G. 
vaccination was being given to the age group from 0—19 years, but ai 
present B.C. G. vaccination is only given to. children at 0-1 year OL 
age. Some health education camps are organised from time to time in 


rural areas of the district for T. B. and chest diseases and to treat T. B. 
patients. 


So far, 79 T. B. sub-centres in 79 peripheral institutions have been 
opened In the district. There are 30 tuberculosis isolation beds in tie 
District T. B. Centre, Cuttack for treatment of patients. In the year 
1991, 3,484 people were given B.C. G. vaccination in the Sisu Bhawan 
Demonstration Training Centre, Cuttack. 


The year-wise achievement of the programme from 1987 to 199| 
is given below : 








1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 
Total Sputum examination 1,21,124 13,368 17,847 19,054 1.763 
Total Sputum positive | 659 584 934 919 &&l 
Total No. of X-Ray done 8,074 9,863 9,969 12,258 7,567 


Total No. of X-Ray 2,230 2,152 2,383 2,009 2,077 
positive 


Total No. of T. B. patients 100 221 201 32] 247 
detected 


Total No. of T. B. patients 1,243 =1,203 1,160 1,136 1,157 
cured 


Anti-Leprosy Work 


The district is long known for its endemicity of leprosy for which 
the National Leprosy Control Programme was in operation since 1955. 
The anti-leprosy work is being carried out throughout the district by the 
State Government as well as different voluntary agencies. The main 
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object of this work is to give health education, conduct population survey, 
detect and offer treatment to the patients. The control programme is 
undertaken by District Leprosy Unit, Leprosy Eradication Units, Up- 
graded Urban Leprosy Centres, Temporary Hospitalization Wards and 
Leprosy Homes and Hospitals. 


The Chief District Medical Officer is in overall charge of the anti- 
leprosy activities in the district. The District Leprosy Officer supervises 
all the control units of the district. There are 6 leprosy colontes tn the 
district, two located in Cuttack and one each at Paradeep, Chaudwar, 
Jajpur Road and Kendraparha. 


There tsa Leprosy Home at Nayabazar in Cuttack established by the 
Mission organization in the year 1919 and is now managed by the Hind 
Kustha Nivaran Sangha (H. K. N.S.) having 430 beds. A Leprosy 
Hospital is also) functioning in this campus consisting of 120 beds. 
These institutions have beentaken over by the State Government with 
effect from the 4th March, 1985. 


The Hind Kustha Nivaran Sangha, being a voluntary organization, 
receives financial assistance mainly from two sources viz., State Health 
and Family Welfare Department, and the Community Development 
Department. These departments are entrusted firstly to ensure tdenti- 
fication and treatment of the patients and the responsibilities of 
rehabilitation of cured leprosy patients. 


The following table indicates the target and achievement of leprosy 
cases detected and treated during the period 1986-87 to 1990-91: 





Yeur Target Achievement 
(1) (2) (3) 
1986-87 6.390 6,183 
1987-88 4,500 9,082 
1988-89 4,500 4,998 
1989-90) 4.000 4,706 
1990-9] 4,500 6,093 


= =e _ 
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Prevention of Food Adulteration 


Under the provisions ofthe Ceftral Prevention of Food Adulter:- 
tion Act, 1954, which came into force inthe State of Orissa in 195y, 
the Director of Health and Family Welfare Services, Orissa. act~ 2s 
the food health authority for the State. The main object of prevention 
of Food Adulteration Act, 1954, is to prevent adulteration of food 
and toensure purity of food sold tothe general public. Under the 
Director of Health and Family Weltare Services, there are four fuil- 
time Food Inspectors for the district. For better implementation e 
the Act, the Assistant District Medical Officer (P. H.), Cuttack ard 
the Health Officer, Cuttack Municipality have been declared as part- 
time Food Inspectors. The Chief District Medical Officer, Cuttack 
is authorised bythe Government to accord written consent for the 
institution of prosecution for offences under the prevention of the 
Food Adulteration Act within his jurisdiction including Municipalitios 
and Notified Area Councils. 


The duties of a Food Inspector are to inspect as frequently as 
may be prescribed by the local health authority all establishments 
licensed for the manufacture, storage or sale of articles of food 
within the local area assigned tohim. He can lift the samples of any 
article of food which is suspected to be adulterated or misbranded., 
The food samples collected bythe Food Inspectors are examined in 
the State Public Health Laboratory, Bhubaneshwar for its genuinity. 


During the last 3 years (1989 to 1991), 628 food samples collected 
from the district were examined inthe laboratory under the preven- 
tion of Food Adulteration Act, of which 191 were found adulterated. 


The table below shows number of water samples collected from 
different parts of the district during the period 1989—J991 and the 
esult of their examination. 


ee —— rw 








Year Chemical Analysis Bacteriological Examination 
eee, a Ni i 
a ———— = 
Total cases No. found Total cases No. found 
examined unsatisfactory examined — unsatisfactory 


(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1989 194 152 191 6 
1990 106 86 163 35 
1991 182 142 187 36 


——— ————| a 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


902 CUTTACK 


School Health Services 


The School Health Services aims at early detection of diseases of 
the school-going boys and girls and their treatment and prevention. 
The other activities of the organisation include promotion of health of 
the school-going children and maintenance of adequate hygienic 
surroundings. Health cards are issued to the students who suffer 
from diseases and require investigation and special treatment. The 
disease whichis found common among the students ofthis district are 
vitamins A & B deficiency, skin disease, dental caries, tonsil, defective 


vision, worm infection, etc. 


The School Health Services started functioning in the district since . 
1936, after Orissa became a separate province. Till 1980 from its 
inception, it was located inthe building of the Inspector of Schools, 

Cuttack Circle I, Cuttack. Since then the office has shifted to 
Jhanjirimangala and functions there till now. 


The School Medical Officer assists the Chief District Medical Officer 
in the school health programme. He submits reports and returns 
to the Chief District Medical Officer from time to time. 


The statement given below indicates the total number of schools 
covered, number of students examined and number of students found 
suffering inthe district during the years 1987-88 to 1991-92. 





———— 


Year No. of No. of No. of 
schools students students 
covered examined found 

suffering 


(1) (2) (3) (4) 


———— ee, 
a ee 


1987-88 7 53 11,351 1,852 
1988-89 _ 39 10,547 2,042 
1989-90 - 77 13,949 2,434 
1990-91 33 10,168 1,886 


1991-92 - 37 7,279 1,566 
(Up to February, 1992) 


Se ee 
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Drug Control 


The Drug Control Administration chiefly aims at the eifective 
control over the quality, purity and potentiality of the drugs manu- 
factured, sold and distributed in the State. Earlier, the Director of 
Health and Family Welfare Services, Orissa functioned as the ev- 
officio Drugs Controller. But at present, the Drugs Control Admint- 
stration is vested in a separate functionary namely Drugs Controller, 
Orissa, Bhubaneshwar. The district is directly in charge of three 
Drugs Inspectors of the Cuttack Range I, Cuttack Range TI and 
Cuttack Range III with their headquarters at Cuttack. The Important 

- functions of the organisation are enforcement of the Drugs and 
Cosmatics Act, 1940 and the rules made thereunder which seek to 
exercise control over manufacture, sale and distribution of drugs, 
cosmetics and homoeopathic medicines. Besides, the organisation 

“ales scrutinises objectionable advertisements, enforces the Dangerous 
_Drugs Act in liaison with the Excise authorities, ensures drugs price 
display and price control, and issues essentiality certificate to the 


pharmaceutical industries. 


The year-wise activities of this organisation for the period 1986-87 
to 1990-91 are furnished below : 


Year No. of samples drawn Inspection of sales Prosecution launched 
premises and manufa- 
cturing units, etc. 





—_— 


(ne tty 





~ oe ee ae Ran- ae Rae Ran- Ran- Ran- 
ge-l ge-Sl ge-fll ge-I ge-Ik ge-Iil ge-l  ge-ll ge-lIT 

(1) 2) @) (4) 65) © (7) (83) = (9) (10) 

1986-87 84 40 67 3280s 471 163 j \ 1 

1987-88 80 39 38 324 =s-:238 158 “ 3 2 

1988-89 71 57 64 365 193 185 4 \ 3 

1989-90 106 62 103 306 242 220 - 3 Nil 
1990-91 133 103 119 502s 208 218 2 3 3 





_— 





ee 
The analysis of the drug samples is made inthe Central Drugs 


Laboratory, Bhubaneshwar. Action under the provisions of the 
relevant Acts are taken against the sale of misbranded and sub- 


standard drugs. 
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Underground Drainage and Protected Water-supply 


The inhabitants of the district were depending on rivers, wells, 
ponds, canals, etc. for their drinking water requirements prior to the 
setting up of the State Public Health Engineering Organisation. 
Surface water is not a dependable source due to geographical 
and agro-climatical conditions. In the saline inundated areas, due 
to saline intrusion, there is need for installation of deep tube-wells 
for provision of safe drinking water-supply. 


In all urban areas and most of the rural areas of the district, 
water-supply has been made by the Public Health Engineering 
Organisation through large dia tube-wells and river sources after proper 
treatment. But in the rural areas the drinking water supply is 
made through hand-pumps, tube-wells as it is economical, easier and less 
time-consuming. 


Water-supply to Towns 


Prior to 1949, there was no community water-supply in Cuttack 
city. In the year 1949, provision was made for water-supply of 48 
litres per capita per day. Ground water was taken as the source of 
that scheme. Public fountains were provided for the consumers. The 
scheme was gradually revised afterwards. Subsequently, a number of 
improvement/augmentation were implemented in order to cater to the 
growing demand of the fast growing population ofthe city. At present 
by execution of a scheme “improvement of water-supply to the Cuttack 
city’, sinking of tube-wells at different places is under progress. Water: 
supply is now being rrovided to a population of 4lakh of people through 
1,200 numbers of street stand posts and 17,200 numbers of house 
connections. The total water-supply per day is estimated to be 17 
Med. i. ¢., 77 Mid. The water-supply is effected from 55 numbers 
of deep tube-wells, located at different places inthe city with the help 
of submersible, electric driven pumping sets. The distribution 
network which measures 260 km. (approx.), consists of C. I. and P.V.C. 
pipes of varying sizes. Major length of C.I. pipes for about 100 
km. were laid initially inthe early 1949 and now need replacement. 


The water-supply to the city is effected in 4 (four) shifts for 10 hours 
a day. The standard of water is quite good except the presence cf ironin 
a few tube-wells which contributed a little to the quality of water. The 
water since supplied from deep tube-wells needs no treatment except 
chlorination. 
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The piped water-supply is being made through large dia tube-wells 
in other urban areas like Kendraparha, Jagatsinghapur, Jajpur town, Jajpur 
Road, Athagarh , Chaudwar, Banki, Paradeep, etc. All the munici- 
palities and N. A.C.s come under the purview of the Chief Engineer, Public 


Health (Urban) so far as the water-supply and sewrage schemes are 
concerned. 


From among the different urban water-supply schemes of the district, 
the comprehensive water-supply scheme? to Cuttack town, phase I has 
been completed in which out of 20 numbers of 14” 8” dia tube-wells, 
13 numbers have been commissioned. The next phase of the scheme for 
improvement of water-supply to Cuttack town is now under implementa- 
tion. Besides the above schemes, the piped water-supply to Chaudwar 
Municipality, which is now under implementation, is scheduled to be 
completed by the end of 1992. 


Separate water-supply projects have also been made under Public 
Health Engineering Organisation for the towns of Kendraparha, Jajpur, 
Jaipur Road and Pattamundai, details of Which are furnished in the table 
given below: 


Names of the Water-Supply Scheme 








——_— ee 





SI. Items Kendraparha Jajpur Jajpur Road Pattamundai 

No. 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 

1. Population (1991) 35,009 27,310 25,504 28,908 
(Provisional) 

2. Projected population 24,000 20,000 13, 200 24,600 

3. Date of commence- 13-01° {967 2.10.1969 16.1969 Under 
ment construction 


as the admini- 
strative approval 
is awaited. 


4. Requirement of 0.70 Med. 0.40. Med. 0-29 Mad. 1.722 Mid. 
water (Design 
Demand) 
>. Capacity of reservoir a 100 lakh 50,000 gailons 
gallons 
6. Sourceof supply .. Surface water Surface water Surface watcr 
7. Modeofsupply =... Standpost Standpost and Standpost and 
and house house connec- house connec- 
connections tions tions 


a 





a 


Besides the above, some other towns and Notified Area Councils like 
Jagatsinghapur, Banki and Athagarh have also adopted water-supplv 
schemes. The Jagatsinghapur town water-supply scheme has 
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commenced inthe year 1981 and started supplying water by September 
1983 through the tube-wells. In addition to this, the extension of piped 
water-supply scheme at Jagatsinghapui Notified Area Council is also in 
progress with an estimated cost of Rs. 14°83 lakh. The work to supply 
Piped water to Banki N. A.C. was taken up and completed in the year 
1981. But the wo1k for augmentation of water-supply to the N. A. C. 
which started in 1989 is in progress. The scheme for piped water-supply 
through tube-wells to Athagrarh N. A. C. was started in the year 1980 
and completed soon. Since 1988 further work started to improve water- 
supply to that town. One R.C.C. overhead tank having a capaciiy 
of one lakh gallon is bzing made to cater to the needs of the people. 


Rural Water-Supply 

Until the implementation of the Five Year Plans in 1951, no attention 
was perhaps given to the problem of providing the rural people with whole- 
some and potable water. They were generally depending on the polluted 
water of the tanks, pools, wells, rivers, etc. Duritg the past few years, 
different schem2s have bzen undertaken at different times to ameliorate 
their difficulties. Brief accounts of these schemes are furnished below. 


Minimum Needs Programme 

The Mintmum Needs Programme, a State plan scheme, was carried 
throughout the State with a view to providing safe drinking-water to the 
rural people only through tube-wells. Apart from piped water-sup>ly 
to the six villages, viz., Kishannagar, Tulanga and adjoining villages, 
Kanpur,Jaraka-Chahata,Olasuni Hillock and Badambagarh, this programme 
envisages to provide each identifjed village with at least one tube-well for 
this purpose. 

{Information regarding installation of tube-wells for drinking-water 
in the district for problem villages and non-problem villages as on Ist 
April, 1991 are given below with proper classification. 


For problem villages 


1. Total No. of inhabited Revenue Villages 6,036 (1981 Census) 
2. Total No. of identified Villages 4,678 
3. Total no. of running tube-wells 17,177 
4. Total no. of defunct tube-wells 4,613 
5. Status of the village— 7 
(a) Fully covered(C) 3,445 
(6) Partially covered (P) 651 
(c) Not covered (N) os 
(4) Turned to partially covered (TP) 425 
(e) Turned to not covered (TN) 158 


6. Balance No. of villages to be fully covered 1,816 with 2,563 tube-wells. 
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For non-problem villages 
1. Total No. of unidentified (Non-problem) 1.35% 
villages — 
2. Total number of running tube-wells 9.055 
3, Total number of defunct tube-wells 630 
4, Status of the non-problem village 
(i) Fully covered (C) 79% 
(ii) Partialy covered (P) 446 
(iii) Not covered (N) 120 
(iv) Turned to covered (TP) 67 
() Turned to not covered (TN) 32 
5. Balance No. of villages to be fully covered 687 with 795 tube-wells 


Piped water-Supply under loca] Development Work Programme 

The State Government decided in November 1961 to launch a 
systematic rural water-supply programme. The villages with a poptvla- 
tion of 2,000 and above were to be provided with piped water-supply ‘nd 
those with less population to have sanitary wells or tube-wells fitted with 
hand pumps. According to the decision at the first instance six villages 
of Kishannagar, Tulanga and adjoining villages Kanpur, Jaraka-Chahata 
Olasuni Hillock and Badambagarh were selected to be covered under the 
Minimum Needs Programme. 

Works in all the above villages have been successfully completed. 
The piped water-supply schemes at Tulanga and its ad joining villages Were 
completed by DANIDA as a pilot seheme in May 1985. Later OnE seas 
taken over by the Public Health Department from October 1990 for i. 
maintenance, 

The details of rural water-supply schemes under the programme in 
the district is given below - ; 








we ee 
Items Kishan- Tulanga Badam- Kanpur — Olasuni Jaraka- 
nagar and bagarh Hillock Chahata 
adjoining - 
Villages 
() (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 
1. Population (1981) 5,705 12,200 5,355 4,364 Completed 5.906 
and 
comm t- 
ssioned on 
> Year of 301-1992 
= vi COmmence- 8 
saa nce- 1989 1984 1974 1974 ot L987 
3. Water-supply eff, . 
unas Pply etfected 199} 1985 1976 1976 es [sy 
4.8 
ource Tube-well Tube-well Tube-well Intake well .. Large cha 
from river Tube-weli 
SPanies Mahanadi 
; me ¥ complete Ongoing Complete Complete Complete ey Complete 
on my nal Executive Engineer, Cuttack Rural Water -.  P.H, Dyna. 
rity Supply Scheme. No. IIL, 
Division-1, Cuttack Cuttack 


oe 
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Tube-Well Scheme 


Tube-wells numbering 18,819 were installed in different villages 
under different schemes by Ist April, 1991 in the district. The Rural 
Water-Supply Programme was integrated with the Rural Development 
Department and works connected with the programme are executed 
through respective Community Development Blocks with the technical 
help of the public health engineering organisation. 


Accelerated Rural Water-Supply Programme 


The Accelerated Water-supply Programme is a centrally sponsored 
scheme implemented in the district to provide safe drinking-water to 
rural problem villages of the State through piped water-supply as 
well as tube-wells having no safe drinking-water source within a time- 


bound scheme. 


Slum Improvement Clearance 


Growth of slums, whichis commonin modern cities and towns, not 
only destroys the beauty of the towns and cities but also pollutes the 
surroundings.For the improvement of slum areas and for rehabilitating 
the slum dwellers of the district, the SlumImprovement and Clearance 
Scheme has been in operation in several towns where the problem is 
acute. In recent past, the Government have abolished the scheme for 
making tenements for the urban poor. But presently, the environmental 
improvement of urban slums is under implementation and under this 
Scheme grant-in-aid is givento different urban local bodies for providiag 
basic amenities such as water-supply, street light, road, drain, community 
bath, community latrine and sewerage to the slum dwellers at the per 
capita cost of Rs.525/-. During the year 1991-92, only the Munici- 
palities of Cuttack, Kendraparha and Jajpur have received grants of 
Rs. 5,20,000/—, Rs. 78,700/—and Rs.52,500/- respectively to utilise the 
same for the above purpose. 
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APPENDIX HU 


Statement showing the number of deaths by various diseases 
in the district for the years 1985 to 1989 











1985 1986 

Sl. Name of disease (tt A eer a ee 
Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total 
() Q) @ 4 6 © @M @®& 
1 Cholera ait es 11 il - Z 2 
2 Typhoid - 2 191 19} 2 299 301 
3 Food Poisoning is - 9 9 1 16 17 
4 Dysentery a“ 204 992 1,196 244 842 —-:1,086 
5 T. B. ox 116 127 243 97 177 274 
6 Leprosy i 1 29 30 1 30 31 
7 Diptheria a 17 22 39 2d 19 46 
8 Whooping Cough s 1 52 53 a 45 45 
9 Tetanus es 151 117 268 149 116 265 
10 Poliomyelitis re ia 8 8 i 13 13 
11 Measles es 2 84 86 ns 32 32 
12 Rabies a - 19 =§| 19 3 8 ii 
13. Malaria or 5 70 75 29 21 50 
14 Cancer es Zi 241 268 39 322 361 
15 Diabetes Melitus 7 14 Al 55 27 23 50 
14 Anaemia os 24 750 774 23 972 995 
17 Meningitis a 15 8 23 10 8 18 
i8 Heart Attack Sf 90 437 527 155 526 681 
19 Pnemonia = 4 2 66 1S 46 61 
20 Influenza - 4 262 266 “2 164 164 
21 Bronchitis and Asthma 42 247 289 35 332 387 
22 Jaundice es 3 85 88 7 165 172 


ep ng Sr CL 
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APPENDIX I 
Statement showing the number of deaths by various diseases 
in the distrct for the years 1985 to 1989 
1987 1988 1989 
Sl. Name of disease et ee it ee 
No. Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total 
(1) (2) gy lo) diy d2) (3) G4) (5) (16) G7 
Se 
1 Cholera 
2 Typhoid 1 202 203 1 182 183 2 199 201 
8 15 23 4 13 17 i 9 10 


3 Food Poisoning 


4 Dysentery 








208 938 1,146 190 1,085 1,275 





212 1,104 1,316 


5 T-B. 94 210 304 87 259 346 52 350 402 
6 Leprosy 37 So] we 39 39 45 4§ 
7 Diptheria 7 3 10 «3 2 33 43 #10 =~ = 33 
3. Whooping Cough 21 21 ] 11 12 6 6 
9 Tetanus 170 97 267 179 103 282 140 Wi?) 257 
10 Poliomyelitis 2 2 
11 Measles 7 53 #60 £5 22 27 1 27 2 
12 Rabies 8 8 5 as 5 5 4 9 
13. Malaria 5 Z 7 18 4 22 = 24 6 30 
14 Cancer 52 387 439 30 594 624 47 638 685 
27 63 90 47 «+135 182 48 194 242 


15 Diabetes Melitus 


40 1,543 1,583 


16 Anaemia 20 810 830 22 1,369 1,391 
17 Meningitis 39. 9 1 1 2 3 pg 6 
18 Heart Attack 131 643 774 266 1,034 1,300 137 1,247 1,384 
19 Pneumonia 45 57 102 55 133 188 63 210 273 
22 242 264 #7 «+4158 165 2 262 264 


20 Influenza 


21 Bronchitis and 
Asthma 


22 Jaundice 


37 3501 = 558 38 711 749 


5 166 171 13 2450-258 


68 1,102 1,170 


7 345 352 
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1985 1986 
Sl. Name of disease ee ee cs cree Rg tay 
No. Urban Rural Total Urban Rural Total 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) 
23. Liver Disease 15 69 84 20 72 92 
24 Ulcer 79 719 10 250 260 
25 Appendicitis Z 4 6 24 24 
26 Syphillis and Urinary 2 2 
System 
27 Abortion 8 8 7 7 
28 Complicated Pregnancy 9 20 29 9 39 48 
and Child Birth 

29 Birth Injuries 107 98 205 119 126 245 
30 Paralysis 6 162 168 7 201 208 
31 Senility 397 = §,566 = 55,963 406 6,490 "5,896 
32 Others not classified 3,711 10,244 13,955 3,466 °9,251 12,717 
33 Bites 27 84 111 21 147 ° 168° 
34 Accidental Burns 3 19 22 201 27 228 
35 Falls, Drowaing 3 51 54 2 98 100 
36 Accidental Poisoning 9 47 56 15 55 70 
37 Transsort Accident 3 17 20 16 58 74 
38 Other Accident 31 132 163 104 121 225 
39 Suicide 1 69 70 2 lil 113 
40 Homicide - 4 4 1 6 7 


ar Pr cr PP SS Sp > 


Total 5,081 20,599 25,581 5,083 21,263 26,346 


re pr et nen SS ~ s SSf yneSSeP- 
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Sl. 


Name of disease 


CUTTACK 








1987 1988 





1989 


Rural Total Ur- Rural 


Tota | 





No. Wr- Rural Total Ur- 
ban ban ban 
(1) (2) 9) do) qd!) da2) @3) «4 £5) d6 7) 
23 Liver Disease 15 117 132 40 241 281 40 350 390 
24 Ulcer ss 8 291 299 26 415 44) 1 §20 521 
25 Appendicites 6 6 15 15 3 3 
26 Syphillis and 7 7 1 6 7 1 1 
Urinary System 
27 Abortion 5 5 a 3 3 3 3 
28 Complicated Pregnancy 2 21 23 28 39 67 2 Zz 24 
and Child Birth 
29 Birth Injury 86 112 198 99 130 229 132 244 376 
30 Paralysis - 9 343 352 8 490 498 10 582 592 
31 Senility 394 8,142 8,736 213 1,803 2,016 319 1,929 2,248 
32 Other not classified 3,701 11,817 15,518 4,206 16,102 20,2C8 4,659 16,920 21,629 
33 Bites » 20 156 176 18 201 219 24 255 279 
34 Accidental Burns .. 18 18 10 52 62 1 37 38 
35 Falls, Drowning .. 3 102 105 10 =§34 144 7 198 205 
36 Accidental Poison- 12 49 61 10 55 65 9 64 73 
ing 
37 Transport Accident 2 58 60 21 62 83 9 72 81 
38 Other Accident .. 72 34 106 18 {187 205 95 181 206 
39 Suicide + 2 140 142 .. 143 143 7 186 193 
40 Homicide =) 5 1 8 9 2 5 - 
Total ce fea - 35,700 26,186 £700 26,186 $3,886 
meee ee 
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APPENDIX _IIl 


Name, location, jyear of establishment, ete of the Medical institations 





in the district 
Name and location Year of Doctors Numberof! 9 Nurses 
establish- Pharma- 
ment CISts 
(1) 2) (3) (4) (5) 
1. S.C. B. Medical College Hospital, 1951 -_ 
Cuttack 
2. City Hospital, Cuttack 1959 34. 6 16 
3. Jagatsinghapur Hospital, Jagatsinghapur 1982 1 1 l 
4. Nadia Sahaspur Hospital, Sahaspur 1962 i ] 1 
5- Bhagatpur Hospital, Bhagatpur .. 1950 J ] eu 
f. Raisunguda Hospital, Raisunguda 1903 1 1 2 
7, Subdivisional Hospital, Kendraparha 1983 15 
8. Subdivisional Hospital, Jajpur .. 1947 15 
9, Mangalpur Hospital, Mangalpur .. 1958 3 ] 2 
10. Jajpur Road Hospital a 1977 4 I > 
J]. Baitarani Road Hospital aa 1930 1 J 
12, Gopalpur Hospital, Gopalpur .. 1960 (Dispensary) | ] 2 
1973 (Hospital) 
13. Jagatsinghapur Subdivisional Hospital, [1900 14 2 5 
Jagatsinghapur 1974 
14. Paradeep Port Hospital and P.P.C., N. A. 4 1 2 
Paradeep 
15. Subdivisional Hospital, Athagarh 1896 13 
16. Khuntuni Hospital, Khuntuni 2 N. A. i 1 
17, Narasinghapur Hospital, Narasinghapur N. A. Z 1 
18, Jorum Hospital, Jorum ee N.A. 4 ] > 


— 





N.A: Not Available 
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—— 


Name and location Year of Doctors Number of Nurses 





establish- Pharma- 
ment Cists 
() (2) (3) (4) (5) 
19. Tigiria Hospital, Tigiria N. A, 2 I 
20. Badamba Hospital, Badamba - N. A. 1 1 I 
91. Subdivisional Hospital, Banki 1978 13 
922. Kalapathar Hospital, Kalapathar N.A. 2 1 3 
92, §.V.B. Sishu Bhawan, Cuttack .. 1960 
24 Mental Health Institute, Cuttack 
25 Cancer Institute, Cuttack 
26. Police Hospital, Buxibazar 
27, Police Hospital, Tulasipur 
28, O.S.A.P. Hospital, Cuttack 
29, Jail Hospital, Cuttack 4 - ou z. . 
30. Dayashram Hospital, Kilapadia - ia , - 
31. Leprosy Home & Hospital, Nuabazar 
PRIMARY HEALTH CENTRES 
1. Bentakar P. H.C. a 1959 2 > 
2. Arada P.H.C. we 1990 1 i . 
3. Kandarpur P. H.C. su 1999 1 1 
4, Adaspur U.G.P. H.C. ag 1964 5 1 ? 
>. Govindpur P. H.C, ee 1949 if 1 
6. Maidharpara P. H.C. 2 1967 3 I _ 
7, Munduli P. H.C. -. 1966 1 1 
8. Mahanga U.G.P.H.C. 7 1962 5 I z 
9. Tangi U.G.P. H.C. - 1967 5 \ , 
10. Bhatimunda P. H.C. -» 1985 S.HLC 
i z 


1989 P.H.C, 


ll. Mangarajpur P. H.C a 1989 1 H 
ae ee 
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Name and location 


(1) 


————t 


Salepur P. H.C. 
Tentol P. H.C. 


Padmapur P. H.C. 
Gundipadia P. H.C. 


Nischintakoili P. H.C. 
Santapur P. H.C. 
Asureswar P. H.C. 
Niali P. H.C. 

Kasarda P. H.C. 
Krushnaprasad P. H.C. 


Indupur P. H.C. 
Ayeba P. H.C. 


Derabis P. H.C. 
Harianka P. H.C. 
Danapur P. H. ¢@. 
Balia P. H.C. 
Patakura P. H.C. 
Tendakura P. H.C. 


Madhusudan P. H.C. 
Pattamundai P. H.C. 
Chandannagar P. H.C. 
Sanjharia P. H.C. 
Andara P. H.C. 
Tulasidia P. H.C. 


Alapua P. H.C. 
Rajnagar P. H.C. 


Talachua P. H.C. 
Dangamal P. H.C. 
Iswarpur P. H.C. 





Year of Doctors 


establish- 
ment 


(2) 


(3) 





1958 
199] 
1966 
1991 
1966 
1978 
1930 
1966 
1956 
1991 
1964 
1988 


1989 
1965 
1967 
1991 
1972 
1990 


1991 
1963 


1979 
1968 
1999 





Nuinber of 
Pharma- 
cists 


(4) 


Nurses 


(5) 


tt 
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Name and location 


(lL) 


CUTTACK 


——_— —— 


Year of Doctors 


establish- 
ment 


(2) 








41 Aul P. H.C. 

42 Batipada P. H. C. 
43 Koniahat P. H. C. 
44 Olavar P. H. C. 

45 Babar P. H. C. 
46 Badakul P. H. C. 

47 Tikhiri P. H. C. 

48 Niarshaghai P. H. C. 
49 Pailo P. H.C. 

50 Nankar P.H.C. 

51 Karilopatna P. H.C. 
52 Markandapur P. H.C. 


53. Sujanpur P. H.C. 
$4 Baruanchhak P. H.C. 


§§ Sukinda P. H.C. 
56 Duburi P. H.C. 
57 Affa P. H.C. 


58 Dangadi P. H.C. 
59 Rabana P. H.C. 
60 Jakhapura P. H.C. 


61 Dasarathpur P. H. C. 
62 Ahiyas P. H.C. 
63 Kayangola P. H.C. 


64 Korei P. H.C. 
65 Panikoii P. H.C. 


66 Masudpur P. H.C. 
67 Pachhikot P. H.C. oe 


68 Dharmashala P. H.C. s 


A 


1961 


1991 
1992 
1964 
1989 
1991 
199] 

1964 


1988 
1988 


1957 
1982 
1989 


1959 
1989 
1989 


1957 
1983 
1991 
1961 
1988 
1985 


(Sanctioned 
yet to open) 


1960 





(3) 


- WN - 


_ 


1 


2 





Number of 
Pharma- 
cists 


(4) 





a 


Nurses 


(5) 


iv 
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Name and location 


(1) 


re ns 


69. 
70. 
71, 
72, 
73, 
74, 
We 
76. 
77, 
78. 


79. 
80. 
81, 
82. 


83. 
84, 
85, 
86. 
of, 
88, 
89, 
90, 


91, 
92, 
93, 


94, 


95. 
96. 


Aruha P. H.C. 

Kotapur P. H. C. 

Gangadharpur P. H. C. - 
Arabal P. H. C. 

Chhatia P. H. C. 

Madhuban P. H. C. 
Kundapatna P.H.C. 

Baunsamuli P. H.C. 

Binjharpur P. H.C. ‘s 
Ramachandrapur P. H.C, ee 


Pritipur P. H.C. ie 
Jari P. H.C. x 
Uttangarh P. H.C. or 
Bari P. H.C, ° 


Ratnagiri P. H.C. “< 
Balia P. H.C. 

Krushnanagar P. H.C. 

Mandasahi P. H. C, o° 
wKaduapada P. H.C. 

Piteipur P. H.C. 

Manijanga P. H.C. 

Sanra P. H.C, 


Kolar P. H.C. 
Kanakpur P. H.C. 
Kujang P. H.C. 


Malahunka P. H.C. 


Erasama P. H.C, 
Panchapalli P. H.C. 


919 





Yaer of Doctors Number of Nurses 


establish- 
ment 


(2) 


1989 


1991 
(991 
1985 
1956 
199} 
1975 
1962 


1954 
1985 


1964 


1979 
1972 
1988 
1964 


1983 


1964 


(Sanctioned 
yet to open) 


(3) 


— 


a oe oe oe SS 


= bp = te 


wat 


Pharmacist 


(4) 





(5) 
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= 
_ — 


Year of Doctors Number of Nurses 





establish- Pharmacist 
ment 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
97. Dihasahi P.H.C. 1 1 ; 
98. Biridi P.H.C. ‘ l 1 . 
99. Bagalpur P.H.C. i 1 
100. Adhangagada P.H.C. 1 1 
101. Raghunathpur P.H.C. 1 j 
102. Uttarkul P.H.C. if 1 
103. Balikuda P.H.C. 4 j Z 
104. Machhagan P.H.C. 1969 
105. Osokona P.H.C. 1991 J J 
106. Naugan P.H.C. I l 
107. Alanahat P.H.C. .. ‘(Sanctioned 1 i 
yet to open) 
108. Berhampur P.H.C. 3 I 
109, Joranda P.H.C. . 1990 1 1 - 
110. Kanpur P.H.C. 2 1 
111. Sagar P.H.C. 1979 1 1 7 
112, Bindhanima P.H.C. 2 l 
113. Nuapatana P.H.C. 1977 i } 
114, Bhiruda P.H.C. 1990 l ] 
115. Maniabandha P.H.C. 4 l 
116. Gopinathpur P.H.C. 1989 j 1 
117. Khairamoda P.H.C. (Sanctioned i j 
yet to open) 
118. Subarnapur P.H.C, 1 i 
119. Damapara P.H.C, 2 1 . 
120. Tulasipur P.H.C. ae 7 i , . 
a 
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SL oes mm 0 1-H oo 





Name and location Year of Doctors Number of Nurses 
establish- Pharmacist 
ment 
(1) (2) (G3) (4) (5) 


OE OO — eee TE 


ADDITIONAL PRIMARY HEALTH CENTRES : 


1. Telengapentha A.P.H.C. ‘ 1983 \ 1 
2. Basudevpur A.P.H.C. as 1970 1 l 
3, Rameswar A.P.H.C. os 1981 1 1 
4, Korua A.P.H.C. oe 1966 i i 
5, Gobindapur A.P.H.C on 1966 1 | 
6, Hatibadi A.P.H.C. ee 1987 1 1 : 
7, Gobardhanpur A.P.H.C. ee 1958 \ 1 
8. Radhagram A.P.H.C. re 1985 J 1 
9, Kabatabandha A.P.H.C. a 1964 1 1 
10, Gadamadhupur A.P.H.C. xa 1960 1 1 - 
11. Birupagenguti A.P.H.C. eh 1984 1 l 
12, Jagannatpur A.P.H.C. = os 4 1 
13. Badijanga A.P.H.C. ak 7 l | 
14. Kishorenagar A.P.H.C. sa - i \ 
15. Dasabatia A.P.H.C. re 1985 1 1 
16. Deriki A.P.H.C. os 1983 i ! i 
17, Gurudijhatia A.P.H.C. i 1 1 
18. Hatamal A.P.H.C, = 199] 1 1 
19, Baidyeshwar A.P.H.C 

DISPENSARIES 
1. Zonal Dispensary, Nuabazar_.. 1985 1 I " 
2. Zonal Dispensary, Tulasipur i 198] j ] a 
3, Sailobarbil Dispensary ei 1989 se sie “i 
4. Baranga Dispensary - 1945 | 1 | 
5. Erakana Dispensary - 1989 j | ‘ 
6. Nageshpur Dispensary sie — 1933 J { : 
7, Bodargan Dispensary - 1991 J J ee 
8. Biranilakanthapur Dispensary - ws ss vs 
9, Badapada Dispensary a 1989 j j oe 
10. Gupti Dispensary =“ 1968 j I - 


DE 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


CUTTACK 


922 | 
a, 
Name and location PSs ; Doctors EN ears Nurses 
ment 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
OC 
11. Bioynagar Dispensary a6 1964 1 ] ve 
12. Ramanagar Dispensary; 1973 1 1 : 
13, F.P.Light House Dispensary, ‘ 1988 1 1 a 
14. Rankal Raghunathpur Dispen- 1966 J I 
sary 
15. Kantipur Dispensary 1969 1 1 <i 
16. Badapada Dispensary 1 1 “ 
17. Katara Dispensary wi we 1 1 
18 Kanimul Dispensary ea 1 1 
19. Pankapal Dispensary 1 1 en 
20. Redhua Dispensary a - 1 J 
21. Borikina Dispensary ava we 1 1 - 
22- Deobhumi Dispensarv es és 1 1 : 
23, I. T.I. Dispensary, Cuttack ae ns va 
24. Ravenshaw College Dispensary, os ne . 
Cuttack 
25. E.§.I. Dispensary, Rajabagicha, = ‘a Pr a 
Cuttack 
26. E.S.I. Dispensary, Kalyannagar es ‘ i. 
27. P.&T. Dispensary, Mangalabag, és ‘< oa + 
Cuttack 
28. Government Press Dispensary, wa ae ws so 
Khapuria, Cuttack 
29. Railway Dispensary, Station ax wa “ oe 
Square, Cuttack 
30. C.R.R.I. Dispensary ae “a 
Bidyadharpur, Cuttack 
31. Thoriasahi Dispensary, Cuttack i e ee * 
32. Sidheswarsahi Dispensary, Cuttack es a os 26 
33, Bidanasi Dispensary, Cuttack es ‘a os ee 
34. Khannagar Dispensary, Cuttack - ia as ve 
35. Chauliaganj Dispensary, Cuttack .. - . - 
36, Murdakhannatana Dispensary, - - os 7 
Cuttack, 
37. wa hte Dispensary, Tulasipur, Be os a “ 


aa 
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OTHERS 
(A) Medical Aid Centre 
Korokora, Chandol, Laxminagar, Sankhachilla4, Ketapurs, 
Banjangapadia and Balitutha. 
(B) Subsidiary Health Centres 


Bhadreswar, Nrutanga, Santikota, Koyalpada, Orti, Jagannathpur, 
Palimi, Sanamanga, Rajkanika, Katara, Mahakalparha, Kuhika. 
Badakuanal, Jenapur, Barachana, Darapani, Bantala, Odisigada, 
Potanai, Hansura, Jaipur, Tarikunda, Achalkot and Talabasta. 


VOLUNTARY ORGANIZATIONS 
. Madhusudan Matrumangala Kendra, Cuttack 
. I. B. Association, Buxibazar, Cuttack 
. The Muslim Youth Cultural Association, Maykahouse, Dewanbazur, 
Cuttack 
. Satyabrata Cancer Institute, Rauspatna, Cuttack 
. Acharya Harihar Das Memorial Trust, Gunanidhi Bhawan, Cuttack 
. Leprosy Home and Hospital, Cuttack 
. Netaji Subash Seva Sadan, Oriva Bazar, Cuttack 


fa2 BO 


In un ar 


Maternity and Child Welfare Centres managed by both the Health Depart. 
ment and Harijan and the Tribal Welfare Department 


12 Hospitals managed by the State Health & Family Welfare 
Department located at Jajpur Road, Gopalpur, Kendraparha, Jajpur, 
Benipur, Galupada, Manijanga, Padmapur, Kalapathar, Kalyanpur. 
Tangi and Chaudwar and two Hospitals at Manitriand Gobardharpur 
managed by the Haritjan and Tribal Welfare Department. 

Institutions managed by Local Bodies 
. Haridaspur Seva Samity 
. Gopabandhu Hospital, Radhagram 
. Sarala Samadhi Pitha, Kanakpur 
L2prosy Clinic, Chaudwar 
. Madhusudan Matrumangal Kendra, Satyabhamapur 
M.C. W. Centre, Aurangabad, Bari 
. Govinda Goswami Chikitsalaya, Mahu 


em Wl 


ID ln 


Teaching and Training Facilities 


. AN. M. Training Centre, Kendraparha 
2. ALN. M. Training Gentre, Danagadi 


Leprosy Eradication Unit 


Salepur, Marshaghai, Pattamundai, Aul, Cuttack Sadar, Jajpur, 
Athagarh, Jajpur Road, Kujang, Jagatsinghapur, Banki, Kendraparha 
and Chandikhol. 
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Date of opening 
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APPENDIX IV 


List of Ayurvedic Dispensaries in the district 


Name of the Dispensary 





J, 


>, 
3. 
A. 


a DN tn 


a) 


(1) 


Damangadia 
Gopinathpur 
Dhurusia 
Kandarpur 


Kandaral 


. Patanigaon 


. Sunguda (Unani) 


. Sahaniajpur 


9, Amansasol 


10 Raniola 


1]. 


12. 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


19. 


20. 
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Dalijoda Berhampur 
Sankheswar 

Sirasta 

Gangadahat 

Mulugan 

Belpal 

Udranga 

Bairi 

Siha 


Balipadia 


ne 


CUTTACK 


(2) 


a 


May 1942 
1967 
1944-45 
10.12.1949 
21.10.1980 
25.11.1975 
16.1.1982 


16.3.1971 
2.8.1980 
1.11.1959 


21.2.1976 
1935 

1.9.1980 
23.11.1979 
February 1978 
12.2.1972 
1.1.1982 
7.3.1979 
5.3.1972 


30.4.1984 


os 
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Name cf the Dispensary 


Zi, 
22. 
2s 
24, 
20: 
26. 


27, 


28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
52, 
33. 


34. 
50: 
36. 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40. 


4}. 


42. 


43. 


(1) 


Manitira 
Bangarkota 
Golkunda 
Hatibari 
Kankadapal 
Hatasahi 
Bhuinpur 
Govindpur 
Nankar 
Karilopatna 
Orta 
Jadupur 
Belaranuagan 


Sanadhanga 

Chandi Baunsamul 

Baro 

Kendraparha (Municipality, Unani) 
Similipur 

Madhuribazar 

Biswanathpur 

Kuakhia 

Balisahi 


Mirjapur 


Date of c pening 


(2) 


13.4.1974 
16.3.1972 
16.2.1972 
26.3.1972 
1.3.1971 
6.5.1975 


January 1971 


10.2.1975 
25.8.1980 
21.2.1972 
1.6.1980 
13.4.1975 
1972 

1950 
6.11.1975 
24.9.1987 
31.8.1988 
25.8.1980 
24.4.1990 
5.8.1990 
13. 9.1990 
13.9.199¢ 


24.5.1990 


925 
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List of Homoeopathic Dispensaries in the district 


-- —--- ——— mn 





—_——- 


Name of the Dispensary 





Date of opening 





(1) 2) 
1. Kumarpur 21.10.1980 
on Arakhapatna 17.2.1972 
3. Balia 5.3. 1958 
4. Parbatipur 26.2.197} 
5. Kodal ]9.2.1971 
6. Marichipur 6.2.1962 
7. Bodhapur 24.2.1979 
8. Uttarkul 24.2.1979 
9, Alanahat 15.7.1981 
10. Pandua 20.11.1982 
1]. Bilikana 22.10.1975 
12. Baluria 26.1.1987 
13. Damarpur 22.4.1980 
14. Bholahat 12.3.1972 
15. Chaulia 12.3.1972 
26. Kerargarh 4.7.1972 
17. Nikirei 28.8.1977 
18. Palasingha 16.5.1985 
19, Ostarhat 24.3,1980 
20. Jagatjorhat 25.1.197g 
21, Hatasahi 5 1 1979 
22. Eranch ae 1974 
23. Gopinathpur nee 
24. Patalipank 12 ee 
25. Ramakrishnapur 7 a 


Serene ninemsn tiortcorene teas 
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Name of the Dispensary 








Date cf Opening 





(1) (2) 

26. Gunupur [.4. 197] 
27. Goudgop 11.6.1973 
28. Nrutanga J.1.1981 
29. Pallisahi 4.5.1980 
30. Champatipur 6.2.1979 
31. Dhanamandal 5.3.1980 
32. Dahigaon 25.5.1981 
33, Bhelanga 1.2.1972 
34, Chatrapada 1,2.1972 
35. Kumbhiragadia 1.2.1972 
36. Paikarapur 1.1.1976 
37. Saudia 1.1.1976 
38. Bato 17.5.1986 
39, Barabati 13.12.1986 
40. Badananpur Not opened 
41, Aland 21.9 1990 
42, Mehendipur Not opened 

43. Tandikul Not opened 
44. Katunihat Not opened 
45. Sanara January 1989 
46. Areikana 21.9.1990 
47, Jagannathpur 14.9.1989 
48. Panasndha 2.9.1990 
49. Udayapur January 1989 
0. Ankula Opened 
Sl. Angala 412.1989 
4) Tatadhar} Ashram 15.8.1990 
23. Janardanpu January 1989 


~——_ 
on 
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APPENDIX VI 


Performance of immunisation, maternity and child health in the district 
under the Family Welfare Programme for 1985-86 to 1989-90 


as —— 


a ne 




















A ns 1985-86 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
fo LS Ce 
Tetanus Toxide for Preg- 83,834 91,057 10,740 114,031 113,683 

nant women 
Diptheria Pertunis Tetamy 85,408 90,620 103,124 111,405 112,200 
(D.P.T.) 
Polio 59,308 91,168 99,330 110,254 111,048 
B.C.G, 30,063 107,538 150,950 142,448 125,709 
Measles 38,802 76,668 74,486 65,689 
Diptheria Tetamy (D.T.) 54,230 46,933 80,364 102,011 133,908 
T.T. (0 Yrs.) a 15,018 34,885 44,307 52,992 97,491 
MATERNITY AND CHILD HEALTH (M.C.RH,) 
Item 1985-86 1986-87 1987-88 1988-89 1989-90 - 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
1. Prophylaxis against 
Nutritional Anaemia— 
(a) Mother ze 107,866 82,954 104,450 152,947 142,967 
(5) Children 121,312 104,374 139,277 261,642 257,436 
2. Baphery axis against 297,564 306,266 264,732 290,990 298,813 


blindness due to Vit. ‘A* 
deficiencies of children 
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CHAPTER XV]I 
OTHER SOCIAL SERVICES 


This chapter deals with other social services like labour welfare, 
prohibition, advancement of backward classes and tribes and chart- 
table endowmenets of the diStrict. 


Labour Welfare 


Labour Welfare, in a wider term, means everything that contributes 
{o the improvement of health, safety, general well-being of the 
workers. Labourers are mainly classified under two categories i. c., 
agricultural labourers and industrial labourers. Major portion of the 
{otal workforce of the district are agricultural labourers. For the 
welfare of the agricultural labourers Government have fixed Rs. 25 
per day as the minimum wages for an unskilled labourer with etfect 
from the Ist July,1990. Rates of wages for semi-skilled and highly 
skilled labourers have been fixed at Rs. 35 and Rs. 40 per day 
respectively with effect ftom the lst January , 1991. The agricultural 
labourers have no organization like trade unions to ventilate their 
grievances before their employers. They are not covered under any 
social security scheme to take care of unemployment, accidents «nd 
Other hazards. However, regular inspections are ccnducted by the 
Officials of the Labour Department to ensure that the agricultural 
labourers are not paid less than the prescribed minimum wages. 


Industrially the district 19 not backward. There are  [ndustria! 
Estates at Jagatpur and Khapuria. Thete are a number of major and 
medium plants like textile, spinning and cotton mills, fertilizer plants, 
charge chrome plant, rice mills, flour mills, saw mills, printing press, 
bidi factoties, etc. which constitute the industries of the district. 
The workers in the urban areas are engaged in various factories 
established by individuals, companies, corporations and co-operative 
societies. A number of them also work in different commercicl 
establishments. These workers protect their interest through their 
trade unions and associations, etc. The workers in rural areas 
are generally deprived of such types of benefit. 


Labour Laws and Rules 


Some Central and State Labour Acts and Rules have been 
extended to the district. These labour laws and rules, alist ofwhich 
Is given in Appendix I, have become a highly protective umbrella 
for the working classes. There are ample provisions im these laws to 
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safeguard their exploitations in different forms by their employers and 
also to maintain peaceful and congenial relationship between the 
employers and employees. There were about 424 registered factories 
and other establishments in the district upto 1990, where different 
labour laws were enforced. The factories employed 29,445 workmen, 


Labour Department : Organizational set-up in the district 


The office of the Deputy Labour Commissioner has been establi- 
shed at Cuttack. The Deputy Labour Commissioner who works 
under the Labour Commissioner, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar is assisted by 
one Assistant Labour Commissioner, three District Labour Officers 


and eight Assistant Labour Officers. Among the District Labour 
Officers, two are posted at the district headquarters and one is working 


at Jajpur Road, whereas out of eight Assistant Labour Officers, tour 
are posted at Cuttack and one each at Jagatsinghapur, Chaudwar, 
Jajpur Road and Kendraparha. Besides, five Rural Labour Inspectors 
are also posted at different rural areas like Athagarh, Banki, Jajpur, 
Jagatsinghapur and Chaudwar. The Deputy Labour Commissioner is 
primarily responsible for the administration and execution of various 
labour laws inthe district. He acts as the Commissioner for the 
Workmen’s Compensation Act and controlling authority under the 
Payment of Gratuity Act. He also acts as the Inspector under almost 
all the labour Acts and acts as a Conciliation Officer under the 
Industrial Disputes Act. The Labour Officers also look after the 
interests ofthe labourers under various provisions of labour laws in 
matters relating to less payment, short payment and non-payment of 
wages and non-grant of statutory welfare facilities. 


Labour Disputes 


The relations between the employers and employees are governed 
by the Industrial Disputes Act, 1947, Any dispute arising out of 
employment or during the employment of any labourer or labourers 
in any industrial organization, is settled by the Conciliation Officer. 
Most of other labour disputes are also settled through conciliation. 
The District Labour Officer and Assistant Labour Officers are declared 
as the Conciliation Officer. If the conciliation fails, the matter is 
referred tothe Industrial Tribunal and Labour Courts. 
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The following table gives a statistical account of the labour compla- 
ints and disputes (both reported and settled) with the number of strikes, 
lockouts and total mandays lost during the period 1988 to 1990: 











Year No. of Complaints No. of Disputes No.of Lockouts Total 
ee a ery pe > SO Strikes Mandays 
Reported Settled Reported Settled lost 
ey ampere licoa | 
Pen- Recei- Pen- Recei- 
ding ved ding ved 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (3) (9) (10) 
1988 .. 671 | 394 333 113° «102 40 \ Nil 1,200 
1989 .. 822 299 204 «116 68 23 5 Nil 2,21,304 
1990 ,, 917 269 184 90 105 27 4 1 24,070 


eee 


The Labour Oficers of the district also conduct periodic inspections 
under various labour laws. The table below indicates such inspections 
by these officars from 1987 to 1991: 


me hp ee 





Name of the Act 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
1, Payment of Wages Act .. 364 626 695 646 402 
2. Fare Wages Clause Act . 4 9 6 Nil Nil 
3. Equal Remuneration Act .. 28 172 68 46 27 
4. Motor Transport Workmen’s Act » dl 11 5 4 5 


3. The Contract Labour (Regulation ,. 103 103 118 112 195 
and Abolition) Act - 


6. The Orissa Industrial Establishment .. 415 494 272 219 293 
(National and Festival Holidays) Act 


7. Inter-State Migrant §Workmen, 1 2 1 Nil Nil 
(Regulation of Employment and 
Condition of Service) Act 


8. Maternity Benefit Act Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 

9 Bidi Cigar Workers’ (Condition .. 71 36 oe) 61 20 
of Employment and Service) Act 

10 The Working Journalist (Condition.. Nil Nil Nil Nil 1 
of Service) and Miscellaneous Provi- 
sions Act 

ll. The Payment of Gratuity Act .. Nill Nil Nil Nil 8 

a ee 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


932 CUTTACK 


The figures relating to prosecution filed uncer different Acts in the 
district form 1987 to 199] are as follows ; 


ap 











Name of the Act 1987 1988 1989 1990 1991 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
ee 
1. Payment of Wages Act .. Nil 8 25 Nil 17 
2. Equal Remuneration Act . Nil 2 Nil Nil Nil 
3. Fare Wages Clause Act ii Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 
4. Motor Transport Workmen’s Act Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 
5. Contract Labour (Regulationand N il Nil Nil Nil 5 


Abolition) Act 


6. The Orissa Industrial Establish- Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 
ment (National and Festival 
Holidays) Act 


7. Inter State Migrant Workrnen 2 1 Nil Nil Nil 
(Regulation of Employment and 
Condition of Service) Act 


8. Maternity Benefit Act be Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 


9. Bidi Cigar Workers’ (Condition of = Nil Nil Nil Nil» Nil 
Employment and Service) Act 


10. The Working Journalist (Condition Nil Nil Nil Nil Nil 


of Service) and Miscellaneous 
Provisions Act 


11. The Payment of Gratuity Act... Nil Nil Nil Nil ' Nil 


rn me 





Factories Act 


It is obligatory for all factories to get themselves registered under 
the Factories Act. The labour officers, factory managers and staff, and 
trade union officials undergo a course of training as provided under the 
Factories Labour Laws. Elaborate provisions have: been made in the 
Act regarding the conditions of work inside factories including hours of 
work, employment of young persons, leave with wages, safeguard for 


health, promotion of safety and welfare of workers like first-aid appliances, 
canteens, etc. 


Trade Union Act 


Trade Unions are voluntary associations of employees formed under 
the Trade Union Act to promote and protect their interests through 
Culleciive actions and securing them a better and healthier status in in- 
dustry as well as in society. 287 trade unions were registered in the district 
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till December 1990 with 1,12,734 workers. It is because of the trade 
unions thatthe workers get help in time of sickness or death. The 
trade unions provide protection to the workers against sufferings 
and when they are out of job, or when they are too old to work 
anymore. Further, the trade unions work as a machinery for setting 
the relations between the employers and employees. 


Minimim Wages Act 


To protect the workers from exploitation in the hands of their 
employers, minimum rates of wages are fixed and revised by the 
Government from time to time. The Minimum Wages Act, 1948 
came into force with effect from the 15th March, 1948. The State 
labour michineries with their capacity as Inspectors under various 
labour laws safeguard the interests of the labourers and ensure 
enforcement of the provisions of this Act. 


Workmen’s Compensation Act 


Under the provisions of the Workmen’s Compensation Act, it 
is obligatory on the part of the employer to pay compenSation in 
case of death or accident of the workers during work. The Assistant 
Labour Commissioner is the controlling authority under the provisions 
of the Act. 


The table below shows the position regarding fatal and non-fatal 
accidents reported and disposed of with amount of compensations 
paid in the district during 1986—89. 








Year Received Amcunt paid as 
oO SoD compensation 
Fatal Non-fatal (in Rs.) 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

1986 - 43 67 12,25,652°39 
1987 - 89 114 22,16,494°46 
1988 me 91 189 31,54,501°39 
1989 ae 104 292 36,47,628°31 


a 
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Employees’ Provident Fund and Miscellaneous Provisions Act 


The Employees’ Provident Fund was introduced in the district 
from 1952 under the Employees’ Provident Fund and Miscellaneous 
Provisions Act. 810 establishments in the district are covered under 
this Act with 61,488 employees contribvting tothe fund as cn 3lst 
March, 1992. This Act has been framed to provide social security 
to workers in the old age and in case of emergent situations during 
their lifetime. Employees are required to contribute certain per cent 
(which varies from 8 to 10%) from the monthly emoluments and an 
equal amount is also contributed by the employers. The subscriber 
can withdraw money from the provident fund for certain purposes. 
He is allowed to withdraw the full amount standing at his credit on 
completing 15 years of membership; or attaining the age of 55 years 
or on permanent and total incapacity to work or in case of retrench- 
ment. 

Family pension was introduced in the district cn Ist March, 1971. 
It provides pension to the heirs of the members of the fund on account 
of premature death while in service. The Employees’ Deposit-Linked 
Insurance Scheme came into force with effect frcm 1976 which provi- 
des for lumpsum payment to the family of a member who dies while 
in service. 


Payment of Gratuity Act | 


As there isno provision for pension unde1 labcur lews, this Act 
provides for payment of gratuity to employees engaged in factories, 
mines, shops and other establishments. The Assistant Labour Ccmmi- 
ssioner is the controlling authority who decides cases under this Act. 
Any establishment, factoiy or industry employing more than ten 
persons is covered under the Act and workers getting lessthan Rs.1,0C0 
as monthly wages are only entitled for gratuity. 


Shops and Commercial Establishments Act 


The Shops and Commercial Establishments Act regulates the 
conditions of work and terms of employment of workers engaged in 
Shops and commercial establishments. It also covers hours of work 
holidays, leave and wages. 2,205 sheps , 


and 813 establishments were 
registered under this Act by 1989, 


Employees’ State Insurance Act 


Employees’ State Insurance Act, 1948 was introduced inthe district 
on the 31st January, 1960. The objectives of this Act are to Seawde 
ecurity to the industrial employees in case of sickness. maternity and 
employment injuries and to provide medical care to iasuted Secon 
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and their families. The scheme has widened its objectives by incor- 
porating family welfare programmes. The scheme now provides tril 
medical care which includes hospitalization, supply of drugs, dressings, 
artificial limbs, surgical and orthopaedic appliances both to the emplo- 
yees and their family members. The employees are compensated tor 
loss of wages due to sickness and temporary disablement due ty 
physical injuries sustained during work. The dependants of the empio- 
yees who die due to employment injury are also compensated. Tlie 
beneficial provisions under the scheme have now been extended te the 
employees working both in small and big factorics, shops and commer- 
cial establishments, hotels, cinema halls, newspaper — establishments 
and road transport organizations. The Employees’ State Insurance 
Corporation is constantly reviewing and updating the scale and 
standard of medical and cash benefits in view of changing time and 
needs of the working people. 


The dispensaries under this scheme are functioning at Baranga, 
Khapuria, Rajabagicha, Chandinichowk, Chaudwar, Dhanmandal, 
Jajpur Road, Jagatpur, Nuapatna and Paradeep. Total number of 
employees of the district, covered under the E. S. 1. Scheme is 25,550 
till 3ist March, 1990. 


Housing Scheme 


Except some industrial tenements constructed at Rajabugicha, Khapuria 
and Chiudwar under the subsidised industrial housing scheme in the 
district to provide accommodation to different workers. no steps have 
bezn taken by the Government for construction of houses for industrial 
workers. The Management of the Orissa Textile Mill Ltd. and the Indian 
Charge chrome Ltd. have constructed some quarters for residential 
accommodation of staff and industrial labourers. 


Recreational facilities for labourers 


Labour Welfare Centres have been set up by the Government in the 
district to provide educational and recreational facilitics to the 
workers at Rajabagicha, Chaudwar and Khapuria. Each centre ts 
managed by an Instructor. an Organizer and other staff. 


Prohibition 


The Prohibition Laws were enforced in the district with effect from 
April 1956. All distillery shops were abolished. Prohibition was scrapped 
and the outstill system of supply of liquor was introduced from Ist 
April, 1968 which continued to be in vouge till 3ist March, 1976. 
Then distillery system of liquor supply (i.e., contract supply system ) 
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was introduced from Ist April, 1976. This system is still in vogue. 
Prior to the introduction of prohibition, the ‘contract supply system 
of distillery spirit to the retail outlets was also in force, the licences 
for retail sale of Ganja, Tari, Bhang, Pachwai and foreign liquor were 
also issued, and opium shops for sale of opium by the retailed 
licences on the basis of cards to opium addicts registered departmentally 
were also opened. 

The Excise Commissioner, Orissa, Cuttack is the Head of the Depart- 
ment of Excise. The excise administration in the district is primarily 
in the hands of the Collector. He works under the supervision of the 
Commissioner of Excise, Orissa for the purpose of excise administration 
and the collection of excise revenue. The Collector is assisted by one 
Additional District Magistrate who exercises all the powers ard perfcrms 
all the duties imposed on the Collector except on appeal matters. 
The Superintendent of Excise is the chief executive to aid and advise 
Collector in day-to-day excise administration and he is also responsible 
for the smooth and efficient management of his orgénizaticn. He is 
assisted by one Deputy Superintendent of Excise, Inspectors of Excise, 
Sub-Inspectors of Excise and Excise Constables and other staff. 


The duties of all Excise Officers of the department are to prevent and 
detect offences under the Excise Laws, apprehend offenders, inspect 
licensed shops, check improper practices resorted by licensed venders, 
supervise distilleries and warehouses, and discourage excessive indulgences 
in intoxicating drugs. 


Some ofthe Excise Acts and Rulesinforce inthe district are as follows: 
(1) The Bihar and Orissa Excise Act, 1915 
(2) The Orissa Excise Rules, 1965 
(3) The Board’s Excise Rules, 1965 
(4) The Opium Act, 1878 
(5) The Orissa Opium Rules, 1965 
(6) The Orissa Opium Smoking Act, 1947 
(7) The Dangerous Drugs Act, 1930 
(8) The Orissa Dangerous Drugs Rules, 1965 


(9) The Medical and Toilet Preparations (Excise Duties) Act, 1955 
(10) ee Medicinal and Toilet Preparations (Excise Duties) Rules, 


(11) The Orissa Excise (Mohua Flower) Rules, 1976 
(12) The Molasses Control Order, 1961 
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These lawchiefly aim at regulating the manufacture, import, expert, 
ransport, possession of excise goods and collection of excise revenu? 
thereon. They also embody suitable penal provisions to deal with 
offenders. 


The following figures show the year-wise consumption of Opium, 
Ganja, Bhang and country spirit inthe district from 1985-86) to 
1989-90; 

















Year Opium Ganja Bhang Gountrv spirit 
(in Kg.) (in Kg.) Cin Kg,) (in LPL.) 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
1985-86 es 55,917 2,281°000 74000 — 6,42,070°0 
1986-87 - 51,616 1,000°500 44°500 = 4. 91,3600 
1987-88 3 51,799 705° 500 131°000 = 3, RL, L380 
1988-89 - 50,320 616°850 85°250 = 4.24. 587-0 
1989-90 ee 42,168 616°850 85°250 = 8,39, 326°0 


The excise goods like country spirit, India made foreign liquor, 
[ndia made beer, imported foreign liquor, imported beer, wine/vodka, 
Bhang, medicinal opium, medicinal preparation like Tr. Homidesmi/ 
Suganidhi which are capable of being consumed as alcoholic beverage/ 
medicinal Modak(allunder potable group), denatured spirit, commercia! 
Spirit, pethidine’ morphine/and other narcotics (all under non-potable 
group) are in use in the district. 


There are some limitations about the quantity of the excise goods 
that anindividual is allowed to possess. Thetable below shows the 


limits of possession of such goods by one person without obtaining 
licences, 


1. Gountry spirit I'S Bulk litres 

2. India made foreign liquor 1'5 Bulk litres 

3. India made foreign 3 Bulk litres 
liquor (beer) 

4. Bhang 120 grams 

5. Medicinal Opium ~§ grams 

6. Denatured spirit 4 litres 

7. Mohua flower 15 quintals 

8. Tari 4 litres 
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Licences for manufacture of any kind of excise goods Hike Bhang 
and outstill liquor are granted by the Board of Revenue, Orissa with 
the concurrence of the Revenue and Excise Department to the purchasers 
in public auction inthe annual excise settlement. Licences for sale are 
granted by the District Collector with the approval of the 
Excise Commissioner. The sale is regulated under the conditions of 
licences granted for each category of intoxicant. 

Cultivation of Ganja and its use in any form and its sale has been 
prohibited under the Narcotics Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act 
in the district from May 1989 andits sale, possession and use have been 
prohibited from December 1989. 

There is no cultivation of Bhang in the district. 
modaks out of Bhang is now regulated by the Drugs Controller so far tt 
relates tothe provisions of the Dangerous Drugs Act. In case of sale of 
Bhang beyond the prescribed limit, permit is granted by the competent 
authority. The Orissa Rajya Talgud Samabaya Sangh is allowed to 
tap trees in selected agency/under-developed tracks for manufacture 
of palmgur. There is no licence granted for collection of unformented 
Tari. The palm products have its own use in rural belt of the district. 


The preparation ot 


Opium de-addiction scheme was introduced inthe district in 1961, 
Under this scheme acute hard cases medically recommended are registered 
for supply of medicinal opium through Government hospitals or 
opium sale centres managed by the Excise Department. There are 235 
registered opium addicts inthe district and their monthly quota is 3.197 
tablets weighing 3.197 kg. Their annual requirement of medicinal 
opium is 38.364kg. Therate prescribed per gram of opium is one rupee. 


Country spirit and outstill shops. in Integrated Tribal Development 
Agency areas, except those which are located in Community Develor- 
ment Blocks and Tahasil headquarters, urban and semi-urban areas and 
in areas having less than 50° tribal population, have been abolished. 
Liquor advertisements have been banned. A statutory warning has been 
issued which ts printed on liquor bottles that consumption of liquor is 
injurious to health. Steps have been taken not to open liquor shops 
inamarket place in close proximity to bathing ghar, school, hospita!, 
place of workship, National Highwavs, labour colony and industria‘ 
areas. Employment of minors in liquor shops. is strictly prohibited. 
The minimum age of employment in such jobs has been raised from 
18 to 21 years. Employees of all departments are cautioned not tc 
drink while on duty. Drinking in places like hotels, restaurants and 
aie hid she wee on licences are not given is strictly prohibited. 
| propagate the evils of drink amongst the rura! 
innocent through different agencies. 
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The table below shows detection of yearwise offences (1985-86 to 1990-91) 
under different categories of excise cases: 








Year LD. cS: Foreign Ganja Bhang Opium 
liquor liquor liquor 
(1) 2? 8 ® © © @ 
1985-86 - 540 45 20 116 5 28 
1986-87 os 554 143 15 88 8 pie 
1987-88 es 153 669 22 54 3 14 
1988-89 - 340 1,167 24 35 11 5 
1989-90 sd 200 1,245 34 20 29 10 


1990-91 re 360 847 32 10 54 Z 

Admittedly implementation of prohibition policy has fatled to achieve 
its objective. Efforts to regulate and control drinking by relaxing 
prohibition have also bsen a failure. Despite stringent measures to 
tighten enforcement work, illicit distillation and vending of liquor could 
not be stampped out altogether. 


Difficulties experienced in successful implementation of prohi- 
bition laws are explained below in a nutshell; 
(a) Withdrawal of excise staff from prohibition district, 
(b) Difficulties in detection and successful prosecution of cases, 
(c) Inadequacy of punishment by trying courts, 
(d) Lack of publicity propaganda for prohibition, 


(e) Lack of facilities to wean addicts away from their habits 
of drink, 


(f) Easy availability of illicit distilled liquor at comparatively 
cheaper price to liquor consumers who are economically 
poor, 


(2) Public indifference to remove evils of drink. No sharp 
reaction or strong condemnation by public, 

(h) Misuse of spirituous medicinal preparation for consumption 
as ordinary alcoholic beverages. The excise duty being 
relatively cheaper on such medical preparations it has 
drawn the attention of economically poor consumers, 
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Because of the above lacuna, a large number of excise crimes remained 
undetected and prohibition led to increase in illicit distilleticn, 
emugglingend consumption of harmful end poiScnous substitutes. 


With the increase in illicit distillation of liquor and clandestine 
sale of contraband liquor, there was profuse leakage of Government 
revenue andloss of human lives due to consumpticn of unhygenic 
spurious liquor. To overcome the situation and t» allow/encourage 
the local parties to take adequate interest in excise trade as menticned 
earlier, the distillery system of supply of liquor was introduced with 
effect from the Ist April, 1976 which brought some steady increase in 
excise revenue as shown in Chapter XI—Revenue Administration. Trade 
monopoly was broken. But despite this, illicit distillation could not 
altogether be stopped, as the excise staff were too inadequate to 
contain the problems of bootlegging. The colossal becking of pending 
excise cases in the trying courts for over decades provided encourage- 
ment to the bootleggers to resort to illicit distillation and vending 
of liquor as an alluring ftrade. The licensed vendors under the grab 
of their licences also indulged in proliferation of their nefarious illicit 
business for higher profits. This precipitated introduction of the Orissa 
Excise (MGO) Rules during the year 1989. 


The Orissa Excise (Exclusive Privilege Amendment) Rules, 1989 
iutroduced a minimum quantity of country spirit, which the licensed 
vendors will guarantee to liftfcr sale in retail counters and shall pay 
the excise duty thereof. The target on excise revenue was fixed from 
1984 onwards and the target onthe minimum ccnsumption was fixed 
from 1989 onwards with the introduction of the Orissa Excise 
(Exclusive Privilege Amendment) Rules, 1989. This was aimed to 
contain the problems of illicit distillation and vending of liquor by the 
unscrupulous boctleggers. 


Due to consumption of spurious liquor from unauthorised vendors, 
a serious liquor tragedy occurred on the 6th and the 7th May, 1992 and 
the casualty in this tragedy was 134 in Cuttack district. Government 
ordered an administrative inquiry by the Revenue Divisional Commi- 
ssioner, Central Division, Cuttack. The report of the R. D. C. showed 
that deaths occurred on sccount of ingestion of toxic alcohol. 
There was evidence before the R. D. C. to show that one Surendra 
Kumer Das alias Belu was regularly procuring low grade spirit and 
diluting the same by adding country spirit obtained from Government 
approved warehouses and selling the blend directly or through petty 
dealers. He was selling a blendof his own and for _ this purpose, 
was obtaining the spirit unauthorisedly, 
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Advancement of Backward Classes and Tribes 


According to the Census of 1981, the population of the district 
was 46,28,880. Out of the total population, Scheduled Castes (8,17,873) 
and Scheduled Tribes (1,44,708) constituted 17% and 3% respective ly. 
These people are generally illiterate and backward in social and economic 
fields. The Constitution makes it binding upon the State to adopt 
special measures for the improvement of these neglected classes and 
tribes. Therefore, a number of steps have been undertaken at the 
Government level to safeguard and promote the interest of the Sche- 
duleé Caste and Scheduled Tribe people. 


To look after them, the District Welfare Office has been estab- 
lished in the district since 1964 with the District Welfare Officer as 
its head. The District Welfare Officer is responsible for execution 
of various welfare schemes mainly for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled 
Tribes undertaken in the district from time to time. One Assistant 
Welfare Officer of Specially Declared Gazetted rank has been posted 
in each of the six subdivisions of Cuttack, Jajpur, Banki, Athagarh, 
Kendraparha and Jagatsinghapur. Besides, one Assistant District 
Welfare Officer has also been posted at the district headquarters. 
There are 41 Welfare Extension Officers posted for 41 Blocks of the 

district and two Special Welfare Extension Officers posted for Modi- 
fied Area Development Agency at Sukinda and Danagadi Community 
Development Blocks. These Welfare Extension Officers are working 
under the supervision of the respective Block Development Officers. 


Different schemes which are undertaken by the Government for 
the upliftment of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes are classified 
under (a) educational advancement, (b) economic upliftment and 
(c) health and sanitation. Expenditure incurred on these account 
aie shared both by State and Central Government. 


Educational Adyancement 


‘Among various schemes which are undertaken by the Government 
for the benefit of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes priority is 
_ given on education. Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe students 
are given free education in different educational institutions managed 
both by the Education and Warijan and Tribal Welfare Departments. 
Provisions of free boarding and lodging have been made by the 
Government in the residential schools managed by the Harijan and 
Tribal Welfare Department. Boarders from I to XII classes are given 
stipends varying from Rs. 90 to Rs. 100 per month. 
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4 Boys’ High Schools, 2 Girls’ High Schools, 2 Ashram Schools, 
2 Kanyashrams, 10 Residential Sevashrams and 45 Upper Primary and 
Lower Primary Schools (Sevashrams) are functioning exclusively for 
the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe students set up by the 
Harijan and Tribal Welfare Department upto 1989-90. 


The statement given below indicates the number of Scheduled 
Caste and Scheduled Tribe students reading in different educational 
institutions managed by the above mentioned Department who are 
given free education, free boarding and free lodgingin the district 
during 1989-90: 


Sanction of Boarders 





Educational oh ra, 
Institutions Scheduled Scheduled Total 
Castes Tribes 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
(A) Boys’ High School 
(1) Chandikhole High School “a 20 186 206 
(2) Biswanahakani High School sity 32 88 120 
(3) Gobarghati High School - 15 145 160 
(4) Tomaka High School ie 62 58 120 
(B) Girls’ High School 
(5) Kasturba Government Girls’ 117 
High School = ae 
(6) Madhapur Government Girls’ 8 
High School : = ” 
(C) Ashram Schools 
(7) Kulasahi Ashram School i 27 ni 27 
(8) Chingudipal Ashram School ... ea 20 20 
(D) Kanyashrams 
(9) Pareshwar Kanyashram me 18 11 29 
(10) Tapovan Kanyashram - 56 5 61 
(E) Residential Sevashrams 
(11) ania Residential Sevashram .. 190 os 100 
(12) Anjira Residential Sevashram .. 36 5 41 


ee 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


OTHER SOCIAL SERVICES 943 


enn ee ncn ence nnnsneee nnn 


Educational Sanction of Boarders 

Institution ee eee Senay 
Scheduled Scheduled Total 

Castes Tribes 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 
(13) Tomaka Residential Sevashram 17 30 47 
(14) Phuljhar Residential Sevashram t 19 20 
(15) Abhimanpur Residential Sevashram 16 34 50 
(16) Rahango Residential Sevashram iv 20 20 
(17) Popara Residential Sevashram 20 - 20 
(18) Jajpur Residential Sevashram i 20 20 
(19) Sirikhali Residential Sevashram 1 19 20 
(20) Mahadeipatna Residential Sevashram 20 - 20 


(F) Sevashram 





Sche- Sche- Others Total 





Name of the Subdivision duled  duled 

Castes Tribes 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) 
Kendraparha (8 Sevashrams) ss 1,721 es 308 2,029 
Jagatsinghapur (2 Sevashrams) .. 209 - 177 386 
Athagarh (5 Sevashrams) - 132 63 133 333 
Banki (10 Sevashrams) - 190 379 421 990 
Jajpur (16 Sevashrams) a 536 970 551 2,057 
Sadar (4 Sevashrams) - 176 69 270) 515 


a ee 


The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe students reading in the 
Sevashrams are supplied free garments, text books and other reading 
and writing materials. The Government incur huge expenditure in 

Providing Scholarships, etc. to! the Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 
Tribe Students studying im various other schools and colleges. 
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Detailed information regarding pre and __ post-Matric scholarships 
allotment received, distribution made and total number of benefictaries 
during 1989-90 and 1990-91 are given below: 


a at 





Post-Matric Scholarships Pre-Matric Scholarships 
Year ee ay coer A a ——, 
AHotment Amount No,of Allotment Amount No. of 
received disbursed benefici- received disbursed b2nefici- 
arjes aries 
{in Rs.) (in Rs.) (in Rs.) (in Rs.) 
(i) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) 


gre er rer eam nnnp reer enprnaey nes eres nae eee ee 
1989-90 
Scheduled Castes 50,66,041  48,48,790 5,296  66,03,810 60,25,230 47,622 
Scheduled Tribes 7,25,322 — 6,99,975 533 -:1,79,275 —-1,63,000 1,326 
1990-91 
Scheduled Castes 59,81,543  58,43,466 6,976  76,16,000 59,85,005, 42.295 
Scheduled Tribes  9,57,205 — 8, 55,681 981  3,50,000 —-2,02,305 1,362 





Economic Upliftment 


Prior to Independence, the Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes 
suffered from many disabilities in the district. Untouchability cf the 
Scheduled Castes was prevalent toa large extentin spite of efforts of 
some social reformers. _ Both Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
People also suffered from wide economic and cultural disabilities. Ina 
order to improve the socio-econcmic standard of these people, Govern- 
ment have undertaken a number of proverty-ameliorating programmes 
which include Modified Area Development Agency (M.A. D. A. ), 
Economic Rehabilitation of Rural Poor (E.R. R. P.) and Integrated 
Tribal Development Agency (I.T.D. A.) in different periods for the 
rural poor. 


District Rural Development Agency has been established in the 
district level as a nodal agency for implementation of different enti- 
poverty programmes with aims and objectives of helpingthe families 
including that of Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes living below 
the proverty line in rural areas and to get additional income through 
self-employment or wage employment ventures. During last twelve years 
ending Ist February, 1952, 86,444 Scheduled Caste and 9,030 


Scheduled Tribe families were benefited under different schemes ex2- 
cuted through this Agency. 
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Number of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe families benefited 
under different schemes like the Integrated Rural Development Programme, 
the Economic Rehabilitation of Rural Poor Programme, the Rehabilita- 
tion of Bonded Labour and the Modified Area Development Agency 
during 1988-89 and 1989-90 is discussed bzlow. 


The Integrated Rural Dsvelopmant Programme is bsing implemented 
since 1980-81. It isthe most imovortant centrally sponsored programme 
for eradication of rural poverty. The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 
Tribe families under this programme are entitled to 50 per cent of the 
project cost as subsidy subject to a ceiling of Rs. 5,000/-. During 6th 
Five-Year Plan (1980—85) period, 40, 577 Scheduled Caste and 3,585 
Scheduled Tribs families were assisted under this scheme. The number 
of Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe families assisted during 7th 
Plan (1985—90) pariod was 36,157 and 4,455 respectively. During 1990-91, 
7,259 Scheduled Caste and 713 Scheduled Tribe families were benefited 
under this programme. 


Economic Rehabilitation of Rural Poor (E. R. R. P) 


The Economic Rehabilitation of Rural Poor Programme was introdu- 
ced in the district in 1980-81 with the aim to provide economic assistance 


to the poorest families living in rural areas having annual income not 
exceeding Rs, 1,200/-. 


During last ten years ending 1989-90, Scheduled Caste and Scheduled 
Tribe families benefited in the district were 53,864 and 6,256 respectively 
Whereas during the year 1990-91, only 1,397 Scheduled Caste families got 
assistance underthis programme, 


Rehabilitation of Boaded Labour (R.B.L.) 


Each bonded labourer was allowzd in the beginning a sum of 
Rs. 4,000/- for his rehabilitation. Subszqueatly, this amount has been 
increased to Rs. 6,350/- including Rs.599/- as subsistenc2 allowance. Upto 
1989-90, 5,372 bonded labourers in the district were rehabilitated, out of 
which 1,810 were Scheduled Castes and 438 were Scheduled Tribes. 


Modified Area Development Agency Programme (M.A.D.A.) 


The Modified Area Dovelopnent Agency Programmeisin operation 
in the Gomm nity Davelooment Blocks of Sukinda and Danagadi of the 
district. Under this programme Scheduled Tribe families are given 
financial assistance for 413-wells, m‘lch cows, bullock car's, ete. 
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under integrated scheme in]. R. D. P. pattern. The table given below 
shows the number of beneficiaries with amount sanctioned under 
-M. A. D. A, in shape of grant-in-aid by the Harijan and Tribal Welfare 
Department for Sukinda and Danagadi Community Development 
Blocks frcm 1988-89 to 1990-91. 


Year. Name ofthe -«-Rupees__—No. of families 

Block sanctioned benefited 

(1) (2) (3) (4) 

1988-89 Sukinda 6,60,U00 14] 
Danagadi 3,06,000 119 

1889-90 Sukinda 8,41,000 158 
Danagadi 4,28,000 63 

1990-91 Sukinda 1,52,000 N. A. 
Danagadi 76,000 N. A. 





Margin Money Loan Programme (M. M. L. P.) 


This M. M. L. P. scheme is operated with the scle objective of giving 
‘financial assistance to the backward classes for their socio-economic 
upliftment. The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe members find 
it difficult to run professions or business for lack of finance. Under this 
scheme Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes cre provided loan 
assistance without interest. During 1989-90 and 1990-92 the number of 
families who benefited under this scheme was 2,010 and 124 ;espectively. 
They were given loan assistance of Rs. 12,99,534:00 towards margin 
money and Rs. 19,66,148-°00 tawards subsidy. 


Water for drinking and irrigation purposes 


To provide pure drinking-water for the Scheduled Caste and 
Scheduled Tribe people in the scarcity areas, subsidy is given for sinking 
of wells and installing hand-pumps. This apart, water is also supplied 
to them for irfigation purpose. 27 river lift tube-well projects have 
been completed with a cost of Rs. 28,13,000 during 1988-89 through 
which 953 Scheduled Caste and 4 Scheduled Tribe people were bene- 
fited. Similarly in 1989-90, river lift and tube-well projects numbering 38 


were completed with a cost Rs.78,02,000, benefiting 2,920 Scheduled 
Caste people. 
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The Million Wells Scheme has been launched since 1988-89 with the 
object of creating employment at the first instance. and to construct Cpen 
irrigation wells free of cost for the poor small and marginal farmers 
belonging to Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes and Freed Berced 
Labourers, From 1988-89 to 1990-91, total number of such wellS dug was 
1,274 in the district, 


Contribution of Co-operative Societies for the upliftment of the Scheduled 
Castes 


Co-operative Societies are organized in rural areas to cater to the 
needs of the: pzople of different socio-economic groups. Activities of 
these societies cover credit, marketing and processing, production and 
distribution, farming, irrigation and housing, etc. Scheduled Caste 
and Scheduled Tribe members are enjoying such facilities, being members 
of Co-operative Societies. 2,290 Scheduled Caste people were benefited 
by the Co-operative Societies during 1989-90 with an expenditure of 
Rs. 91,600. 


Indira Awas Yojana 


Under the Rural Landless Employment Guarantee Programme, the 
Indira Awas Yojana Scheme for construction of houses for Scheduled 
Castes and Scheduled Tribes and Freed Bonded Labourers has been 
launched since 1985-86. Till Ist February, 1992, number of houses 
completed under the scheme was 3,500. 


Other Housing facilities 


To help the poor and homeless members of the Scheduled Castes 
~nainly engaged in unclean, occupations in urban areas and specially 
declared vulnerable Scheduled Caste groups, subsidies are granted for the 
construction of new houses. Under this programme, 35 dwelling houses 
located at Cuttack, Kendraparha, Jayantara cluster of Dasarathpur 
Community Development Block and Korei cluster for settlement have 
been distributed to the needy Scheduled Caste people. In 1990-91, 1! 
dwelling houses were under construction for Hadi families of the Korei 
Community Development Block. During this period, 50 kiosks for 
specially declared vulnerable Scheduled Caste groups were under 
construction in the urban areas of Chaudwar, Athagarh and Jajpur, and 
the Community Development Blocks of Narasinghapur, Bari, Rajnagar, 
Tangi-Chaudwar, Salepur, Korei, Mahakalparha, Derabis and Dasarath- 
Pur. 
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Electrification of houses of these people are also undertaken by the 
Government. During 1989-90, 1,004 houses belonging to Scheduled 
Castes were electrified which included 502 under Cuttack Electrical 
Circle, 296 under Jajpur Road Electrical Circle, 161 in Athagarh 
Notified Area Council area and 45inthe Indira Awas Colony in Jajput 
Community Development Block. 


Training in different Trades 


To improve the economic conditions of Scheduled Castes and 
Scheduled Tribes people and backward classes, youngmen are trained 
in various trades like tailoring, plaster of toy, coir, chapal manufactuiing, 
musical instruments, mushroom cultivation: and type writing, 
shorthand, etc. Action has been taken for their rehabilitation 
under the Margin Money Loan Programme. As such, 100 people have 
been benefited under this training programme under different trades for 
which a sum of Rs. 1,35,900 in 1989-90 was spent. 


In addition, 127 Scheduled Caste and 4 Scheduled Tribe bene- 
ficiaries have already been trained in brackish water prawnculture scheme. 
Sixty of them have already been rehabilitated during 1989-90 under the 
Margin Money Loan Programme. 


Fifty Scheduled Gaste beneficiaries of Cuttack Sadar Community 
Development Block have been trained in mushroom cultivation with an 
expenditure of Rs. 13,550/-. They have started cultivation and selling of 
mushroom with good profit. Action has been taken for their rehabilita- 
tion under the Margin Money Loan Programme. This scheme will 
be extended to other Community Development Blocks gradually. 


Other Programmes 


The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe families have also been 
benefited from the National Rural Employment Programme, Jawahar 
Rozgar Yojana and special! foodgrain production programme. The 
first two programmes, which were started in October 1980 and August 


1983 respectively, were closed and merged With the Jawahar Rozgar 
Yojana on 3ist March, 1989. 


The Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe people are provided 
legal assistance to fight against the tyrannies of the landlords and other 
exploiting classes. 40 beneficiaries under this programme of whom 39 


are Scheduled Caste and one Scheduled Tribe people have received 
assistance of Rs. 13,350/-. 
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Intercaste Marriage 


Government also provide incentives for intercaste marriage, i. e.» 
higher caste people marrying Scheduled Caste girls. 17 couples were 
given incentives in the Shape of money for intercaste marriage during last 
2 years ending 1989-90. The total expenditure under this programme 
was 51,000/-. 


Old-age, Widow and Disabled Persons Pension 


The Old-age and Widow Pension Scheme was introduced in the 
district from Ist April, 1975 with a view to providing social security for 
deserving destitutes, old and disabled persons. Persons of 60 years of 
age and above, widows of 18 years and above and disabled person of 5 
years and above with no other source of income are eligible to get this 
pension. Sub-Gollectors are the final authorities to sanction such pension. 
The amount of pension which was Rs. 40/- at first has been raised to 
Rs. 100/- per month since 2nd October, 1990. There were 54,787 old- 
age beneficiaries including 1,612 lepers, 5,476 small farmers, 8,429 
marginal farmers and 6,813 landless agricultural labourers under 
the Old-age, Widow and Disabled Persons Pension ‘Scheme. 
Besides, there were 34,296 widows and 3,689 disabled (1,555 blind and 
2,134 orthopaedically handicapped) beneficiaries in the district by 31st 
March, 1992 who were also sanctioned pension under this scheme. The 
Government spent Rs. 5,96 47,757 for the payment of pension and 
money order commission during 1991-92. 


Freedom Fighters Pension 


Both the Government of India and the State Government are 
providing pension to the persons who participated in the freedom struggle 
for the country. 509 and 629 freedom fighters received pension from 
the Central and the State Governments respectively during 1989-90. 
During this year, the Government of India sanctioned Rs. 40,25.457 
whereas the State Government paid Rs. 20,07,754 under this scheme. 


CHARITABLE ENDOWMENT 


A number of charitable endowments function in the district under 
the Charitable Endowment Act, 1890. Taese endowments render useful 
Services to society mainly in social and educational fields. These are 
financed out of fund/properties of the donors. The treasurer is the custo- 
dian of the funds and he distributes the income from these funds and 
Propetties to the selected persons according to the wishes of the donors. 


A brief account of the charitable endowments of the district is furnished 
below, 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


930 CUTTACK 


Nimai Charan Mitter Endowment Fund 


The Nimai Charan Mitter Endowment Fund was created in 1919 by 
late Rai Bahadur Nimai Charan Mitter with donation of Rs.2,400. 
Th: Chairman, District Board / Zilla Parishad, Cuttack was the 
administeator of the fund. Annual interest derived from the fund 
was spent on awarding a prize to a domiciled Bengalee student cf 
Orissa to prosecute his studies in the Cuttack Medcial College. Till 
1969, 51 students were benefited by the fund. The fund is not to 
operation now. 


The Cuttack Hindu Girls’ School Fund 


The Cuttack Hindu Girls’ School Fund was created by the 
Maharaja of Kendujhar with Rs.5,900. The income derived frcm the 
fund was utilised for the encouragement of Oriya language in accordance 
with the decision of the Managing Committee of the Ravenshaw Girts’ 
High School, Cuttack. 50 students were benefited by this scheme till 
1968. Since then the fund is not in operation. The Chairman, 
District Board / Zilla Parished, Cuttack was the administrator?of the fund. 


The Gouri Shyam Scholarship Fund 


A sum of Rs, 1,600 was donated by Babu Ram Govind Jagadeb 
in 1919 for creation of the fund. The income of the fund was 
awarded to the student who secured first position in Sanskrit Tol 
Examination. Till 1968, 50 students were benefited by the fund. 
Since thenthis fund is not in operation. The Chairman of District 
Board/Zilla Paraishad, Cuttack was the administrator of the fund. 


The Mavo Memorial Fand 


The Mayo Memorial Fund was founded by the leading Zamindars 
and Rajas of Cuttack, Puri and Baleshwar districts in 1912 with 
donation of Rs. 13,600 for encouragement of education in Orissa. The 
income of the fund was utilised in awarding two scholarships of 
Rs. 10 each tenable for two years at the Ravenshaw College of Cuttack 
to two students who were natives of or domiciled in Orissa and were 
wholly educated in Orissa School (s) and who stood next to the senior 
Government scholars of Orissa for the yeat in the then Intermediate 
Examination.in Arts or Science. 50 students were benefited till 1968, 
Since then this fund is not in operation. The Chairman, District 
Board / Zilla Parishad. Cuttack was the administrator of the fund. 
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The Mayarbhanj Scholarship Fund 


The Mayurbhanj Scholarship Fund was established by the Maharaja 
of Mayurbhanj in 1919 with a sum of Rs. 2,200 for encouragement 
of education in Orissa. The income of the fund was utilised as a 
scholarship to a student of the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. 50 
students were benefited by the fund till 1968. Since then the fund 
is not in operation. The Chairman, District Board/Zilla Parishad, Cuttack 
was the administrator of the fund. 


The Aruna and Amita Basu Prize Fund 


The Aruna and Amita Basu Prize Fund was created in 1934 by 
Mr. S. K. Basu with a donation of Rs.200/. The income of the fund 
was awarded to two best students of Class IX and IV of the 
Ravenshaw Girls’ School, Cuttack. 102 students Were benefited by the 
fund till 1984. Since then the fund is not in operation. The Collector, 
Cuttack and the Headmistress of the Ravenshaw Girls’ School are the 
joint administrator of the fund. 


Jajpur High School Fund 


The Jajpur High School Fund was created in 1934 witha sum of 
Rs. 1,000 The name of the founder of the fund is not known. 
The income of the fund is spent in general purpose of the Jajpur 
High School. 51 students were benefited by the fund till 1985. Since 


then the fund is not in operation. The Sub-Collector of Jajpur 1s the 
administrator of the fund. 


Dinabandhu Memorial Prize Fund 


The Dinabandhu Memorial Prize Fund was created by Raja Sankar 
Pratap Singh Deo Mahindra Bahadur, Ruling Chief of Dhenkanal 
ex-State with a sum of Rs.600. The interest of the fund is awarded 
to the best athlete-student of the Ravenshaw Collegiate School, Cuttack. 
52 students were benefited till 1985. Since then the fund is not in 
operation. The Secretary, Board of Revenue, Orissa, Cuttack and the 
Headmaster, Ravenshaw Collegiate School, Cuttack were the joint 
administrators of the fund. 


The Brahmananda Prize Fund 


A sum of Rs. 500 /-was donated by Babu Suryamoni Das of 
Jajpur in 1934. The interest of the fund was utilised as an award to 
a student of the Jajpur High School. 45 students were benefited till 
1985. Since then the fund is not in operation. The Headmaster, 
Jaipur High School, Jaipur isthe administrator of the fund. 
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The Sonepur State Peace Celepration Medal Fund, 1919 


The Sonepur State Peace Celebration Medal Fund was created by 
the Ruling Chief of the Sonepur ex-State in 1934 with a donation of 
Rs. 1,500. The income of the fund is meant towards two medals to 
two students, preferably from Sonepur ex-State. One of the medals 
was awarded to a student of Sonepur who passed his Matriculation 
Examination and the second medal was also awarded preferably to a 
Sonepur student reading in the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. 52 
students were benefited bythe fund till 1985. Sincethenthefund is not 
functioning. The Principal, Ravenshaw College, Cuttack is the 
administrator of the fund. 


The Orissa Mohamadan Hostel Trust Fund 


The Orissa Mohamadan Hostel Trust Fund was founded by 
Mohamadan Association of Cuttack in 1934 with a donation of Rs. 800. 
The income of the fund was awarded to two poor and meritcrious 
Mohamadan students reading in the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 
in form of books. 104 students were benefited by the fund till 1985. 
Since then the fund is not functioning. The Principal, Ravenshaw 
College, Cuttack is the administrator of the fund. 


Peck Memorial Scholarship Fund 


gEThe Peck Memorial Scholarship Fund was created in 1934 by 
Mr. N. F. Peck with Rs. 5,500, Interest; of the fund was utilised as 
scholarship to an Oriya student who was studying B. Sc. in the 
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack.?752 students were benefited by the fund 
till 1985. Since then the-{fund fis not in operation, The Principal, 
Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 1s the administrator of the fund. 


The Ravenshaw College Improyement Furd 


A sum:of;Rs. 3,300 was? donated by some Ruling Chiefs of Orissa 
ex-States in 1934. The income of the fund was utilised’ as scholar- 
ships to needy students of the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. 104 
students were benefited by the fund till 1985. Since then’ the fund 
is not in operation, The Principal, Ravenshaw College, Cuttack is 
the administrator of the fund. 


Maharani Sahiba Srimati [Lady Parvati’ Devi Sonepur State Chain in 
English ‘Trust Fund 

The Maharani Sahiba Srimati Lady Parvati Devi Sonepur State 
Chain in English Trust Fund was created by the Maharani Sahiba 
Srimati Lady Parvati Devi of Sonepur ex-State in 1934 witha donation 
of Rs. i,71,500. The income derived frem the furd was utilised for 
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the purpose of postgraduate education in English of Ravenshaw 
College. 51 persons were benefited by the fund till 1985. Since then 
the interest of the fund has not been released. The Director of Public 
Instruction, Orissa, Bhubaneshwar and the Principal, Ravenshaw College, 
Cuttack are the joint administrators of the fund. 


The Dhenkanal Scholarship Fund" 


The Dhenkanal Scholarship fund was founded by the Maharaja 
Bhagirathi Mahendra Bahadur in 1934 with Rs. 10,000. The income of 
the fund was awarded to two deserving Oriya students, who, after 
passing Matriculation Examination studied in the Ravenshaw College, | 
Cuttack. 104 students were benefited by the fund till 1985. Since then 
the fund is not in operation. The principal, Ravenshaw College, 
Cuttack is the administrator of the fund. 


The Ravenshaw Prize Fund 


A sum of Rs. 1,000/-was donated by Mr. T. E. Ravenshaw, 
formerly Commissioner of Orissa Division, for this fund in 1875. 
The income derived from the fund is utilised in awarding prizes each 
year to two students of the Ravenshaw Collegiate School, Cuttack and 
Ravenshaw Girls’ School, Cuttack for encouragement of Oriya language. 
102 students were benefited by the fund till 15th March, 1985. Since 
then the fund is not in operation. The Secretary, Board of Revenue, 
Cuttack is the administrator of the fund. 


The Wood Burn Prize Fund 


The Wood Burn Prize Fund was created by Rai Bahadur Jogesh 
Chandra in 1935 witha donation of Rs. 500. The income of the fund 
was awarded every year to a student of the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 
on the annual function of the College. 51 students were benefited by 
the fund till 1985. Since then the fund is not in operation. The 
Collector, Cuttack is the administrator of the fund. 


Mrs. Banks Memorial Fund 


Mrs. Banks Memorial Fund was created in 1935 witha donation of 
Rs. 500 by the teachers and students of the Ravenshaw Girls’ School, 
Cuttack to perpetuate the memory of Mrs. Banks, late Lady Principal 
of the school. The income of the fund was utilised as a prize to a 
student of the Ravenshaw Girls’ School. Th= Headmistress of the above 
school is the administrator of the fund. 42 students were benefited 
till 1976. Since then the fund is not in operation. 
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Ravenshaw Girls’ School Scholarship Fund 


The Ravenshaw Girls’ School Scholarship Fund was created by 
some rulers of Orissa ex-States with a donation of Rs. 8,000 in 1935. 
The income of the fund was awarded to a student of the Ravenshaw 
Girls’ School, Cuttack as scholarship. The number of beneficiaries was 
40 till 1984. Since then the fund is not in operation. The Headmistress, 
Ravenshaw Girls’ School is the administrator of the fund. 


Gouri Sankar Girls’ School Fund 


The Gouri Sankar Girls’ School Fund was founded by Babu Gouri 
Sankar Ray in 1936 witha sum of Rs. 4,300. The interest of the fund 
was utilised for the maintenance of the Girls’ School at Dikhitpara of 
the Cuttack district. The fund is not in operation since 1969, 
The Chairman, District Board / Zilla Parishad, Cuttack was the 
administrator of the fund. 


Rani Water-Supply Fund 


The Rani Water-Supply Fund was created in 1944. The name of 
the donor of the fund is not known. The interest of the fund was 
utilised for the improvement of water-supply in the Cuttack district. 
The Collector, Cuttack is the administrator of the fund . Since 1969 
the fund is not in operation. 


Nisha Iswar Scholarship Fund 


The Nisha Iswar Scholarship Fund was created by Smt. Manmo- 
hini Devi in 1951 with a sum of Rs. 1,000. Theincome of the fund 
was awarded to the best student of the Noda Upper Primary School 
of the district. The number of beneficiaries was 18 up to 1968. 
Since then the fund is not in operation. The Chairman, District 
Board/ Zilla Parishad, Cuttack was the administrator of the fund. 


Madhusudan Das Memorial Trust Fund 


The Madhusudan Das Memorial Trust Fund was created by Miss. 
Sailabala Das in 1946 with a sum of Rs.2,000. The income of 
the fund was donated to the student securing highest marks in essay 
competition either in Oriya or in English from amongst the students 
of the two top most classes of the Ravenshaw Girls’ School, Cuttack. 
The number of beneficiaries was 39 till 1985. Since then the fund is 


not in operation. The Principal, Ravenshaw College, Cuttack is the 
administrator of the fund, 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


OTHER SOCIAL SERVICES y55 
Shri Ram Chandra Bhanj Medical College Hospital Endowment Fuug 


The Shri Ram Chandra Bhanj Medical College Hospitetl Endowment 
Fund was created in 1927 with Rs. 57,700. Donor of the tund is 
not known, Interest of the fund was utilised for the improvement 
of the Shri Ram Chandra Bhanj Medical College Hospital. Interest 
of the fund has not been released since 1985. The Collector. Cutiock 
is the administrator of the fund. 


The Orissa Medical College Lady Dufferings’ Endowment Fund 


The Orissa Medical College Lady Dulferings’ Endowment Fued 
was created In 1946 with Rs. 15.600. Doner of the fund is not 
known, The Principal, Shri Ram Chandra Bhan} Medical College, 
Cuttack is the administrator of the fund. Interest of the Fund is rire 
to encourage lady students to prosecute medical education. Forty- 
six students were benefited by the fund till 1985. Since then interest 
of the fund has not been released. 


Ravenshaw Medical Prize Fynd 


The Ravenshaw Medical Prize Fund was created in L956 
sum of Rs. 2,500. The donor of the fund is not known. The tterast 
of the fund is utilised in awarding scholarship to the best werian 
Student of the Shri Ram Chandra Bhan} Medical College, Cuttack. 
The Secretary, Board of Revenue, Orissa, Cuttack is the adminis- 
trator of the fund. Twenty-nine students were benefited by the fund 
til 1985. Since then the fund is not in operation. | 


With a 


Gajalaxmi Trust Fund 


The Gajalaxmi Trust Fund was created in Notification INO. 712; 
ated the I8th March, 1932 of the Bihar and Orissa Government on a 
donation made by Babu Harish Chandra Sen. S/o Baby Rama Chandra 
Sen >f Kazibazar, Cuttack. The corpus of the fund consists 


Rs. 86,400 and some immovable Properties in Cuttack 
Collector, Cuttack 


d 


of 
TOW, 
is the administrator of the fend. The income 
of the above fund is utilised for some specified charitable purposes 
m such manner asthe administrator thinks ft. such as marriage of 
Poor and helpless unmarried Hindu girls, maintenance of helpless 
Widows of any caste or creed, treatment of helpless poor person; 


Su nery . . 
fering from any serious illness other than sexually transmitted 
diseases, 
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APPENDIX 


. The Industrial Disputes Act, 1947 and State Rules, 1959 


. The Industrial Employment Standing Order Act, 1946 and 


State Rules, 1946 


. The Trade Unions Act, 1926 and State Regulation, 1941 


. The Minimum Wages Act, 1948 and State Rules, 1954 


. The Orissa Shops and Commercial Establishments Act, 


1956 and Rules 1958 


. The Payment of Bonus Act, 1965 


. The Child Labours (Prohibition and Regulation) Act, 1956 
. The Payment of Wages Act, 1936 and Rules, 1936 


. The Maternity Benefit Act, 196i and State Rules, 1966 


The Working Journalist (Condition of Services and 
Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1955 


The Motor Transport Workers Act, 1961 and State Rules 
1966. 


The Workmen Compensation Act, 1923 and Rules, 1924 


The Bidi and Cigar Workers (Condition and Employment) 
Act, 1966 


The Orissa Industrial Establishment (Nationsal and Festival 
Holidays) Act, 1969 and Rules, 1972 


The Contract Labour (Regulation and Abolition) Act, 1970 
and Rules, 1975 


The Payment of Gratuity Act, 1972 


The Inter-State Migrant, Workmen (RE and CS) _ Act, 
1979 and State Rules, 1980 


The Equal Remuneration Act, 1976 


The Sales Promotion Employees (Condition and Service) 
Act, 1976 


The Fair Wages Contract Labour Regulation 
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PUBLIC LIFE AND VOLUNTARY SOCIAL SERVICE 
ORGANISATIONS 


PUBLIC LIFE 


General Elections 


Orissa became a separate province in the year 1936. In the next 
year it also had its first democratic election on a restricted franchise as 
one of the eleven Governor’s Provinces under the Government of India 
Act, 1935. The Government of India Act, 1935 provided Orissa with 
a single house of legislature called Legislative Assembly consisting of 
sixty members, 56 elected and 4 nominated. The district of Cuttack 
elected/nominated 19 members to Legislative Assembly inthe first ever 
democratic election. The members were Nityananda Kanungo, Jadumani 
Mangaraj, Rajkrushna Bose, Bichitrananda Das, Sarala Devi, 
Nabakrushna Choudhury, Lokanath Mishra, Dwarikanath Das, Pyari- 
shankar Ray, Sadhucharan Das, Atala Behari Acharya, Brajanath 
Mishra, Brajasundar Das, Rangalal Modi, Birakishor Behera, Birabara 
Narayan Chandra Dhir Narendra, Saiyed Fazle Haque,Khan Bahadur 
Sayed Ahmed Buksh and Kinai Samal. The district was also represented 
in the election of 1946 which was conducted on a restricted franchise, 
There was no change in the number of elected/nominated members. 
The second-link Assembly, which was constituted in 1946, continued to 
function till 1952 with the addition of 31 nominated members from 26 
princely states which merged with Orissa in 1948. After adoption 
of the new Constitution on 26th January, 1950 a number of elections 
to Lok Sabha and State Assembly have been held from 1951-52 to 
1990-91 under the eegis of universal adult suffrage. This was markedly 
different from the restricted franchise practiscd in earlier elections. 


In Orissa the poll was completed in 36 days during the first General 
Elections of 1951-52 whereas inthe second General Elections of 1957, 
the 1961 State Assembly Mid-term elections and the 1962 Lok Sabha 
Elections the polling lasted for fourteen, five and seven days respectively. 
Since the Elections of 1967, one-day poll has been introduced. However, in 
the elections of 1974, even though the polling was scheduled to be 
completed ina single day, it actually lasted for three days dve toa 
strike caused by Government employees. In the years 1951-52 and 1957 
the elections were conducted on balloting system of voting but thereafter 
marking system of voting came into vogue. 
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REPRESENTATION OF THE DISTRICT IN THE UNION AND STATE 
LEGISLATURES 


During the first Lok Sabha elections of 1951-52, the district of 
Cuttack was delimited into two single-member Parliamentary constitueacies, 
i.c., Kendraparha and Cuttack. In the elections of 1957, the district had 
one double-member constituency, i.e., Kendraparha and one single-member 
constituency, namely Cuttack. Since 1962, the district continued to have 
three single-member Parliamentary constituencies till 1977 when the 
district was delimited into four constituencies electing one member 
each tothe Lok Sabha. The number was identical tillthe last Lok Sabha 
elections of 1991. These constituencies were Jajpur (Scheduled Castes), 
Cuttack, Kendraparha and Jagatsinghapur. 


For the purpose of State Assembly, Cuttack district was delimited 
into 22 constituencies which elected 26 members during the Gencral 
Elections of 1951-52. The Assembly constituencies of Jajpur, Binjharpur, 
Salepur and Cuttack (Rural) elected double-members to the Vidhan Sabha. 
During 1957 General Elections, the number of constituencies decreased 
to 18 but five of them, viz. Cuttack Sadar, Jagatsinghapur, Salepur, 
Dharmasala and Jajpur were double-member constituencies. In 1961 
Mid-term elections, all double-member Assembly constituencies were 
abolished. Thedistrict was constituted into 24 singleemember counsti- 
tuencies. The number was same for 1967 and 1971 General Elections. 
During 1974, the district was delimited into 26 single-emember constitu- 
encies and thereafter, in all other clections until the last one in 1990 
the same number continued to exist. The Parliamentary constituency 
of Jajpur has been divided into the Assembly constituencies of Sukinda, 
Korei, Jajpur, Dharmasala, Barachana, Bari-Derabis and Binjharpur : 
. the Kendraparha Parliamentary constituency includes Assembly 

constituencies of Aul, Pattamundai, Rajnagar, Kendraparha, Patkura, 
Kishannagar and Mahanga; the Assembly constituencies of Salepur, 
Cuttack Sadar, Cuttack City, Chaudwar, Banki, Athagarh and Badamba 
come under the Cuttack Pailiamentry constituency and the Assembly 
constituencies of Tirtol, Erasama, Balikuda, Jagatsinghapus, Govindpur, 


Nimaparha and Kakatpur constitute the Parliamentrary constituency 
of Jagatsinghapur. 
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The details of the present territorial limits of the Assembly consti- 
tuencies of the district are given below: 


Sl. Name of the Extent of the Constituency 


No. Constituency 
(1) (2) (3) 
1. Sukinda Sukinda police-station (excluding Munda- 


mal village) and Chakradharput, 
Kabatabandha, Madhusudanpur§ and 
Rekhadeipur Grama Panchayats in 
Dharmashala police-station in Jajpur 
Subdivision 


2. Korei Korei police-station, Mundamal village 
in Sukinda  police-station, Panasa, 
Nathsahi, Malanandapur, Maheswarpur, 
Upper-Baruhan, Similia, | Bhuinpur 
and Mangarajpur Grama Panchayats 
in Jajpur police-station and Pahanga 
and Laxminagar Grama _ Panchayats 
in Dharmashala police-station in Jajpur 
Subdivision 


3, Jajpur (S. C.) Jajpur police-station (excluding Panasa, 
Nathsahi, Malanandapur, Maheswara - 
pur, Upper-Baruhan, Similia, Bhuinpur, 
part Santrapur, Mangarajpur, Palatapur, 

Chasakhanda, Biripata and Nandipur 
° Grama Panchayats) in Jajpur Sub- 
division 


4. Dharmashala Dharmashala police-station (excluding 
Pahanga, Laxminagar, Chakradharpur, 
Kabatabandha, Madhusudanpur, 
Rekhadeipur, Aruha, Thanual, Part 
Kotepur and Kantigadia Grama 
Panchayats) and part Santrapur Grama 
Panchayats in Jajpur police-station in 
Jajpur Subdivision 


5. Barachana Barachana police-station and  Aruha, 
Thanual, part Kotepur and Kantigadia, 
- Grama Panchayats in Dharmashala police- 
Station in Jajpur Subdivision 


ss 
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Sl. Name of the | Extent of the Constituen 
No. Constituency EE 
(1) (2) (3) 
6. Bari-Derabis Angalo, Mahakalparha, Amatpur, 


Mandari, Dharpur, Balia, Golkunda, 
Bari, Allipur and Anyasipur Grama 
Panchayats in Binjharpur Ppolice-station 
in Jajpur Subdivision and Indupur, 
Kutarang, Kora, part Ghagara, Nikirei, 
Endor, Kusiapal, Kaupada, Golarhat, 
Chhoti, Nahanga, Raghudeipur and 
Laxminarayanpur Grama Panchayats 
in Kendraparha  police-station in 
Kendraparha Subdivision 


7. Binjharpur (S, C.) Palatpur, | Chasakhanda, Biripata and 
Nandipur Grama Panchayats in Jajpur 
police-station and Binjharpur police: 
Station (excluding Angalo, Mahakal- 
parha, Amatpur, Mandari, Dharpur, 
Balia, Golkunda, Bari, Allipur and 
Anyasipur Grama Panchayats) in 
Jajpur Subdivision 


8 Aul Aul police-station in Kendraparha Sub- 
division 

9, Pattamundai (S. C.) Pattamundai police-station in Kendraparha 
Subdivision 

10. Rajnagar Rajnagar and Mahakalparha police-stations 


in Kendraparha Subdivision 


11. Kendraparha Kendraparha police-station (excluding 
Indupur, Kutarang, Kora, _ part 
Ghagara, Nikirei, Endor, Kusiapal, 
Kaupada, Golarhat, Chhoti, Nahangs, 
Raghudeipur and Laxminarayanput 
Grama Panchayats) and part  Jalapok, 
Marshaghai, Part Manikunda and 
Dumuka Grama Panchayats in Patkura 
police-station in Kendraparha Sub- 
division 


' . * t 
12. Patkura Patkura pPpolice-station (excluding pa 
Jalapok, Marshaghai, part Manikunda 
and Dumuka Grama Panchayats) 10 
Kendraparha Subdivision 


a 
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SI. Name of the 
No. Constituency 


(1) (2) 


————__- 


13. Tirtol 


14. Erasama 


15. Balikuda 


16. Jagatsinghapur (S. C.) 


17, Kishannagar 


18. Mahanga 


19. Salepur (S. C.) 
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Extent of the Constituency 


(3) 
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Tirtol police-station (excluding Mallasahi, 
Patapur, Kujang, Gopiakuda, Pankapal, 
part Mangarajpur and Gandakipur 
Grama Panchayats) in Jagatsinghapur 
Subdivision 


Erasama and Paradeep police-stations and 
Mallasahi, Patapur, Kujang, Gopta- 
kuda, Pankapal, patt Mangarajpur 
and Gandakipur Grama _ Panchayats 
in Tirtol police-Station in Jagatsinghapur 
Subdivision 


Balikuda police-station in Jagatsinghapur 
Subdivision 


Jagatsinghapur police-Station (excluding 
Gualipur, Jaganathpur, Tarikund, 
Tarapur, Redhua, part Raghunathpur, 
Adheikul, part Purunabasant, Palasole 
and Singharpur Grama _ Panchayats) 
in Jagatsinghapur Subdivision 


Gualipur, Jaganathpur, Tarikund, Tarapur, 
Redhua, part Raghunathpur, Adheikul, 
part Purunabasant, Palasole and Singhar- 
pur Grama Panchayats in Jagatsinghapur 
police-station in Jagatsinghapur Sub- 
division, and  Kishannagar  police- 
station and  Orati, Narendrapur, 
Bandhakatia and Nageshpur Grama 
Panchayats in Salepur _ police-station 
in Cuttack Sadar Subdivision 


Mahanga police-station and Sukarapada, 
Asureswar and Nischintakoili Grama 
Panchayats in Salepur police-station in 
Cuttack Sadar Suddivision 


Salepur police-station (excluding Orati, 
Narendrapur, Bandhakatia, Nageshpur, 
Sukarapada, Asureswar, Nischintakoili, 
Madhyakacha and Mutarifa Grama 
Panchayats) in Cuttack Sadar  Sub- 
division 


——— a 


962 CUTTACK 


a 


ae er 








SI. Name of the Extent of the Constituency 
No. Constituency 

(1) (2) | (3) 

20. Govindput GoVindpur police-station in Cuttack 


Sadar Subdivision 


Ward Nos. 23 and 26 to 30 in Cuttack 
al Catact Srene City and Cuttack Sadar police-station 
(excluding Madhupur, Naraj, Ramdaspur 
and Kakhadi Grama Panchayats) 
in Cuttack Sadar Subdivision 


22. Cuttack City Cuttack City (excluding Ward Nos. 23 and 
26 to 30) 
23. Chaudwar Chaudwar and Tangi police-stations aad 


Madhyakacha and Mutarifa Grama 
Panchayats in Salepur  police-station 
in Cuttack Sadar Subdivision 


94. Banki Banki Subdivision and Madhupur, Naraj 
and Ramadaspur Grama Panchayats in 
Cuttack Sadar police-station in Cuttack 
Sadar Subdivision 


25. Athagarh Gurudijhatia, Athagarh and _— Tigiria 
police-stations and Avirampur, 
Maniabandha and Khuntakata Grama 
Panchayats in Badamba _ police-station 
in Athagarh Subdivision and Kakhadi 
Grama Panchayat in Cuttack Sadar 
Police-station in Cuttack Sadar Sub: 
division 


26. Badamba Kanpur and Narasinghapur  police- 
stations and Badamba _ Police-station 
(excluding Avirampur, Maniabandha 
and Khuntakata Grama Panchayats) 
in Athagarh Subdivision 
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Political Parties and Organisations 


From 1952to 1977 the main parties involved in electoral politics 
of the district were Socialist Party, Praja Socialist Party, Indian 
National Congress, Swatantra Party, Forward Block, Communist 
Party of India, Janasangha and Kissan Mazdoor Praja Party. The 
regional parties like Utkal Congress, Jana Congress and Ganatantra 
Parishad were also main contenders in_ electoral battles. 
Since 1977 when Janata Party was formed, mainly Congress, 
Janata Party, Janata Dal, Communist Party of India, 
Communist Party of India (Marxist)’ and Bharatiya Janata Party 
were inthe forefront of the election battles inthe district till 1991, 


General Elections of 1952 


After promulgation of the Constitution in 1950, the First General 
Elections to both Parllamsnt and State Assembly were held in 
January 1952, 


Lok Sabha 


Cuttack district was delimited into two single-member Parlta- 
mentary Constituencies, viz., Kendraparha and Cuttack in the First 
General Elections of 1952. There were 4,09,630 voters in Kendraparha 
Constituency. A total number of 1,73,806 valid votes were polled 
giving a percentage of 43°38 with that of the total number of voters. 
A National Congress candidate szcuring 84,540 votes, i.e, 48°64 per 
cent, got elected from the Kendraparha Parliamentary Constituency. 
The other parties in electoral fray were the Kissan Mazdoor Praja 
Party andthe Socialist Party. Inthe Cuttack Parliamentary Consti- 
tuency, of the total 3,99,482 voters 1,64,145 valid votes, ie., 41°08 
per cent were polled. Here also the Indian National Congress captured 
the Lok Sabha seat and its candidate secured 89,387 votes, 1.e.,, 
54°47 per cent. The other contestants were fromthe Communist Party, 
the Socialist Party and the Kissan Mazdoor Praja Party (KMPP). 


Vidhan Sabha 


In 1952 State Assembly Elections, Cuttack district was delimited 
into 22 Assembly Constituencies including four double-member 
constituencies, ie, Jajpur, Binjharpur, Salepur and Cuttack Rural. 
One ofthe seats in each double-member constituency was reserved for 
a Scheduled Caste candidate. Besides Independents, Congress, 
Communist, Socialist, Ganatantra Parishad and Kissan Mazdoor 
Praja Party were the other political parties which fielded candidates 
for this Vidhan Sabha Election. 
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Lok Sabha Elections of 1962 


The district of Cuttack was delimited into three Parliamentary 
Constituencies, viz., Cuttack, Jajpur and Kendraparha. The Jajpur 
Constituency was reserved for Scheduled Caste candidate. 


The details of the Lok Sabha Elections of 1962 is given below: 








Name of the Constituency TotalNo. of Party won Total votes 
voters secured by 
the party 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
Cuttack 434,807 Congress 88.340 
Jajpur (S.C.) 4,76,679 Congress 80,748 
Kendraparha 4,89,055 P. S. P. 99,591 








——. 


General Elections of 1967 


In 1967, elections to Lok Sabha and Vidhan Sabha were completed 
i asingle day, i.e., on 21st February, 1967. 


Lok Sabha Elections of 1967 


Like previous elections, the district had three Parliamentary Consti- 
tuencies, viz., Cuttack, Jajpur and Kendraparha for the Lok Sabha 
Elections. Like the 1962 Lok Sabha Elections, Jajpur Constituency 
Was reserved for Scheduled Castes. 


The following table gives details of 1967 Lok Sabha Elections in the 
district of Cuttack : 














Name of the Total No. Total No. Percentage Party won Total 
Constituency of of valid of col. 2 votes 
voters votes to 3 secured 
polled 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
ee 
Cuttack 5,47,421 2,76,875 50°57 Congress —-1,03,710 
Jajpur (S. C.) 5,37,526 2,95,054 5489 PSP. 1,71,207 
Kendraparha 5,61,875 3,44,263 61°27 P.S. P. 2,20,582 
ae ee ee 
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Vidhan Sabha Elections of 1967 


Like 1961 Mid-term Elections, 
constituencies in 1967 Assembly Elections. 
Pattamundai, 
Cuttack Sadar were reserved for Scheduled Caste candidates. 


five vizZ., 


Binjharpur, 


the district was 


Jajpur 


delimited 


to 24 


Of the 24 constituencies, 
East, Jagatsinghapur and 


Besides 


Independents, mainly six Political parties namely Congress, Swatantra, 
Praja Socialist Party, Jana Congress, Communist Party and Janasangha 
contested the Assembly Elections in the district in 1967. 


The table below gives further details concerning the AsSembly Elections 








of 1967: 
Name of the Total Total Percentage Party won Total 
Constituency No. of No. of of col. votes 
voters valid votes 2to3 secured 
by party 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Sukinda 66,226 30,371 45°85 Congress 13,005 
Dharmashala 76,226 42,085 55°18 P. S. P. 14,798 
Barachana 76,865 47,417 61°68 P.S. P. 19,639 
Binjharpur (S. C.) 77,077 41,064 53°27 P.S. P. 25,030 
Jajpur East (S. C.) 77,212 35,016 45°35 Jana Congress 21,293 
Jajpur West 75,914 35,897 47°28 Congress 14,008 
Aul 73,890 44,921 60°79 Congress 15,049 
Pattamundai (S. C.) 80,302 48,791 60°75 P.S. P. 26,924 
Rajnagar 76,820 48.022 62°51 Independent 18,739 
Kendraparha 82,069 53,412 65°08 P.S. P. 32,735 
Patkura 86,754 55,334 63°78 P.S.P. 31,712 
Tirtol 73,578 46,815 63°62 P. 8. P. 26,379 
Erasama 79,815 52,606 65°90 Communist 21,909 
Balikuda 85,191 42,905 50°36 P.S. P. 20,401 
Jagatsinghapur (S. C.) 84,582 39,513 46°71 P.S. P. 22,320 
Govindpur 72,338 35,739 49°40 Jana Congress 14,398 
Salepur 82,420 42,839 51°97 Jana Congress 24,363 
Mahanga 80,419 45,355 56°37 P.S. P. 27,943 
Chaudwar 83,370 43,925 52°68 P.5S. P. 10,706 
Cuttack City 72,033 39,080 54°25 Congress 15,525 
Cuttack Sadar (8.C.) 79,118 34,808 43°99 Congress 13,188 
Banki 70,789 40,951 37°84 Independent 18,407 
Athagarh 63,224 34,802 55°04 Jana Congress 10,063 
__Badamba 78,146 42,601 54°51 Jana Congress 16,018 
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Fifth General Elections of 1971 


Orissa Legislative Assembly was dissolved on 231d January, 1971. In the 
meantime schedule for Fifth General Elections to Lok Sabha was declared. 
Thus, the Election Commission decided to synchronise Assembly poll 
with that of the Lok Sabha poll on 5th March, 1971. 


Vidhan Sabha Elections of 1971 


Like the preceding election, the district had been delimited to 24 
Assembly constituencies including five Scheduled Caste constituencies 
of Binjharpur, Jajpur East, Jagatsinghapur, Pattamundai and Cuttack 
Sadar. There were altogether nine political parties which participated 
in the Vidan Sabha Elections of the district. The parties were Utkal 
Congress, Jana Congress, Indian National Congress, Indian National 
Congress(Organisation), Communist Party of India, Communist Party 
of {ndia (Marxist), Praja Socialist Party, Sanjukta Socialist Party and 


Swatantra Party. 


The details of the 1971 Assembly Elections to the district are given 
in the following table: 


Name of the Total Total Percen- Party won Total 

Constituency No. of No. of tage of votes 
voters valid col, 2 secured 

votes to 3 by 

party 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Sukinda 74,366 32,752 44°04 Utkal Congress 10,370 
Dharmashala 81,926 39,250 47°90 Praja Socialist Party 13,779 
Barachana 84,802 46,735 SS11 Utkal Congress 14,327 
Binjharpur (S. C.) 86,081 39,871 4631 Indian National 19,057 

Congress 

Jajpur West 84,986 45,126 53°09 IN. C. 15,016 
Jajpur East (S.C) —- 85,630 40,758 47°59 U. C. 23,202 
Aul 81,617 51,038 62°53 Swatantra 12,462 
Pattamundai(S.C.) 89,351 46,114 51°60 UU. Cc, 15,633 
Rajnagar 91,299 54,487 $967 U.C. 17,684 
Kendraparha 88,534 54,304 6133 P.S.P. 17,374 
Patkura 94,124 56,769 60°31 0. Cc. 22,540 
Tittol 11,165 = 48,353. 6217—s«U.C.. 24,673 
Erasama 85,898 57,123 67°19 U; Cc. 28,141 
Balikuda 91,031 49,477 54°35 ILN.C. 12,907 
Jagatsinghapur (S.C.) 89,845 41,005 4563 I.N.C. 20,841 


ee 
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Name of the Total Total Percen- Party won Total 
Constituency No. of — No. of tage of votes 
voters valid col, 2 secured 
votes to 3 by 
party 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Govindpur 79,971 43,855 54°83 IN. C. 23,992 
Salepur 87,320 51,925 59°46 =6dUL CS. 24,333 
Mahanga 87,695 47,498 54116 U.C. 15,950 
Chaudwar 88,175 48,548 55°05 ENC, 18,392 
Cuttack City 74,373 37,927 54°99 IN. C. 13,008 
Cuttack Sadar(S.C.) 85,210 33,621 45°45 IN. C. 13,150 
Banki 77,323 43,150 55°80 VU. C. 16,533 
Athagarb 68,909 37,492 54°34 Independent 10,454 
Swatantra 18,897 


Badamba 83,995 44,258 52°69 


The Lok Sabha Constituencies for 1971 Elections werethe same as 
in the preceding elections. The Indian National Congress, 
Indian National Congress (Organisation), Utkal Congress and Praja 
Socialist Party were the main contestants in this Lok Sabha Elections 
in the district. 


The table below gives further details ; 








Name of the Total Total! 


Percen- Party won Total 
Constituency No. of No. of tage of votes 
voters valid cols. 2 secute d 
yotes & 3 by 
party 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 
Jajpur (S.C,) 5,94,393 3,08,875 51°96 IN. C, 1,49,208 
Kendraparha 6,12,635 3,70,982 60°55 U. C. 1,23,689 
Cuttack 5,835,928 2,97 ,637 50°79 I. N.C. 1,54,707 





General Elections of 1974 Vidhan Sabha 


The Sixth General Elections to Legislative Assembly was due in 
1976 but Vidhan Sabha was dissolved on 1st March,1973. This warranted 
fresh elections which the Election Commission decided to conduct on 
22nd, 24th and 26th of February, 1974. -The number of Assembly 
Constituencies for Vidhan Sabha elections were raised from 24 to 26, 
Apart from the Independents, Indian National Congress, Indian National 
Congress (Organisation), Utkal Congress, Bharatiya Jan Sangha, 
Communist Party of India, Communist Party of India (Marxist) and 


Swatantra Party were the main political parties which contested the 
Elections of 1974 from the district. 
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Other details concerning this Assembly Elections in the district are 
given inthe following table: 





—— —  —_ 


Name of the Total No. Total No. — Percen- Party won Votes 
Constituency of voters of valid tage of secured by 
votes Cols. 2 winning 

and 3 party 

(1) (2) (3) (4) GS) (6) 
Sukinda 72,155 42,334 58°67 ILN.C 14.674 
Korei 85,457 55,841 65°63 U. C 29,129 
Jajpur (S.C.) 88,162 48,074 54°55 U. C 26,571 
Dharmashala 80,765 49,886 61°77 I. N.C. 25,171 
Barachana 85,113 55,773 65°53 Cc. PL 18,574 
Bari-Derabis 81,907 53,088 64°81 U. C. 25,249 
Binjharpur (S.C.) 82,982 43,441 §2°31 I. N.C. 18,507 
Aul 86,072 55,446 64°33 Swatantra 18,535 
Pattamundai (S.C.) 95,765 + —-60,249 82°91 I. N.C. 29,889 
Rajnagar 80,584 61,990 76°92 U. C. 39 889 
K endraparha 78,890 58,335 73°94 U. C. 27,416 
Patkura 94,418 67,428 741 U. C. 33,967 
Tirtol 96,008 68,597 71°44 U. C. 36,940 
Frasama 89,354 68,199 16°32 Cc. PL 40,133 
Balikuda 83,845 55,078 65°69 I. N.C. 24,795 
Jagatsinghapur(S.C.) 91,114 58,560 64:27 I. N.C. 27,617 
Kishannagar 83,931 52,951 63°09 U. C. 26,363 
Mahanga 76,534 53,156 69°45 I. N.C. 26,231 
Salepur (S.C.) 77,601 44,533 57°39 I. N.C. 18,694 
Govindpur 86,183 51,481 59°73 I. N.C. 16,123 
Cuttack Sadar 80,485 48,510 60°27 I. N.C. 29 629 
Cuttack City 79,298 39,660 50°01 U. C. 19,745 
Chaudwar 17,680 54,464 70°11 I N.C. 27,339 
Banki 86,136 54,548 63°33 Independent 20,614 
Athagarh 87,433 56,826 64°99 Independent 26,458 
Badamba 85,370 47,821 S601 Swatantra 13,863 

een 
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Sixth General Elections, Lok Sabha, 1977 

For the purpose of Parliamentary Elections of 1977 the 
district was delimited into four constituencies, viz., Jaipur (Scheduled 
Castes), Kendraparha, Jagatsinghapur and Cuttack. Besides Independents, 
candidates belonging to Indian National Congress, Communist Party of 
India, Socialist Unit Centre and Bharatiya Lok Dal contestec the 
election. 


The table below gives further details of 1977 Lok Sabha Elections 
in the district: 








—_—-_ —— 


Name of the Total No. Total No.  Percen- Party won Total 
Constituency of voters of valid tage of votes 
votes cols. 2 secured 
3 by winning 
Party 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (@) 
Jajpur (S.C.) - 6,11,171  3,16,767 51°83 Bharatiya Lok Dal 1,711,195 
Kendraparha ea 6,29 ,067 3,96,224 62°99 Bharatiya Lok Dal 2,65 868 
Jagatsingahpur 6,54,214  4,10,182 62°70 Bharatiya Lok Dal = 2,28,620 
Cuttack be 6,23,921 3,30,152 52°91 Bharatiya Lok Dal 1,76,445 





Seventh General Elections of 1977 


After Vidhan Sabha Elections of 1974 normallythe Seventh Generat 
Elections would have been held in 1979. But the Sixth General Elections 
to the Lok Sabha was held in March 1977 and the new Government 
which came to power in Delhi decided to have fresh elections for the Legis- 
lative Assemblies of some States including that of Orissa. Accordingly, 
Orissa State Assembly was dissolved by a presidential proclamation 
on 30th April, 1977. The Election Commission of India fixed 10th 
June, 1977 as the date for elections tothe Orissa Legislative Assembly, 
Accordingly, elections were held in the district on the aforesaid date. 


Vidhan Sabha, 1977 


Like the preceding election, there were twenty-six Assembly Cons- 
tituencies for the Seventh Vidhan Sabha Elections in the district, 
Five of the constituencies were reserved for Scheduled Castes. The 
striking feature of this election wasthat in majority of constituencies 
there were straight contests rather than multicorner ones. Janata 
Party, Congress, Communist Party of India and Socialist Unit Centre 
of India (SUCI) were the main political parties that fought the 
Assembly Elections of 1977 in the district. 
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The following table provides further details 
Vidhan Sabha Elections: 


concerning 1977 








ge 











Name of the Total No. Total No.  Percen-~ Party won Total 

Constituency of voters of valid tage of votes 
votes cols. 2 secured by 

& 3 party 

(1) (2) (3) (4) (S) (6) 
Sukinda 79,881 32,843 4-it Janata Party PZ,053 
Korel 91,044 49,164 54°00 LI (to 29.156 
Jajpur (S.C.) 92,522 42,692 46°14 Ditto 25 606 
Dharmashala 85,295 46,926 55°02 Ditto 24,474 
Barachana 89,092 50,501 56°68 Ditto 21.648 
Bari-Derabis 86,534 43,663 50°46 Ditto 21,939 
Biniharpur (S. C.) 87,920 30,187 34°33 Ditto 15,909 
Aul 90,542 51,427 56°80 Ditto 28,976 
Pattanwndai($,C.) —-1,00,272 37,289 37°19 Ditto 22.538 
Rajnagar 88,223 52,129 59°09 Ditto 32,197 
Kendraparha 83,522 48,926 58°58 Ditto 30,187 
Patkura 98,281 50,335 22 Ditto 32,424 
Tirtol 1,00,136 55,481 55°41 Ditto 36,626 
Erasama 97,787 64,306 65°76 Ditto 33,642 
Balikuda 87,602 51,793 712 Ditto 28,736 
Jagatsinghapur (8.C.) 95,566 52,045 54°46 Ditto 27,918 
Kishannagar 88,524 45,747 51°68 Ditto 26,040 
Mahanga 80,575 41,893 51°99 Ditto 26,323 
Salepur (S.C.) 81,891 33,921 41°42 Ditto 23,253 
Govindpur 91,540 47,863 52°29 Ditto 20,015 
Cuttack Sadar 89,910 42,503 47°27 Ditto 23,973 
Cuttack City .. 97,749 39,128 40°03 Ditto 23,043 
Chaudwar 86,413 44,444 51°43 Ditto 28,086 
Banki 90,316 © 50,743 =“ S618 Congress 26,658 
Athagarh 91,661 41,965 45'78 Janata Party 18,364 
Badamba 88,889 41,896 4713 Independent 12,356 


a 
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Seventh Lok Sabha Elections, 1980 


On 3rd January, 1980, elections were held for the Seventh Lok 
Sabha. Like preceding elections, the district was divided into four 
Parliamentary Constituencies, viz., Jajpur, Kendraparha, Cuttack and 
Jagatsinghapur. Besides Independents, Congress. Janata ( Charan Singh), 
Janata (S), and Janata (J.P.) took part in the Parliamentary elections of 
1980 from the district. 


Other details of 1980 Lok Sabha Elections are given below : 


—— 


Name of the Total Total Percen- Name of the Total 
Constituency No.of No.of tage of party won votes 
voters valid cols. 2 polled 
votes & 3 by 
polled winning 
party 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) 


gn 


Jajpur (S.C.) 6,72,423 3,62,729 53°94 Congress 1,91,676 
Kendraparha 6,89,449 4,22,753 63°31 Janata (S) 1,77,579 
Cuttack 7,04,852 3,68,514 52°28 Congress 2,19,831 
Jagatsinghapur 7,30,554  4,62,012 63°24 Congress 2,28,795 


Vidhan Sabha Klections. 1980 


Orissa Assembly was dissclved on 17th February, 1980 by 
Presidential Proclamation under Article 356 of the Constitution of 
India. Elections to the Orissa Legislative Assembly was held on 31st 

. May, 1980. Accordingly, 26 constituencies in the district went to poll 

on the aforesaid date . Apart from the Independents, Indian National 
Congress (I), Indian National Congress (U), Communist Party of T:dia, 
Socialist Unit Centre of India, Bharatiya Janata Party, Janata (S) 
and Janata (J) were the other political parties which contested the 
Vidhan Sabha elections from the district in 190. 
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The table below furnishes other details of 1980 Vidhan Sabha 





Elections: 
Name of the Total 
Constituency No. of 
voters 
(1) (2) 
Sukinda 91,727 
Korei 99,572 
Jajpur (S.C.) 1,02,463 
Barachana 98.407 
Bari-Derabis 94,245 
Binjharpur (S.C.) 96,415 
Aul 1,00,080 
Pattamundai(S.C.) —-1,08,415 
Rajnagar 99,774 
Kendraparha 91,492 
Patkura 1,06,454 
Tirtol! 1,07, 639 
Erasama — 1,16,148 
Balikuda 97,882 


Jagatsinghapur (3.C.) 1,05,491 


Kishannagar 96,248 
Mahanga 88,301 
Salepur (S.C.) 90,193 
Govindpur 1,062,061 
Cuttack Sadar 1,06,716 
Cuttack City 1,37,019 
Chaudwar 93,745 
Banki 97,546 
Athagarh 1,00,242 
Badamba 96,660 


Total 
No. of 
valid 
votes 
polled 


(3) 


54,767 


62,371 
48,156 
65,142 
58,747 
43,829 


63,597 
38,371 


68,567 
57,356 
67,168 


72,330 
79,456 

63,997 
90,288 
59,238 


57,313 
46,373 


62,451 
55,035 
40,157 
60,765 


63,421 
52,581 
57,058 





Percen- 

tage of 
Cols .2 
& 3 


(4) 


59.71 


62°64 
47°00 


45°46 
63°55 
35°39 
68°72 
62°69 
63°10 
67°20 
68°41 
65°38 
47°66 
61°61 
64°97 
54°80 
61-26 
51°53 
29°35 
64°88 
65°09 
52°45 
59°03 


Party won 


(3) 


Congress (1) 


Janata (S) 
Congress (1) 

Congress {}) 

Janata (S} 


Coneress (I) 


Janata (S) 


Congress (1) 


Janata (S) 
Congress (1) 


Janata (S) 


Congress (I) 
Janata (S) 


Congress (1) 


Independent 
Congress (f) 
Congress (1) 

Janata (S) 

Congress (1) 

Congress (1) 
Congress (1) 
Congress (I) 

Congress (I) 

Congress (1) 





Votes 
polled 
by 


winning 


party 


(6) 


22,640 

33,214 
25,642 
35,121 
32,051 
20,519 


32,505 
24,916 


37,902 
29,459 
34,953 


37,627 
34,940 
36,246 

21,586 
18,858 


27,623 
28,397 
21,997 
25,735 
23,620 
31,131 
26,725 
30,702 
27,907 


Percen- 


tarve 


54°38 

+61 
54°94 
55°55 
47.80 
51°96 
66°25 


49°05 
58°82 
36°01 
47°85 
59°72 
52°66 
43°14 
59°68 
50°15 
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Ninth Lek Sabha Elections, 1989 


For the 1989 Lok Sabha Elections, the district was delimited into 
four Parliamentary constituencies, viz., Jajpur (S.C.), Kendraparha, 
Cuttack and Jagatsinghapur. The political parties which fought the 1989 
Lok Sabha Elections from the district were Congress, Janata, Janata (J. P.), 
Communist Party of India, Bahujana Samaj Party and Dura Darshi 
Party. 


The table below furnishes further information concerning 1989 
Lok Sabha Elections : 














Name of the Total No. Total No. Percentage Partywon Votes secured 
Constituency of of of Cols. 2 
voters valid & 3 
votes 
polled 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (G) 
Jajpur (S. C.) - 9,32,291 6,33,774 67°98 Janata 3,26,710 
Kendraparha “i 909,828  6,27,566 68°98 Janata 3,48,881 
Cuttack a 9,61,945 6,55,187 68°11 Janata 4,14,828 
Jagatsinghapur 4 9,71,586  6,97,992 71°84 Communist 4,038,057 


Party of India 





Tenth Vidhan Sabha Elections, 1990 


The Tenth General Elections to the Orissa Legislative Asse:nbly 
was held in February 1990. Like the preceding elections, the district 
had 26 Assembly constituencies. Apart from the Independents, 
Bharatiya Janata Party, Janata Dal, Congress, Janata Party, Bahujana 
Samaj Party, Communist Party of India, Communist Party of India 
(Marxist), Bira Oriya Party, Orissa Vikas Party and Bharatiya Dhruba 
Labour Party fielded their candidates for the Vidhan Sabha elections. 
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The following table provides cther details of the Vidhan Se bha 
Elections, 1990 in the district : 





Name of the 
Constituency 


(1) 


Sukinda 
Korei 
Jajpur (S.C.) 


Dharmashala 


Barachana 
Bari-Derabis 
Binjharpur (S.C.) 
Aul 


Pattamundai (S.C.) . 


Rajnagar 


Kendraparha 
Patkura 
Tirtol 


Erasama 


Balikuda 
Jagatsinghapur (S.C.) 
Kishannagar 


Mahanga 


Salepur (S.C) 
Govindpur 
Cuttack Sadar 


Cuttack City 
Chaudwar 
Banki 


Athagarh 
Badamba 


Total 
No. of 
Voters 


(2) 


1,37,501 
1,45,955 
1,45,406 
1,26,739 


1,40,226 
1,30,302 
1,32,934 
1,46,040 
1,46,383 
1,32,231 


1,27,509 
1,40,184 
1,46,020 
1,653,196 


1,35,844 
1,41,315 
1,25,465 
1,20,085 


1,20,299 
1,37,439 
1,56,128 
1,83,647 


1,25,664 
1,29,529 
1,37,376 

1,32,736 


EE ig 


i 


Total 
No, of 
valid 


Percentage 
of cols. 
2 & 3 


votes 


(3) 


1,01,952 
97,588 
89,266 
89,515 


1,01,776 
85,640 
77,805 

1,00,303 


82,457 
99,852 


89,209 
90,659 
1,07,222 
1,14,976 


92,681 
92,843 
79,388 
89,383 


74,773 
97,009 
87,210 
86.018 


81,818 
84,580 
84,647 

67,326 


(4) 


74°38 
66°90 
61°40 
70°62 
72°59 
63°68 
58°53 
68°68 
56°33 
75°31 
69°96 
64°67 
73°43 
69°60 
68°23 
63°70 
63°39 
74°28 
62°15 
70°87 
55°47 
46°91 
65°02 
65°30 


61°62 
50°72 


Party won Votes secured 


(5) 


Janata Dal 
Janata Dal 
Janata Dal 


Janata Dal 


Janatg Dal 
Janata Dal 
Janata Dal 


Janata Dal 


C.P.M. 


Janata Dal 


Janata Dal 
Janata Dal 
Congress 


Janata Dal 


Janata Dal 
Janata Dal 
Janata Da! 


Janata Dal 


Janata Dal 
Janata Dal 
Janata Dal 


Janata Dal 


Janata Dal 
Janata Dal 
Janata Dal 


Janata Dal 


(6) 
54,530 
61,138 
50,118 
52,548 


55.844 
47,978 
29,886 
56,186 


35,861 
58,553 


53,784 
65,058 
53,318 
8 1,761 


57,432 
59,954 
37,140 
D1,069 


56,088 
44,751 
56,824 
56,365 


60,866 
46,787 
47,247 
33,677 





Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


PUBLIC LIFE AND VOLUNTARY SOCIAL SERVICE ORGANISATIONS 985 


Tenth Lok Sabha Elections, 1991 


The 10th Lok Sabha Elections was held on 15th June. 1991 in the 
district. Allthefour Parliamentary constituencies, viz., Jajpur (S. C.), 
Kendraparha, Cuttack and Jagatsinghepur went to poll on the above date. 
The political parties, which Contested the clection in the district. included 
Janata Dal, Congress, Bharatiya Janata Party, Orissa Vikas Party, 
Janata (J. P.), Bharatiya Dhruba Labour Party, apart from some Inde- 
pendents, 


Other details of the 1991 Lok Sabha Elections are given in the 
following table: 


ea a ee — 














Nameof the Total No. Total No. Party won Total votes Percentage 
Constituency of of valid secured 
votes votes with 
Percentage 
(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (4) 
Jajpur (8. C.) 9,60,879 5,70,798 Janata 2,59,523 46°10 
59°40 
Kendraparha 942,237 5,99,903 Janata 3,00,299 50°60 
63°66 
Cuttack 9,86,876 5,86,457 Janata 2,87,907 49°89 
59°42 
Jagatsinghapur 10,16,575 6,76,162 C. P. I. 321,635 48°09 
66°51 





ec pee age ee ety, 





ee ee 


NEWSPAPERS AND PERIODICALS 


The district is the birth place of hundreds of newspapers and 
periodicals mostly in Oriya. Before introduction of printing presses, 
one hand-written journal ‘Kujibara Patra’ was published in hana- 
written palm leaves or hand-made paper by Mahanta Sadhu Sundar 
Das from the village Kujibara near Chaudwar. The discussions on 
Hindu and Christian religions, in addition to news and views 
on education, health, agriculturc:, trade, music. etc. constituted the 
main subjects of the journal. This journal, which was published during 
€arly 19th century, ceased publication in 1838 after the death of its founder. 
The circulation of this journal reached even some feudatory states. 
Translation of some extracts of this journal was published inthe Baptist 
Journal of England and a reference to this is to be found in Rev. A, 
Sutton’s book on Christian _ religion. 
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The Mission Press was established in 1838. ‘Jnamaruna,’ 
the first Oriya journal worth the name was published to preach 
Christianity but was subsequently closed down. In the year 185], 
‘Orissa Gazette’ was published which contained mainly news and views 
of the Government. ‘Prabodha Chandrika’, a new magazine 
was published from Cuttack in the year 1855-56. Thereafter another 
magazine namely ‘Arunoday.” was also published from Cuttack 
in 1861 which mostly supplied information on activities of the Govern- 
ment and continued for three years. An account of some of the other 
newspapers and periodicals published from Cuttack is given below. 


UTKAL DIJPIKA 


Karmavira Gourishankar Ray and his friends Harekrushna Das, 
Jaya Mohan Ray, Bichitrananda Das, Dinanath Sarakar. Sudarsan 
Das, Choudhury Raghunath Das, Laxminarayan Ray, Choudhury 
Radhashyam Narendra, Gourishyam Jena, Golak Chandra Bose and 
Banamali Singh set up a printing company in Daragha Bazar, Cuttack 
in the year 1864 and installed a printing press namely the Cuttack 
Printing Press. ‘Utkal Dipika’ was first published as a menthly 
magazine from that press. Later in August 1866, ‘Utkal Dip:ka’ was 


converted as a weekly with Shri Gouri Shankar Ray as its editor. 
‘Utkal Dipika’ is considered as the first formal newspaper of Orissa. 
Naarnka Durviksha, the devastating famine of Orissa in 1866, 
found detailed description in this newspaper. The paper highlighted 
administrative lapses and deficiencies in dealing adequately with the 
famine-striken people. Gourishankar and his associates fought 
strongly through this weekly to save the Oriya language and literature 
when some Bengalees serving in Orissa attempted to replace it by their 
own language. News items relating to happenings in foreign land and 
collected from English newspapers were also published in ‘Utkal Dipika’. 
The newspaper played a_ significant role in unifying Oriya-speaking 
tracts politically annexed with neighbouring’ provinces. Persons like 
Pandit Nilamani Bidyaratna and Utkal Gourab Madhusudan were 
associated with editing of this paper. After the death of Gouri Shankar 
Ray, Rai Bahadur Sudam Charan Naik was the editor of this weekly 
for a brief period. The paper was so popular that old 
people called any newspaper as Dipika. It was closed after seventy 


years of its publication due to certain financial and administrative 
difficulties, 
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h> other osioticals and migizines published towards the second 
half of the [9th century and thereafter in the district include Cuttack 


Standard (1869), Cuttack Star (1869), Utkal Hiteismi, later re-named 
as Orissa #Patriot (1869), Utkal Putra (1873). Bideshi (1873) Utkat 
Madhupa (1878), Orissa Gazette (1875), Kotinoor C8891, Sovak (1883), 
Sikhyabindhu, later re-named as Naba Sambad (1885). Orissa Patriot 
(1888), Orissa Students (1886), Samyabad (1888), Deepak (1889), Utka! 
Sihitya (1897), Star of Utkal (1909), The Ortyas (1910), Samay Mitra 
(1917) and Adventure (1929). Some of these periodicals magazines 
were mainly dealing with news, views, socio-economic problems, 
administrative lapses, nationalism etce., whereas others contributed 
for development of Ortya language and literature. Persons tike Achary. 
Pyarimohan, Govinda Rath, Krushna Mohan Pattunaik, Chaturbihuyt 
Puttnaik, Reba Ray, Biswanath Kar, Laxminarayan Sahoo. Utkal 
Gaurav Madhusudan and Dy. Harekrushna Mahtab were assoctated 
with the publication of the journius/pertodicals as editors and/or publi- 
shers. 


THE SAMAJ 


The founding-father of the ‘Samaj’, the celebrated newspaper of 
Orissa, was Utkalmani Gopabandhu Das. On 4th October, 1919 this 
Newspaper appeared as a weekly from the village Sakhigopal of Purt 
district. The place of publication of this newspaper was shifted to 
Cuttack in 1927. From 6th April, 1930 the ‘Samaj’ became a daily. 
Gopababdhu Das, prior to his deathin 1928, had given the charge of the 
‘Samay and the Satyabadi Press to Lok Sevak Mandal. Since theu 
‘Samay continues to be guided by this organisation. 


For the last six decades the ‘Samaj’ has dominated the socto- 
political life of Orissa. For its role in freedom movement, this news- 
Paper incurred the weath of the British Government and was closed 
for a brief period of eleven months. The ‘Samaj’ has sponsored a number 
Of excellent editors and journalists. The story of the ‘Samay will 
be incompiete without a word or two being said about its present 
editor Shri Radhanatn Rath, who is associated with this newspaper 
since 1919. He has popularised the column ‘Jhitipiti Kahe’ in thts 
Newspaper. The Samaj is the largest circulated daily of Orissa- 


NABA BHARAT 
‘Naba Bharat’ was published as a monthly literary magazine by 


Pandit Nilakantha Das in 1934 and became a daily in (941. Later 
in 1942, while the ‘Samaj’ was closed} for a brief pericd 
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‘Naba Bharat’ filled the vacuum though it published pro-government and 
pro-war news. ‘Naba Bharat’ criticised Non-co-operation Movement 
of Mahatma Gandhi and also voiced views against the Quit India 
Movement. The paper also supported war effort of British Govern- 
ment. In October 1946, ‘Naba Bharat’ was closed down due to some 


administrative and financial difficulties. 


THE PRAJATANTRA 


‘The Prajatantra’ is the second largest daily of Orissa after ‘The Samay’. 
It is published from Biharibag near Chandini Chouk of the Cuttack 
City. The ‘Prajatantra’ was first published as a weekly in 1923 at 
Cuttack by Dr. H. K. Mahtab and,was subsequently shifted to Baleshwar. 
In 1930, ‘The Prajatantra’ appeared as.a daily for a Short period. 
The newspaper closed publication on 28th December of the same year 
as it opposed the press ordinance of the British Government. For 
17 long years The ‘Prajatantra’ earned the wrath of rulers for its involve- 
ment in direct politics. ‘The Prajatantra’ appeared again as a daily 
newspaper on 8th August, 1947. Dr. H. K. Mahtab, its founding-editor. 
formed the ‘Prajatantra Prachar Samiti’ for the smooth management 
of the newspaper. In many ways the Prajatantra has enriched art, 
culture, literature, journalism and socio-political life of Orissa under 
the active patronage of Dr. Mahtab. ‘Gan Mazlish’ was a regular 
weekly column contributed by Dr. Mahtab which expressed objectivaly 
his views on socio-economic-political problems ina very simple language 
during his lifetime. ‘Minabazar’, ‘Jhankar’, ‘Saptahiki? and ‘Prativa’ 
are the'sister publications of this newspaper. ‘The Prajatantra’ has 
played a creative role in Orissa. The glorious achievement of this daily 
is that it has encouraged new writers, politicians, artists and journalists. * 


ASHA 


Sashibhusan Rath started ‘Asha’ asa weekly from Brahmapur in 
1913. It was published asa daily from 1928. Later this newspaper 
was shifted to Cuttack. Pandit Gopabandhu Das regularly contributed 
to it when Asha was published from Brahmapur as a weekly. The 
publication of the daily continued at Cuttack till 1951. The paper ceased 
publication for long thirty years. It was revived with the patronage of 
late Brundaban Nayak at Brahmapur in 1982. Since then the daily 
continues its publication as ‘Dainik Asha’. 





*. Cuttack One Thousand Years, Vol. Il, “‘History of Press, Newspaper and 
Periodicals’’, Satya Roy and Kishore Ch. Satpathy, page-156. 
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NEW ORISSA 


The first English daily of Orissa “New Orissa’, started by Shei 
Sashibhusan Rath in 1935 from Brahmapur, was later published from 
Cuttack. 


DESH KATHA 


The journal started as a periodical in 1930 and Cuttack was the 
place of its publication. It appeared as a daily during the first Congress 
ministry in 1936 for a brief period. 


SWARAJYA 


‘Swarajya’ was first published as a weekly from Cuttack with 
Rajakrushna Bose as editor in 1930. Later th magazine was converted 
into a daily for sometime. The paper championed the cause of 
National Movement tn the Country. 


JANATA 


‘Janata’ was the first morning daily, published by Pandit 
Godabarish Mishra in 1940. The paper criticised National Congress 
and its activities. After the mewspuper ceased to be a daily, it was 
Published asa weekly from Cuttack for sometime. | 


EASTERN TIMES 


“Eastern Times’ after ‘New Orissa’, was the second local English 
daily published from Cuttack in 1949, It was published by the 
Prajatantra Prachar Samiti founded by Dr. H. K. Mahtab. ‘Eastern 
Times’ stopped as a daily in 1967 and restarted as a weekly in 1971. 
The paper was closed down for a while in 1977 and later on it was 
published as a weekly. In 1983, ‘Eastern Times’ ‘reappeared as a daily 
with Dr. Mahtab as its chief editor. After a year the paper was 
Closed down due to financial difficulty. However, in spite of its 
chequered history, the paper encoUraged young journalists of Orissa 
to write in English. 


* “Among other journals published from Cuttack, ‘Student 


Chronicle’ dealt with mostly student problems. It was started in 1933 
and closed down in 1940. Similarly, ‘Muslim Gazette’ was started 
in 1936 and closed down after sometime. In 1936. ‘The Observer’ was 
published as a weekly and closed down after sometimes to be restarted 
in 1960. ‘Current Affairs’ was started in 1938 and had a short exis- 
tence. In 1947, ‘My struggle’ was started with Shri H. B. Mishra 
as editor. Another journal ‘New Era’ was also published at the same 


—_—_— . . . 
* Cuttack One Thousand Years, Vol. Il, “Growth of Journalism in Cuttack City’, 
B.K. Panigrahi, page. 45. 
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time. In 1948, ‘Progress’ was started by Bhuban Mohan Pattanaik 
for a short period. Later it was revived in 1950 by Shri Rameswar Das 
Choudhury, a young lecturer of Ravenshaw College, later 
associated with ‘Swadhin Jansangh’ of Pandit Nilakantha Das. In 
1952, ‘Scrutiny’, edited by Shri Rajkishore Pattanaik, was Published. 
It was closed after a few years and restarted in 1970. The journal 
has ceased publication. ‘Student on the March’ was started by 
Shri Ramahari Mishra in 1958 but closed in 1960. In the early 
pre-Independence period another English weekly ‘Orissa First’ edited 
by K. N. Achari and Oriya weekly ‘Janata’ edited by Shri Surendara 
Mohanty, were widely read *. 


KALINGA 


Shri Biju Patnaik was the founder of the daily newspaper ‘Kalinga’ 
which started publication in 1960. Shri Manmohan Mishra, and Jater late 
Surendra Mohanty, served as its editors. The paper was closed in 1973. [n 
many ways, the excellent feature presentation of this daily newspaper 1s 
stil] remembered by its readers. 


J ANASAKTI 


Late Biren Mitra started this daily in 1966. Due to non-payment 
of loan tothe Orissa State Financial Corporation (O. S. F. C.), this 
paper was closed down after three years. Shri Lckanath Mishra 
was the first editor of Janasakti. 


PRAGATIBADI 


In 1972, ‘Pragatibadi’ was started as a weekly from Cuttack by 
Shri Pradyumna Kishore Bal, and subsequently this is being published 
as adaily from Bhubaneshwar. Young journalists have been encouraged 
to give their independent views through this paper. 


MATRUBHUMI 


‘Matrubhumi’ was first started asa weekly in 1947 by Balakrushna 
Kar, the noted editor of the literary magazine ‘Sahakar’. In 1951, 
it became adaily newspaper. Once upon a time ‘Martrubhumi’ was 
famous for its free and objective news coverage. The paper was 
closed for sometime due to legal disputes. ‘Sahakar’ is the sister 
publication of ‘Matrubbumi’. 


a 


*Cuttack One Thousand Y % ‘ : 
City,” B.K. Panigrahi, aces aa Vol. II. “Growth of Journalism in Cuttack 
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GANATANTRA | 

‘Ganatantra’ was first started asa weekly by late R. N. Singhdeo 
at Cuttack and in 1956 it became a daily. ‘Ganatantra’ was the 
mouth piece of Ganatantra Parishad, a political party, formed by 
ex-rulers of Orissa. Shri Surendra Mohanty, the celebrated Oriya 
writer, was its editor. The paper was closed down after five years 
of its publication. 


KURUKHETRA 


‘Kurukhetra’ is published from Badambadi, Cuttack as a daily 
newspaper. Shri Chittaranjan Mishra is its editor. Mostly local 
matters find adequate coverage in this paper. 

MATRUBHASA 


‘Matrubhasa’ is published by Smt. Rama Kar. Shri Ananda 
Prasad Roy ts its editor. 


NEWS OF THE WORLD 


The English daily “News of the World’ was published from 
Kaligali of Cuttack town in 1976. It failed to survive as it could 
not compete with other present day national dailies, 
Now the publication of the Paper ts closed. Shri Nabakishore 
Mohapatra was its editor. 

ORISSA TIMES 

This piper was first published as a weekly in 1965 from Chandi 
Chouk of Cuttack town. It was published both in English and Oriya 
languages separately, R.P. Shastry isthe editor. The weeklies continu- 
ed publication till March 1985. From {st April, 1985 the publication 
of ’Orissa Times’ was shifted to Bhubaneshwar and is being published 
as an English daily only, 


Besides the above newspapers and periodicals, most of the individual 
schoo!s and colleges are bringing out their annual magazines. 

A list of the newspapers/periodicals/magazines published from the 
district at different times till 1985 is given in Appendix I. | 

VOLUNTARY SOCIAL SERVICE ORGANISATIONS 

A good aumber of voluntary sovial service organisations are working 
in the district. A brisf note on some of the important organisations ts 
given in the following paragraphs. 
The Orissa Branch of the Servants of India Society, Cuttack 


Servants of India Society was established by late Gopal Krushna 
Gokhale at all India level in Pune in the year 1905. The Orissa Branch of 
the Society was founded in Cuttack in the year 1917 when late Padmashree 
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Laxmi Narayan Sahu, a veteran social worker joined the Society as a life 
member for Orissa. A centre was also founded by him at Chaudwar in 
1927, This is the only centre of the Society in the district. The Orissa 
branch of the Society also manages an »ther centre at Rayagada tn 
Koraput district which was founded in 1939. The objects of the Society 
are to train national missionaries for the service of India and promote 
by all constitutional means .the interests of the Indian people without 
distinction of caste and creed. The Society's manifold activities include 
care for the destitute children and women, rehabilitation of the disabled, 
treatment of ihe leprosy paticnts and imparting vocational training for 
the unemployed boys and girls and children of the orphanage. The 
management of the Chaudwar centre is overseen by a 15-member @dvisory 
committee. The branch receives financial assistance from various sources 
such as the Central Social Welfare Board, State Social Welfare Advisory 
Board, Bharatiya Adimjati Sevak Sangha, Christian Children’s Fund Inc., 
Bangalore National Office, National Children’s Fund, New Delhi, the 
Panchayati Raj Department, Orissa and the Health & Family Welfare 
Department, Orissa. This apart, the Society also gets financial assisiance 
through donations from the public. 


The services provided with number of beneficiaries in different service 
units of the Chaudwar centre for the year 1991 are giveninthe following 
table: 





Name of the Serving Unit No. of seats Actual No, 
SI. available of bene- 
No. for the bene- ficiaries 
ficiaries 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
eee 
Servindia Destitute Children’s Home 100 100 
2. Servindia Laxminarayan Project 427 
(Sponsorship Programme) ma 
3. Early Childhood Education Progra 
(20 Centres) ogramme 620 620 
4. Balwadi (One) : 25 25 
5. Creches (Three) 75 75 
6. Laxminarayan Leprosy Clinic 50 50 
7. Saraswati Maternity and Child Health Pre-natal] care 150 
Clinic per month 
Post-natal care 150 
per month 


SL 
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Besides the above serving units, the centre is imparting vocational 
training to unemployed educated girls of the locality through a taitor- 
ing school. The educated unemployed boys are trained at the nearby 
Durry Carpet Weaving Training Centre. The orphans of the ccntre are 
trained by the Institute of Printing Technology. 


Young Men’s Christian Association, Cuttack 


The YMCA,Cuttack ts a century old organisation. Itwas established 
in the year 1893. Since then the YMCA ts championing the premotion 
of games and sportsamong the young people of the town. YMCA 
membership is open to school and college students, apait from ordinary 
members and life members. Presently, the;membership fees are Rs. 20 
for school students, Rs. 30 for college students, Rs. 50 for ordinary 
members and Rs, 750 for life members respectively. The Association 
collects resources for its management from membership fees and rent 
collected from 31 rooms at its disposal at Cuttack. Inthe past YMCA 
was involved in the flood relief operation. Mainly, the organisation has 
devoted itself for the promotion of games like table tennis and badmin- 
ton. 


Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust, Utkal Branch, Satyabhamapur 


Kasturba Gandhi National Memorial Trust was established in 1945 
all over India in memory of the mother of the nation, Kasturba Gandhi. 
The office of the Trust at the State level started at Satyabhamapur in 1960. 
The main aim and objective of this Trust isto serve the destitute, needy 
orphans and women of rural India, and to instill new values of lifein them. 
There is an advisory board for this trust and the Pratinidhi, who is the 
administrative head, takes advice from the members of the board when 
needed about the beneficiaries. The Trust receives financial help from 
different branches of the State Government, State Social Advisory Board, 
Orissa Branch of the Indian Red Cross Society and donation from the 
members and patrons, besides its own fund. It has established the follow- 
ing institutions: 


(a) Kanyashram 


The Kanyashram was started by Ma’Rama Devi Choudhury in 
the year 1967 at Satyabhamapur. The destitute and poor girls are 
given training in nursing of patients, preparation of sick diet, music, dance, 
tailoring, dressmaking, embroidery, knitting wool, apart from regular 
classroom studies. One inmate of this Ashram passed Matriculation 
in the year 1990-91. 
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(b) Destitute Home Training 

Aten-month training programme for the destitutes is in operation 
since 1980 under the Destitute Home Training Programme. The 
Panchayati Raj Department of Government of Orissa is sponsoring the 
training programme and the rehabilitation work is done by the Memorial 
Trust. After completion of the training, some are settled as helpers to the 
master tailors, some undertake independent business availing bank loans. 
Some are working as Bal-sahayak under the Trust while seme are in charge 
of the Creche centres at Koraput. 
(c) Anganwadi Workers Job Course and Refresher Course Training 


The Anganwadi Workers Job Course and Refresher Course Training 
Programme was started in 1989 at Satyabhamapur and was sponsored 
by Government. The trainces for the above course are selected by the 
Child Development Project Officer. The job course is of three months 
duration and the tefresher course is of 18 days. Uptill now, a total 
number of 454 candidates in job Course and 893 in Ttefresher Course have 
been trained by the Trust. The girls of the Balashram, women and 
grown-up girls of the nearby villages who are trained in tailoring, cutting. 
sewing, knitting, prepare garments and dress materials. The products 
are sold to the villagers at a reasonable price by a sales centre opencd 
for the purpose. 

Apart from the abow frontal activities, the Trust manages four 
Maternity Centres and six Grama Seva Centres in different parts for 
rendering health services, domiciliary delivery and Balwadi 
on nutrition programme. Out of the above ten centres, 
only two Maternity Centres are located at Satyabhamapur and 
Aurangabad in the district. 


The Satyabhamapur Maternity Centre was started in 1950. It is 
rendering maternity services to 19 nearby villages. Both normal and 
abnormal cases are treated in the centre while difficult operative cases 
are sent to the Cuttack hospital. ‘Madhu’ Bharati Balwadi’ is running 
here under the nutrition programme. 


The Aurangabad Maternity Centre was established in 1949 and 
located at ‘Sevaghar’ (the Ashram of late Rama Devi which was destroyed 
in Quit-India Movement). The initial work of the centre had begun 
With one trained nurse and became popular within a short period. The 
centre retains its popularity even to-day, in spite of increase in practising 
doctors and opening of Primary Health Centre in the area, ' 


Co-operative for American Relief Everywhere (CARE) 


CARE is an international voluntary non-profit organisation. 
It assists the Government of Orissa in implementation of various feeding 
Programmes in Orissa by importing food commodities for distribution 
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amongthe poor and needy pre-school and school children irrespective 
of caste and creed. In Orissa CARE-assisted feeding programme 
was started in the year 1965. In the same year the programme was 
implemented inthe district of Guttack also. There were a total of 1,36,000 
beneficiaries in Integrated Child Development Scheme and 72,900 
beneficiaries in Mid-day Meals Programme during the year 1991-92 
in the district. 


Seva Samity, Haridaspur 


The Seva Samity was founded by Smt. Rambha Devi Dutia, 
a veteran social worker, in the year 1946 at Haridaspur in Cuttack 
district. Smt. Rambha Devi who inculcated a strong desire to serve 
poor and needy people in backward areas got inspiration from Mahatma 
Gandhi and Rama Devi Ghoudhury. The Organisation — started 
functioning in its own building inthe year 1960. There is a governing 
body which manages the Samity. The service of the Seva Samity 
extends over an area covering 140 villages and two Primary Health 
Gentres within a radius of 16 kilometres. Health Services isthe most 
important scheme undertaken by the Seva Samity. Under the scheme 
the programmes like out-patients service, domicilliary mid-wifery, 
Family Welfare Centre, Dhai Training Centre, maternity home, 
clinical laboratory, ambulance service, paediatric service, in-patient 
service, spzcialised service (T. B.), operation theatre service,leprosy 
clinic, cancer detection centre, service to the handicapped, anti-rabi 
vaccine and anti-venom snake centre and X-ray facilities have been 
taken up in course of the years. The educational service rendered 
by the Samity covers Balwadi, Creche-cum-Balwadi, adult-education 
and primary education. The Seva Samity is also working in the fields 
like emergency relief, organisation of orientation camp, removal of 
untouchability and legal-aid to the poor. 


The following table gives details of the beneficiaries under various 
programmes undertaken by the Seva Samity during the years noted 
against them: 











Name of the programme No. of beneficiaries As on 
the year 

Out-patient service 7,41,509 1991 
Domicilliary Mid-wifery 1,256 (Home Delivery) 1965 
Family Welfare 2,798 (Vasectomy 1987 


1,475 (Tubectomy) 
1,596 (iI. U. D. Insertions) 


Dhai Training 61 1970 
Ambulance Service 47 199] 
Operation Theatre Service 1,588 1977 
A.R.V. & A.V.S. Service - 1,022 1991] 


X-Ray Service 79 199} 
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The Seva Samity receives both recurring and non-recurring grant- 
in-aids from various departments of the Government of Orissa, Social 
Welfare Advisory Board, Red Cross Society, Orissa and Government 
of India and donations from benevolent organisations like Sir Donabjee 
Tata Trust, Bombay; Seth Surajmal] Jallan Trust and Vimsen 
Company, Bombay. The international organisations like Save the 
Children Fund, London extended donation for the rebuilding of the 
cyclone-hit buildings of the Seva Samity. 


In the year 1984, Smt. Rambha Devi Dutia was felicitated witha 
national award for the illustrious and dedicated social work she rendered 
ina poor backward region of the district. The Seva Samity was also 
awarded two lakhs of rupees for its outstanding social service in the year 
1987 by the President of India. 


Sri Aurobindo Srikhetra 


Sri Aurobindo Srikhetra organisation came into being at Daligoda 
in the year 1975 with a total membership of 384 persons. An 
executive committee manages the organisation. It collects finance 
generally from membership fees, donations and sale of agricultural 
produces from its own land. The organisation is running a school 
which imparts education from standard I to high school flevel to the 
tribal and economically backward students of the area. Sri Aurobindo 
Srikhetra also maintains its own farm which experiments improved methods 
of agriculture on paddy, pulses, oil seeds, fruit-growing and flower 
nursery. The organisation supplies seeds, flower seedlings and fruit 
sapplings to the local people at a fair price. The .organisation is 
devoted to improving the spiritual consciousness of the people based 
on the ideals propounded by the Mother and Sri Aurobindo. 


International Indecency Prevention Movement, Cuttack 


The International Indecency Prevention Movement organisation 
started at Cuttack on 8th April, 1962 isthe Pioneering work of eamae 
Bhai. There isa board of management for _ this organisation which 
receives voluntary donations and sale proceeds from the books of 
the founder, Its main objective is to instill spiritual values for 
self-purification in a fast deteriorating material world. It aims to 
eradicate indecency in every sphere of life like art, literature, education 
publicity, etc. The most important achievement of this pier ication 
is the establishment of ‘Sovaniya Shikshashram’ (School of decency) 
One such .school was opened at the historic Udayagiri of Cuttack 
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district since 1974, the other is located at Bidanasi (Sovaniyanagar), 
Cuttack since 1977. Education beginning from primaryto high school 
(Class X) level is made available in these institutions. Students here 
are taught lessons in discipline, tolerance, non-violence, love for all 
religions, life science, social science and Indian culture. Oriya, Hind: 
and English are accepted as the medium of instruction. 
Highly dedicated teachers are serving in these schools. An Inter- 
national Centre of Ideal Education ‘Yugashrasta Sovaniya Shikshashram’ 
was established in 1984 for research work and practical training 
to butld up batches of ideal, honest, sincere, dedicated teachers, social 
wotkers, leaders, administrators, dociors, engineers, writers, journalists, 
artists, scientists, those who would be the harbinger ofu new 
reformation movement complete with eternal values of life. 


The Orissa Institute of Medical Research and Health Services, Cuttack 


Though registered in 1987, the Orissa Institute of Medical Research 
and Health Services located at Cuttack actually had started functioning in 
1986. It has a working unit at Niali . The institute is aided and 
advised by Dr. Sashimani Panda, retired Professor and Head of the 
Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, S.C.B. Medical College, 
Cuttack. The organisation works mainly for promotion of health 
Services in remote rural areas. A trust namely “Shyam Sundar Badani 
Trust’ worth over Rs. 15 lakh has bzen created by her. The insti- 
tute has the full backing of this trust, besides help and contributions 
from its members and patrons. The organisation is managed by a 
governing body, 


The Health Services Institute has its headquarters and a main Service 
centre at Cuttack. Jt runs one training unit at village Niali and a 
full-fledged Maternal Child Health Clinic at village Kulagan Isha, both in 
Guttack district. Besides providing services at the clinic, this institute 
has adopted 17 villages as its operational area in poorly accessible 
regions of the Chitrotpala and Luna basin. So far 2,650 women and 860 
children have been variously benefited by the service of the institute. 
In addition, the members of the institute conduct health camps spon- 
sored by agencies like Lions Club, Rotary Club and Gopabandhu 
Cancer Relief Society, etc. 


The Health Education ‘Institute from its inception had taken up 
education in the field of community health with special emphasis on 
maternal child health and family welfare. More recently it has started 
imparting sex education to adolescent girls on an experimental basis. 
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The Institute is operating two training programmes presently. 
The first is known as the Orissa Nurse-aid-training sponsored by 
the State Social Welfare Advisory Board. In this programme a_ batch 
of 25 women are trained for a period of six months, The other 
training programme is for women health volunteers under the Urban 
Basic Service Scheme. This is a ten-day course and each batch consists 
of 25 trainezs. Till now the Institute has trained a total of 107 
volunteers. Apart from its own training programme, the Institute 
also conducts training programme for other organisations. 


The membership of the institute consists of specialists in the field 
of obstetrics and gynaecology and other specialists in branches of 
medicine, besides Some eminent people from other walks of life. 


Basundhara, Cuttack 


Basundhara, a women’s voluntary organisation, was started in the 
year 1985 in Cuttack town. The organisation, which is managed by an 
executive body, is actively engaged in bringing up the abandoned children of 
unknown parentage . It is also recognised as a centre for in-country 
adoption of children. Till 1991, thirty-five children of this organisation 
have been adopted by the parents all over the country. The organisation 
is also monitoring progress of children during post-adoption period. 
Apart from this, Basundhara imparts tailoring training to forty destitute 
women for a period of six months. The organisation is also. training 
destitute and economically backward ladies in spice making, pickle 
preparation, handicrafts and food-processing, etc. It has anadult educa- 
tion programme through established centres at Tulasipur and Gorakabar 
of Cuttack town under Adult Education Programme. Basundhata has 
two sister organisations, namely, Dharitri at Tulasipur and Kirtidhara 
at Bidanasi which are helping the main organisation in realising its social 
objectives of health-care. Mobile camps and blood donation camps are 
organised in different parts of the district. Since its inception, the 
Organisation is rehabilitating young widowed mothers, divorcees, 
destitute women and thrown-out babies. Twenty such cases were 
rehabilitated in 1990-91. Basundhara manages its finances by the 


grants from State and Central Government as well as funds raised from 


its members. The Orissa branch of the Indian Red Cross Society has 7 


awarded the organisation for its highest blood donation during 


nih Thore is a governing body which manages this voluntary organisa- 
ion. 
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Association for Social Health in India, Cuttack 


The Association for Social Health in India was established in 1928 
at all-India level The Orissa branch of the organisation came into 
existence at Cuttack in the year 1958. An executive body manages the 
organisation. The main thrust of the Association’s activities is 
prevention and eradication of commercialised exploitation of women 
and girls and mobilization of public opinion against social evils. 
The Association has established short-stay homes for destitute women 
and family homes for destitute children. The organisation also 
helps other institutions in providing shelter, training and _ rehabili- 
tation of unmarried mothers and children born out of wedlock. For 
mobilization of public opinion against social evils, the Association 
periodically ofganises seminars, conferences, training courses, symposia, 
debate, etc. 


The Orissa branch of the organisation, which receives grants-in-aid 
from both State and Central Government, has so far rescued more than 
470 women and girls from exploitation and sixty per cent of them have 
been rehabilitated and are now leading normal] healthy life. 


Jagannath Sanskruti Satyasanatan Sisusanstha Atmabad, Cuttack 


The Jagannath Sanskruti Satyasanatan Sisusanstha Atmabad organisa- 
tion is devoted to the upliftment of spiritual consciousness among the 
children of the district. For this purpose, the organisation has opened 
One Pre-primary and primary school, namely, Sisusanstha Yoga-based 
Residential Special School, apart from one institution for the practice 
of Yoga among the children called ‘Sanatan Sanstha Dhyan Mandir’. 
Both the institutions are located at Cuttack. The special school is 
functioning since 15th May, 1937. In both the schools the curriculum is 
patterned onthe line of ancient Gurukulashram. Two inmates’ of 
this .organisation were awarded ‘State Yoga Kumar’ and ‘State Yoga 
Kumari’ in 1991. The organisation receives aids from various depart- 
ments of State Government and the State Social Welfare Advisory Board. 
There is a Managing Committee to look after this organisation. 


Banki Anchalika Adibasi-Harijan Kalyan Parishad, Banki 


The Banki Anchalika Adibasi-Harijan Kalyan Parishad was started 
in 1982 when Banki .area of the district was hit by a devastating flood. 
It was registered in 1984 under the Societies. Registration Act of 1860. 
The Parishad mainly centres its activities in ameliorating the condition 
of the Scheduled Castes, Sckeduled Tribes and other economically 
weaker sections of the society. The area of operation of the Parishad 
extends to 23 Grama Panchayats of Banki Subdivision. There are fifteen 
Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe ‘Sanghas’ and seven Mahila 
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Samitis affiliated to the Parishad for helping to realise its objectives, 
Fhe Parishad has opened aprimary school at village Patani with a view 
to developing the educationally backward people. Six Creche centres 
are in operation in remote Scheduled Caste and Scheduled Tribe 
villages of Banki Subdivision with the financial help from the Ministry 
of Welfare and the State Social Welfare Advisory Bocrd. The Parishcd 
is also .impacting vocational. training on  paper-packet-making to th? 
unemployed youths of backward villages. Onenvironment, the Parishad 
has helned planting 10,000 plants at different places of Banki area. 
It has also manufactured and supplied 2,000 smokeless ‘Chullahs’ to 
control environmental polluticn in the region. The Parishad is alse 
working on the eradication of social evils like untouchability. A temple 
is constructed at Ganganathpur village under Balabhadrapur Grama 
Panchayat of the Banki Community Development Block-I by the Harijans 
of the area. Two inter-caste marriages have been performed by the 
Parishad which is considered as aright step against theevils of casteism. 
The governing body manages the organisation. 


Cuttack Zilla Mahila Bikash Samity 


The Cuttack Zilla Mahila Bikash Samity started functioning since 
1978 at Andarpar in Cuttack district. The main objective of the organisa- 
tion istodevelop the economic condition of poverty striken rural and 
urban women by imparting vocational training for self-employment. 
The organisation is also working in the field of adult 
education and non-formal education. One training-cum-production 
centre is run by the Mahila Bikash Samity with the help of the 
Industrial Development Bank of India. 


The table below gives details of the vocational training imparted 
by the Samity with the number of beneficiaries in the years mentioned 
against them ; 

a 


Name of the programme Year Ne. cf 
beneficiaries 

Vocational Training on Cutting and 1990-91 32 

Tailoring 
Training in Food packing 1990-91 2 
Creches 1990-91 25 
Applique Training 1990-91 10 
Adult Education : 

(i) Sadar Block 1980-81 900 

(ii) Biridi Block 1985-86 900 
Non-formal Education for age- 1989-90 625 


group of 6 to 14° year for 
five years in Tigiria Block 


ee 
a ree 
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The Samity receives grant-in-aid from various departments of the 
State and the Central Government, the State and the Central Social 
Advisory Boards and the Industrial Development Bank of India. 
The management of the Samity is vested on a governing body of {2 
members. 


Indian Red Cross Society, Cuttack 


The Cuttack Branch of the Indian Red Cross Society was started in 
the year 1936. The membership of the organisation was 40,216 during 


1988-89, There is a working committee with the Collector as ex-officiv 
Chairman which manages the society. 


Towards hospital welfare services, the Cuttack Branch had supplied 
two generators to subdivisional hospitals, apart from one E.C.G. 
machine to the City Hospital, Cuttack. The branch is running a dispensary 
at Tikarapanga of Mahakalaparha Community Development Block in 
the district. The dispensary is providing medicines to poor patients frec 
of cost. In 1988-89, this branch granted Rs. 11,000 for arrangement of 
Cancer Detection Camps. The branch is running Blood Banks at Jajpur 
town, Jajpu. Road, Kendraparha and Athagarh. In addition, the Red 
Cross Blood Bank at Mangalabag, Cuttack continues to receive 
financial help from the Cuttack Branch of the Indian Red Cross Society, 
The collections from membership, other sources and the State assistance 
Were Rs,2,34,718, Rs.4,64,310 and Rs. 46,936°60 respectively during 
1988-89, 


During 1988-89, the Red Cross Blood Banks of the district including 
the Central Blood Bank, Cuttack collected a total of 12,132 units of 


blood. Collection from educational institutions of the district was 385 


units during the same _ petiod. 


Apart from the above voluntary crganisations, two international 
voluntary organisations, viz., the Rotary Club and the Lions Club 
and one national voluntary organisation. the Servants of India 
Seciety are operating in Cuttack town. Besides, aS many as 125 
youth clubs and women organisations operating in ufban and rural 


areas of the district are receiving Government grants. 
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The list ofthe newspapers and periodicals published from the district at 


CUTTACK 


APPENDIX I 


periods of time tillthe year 1985*: 


Name of the Journal 


Name of the Editor 


different 


Place of Publication 








oN am! 
Year Place 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
J. Kujibara Patra Mahanta Sadhu Before Kujibara village 
(Hand-written Sundar Das 1838 near Chaudwar 
journal) 
2. Jnanaruna Rev. C. Lecey 1849 Cuttack 
3. Oriya Sarkari Rev. C, Lecey 1851 Cuttack 
Gazette 
4. Prabodha Rev. C, Lecey 1856 Cuttack 
Chandrika 
5. Arunodaya 1861 Cuttack 
6. Utkal Dipika Gouri Shankar Ray 1866 Cuttack 
7. Utkal Hiteisini Kalipada 1869 Cuttack 
. Bandopadhyaya 
8. Utkal Subhakari Bhagabati Charan 1869 Cuttack 
Patrika Das 
9. Cuttack Star 1869 Cuttack 
10. Aguani Rev. J. Philips 1872 Cuttack 
JJ. Utkal Putra Pyarimohan Acharya 1873 Cuttack 
12. Sikshaka and Bhaktakabi 1873 Cuttack 
Dharmabodhin Madhusudan Rao 
13. Bhagabat Bhakti Khirodnath Mitra 1873 Cuttack 
Pradaini 
14. Bideshi Dinanath 1873/74 Cuttack 
Bandopadhyaya 
15. Utkal Madhupa Krushna Chandra 1878 Cuttack 
Patnaik 
16. Oriya Gazette 1879 Cuttack 
17. Sevak B. Das, 1883 Cuttack 
P.C. Pattanaik 
18. Sanskarak Chaturbhuja 1883 Cuttack 
Pattanaik 
rr 








* Oriya Prakasan ©’ Prasaranara Itihas by Sridhar Mahapatra. 
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Name of the Journal 


(I) 


nr 


19. Pradip 


26. Samyabadi 


21. Sikhyabandhu 


22. Nabasambad 


23. Orissa Students 


24. Orissa Patriot 


2S. Asha 


26, Sahitya Sammilani 
Samalochana 


27, Dipal 
28. Brahma 


29. Indradhanu 


30, Utkal Chikitchhak 


31. Pravati Tara 


32. Utkal Sahitya 
33. Alochana 


34. Mukura 


35. Star of Utkal 


36. The Oriya 


37. Sahakar 


38. Samaj 





Name of the Editor 


Place of Publication 








co ay 
Year Place 
(2) (3) (4) 
Saratchandra 1885 Cuttack 
Mukherjee, 
Mrugankadhar 
Raychoudhury 
Lalitmohan 1886 Cuttack 
Chakrabarti 
Bhaktakabi Madhu- 1886 Cuttack 
sudan Rao 
Bhutanath Basu 1886 Cuttack 
Laxminarayan 1886 Cuttack 
Dasgupta (Kendraparha). 
Kulabruddha Madhu- 1888 Cuttack 
sudan Das 
Sadhu Charan Ray 1889 Cuttack 
Chaturbhuja 1889 ~—s- Patriot Press, Cuttack 
Pattanaik 
1889 Victoria Press, Cuttack 
Biswanath Kar 1892 Cuttack Ray Press 
Lala Ramnarayan 1893 = Cuttack) ~=—- Printing 
Company. 
Ramakrushna Sahu 1894 Ray Press, Cuttack 
Wilkins 1896 Cuttack Mission Prass. 
Cuttack. 
Biswanath Kar 1897 Cuttack 
Jalandhar Dev 1900 Jagannath Baliav Press, 
Deogada. 
Brajasundar Das 1905 Cuttack 
Khitish Chandra 1909 Cuttack 
Ray Choudhury 
Kulabruddha 1910 Cuttack 
Madhusudan Das 
Laxminarayan Sahu 1919 Cuttack 
Utkamani Gopaban- 1919 Cuttack 


dhu Das 
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Name of the Journal 








CUTTACK 


Name of the Editor 


Place of Publication 


ea re, 


fe ee a 
Year Place 
(1) (2) (3) (4) 
39. Chhatradarpan Kalindi Charan 1919 Cuttack 
Panigrahi 
40. Jnanaprachar Parikshit Das Sharma 1921 Cuttack 
41. GandhiSamachar Niranjan Patnaik 1924 Cuttack 
42. Baruni Raybahadur Rajki- 1925 Cuttack 
shore Das 
43. Adventure Nandakishore Das 1926 Cuttack 
44. Young Utkal Bhubanananda Das 1927 Cuttack 
45. Prachi Prof. Artaballav 1928 Cuttack 
Mohanty 
46. Yubak Bansidhar Misra 1928 Cuttack 
47. Desakatha 1930 Cuttack 
48. Prajatantra Harekrushna Mahtab 1930 Cuttack 
49. Swarajya Rajkrushna Bose 1930 Cuttack 
50. Satya Samachar Biswanath Kar and 1931 Cuttack 
Gopal Chandra 
Praharaj 
51. Bharati Balakrushna Kar 1932 Cuttack 
52. Paramarthi Raghunath Mohapa- 1932 Cuttack 
tra 
53. Mahayoga Brajamohan Pal 1932 Cuttack 
54. Sarira Radhanath Satapathy 1932 Cuttack 
55. Yuga Bina Harihar Mohapatra 1933 Cuttack 
56, Gandhi Seba- 1933 Cuttack 
Sangha Patrika 
57. Nirvik Desakatha Lala Nagendra 1933 Cuttack 
Kumar Ray 
58. Rasachakra Pratap Sen 1933 Cuttack 
59. Pravat Sarat Kumari 1933 Cuttack 
Samantaray 
60. Mahabharat Nilakantha Das 1934 Nababharat 


a aa ee 
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Name of the Journal 


61. 


62. 


63. 


64. 


65. 


66. 


67. 


68. 


69, 


70. 


71. 


12. 


73. 


74, 


75, 


76. 


ae 


78. 


79. 


80. 


81. 


(1) 


Lokmata 


Cuttack Law Times 


Observer 
Adhbunik 


Dagar 


Niankhuota 


Krusaka 


Baitarani 


Satakatha 


Chhatra 
Janata 


Rachana 


Nababharat 


Utkal Prasanga 


Jagarana 


Orissa Review 
Orissa First 


Orissa Police 
Magazine 


Matrubhumt 


Ganatantra 


Udaya 


Name of the Editor 





_— 





Place of Publication 





Nabakrushna Choudhury 


Lakshminarayan Sahu 


Raghu Raut 

Banamali Patnaik 
Pandit Godabarish Mishra 
Harekrushna Mahtab 
Pandit N ilakantha Das 


Sudhir Kumar Ghosh 


K. N. Acharya 


B. Mishra 


Balakrushna Kar 


Surendranath Mohanty 


penne anes 
Year Place 
(2) (3) (4) 
First Nilakantha Das, then 1935 Cuttack 
Chintamani Misra 
1936 Cuttack 
Madhusudan Mohanty 1936 Cuttack 
Bhagabati Charan Panigrahi 1936 Cuttack 
First Laxmikanta Mohapatra, 1937 Cuttack 
then Nityananda 
Mohapatra 
Godabarish Mohapatra 1938 Cuttack 


1938 Krusaka Press, 


1939 


1939 
1940 
1940 
1941 
1942 
1943 
1943 
1944 
1945 


1947 


"4947 


1947 


1948 


a a 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 
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Name of the Journal Name of the Editor Place of Publication 
ao hee 
Year Piace 
(3) (2) (3) (4) 
82. Gramsebak Manmohan Choudhury 1948 Cuttack 
83. Progress Bhubanmohan Pattnaik 1948 Cuttack 
84. The Eastern Times Dr. Haiekrushna Mahtab 1949 Cuttack 
85. Jhankar Dr. Harekrushna Mahtab 1949 Cuttack 
86. Prathamika Siksha os 1949 Cuttack 
87. Diganta Mano) Das 1950 Cuttack 
88. Homeo Bigyan Nagendra Das 1950 Cuttack 
89, Janmabhum! Nabakishore Das 1950 Cuttack 
90. Nuadunia Sarat Pattnaik & Ramakrushna 1951 Cuttack 
Pati 
91. CongresSara Netrananda Mishra 1952 Cuttack 
Sandesh 
92. Scrutiny Rajkishore Pattnaik 1952 Cuttack 
93. Chitralekba Prataparudra Mohanty 1952 Cuttack 
94. Orissa Historical Paramananda Acharya 1952 Cuttack 
Research Journal 
95. Sansar Ramakrushna Nanda 1952 Cuttack 
96. Subhasankha Digambar Das 1952 Cuttack 
97. Nabasiksha Bamancharan Mishra 1952 Cuttack 
98. Tentuli Chhata — Murarimohan Jena & 1953 Cuttack 
Syamsundar Mishra 
99. The Sportsman Subodha Kumar Beuria 1953 Cuttack 
100. Lekha Padmaj Pal 1954 Cuttack 
101. Gan Bhuin Nabaghan Jena & Birakishore 1954 Cuttack 
Padhi 
102. TheBarabati Bhairab Chandra Mohanty 1954 Cuttack 
Stadium 
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Name of the Journal 


wees ee - 


103 
104 
10S 


106 


“te 107 
108 


109 


110 


1}1 


112. 


113. 
114. 


118, 


119. 
120. 


12}. 


(1) 


. Agami 
. Silpadarpan 
. Loksakti 


. Biswakalyan 


. Nabajiban 


. Jaunli Beta 


. Tathapt 


. Dharitri 


. Nirvik 


Akash bani 
Prasarika 


Rashmi 


Ava 


5. Phuljhar 
116. 
117. 


Arthik Bichar 
Kranti 


Yugayatri 


Kalinga 
Chhatrasathi 


Mausumi 


. Bhumika 


.. Adhunik 


. Samukhya 


. Prakasak 
. Puspagiri 


Name of the Editor 


(2) 


Manoj Das 
S. Misra 


Bhagiratht 
Mohapatra 


Bairagi Charan 
Misra 


Chintamani Misra 


Gajendra Kumar 


Nayak 


Girish Chandra 
Misra 


Nandini Satpathy 


Sarat Kumar Kar 


Khetrabasi Nayak 
Sadasiv Das 
Rajendra Burma 
Purushottam Singh 


Gourisankar 
Mahaprasasta 


Saubhagya Ranjan 
Kanungo 


Manmohan Mishra 


R. Sadangi 


Gyanindra Burma 
Haraprasad Das 


Biswanath Pasayat 


Dr. Radhanath Rath 
Sridhar Mohapatra 


Krushna Chandra 
Bhuyan 


Year 


(3) 


1954 
1955 
1955 


1955 


1956 
1956 


1956 


1956 


1958 


1958 


1959 
1959 
1959 
1960 
1960 


1960 


1960 
1960 


1961 
1963 
1963 


1963 
1963 
1964 


Place of Publication 
a iw ae das ci ee = 


a 7 | 


Place 


(4) 


Cuttack 
Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Ramgada, 
Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Pithapur, 
Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Cuttack 
Cuttack 
Cuttack 
Cuttack 
Sarat Press, 
Professcr Pada, 
Cuttack 


Chaudwar, 
Cuttack 


Cuttack 


Chhatrasathi 
Press, Cuttack 


Cuttack 
Cuttack 


Raghunath 
Jew Lane 


Cuttack 
Cuttack 


Ratnagiri, 
Cuttack 
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Name of the Journa) 


127. 


128. 


131. 


132. 


433. 
134. 


140. 


141. 


142. 


143. 


144. 


145, 


146. 


147. 


148. 


149. 


~. 


(1) 


Amar Aina 
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CHAPTER XIX 
PLACES OF INTEREST 


ADANGAGARH 


Adangagarh is a village in Jagatsinghapur subdivision, located 
on the bank of river Devi, a branch of the Mahanadi river. Like the 
river Alaka, the river Devi wasalso used as an important trade route 
in ancient Orissa. The Jagannath temple built at this place is in ruins 
and the deity has been kept in a thatched house raised on the platform 
of the ruined temple. The Varaha image of the original Jagannath 
temple has been fixed inthe renovated temple of Paschimeswar. The 
glory and importance of this place is connected with the memory 
of the great poet, Yasovanta Das, one of the Five Associates 
(Panchasakha) of Shri Chaitanyadev, the great Vaishnav apostle. 


ADASPUR 


Adaspur, an important village on the left bank of river Prachi, 
is 37 km. from Bhubaneshwar via. Phulnakhara by an all-weather 
motorable road. Buses and other road transport services are plying 
both from Cuttack and Bhubaneshwar. 


The villlage is famous for the ruins of the temples of Swapneswar 
Mahadev, Madhavananda, Varaha-Narasimha, Grameswar, Nilakan- 
theswar and Durga. Several loose sculptures of Jaina Tirthankaras 
are alsofound in the locality. The Swapneswar Mahadev temple in 
Pidha style still preserves the Sivalinga. Images of Ganesh, Parvati, 
Karttikeya and Astikajaratkara are lying in the premises of the temple. 
A beautiful image of Risabhanath surrounded by 23 Tirthankaras has 
been kept inthe ruined premises of the Jagamohan. The temple, 
built for goddess Durga onthe left bank of Prachi river, has been 
completely damaged. In its place a new temple has been con- 
structed andthe deity is consecrated as Budhi Thakurani. The ruins 
of Nilakantheswar temple are traced behind the Adaspur High 
English School. The foundation ofthe ruined Grameswar Siva temple 
along with loose images of Narasimha and Mahadev was brought to 
light ata place adjacent tothe Niali branch canal. The Sivalinga of 
this snrine is worshipped under a big tree. The Varaha-Narasimha 
temple comprising Vimana, Jagamohan, Bhogamandap and Natamandep 
Once standing within a spacious compound surrounded by nigh 
walls has now fallen completely and is extant up to plinth level. With the 
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ruins of the original structures a new shrine has been built over the 
Vimana in pidha order which contains the two beautiful images of 
Varaha-Vishnu and Narasimha-Vishnu. The Nabagraha slab of — the 
original temple has bsen wrongly placed onthe northern wall of the 
temple. The temple of Madhabananda inthe central place of Adaspur 
preserves an image of Vishnu worshipped as Madhava. 


There are High English school, college, Upgraded Primary Health 
Centre, hotels, commercial bank, co-operative societies, Stockmen 
Centre and Revenue Inspsctor’s Office at Adasrur, 


Population of the place in 1981 Census was 2,402. 


AN6UPA 


Ansupa lake, situated 85° 86° long. East and 20° 32’ lat. North, 
is the largest fresh water lake in Orissa. From very early times it 
has attracted the imagination of many poets and writers of Orissa. 
The area of this lake varies from 375 acres to 385 acres depending 
upon its water spread which varies with the seasons. It is said 
that the name ‘Ansupa’ is a derivative of the word Ansupata as it is 
a water source (Pata) formed out of a portion (Ansa) of river Mahanadi, 
It is also believed that Ansupa was once known as Hansapata as it 
was awater source (Pata) and habitat of hoards of swans (Hansa) 
inthe past. Itis situated onthe left side ofthe river Mahanad: near 
the village Subarnapur under Banki subdivision. Itis 15 km. from 
Banki directly by crossing the river Mahanadi at Korabar Ghat and 
is about 12km. by road from Athagarh town, It is connected by 
an all-weather road from Darsanpur crossing (situated at a distance 
of 8 km, onthe road ruaning from Athagarh to Narasingh@pur) upto 
Ratagarh via Subarnapur. Buses ply from Cuttack to Ratagarh 
via Ansupa. 


The lake is bounded bythe Saranda hill on its western side and 
Bishaupur hill on its north-eastern side. On its south-east side the 
lake is linked with the river Mahanadi bya channel locally called 
Kabilanala through which flood water of river Mahanadi enters into 
the lake. The stream locally known as Hulhullanala also runs into the 
river Mahanadi. Before the embankment of river Mahanadi was 
raised, the flood waters used to enter Ansupa lake from this side 
as well. Previously during the high floods, the flood water of the 
river Mahanadi used to pass through the lake from its south- 
eastern side driving away the weeds through the south-western side, 
So it was a process of natural de-weeding. But now the water, which 
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enters into the lake cennct be discherged due to tke erection of 
embankment, silting up of the leke, etc. The precess of silting up of 


the lake is so rapid that where there was cree 20 tc 40 feet depth of 
water, now there is hardly 10 feet depth of water. 


The lake, which was once considered to be a beavtiful scenic spot, 
with the passage of time, the lush green forests covering the hillocks 
round th. lake have completely vanished. The lake was once teaming 
with fishes and red lotus flowers, but now itis full of water hyacinth. 
The number of migratory birds which used to ficck from distant 
places in winter has considerably decieased. However, the State 
Government have taken up a scheme, viz., Integrated Development 
of Ansupa Lake Area and efforts are {being made/to develop the 
lake asa place of tousist interest. Picnickers from various places of 
Otissa come to this place round the year for picnics, boating and angling, 


At the end of 1992, there were more than 2CQ fisheimen 
families living inthe villages around the Ansupa leke who have tcrmed 


a co-operative society known as Ansupa Fishermen Primary Co-operative 
Society, Subarnapur. 


BANKI 


Banki is the subdivisional headquarters of the seme neme ard 
is situated in latitude 20°33’ N.S. and longitude 85°33’ E.W. There 
are regular bus services from Cuttack and Bhubaneshwar which are 
93 km. and 64 km. by road from Banki respectively. The Barang and 
Khurdha Road railway stations are the nearest rail heeds, each ata 
distance of 48 km. from this place. 


Banki wasaformer state surrounded by hilly ranges, the outline 
of which forms a picturesque background and presents magnificent 
scenery. The ex-rulers of Banki had their capital near Malati hill. 
Until 1839, Banki was atributary state, the property of the Raja of 
Banki. Inthat year the Raja, having been convicted of murder and 
sentenced to life imprisonment, was dethrored ard his territcry wes 
confiscated by the Government. From 1839 to 1882 Benki was urcer 
the management of the Superintendent of Tributary Mahals, but in 
1882, it was annexed to Cuttack district. For the purpose of 
administration it was made a Tahsil of Cuttack subdivision till 1969 
when it was made a separate subdivision. 
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Biaki is strategically located with the river Gadhei in the east, 
a lofty hill onthe west, the river Mahanadi onthe north and deep 
forest intha south. These natural barriers protected the rulers from 
threat ofthe naighbouring chieftains. The ruins ofthe ancient fortified 
residzncs of the rular is sean from the present heaps of dressed 
stones and broken hills. 


Archazological remains of Bankt could be traced in places like 
Mahaparvata, Deviduara, Jatamundi, Kuspalla, Patpura and Ragadi 
villag3s. Of thesa. Charchika, housing the goddess of the same name 
oaiasmall hillock closz tothe already extinct Renuka river, attracts 
genzral attantion. The temple of this goddess has been constructed 
onthe crest ofthe Ruchikagiri. The place also bears testimony to the 
visit of Parasurama of epic famz who had long meditation before 
goddess Charchika, to get ridof the sin of matricide. After his name 
the place isalso named as Parasurama Pitha and the river Renuka, 
after the name of his mother. 


The temple of Charchika was constructed by a king of Dhala 
dynasty. Though the main temple is architecturaly of no importance, 
its front wooden pavilion preserves Orissa antique att and architecture 
in woodan carviags. The mandapas depict episodes from the Ramayana 
and Mahabharata with intervening carvings of animals, birds, floral 
designs, motifs and are painted with matching colours which add 
glamour to the entire composition. The roofs of these mandapas 
are supported on massive masonry pillars. The presiding 
deity of the temple, fixed to the back wall of the sanctum- 
Sanctorum, has withered and a_ replica is kept in the central 
niche of the outer southern wall of the main shrine identified with 
Chamunda standing ona dead body, fully undressed with a garland 
of skulls around her neck. The eight-handed goddess Charchika 
displays sword, trident, snake, goad, garland of beads, boon, damru 
and severed head. 


There are Pancha Mahadev and Shri Mangala inside the temple. 
Pana Sankranti, Jhamu Jatra, Durga Puja, Kumar Purnima, 
Basanti Puja and Dola Jatra are the important festivals when thousands 
of pzople congregate from nearby villages. 

Non-vegetarian dishes are offered tothe goddess daily. From the 
icoadgraphical and artistic points she may b2 placedin Bhaumakara 
period. The temple is managed by a board of trustees. 
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Here, there are High English schools, college, hospital, post and 
telegraph office, telephone exchange, commercial banks, veterinary 
dispensary, film house, private lodgings and offices of Sub-Collector, 
Subdivisional Judicial Magistrate, Community Development Block 
and other Government establishments. It is the business centre 
of the subdivision. A bi-weekly market sits here on every Tuesday 
and Saturday. The civic affairs of the town are managed by the 
Notified Area Council, Banki. Population of the place according to 
the Census of 1981 was 12,595. 


BARANG 


Barang is a border village between Cuttack and Puri districts. 
It is connected with Bhubaneshwar by road (20 km.) via Patia. There 
is a fair-weather road (30 km.) to this place from Cuttack via Balikuda. 
A bridge is nearing completion over the river Kuakhai, a branch of 
the river Kathjodi, after which Cuttack will be linked by an all- 
weather road. The Barang failway station onthe Howrah-Madras 
mainline of South Eastern Railways is only 2km. from Nandankanan, 
the famous Biological park and the Botanical Garden, and is connected 
by a motorable road. It is a halting station for passenger trains, 
A branch railway line of about 37 km. via Naraj starts from here which 
meets Kapilas Road on the mainline. Town buses are plying regularly 
from Bhubaneshwar via Nandankanan. Nandankanan, named after 
the heavenly pleasure garden of the gods, is a beautiful Biological park 
situated amidst the green forests of Chandaka bordering Cuttack district. 


The park area covers 500 hectares out of which the lake, which 
isa main attraction, occupies about 50 hectares and the rest are open 
forest. The Botanical Garden, to the north ofthe lake, covers nearly 
100 hectares. The main advantage of Nandankanan over most of 
its kind in the country is its natural setting in forest, 
and the central lake with its out-flanking swamps 
and marshes which attract a large number of migratory 
birds during winter. Because of its closeness to the forest, 
many wild animals and birds also move about in the park area. 
‘Elephants are frequent visitors. There are nearly a thousand animals 
and birds of about 100 varieties inthe park kept mostly in natural 
surroundings. There are also 20 varieties of reptiles inthe zoo which 
include Gharial, reticulated python, king cobra, monitors, turtles, 
Mugger crocodiles, etc. A lion safarf#*and an elephant safari have 
been set up here covering extensive areas of forest land. There 


is a proposal for constructing a fope-way between the Botanical Park 
and Zoological Park. 
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The Biological park with its shady trees, green lawns and flower 
beds turns into a veritable pleasure garden of gods in spring and 
winter. The lake provides boating facility to the visitors. 
One can also enjoy a joy ride on elephant on payment. For the 
pleasure and pastime of children, a children’s train is being run in 
Nandankanan since August 1971. The Botanical Garden on the 
northern side of the lake provides beautiful picnic spots, parks, rest- 
houses and tourist lodges. There are also some Traveller’s lodge in 
the Zoological Park. A large number of visitors come to Nandankanan 
everyday, their number increasing on holidays. On New Year’s day 
thousands visit Nandankanan. 

Barang is famous forthe glass and ceramic factory which manu- 
factures glasses, bottles, jars and czramic products such as wash 
basin, pans, flower vase, potteries, soap-stands, etc. There are also 
some potters who prepare good earthenwares. 


Chudangagarh, otherwise called Sarangagarh by the Muslim 
and British historians, is located near the Barang. railway station 
and is 8 km. south-west of Cuttack city on a fair-weather road. Like 
Barabati Fort this fort also played @ significant role in the medieval 
history of Orissa. It acted as a second line of defence being situated 
strategically inadense forest surrounded by lofty mountains and natural 
barriers. 


Chodagangadeva of Ganga dynasty selected this site and built 
the fort for effective safeguard of his vast empire. Remains of fort 
walls, stepped wells, dilapidated temples, tanks with stone revetments, 
granary house, watch towers and dressed stones are abundantly noticed 
within the fortified area. Some of the tanks are called Padma Pokhari, 
Rauta-gadia, Gangua Pokhari, Bada Pokhari, Sana Pokhari, Hatigadhua 
Pokhari, Bhai-Bohu-Dedhasura Pokhari and Ranigadhua Pokhari. 
A large tank named Chudanga Jhil had an area of 0°809374 hectares 
(two acres) with a Deepadandi at the centre. The deities Sarangei, 
Kanaka Durga, Barabhai Khanduala and Jenamani are located in 
the fort area. A ruined palace containing sixteen rooms called 
Solapura Uasa is located inside the fort. The granary of the fort 
is indicated at a place called Chaula Ghara Banka. Chudangagarh 
is now a protected monument of the Archaeological Survey of India, 
New Delhi. 


At Barang, there are High English School, Vocational Training 
Centre, college, post-office, telephone exchange, Employees’ State 
Insurance Dispensary, commercial bank, petrol filling station, police. 
Station, Block Development Office, hotels, shops and agood vegetable 
market. 
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CHAMPESWAR 


Champeswar is a village situated onthe section of the road connecting 
Badamba and Narasinghapur. The road to Baneswarnasi branches cff 
here from the main road. A group of ancient Siva temples are located 
in this village surrounded by a mango grove. The main temple of 
Champanath Siva, built in rekha order, has been plastered with lime 
mortar. One hasto pass through a series of masonry steps downward 
to reach the Sivalinga. The Jagamohan, built in pidha order, has 
also been plastered with lime mortar. In between these two structures 
there is an antarala with openings on both sides. Images of 
Astikajaratkaru (worshipped as Savitri and Satyaban by the local 
people), Kali and Mangala are fixed in the inner niches of the 
antarala. Theinner back wall of the Jagamohan preserves a beautifully 
carved Uma-Maheswar; image which can be compared with the similar 
image found at Khiching in Mayurbhanj district. Besides, inthe temple 
premises there are five,Ganesh images, two Karttikeya images, a Surya 
image, a Nayika figure, a panel showing royal procession and door 
jambs ofan earlier temple. The pot-bellied Ganesh images near the 
door jamb are in dancing poses surrounded by gandharvas, kinnaras 
and apsaras. The two Karttikeya images are remarkably fashioned 
and conveythe best tradition of Orissan art. The image ofthe Sun- 
god surpasses allthe images here in the treatment of decorative orna- 
ments and representation of facial appearance. The chariot of the 
Sun-god is driven by seven well-caparisoned horses and Aruna, the 
charioteer, controls the reins sitting in front. Usha and Pratyusha, 
the two consorts of Sun-god are engaged in shooting arrows to dispel 
darkness. The Sun-god with long boots on the legs, chest-lets (Sanju) 
over the chest, upavita in three beaded strands having acentral knot 
and the well-designed kirttimukha, kirttimukuta, makaratorana, flying 
aPsaras, Chauri bearers and lotus pedestal enhance the beauty and 
grace ofthe entire composition. A beautiful female figure, worshipped 
as Chhayadevi, is also kept near the Sun-gcd. The figure, looking to 


a mirror holding on the left hand, takes vermilion by a stick on the 
right hand. 


The village has yielded a number of copper plate inscriptions belong- 
ing to the Nandodbhava dynasty who ruled in Airavata Mandal as feuda- 
tories of the Bhaumakaras in 9th/10th century A.D. The monuments 
and ruins found here also belong to this period. 


From Champeswar by a narrow village road one can reach Banes- 
warnasi, a picturesque hillock on the bed of river Mahanadi. Remains 
of stupa, brickbats, sculptures and Sivalingas are found on all sides cf 
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the hillock. It was once a leading Buddhist establishment in medieval 
Orissa. Images of Buddha and Padmapani Avolokitesvara found here 
have been removed to the Jayadev Orissa State Museum, Bhubaneshwar 
for prasarvation and displav. Th: Tara imaige2s found here are a great 
success in plastic art in Orissa and the Tara image removed to the Patna 
Museum, Bihar ts exquisitely chiselled and fashioned. Several iniages 
fromthe sitehave been removed to the neighbouring villages and are 
worshipped as Hindu deities. 


CHANDIKHOL 


Chandikhol is situated on the National Highway No.5 and is 40 km. 
from Cuttack. The importance of the place has been increased after con- 
struction of the Express Highway which leads to the famous Buddhist sites 
at Ratnagiri, Lalitagiri and Udayagiri. Jt is about 7 km. from 
Dhanmandal railway station onthe Howrah-Madras Section of the South 
Eastern Railways. 


Ghandikhol Valley of the Mahavinayak hillis famous in Orissa on 
account of the existence of an oldtemple of Vinayak (Ganesh) on its slope 
which is regarded as the first of the panchade vatas (five deities). The 
main significance of the place is a large piece of rock, known as the God 
Mahavinayak, over which the modern temple has been rebuilt. The 
rock is over 3°6576 metres (12 feet) in circumference, oval at the top, 
and has three faces in front. The middle face bears a head and trunk of 
an elephant, the right face is revered as a representation of Siva and knot 
over the left face represents the bound-up tresses of the goddess Gouri. 
The image is accordingly worshipped as the union of Siva, Ganesh and 
Gouri. At a short distance of about 9-144 metres (30 feet) higher up 
from the temple, originates a perennial spring, the flowing water of which 
fills the sacred Kundas (pools) while running down the plain areas. A few 
steps above the waterfall are eight images of Siva called Astalinga. The 
temple built by Gajapati king Anangabhimadeva, builder of the famous 
Konarka temple, fell into ruins andin 1860 A.D. was partly restored 
by Vaidyanath Pandit, the ex-Zamindar of Darpana ex-estate. The 


Jagannath temple of the place has been rebuilt by the head of a Vaishnav 
Math. 


Chandikhol has the charm of an ideal picnic spot on the lap ofa 
thickly wooded hill. The shady trees, the gurgling perennial stream, and 
sprawling Ashram of Baba Bhairabananda draw many visitors and 
picnickers daily. Here there are college, office of Road Transport 
Authority and Revenue  Rest-shed. 
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Kalkalagarh surrounded by thick jungles and lofty hills is situated 
near Chandikhol. The adjacent Nischintapahad contains a large cave, a 
well and a p2rennial spring surrounded by flowery trees. The cave has 
the capacity to accommodate more than two thousand people at a time. 
It is an interesting spot for picnickers. 


CHHATIA 

Chiatia is located ata distance of 35 km. from Cuttack on the N, H. 
No.5. It has achieved the distinction of a religious centre in recent years 
popularly knowa in Orissa as Cohatiabata. It was the main centre of acti- 
vity of a set of Oriya poets of the late medieval period. Their samadhis 
(tombs) have been constructed herein the shape of rekha temples. The 
trinity of Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra in militant form 
on horseback have been installed on the samadhis of three leading sadhus 
of the place. The deities brandish sharp swords in their right hands. 
The famous Batabiuksha_ ( dicus benghalensis ) after which the place is 
popularly called Chaatiabata is located near the temple of Balabhadra. 
The niches of the semi-circular Mandap built under the banyan tree are 
filled with figures of sages and panels depicting mythological stories 
made of lime mortar and painted in bright hues. A shrine for 
worship of Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra has also been built 
in the premises. The deities installed on the masonry pedestal of the 
main sanctum represent a marked departure from their traditional 
placemznis. Here Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra are placed 
next to next instead of Subhadra’s conventional seat in the middle. 
The enclosure. is protected by high masonry walls. 


Amaravati Kataka is situated near Chhatia overlooking the hill Dhania. 
On the eastern side of the hillthe ruins of the famous fort built by 
Chodagangadeva are noticed. The fort was originally envisaged with 
four gate-ways on the four directions. A large-sized image of gajasimha 
is lying onthe main entrance of the eastern side. Theruined structure 
close to the main entrance was khajanakhana or the place for 
collection of revenue. The other heap of ruins is believed to be the 
residence Of the paika. Such type of structures were located on 
each corner of the fort. The royal house was located 
on the northern side. The well of the fort was strongly built by huge 
blocks of laterite stone. It is said that the well which surrounded the fort 
was demolished by the Public Works Department for the sake of the 
stone which was used for the construction of the Orissa Trunk Road 
during the British period. From the size, shape and topography of the 
fort one can reasonably think that it was a military camp. Amaravati 
was one of the panchakatakas established by the king Chodagangadeva, 
the others being Jajpur kataka, Chaudwar kataka, Varanasi kataka 
and Chudanga kataka strategically located to strengthen the military 
operations against the enemies. 
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Ata distance of 8 km. east of Chhatia on the bank of the river Birupa 
i> Situated Ganeswarpur. It was a flourishing Brahminical centre as is 
evident from two highly. ornate stone temples dedicated to Siva and 
Vishnu. Theruins of the Sivatemple dedicated to Lord Tareshwar are 
seen at the centre of the village. Its compound wall is intact, but the 
entrance door, the main tempie and the jagamohan have collapsed. 
A thatched shed has been put up over the garvagrila to protect the 
Sivalinga from weathering actions. The wooden door panels fitted to 
the entrances of the main temple and the jagamohan display excellent 
artistic motifs. 


The Pancha Pandava group of temples dedicated to Lord Vishnu are 
located at the outskirt of the village with Jalauka hill as the backdrop. 
The main Vishnu shrine is inruins. The outer walls of the main shiine 
are pancharatha in plan and are treated in the fashion of the 
corner shrines with niches for Parsvadevatas. Within the shrine is a 
large standing image of Vishnu with four arms anda female figure on 
both sides holding a lotus. The Sudarsan Chakra (wheel) that once 
crowned the sikhara is lying in debris. In general contour, effective 
disposition of different elements, graceful proportion and exquisite 
embellishments, the Pancha Pandava group of temples closely resemble 
the famous Mukteswar temple of Bhubaneshwar. 


The architectural features of the ruined structure and art tradition 
of the sculptures assign a date to the monuments in the Ganga period. 


CHAUDWAR 


Chaudwar is situated onthe north bank of the Birupa river, a branch 
of the Mahanadi, opposite the Cuttack city. It is 5 km. from Cuttack 
on Mahanadi-Birupa barrage road meant for light vehicles only and 
12 km. via Manguli Chhak onthe National Highway No. 5. National 
Highway No. 42 passes through the town. The nearest railway station 
is Nirgundi. 


The place was famous under the Somavamsi tule when Janme- 
jaya Mahabhavagupta occupied this area. It was also one of the five 
Katakas built by Chodagangadeva. Chaudwar seems to have originally a 
number of temples of which some structural and sculptural remains 
are extant. The monument known as Baddhi or  Paravadi 
represents a round and raised pillared hall with seven pillars of 
laterite in situ. Some scholars think it to be the site of royal residence. 
The door jambs, the Navagraha slab, the image of Gajalakshmi on 
the door sill and the images of | Chanda and Prachanda with 
Ganga and Yamuna at the base of the door jambs of Kapileswar 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


1020 CUTTACK 


Siva temol3 indicate that an earlier temple belonging to the Ganga 
period stood here. The parsvadevaitas which have b22n reinstalled in the 
modern structure also indicate the iconographic peculiarities of 
the Ganga period. The temple dedicated to Vaidesvar, inside a math, 
preszrves a few fragmentary sculptures datable to the Somavams! 
period. Tae Uttaresvar temple is in a fair state of preservation. 


Ram Prasad Chanda and Paramananda Acharya noticed several 
Buddhist sculptures at this place. Some of these are missing and some 
have adoro2d the galleries of leading museums of the country. The 
bronze Buddha images, which were reported from this place by 
P. Aciarya, ace no more traceabl2 except the one removed to the Indian 
Museum at Calcutta. Among other Buddhist sculptures of the place 
mention may b2 made of Pragyan Paramita image now missing but 
the photograph of it was published in the book “Buddhism in Orissa” 
by lats Dr.Nibin Kumar Sahu. In the Vaishnavite temple located here 
remarkable imagzs of Khadiravant Tara and Vajravarahi were noticed 
by R.P. Chanda which are no more available. The Avolokitesvar image 
of clorite-schist preserved in the Indian Museum, Calcutta is a two-armed 
figure sitting in /alita pose on 4 double-petalled lotus pedestal. A hillock 
knowa asIndrani Pahar contains thres caves. A numb2r of Buddhist, 
Jaina and Brahminical statues in hartdly“damaged condition have be 
collected from the nearby areas by the local pzople and kept in the pre- 
mises of a Siva temple within the Sevasadan area. The garden in front of the 
Sevasadan is also decorated with several fragmentary sculptures. Scholars 
attribute these sculptures to the Somavamsi and the Ganga periods. 


After Indepzndense, Chaudwar cam2 to prominence as the centre of 
indus:rial growth in Orissa, The Orissa Textile] Mill Ltd., started 
production in 1949. The Kalinga Tubes and the Titaghur Paper Mill 
Ltd. were established in 1955 and 1960 respectively. But the factory, 
Kalinga Tub23 has b22ncloszed and sold to Indian Metals and Ferro 
Alloys Ltd. which has established a charge chrome factory in its place. 
During the Third Five-year Plan period atile factory was established 
in 1966 by the Industrial Development Corporation Ltd., Orissa, which 
has also b22n closed. The name ofthe Titaghur Paper Mill Ltd. has 
since been changed as *Ballarpur Industries due to change in the 
ownership of the mill. The Indian Charge Chrome Plant exports 
charg> chrom: to diffzrent countries from here. Thereis a cotton mill 
at Bhagatpur. Besides, there are several small industrial units manufactur- 
ing coiton goods, footwears, safety match boxes, soap, etc. in the 
industrial estate. The Technical High School, which is one of the two 


such schools in the State is imparting ,education to apprentices on 
industrial subjects, | 
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The Cuttack Central Jail which was established at Cuttack in the 
19th century has been shifted here in 1991 and is functioning since April 
1991 in acalm and secluded area. 


At Charibatia there is an Aviation Research Centre for defence 
operation. 


The town contains hospital, college, High English <chool, 
police-station, Sub-Registrar’s office, Gommunity Development Block, 
post and telegraph office, telephone exchange, inspection bungalow, 
guest houses, filmhouse, commercial bank, club, orphanage, public 
library and reading room, leprosy asylum, church, mosque, hotel 
and daily market. The civic affairs of the town are managed by a 
municipality. 


Population of the place in the Census of 1981 was 32,144. 


CUTTACK 


Cuttack, the former capital of Orissa, is situated in lat. 20°29' N, 
and long. 85°50’ & The city of Cuttack stands at the apex of the 
delta of the Mahanadi, the great river of Orissa. It extends from 
the Mahanadi on the north tothe Kathjodi on thesouth and covers 
an area of about 59°57 square kilometres. The situation of Cuttack 
was in various ways fit for the capital of the country in bygone 
days. Its geographical position at the bifurcation of the river 
Mahanadi is unique in India, as all big cities are generally situated 
at the junction of two rivers. Its position is such that it served 
as the only narrow strip of the land route of the country and as 
such people coming from the north and the south and vice versa 
had no other alternative but to crossthe Mahanadi and Kathjodi 
at Cuttack. The hill ranges situated to the west and the wide and deep 
rivers to the east of the city exclude all possibility of the alignment 
of the highway from the north to south and vice versa, and it seems 
that the Nandas and the Mauryas had to cross the Mahanadi at 
Cuttack and the same was traversed by Kharavela at the time of his 
Magadha campaign. The route of communication for the west or 
Central India lay through the valley of the Mahanadi and terminated 
at Cuttack. 


In the north and south of Cuttack are situated respectively the 
sites of Chaudwar and Sarangagarh or Chudangagarh where there are 
ruins of big forts. The fort of Chaudwar lies on the left bank 
of the Birupa branch of the Mahanadi and that of Sarangagarh or 
Chudangagarh on the right bank of Kathjodi which branches off 
at Naraj where Mahanadi first emerges from its rocky bed to the 
alluvial plains. 
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The word ‘Cuttack’ is anglicised from the Sanskrit word ‘Kataka’ 
which signifies seven different meanings out of which the two noted 
below are applicable here. The first meaning is the ‘military camp’ 
and szeond is the ‘fort or capital or the seat of the Government’. 

The history of Cuttack is the history of Orissa from the early 
part of 13th century A. D., that is, fora period of over 750 years 
during which period it was the capital of the country amidst many 
changes in the administration, viz., the Gangas, the Suryavamsis, the 
Bhois, the Chalukyas, the Afghans, the Mughals, the Marathas and 
the British. According to the inscription No. 256 ofthe South Indian 
Inscriptions, Vol. VI, dated Saka era 1035 or 1113 A. D., Chodaganga- 
deva had his capital at Kalinganagar (Mukha-lingam). It seems that 
Anangabhimadeva named his new capital as Abhinaba Varanasi Kataka. 
The Nagari copper plates was issued by the king Anangabhimadeva 
in 1230 A. D. and it was issued from Abhinava Varanasi Kataka. 
So, the date of foundation of Abhinava Varanasi Kataka may safely 
be assigned prior to 1230A.D. In course of time, Abhinava Varanasi 
Kataka in the 14th and 15th centuries A. D. was popular as Varanasi 
Kataka and the Muslim historians called it as Kataka-Banaras. In 
16th century A. D., it was further shortened to simply Kataka of which 
the anglicised modern form is Cuttack. | 


However, it is difficult to fix the antiquity of Cuttack city as 
there is no positive historical records to tell the exact beginning of the 
human settlement here. But thefact that Cuttack has developed ona 
deltaic land at the apex ofthe Mahanadi delta suggests its beginning 
to some point of time during the evolution ofthe delta, though it 
is not possible to tell when exactly the pre-existing settlement around 
Cuttack took the shape ofa city. It is very likely that the primitive 
settlement grew into a township sometimes before a millennium or so. 


The population of Cuttack in 1901 was 51,364 persons. It grew 
at a slow rate till 1941 when it reached to 74,291 persons. After 1941, 
Cuttack is experiencing a steady high growthrate asits population 
increased from 1,02,505in 1951 to 2,69,950in 1981. 


As the city is located in the apex of the Mahanadi delta, the bed 
of the rivers, Mahanadi and Kathjodi, are higher in elevation than 
the city core. The average elevation of the middle tract of the city, 
Starting from Bidanasi upto Bajrakabati is the lowest portion and its 
level even becomes lower than that of the high flood levels of the 
Kathjodi and Mahanadi during the floods. During the monsoons 
the city is flooded with local heavy downpours. Thedrainage channel 
takes its origin from Tulasipur and passes through the areas such 
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as Sutahat, Patapola, Rausapatna, Bajrakabati, Chhatrabazar and 
finally reaches Matagajpur where through a sluice drain the water 
discharges into the river Kathjodi. This drain provides the outlet 
for surplus water of the entire area of the city situated between the 
Mahanadi and Kathjodi and the right bank of Taladanda_ canal 
excepting the S.C. B. Medical College areas. Many other branch drains 
join this drain and augment its flow. The second drainage channel 
is from Orissa Military Police (O.M.P.) square to Bidyadharpur farm. 
This drain starts from O. M. P. square and runs parallel to Cuttack- 
Paradeep road and passes through Central Rice Research Institute 
at Bidyadharpur. This crosses the Mahanadi right embankment through 
Gulguli sluice near Bidyadharpur and drains the water into river 
Mahanadi, The areas between Mahanadi, Taladanda left and college 
square road drain into Mahanadi through Kaliaboda © sluice. 
The drainage through the above drains is not proper since the gradient 
and sections are not sufficient to drain out the rain water for which 
inundation takes place, Besides, there are a number of low pockets 
in the city which does not get drained away through these main 
drains, Thus, the drainage has remained a perpetual problem of Cuttack 
city from the past and it has been aggravated by the unplanned and 
irregular construction which have disturbed the natural flow of water, 
Further, the local pools and tanks which used to work as ‘soak pits’ 
of rain Water, have also been either filled up in natural process or for 
construction work, This process has aggravated the drainage problem, 


Since Cuttack is an old city, it is mostly an over-grown village 
which has conglomerated several villages by sprawl of the city and 
consequently the growth has been most disorderly and unplanned, 
The very names of different localities suggest that they were named 
after different occupational structure of the people of the locality. 
They are Keuta Sahi, Sagadia Sahi, Bania Sahi, Saanta Sahi. ete. 
Some of the villages are suffixed by ‘Pur’ like Tulasipur, Kesharpur, 
Haripur, Sikharpur, etc, Later, some markets were established at 
different periods to serve the need of the growing community. They 
are like Balubazar, Choudhuribazar, Chhatrabazar, Buxibazar, Ranihat, 
etc. During the Muslim period, several market places were also 
established which were named after the persons who established them. 
They are Sekhbazar, Mahamadiabazar, Kazibazar, etc. Thus, tiie city 
has grown from the nucleus Barabati Fort towards the east due to 
natural barriers in west, north and south. The first settlements 
developed on the levees of the Kathjodi which was comparatively 
in higher elevation than that of the Mahanadi. Consequently, 
the oldest part of the city like Bakharabad, Choudhuribazar, Balubazar 
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and Chandinichauk are on the left bank ofthe Kathjodi and street 
patterns are very narrow and winding in these areas. These areas 
are also very thickly populated tracks of the city even now. To 
the east of the railway line a township called Nayabazar has 
developed where the O. M. P. campus and the Central Rice Research 
Institute are located. This part of the city used to be linked 
with old part of the city through only one level crossing which 
created considerable traffic bottleneck due to railway shunting of 
wagons to the Malgodown marshalling yard. This problem was solved 
recently by the construction of a fly-over bridge at the site of the 
level-crossing, one uNder bridge at the link road and another under 
bridge at Kaliaboda, on the bank of the Mahanadi, The area to the 
west of the Barabati Fort, more particularly Bidanasi area, remained 
undevloped till the late Seventies. Now a new township is_ being 
developed hzre for morethan twolakh population after the construction 
of the ringeroad. 


Onze of the peculiar characteristics of Cuttack is the shifting of 
the busin3ss czntres over ths decades. In historic past, Chandinichauk 
was the chief business centre of the city. In a subsequent period 
it shifted to Chaudhuribazar and Marwadi Patti areas which still 
retain it toa great extent specially for wholesale textile goods and the 
articles manufactured from the precious metals like gold and silver. 
The third shift of the business centre was towards the? Buxibazar, 
Mangalabag and Ranihat areas. With the shifting of the main bus 
terminal to Badambadi, once a low lying marshy vacant pocket where 
paddy and vegetables were cultivated, the business centre tended to 
shift to Bajrakabati road and Dolamundai where a large number of 
new retail trading centres have developed alongwith Badambadi area. 
The Chhatrabazar and the; Malgodown areas are the main wholesale 
trading places for vegetables and food-stuffs respectively. 


The most important point of engineering skill is in the laying out 
of the city of Cuttack and its horse-shape pattern of stone’ revetment 
which not only protects the city from the furties of floods of the 
rivers, the Mahandi and the Kathjodi, but also from the defence point 
of view serves the purpose of rampart and the rivers as the ditches. 
In this work the Oriya engineers of the 13th century A."D., the Age 
of Konarka, have shown their unique skill as to how man could control 
nature for a humanitarian cause. It is simply a wonder that this 
revetment has resisted the furries of nature for a period of over 750 
years. According to the traditional account recorded in the Madalapaniji 
( records inscribed in palmleaves maintained in the Jagannath temple 
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at Puri ) the embankments were built by one Markata Keshari in the 


Saka era 889 or 967 A. D. But, as there is no corroboration of this 


from epigraphical sources, this tradition may not be genuine. We 
do not know how and when exactly this great work of enginecring 


skill was executed as a protective measure of the ancient capital of 
Orissa. 


The stone revetment was constructed with sized block stones, the 


average dimension of stones being 80 cm. in length, 40cm. in breadth 


and 30cm. in height. lLaterite stones were mostly used but sandstones 


were also used at certain points. 


The embankment was 171 km. in length. It started from 
Chahataghat in the right bank of Mahanadi upto Hariharghat in the 
left bank of Kathjodi via Satichaura, a length of 3 kilometres. From 
Haritharghat, it passe; upto Khannagar burial ground via Ganeshghat 
and Purighat, a length of about 3°6 kilometres. From there a tie 
Bundh was provided from Khannagar to Jobra via Dolamunduai and 
Ranithat, a length of 3°21 kilometres. From Jobra, in the right bank 
of Mahanadi, the embankment followed the river connecting back 
at Chahataghat via Matamath and Gadagadiaghat, a length of 73 
kilometres. Thus, the total length of embankment laid out was 17°] 
km. protecting an area of about 15 sq. km. which formed the Inner 
city. This historic Bundh has been buried for the construction of a 
ring road which became essential to save the city from the fury of 
floods and also from its natural decay. The planning and construction 
of this ring road was the direct outcome of the furious unprecedented 
flood in the rivers of Mahanadi and Kathjodi which threatened Cuttack 
city in 1982, This ring road re-vitalises the decaying north-western 
portion of Bidanasi and has given a new lease of life te the city and 
the delta apex. However, the Bada Guruja on the Kathjodi side and 
some stretches of original revetment between Satichaura and Chahatagiat 
and between Chahataghat and Gadagadiaghat can still be seen as a 
glowing example of the excellent work done by our ancestors. 


A tradition current in Orissa goes that one day king Ananga- 
bhimadeva III while crossing the Mahanandi saw on its southern bank 
in the vicinity of the Bisheswar Siva situated in the village Barabati 
that a heron had killed a hawk. The king was astonished at this unusual 
event and thought it as an auspicious place and laid the foundation of a 
‘Kataka’ in the Barabati village. After building a palace and making 
it a ‘Kataka’ he called the place as‘Abhinava Varanasi Kataka’ and 
left Chaudwar Kataka, his former abode. This tradition is supported 
by his copper plate grants. He is also credited as the builder of some 
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Jagannath temples in Orissa. The chief among them was the temple 
of Purusottam built by him in Cuttack. The idol of Purusottam- 
Jagannath was made of Stone. Tarik-i-Firoz Shahi reported that 
inside the fort there‘was a stone idol which the infidels called Jagannath 
and to which they paid devotion. “During the Mughal -period the 
entire temple was "razed to the ground by the iconoclastic Muslim army. 
The unique Lakshmi-Narayan image preserved in the Gangamandir 
temple ipremises, ‘the graka image recovered from the: collectorate 
premises during digging up the foundation of the building for the State 
Bank of India and the loose sculptures of Kubera, Varuna, Mandi- 
raharini, etc., fixed to the inner compound wall of the Amareshwar 
Siva temple of Buxi Bazar, appear to have positive connection with 
this Ganga edifice. They bear artistic designs and iconographic features 
of the Ganga period. 

Barabati Fort witnessed the fortunes and decline of a long line of 
Ganga and Suryavamsi rulers. In 136! A. D., Firoz Shah invaded 
this place and made its king captive. The last few kings of the Ganga 
dynasty were weak for which Orissa became the happy hunting ground 
of the invaders both from north and south. Kapilesvaradeva, other- 
wise known as Kapilendradeva, retrieved the lost fortune and prestige 
of the kingdom after occupying its capital and waging successful war 
expeditions. He -succeeded in carving out an empire which extended 
from the Ganges in the north to the Cauvery in the south. Purusottam- 
deva, after the death of his father, maintained the unity of this far- 
flung empire. His son Prataparudradeva lost most of his ancestral 
dominions and did not try to recover it. His successors -were weak 
and Govinda Vidyadhar, the Minister of Prataparudradeva, managed to 
establish the Bhoi dynasty at this place after assassinating the sons 
of Prataparudradeva. The last Bhoi king Raghunath Chotaray was 
killed by his General Mukundadeva of Chalukya lineage. He ruled 
from 1560 to 1568 A. D. with his residence in the Barabati Fort area. 
It was he who profusely added to the building and fortification of 
Barabati. In the Ain-i-Akbari, it is described as a fine palace consisting 
of nine courts. During the rule of the Muslims and the Marathas it 
continued to be the administrative centre of Orissa. They added to 
the buildings of Barabati and strengthened its fortifications. william 
Burton, who visited the place with Ralph Cartwright in 1633 A.D, 


was very much impressed with the magnificence and pomp of the 
stately court. 


The British took possession of Barabati Fort, the main seat of 
occupation of @rissan rulers in October 1803. The fort, which for 
centuries was the residence of the ruling dynasties, became with 
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the occupation of the British, the prison for confinement of several 
illustrious rulers of the land. In 1812 A. D. the Raja of Kujang, in 
1818 A. D. the Raja of Khurda andin 1819 A, D. the Raja of Surguja 
with his family members were kept under strict sufveillance inthis fort. 
Then started the act of vandalism to destroy the fort. In [&28, by the 
suggestion of Peckenhem, the then Commissioner, stones of the fort 
were used for repair of the revetments and public roads, and even sold 
to persons at a price of rupees five or six per hundred picces of dressed 
stone. In 1829, the lighthouse at the False Point and the Cantonment 
road of Cuttack were constructed with the stones of this fort. Toynbee 
observed in 1873 that the fort was converted into “‘an unsightly series of 
earthen mounds and a wilderness of stone pits”. Everything was lost ex- 
cept an earthen mount, the mosque of Fateh Khan Rahim, the gateway 
and the revetment of the road. The fort area now contains the Cuttack 
Club, residential quarters, Government offices, Playground, tndoor 
Stadium, old barracks and a newly built temple dedicated to 
Goddess Gadachandi. On the western side of the fort, stands the tomb 
of Bukhari Shah, a Muslim saint. The tomb ts a flat-roofed wooden 
structure of about 18’x15’ and consists of two rooms, the rear one 
containing the grave. The moat which was under pisciculture by the 
Central Inland Fisheries Research Institute (now abandoned duc to 
shifting of the institute to Kaushalyaganga near Bhubaneshwar) 
measures about 100 feet wide and 12 feet deep. The gateway consists 
of an arched opening of 9 feet 3 inches broad and 16 feet high. 
A few years back, eight large-sized cannons were recovered ffom a 
place close to the entrance gate of the fort and taken to the Orissa 
State Museum, Bhubaneshwar for preservation and display. The 
Fateh Khan mosque has also undergone repairs by the Orissa State 
Archaeology, Bhubaneshwar. Close to the newly constructed Cuttack 
Club, building foundations of magazine houses and arsenals could be 
traced. Parts of these fallen buildings have been remodelled for other 
purposes. Some years back, two sculptures were recovered from the 
moat during renovation for pisciculture. Of the two sculptures, one 
depicts swinging of a couple seated on a jhula similar to the Shulana 
ceremony observed for Radha-Krishna in many parts of Orissa. The 
figures are adorned with rich decorative costumes and ornaments. The 
second piece is depicted with a scene of marching of the royal army 
consisting of elephant forces and infantry soldiers. Stylistically. both 
the sculptures can be assigned to a date in Gajapati period which 
might have adorned a temple located in the vicinity of the fort. 
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The excavations of Barabati Fort started from the 1st December, 
1989 and continued till the 3lst May, 1990 when the work was 
suspended due to the approach of the rainy season. After the rainy 
season excavation works were resumed from the 15th November, 1990 
to the 3lst May, 1991. The excavations revealed structures of three 
periods, viz., Early Medieval period (13th to 14th century A. D.), 
Medieval period (15th to 16th century A. D.) and late Medieval 
period (17th century A. D. onwards). A detailed account of the 
excavations by Dr. B. K. Sinha, Superintending Archacologist, 
Archaeological Survey of India, Excavation Branch No, IV, Bhubaneshwar, 
who was in charge of the excavations of Barabati Fort has been 
given inthe Appendix I of this chapter. 


The premises of the Basuli Thakurani shrine of Baniasahi preserves 
many fragments which include maga and nagini figures, yaksha with 
raised hands, amalakasilas, lotus medallions, mounted lions, broken 
Saktipitha and many miniature Sivalingas. An image of Lord Narayan, 
Goddess Saraswati and two Buddhist icons are under worship at this 
place. The Buddhist Avolokitesvara image is worshipped by the people 
as Lord Brahma, Buddhist images seem to have been brought here 
from other places. The figure of Amitabha seated on a double-petalled 
lotus pedestal in Yogasana pose and the figure of Jatamukuta Lokesvara 
designed in standing pose ona lotus pedestal flanked by Tara and 
Hayagriba in demonic appearance are firmly planted tothe ground on 
both sides of the masonry mandap in front of the’ Solapuama_ temples 
located inthe Pilgrim road. These are said to have been brought to 
this place by John Beams during his search for antiquities from the 
neighbourhood of Lalitagiri in Cuttack district. In the premises of 
Ravenshaw College, a stone slab containing the statue of a royal figure 
in full military vigour is planted on a masonry pedestal, The piece 
was collected from Sisupalgarh near Bhubaneshwar, the State capital 
of Orissa, and displayed here since the Provincial Museum was located 
initially at the Ravenshaw College building. Originally Cuttack had 
a number of Hindu temples, the vestiges of which aie seen in several 
small modern shrines cropped up in different areas of the city as objects 
of worship. The Nagari Copper Plate of Anangabhimadeva III records 
the construction of a temple for Lord Purusottam at this place. Poet 
Sarala Dasrefersto the Vivesvara temple onthe bank of the Mahanadi 
at Varanasi Kataka, but on its site we now see a much renovated temple 
called Gadagadesvar Mahadev. Of the later Hindu temples mention 
may be made of the Amareshwar temple of Buxi Bazar, Gangamandir 
of Kazi Bazar. Raghunath temple and Jagannath temple of 
Telenga Bazar, Lakshmi-Narayan temple of Mansinghpatna. Land@ 
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temple near the District Judge Court and Paresvara Siva temple of 
Paresvara Sahi. Besides, there are numerous small shrines dedicated 
to different gods and goddesses of Hindu pantheon scattered throughout 
the city. The most important shrine among these is the Chandi Mandir. 
The city also contains several important maths, viz., the Mastaram 
Math, Rasbehari Math, Tulasipur Math, Gopalji Math, Bangalisahi 
Math, Ananta-Gopal Math, Jagannath Math, Chaitanya Math, Nala 
Math, Sangati Math, Chaudhury Math, Gurukshetra Ashram = and 
Radha Krushna Math and Narasimhanath Math. Besides, there are 
several Puja Mandaps, the notable being the Chandi Medha, where 
Durga Puja is celebrated with much pomp and ceremony during the 
Dasahara festival. The other notable festivals of the place are Raja, 
Kartik Purnima ( whsn the famous Bali Jatra is observed ), Kali 
Puja and Dola Purnima. 


The city contains three Jain shrines located at Chaudhuribazar, 
Kazibazar, Kathagada Sahi and Bakhrabad. The Jain temple of 
Choudhuribazar, b2longing to Digambara_ sect, displays all the major 
features of an Orissan temple situated within a spacious compound. 
Its main temple was built in ypekha order and the Jagamohan in pidha 
style, a common feature inthe later temples of Orissa. The pedestal 
at the centre of the sanctum contains a number of Jain divinities made 
of stone, marble and brass. The marble idols of the temple represent 
figures of Santinath, Parsvanath and Chandraprava. The brass icons 
répresent the images of Risabhanath, Ajitanath, Santinath and 
Parsvanath. A Jaina Risabhanath figure datable to the I]th century 
A.D. has been fixed toa niche ofthe Jagannath temple at Dolamundei. 
It was recovered from a tank of the nearby area during the time of 
renovation. The Svetambaras have their Jain temple at Kazibazar. 
The Terapanthi Jains have their religious place known as Terapanth 
Bhavan at Kathagada Sahi. The Sthanakbasi Jains have their Ahim- 
sa Bhavan at Bakhrabad. 


The city for a pretty longtime was the seat of administration of the 
Muslim rulers of Orissa. During that period the Muslim monuments 
were built for use of Muslim adherents and the Nawabs. The Lalbag 
palace wasconstructed in 1633A.D. Inside the palace lies the tomb of 
the Saint Shah Mansur stfetching from east to west instead of north 
to south. The Jami Masjid of Balu Bazar bears the characteristic features 
of a congregated prayer hall. This mosque built by Nawab Ekram 
Khan in 1689 A. D. was dedicated to the Mughal Emperor Aurangzeb’s 
daughter Shahzada Begum. The Diwan Bazar mosque built in 1666 
A.D. is another monument of beauty and grandeur of the place. The 
Quadam-i-Rasool, enclosed on all sides by high stone walls, is the main 
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burial ground of the Muslims of the place. [t contains among others 
the grave of Mahamud Taqui Khan, the Deputy Nazim of Orissa, who 
died in 1735 A. D. Quadam-i-Rasool is a monument of great importance, 
built by Shuja-ud-din Khan. The mosque inside Quadam-i-Rasool corress 
ponds in design to the Ujjala Khan mosque at Mahammadia Bazar and 
the Shahi Masjid of the Barabati fort area. Among other Muslim 
monuments of Cuttack, mention may be made of Panju Shah and Fateh 
Mahamud mosque of Oriya Bazar, Bukhari Shah of Barabati Fort, 
Malang Shah of Buxi Bazar, Mastaan Shah ‘of the Cantonment road 
and Sadar Shah mosque of Shaikh Bazar. 


The city contains many cemeteries and cfemation grounds. 
Notable among these are Sati Chaura, Gora Kabar, Kaliaboda and 
Khannagar. Sati Chaura contains the tombs of many illustrious sons 
of Orissa. 


During the British period three churches were consturcted, one 
for Roman Catholics, another belonging tothe Church of England and 
athird tothe Baptist Mission forthe conduct oftheir prayer and other 
Teligious performances. Besides, there are a few churches at Sutahat 
and Petin Sahi. 


The Gurudwara Guru Nanak Datan Sahibin Cuttack is situated 
at Kaliaboda in memory of Guru) Nanak who visited this place in 
1506 A.D. He planted a Sahada tree here which is considered as a 
sacred place for Sikhs. In 1935, a Gurudwaia was constructed here 
where Sikhs congregate for prayers and social meetings. 


The Mahima devotees are no stranger to the Cuttack city. The 
first Mahima Ashram was built in a thatched house at Darji Sahi 
of Chandinichauk area towards 1910, It caught fire in 1934, but 
was rebuilt on the same spot. During 1953, a permanent Mahima 
Ashram was built here under the guidance of Abadhut Biswanath Baba. 
In 1968, a permanent Alekha Tungi was also constructed adjacent to 
the Ashram. A Mahima, Dharma Pathagar was also established here 
in 1988. Besides, there are Mahima Ashrams at Khatbin Sahi, Kafla 
Bazar, Bidanasi, Bentakarpada, Panchamania, Chahataghat, Bidya- 
dharpur, Jobra, Khannagar, Badambadi and Patapur. 


Politically significant, culturally rich, economically affluent, indus. 
irially developed and historically ancient, the city has played an 
important role in the Independence Movement of India right from 
the beginning in 1857 to itsendin 1947. At different phases of the 
movement, the city actively participated for release of the country 
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from the foreign yoke. Cuttack city was associated with the birth 
of several political organisations which helped in creating sational 
consciousness. These were Orissa Association or Utkal Sabha, Utkal 
Union Gonference, Utkal Sammilani, Utka] Pradesh Congress Committee, 
Khilafat Committee, Swaraj Sebaka Sangha, Utkal Provincia} Kissan 
Sabha, etc. The Cuttack Town Hall and the Swarajya Ashram also 
played prominent roles in furthering the cause of freedom. movement. 


Cuttack also grew up as the. cultural centre of Orissa with the 
concentration. of newspapers, magazines, printing presses, educational 
institutions and places of intellectual. entertainment along with commer- 
cial and administrative centres. Many social, cultural and. literary 
gatherings take place in three important and old buildings, namely 
Town Hall, Shreeram Chandra Bhawan and Sahid Bhawan which are 
situated close to each _ other. 


As regards educational institutions, Rev. William Bamptons started 
the first institution in Cuttack on the 22nd April, 1822 named as 
Cuttack School. Towards 1889, there were four High English schools 
and one college in the city. But towards 1989, within a_ span of 
one hundred years, there were 20 colleges, 4 technical institutions, 
37 High English schools, and about 500 primary, Middle English 
and English medium schools in the city. 


The library development in the city manifests threeforms of growth, 
viz., Public Library, Academic Library and Administrative Library. 
Maths were served as libraries in the past. The libraries in the 
Gopal Jew Math, Bastari Math, Kaliaboda Math, Mastaram Math, 
Dwarikanath Math, Mahavir Math and Nrusimhanath Math are testi- 
monials of the system. The Madrasas and mosques were also served 
as libraries. The Sahi Mosque, Bokhari Sahib Kazihat Mosque, 
the Fateh Mahammed Mosque and Madrasa of Khatbin Sahi contain 
books on Persian, Urdu and Arabic Jiteratures along with other publi- 
cations, The Christian missionary activities in establishing modern 
libraries deserve mention. Cuttack Society was established in 1865 
and towards 1881, it maintained a press, two newspapers and about 
three to four hundred books. Then the Cuttack Town Library was 
established on the 16th October, 1881. After Independence, the library 
activities increased in the field of art, dance, drama, sports, literature, 
etc. and the city is having many public libraries in these fields of 
activity. To mention a few there are Kalinga Bharati, Kala Vikash 
Kendra, Nariseba Sangha, Pujya Puja Sansad, Charukala Parishad, 
Utkal Sangeet Samaj, Utkal Sahitya Samaj, Chandi Pathagar, Netaji 
Pathagar, Pareshwar Club, Paransu Pathagar, Urdu Library, District 
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Informition Centre, (Padhiary.Pathagar),. District Library, Nehru Yuba 
K2aica, Municipality Reading Room and the Universe Reading Room 
and Library. The credit for establishing academic libraries goes to John 
Peter and Bampton Peggs when Baptist Missionary Schools were established 
at Cuttack. At present, almost all the academic. institutions have 
libraries of their own. Among them the Kanika Library in the 
Ravenshaw College deserves special mention. The administrative 
library development in Orissa is ancient. The Somavamsi rulers had 
their own system of archival department. The Muslims introduced 
paper books and documents in record offices. The Marathas followed 
the archival system of the Muslims. But the British Government 
ultimitely reshaped the system. Steps were taken to see that each and 
every piece of paper was dealt in file. The paper was docketed and marked. 
The books of references were cited and quoted ineachcase matter, The 
Jail, Police, Law and Justice, Revenue, Hospital, Salt and Education 
Departments had to establish record offices and libraries for the use of the 
officers. Accordingly, British styled offices developed in Cuttack since 
1803. The Record Room and the library under the Board of Revenue 
at present deserves mention. Besides, the newspaper organisations 
also maintain special libraries for their use, the chief among them being 
the library maintained by the ‘Samay’. 


The theatre movement in {Cuttack was started by the enactment of 
Gitinatyas written by Baishnab Pani, Jagannath Pani and Balakrishna 
Mohanty. Being influenced by the Bengali dramas, Oriya dramatic 
Movement started after 1877. ‘Babaji?, produecd by Jagamohan Lala, 
created a great sensation and was higly acclaimed. In 1844, two theatre 
halls, namely, Magnetic Theatre and the Binapani Theatre were 
constructed where Bengali plays were enacted. But in 1905 and 
1906, the dramas "Duryodhanara Urubhanga’ and ‘Meghanada_ Badha,’ 
written by Shyam Sundar Sathia, the famous Kaviraj of Cuttack, 
were staged at Binapani Theatre. So, it can be said that these two 
dramas were the first Oriya plays staged at Cutteck and Binapani 
Theatre was the first hall where Oriya plays were st: ged. Then started 
the movement of Oriya theatre and professional theatres like Basanti 
Theatre, Orissa Theatre, Annapurna Theatre, Janata Ranga Mancha 
and Kalashree Theatre. Though in course of time all these theatres were 
closed down one after another due to advent of cinema, these have 
created many excellent dramatists, actors, actresses, musicians, painters, 
directors, dancers, singers and play-wrights who have earned name and 
fame. Many of their products are still working in films, All-India 
Radio and Doordarshan. Now, there are many amateur group 
theatres and dramatic clubs functioning in the city as a legacy of the past. 
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In the’ field of press, newspapers and periodicals Cuttack has 
also taken alead. Some ofthe widely circulated daily - newspapers 
such asthe Samaj, the Prajatantra and the Eastern Times are being 
published from here. 


The ‘city of Cuttack plays a vital role in observing fairs and 
festivals of different religious communities. The new almanac for the 
Oriya new year starts fromthe Mahavishuba Sankranti day of the 
month of Aeries every year. On this occasion the city becomes hectic 
due to Bishuba Awards given by the Prajatantra = Prachar 
Samiti to fittorateurs. Social service organisations like Neela Chakra 
and Neela Saila also organise meetings on Mahavishuba Sankranti 
occasion. Jyotirvigyan Parishad observes the day asits day of con- 
vocation. B:ingali people observe this day as Pahili Vatsakhi. Some 
devotees of Lord Siva and Sakti walk onthe fire near Sunshine field 
and Jobra. People prepare sweet drinks (gat) and share this with 
family members: and friends. On Chandan Purnima day the mobile 
images of Radha and Krishna of Choudhuribazar are taken in a Vimana 
Ona procession accompanied by Kirtan parties to Municipal tank for 
boating. Inthe month of Jyestha (May-June) on Snana Purnima day, 
the city observes Snana Jatra of Lord Jagannath. Jagannath Ballav 
Math observes on this day the sacred memory of Shri Chaitanya’s 
visit to this place. The temples of Lord Jagannath at Mahammadia 
Bazar and Dolamundai are visited by hundreds of devotees. People 
observe Raja Utsav in an urban setting in which the young gitls and 
ladies spend three days in merry-making. Meetings and cultural 
shows are organised at Rama Chandra Bhavan, Saheed Bhavan, Kala 
Bikash Kendra, etc. In the month of Asadha (June-July) Netrotsav, 
Ratha Jatra and Bahuda festivals of Lord Jagannath are observed in 
difftrent parts of the city. In the month of Sravana (July-August) 
Jhulana Jatra is observed with much gaiety. Rakhi Bandhan is also 
obszrved most ceremoniously specially by the Marwari people. In 
the month of Bhadrav (August-September) young girls observe 
Bhalukuni or Khudurukuni Osha on every Sunday of the month and 
worship goddess Mangala. Ganesh, the God of knowledge for 
Hindus, is worshipped in almost all educational institutions, clubs, 
Pathagars and training institutes. Biswakarma Puja is celebrated 
most pompously in all mechanical workshops, engineering and automobile 
Organisations. During the month of Ashwina (September-October) 
Durga Puja is celebrated with great pomp and ceremony. Hundreds 
of Medhas depicting Durga, Siva and Parvati images are built in 
different parts of the city and big Toranas and gateways are prepared 
in different colours decorated with lights. Immersion Ceremony 
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(Bhasani Utsab) takes place on the day next to Dushera when all tae 
medhas ef the town come in procession to Purighat on Kathjodi 
for immersion of the deities and that is an occasion of a lafge 
gathering of people from the town and neighbouring villages on the 
Kathjodi embankment. The entire city pulsates with joy and grandeur 
in festivity. On the Kumar Purnima day, Goddess Lakshmi! Is 
worshipped on every Durga Mandap and girls offer Chanda Chakata 
to Moon. 


In the month of Kartika (October-November), Goddess Kali is 
worshipped on Dipavali day and every house is lighted with lamps 
and people enjoy the fireworks. On the morning of Kartika Purnima 
day, people go to Gadagadia Ghat for sacred bath in the Mahanadi 
and float boats made of Solapith or the outer barks of plantain 
tree in memory of the bygone day’s maritime trade. The famous 
Balijatra of the city is observed from this day upto five days inthe 
Balijatra Padia in front ofthe Barabati Fort. Lord Kartika is wor- 
shipped on these days. Onthe Sth day of bright fortnight of Magha 
(January-February), people worship Saraswati, the Goddess of Learning. 
Schools, colleges, clubs, commercial banks and technical Institutions 
observe this festival with great devotion. Inthe month of Phalguna 
(February-March), Siva Ratri or Jagar Amabasya is observed with 
great devotion. Allthe Siva temples of the town are crowded by 
the devotees for worshipping Lord Siva. Phalguna Purnima or Dola 
Purnima is famous for Basanta Rasa. The deities of Radha-Krishna 
are taken out ona Vimana ina procession tothe Melana Padia. A 
big congregation takes place and abira (colc ured powder) is played 
by the participants. Big melanas are organised at Chandinichauk, 
Jobra and Nuapatna. The next day to Dola Purnima is Holi which 
is observed, nowadays, irrespective of caste and creed. 


The Muslim community of the city observe Id-ul-Fitre, Id-ul- 
Zuha, Muhatrum and prophtt Muhammad’s birth day. During the 
Mouhatrum, they take out Tazias in processions, 


Besides, people belonging to different communities and __ sects 
observe their own festivals as prescribed by their holy order. So, 
round the year, some fairs and festivals are being observed in the 
city by various sections of the people. 


Cuttack is famous for silver filigree works and horn works. It is 
the chief commercial centre of the State where transactions to the 
tune of crores of rupees are done regularly. It is well provided with 
means of communication. The National Highway No. 5 passes 
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through the city. There ts also a railway station of the South-Eastern 
Railways. Cuttack is not only the headquarters of the district of the 
sane name, but also of Revenue Divisional Commissioner. Central 
Division, Orissa, Board of Revenue, High Court, Director-General 
of Police, Commissioner of Commercial Taxes, Directorate of Indus- 
tries, Directorate of Fisheries, Directorate of Veterinary and Animal 
Husbandry, Directorate of Printing and Stationery, Divisional Head- 
quarters of Life Insurance and General Insurance Corporatins. 
Shriram Chandra Bhanj Medical College and Hospital, the Orissa 
Engineering School, Ra&venshaw College, Satlabala Mahila College, 
Radhanath Training College, Sisu) Bhawan and City Hospital 
are the premier educational and medical institutions of the State. 
Besides. there are numerous colleges, High English schools, 
Convent school, Central school, training institutes, libraries 
and reading rooms. The Central Rice Research Institute ts a leading 
centre in its field inthe country. The  Barabati Stadium and the 
Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium, which are the premier sports centres of 
the State, are in this town. The Gopabandhu Park. the Gourishankar Park, 
the C.D.A, Park and the Deer Park are some good parks of the city. 
Some four leading daily newspapers and journals are published from 
here. There are good printing presses and block-making centres. The T. V. 
Station, the All India Radio Station, the Bividhabharati Relay 
Centre are located here. The city also contains a Circuit House, 
inspection bungalows, Dharmasalas, commercial banks, hospitals, 
nursing homes, film houses, luxurious hotels, bars, FAX and courier 
services, post and telegraph offices, police-stations, telephone exchange 
with S.T. D. facility on national and = international circuits and 
several big commercial establishments. 


The Civic affairs of the city are managed bya municipality which 
is one ofthe oldest institutions of the State. It was constituted in 1876, 
It maintains 12  Sulabha Shauchalayas and a swimming — fool. 
Population of the place inthe Census of 1981 was 2,69,950. 


DANGAMAL 


Dangamal, situated in Rajnagar Tahsil is famous for crocodile 
sanctuary. It isthe base centre for Bhitarkanika Wild Life Sanctuary. 
The place can be approached only by water route either from 
Chandbali in Baleshwar district or Rajnagar, the Tahsil headquarters. 
It takes about three hours by launch from Chandbali and five 
hours from Rajnagar to reach Nalitapatia Ghat. From_ there, one 
has to walk adistance of about 1 km. toreach Forest Department 
Bungalow and 5 km. to Dangamal village. 
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Bhitarkanika with an area of 672 Sq. km. has been declared asa 
wild life sanctuary since 1975. The picturesque location § of this 
sanctuary, its mangrove forests, criss- crossed rivers, numerous creeks 
and varieties of wild life particularly crocodiles in water, herds 
of deer inthe field and birds of every hue onthe sky, make it one 
of the most attractive sanctuaries in India. It has the world’s largest 
living salt water crocodiles (Baula) about seven metres long and the 
white (Sankhua) crocodiles. Inthe mangrove forest are seen about 
61 species of rare vegetation. About thirty or forty quintals of 
pure honey is collected from its forest area annually, besides other 
forest products. In the months during November to February, 
migratory birds fiom Siberia come here in search of food. They 
are mostly Brahminy duck, bareheaded goose, flemingo, pelican and 
spoon gile. Besides, there are about 166 varieties of birds living here. 
The sprawling Mud Skipper and Hermit Crash in thousands on’ the 
seashore is a sight to be seen in the early morning or at sunset. 
One is likely to meet often basking crocodiles, spotted deer, wild 
pig and avariety of avifauna. 


In 1975, with the help of the Goveznment of India, the Forest 
Department of the Government of Orissa started a centre for research 
and preservation of salt water crocodiles (Baula) here. In artificial 
method, eggs of crocodiles are hatched and reared for 3 to 4 years 
in the centre and then released to the rivers and creeks in large 
number for growth. JItis one of the best sanctuaries in India which 
provides ideal habitat for crocodiles and other reptiles. 


Here, there are post office, High English school and dispensary. 
The inspection bungalow belonging to the Forest Department and the 
Interpretation Centre afford accommodation to the visitors. Population 
of the place inthe Census of 1981 was 883. 


DHABALESWAR 


The temple of Dhabaleswar is situated ona small island in the 
left side of the Mahanadi river inthe revenue mouza of Mancheswar 
in Athagarh Tahsil of Cuttack district. In order to reach the place 
one has to get down at Nuapatna crossing onthe Cuttack-Sambalpur 
road. From there conveyance is available up to Mancheswar Ghat. 
Ferry service from the Ghat tothe Dhabaleswar temple is available 
throughout the day. Another route to approach the temple is 
through a boat journey of five kilometres from Chahata Ghat near 
Cuttack city on the Mahanadi right. Dhabaleswar is 37 km. from 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


PLACES OF INTEREST 1037 


Cuttack and bus service is available up to Mancheswar froni Cuttack 
and Athagarh . A passenger train from Bhubaneshwar to Talcher 
halts at Ghantikhal station, and Dhabaleswar temple is § kim. from 
this railway station. 


One-third of the tsland (46 acres) of Dhabaleswar is covered by 
shrubby forest and with the surrounding water of the Mahanadi, it 
gives a scenic picture. The Dhabaleswar  Pitha is well-known as 
an old Saivite centre. The Padma Purana andthe Linga Purana give 
references to this Saivite centre. According to Padma Purana, Lord 
Indra killed the demon Namuchi and in order to get rid of the sin 
of killing a Brahmin (Namuchi was a Brahmin), took bath near this 
island. Indra founded a Sivalinga on the island and the same is said 
to be the present Dhabaleswar. Popular stories are also prevalent 
among the pcople of Orissa about Dhabaleswar. According to one 
such maxim, a poor Brahmin stole a black bullock of a rich man. 
Lord Dhabaleswar in order to save the poor man changed thie colour 
of the bullock into white for which the lord is known as Dhabaleswar 
(the White God). Another maxim says that the place was found 
covered by white malati flower and nourished by the milk of a white 
cow. This was brought to the notice of the Gajapati Maharaja who 
named it Lord Dhabaleswai, after the Sivalinga was unearthed from 
that place. [t is also said that Gajapati Purusottamdev built the 
temple for his queen Padmavati to worship Lord Dhabaleswar on this 
picturesque island. 


The temple was constructed by the rulers of Athagarh ex-State. 
The present temple, completely renovated, stands on an elevated land 
Inthe western side ofthe island. Muchofthe renovation work of the 
present temple was done during the Maratha period by the rulers of the 
ex-State of Athagarh. The Vimana is in Pancharatha rekha order witha 
pyramidal jagamohan in front. The Sivalinga in the garbhagriha is below 
the ground level. The Vimana and the ja@gamohan are buried under 
the ground up to the Pabhaga level. Both the structures are heavily 
plastered. In order to reach tht Sivalinga, one has to descend a 
series of masonry steps. A wooden mandapa has been constructed 
over the Sivalinga to protect it from the nuisance of birds. 


The outer walls of the vimana and the jagamohan are set with 
carvings of gajasimha, gajavidalas dancing couples and amorous coupks. 
The six-armed and three-headed Kartikeya image recovered from this 
island is a unique specimen of Orissan iconography and art treasure. 
They Tepresent characteristic features of late Somavamsi period. 
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The shrine attracts a large number of people particularly during 
festive occasions. The gathering reaches climax on the 14th day of 
Kartika (October-November), the Bada Osa, when a big mela is held 
here in honour of the presiding deity. Besides, Makara Sankranti, 
Sivaratri, Sital Sasthi are some of the important festivals of Lord 
Dhabaleshwar. 


The temple is under the management of the Endowment Comumi- 
ssioner, Orissa. The Tourism Department has constructed a Panthasala 
here which has five rooms with accommodation for 16 persons, 
Besides, the Soil Conservation Department has done some improvements 
of this island which include fencing, landscaping, gardening and 
bench terracing. The orchad and the garden over an area of 20 
acres enhanced the beauty of this island considerably. 


Mancheswar is the nearest post office and dispensary from here. 


FALSE POINT 


False Point or Batighar is situated in 20°20° N. latitude and 
86°40’E. longitude in the Marshaghai Tahsil of Kendraparha sub- 
division. The place is 85 km. from Cuttack by roadand 6 km. from 
Paradeep through river route. \Jtis a narrow mass of land going out 
into the sea which was once a harbour and hasa lighthouse. 


It derived its name from the fact that it was often mistaken by 
ships for Point Palmyras which was one degree further north of this 
place. The harbour consisted of a shallow anchorage, land-locked by 
island. The lighthouse stands in latitude 20°19’N. and longitude 
86°44‘E. The anchorage was protected by two sandy reefs, called 
Long Island and Dowdeswell Island and was completely land-locked by 
the latter. The Plowden Island for the most vart of the year remained 
alow jungly swamp with a limited area of high ground. 


Two separate channels lead inland from the anchorage, the Jambu 
river on the north and Bakul on the south, a branch of the river 
Mahanadi. In full tide, cargo boats and small steamers used to enter 
these channels. Several tidal creeks also connected the harbour with 
the Dhamra, Brahmani and Devi rivers which were navigable by 
the country boats throughout the year. 


In the year 1879, Government got free gift ofland to the extent 
of 5,411-25 acres from the Maharani of Burdhwan for better regulation 
and communication with False Point and for improvement of False 
‘Point harbour. But the drift of sand deposit and silt by the river 
silted up the harbour rapidly. As it was found impossible to keep 
it open, the False Point was abandoned as a portin 1924. 
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The lighthouse at False Point was constructed in 1836 and the lamp 


was fixed on Ist March, 1883. It is 125 feet high andthe inside 
diameter is 2l feet atthe bottom and 5 feet at the top. The area of 
the institution is 26 acres. Till 1957, the lighthouse was lighted by 
petroleum gas but after that it was electrified by generator. The 
Gentral Government ia Ministry of Transport and Navigation was in 
charge of its care and management. 


Besides the lighthouse, some tomb stones are found within the 


graveyard in the campus of the lighthouse. Due te soil erosion by 
se. the area of this place has beenreduced considerably. There are 
& post office and a dispensary at Flse Point. 


At present, it covers an area of 510°7I hectares and its population 


according to the 1981 Census was 1,587. 


GAHIRAMATHA 


Gahiramatha isa 11°8-kilometre stretch of land, on the seashore, 


under Rajnagar Tahsil and is a place of tourist interest for being the 
largest sea-turtle (Olive Ridley) rookery of the world. To reach the 
place one hasto take a boat or launch from Rajnagar or from 
Chandbali. The boat journey through the mangrove forest of 
Bhitarkanika is quite inspiring and fascinating. 


In the very early hours of the morning on the sandy sea-beach 


a magnificent sight awaits the early risers in Gahiramatha, the mass 
breeding of a most endangered sea-turtle species, the Olive Ridley. 
This species of sea-turtle is an inhabitant of the Pacific Ocean and 


Atlantic Ocean, but visits the Indian Ocean and during January-April 
comes in thousands for breeding at Gahiramatha on the Bay of Bengal. 


Before 1974, the eggs of these sea-turtles were sold mostly outside 
Orissa and annually about 25 to 30 loaded boats, each carrying aggs at 
the minimum of 40,000 and at the maximum of 1,00,000 were exported 
from this area. In 1975,Dr.H.R.Bustard, an eminent expert on the study 
of sea-turtles, had enumerated that annually more than one and a half 
lakh of Olive Ridley sea-turtles come to Gahiramatha for laying eggs. 
On his advice, the Government of Orissa in Forest Department declared 
it as a protected area and established a research centre for study of sea- 
turtles here. The sea-turtles usually come in two phases at an interval 
of two months for laying eggs. Recently it has been estimated that on an 
average two and a half lakh of sea-turtles come for laying eggs annually. 
But in 1987, about six and a half lakh of sea-turtles laid eggs here which 
was aworld record. Normally, the length and the weight of these 
sea-turtles are 75 cm. and 50kg. respectively. 
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.: The female’ turtles usually come out of the water to seashore in the 
night, dig holes of about two feet deep and lay eggs about one to two 
hundred ata time and go back to the sea before dawn, coveting the holes. 
The whole process takes her about one anda half hour. The size of the 
eggs are 35 cm. in length and.30 grams in weight, and look like white 
table-tennis. balls. In about 60 days the cubs come out of the shells 
and move into the sea water. a 


-- The food of this sea-turtle species consists of crabs, shrimps, molluses, 
jelly fish, small fish and all small invertebrates which are plentily availab:c, 


~” The Olive Ridley turtle has become endangered due to its commercial 
exploitation by men for flesh, skin and eggs. The Indian Wild Life 
Pritection’.Act,: 1972 has included Olive Ridley at Schedule I of the 
protected species list prohibiting unlawful trade and unlawful actions. 
To prevent large scale smuggling of sea-turtles by unscrupulous 
predators from West Bengal (the sea-turtles are sold as 
delicacies in Calcutta market), the Government of India have directed 
the coast guard unit of the Indian Navy to apprehend the offenders. 
The Forest Department officials of the Government of Orissa also keepa 
vigilant watch ‘on their movements. These combined efforts have 
reduced considerably the scale of smuggling in sea-turtles. | 


It is also quite interesting to find here temples, sculptures, mud-forts 
and potshteds belonging tothe 10th-11th century A.D. The temple of 
Nahak Babu ‘is arenovated Khakhara temple and cnshrines deities Durga 
and Uma-Maheaswar. Nearby, there is another small but compact 
temple built in sandstone. 


There is arest house of the Forest Department at Ekakula under 
the control of Divisional Forest Officer, Wild Life Division, Rajnagar. 


GOPINATHPUR 

Gopinathpur, situated on the left bank of river Mahanadi, is a village 
in Badamba Tahsil. It was founded by king Gopinath Mangaraj, 
the 13th ruler of Badamba ex-State, after whose name the village was 
named. Itis hardly 8km. from Badamba town, 64 km. by read from 
Raj-Athagarh railway station on the Puri-Talcher railway line and is 
communicited by bus service from different places of the district. 


The place is famous for Lord Simhanath. According to tradition, 
Shri Ramachandra of epic fame, during his vanavas period established 
three Sivalingas namely Ramnath, Simhanath and Baidyanath here at 
three points as atriangle. The Simhanath Temple is situated on a rocky 
island in the Mahanadi river while the othertwo deities are on the tight 
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bank of Mahanadi. The temple of Simhanath belongs to the 9th century 
A.D, It coasists of a baautiful rekha deul and a flat-roofed Jagamohan 
surrounded by a low masonry compound wall. Two subsidiary shrines 
belonging to Jambsswar and [saneswar are located within the precinct 
of the temple complex. The main shrine of Simhanath in rekha order is 
triratha in plan and is a fascinating’ one, both architecturally and sculptus 
rally. Tana temple is sp2cially famous for its Ramayana and Krishnayana 
sculptures, in addition to representation of divinities of the Saiva and Sakta 
pantheons. In the niches of the outer walls are shown parsvadevatds. But the 
niches on the left wall contain images of Ganesh and Kartikeya confusing 
the whole system of installation of parsvadevatas in a Saiva temple in 
Orissa, Th2 niches of other walls contain Ardhanariswar, Hariivira, 
Gangidhar Siva and Ekapada Vatraba, The nicnes are flanked by tall 
and slender plasters, the shafts of which are relieved with beautiful 
damssls and decorative motifs. The carvings are charming and elegant, 
and shows the skill ofthe sculptor. The temple was repaired by Narayan | 
Mangazaj (1617—1635 A.D.), a rulor of tne ex-State of Badamba. Itisa 
protected monume2aot of ths Ovissa State Archasology, Baiasbaneshwar. 
The temple is under the management of the Endowm:3nt Com nission;r, 
Orissa, Bhubaneshwar. 


The Jagamohan is a rectangular, flit-footed and pillared hall. 
Along the edges of the roof are portrayed war scenes of the Ramayana. 
Ths outer walls are sculptured with scroll works, foliated vases, amorous 
couples and floral medallions. The images of Ganga and Yamuna are 
represented onthe front wall. Naar the door jambs aretwo broad bands 

carved with Saptamatruka images.On the left band are Virabhadra 
Mahaswari, Vaishnabi @nd Indrani while on the right band are Brahmi, 
Koumari, Varahi and Chamunda. These figures are charmingly elegant. 
characterissd by a soft plasticity of modelling and perfect cquipoise 
reminiscent of late Gupta tradition. On the lintel of the doorway are 
carved Astagrahas which indicate its antiquity. 


Beyond the compound wall are the temples of Raghunath and Dakshina 
Kali. The temole of Raghunath was built during the rule of 
Bajradhar Raut (1560—1584 A. D.) and that of Dakshina Kali 
during therule of Padmanav Birabar Mangaraj Mahapatra (1748-1796 
A.D.), the rulers of ex-State of Badamba. The deity Dakshina Kali is 
highly propitiated by the local people. 


At Gopinathpur, the ruler Gopinath Mangaraj had constructed a 


temole for Lord Jagannath aad installed the image of Jagannath called as 
Mahimasagar. 
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Tbe Makara festival of Lord Simianath was started by Madhaba 


Rout (1514-1537 A. D.)j, the ruler, of tae , ex-state of Badamba. Since © 
then it is being observed on a grand scale and a me/o is heid here. __ 


Here, there is a rest-shed of the Works Department of the Government 
of Orissa for accommodation of visitors. 


HUKITOLA 


Hukitola is an island in the Bay of Bengal, situated in Marshaghai 
Tahsil under Kendraparha subdivision. It is 96 km. from Cuttack 
by jand route and 1U km.from Paradeep through water route. 


In the past, there was a port-cuym-customs establishment at Hukitola. 
Due to gradual accretion oi sea, the place became unfit for the purpose 
of port and in 1924 it was closed down. Ali the stafts were with- 
drawn leaving only a caretaker watchman to look after the building. 
The root of the building is sloped down in such a way that the 
rain water 1s channelised to the two wells on either side of the 
building which was used for drinking purpose. The butiding 1s now 
under the care of the Ministry ot Surtace Transport, Government 0) 
India. 


The island is of great scenic beauty and a major portion of it 
was once filled with shrubby herbs, The island has lost a major 
portion of it in the sea, In the Census of 1981, the area of Hukitola 
island was 556°85 hectares. The saline forest of the island has been 
declared as reserved forest. There are a post office and a rest house 
at Hukitola. Population of the island according to the 1981 Census 
was 73. 


JAJPUR 


Jajpur is the headquarters of a subdivision of the same name, 
situated on the right bank of the Baitarani river 20° 51’N. and 
86° 20’E. The town is 32 km. from Jajpur-Kendujhar Road railway 4 
station on the Howrah-Madras main line of South Eastern # Railways. 
But, taxis and tempos ply between Jajpur Road and the town. 
The town is also connected to the Baitarani Road railway station 
by an all-weather road. The town is also connected with the National 
Highway No.5 at Sathipur and Kuakkhia. 
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The name Jajpur is either ao derivative of the age J agcapur 
( eat ) or Jajatipura as Jajati Keshuri, the rst Sorayacis: king 
“yf Orissa, is said to have perfarined lore 3 Orle Figjna CL? 2% iene 
tha Jajna) and brought 10,000 nerth-Tndian Brahmins pean Kandy 
(in Uttar Pradesh) for this purpose who settled Gown ie re ong] 
ints called Susanas. The king also built a oalace asJ “eld his 
court here. A Sanskrit verse is current at Nuvigaya im Tecur at the 
timie of affering oblation (Pindaj), mentioning that the Semavunis! 
king cslebrated Aswamtedha sacrifice at Tijpur aith the els of ten 
thousind Brahmins brought fren) RKRanaui The  fumeus Chinese 
traveller Htuen Tsang speaks of “Faposgar’ fii par) us oy cece! centre 


of religious and cultural activity. 


aoe 
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ie , 3.4 ; Le te Hees fis sus ae . t fos 
as 53 pears from t! Sime goes )3 uit Baan we MARE ALLS, fe vos WN ds an ~, i 
as Parvatl) Kshetra or Baitarant Virt a Wus Jdleiie Pet nj} 
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important dirflctin badia. Viragja Devt anc 
razauioned in the Sanskrit Mahabharata to have heed sitaatadh or the 
Sank of the river Baitarani. Wirgia Kshetra wes the ootty sacred 
Diace of Kalinga, the itmpertance of which Ras Peer ext. died in the 
Morivibiivata, In the Pauragve literatures alsa Weraja Rshocria, whieh 
atl Bata cl} rant EV ee. i td er me A clue 


ir 28 Kapila 


is tieated as synonymous 

goclorreligious centre in India. Tts rame finds ciuce 
satinita, Brahmanunda Porata, Vavu Parana, Brohma Pureva. Tantra 
Chintamaniand various afd religiuus Sanskrit texts ‘neludinz Astadash 


Ts +h, 
deg 


Prana Mahatmya -vrittea by Adi Sankaracharya scl nthe J+ tanya 


—“aritamruta, 


Tae deity Viraja forms the tucieus of Wirca Noehetes. or the 
adsence of any positive evidence. it .§ extremely difficult i. Za the 
antiquity of the deity. Acesrdingto a well-known tegend, Si... Decame 

disconsolate after the death of his wife Sati in Daksa Sajna 
“nat ne wandered throughout the world carrying “er corpse. To put 
én 2nd to his despondeney, Vishnu cut the corpse vith his 
Chakra which fell over different olaces in India and were ‘treated 
as laces of pilgrimage. The navel of Sati fell in Baitaran: Tirtha, 


¢. Jajpur which subsequently became the famous Navigaya. A 


temple was built containing the image of Sati under the name of 


Yiraia. Ths popular Brahminical scriptures recommend nerformance 


of adlutions in memory of the departed soul of the ancestors to 
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save them from perdition. It is also mentioned in Brahma Purana 
that from time immemorial, Brahma himself installed Viraja Mahadevi 
at Jajpur which runs as foliows: 


QASH QEGISIC] SGEl e° GERO! 
Agi? AGE GIG GOs APIS aga’ gaa | 


It is also mentioned in Linga (Siva) Puranathat Viraja appeared 
from the sacrificial altar (present Brahma Kunda) at the Jajna made 
by Brahma, the Creator of the universe, Since then, Viraja gained 
importance as a famous Sakti Kshetra. It is believed that whoever 
visits Her, his seven ancestors get salvation. Knowing its importance, 
other Tirthas, 68 in number, appeared here. 


Another tradition connects Jajpur with Gaya legend according 
to which Brahma induced Gayasura, a pagan monster of great sanctity, 
whose only fault was that he saved Hindus from perdition. As the 
Devatas became envious of his piety, Gayasura agreed to sacrifice 
himself on conditon that his head, navel and feet would fall at three 
places and any one who made a pilgrimage to these places and 
performed sraddha ceremonies would save himself and his ancestors 
fromthe penalties of the Hindu place of torment called “Narka’. The 
gods agreed to this condition. So after his death, his head fell at 
Gaya in Bihar, near the Phalgu river which is known as _ Siragaya, 
his feet fell in the river Godavari in Andhra Pradesh which is known 
as Padagaya and his navel fell in the Baitarani river near Mahadevi 
Viraja which became Navigaya. At all these places Hindu offer 
oblation for salvation of their ancestors. There is another legend 
according to which Brahma performed a ten-horse sacrifice (Dasaswa- 
medha Jajna). The place where this Jajna’ was performed is 
known as Dasaswamedha Ghat. Among the gods who came to 
attend this ceremony, came the holy mother, the Ganges (Ganga) 
and tradition asserts that ever since those solemnrites, she has sent 
an off-shoot of her waters through the bowels of the earth into 
Orissa, which emerges as the sacred Baitarani river, the styx of the 
Hindus. It is believed that any person who gives a gift of a cowtoa 
Brahmin after taking bath in the river is not reborn. All the Sanskrit 
Puranic scriptures such as Brahmanda Purana, Brahma Purana, 
Vayu Purana, etc. are unanimous that anybody who takes a bath 
in this river will obtain salvation for his ancestry. It is as sacred 
and famous as the river Ganga. Although this place is not connected 
by railway, thousands of pilgrims from all over India come here 
to take bath in this river to achieve salvation of their own soul and 
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the souls of tazic ancestors. After taking bath at Dasaswamedha 
Gaat thay go to have a Duarsnanof Viraja Devi and also to offer 
Pind in ,the Navigaya, which is closz by the Virajatemple. Thousands 
of pilgrims throng to take bath in the river on the day of Vuruni 
Mela, which falls on the [3th ita of dark fortnight in the month 
of Chaitea (March-April) and if it coincides with Varuni (Satvisa) 
Nakshatra on a Saturday, then that becomes a Maha Varuni. 


Leaving aside mythology and legend, it appears possible that a 
great ceremoay was performsd near the Baitarani river for revival 
of Brahminical faith as Buddhism had firm hold in the country. 
Pure Brahmins were brought from Kanauj to protect the Brahminical 
faith in noortharn India. it can bs surmised that with the revival 
of B:ahminical faith in th: 4tn and Sth coaturies A. D., the image 
Viraja Devi might have been installed. Iconographic features of 
Goddess Viraja also supports such a conclusion. She isa form of 
two-handed Durga engaged in fighting with the demonin theriomor- 
phic form. With her right hand sh> holds a Sula (dagger) which 
pierces the body of the buffalo and with her left hand she holds 
the tail of the buffalo. Lion, the usual mount of Goddess Durga, is 
not present, 


Jajpur is said to have shared with Bhubaneshwar the honour of 
being the capital of Orissa. In political as well as in the cultural 
history of ancient Orissa, Jajpur played a very prominent role. It 
was the nerve-centre of two successive prominent dynasties, viz., 
the Bhaumakaras and the Somavamsis. During the rule of Bhau- 
makaras andthe Somavamsis, Jajpur was their capital. The history 
of Orissa for about three centuries revolved round Jajpur. It also 
continued to be a place of great importance during the rule of the 
Gangas and the Suryavamsi Gajapatis. The archaeological remains 
of the place, therefore, consist of relics of all these periods. From 
architectural point, the place can be compared to old Bhubaneshwar 
but unfortunately most of the archaeological edifices have been either 
lost or detroyed. The existence of the temples at Jajpur, quite akin 
to the early group of temples at Bhubaneshwar, is attested to by a 
large hoard of sculptural remains found in the surrounding areas. 
The fragmentary specimens revealing Siva’s marriage, Annapurna 
offering alms to Siva, Nayikas in various postures and amorous couples 
standing cross-legged have stylistic relationship with the temples of 
Parasurameswar (7th century A.D.) and Vaital (8th century A. D.) 
at Bhubaneshwar, which show close co-relation of the art that flou- 
rished at both the centres. 
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The original temple of Goddess Viraja is lost, The — preseat 
temple was renovated by Narasimha Chuaudbury, a local Zamindér. 
But an inscription in seven lines on the Lntel of the Simhadwar 
(eastern doorway) indicates the Cate of the construction of the coms 
pound wall. 


The tnscription reads as : 
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In the temple of Viraja, one finds shrines of Siva, scattered au 
over the town and its vicinity, of which the most important are those 
of Akhandaleswar, Angeswar and Trilochaneswar. Viraja_ Kshetra 
is triangular. In each corner, there is also one Siva Linga almost 
at equal distance from each other. They are Bileswar, Khilateswar 
and Baruneswar. The first two shrines, namely Akhandaleswar anc 
Angeswar' have been mentioned in the Madalapanji or the palmleaf 
chronicles of the temple of Jagannath at Purias having received grants 
from king Anangabhimadeva. The temple of Akhandaleswar contains 
among others a well-carved image of a small-leeged figure with 4 
placid gountenance, which is evidently a Jain Tirthankar. The Ling: 
of Angeswar is believed to change its colour every quarter of the | 
day. According to Brahma Purana in 34th Sloka, there were cre 
less to ome crore Sivalingas at Jajpur : 
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Some ot them have been unearthed while digging tanks, wells, 
foundations of buildings but most of them have remained buried deze 
in debris. Recently, over a hundred of them have been uncovered 
and kept ina pucca hall to the north of Viraja temple. The temples 
dedicated to Varaha, Trilochaneswar and Siddheswar, the few edifices 
of the Ganga period that stand in a comparatively good state of 
preservation are in an island in the middle of the river. According 
to a local tradition, the Varaha temple, the boar incarnation of Vishnu, 
was.tepaired by king Prataparudradev(C. 1496-1530 A.D.) of Ganga 
dynasty and ts said to have been visited by Shri Chaitanya in about 
1310 A.D. The Siddheswar temple contains an inscription referring te 
the reign of the Ganga king Narasimhadev IV. These temples were 
approached by a flight of steps, the name of which Dasaswamaedha 
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Ghat, Commemorates the great sacrifice mentioned above. It is said 
that the steps of the river originally extended to both sides, but in 
course of time, most of them have been covered with earth inside 
the river. Besides Shri Chaitanya, other religious greatmen — such 
as Sankaracharya, Ramanujacharya, Madhavacharya, Ballavacharya 
and Nanak came to Jajpur knowing its importance and_ established 
their monasteries. Mahatma Gandhi also came to this place when he was 
doing Padayatra and was astonished to see the handwriting of his 
father kept preserved with Tirthapanda Barini Samanta. Jawaharlal 
Nehru, when he came to this place, saw that his grandfather ‘had 
mentioned the fact of his visiting Jajpur in Urdu handwriting in a 
record preserved by a TirthaPanda. The ancestors of the Raja of 
Nepal used to come here quite frequently as it appears from records 
preserved by Tirthapandas. 


Within the compound of the Government quarters of the Sub- 
Collector of Jajpur, the mutilated image of Padmapani Avolokiteswar, 
Buddha image, portions of a Garuda figure on an inscribed stone slab 
and images of Varahi, Chamunda and Indrani of the Saptamatruka 
group are found. They bear the marks of Muslim iconoclasts’ vanda- 
lism on their bodies. Of these, the images of Saptamatruka group 
and that of Padmapani Avolokiteswar have been declared as protected 
monuments by the Archaeological Survey of India. The Buddha 
images, the inscribed slab and the fragments of the Garuda figure 
are kept within an enclosure. The Matruka images have separate 
masonry} sheds enclosed by iron grills. The other images of the 
group have been lost. The colossal statue of Padmapani Avolokite- 
swar, locally known as Santa Madhaba, was brought from its original 
place in Santa Madhaba village situated at a distance of 3 km. from 
Jajpur town, It measures 5°0038 metres (16 ft. 5 inches) in height 
by 1°6002 metres (5 ft. 3 inches)in width and is carved in high relief, 
The Chamunda image is a remarkable piece of sculpture measuring 
27686 m. (9ft. 1 inch) in height and 1°8288 m. (6ft.) in breadth. 
Carved in hard chlorite, she bears a garland of human skulls and 
ornaments. The figure is represented as the hideous skeleton of a 
decrepit old woman seated on a prostrate human body. The four- 


armed Indrani image measuring 2°6416 m. (8ft. 8 inches) in height and 
1°7526 m. (5 ft. 9 inches) in width is seated in Jalitasana pose on a 
raised pedestal. The large-sized Varahi image measuring 2°6924 m. 
(8ft. 10 inches) in height and 1°8288 m. (6 ft.) in width is seated in 
an easy posture with the foot of the right leg resting on a buffalo. She 
isTepresented with three eyes and curled hair raised high on the 
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forehead. Of the Buddha images, two are carved in Bhumisparsha- 
mudra and one in Yogamudra on lotus pedestals. The fragments 
of Garuda figure representing its head and torso are of excellent finish erd 
ornamentation. 


Another noteworthy monument of Jajpur, the monolithic pillar 
called Subhastambha, also called Charndeswar pillar, is exquisitely chisclld 
and well proportioned. The pillar stands on a pedestal of three 
blocks of stone making a total height of 1:651 metres (Sft. 5 inches). 
The shafi is a monolith, 5°969 metres (19ft.7 inches) high with a 
diameter of 1:04 metres (ft. 5 inches). It is square at the base 
for 0°43 metre (1ft. 5 inches) octagonal for the next 0-25 metre 
(9 inches) and the residual portion sixteen sided. The pillar is of 
chlorite and its total height from the present ground level to the 
top of the square abacus is 9°44 metres (31 feet), On this was 
a huge figure of Garuda, Vishnu’s Vehicle, which is said to have been 
pulled down by the great Muslim iconoclast Kalapahar and it now 
rests ina small temple of Narasimha Narayan in Madhupur village 
about 1°5 kilometres off. The fury of the iconoclast was, however, 
wasted inthe attempt to pull down the column itself by means of 
chains and teams of elephants. Holes were drilled for the chains 
and the column was moved aninch or two from its position on the 
pedestal, but it still holds its lofty head in defiance of the elements 
to which it is exposed. It was a protected monument of the Archaec- 
logical Survey of India, Government of India, New Delhi. 


A temple for Lord Jagannath was probably built at this place 
by king Anangabhimadeva (C. 1211—1232 A.D.) of Ganga dynasty, 
references to which is made inthe Viraja Mahatmya and the Kapila 
Samhita texts. A Muktimandap was also constructed in imitaticn of 
the one at the Jagannath temple at Puri. During the Muslim invasion, 
Kalapahar swept over this place with a fury of inconoclast and 
damaged or destroyed as many temples and idols ashe could. The image 
of Jagannath, which was kept hidden at Solampur in Baleshwar district 
on the other side of the river Baitarani near Jajpur, was reinstalled in a 
newly built temple on the bank of the river Baitarani by Raghuji 
Bhonsala I after the occupation of Orissa by the Marathas. 


On the right bank ofthe river close tothe Dasaswamedha Ghat 
one can notice the recently constructed shrine dedicated to Saptama- 
trukas. These images were hidden under the river at the time 
of Kalapahar’s invasion of this place. A merchant from Cuttack 
recovered the images from the river bed and installed these ina large 
hall overlooking the Ghat. The images of Chamunda,  Varahi, 
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Indrani, Vaishnavi, Sivaduti, Koumari and Maheswari are arranged 
in a row without taking into account their order of placements.The 
Saptamatrukas are seated on lotus pedestals with their respective mounts 
and babies in one of their left hands. Ail the images have been 
profusely decorated with costumes and ornaments. The Sivaduti 
image is carved inthe shape ofan emaciated old lady being seated on 
the pedestal with both the knees raised upward. A large image of 
Ganesh is found under worshipina separate shrine at this place which 
is regarded as one of the biggest sitting Ganesh images in Orissa. The room 
in between the temples of Ganesh and Saptamatrukas exhibit a series 
of loose sculptures of which the image of Santinath, the sixteenth Jaina 
Tirthankar, has been removed by some miscreants. The Jaina images 
of Chandranath and Parsvanath at Champamadei inthe town are 
worshipped as Vishnu bythe local people. Behind these images ona 
separate block of stone is inscribed an inscriptionin Brahmi script. 
The stream nearbyis called Hansarekha. The temples of Kapileswar, 
Visweswar, Mani Karnika Tirtha and Gouranga Pada Pitha are 
situated at a single place at a distance of about 3 km. from the 
town towards the south. There are several detached sculptures of 
archaeological interest around this complex. Sivaratri is the main 
festival of this place. 


Adjoining the compound of the Sub-Collector, stands the mosque 
of the Abu Nazir Khan, erected towards the end of 17th century 
A.D. It has four minarets on the east face and three domes for 
forming the roof of the interior. There are openings to the interior 
of the domes onthe room and most probably these were used as 
Places of concealment during the time of attacks. There is a 
Persian inscription over the central doorway which indicates that it 
was erected during the reign of Emperor Aurangzeb, in 1098 Hijra 
corresponding to 1686-87 A.D. by Abu Nazir Khan. There is 
another Persian inscription onthe tomb stone of Shan Daria Bokhari 
at Jajpur which states that the astan of the Shan Daria Bokhari 


was built by Bazo Khan in the year 1170 Amil corresponding to 
1784 A. D. 


The main festivals of Jajpur are Maha Baruni Snana, Asokastami, 


Durga Puja, Bali Jatra, Raja, Dola and the festivals related to 
Viraja Devi. 


Trivent Amabasya inthe month of Magha (January-February) 
is observed as the birthday of Goddess Viraja. On this day Goddess 
Viraja is dressed as Savitri and worshipped withthe Gayatri mantras. 
This is an important festival of the Viraja temple. 
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The autumnal Durga Puja related to goddess Viraja is a unique — 
ceremony and observed here ceremoniously. Jt starts from the 8th 
day ofthe dark fortnight of the month of Aswina (September-October) 
and ends onthe 9th day ofthe bright fortnight covering a period of 
sixteen days. The opening dayis called Jitastami and the closing day 
is called Mahanavami. 


On the Pratipada day, i.e., onthe first day of the bright fort- 
night, Ratha Jatra or the car festival of goddess Viraja begins when 
the representative of goddess Viraja (icon of goddess Viraja made of 
brass) is taken out ina procession ona beautifully decorated chariot. 
A danda or wooden staff studded with silver and jewels is also 
placed onthe chariot. This danda is supposed to be the original form 
of the goddess as Stambheswari. Tne car festival continues for nine 
days and the chariot circumambulates the temple nine times during 
these nine days. At mid-night, on the day of Mahanavami, the car 
festival is declared over. Then the goddess is taken to a field at 
Narpada, popularly known as Lakhabindha Padia, situated at the north- 
east corner of the temple and placed onan elevated altar. The temple 
priests accompanying the goddess shoot four arrowsin four directions. 
Then the goddess is brought back tothe temple inthe darkness of the 
night and the temple door is closed. Then the sacrificial ceremony 
begins and after it is over, the temple door opens for visits of 
devotezs. It is balieved that one who sees goddess Viraja on the 
chariot gets liberation from the sins of this mundane world and gets 
no rebirth. 


Varuni festival is another important festival of this place when 
thousands of devotees visit it to take holy dip inthe river Baitarani, 
The Varuni festival is divided into three categories, viz., Varuni, 
Mahavarunt and Maha Maha Varuni. Satabhisa, the 24th asterism 
of the constellation is otherwise known as Varuna. Ifthe 13th day of 
the dark fortnight of Chaitra (March-Aoril) is conjoined with Varuna, 
the day becomes auspicious for sacred bathinthe holy rivers. So, 
the dayis called Varuni day and on this day if a devotee takes bath 
in river Ganges or Baitarani, he accrues the merit of the bath after a 
hundred solar eclipses. Similarly, if the WVaruni day falls on a 
Saturday, it is called Maha Varuni which is thousand times more 
auspicious than Varuni. But if the Maha Varuni falls on an 
auspicious hour of the day or “night it is called Maha Maha Varuni 
and a bath inthe holy river on that hour is believed to liberate 
crores of ancestors from sin. People also offer ablutions (Pindas) 
to their ancestors on these days. 
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THe Gs) Daporaat festival celebrate! ide sie ae yi 


Diduhewur 
is Asokustaiai which falls onthe Sth day otthe bright fortuight of ube 


month of Chaitra  (March-Aprif). On this day, vight bud. «3? 


Asoka Hower ace to be eaten to get cid of ciseries. The festivat 
continues for at least a month or so aad thousands of pilgrims yisié 
Lord Siddheswar Curing this festival, A big mess is also held tece 
during these days. 


Besides being the subddivisional headquarters, the plank contelss 
Government offices, Colteges, High Engtiso  sehools, Governmess 
hospital, “uml house, inspection Bungalow, fost apd teleessch 
office, telephone exchunge, commercial Sank, Co-operative beck, 
Community Development Block, Veterinary dispen- 
sary, Dharmasalas and Town Hall. The Viraju fie? held on Sorday 
and Thursday ts one ofthe largest markets in the district. A) Pactha 
Nivas ofthe Orissa Tourism Development Corporation hus abo peed 
functioning close to Virajt temple for = convenience oF — tourisis 
‘The civic affairs ofthe} town are manuged by 2 muntelpality, consti 
tuted in 1869, which is one of the oldest inthe State. Populatior of 


the place inthe Census of 1981 was 22,2372. 


JAJPUR ROAD 


° > 


Jajpur Road is « Big business as well os an industrial cerice of 
the district. It is situated at a distance of 72 kin. fram Cuttack ard 
30 km. from Jajpur town, the subdivisional headquarters, Tt B® served by 
a railway station named Kendujhar-Jajpur Road. on the Howrah-Madras 
mainline 6f the South-Eastern Railways. TF is also the railhead for 
Kendujhar town in Kendujhar district and Jajpur town. Tt thos wt 
Weathec communication facilities with the mining areas of Daturn 


and = Tamka, 


Aa Industrial Bstate with 64°75 kectures of fand fas been set up here 
bythe District Industries Centre. Tae Tadustrial Development Corpe- 
ration Lid. (IDCOL) has established a ferro-chrome plant hete with a 
capacity of 10,000 tonnes of low carbon ferro-chrome and high carbon 
ferro-chrome annually. The products are being exported mainly to 


foreign countries such as Japan, Australia, Germany and South 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


1052 : CUTTACK 


Korea. Some2 ancillary industries relating tothe ferro-chrome plant 
have also develop2d here. The Infrastructure Development Corpora- 
tion Ltd. is setting up a captive power plant here with a 
capacity of generating 93 MW. of electric power. 


The temples belonging tothe deities Lakshmi-Narayan, Chandi, 
Mahadev and Mangala are located here and are under worship. 


Panikoili, the point of diversion to Jajpur Road, onthe National 
Highway No.5 is about 10 km. from here and isa flourishing business 
centre of green vegetables and pulses. Truckloads of vegetables are being 
exported to different places daily. 


Vyasasarobar, named after the sage Vyasadeva, the composer of 
the Mahabharat is situated at a distance of 3 km. from the town. 
The Sarobar or tank covers an area of 60°7030 hectares. Inthe month 
of Magha (January-February) thousands of devotees visit the place to 
take aholy dip. The temple of Lord Jagannath, the Ashram and the 
Gupta Ganga onthe bank ofthe tank are the interesting spots. 


At Jajpur Road, there are offices of the State Government as well 
as the Government of India, college, High English schools, hospital, 
dispensary, post and telegraph office, telephone exchange, wireless 
station, police-station, inspection bungalow, fest house, restaurants, 


lodging houses, commercial banks, saw mills, co-operative societies, . 


Central Co-opertive Bank, Gramya Bank, fire-station, and town-hall, 
The civic affairs of the town are managed by a Notified Area Council. 


Population of the place inthe Census of 1981 was 16,515. 


JHANKADA 


Jhankada isa small village situated in Tirtol police-station and is 
about 48 km. from Cuttack on road. Onehas to get down at the 
bus stop Do-Sadaki on the Cuttack-Paradeep road and take a 
rickshaw or three-wheeler to reach the temple site. 


The place is famous for Goddess Sarala who is being worhsipped 
by the people as Goddess of Learning and Wielder of Power, as 
Minerva is of Greek myth. According to a legend, Lord Parasurama, 
the sixth incarnation of Lord Vishnu, gained his wisdom and power 
to conquer the whole worldtwenty-one times, by praying goddess 
Sarala, So the place is also known as Parasuram  Pitha. 
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The shrine of Goddess Sarala was built on the ruins of an earlier 
temple which was destroyed by the Muslim invasion during the reign 
of Aurangzeb. The site of the ruins of the original temple, as indicated 
by the local people, situated in the close neighbourhood, indicates that 
it was built sometime in the Bhaumakara period. 


The image of the goddess is eight-armed, in fighting posture with 
the demon king Mahisasura. The goddess is holding the gaping mouth 
of the demon in one hand and in the other seven hands she brandishes 


weapons and a gong-bell. Lion, the mount of the goddess, attacks 
the demon. 


The place is also famous as the birth place of poet Sarala Das 
belonging to [5th century A.D. His off-mentioned native place 
Kanakavati Patana is now known as_ Tentuliapada. A_ religious 
establishment, known as Muni-Gosain Math, marks the traditional 
spot where he composed his works. It is within a very short distance 
from the village Jhankada. The poet was a great devotee of Goddess 
Sarala and his works have been attributed to the grace of the Goddess 
Sarala. Sarala Das is generally recognised as the maker of Oriya 
literature, creating a perennial fountain of literary forms and traditions 
with distinct characteristics of their own, that has come down to 
posterity as an ever-widening stream. Three of hisepics, the Vilanka 
Ramayana, the Mahabharata and the Chandi Purana are widely read, 
and of them the Mahabharata, his magnum opus, is a new creation 
analogous to Kalidasa’s Raghuvamsa and is distinctly original. In 
Orissa, uptill his time, all religious texts were composed in Sanskrit. 
Sarala Das first broke this tradition in Orissa and wrote them in 
the regional language. After him all Poets shook off their prejudice 
against the Oriya literature and conjointly contributed to its growth. 


People assemble here to observe the death anniversary of the poet 
on the seventh day of the bright fortnight of Magha (January-February). 


KENDRAPARHA 


Kendraparha, situated in 20°30’ N and 86°25’ E., is the headquarters 
town @the subdivision bearing the same name. It is 70 km. byroad 
from Cuttack and is connected with all the major places of the State 
by regular bus services. Jagatpur (Kendraparha Road) is the nearest 
Tailway station which is 52 km. from Kendraparha. 
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Rendraparha iy situated amidst a fertile plain on the Kensdraparha 
canal, hence its surrounding area produces foodgrainsin plemy. The 
town is divided into three partions, one between the canal and the river 

Gobiri which passes through #, the second portion to the north of the 
river, and the third to the south and east ofthe canal. 


~ a .7 


Kendraparha is also known as Tulasi Kshetra and is famous for the 
tame of Baladev Jeu. According to a legend, the place has derived sts name 
from Kandarasura, the demon king, who ruled over the area surrounding 
Lalitagiri. Tulasi Kshetra Mahatmya reveals that Lord Balaceva killed 
this demon Kandarasura and the body was scattered all over the place. 
It is a popular beltef among people of this area that the nearby shes of 
Asureswar, Balagandi, Kamara Khandt, Nabhi Khand are named after 
the head, trunk, watst and navel of the demon’s Body which feH at these 
sespective places. It is also beheved that the Siva temples of Sywerreswara 
ai KRantla, canecwar of Gualisingb, Bileswar of Kajala were Founded by 
Saladeva over the feet, neck and waist of the demon which *2t) there 
resnectively. Balabhadra married Tulasi, the daughter of Kacdarasura 
ejithe {2th day of the $bright fortnight of the month 3f Masha 


ix observed here as thedayof marriage. 


Kendraparta with its adjoining areas was once a centre : 
gad Saivite cultures. Some of the Buddhistic and Brahman‘cal images 
racgvered from here have been preserved in the Indian Nfuseum at 
Csicutta. The present shrine of Baladev Jeu was constructed during 
“ne Maratha rule in Orissa (1761 A.D.) Thecriginal ter-le was 

eezuicies by Khan-1-Duran (1660—i1667 A.D. thethen Sh24- of 
“pissa during the time of Aurangzehk. 


The Vimana and the Jagamohan are built in Piha style and the 
emire compound is enclosed by a high wall, Within the vtreciuses 


snece are Mukti Mandapa, Ananda Bazar, Khulana  Mardapa, 
Biandaraghar, Gouranga temple and the Garudastambha. The ceiling 
znd the inner walls of the Jagamohan are painted with mythological 
figures. The entire area surrounding the Baladev temple is traditionally 
xnown as Tulasi Kshetra, 


. Theannual car festival of Lord Jagannath, Balabhadra and Subhadra 
: observed here with great pomp and devotion. Makara Sankranti, 
na Sankranti, Chandana Jatra and Snana Purnima are also some of the 
aot uais observed here. Kendraparha is also famous for the festival 
Gaja-Lakshmi, observed on the day of Aswina Purnima (September- 
ectober), These festivals attract large numbers of crowd from far and 


pear 
wee © 


onal 
of 
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The temple is managed bya board otf trustees. The expenditure of 
the temple is managed from collection of revenue from cattle market, 
sale of Bhoga, donations by the devotees, collections from transport 
services and nearly 300 acres of cultivable landed property. 


The town, besides being the subdivisional headquarters, contains 
many Government Offices. There are inspection bungalows, colleges, 
High English schools, telephone exchange, post and telegraph office, 
commercial banks, hospital, film house, sub-jail, Life Insurance 
Corporation of India office, public library, Dharmasala and private 
lodgings. 


The Kendraparha Municipality is the oldest local self-government 
of the State which was constituted in 1869. The inspection bungalow 
of the Revenue Department is popularly known as Salt [. B. as the 
Britishers camped here to suppress the salt Satyagrah of Orissa. 


The Gulnagar village, not far from the town, was once famous for 
fine sarees which were exported in large quantities outside the State. 
Jute and paddy are the main commodities of trade here. About 50,000 
tonnes of jute and 20,000 tonnes of paddy are being exported to 
different parts of the State ;from this Tahsil annually. Among. the 
industries of the place, there is a powerloom, oil mill, rice mill and 
asaw mill. The Kendraparha Canal was once an important waterway 
for transportation of , goods and passengers. 


The Nrusingha Tikiri Math founded by late Sachinandan Das, 
popularly known as Baya Baba is a centre of Vaishnavite culture. It 
publishes a religious magazine named ‘‘Nilachala Madhuri’. 


Population of the place according to the Census of 1981 was 27,564. 


KIGANPUR 


Kisanpur, situated midway between Cuttack and Kendraparha, 
is famous forthe Chateswar Siva temple. Thetemple complex consists 
ofa Vimana and a Jagamohan in rekha and pidha order respectively. 
The pada of the main temple is Pancharatha in plan.The top of the 
temple consists of heki, amalakasila, khapuri, kalasa and dhvaja. On 
the outer walls of the main temple are carved scenes from Krishnayana 
and Ramayana. The Parsvadevatas are Ganesh, Kartikeya and 
Parvati, Within the premises of the temple are preserved several 
votive shrines, one of the shrines preserve a figure of goddess Saraswati 
and two images of Ganesh of which one is on adancing pose. In another 
Shrine animage of Parvati is under worship. An _ eight-armed 
Mahisamardini Durga is also preserved in this shrine. 
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The Jagamohan preserves the commemorative stone inscription 
widely known as Chateswar stone inscription of Anangabhimadeva 
Ili. The inscription coatains 25 lines lauding the successful military 
expeditions of Anangabhimadeva III. 


LALITAGIRI 


Lalitagiri is onthe hillsof the Assiarange in Mahanga Tabsil 
and it is situated 20°35’ N. and 86°15’E, It is 55 km. from Cuttack 
connected by good motorable road. Lalitagiri consists of three spurs: 
the Olasuni, the Landa andthe Parabhadi. Out of these three hills, 
the Olasuni is famous asthe seat of saint Arakshita Das who lived 
there during the later half ofthe 18th century A.D. The Landa hill 
boasts of extensive ruins of brick monuments. The north-eastern half 
of the hill which slopes towards the base of the Parabhadi hill has 
yielded splendid figures of the Mahayana Buddhist iconography. 
The archaeological remains ofthe place have been considerably spoiled 
by the local people and many images have been removed to the 
museums at Calcutta and Patna. In a recently built masonry 
shed at the site by the Archaeological Survey of India, more 
than 30 large sculptures have been preserved by the department. 
In 1977, exploration and a small scale excavation conducted 
by Prof. K. S. Behera, Utkal University brought to light Puri-Kushan 
coins and a Gupta gold coin. The remains of stupas were also exposed 
and a stone stypa was identified. Further excavation by the Archaeolo- 
gical Survey of India, Bhubaneshwar Circle revealed the real character 
ofthe stone stupa along withrelic caskets discovered for the first time 
in Orissa. Another significant discovery was the ruins of a huge brick 
apsidal chaityagriha measuring 22 m. in length, 11°4m.in breadth and 
3°30 m. thick wall. Further digging has brought 3 monastic complexes, 
The Brahmi inscription of Kushan character, a mumber of shell 
inscriptions and a hoard of Buddhist figures show the antiquity and 
importance of the site and prove it asa major Buddhist centre of 
Orissa. 


In spite of discovery of the above noted objects of art, antiquities 
and a fairly large number of epigraphical facts, the importance of 
Lalitagiri monastery was not fully identified tillthe early part of 1992. 
The excavation of the fourth monastery on the eastern part of the 
Landa hill by the Archaeological Survey of India, Bhubaneshwar 
Circle from November 1991 to June 1992, has brought out a colossal 
headless Buddha image (7 feet in height) in bhumisparshamudra, 
a unique terracotta monastic seal anda number of artefacts. The 
discovery ofthe seal has revealed the name of the Vihar as 
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‘Shri Chandraditya Vihar Samagra Aryavikshu Sangha’. With _ this 
discovery, ths hypothesis of considering Lalitagiri as Puspagirivihar 
has com; to rest. 33idzs, two secret chambers on bath sides of the 
main entrance of the monastery were discovered. Thess: secret chambers 
were possibly used for keeping valuables offered by the devotees. 


MARSHAGHAI 


Marshaghal is situated at a distance of 85 km. from Cuttack and is 
under Kendraparha subdivision. Buses ply regularly to this place 
from Cuttackand Kendraparha. The Kendraparha Road railway station 
is at adistance of 64km. from Marshaghai. 


The original revenue village of Marshaghal is recorded as village 
Juna. [tis said that during the British period, one Marshal Saheb 
didsom; notable work for the people of this area andin memory of 
him, pople of the locality renamed this place as Marshalghai which 
in course of tim: has bzen abbreviated into Marshaghai. 


Here, there are Tahsil office, inspection bungalow, Sub-Registrar office, 
Sub-treasury, Veterinary dispensary, hospital, post and_ telegraph 
office, boys’ and girls’ High English schools and a college. 


A bi-weekly market sits here on every Wednesday and Sunday. 
There is alsoa daily market at Marshaghai. It is one ofthe main business 
centres of the district. Jute, rice and groundnut, waich are plentifully 
grown in this area are exported to Calcutta and other major towns 
of the State. Potato and vegetables are also exnorted from here to 
diffzrent places by trucks on road and boats through the Kendraparha 
canal. Fish from Jami area is also exorted to various places 
from Marshaghai. The civic affairs of the town is managed by the 
Notified Area Council, Marshaghai. 


Population of the place according to 1981 Census was 1,181. 


NARAJ 


Nirajis situated oath: bank of river Mahanadi where the river 
Kathjodi branches off. It is 10 km. from Cuttack city by a fair- 
weather road and 55 km, oa an all-weather road via Nandankanan. From 
Kapilas Road railway station a railway line of about 37 km. amidst a 
Picturesque setting, has b2zn diverted via Naraj which meets the Howrah- 
Madras mainline at Barang Railway Station. A bridge has been cons- 
tructed here over the river Mahanadi. This has eased the burden of 
goods as well as passenger traffic on the mainline. For details on this 
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railway line Chapter VII (Communications) may be referred. It is 
an antique place and a scenic spot surrounded by dense forest, hills and 
rivers. Visitors from different places come here for sight-seeing and 


picnickers for picnic. 


On the top of the hill to the right side of the river Mahanadi stands 
majestically the temple dedicated to Lord Siddheswar Siva facing wes}. 
Originally it appears to be a cave but subsequently it was remodelled with 
laterite blocks as a shrine with sanctum and Jagamohan. Such types 
of temples are seen at Ellora and Mahabalipuram. The mian temple 
rises to a height of 13 feet 6 inches above the laterite platform. The 
gandi represents Pancharatha pattern with remarkable array of 
angasikharas. Inside the sanctum the Saktipitha is under worship. 
Close to the Saktipitha is kept a statue of a royal personage, heavily 
decked in decorative custumes and ornaments, in folded hands with a 
sword fixed to his waist-belt and attended by two followers. The 
door jambs of the entrance door are carved with floral designs, scroll 
work and creepers. The image of Gajalakshmi is placed at the 
centre of the door lintel. Chanda and Prachanda flanked the entrance 


doorway. 


In the Jagamohan are kept images of Ganesh, eight-handed Mahi- 
samardini Durga, Vishnu and Siva. The Mahisamardini Durga 
representing iconographic features of the 8th century A. D., is placed on the 
northern side. Similar Durga images are found inthe Vaital temple 
of Bhubaneshwar. The niche on the eastern side contains an image of 
Vishnu with sankha, chakra, gada and padma. Besides, in this side 
is represented the figure of Bhikshayatana Siva standing in samapada 
pose with a spouted vesselin the right hand and astickin the left hand. 
Representation of Siva in such posture is very rare in Orissa. 


Towards the south-eastern corner of the Siddheshwar temple there 
isa miniature shrine built in several blocks of laterite which is regarded 
as the earliest system oftemple building in Orissa. 


There are three and a half letters inscribed ona rock located at a 
distance of about a few metres from the temple. Local people believe 
that it points to the actual place where the seven boats loaded with 
gold were submerged in the river Mahanadi and the person who could 
read this could reprieve the gold-laden boats’ treasure. But these are 
in fact three figures distinctly inscribed on the rock and just after the 
third figure, there are some indistinct lines with a full stop mark. 
On the head of each figure there is a symbol like chandra bindu. 
The first figure bears the symbol of a bird on its left side and a big 
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cross mark on its right side. The second figure has a long neck and 
a thin body. The third figure is smaller than the two figures and has 
two hands and a protruded abdomen. Its left hand is attached toa 
figure of some irregular lines. The possibility that the area was once 
inhabited by men of early ages cannot be ruled out. The pioneering 
work on geology in Orissa wasdone by Valentine Ball whose geological 
notings include Naraj among other places. 


[t was found , ;jthat the head of the Kathjodi was being enlarged 
greatly after each year’s flood, and it admitted a larger volume of water 
than its branches could possibly carry off, while at the same time the 
head of the Mahanadi was silting up and not carrying off its proper 
portion of the floods. As a remedial measure, a spur was 
constructed at Naraj between 1860 and 1865 which was subsequently 
developed into an anicut of 1,150 metres. 


Here, there are a post office and a commercial bank and the population 
of the place in 1981 Census was 2,505. 


NIALI 


Niali is a prospzrous village on the road branching off from 
Phulnakhara onthe National Highway No. 5. It is connected by bus 
services from Cuttack, Bhubaneshwar and Kakatpur. It is about 47 km. 
from Cuttack and 49 km. fron Bauban2shwar via Phulnakhara. 


The place is famous for the temple of Sobhaneswar Siva which once 
stood v3ry n2ar to the left bank of Prachi river. In addition to 
this Sivatemple, there are remains of other shrines and loose sculptures 
belonging to Brahma, Vishnu and Sakta deities which indicate 
successive stages of religious development in this area. 


The Sobhaneswar Siva temple complex consists of Vimana, 
Jagamohan, Natamandir and Bhogamandap of which the last two 
apartments have been Jost. The main temple (Vimana) represents 
rekha style of Orissan architecturc. The outer walls of the temple are 
built with s2zptarath2 projactions with niches onthe rahapaga for 
parsvadevatas. The bada disolays the conventional five-fold divisions 
with bandhana and 5aranda in several mouldings. The gandi is decorated 
with a series of angasikharas with Nayikas standing in various captivating 
poses. The uppermost part of the temple consists of usual compo- 
nents ofan Orissan rekhu-doila. Central projections of the gandi are 
provided with figures of projecting lions. The bada portion of the 
Jagamohan represents similar architectural features as that ofthe main 
temple but its roof has been built in pidha order. 
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The commemorative inscription onthe outerwall of the Jagamohan 
records the erection of the temple in the Ganga period. Poet 
Udayana, the composer of this epigraph was also the composer of the 
commemorative inscription attached to the Magheswar temple at 
Bhubaneshwar, built by Swapneswardeva, the brother-in-law of the 
Ganga king Rajarajadeva II (1170—1194 A. D.). So, it is evident that 
the temple of Sobhaneswar was built inthis period. The inscription 
of the temple records the performance of Devadasi dance in the 
Natamandir of this temple. 


In amodern pidha temple, rebuilt onthe ruins of an earlier shrine, 
a chaturmukha Brahma image is under worship. Temple dedicated in 
honour of Lord Brahma is extremely rare in Orissa. The eight- 
handed Chamunda image of this village deserves special mention. 
Such type of Chamunda images are generally attributed tothe &th- 
9th century A. D. when the Bhaumakaras ruled over this land. 


The sculpture-shed built here by the Orissa State Archaeology, 
Bhubaneshwar preserves images of Vishnu, Sivalinga, Varaha-Vishnu 
and Astika-Jaratkaru. 


Atadistance of 8km. from WNiali is the village Madhab, a 
beautiful picnic spot onthe left bank of river Prachi. The place is 
also famous for the temple of Madhabananda built in the middle of 
13th century A. D., after whose name the place isso nomenclatured. 
The installation of Goddess Durga along with Madhab indicates the 
affluence of Durga-Madhab cult here. The main temple is saptaratha 
in plan and has some resemblance with that of the Lingaraj temple at 
Bhubaneshwar. The crowning element is intact and contains the 
Sudarshanchakra on the top. Separate shrines close to the outer 
walls have been constructed for  Parsvadevatas. The Jagamohan 
in pidha order is flanked by Naga pillars. The outer walls contain 
dikpalas and erotic couples. A  well-carved and polished Garuda 
image surrounded by asrakulanagas is installed on a masonry pillar 
inside the Jagamohan. Similar Garuda image has not been found 
anywhere else in Orissa so far. 


At Niali, there ate a High English school, a college, a hospital, 
Government offices like Block office and Tahsil office, commercial 
banks, post office, inspection bungalow and hotels. 


Population of the place inthe Census of 1981 was 386. 
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PARADEEP 


Paradeep is situated 20° 15’ N. latitude and 86°42’ E. longitude 
on the east coast of India and is 95 km. by road from Cuttack. 
It is 210 nautical miles south of Calcutta and 260 nautical 
miles north of Vizagpatnam and is the first major port in the 
east coast of India to be commissioned after Independence of 
the country. Paradeep is well-connected with all the major places 
efthe State by 1vad and isalso served bya railway line from Cuttack 
on the South Eastern Railways. 


Paradeep seems to have derived its name from the sage Parasara 
who issaid to have installed the image of Vasudeva, worshipped by 
the local people. The image is found within a dome-shaped shrine 
which isan image of Avolokitesvara, seated onapedestal. Iconographic 
peculiarities and artistic finish of the image gives the impression of 
it belonging tothe 10th century A. D. 


During the late mediaeval period, the Sandharaja family ruled 
this area with headquarters located at Paradeepgarh. The ruins of 
this garh can be seenatadistance of 8 kilometres from the port 
complex. The present dilapidated palace ofthe Sandharaja family 
contains several archaeological relics in shape of stone sculptures, 
brass idols, old bricks and cannons. The ruling family constructed 
atemple atthis place for worshipping their tutelary Goddess Kanaka 
Durga. The Parasara temple, located atthe outskirt of the garh is 
built in pidh2 order with a pyramidal front apartment. The temple 
has lost most of the decorative elements which were once depicted 
onits walls, 


Buddhist relics found at Tarapur, Kundesvara, Marichpur, 
Nasikakotian and Madupur, all located in the neighbourhood of 
Paradeep, indicate that the place was once a prominent Buddhist centre. 


In 1960, the Intermediate Port Development Committee recom- 
mended to develop Paradeep into a fair-weather lighterage port with 
acapacity of 5:5 lakh tonnes per year. In the Third Five-year Plan, 
it was contemplated to develop Paradeep asan all-weather intermediate 
port. In 1962, the State Government started work accordingly onthe 
basis ofthe report prepared by Méessers Rondel Palmer and Tritton 
of United Kingdom with aprovision of one iron berth to accommodate 
60,000 D. W. T. ore carriers, 2 dry docks, a slipway and a marine 
workshop. The project, which started in November 1962, was opened 
to traffic in November 1966 within a span of four years. Once a 
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marshy and swampy region, Paradeep now wears a bright and busy 
look with developmental activities and has undergone remarkable 
transformation. 


Paradeep commands an extensive mineral and agricultural hinter- 
land. Opened to traffic for iron ore in 1966, the bulk of the port's 
traffic now constitutes minerals, products based on chrome ore, pig 
iron, coal, ferro-chrome, ferro-manganese, copper concentrates, 
refractory bricks, ingots and moulds, billets and steel materials, dead- 
burnt magnesite, cement, forest products like Kendu-leaves and 
tamarind, fertilizer, sugar, cashew nut and foodgrains. The varied 
nature of cargoes handled inthis port bears testimony to the importance 
of this deep sea water port. The volume of cargo handled through 
this port in the year 1989-90 was 61°84 lakh tonnes. Paradeep Port has 
an artificial lagoon type harbour protected by two rubble mound 
breakwaters (north and south) projecting from lowsandy coast. The 
breakwaters on the north-east and the south-east sides of the port 
are 538 metres and 1,217 metres long respectively. The outer approach 
channel is 700 metres long, 190 metres wide, 15°2 metres deep and 
the inner approach channel is 600 metres long, 190 metres wide and 
12°8 metres deep. The entrance channel is 500 metres long, 160 
metres wide and 12°8 metres deep. 


The mechanised iron-ore berth was commissioned in 1966 with 
an average daily loading capacity of 20,000 tonnes. There are three 
cargo berths of which the first cargo berth of 291 metres long was 
commissioned in April 1975 with a permissible draught of 11 metres. 
The second cargo berth of 205 metres length was commissioned ip 
March 1985 with permissible draught of 11 metres. The third cargo 


berth of 200 metres length was also commissioned in March 1985 
with a permissible draught of 11 metres. The south quay of 
215 metres long was commissioned in January 1984 with a permis- 
sible draught of 11 metres. There is a mooring berth near the fer- 
tilizer berth. The fertilizer berth was commissioned in October 1985 
and designed asthe captive berth to handle bulk and liquid cargoes 
by fully mechanised process. The cargo berth are multipurpose in 
nature and generally used by vessels: for loading chrome ore, pig- 
iron, coal, sugar, steel structurals and other cargoes and for unloading 
foodgrains, fertilizer, cooking coal, steel billets, scraps, etc. A 500 ton 


slipway is available for repair and maintenance of small crefts of the 
port. | . 
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There arefour transit sheds and one fertilizer shed available in 
the cargo berth area. Besides these sheds, there are four warehouses 
inside the port area. There isa 2,20,300 square metres of open 
stacking area for storage of more than 13 lakh tonnes of different 
cargoes. 


The Government of India took over the management of the port 
since the Ist June, 1965 and declared Paradeep as the eighth major 
port of India onthe 8th April, 1966. Itis a body corporate under 
the Major Port Trust Act and is administered bya board of trustees 
which consists of the Chairman, the Deputy Chairman and eleven 
members representing the Government of India, Government of Orissa, 
Customs Department, Indian Railways, Indian Navy, Mining and 
Metal Trading Corporation of India, Indian National Ship Owners’ 
Association, Orissa Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Utkal 
Chamber of Gommerce and two members representing the labourers 
employed inthe port. Four registered trade unions are functioning 
in this port to look after the interest of their members. 


Many ancillary industries have grown up at Paradeep since its 
inception, The Paradeep Phosphates Ltd., a major fertilizer plant, has 
been set up at a distance of ten kilometres from Paradeep. The 
plant isa joint venture ofthe Government of India and the Republic 
of Nauru. A Diamonia Phosphates Plant (DAP) with a capacity of 
2,400 tonnes has been commissioned since the Ist March, 1986in the 
first phase. Up to the 3lst March, 1988 it had produced 8°48 lakh 
tonnes of D. A. P. 


The fishing industry of Paradeep is growing up at a very fast 
pace, Presently, there are 254small mechanised boats operating here 
of which 4 belong to OMGAD (Orissa Marine and Chilka Area 
Development Corporation), 5 belong to Fisheries Department of 
Government of Orissa andthe rest to private persons, There are 
five ice-making plants, 4frozenstorages and one fish meal plant. 
The annual export of frozen shrimp from Paradeep Port in 1986-87 
was 2,140 tonnes amounting to Rs. 2,298°76 lakh. There is also a 
prawn hatchery’ at Paradezp which supplies prawn seeds to persons 
interested in prawn cultivation. 


Recently, a lighthouse measuring 36 metres high has been const- 
ructed here with an exp2nditure of Rs. 68 lakh. Thz2 light placed 
onthe top of atower is visible up to 26 nautical miles on the sea in 


clear weather. 
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The maximum and minimum temperatures ofthe place are 41°C 
and 89° Crespectively. The maximum height ofthe sea wave is 614 
metres, the average being about 3 metres. The wind direction during 
April-September is south-north and during October-December it is 
north-east. 


Sandhakud isasmall village of fishing community near Paradeep. 
It has a flat sea-beach which harbours fishing crafts, and drying and 
repairing of nets are also undertaken onthis Icng beach. The two 
types of fishing crafts which are used by the fishermen are called 
Dangi and Tappa. Dangi ismade of Salorteak wood whereas Tappa 
is made of Chakunda wood. October to April is the ideal fishing 
season andthe nature of catching depends onthe weather condition 
and oceanographic variations. This fishing community is now under- 
going asocio-economic change due to rapid industrialization and 
urbanization of the locality. Modernisation of traditional crafts are 
being done under the joint venture of Food and Agriculture Organisation 
(F. A. 0.) of U. N. O. and the Bay of Bengal Programme. A 
number of Fibre Reinforced Plastic mechanised beach landing crafts 
are operating here. 


Hete, there are many Government offices, post office, college, High 
English Schools, English medium schools, Government hospital, Port 
hospital, blood bank, recreation club, bars, commercial banks, Nehru 
Bungalow, ‘guest house, private lodgings, telegraph office, telephone 
exchange and __ police-station. 


The civic affairs of the town are managed by a Notified Area 
Council. 


Population ofthe placeinthe Census of 1981 was 33,042. 


RAMANAGAR 


Ramanagar is a revenue village under Marshaghai Tahsil of 
Kendraparha subdivision. It is situated at a distance of 24 km. from 
Marshaghai. In order to reach this village one has to go by bus up 
to Chhapali or Jambu canalembankment and then 3 km. on foot 


towards south of the village Ramachandi. The village is known for the 
shrine of Goddess Ramachandi. 


It is believed that the idol of the goddess was found at the sea- 
Shore and was consecrated at this place by a pious person who 
constructed a temple for the goddess. The goddess is the presiding 
deity of the surrounding villages. As the sea water has receded, the 
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shrine is now ata distanceof 8 km. fromthe coast. In ancient days, 
itis said that the Oriya traders paid homage to Ramachandi for their 
safe voyage when they set out on boats to far off islands for trade. 


On the day of Pana Sankranti, a mela is heldin nearby Petachhela 
village which continues for three to four days. People of the 
surrounding villages gather here to pay their homage tothe goddess. 
The temple has some landed property which was donated by the 
Maharaja of Burdhwan for its maintenance. 


There are High English schools, one for boys and one for girls, 
post office, Tahsil office, Community Development Block office, Sub- 
Registrar office and a dispensary at this place. 


A weekly hat caterstothe needs of the nearby villagers and trading 
in rice, pulses, vegetables and dry fish is carried out. 


Population of the place according to the Census of 1981 was 2,480. 


TNAGIRI 


Ratnagiri (lat.20°39’N and long. 86°20’E) isan outlier of the 
Assia range in Binjharpur Tahsil of  Jajpur subdivision. 
Commanding a view froma distance, the hill, nearly 25 metres high and 
of khondalite [formation, rises abruptly inthe midst of a wide expanse 
of alluvial plain. At the foot of the hill by its west side flows 
sluggishly the Kelua, a branchofthe river Birupa. It is 70 km. from 
north-east of Cuttack and 21 km. south of Jajpur. In the neighbour- 
hood of Ratnagifi are the picturesque Khondalite hills of Udayagiri 
and Lalitagiri which containa large number of Buddhist monuments 
and sculptures. These three hills forma triangle, the distances between 
Ratnagiri and Udayagiri, and Udayagiri and Lalitagiri being 5°5 km. 
and 3°5 km. respectively. 


The top ofthe hill affordinga panoramic view of the surroundings 
was chosen for the Buddhist establishment presumably on account of 
its isolated eminence which could attract the attention of the people 
from far and near of the countryside and at the same time would ensure 
seclusion for the serene and calm atmosphere necessary for the 
monastic life, meditation and learning. Added to these factors were 
the natural elevation ofthe site affording protection against floods. 
Proximity to the town of Jajpur which was the seat of power for a 
long period, surrounding navigable rivers, alluvial fertile productive 
plains for cultivation and locations of other Buddhist establishments 


nearby. 
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The Buddhist establishment of Ratnagiri with its nucleus dating 
from about the 5th century A. D. or even earlier witnessed a pheno- 
menal growth in religion, art and architecture till the 13th century 
A.D. Towards the end of the 13th century A. D., it was on the 
decline and the general picture that emerges afterwards was one of 
decadence in every respect. However, though no longer in an affluent 
condition, the Buddhists continued to maintain themselves fora few 
centuries more and strove with their meagre resources to sustain the 
dying flame: of the faith till about the 16th century A.D, In Chapter 
XXI of Taranath’s ‘History of Buddhism in India’, there is a note on 
the establishment of Ratnagiri at its early stage. It is stated that in 
this Vihar were kept three sets of Mahayana and Hinayana scriptural 
texts and there were eight great groups of Dharma and five hundred 
monks. Tibetan works afford a glimpse of Ratnagiri as an impor- 
tant religious and philosophical academy to which interested students and 
scholars used to visit for study under the intellectual stalwarts of 
Buddhism. The Tibetan texts also hint at the contribution of the 
centre towards Kalachakrayana, an offshoot ofthe Vajrayana form of 
Buddhism. A special honour appears to have been attached to this 
seat of learing. 


The reign of Prataprudradeva (1497—1540 A.D.) is marked bythe 
reoriented Vaishnavism under the leadershi)> of Sri Chaitanyadeva which 
had profound influence over the people. Afterthe fall of the Gajapati 
dynasty, there was an effort to sustain the dying faith during the reign of 
‘Mukundadeva. But it was short-lived and after Mukundadeva, Orissa 
lost hzr independence and went into the hands of Sulaiman Karrani. 
Then Ratnagiri went into oblivion as it was discarded by its 
adherents. The credit for lifting the thick veil of oblivion which had 
for several centuries shrouded the character ofits remains goes to 
Moamohan Chakravarti, the former Subdivisional Officer of Jajpur. 
His report embodied in the Cuttack District Gazetteer (1906) by 
L. S.S.0° Malley, though brief, presents an admirable note on the 
mounds. After that,some sporadic attempts were made by different 
scholars to reveal the history of Ratnagiri by writing some expositions. 
But in February 1958, with the aim of finding out the nature of the 
remains contained withinthe mounds at Ratnagiri, Dr. Debala Mitra, 
the then Superintendent ofthe Eastern Circle, started excavation and 
continued it for three successive field-seasons. Within this period two- 
thirds ofthe mounds were uncovered and the rest remains to be 
excavated. This excavated area affords an idea of the affluence of 
the Buddhist establishment that was once nestled on the top of the 
hill. 
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The excavation yielded an impressive stupa surrounded by an 
overwhelmingly large number of stupas of all dimensions, two 
quadrangular ,monasteries spectacular even in their ruins, a 
single-winged monastery and remains of eight temples with small 
stupas around some of them. 


That Ratnagiri was heldin high esteem by the Buddhist world is 
amply attested by the overwhelming number of stupas erected there. 
Indeed, the precincts of the main stupa were literally studded with 
smaller stupas of varying dimensions and forms allowing barely a narrow 
passage for circumambulation around the stupa. These smaller stupas 
were raised by the devotees who desired to earn merit by installing 
them near the main stupa. The sizes and embellishments of these 
stupas were determined bythe means, inclination and status of the 
donors. These minor stupas can be categorized as; (a) structural stupas 
built either of stone or bricks and (b) portable monolithic stupas, the 
maximum dedication having been made inthe period between the 9th 
and 13th centuries A.D. The sacred deposits within the structural 
stupas are both varied and interesting. Some ofthese stupas yielded 
corporeal relics inthe form jof partially charred bones, probably of 
the monks and dignitaries of the Buddhist Sangha. Sometimes the 
bones were accompanied by other deposits like gold lead, gold Ganga 
fanam, bead of quartz and gold coin. The second category of deposits 
consisted of inscribed stone slabs and terracotta plaques and tablets. 
The portable monolithic stupas, accounting for the largest number 
form the most interesting group. By theirsheer number, Ratnagiri 
competes even with Bodh-Gaya, the holiest of the Buddhist centres. 
More than seven hundred stupas were exposed by excavation inthe 
stupa area. The number of partly visible stupas scattered all over the 
hill area is also quite considerable. Apart from these, there are many 


stupas inthe collection of the local people and indeed many of the 
houses inthe village possess a few of them for various purposes. 


The stupa in its present form looks stunted, for the domical structure 
on the top, which was entirely circular, is gone. It is nevertheless 
impressive in size and is made of superbly lJavigated clay bricks, 


rubbed fine, and set in very thin mortar. The finish is so beautiful 
and the alignment so accurate that one has the feeling that the chief 
mason examined and approved every single brick after careful scrutiny. 
Whilst the stupa was almost square in size, a retaining wall has been 
constructed around it in a circular form which might have served rs 
a circumambulatory path. 
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The Mahavihar is a mighty and impressive monument of enormous 
dimensions much larger than the monasteries at Nalanda in Bihar. 
It consist) of a huge quadrangle. The entire yard is paved with flagstones, 
A verandah runs round the whole yard supported by khondolite 
stone pillars behind which are about 24 cells for the monks. In the 
centre of the yard is the shrine of the colossal Buddha. A broad 
staircase of stone steps leads upto the upper storey of which little 
now remains. Therecan be no doubt thatit contained more cells than 


the lower stofey. 


This enormous compound has been designed and executed with 
great skill and devoted attention to details. The brick work is excellent 
in quality. Where stone revetments are used, as near the 
entrance to the monastery Or at entrance to the 
shrine of the colossal Buddha, the stone is  chiselled with 
utmost perfection and finish. The entrance is of superb = quality. 
Although the stone coatis much later than the brick wall, the carving 
is elegant, exquisitely carried out with great ornamental beauty. 
The exquisitely carved chlorite door-frame with Gaja-Lakshmi on the 
lintel and bands of floral motifs and creepers of exceptionally 
neat workmanship on the jambs is unique of its kind, The 
main cult image in this monastery is the colossal Buddha image, 


Th: site yielded a hoard of antiquities, particularly noteworthy 
among these are bronze and stone imag2s of Buddha and hosts of 
divinities of the Buddhist panthzon like Tara, Lokesvar, Padmapani, 
Vajrapani, Manjusri, Jambhala, Vasundhara, Aryasaraswati, Yamari, 
Aparajita, Heruka, Sambara, Vajra Tara, Hariti, Maitreya, Avolokite- 
svara, Vaishnavi, Vajrasativa and Dhyani Buddhas. A large head of 
Buddha is found on the slope of the hill and another on the top of 
the hill which point to the colossal statue of the original figures, 
The artist has wonderfully reflected the mood of meditation on the 
face with striking resemblance to their counterparts at Borbudar in 
Java and Anuradhapur in Sri Lanka. The Tara images of this 
plice are charming. Toe largest of such images are preserved 
in the Patna Museum in Bihar. A _ beautiful image of Avolo- 
kitesvara and an image of Lokanath are preserved in the Indian Museum, 
Calcutta. Another Buddha image from this place was removed to 


the Jayadev Orissa State Museum, Bhubaneshwar. These images are 
the finest spscimen of post-Gupta period art. The Ratnagiri images 
attained a high degree of artistic excellence in Orissa which introduced 
not only Gupta sensuousness and sublimity, but also infused an element 
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of forceful vigour, rare combination of strength and delicacy. The 
superb masterpieces of Buddha images may well be considered as the 
finest culmination of Buddhist imagery, a work of art in which the 
internal beauty of a great teacher is expressed to perfection in a most 
harmonious and deeply felt manner. 


There is an old stone temple dedicated to Mahakala on the top 
of the hillock. It was most probably erected by the Somavamsi king 
Karna Keshari after the collapse of the Buddhist edifice. The presiding 
deity of the temple is a two-armed pot-bellied dwarfish figure holding 
a human skull in the left hand and an axe in the right hand. 


The excavation has also yielded several fragments of bronze, 
copper and brass objects like images of Buddha, Boddhisattvas, Tara, 
Umabrella, haloes, finials, flowers and smail vessels. Besides, a number 
of sealings and seal-impressions bearing the legend ‘Sri Ratnagiri 
Maha-Vihariyarya Vikshu Sanghaya’ have come to light. Two 
terracotta plaques relieved with the figures of Buddha _ seated in 
Vajraparyankasana attitude ona double-petalled lotus, four moulds and 
a stamp have been recovered. The stupa area has also yielded several 
fragments of khondolite slabs inscripted with the text of the Pratti- 
tyasamutpada Sutra. The practice of depositing this text either written 
or inscribed on various materials was very popular in ancient India, 
This isdue to the fact that the text, containing the essence of Buddha’s 
teachings, was of paramount significance to the Buddhists of both the 
Hinayana and Mahayana schools. The right comprehension of this 
profound doctrine of Buddha is expected to lead one to the _ perfect 
enlightenment and final emancipation. Among other finds, there is 
a smallivory image of 48 cm. high, seated inthe vajraparyankasana 
attitude adorned with armlets, necklace, ear-rings and a crown. 


Ratnagiri, undoubtedly, ranks with Nalanda and Taxila as among 
the largest Buddhist establishments anywhere in India. An epigraph 
excavated here clearly shows it as Ratnagiri Mahavihara which was 
incontinnous use since Gupta period. Prajna, agreat Buddhist scholar 
was sent from here to China in 795 A.D.to present a treatise on 
Gandhavyuha to the Chinese emperor To-Tsong. Ratnagiri has also 
one of the most valuable art historical documents ever found in this 


country. It is a lithic record of at least eight hundred years of art in 
Orissa. 
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SASANGA 3 7 | 
Sasanga is a small village in Badamba Tahsil of Athagarh subdivision 
and is famous for Goddess Bhattarika. It is 10km. from Badamba, 70 km, 
by road from Raj Athagarh, the nearest railway station on the Puri- 
Talcher railway line and 108km. from Cuttack, the district headquarters. 
Here, the river Mahanadi flows in {a serpentine form presenting a 
panoramic view of nature. 


The place is associated with Lord Parasuram, the sixth incarnate of 
Lord Vishnu, who got boon from the Goddess Bhattarika, by dint 
of his deep meditation and penance to conquer all the kings of this 
world. Sheis also knownas Brihat Amba(Great Mother) or Brihadamba. 
The main temple of Goddess Bhattarika was constructed during the 
reign of Mallakeswar inthe 14th century A.D. The frontal portion 
(Jagamohan) in pidha order was built by the ruler Balabhadra Mangaraj 
inthe 17th century A.D. Thestone steps near Bhattarika temple were 
built by the ruler Pindiki Birabar Mangaraj Mahapatra. The. main 
temple was also built in pidha order and is thickly plastered with lime 
mortar. Goddess Bhattarika is seated cross-legged on a lotus pedestal 
made of ‘chlorite witha full-blown lotus in her left hand and the right 
hand in Baradamudra. In the niches of the outer walls of the temple are 
enshrined Ganesh, Kartikeya ‘and Mahisamardini Durga as _ Parsva- 
_devatas. In the Jagamohan are placed the images of Surya, Kubsera 
and Ganesh. 

The antiquity ofthe deity can be compared} with the two-armed 
Goddess Viraja at Jajpur. Bhattarika is honoured fas Tripura Sundari 
of Dashamahavidya and is addressed in prayer as ‘Maa Raja Rajeswari 
Mahamaya Tripura Sundari Siddhi Bhattarika’. But in her iconographical 
features she corresponds with Tara of Buddhist pantheon. However, 
Goddess Bhattarika is highly revered by the people of neighbouring 
areas. 

Situated amidst bzautiful natural scenery and on the bank of the river 
Mahanadi, ithe place is famous as a picnic spot and many picnickers 
visit the'/place from distant‘!parts of Orissa throughout the year. 
Pana ‘Sankranti, Akshaya Trutiya, Devi Snanotsav and Durga Puja 
are the important] festivals when thousands of pilgrims come to this 
place for worshipping the goddess, During Durga Puja specially, which 
continues for about 10 days, a well attended festival is held here. The 
temple affairs are managed by the Endowment Commissioner, Orissa 
through a Committee, - 


H3te, there ate a post offics and a rest "shed of the Works 
.. Department. . . ° 


Population of the place in 1981 Census was 1,823. 
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SATABHAYA 


Satabhaya, on the seashore,in Rajnagar Tahsil is situated at a 
distance of 45 km. from Rajnagar. The place, so far, has not been 
negotiated by a motorable road and one has to cover the distance by 
launch or country boat from Rajnagar to reach the site. 


Satabhaya is famous for the worship of Pancha Varahis, the like 
of whichis not seen in any other place in Orissa. Out of the five Varabi 
images oneislost andinits place another crudely fashioned image called 
Batakumari has been installed. The names of other four Varahi images 
are Janjali, Kamalai, Bimalai and Panchu Varahi. All the images 
are fashioned in dark chlorite stone of equa! dimension and _ they sit 
on plain pedestals with both legs stretched down the seat. Each figure 
holds a fish in the right hand and a skull-cup in the left hand. The 
figures are marked by pot-belly and dishevelled hair arranged in twirled 
knots of successive tiers. None of them is provided with a baby like 
the conventional Varahi images of the Saptamatruka group in Orissa. 
Stylistically the images can be attributed to the Bhaumakara period, 
A masonry shed has been pUt up by the ex-ruler of Kanika when the 
area wasunder his control to protect the images fromthe inclemental 
Weather, 


Village Satabhaya and its neighbouring village Kanpur were severely 
affected by the tidal inundation as they lie very close tothe sea and 
are on the verge of being swept away. Government had, therefore, 
sanctioned asum of Rs. 94°25 lakh in the year 1990-91 for shifting 
395 families to another safe site. Out of this, Rs.3 lakh have been 
spent on some infrastructural development. But the balance amount could 
not be spent so far owing to non-receipt of environmental clearance from 
the Government of India asthe site proposed for rehabilitation is covered 
by forest growth which attracts the provision of the Forest (Conservation) 
Act, 1980, 


The place is visited by devotees generally twice in a year on the 
occasions of Maha Bisuva Sankranti and Dasahara (Durga Puja). 
Picnickers visit the place mostly in summer and winter seasons. 


SUVARNAPUR 


Suvarnapur, a village in Banki subdivision, is situated on the 
left bank of river Mahanadi. The fresh water lake Ansupa, an old 
ox-bow lake formed due to meander shifting of the Mahanadi, is seen 
in the proximity of the village. The lake isa place of tourist interest. 
A detailed account on Ansupa has been given under the heading 
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Ansupa separately. The ruins of Ratagarh are noticed nearby. 
The locality inthe past was called Saranda, where a m2mber of Banki 
ruling family once ruled. The mud-walls of the fort have been 
damaged. The temples of Swapnzswar Mahadev, Paschimeswar near 
Kandarpur andthe ruinzd caves of th: adjacent Saranda hill take back 
the date of th: fort to an early period. This may by the seat of 
administration of the Nandodbhava rulers (8th-9th century A. D) 
whose copper plate grants have been recovered from the neighbouring 
areas. Th: ruinzd Siva temple of Amangei hillock on the Mahanadi is 
of some archaeological interest. Overlooking the river Mahanadi, 
the ruined fort of Damparha is seenon a hilltop. At a distance of 
about 6 ‘km. from here is situated the Madhiavara, another military 
stronghold, for defence of ths maincapital. Thz2 rock-cut cave called 
Pandav Bakhara is on ahilitop at Pathapura. The fort of Suvarnapur 
was established by Suvarna Kesari, the last king of Somavamsi dynasty 
who was defeated and killed by Chodagangadeva around 1112 A.D. 
The Jagannath temple located hezre was built at a later period and 
Lord Jagannath is worshipped hzre as Trutiyadeva. The village also 
contains a Siva temple. Th2 annual car festival of Lord Jagannath 
as Trutiyadeva and the Dola festival of Radha-Krishna are observed 
here amidst big gatherings. 


UDAYAGIRI 


Udayagiri isthe most easterly peak ofthe Asia (or Assia) range, 
situated five kilometres north of Gopalpur onthe Pattamundai canal, 
in 20° 39’ N. and 86°15’ E. It is 60 km. from Cuttack city bya 
motorable road. 


The hill containstwo spurs forming a bay of sloping terrace which 
is covered with extensive archaeological remains. The main peak rises 
about 304°8 mztres (one thousand feet) from the ground level. At the 
foot ofthe hill, there is a colossal image of Lokeswar holding a big lotus 
in the left hand. Scholars identify this image with Kharasapana 
Avolokitesvar. Two separate inscriptions in characters of the 8th 
century A.D. are found incised on it, one the well-known Buddhist 
formula, “Ye dharmahetu... -°?, etc. and the other reads, “This is the 
pious gift ofthe monk Subhagupta”. 


There isa rock-cut well at the base of the terrace towards the 
southern extremity of Udayagiri hill. It is 7-00104 metres (23 ft.) square, 
cut 8°5344 (28 ft.) deep from the top ofthe rock to the water edge, 
surrounded by a stoneterrace 28-7782 metres (94°5 ft.) long and 11°8618 
(38 ft. 11 inches) broad. There is an inscription on it indicating that 
the well was excavated bya chief named Vajranga. Paleorgraphically, 
the inscription can be dated to 10th-11th century A. D. 
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Not far from the well, a natural terrace rises upward the peak 
and is full of broken sculptures and ruins of ancient structures. A 
door frame and the two images, atwelve-armed seated Prajnaparamita 
anda graceful figure of Goddess Ganga were removed to the Patna 
Museum in Bihar. Besides, two other images, a standing Avolokitesvar 
anda seated Dhyani-Buddha were shifted to the Solapuama temple 
located near the Ravenshaw College, Cuttack. 


Inthe southern part ofthe terrace, ata little height from the base, 
there is the temple of Mahakali. Near this temple the image of 
Vaisravana, which is at present lodged in the Indian Museum, Calcutta, 
was recovered from a brick mound. A little higher up there are two 
four-armed images of Jatamukuta Lokeswar and the one of these, 


identical to Hayagriba, contains aninscription in 25 lines fashioned in 


the 9th century A.D. A little tothe south of this image a colossal Buddha 
sitting indbhumisparsa mudra is located. [t is builtin several pieces of 
stone. The western flank of the hill including the semi-circular terrace is 
covered with extensive remains of brick mounds, Many of the mounds 
have been destroyed, buta large mound called Dhana Khandi, after 
excavation, has brought to light animpressive brick stupa with Buddhist 
figures. There is a gallery of Buddhist figures carved out of the rock 
_ on an adjacent hill. The principal object among the other figures 
is the figure of Vajrapani. He is worshipped by the villagers as 
Solapuama or the mother of sixteen sons. 


The potentiality of the site is attested not only by a host of 
beautiful Biddhist statues found on the surface but also by a number of 
impressive mounds which after excavations may yield many more 
interesting facts to construct the history of Orissa. During 1985 to 1989, 
a mound has been exposed bythe excavation branch of the Archaeo- 
logical Survey of India, Bhubaneshwar, under the guidance of Dr. B.K. 
Sinha. The excavation has revealed an immaculately planned 
monasterial complex, comprising a stupa, a monastery and a large 
enclosure consisting of votive stupas possibly a Chaitya, and other 
domestic structures. Viewed from the river side of Birupa, a tributary 
of Brahmani, the monasterial complex with the lush green forest on the 
slopes of the hill forming a backdrop to the entire composition might 
have created in the past a grand spectacle symbolising the undisputed 
majesty of the ‘Dhamma’. 
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The stupa, situated on the south-eastern corner of the complex 
is made of brick and has a compound wall around it, the space 
between the compound wall and the stupa, measuring 2°5 metres on 
each side served as a pradakshinapath, The stupa made of bricks is 
roughly square in shape, each side measuring 10 metres. The stupa 
has four courses of roughly dressed sandstones and three courses of 
bricks jn the foundations. The drum of the stupa had a wide horizontal 
band of mouldings and several bands obtained by insets and offsets 
of bricks. On all four sides, facing cardinal directions, above the 
mouldings in the middle, are four pillared inset niches, each enshrined 
with a seated stone image of Dhyani Buddha, about 1:5 metres high. 
On the east is Askhobhya, on the south Ratnasembhava, on the west 
is Amitabha and on the north is Amoghasiddhi. Each image is 
inscribed in the Brahmi characters of 10th century A.D. in Sanskrit, 
reading :““Ye dharma hetu prabhav hetu teshama Tathagatohya avadata 
teshama Gyo hirodho avam vadi maha shramanah”. The stupa has a 
total height of 4:8 metres and its entrance was onthe northern side 
by a ramp over the compound wall. No Harmika or Chattravali was 
found over the stupa. 


The monastery is located in the western part of the complex and made 
of finely dressed mouled bricks. It had cells, approached by verandahs, 
on all sides of a big courtyard which paved with chlorite slabs. The 
main entrance to the monastery is from the eastern side whereas an an- 
cillary entrance was located in the south-eastern corner of the monastery. 
Exactly opposite the entrance and located in the western wing is the main 
shrine, having a big stone image of Buddhain dhyana mudra carved out 
of five stone blocks. The shrine chamber has beautifully carved stone 
door jambs depicting floral designs, scrolls, yakshas and Kinnaras. 
The lintel is carved with the images of Gandharva with a small image of 
Buddha on the Lalatabimba. At the base of the jambs are shown 
dvarapalas and images. Nine images of Buddha and other deities of 
Buddhist pantheon were found in a row inthe verandah outside the 
sanctum while eight more such sculptures were found packed in the 
sanctum. On a good number of images Buddhist creed was engraved 
in letters which are datable to the 8th century A. D. 


The monastery was square in shape, measuring 35 metres on the 
side while the central courtyard was 12°40 metres Square and the shrine 
chamber measured 3°15X2'75 metres. Around the courtyard were situat- 
ted 18 cells, 5 eachin the northern and southern wings and 4 each in 
eastern and western wings. The cell doors were closed with brick masonry 
in a later period. On the doors of the cells in the western wing were 
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lintels made of moulded bricks showing floral designs. An average cell 
measured 3°25X2°90 metres, There was a big stone drain, closed with 
corbelled sides, in the north-eastern corner to drain out rain water 
fromthe courtyard. The courtyard is monolithic with stone pillared 
porches on all sides, two pillars were found intact and bases of many 
more were recovered. 


The entrance to the monastery was through a single chamber which 
stood on a platform having a projection on the eastern side. The plat- 
form had a filling of morrum and edging of dressed stone slabs bounded 
by iron dowels. A low ramp formed the passage from the enclosure to 
the projection in the platform. Placed slightly behind the line of the pro- 
jection, in the platform, was the exuberantly carved gate of the monastery. 
The huge stone forming the base of the right flank was found in situ. while 
that of the left flank, broken into pieces, was found slightly displaced. 
Large number of dressed stones and architectural fragments showing 
floral scrolls and jarge portion ofadoor jamb showing scrolls and large 
portion of floral designs akin to those on the door jamb of the sanctum 
were found in the area establishing beyond doubt the existence of carved 
gateway of the monastery. 


From the cells withinthe monastery were found 126 sub-baked clay 
sealings depicting a dhamma chakra with a deer in either side and bearing 
inscription “Shri Madhavpur Mahavihara Arya Bhikshu Sangha”. 


Infront of the monastery was an enclosure bound by massive walls 
in brick masonry. Much of the evidence has been destroyed due to 
brick robbing but traces of walls on the northern and eastern sides exist. 


Evidence shows that there were four phases and each phase had a separate 
enclosure wall. 


Traces Of the wall of phase I are available on the northern side up 
to a length of 21 metres. Thereafter it turns south and is available up to 
a length of 8 metres. The wall was made of handmade bricks and had 
13 courses. In the core of the wall brickbats were used. 


In phase II period the area enclosed by the wall of the Ist phase was 
doubled. It was made of moulded bricks but at places handmade bricks 
were used in the bottom portion. This wall runs down the slope, as a 
result its bottom course is 2:14 metres lower than that of the Ist phase. 
The wall is available up to 20°32 metres inthe northern side. On the 
eastern side the wall is available up to a length of 46 metres, a gateway 
and a postern gate are placed inthe wall on this side. The wall at places 
shows 26 courses and 3 offsets on this side. 
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The wall of phase III was built at a higher level and 2°30 metres west 
of the wall of phase II. . 


The phase IV wall is at a much higher level, built on a filling of about 
4 metres, about one metre west of the phase III wall, its traces being avai- 
lable up to 40 metres on the eastern side. 


The gateway to the complex is contemporary with the wall of phase II. 
It is a brick structure With stepsin the centre leading to the passage to the 
monastery. The two flanking curtains on either side were decorated 
with mouldings and recesses. At the start of steps was a threshold of 
stone slabs. In a later phase, however, the gateway was converted into 
a ramp leading to a brick paved area just in front of the gate of the 
monastery. 


A good number of structures were found inside the enclosure. These 
consisted of small brick stupas, a structure with an ambulatory, eight 
bases of pillars possibly remnants ofa pillared hall and a block consisting 
of one bathroom and _ six Chulhas. 


In the centre of the enclosure was a rammed passage, connecting the 
entrance of the enclosure with the gate of the monastery and these 
Structures were located on either side of the passage. Besides, stone images 
of Aparajita, Jambhala, Avolokitesvar, etc., one gold pendant, clay 
plaques, arrow-heads and a spearhead were also found. 
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BARABATI FORT, CUTTACK IN THE LIGHT 
OF RECENT EXCAVATIONS 


Dr. B. K. Sinha, Superintending Archaeologist, 
Archaeological Survey of India, Excavation 
Branch No, IV, Bhubaneshwar-2 


Site and its Environment 


Barabati Fort is situated on the right bank of river Mahanadi, 
in the western part of Guttack city. The fort, roughly square in plan, 
covering an area of over 102 acres, is surrounded on all sides by a stone 


lined moat having a width of 10 metres on its northern and western sides 
and 20 metres on the eastern and southern sides. The fort wall, with 
the exception of the gate, on the eastern side, is missing. The entire arca 


of the fort was declared protected vide a notification in the year 1915. 


However, in spite of the notification, in 1940, the State P. W. D. 
constructed staff quarters and workshop in the northern part of the fort, 
while the entire southern part of the fort has been occupied by Satyabrata 
Stadium and Jawaharlal Nehru [n-door Stadium. 


In the centre of the fort existed a high mound, to the west of which is 
a tank. The area covering the high mound and some flat area around 
it measures about 15 acres. Part of the high mound onits northern side 
is encroached by kitchen gardens belonging to the inhabitants residing 
in Government quarters. Towards the east of the high mounds stands 
a mosque known as Fateh Khan’s Mosque while to the west, across the 
tank, is the mazar of Hazrat Ali Bukhari. 


The high mound inside the Barabati Fort presented a strange or rather 
curious appearance. From the surrounding plane a steep rise of about 
7 metres leads to an area which has a flat appearance on top, barring the 
ravines created by downrushing rain waters. Inthe south-western corner 
of this flat area, there was again a steep rise from three sides i. e., east, 
west and south of about !0 metres, while in the northern side existed a 
gentle slope, suggestive of ramp leading to the highest point wherein set a 
benchmark recording 40°6 metres above M. S. L. 
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Excavation and Resuits 


Excavations were started from 12th January and continued till 31st May, 
1990 when these were suspended owing to the approach{of the monsoon 
season. After the rains were over, excavations were resumed from 15th 
November, 1990 and again continued till the end of May 1991. The aim 
of the excavations was: 


(1) to establish a cultura] sequence at the site 
(2) to conduct an area excavation at the mound in order to 
expose the remains of various periods. 


Excavations revealed structures of three periods with each period 
showing evidence of different phases. The periods can be descibed as: 


(1) Early mediaeval period circa 13th-l4th century A.D. 
(2) Mediaeval period circa 15th-l6th century A.D. 


(3) Late Mediaeval period circa 17th century onwards. 
Period 1 —Early Mediaeval Period 


Remains of this period have been found, in the form of structural 
remains, in the north-eastern part of the mound. Trenches taken in 
this part and excavated uptoa depth of about 7°8 metres brought 
to light some pottery embedded in a sandy deposit. Shreds of wheel 
made red ware consisting of rims of Jars datable to around 13th 
century A.D. , on the basis of comparison with pottery found at 
other sites, were recovered. Laid in the same layer were found the 
remains of what looked like a temple. These remains were found in 
a smal] area measuring 4:25 metres east-west, on both these sides, 
further on the temple was lying below the laterite pillars of subse- 
quent period. 


Over the sandy deposit was found a six course laterite foundation 
over which six courses of whitish sandstone formed three mouldings 
of the temple base. On the inner side, laterite courses formed 
the floor associated with the temple. It appears that at a later 
date the temple flooring was raised and repaired. Sometime later @ 
beautiful 12 cm. thick lime flooring measuring 1-80 cm. has survived, 
the rest has been destroyed by the foundation trenches of subsequent 
period. The temple, above the foundations, was available up to a 
height of about 1 metre and no attempt seems to have been made 
to rebuilt it. The remains were covered with debris which included, 
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architectural fragments used in the temples and a good number 
of fragm2ats of mouldings akin to those found in the temple, the 
material being similar. Since the structures of the succeeding period 
are sitting over the remains of the early mediaeval period, it was not 
possible to expose the temple further without destroying them as no 
space was available. However, a small portion of a laterite wall, 
found in the lower levels behind the citadel wall and running © parallel 
to it, indicated the possibility of the former being associated with the 
temple and thereby datable to circa 13th century A. D. 


Period If— Mediaeval period 


More than 2,000 square metres of area has been excavated and 
most of the excavated area contains remains of this period . As 
mentioned earlier, the remains are sitting directly over the temple. 
It appears that a fairly long gap i.e., more than one hundred years 
existed between the destruction of the temple of the earlier period 
and the construction of the structures of this period. This period 
is represented by three structures namely (a) the pillared hall or the 
Durbar hall, (b) the southern courtyard and (c) the citadel wall, 


The most magnificent and impressive looking structure of this 
period is the Durbar hall or the ptllared hall. The hall has a width 
of 20 metres north-south and is available to a length of 30 metres 
east-west. [ts total length could not be ascertained as its western 
extremities fall below a structure of later period and hence could 
not be excavated. Till now, 321 pillars built of laterite blocks have 
been found and these have varying heights, the tallest being 7 metres 
above from the bottom course. These pillars, on plan, form a central 
hall having two rows of eight pillars, with seven openings placed in 
between each row in northern and southern wings and two rows of four 
pillars (only eastern side is available) with three openings placed in 
each row on the northern and southern sides. The central hall thus 
formed measures 20 X 8 metres with approximately 20 openings. 
Around the central pillared hall, on all sides were corridors, possibly 
collonades on eastern, western and southern sides and a_ plastered 
wall on the fourth i.e., northern side. A pillar excavated up to the 
bottom course showed 35 courses and stood 6 metres above the 
working level, thus giving an idea of the height of the corridor. 
Inthe northern corridor traces of laterite flooring were found, the 
floor being completely damaged. The collonade on the southern side 
showed ten pillars, while inthe one on the eastern side six pillars 
could be found. Some of the pillars showed two phases of 
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construction, i.e., this was seen due to different orientation of the base 
and top of one pillar and two markedly different orientation of the 
base and top of one pillas and two markedly different types of 
masgary in three other pillars. The observations point towards 
the possibility of repairs at a later date when possibly the height 
of the structure was raised or pillars of an earlier period were raised 
in the second phase. The entire hall including the corridors was 
found filled with stand and Malba up to a height of about 5 metres. 
Though some pillars have been badly robbed, the robber trenches 
were seen running down from the top most layer, the plan of the 
hall bas survived. From the filling in the hall, tiles with remains 
of plaster, plaintiles, areca-nut shaped beads, chinese porcelain datable 
to around 16th century and chunks of plain lime plaster as well as 
plaster showing ploychrome designs were recovered. Some of thzse 
plaster chunks showed three layers supetimposed on one another, 
which may mean that the palace was plastered at least three times. 
To the south of the hall, butting against the 3rd and 6th pillaré trom 
the west were found two huge walls, only the top of one was fully exposed 
and foundto be about 3 metres wide, which with another wall formed 
a courtyard about 6 metres square. The southern and _ eastern 
walls were found to have 20 courses of laterite blocks over the 
foundations. More details of the courtyard could not be ascertained 
as it is lying belowthe structure of later period. 


The Citadel Wall 


Excavations at the base of the mound onthe southern and eastern 
sides revealed the existence of a wall, built of laterite blocks. The 
wall shows at least four building bases and has been traced uptoa 
total length of 50 metres on the southern side, running east-west 
and upto 20 metres running north-south onthe eastern side. The 
wall, in a small portion onthe southern side, shows a width of about 
8 metres in the earlier phase whereas the width in the later phase 
is 4°25 metres. At the base of the wall on the other side was 
found | metre wide strip of stone flooring having lime plaster over 
it; this may well have served as a foot to the citadel wall. An 
earlier phase of the wall was seen running just parallel and about 
50 cm. behind the wall, and it seems that the later wall has been 
built over the earlier wall. The turning of the wall on the inner side 
in the south-eastern corner has been found but outer side of the corner 
could not be excavated as it is lying below the P.W.D. staff quarters on 
that side. From the deposits just outside the citadel wall, seven iron 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


=——, or te ae 


| 


PLACES OF INTEREST 108 


arrow-heads and one iron cannon ball was recovered. Some archite- 
ctural fragments and pieces of stone sculptures were recovered from 
the deposit overlying the citadel wall. In the citadel wall of the later 
phase architectural fragments of the temple have been used. Work 

| on the citadel wall could not be taken up onthe eastern side as it 
was running further into the area which is under the occupation 
of P.W.D. quarters. 


Period IlIl-Late Medieval Period 


it was observed that the pillared hall and other structures of 
period II were filled with sand and malba upto the existing top of the 
structures, 1.¢., about 5 metres. Sand and maiba fillings created a huge 
mound with a flat top and slopping sides. Inthe south-western corner 
of this mound, sometimes in the late medievai period, a square structure 
was built of dressed khondolite stones recovered from the temple of 
the earlier period. This is quite evident fromthe dowel! marks on 
these dressed Khondolite stones which suggest a date when dry 
masonry, in which stones were bounded by tron dowels, was the 
order of the day and mortar has not yet came into use. 


This square structure, built up dressed khondolite stones, was 
available to a height of over 3 metres with one side measuring 20 
metres. The structure had two phases, inthe first phase, it was a 
simple square structure 18 metres on the side in which offsets were used 
to decorate the exterior. In the second phase, an addition of about 
| 2 metres was made on all the four sides and ramp was added on 
| the northern side. The later addition had tapering inwards on the 
: exterlor as against the offsets of the earlier phase. The structure of 

second phase was available to a height of 5 metres on the eastern 


side and at places lime pointing was observed. The total thickness 
of the structure was 410 metres of cach side and the central area 
had a filling of greenish compact earth. The inner side was exposed 
on all the four sides along with a portion of the filling in 
the centre. The structure in the second phase was approached by 
a gentle ramp from the northern side. The ramp had walls of dressed 
stones in between which earth was filled. The ramp was inter-locked 
with the second phase of the structure and was available toa length 
of 25 metres north-south, the walls of the ramp measured 1 metre 
in width and the central area, consisting the filling, had a width of 
76. metres. 
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The ramp and. the structure of the second phase were both 
pointed in lime mortar all around. Associatedin the north-eastern 
corner with the structure, was found a lime flooring having a width 
of about 5 metres and was available to a distance of 20 metres along 
the eastern side of the ramp. 


In the construction of the structure and the ramp architectural 
fragment and sculptural panels, extracted from the destroyed temple in 
the area, were used along with dressed khondolite stone blocks. In 
the filling cleared from over this structure, two mutilated heads of 
female ‘deities and other small and big architectural fragments numbering 
about one hundred were found. 


Excavations at the foundations of the structure, all around, revealed 
that the structure was built over an area which was carefully prepared by 
filling, up to about 5 metres, the earlier remains at the site, with sand and 
malba and thus preparing a fairly big flat area. Traces of dressed 
stone paving and lime flooring were found on all sides of the structure 
hinting at the. possibility of the structure being a Samadhi or a 
memorial of some sort, around which the paved area and the lime floor- 
ings were meant for congregations. From the deposit over the 
. paved area on the eastern side, one silver coin of Mughal empetor 
Shah Jahon, minted at Surat, was recovered. 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


GLOSSARY 


(Diacntical notations : a1—a; on 3—U: a—o. e—t: 8—th 


g-—d: @¢—dh: G—n: a@-S: ys). 


Abadi 2@1@ = — Cyltivated land 
Anabadi apieid — Uncultivated land 
Ashram NI — Hermitage 


Bajyattidar ied eia— Holders cf resumed tenures 


Bethi 6@0 —~- Labour which is not paid for 
Bhagchasi gacaai -— Ashare cropper 
Bhajan ACE — felodicus recital of devotional songs 


with playing musical instruments sucr 
as cyMbals, ccenica!l drums and fiuts. 


Bhang eled —~ Leaves of the intoxicating Indian 
hashish ( Cannabis indica ) 


Bhogra ERISA! — Theland held under Pproprieta:y or 
service tenure by the head of a village. 


Brahmottar e6alag — Grants of land assigned for the 
support of Brahmins. 


Chandana 2°29 -— Homestead lands of non-aaviculturai 
schooi. 

Chatashali acai — An old-time village schooi 

Chita xa — Painting of decorative designs ade 
on the wall or on the fluor on festive 
occasicns. 
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Chowkidar 6d@eiq — Watchman 

Dalta @192i — Spring rice sown in November- 
December and harvested in March- 
April. 

Dewan 6eGig — Chief executive officer next to Ruler 
in ex-feudatory states, 

Debottar 6QE@QIQQ —- Land given free of rent for the worship 
of a deity. 

DGfasali 6e@ia7an — Double-cropped land 

Ganja Geel — An intoxicating Indian hemp (Cannabis 
sativa). 

Garbhagruha deq@ — Sanctum sanctotum 

Garhjat aeele — States governed by Indian chiefs, 
native states. 

Ghata ac — Ferry 

Gochar EGIOO — Pasture 

Hat QS — Rural market 

Inamdar asia@ia -— Holder of rent-free tand of village 

Jagir GIVa — Land or village given on_ Service 
tenure. 

Karani RE — Akind of abstruse script in Oriya 
writing, 

Kharif GAL — A season for staple cereal crop 

Kuchha RO| — Built with mud or earth 

Mahadipa = igi@id. «= — Lamp carried to and put over the top vo 
of Siva temples on the night of 
Sivaratri. 

Mahajan AQIS — A money-lender 
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Indigenous clarionet 


A Customary grant paid by tribals to 
their chiefs. 


Aunit of land measurement, also a 
measure Of Qrains. 


Hindu monastery 
A tabor made of clay 


A great famine that befell Orissa in 


1866. It is sonamed for it occurred 
in the ninth regnal year of the then 
Raja of Purl. 


The private land of the proprietor or 
proprietory-tenure, 


A class of Telugu fisherman 
A landed militia of Orissa 


Boiled rice soaked in cold water 


A form of bailad singing associated 
with the worship of Satyanarayan by 
a group consisting of five to seven 
persons with the accompaniment of 
Mrudanga, cymbals, etc. 


The singer who follows the principal 
singer of Palain chorus. 


Betel leaf 

Land revenue 

Downward Gurving pediment 
projecting member constituting the 


pyramidal roof of a Jagamohan 


A very important holy centre 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 


Sarad 


Sarbarakar 


Tola 


Tol 


Upanayan 


Yajna 


Zamindar 


QUE — 


GQ — 


aig = 


AD@AlGIQ— 


COM! — 


GIR, _ 


RUE — 


oa — 


Agha — 


CUTTACK 


A kind of play amongst Oriya girls 
with frisking movement. 


Holy text book of Hindus 

A crop season (autumn-spring) 

A tenant holding land for cultivation 
Order of temple eharsersnsed by a 
curviliner spire which presents the 


appearance of a Continuous fine. 


Rice reaped in winter 
(November-January). 


season 


A village headman, appointed for 
collecting land revenue for a_ village 
or group of villages in a Government 
estate. In many casesthe Sarbarakars 
wele proprietory tenure holders. 


Weighing 


A school for 
language. 


teaching Sanskrit 


Sacred thread ceremony 


Oblations of ghee and other articles of 
offering to deities through fire. 


A landlord 
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(Abbreviations used : (A) for animal, (B) for bird, 
(H) for hill, (Rep.) for repiiic, <T) for trec] 


A 


Aali (Aul), 27, 111, 126, 539, 546, 
551, 960 


Abadhut, Biswanatha Das Baba, 
332 


Abhiram Paramahansa, 835 
Abhirampur, 347 

Abul Fazi, 375, 378, 379 
Acharya, Harihar, 108 


Acharya Harihar Regional Centre 
for Cancer Research and Treat- 
ment Society, 879 


Adangagarh, 1010 
Adaspur, 308, 395, 419, 1010 


Adhaigundi, 347 
Adhikari, Paramananda, 352 
Adyasakti Sahitya Sansada, 807 


Afgan, 100 

Agriculture, 719 

Agricultural Census, 604 
Aitpur, 285 

Akhuapada, 33, 239, 412, 415 
Alanahat, 351 

Aluminium, 337 

Amarda, 407, 408 
Anandapur, 408 


Anangabhimadeva, 380, 1025 


Ancillary Industries, 352 

Andarpur, 1050 

Animal! Husbandry and Veterinary 
Services, 715 

Ansupa, 15, 384, 436, 1011, 1071 

Anugul, 105, 112 

Arjun (T), 34, 35 

Arya Samaj, 156 

Asan {T), 34, 35 

Asankhali Copper Plate, 409 

Asha, 988 


Asokajhar, 436 


Athagarh, 3, 17, 20, 27, 34, 45, 
110, 118, 327, 340, 382, 394, 
422, 438, 440, 534, 566, 568, 
570, 600, 771, 930, 962 

Atharbanki, 435 

Aurangazeb, 374 

Australia, 336 

Ayurvedic Hospitals, 885 


B 


Badabag, 342 


Badamba, 27,45, 110, 115, 116, 
120, 126, 347, 394, 438, 570, 
769, 962 

Badasinga, 348 

Bahalda, 407 
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Bahugram, 108, 271, 417 

Baidyeshwar, 348, 544, 600 

Bairi, 108 

Balichandrapur, 415 

Balijhari, 394 

Balikuda (P.S.), 380, 390, 600, 967 

Balitutha, 351 

Bamboo (T), 35, 312, 349, 381 

Bamnipal, 440 

Bandhan (1), 33, 35, 312 

Bandhanima, 348, 394 

Banki, 5,20, 27, 105, 136, 304, 

~ 308, 327, 328, 343, 382, 413, 
418, 437, 534, 544, 600, 930, 
962, 999, 1012 

Banner Scheme, 426 

Baptist Missionaries, 106, 160 

Bar Associations, 673, 674 


Barabati Fort, 1026, 1028, 1034, 
1077 


Barabati Stadium, 436, 800 

Barachana, 285, 959 

Baral, Abani Kumar, 854 

Barang, 22, 340, 349, 394, 935, 
1014 

Bari, 110, 348 

Bari Derabis, 960 

Basta, 407, 408 

Basundhara, 998 

Bayalish Mouza, 10, 271 

Bhasa Samiti, 807 | 

Bharat Heavy Electricals Ltd., 337 


Bhattarika (Goddess), 122, 436, 1070 
Bhattimundu, 348 
Bhaumakaras, 82 
Bhitara Kanika, 50, 51, 436, 1036 
Bhuban, 330, 417 
Binjharpur, 126, 285, 373, 420, 960 
Birabarpur, 347 
Birds, 48 
Biribati, 410 
Biridi, 395 
Bishnupur, 539, 546, 550 
Board of Secondary Education, 
784 
Boat, 431 
Bolagarh, 326 
Bonai, 408 
Borikina, 395 
Bramho Samaj, 157 
Bridges, 432 
Buddhism, 762 
Buddhist, 7, 82, 84, 147, 157, 1063 
1065, 1073 
C 
Campbell, George (Sir), 767 
Canal : 609 
Delta Stage I, 244 
Delta Stage II, 244 
Dudhee, 247 
Gobari, 243 
High Level, 244 
Jajpur, 247 
Kendraparha, 243 
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Machhagan, 242 
Pattamundaj, 243 

Puri Main, 245 

Taladanda, 242, 381, 412, 416 


Cane, 349 
CARE, 994 
Carpet Weaving, 349 
Cashew (T), 37 
Caste: 
Brahmin, °165 . 
Ganda, 168 
Kachara, 169 
Kamar, 169 
Kansgari, 169 
Karan, 169 
Keuta, 169 
Khandayat, 164 
Kumbhara, 169 
Nolia, 169 
Mali, 169 
Paik, 169 
Tanti, 168 
Teli, 168 
Casuarina (T), 37 
Chahata Ghata, 422 
Chaini, Ratnakar, 859 
Chamelion (Rep.), 49 
Champeswar, 394, 1016 
Chandaka, 35, 40, 51 
Chandama, 
Chandbali, 381, 413, 417 
Chandikhol, 416, 424, $37, 1017 
Chandol, 351 


Charge Chrome Plant,. 330 
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Charibatia, 136 

Charitable Endowment, 949 
Charnockite, 17, 23 

Chast Mulia Pathagar, 809 
Chhatia, 1018 

Chaudwar, 325, 340, 416, 440, 


535, 600, 659, 930, 935, 962, 
1019 


Chedra, 539, 548 

Chhotray, Gopal Chandra, 841 
Child Welfare, 886 

Chiltka Lake, 101, 102 
Chilling Plant, 308 

China Clay, 336 

Chodaganga, 91, 92, 92 
Cholera, 869, 892 
Choudhury, Gopabandhu, 108 
Choudhury, Manamohan, 841 
Chowkidari system, 658 
Christians, 147, 160, 217 
Chrome Ore, 330, 435 
Chromite, 22 

Chromite Ore, 328, 337 
Church, 162, 163 

Civil Courts, 672 

City Hospital, 880 

Classified Village Road, 414, 420 
Clay, 22 

Climate, 53 

Coal, 435 

Cocoanut (1), 37 

Coins, 373, 374, 375 

Coir Board, 351 


Coir Industrial Co-operative 
Society, 351 
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Coir Industry, 350 

Cold Storage, 271 

College of Accountancy and 
Management Studies, 793 

Colonial Rule, 102 

Commercial Taxes, 616 

Co-operative Societies, 276, 304, 
308, 346 

Gottage Industries, 345 

Cowries, 373, 376, 379, 381 

Crime, 637, 638, 639 

Criminal Courts, 670 

Crocodile (Rep.), 49, 51 

Crops, 259, 263, 265, 275 

CRRI, 269, 795 


Cuttack, 1, 3, 21, 30, 55, 103, 106, 
110, 126, 128, 135, 136, 137, 
321, 325, 340, 348, 350, 383, 
406, 416, 424, 427, 430, 437, 
438, 440, 441, 442, 523, 531, 
600, 1021 


Cuttack Development Authority, 
601, 602, 604, 660, 704, 897, 
898, 1021 

Cuttack Zilla 
Samity, 1000 

Cyclone, 291, 292, 293, 294 295 


Mahila Bikash 


D 


Daitari, 7, 18, 21, 328, 330, 331, 
429 

Dalai Ghai, 131, 284 

Dalijora, 27, 34, 48, 119, 422 

Dalziel Settlement, 541, 548, 555, 
$56, 560, 564, 565, 568, 399, 
608 


CUTTACK 


Dance: 

Baunsa Nacha, 198 
Gauda Nacha, 198 
Ghanta Patua Nacha, 198 
Ghoda Nacha, 199 
Jhamu Nacha, 199 
Kandhei Nacha, 199 
Kela Keluni Nacha, 199 
Odissi, 200 
Paika Nacha, 200 

Dangadi, 4 

Dangamal, 50, 1035 

DANIDA, 90, 699 


Damparha, 27, 30, 45, 394, 539, 
544, 551 


- Danpur, 440, 475 


Darpan, 27, 104, 126, 539, 546, 
548, 553 
Das, Achyutananda, 821 
Das, Bichitrananda, 823 
Das, Birakishore, 831 
Das, Brajasundar, 807 
Das, Chandramani, 843 
Das, Chittaranjan, 844 
Das, Dasarathi, 856 
Das, Dibakar, 822 
Das, Dwaraka, 822 
Das, Gopal, 827 
Das, Gopal Ballava, 825 
Das, Govinda, 848 
Das, Hadi, 823 
Das, Hemanta Kumar, 856 
Das, Jasobanta, 821 


Das, Jatindra Kumar, 849 
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Das, Jayanta Kumar, 860 

Das, K amalakanta, 837 

Das, Kanduri Charan, 849 

Das, Kishori Charan, 846 

Das, Manoranj-n, 844 

Des, Nabakishore, 338 

Das, Narayan Ch. (Kabiraj), 817 

Dasarathpur, 419 

Dash, Abhinna Chandra, 853 

Delhi, 441 

Density, 132 

Derabis, 468 

Desh Katha, 989 . 

Dev, Narasimha I, 409 

Dev, Narasimha iJ, 409 

Dev, Purusottam, 817 

Devi, Harapriya, 840 

Devi, Labangalata, 845 

Devi, Malati, 108 

Devi, Manamohini, 837 

Devi, Rama, 106, 323, 832 

Devi, Sazala, 834 

Dhabaleswar, 436, 1036 

Dhanmandal, 335, 440, 935 

Dhar mashala, 285, 407, 437, 959 

Dhauli, 410 

Dhaura(T), 35, 312 

Dhenkanal, 416 

Dhokra Casting, 348 

Diarrhoea, 870 

Directorate of Printing, Stationery 
& Publication, 724 

Disabled Persons, 140 


Dispensaries, 871 
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Displaced Persons, 148 
District Board, 730 
District Industries Centre, 238 
Dolerite, 330 

Dolerite Dyke, 26 
Drainage, 904, 946 
Drama, 813 

DRDA, 508 

Dress, 193 

Duburi, 475 

Duburia, 325 

Drug Control, 903 


E 
East India Company, 437 


Eastern Metal & Ferro-Alloys 
Limited, 336 


Eastern Times, 989 


Elections, 738, $57, 963, 971, 974, 
981, 984 


Elephants (A), 48, 53 
Embankments, 256, 257, 421 


Employees’ Credit Co-operative 
Societies, 369 


Employment Exchange, 518 
Endowment, 727 

Energy, 703 

Erancha, 394 


Erasama (Ersama), 351, 609, 
699, 961 


ERRP, 508, 944, 945 
Estuaries, 14 

Excise, 618, 621, 936 
Express Highway, 414 
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F 
Fairs and Festivals: 
Ananta Vrata, 204 
Ashokastami, 204 
Bada Osha, 205 
Bali Jatra, 205, 1034 
Bata Osha, 205 
Barunisnana, 206 
Bhagabat Mela, 206 
Bhatruditiya, 206 
Biswakarma Puja, 206 
Chandan Jatra, 207 
Chitau Amabasya, 207 
Dasahara, 207 
Dola Jatra, 208 
Ganesh Puja, 208 
Janmastami, 209 
Jhulan, 209 
Kali Puja, 209 
Kartika Purnima, 210 
Khudurkuni Osha, 211 
Kumar Purnima, 211 
Magha Purnima, 212 
Makar Sankranti, 212 
Mana Basa, 212 
Pana Sankranti, 213 
Raja, 213 
Ratha Jatra, 214 
Ram Navami, 214 
Saraswati Puja, 214 
Savitri Vrata, 215 


Shamba Dasami, 216 
Sivaratri, 215 


Sudasa Vrata, 216 


CUTTACK 


Sunia, 216 
Tribeni Jatra, 216 
Trinath Mela, 217 
False Point, 381, 411, 430, 437, 103: 
Family Welfare, 887 
Famine, 277, 412 
Farm, 268, 269 


Fauna, 47 


Felspar, 336 

Ferro Chrome Plant, 336 

Ferro-alloys, 330, 337 

Ferro-manganese, 337 

Ferro-molybdenum, 337 
Ferro-vanadium, 337 
Ferry, 431 

Fertilizers, 266, 267 
Filaria, 897 

Fire Clay, 328, 336 

Fire Service, 651 

Fish, 52, 299, 300 

Flood, 280-289, 317 
Flora, 23 

Food, 196, 901 

Food and Civil Supplies, 725 
Forest, 26, 28, 30, 34, 36, 39, 311, 

312, 713 
G 

Gadamadhupur, 348, 349 
Gahiramatha, 49, 1039 
Gambilo, 347 
Ganatantra, 991 
Gandhiji, 107, 108, 109 
Ganga, 29, 95, 501 
Ganjam, 412 
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Ganraba, 348 
Garadpur, 619 


General Insurance Corporation 
of India, 371 


Geology, 6 

Ghasipur, 271 

Ghasiput, 349 

Ghose, Aswini Kumar, 829 
Ghosh, Kartika Kumar, 833 
Giringa (T), 35, 312 

Gokarnika Sahitya Samaj, 806 
Gond, 573 

Gopalpur, 136 

Gopatnour (Badamba), 347 
Gopinathpur, 120, 1040 
Govindpur, 962 

Gram Panchayats, 753-762 
Gramophone Record Library, 809 
Granite, 17, 19, 20, 330 
Giatuity, 934 

Gurudijhatia, 600 

Gutisal (H), 7 


H 
Hamilton, Alexande1, 375 


Handloom Weavers Co-operative 
Societies, 342 

Haridaspur, 17, 23, 336, 995 

Hariharpur, 380 

Haripur, 4/8 

Harishpur, 44, 103, 104, 111, 539, 
546, 550. 

Harshavardhan, 81 

Hill System, 7 

Hindus, 147, 148, 186, 188 


Hirakud Dam, 239, 244, 257, 290, 
317 


Hiuen Tsang, 
410 


Home Guard, 648 
Homoeopathic Hospital, 886 
Horn Craft, 346, 381 

Horn Works. 1034 
Horticulture, 271, 720 
Hospitals, 871, 881, 882, 883 
Hotel, 436 

Houses, 138, 139, 190 
Housing Scheme, 939 

10, 1042 
Humidity, 55 

Hunter, William (Sir), 764 


82, 157, 316, 408, 


Hukitola, 


I 


IDCOL, 337, 1051 

Hlenite Sand, 337 

IMFA Litd., 329 

Imports and Exports, 379 

Income-tax, 621 

Indian Charge-Chrome Ltd., 935 

Indian Red Cross Society, 1001 

Indira Awas Yojana, 508,516, 947 

Indupur, 419, 420 

Information and Public 
tions, 726 

Insurance, 934 

Intelligence Staff, 467 


IRDP, 508 

Jron-ore, 18, 21, 328, 435 

lirigation, 238, 248, 250, 252,254, 
609, 611, 701, 706 

Islam, 159 


Italy, 336 
ITDA, 944 


Rela- 
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J 


Jagannath Road Fund, 411, 413, 
440, 445 


Jagannathpul, 342, 349 
Jagatpur, 241, 271, 340, 417, 440, 
536, 929, 935 


Jagatsinghapur, 3, 54, 126, 136, 
237, 271, 304, 340, 343, 382, 
384, 390, 419, 440, 533, 600, 
600, 704, 930, 961 

Jajl, 659, 664 

Jains, 147 

Jain temple, 1029 | 

Jajour, 2, 13, 106, 126, 136, 304, 
327, 340, 348, 380, 383, 408, 
416, 419, 436, 437, 534, 601, 
897, 930,959, 1042 


Jajpur Road, 135, 136, 325, 425, 
536, 601, 930, 935, LOST 


Jakbapara, 429 

Jambu, 1064 

James Seitlement, 550, 551 

Janasakti, 990 

Janata, 939 

Japan, 336 

Jaugada, 410 

Jawahar Rojgar Yojana, 508 

Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium, 
436, 801 

Jena, Murari Mohan, 854 

Jenapur, 23, 244 

Jhankada, 436, 1052 

Jharpokharia, 415 


Jobra, 241, 324, 1025 
Jokadia, 246, 247 
Justice, 667, 669 
Jute, 274 


CUTTACK 


Kakatpur, 198 

Kalkala, 300, 301, 539, 548 
KalaPpathar, 324, 342, 349 
Kalavikash Kendra, 795 
Kaljiapani, 22, 312, 330 
Kalinga, 88, 89, 110, 115, 990 
Kalinga Bharati, 803 
Kamarda, 329 


Kandarpur, 416, 418 
Kangada (T), 33, 35, 312 


Kanika, 23, 30, 41, 103, 111, 127, 
539, 546, 547 


Kanpur, 347, 348 
Kantapada, 349, 395 
Kapilash Road, 428 


Kapilendradeva, 90, 98 
Kar, Birupaksha, 836 
Kar, Biswanatha, 825 
Kar, Gokul Chandra, 838 


Kar, Karunakar, 830 
Kar, Krushna Chandra, 836 


Kar, Pranabandhu, 839 
Kar, Rajat Kumar, 655 


Kar, Ratnakar, 834 
Kar, Sunanda, 848 


Kasi (T), 33, 35, 312 


Kastuiba Gandhi National Trust, 
943 


Kayangola, 419 
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Kendraparha, 2, 3, 116, 126, 136, 
304, 308, 340, 343, 349, 383, 


412, 417, 425, 440, 335, 600, 
699, 704, 897, 960, 1053 


Kendujhar, 13, 115, 116, 408 
Kenduleaf, 30 


Kendupatna, 388, 417 


Khadgaray, Kamalalochan, 818, 
RY) 
Khan, Aliverdi, 101 


Khapuria, 310, 929, 935 
Khiching, 407, 438 
Khondalite 17, 20 
Khondmals, 105 
Khorda, 326 

Khuntuni, 336, 416 


Kisannagar, 4 
Kisanpur, 1055 
Kochila (T), 34 


Konarka Ceramics Private Limi- 
ted, 396 


Konarka Jute Limited, 335 
Korea, 336 


Korei, 959 
Kongada, 81, 83 


Kosala, 81. 82, 85 
Kuanr, Durga Charan, 847 


Kujang, 27, 42, 103, i104, 105, 
108, 111, 120, 301 


Kumar Bhai, 996 
Kurokshetra, 991 
Kuruma (T), 35, 312 
Kushan Coins, 410 
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L 
Lzbour Disputes, 930 
Labour Welfarc, 929, 935 
Lala, Jagamohan, 824 
Lalitagiri, 7, 1056 
Language, 144 
Laterites, 20, 21, 330, 348, 436 
Leprosy, 899 
Library, 809 


Life Insurance Corporation of 


India, 371 
Lift Irrigation, 70 
Lions Club, 997 
Liquor Tragedy, 940 
Local Board, 730 
Local Self-Government, 728 


M 
Machhagan, 243, 413 
MADA, 944, 945 
Maddox Settlement, 541 
Madhab, 419, 436 
Madhuptr, 27, 48, 109, 539, 542, 
546, 553 
Madhu Smrut! Sansed, 807 
Madhusudan Law College, 793 


Madhusudan Matrumangal and 
Sishu Kalyan Samiti, 884 


Mahabinayak, 7, 10 


Mahadevi, Bhagyabati Pata (Rani), 
108 


Maha giri (H), 18, 20 
Mahaka!parha, 302 
Mahanga, 395, 600, 961 
Mahapatra, Jayanta, 849 
Mahapatra, Manorama, 854 
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Mahima Dharma, 152 


Mahtab, Harekrushna (Dr.), 107, 
117, 118 


Major District Road, 417, 418 
Maktabs, 781 

Malaria, 8 94 

Maldives, 379, 381 
Manapur, 347 

Mandal Estate, 554 
Mangalpur, 330, 419 
Manganese, 337 

Man garaj family, 550 
Mango (T), 33 

Manguli Chhak, 416 
Maniabandha, 341, 343, 347 
Manpur, 416 

Maratha, 101, 102, 111 
Marichpur, 44,104, 550 
Marriage, 949 

Marshaghai, 127, 440, 1057 
Marshal, John, 376, 379 
Matrubhasa, 991 | 
Matrubhumi, 991 
Mauritius, 381 

Mayurbhanj, 408, 549 
Mela, 384 

MEAL, 508 

Midnapur, 408, 412 


Migration, 142 


Million Wells Scheme (MWS), 
508, 516 


Mining Organisation, 723 
Mishra, Bairagi Charan, 828 
Mishra, Deepak, 858 


Mishra, Jayakrishna, 435, 401, 
838 


Mishra, Kamapal, 826 
Mishra, Kanhu Charan, 845 


Mishra, Kavichandra Dibakar 
Acharya, 817 


Mishra, GoGabarish (Pandit), 338 
Mishra, Prabodh Kumar, 858 
Mishra, Prasanna Kumar, 858 
Mishra, Sachidananda, 860 
MMLP, 946 

Mohanty, Artaballava, 828 
Mohanty, Balakrishna, 832 
Mohanty, Debendra, 855 
Mohanty, Ghanashyam, 837 
Mohanty, Golak Chandra, 841 
Mohanty, Gopinath, 840 
Mohanty, Guruprasad, 846 


Mohanty, Jatindra Mohan, 852 


Mohanty, Kamala Lochan, 844 
Mohanty, Kanhu Charana, 836 
Mohanty, Prafulla, 855 
Mohanty, Surendra, 843 
Mohapatra, Chakradhar, 837 
Mohapatra, Kaliprasad, 839 
Mohapatra, Khageswar, 853 
Mohapatra, Krishna Das Bada- 
jena, 818 
Mohapatra, Kulamani, 847 
Mohapatra, Prasana Kumar, 856 


Mohapatra, Sitakanta, 856 
Mohua, 312, 936 

Monkey (A), 48 

Mooney, H. P. (Dr.), 34 
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Mukherjee, Sarat Chandra, 833 
Mukundadeva, 99, 373 
Mukutanagar, 347 
Munduli, 10, 245 
Municipality: 

Chaudwar, 737 

Cuttack, 731 

Jajpur, 734 

Kendraparha, 773 
Music, 201 
Muslim, 159, 188, 217 

N 

Na-anka, 115 
Na’anka Durbhikhya, 540 
Naba Bharat, 987 
NABARD, 310 


Nabin Biswa Sahitya Sangathan, 
808 


Nagabali, 840 
NALCO, 321 


Nanda, Ramakrishna, 836 
Nandodbhava, &5 


Naraj, 10, 11, 22, 239, 241, 244, 
289, 418, 428, 436, 1057 


Narasinghadeva, 94, 95 


Narasinghapur, 17, 27, 41, 51, 
110, 115, 116, 123, 128, 343, 
348, 425, 438, 573, 770 


Natha Dharma, 154 
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National Highways, 414, 415, 
416, 497. 


National Insurance Compeny Ltd., 
372 


Nation: ! Music Association, 797 
Naugan, 395 
Nemala, 395 


Netaji Subhas Seva Sidan Trust 
Board, 885 


New India Assurance Com~any 
Ltd., 373 


New Orissa, 989 

News of the World, 99] 

Newspapers and Periodicals, 285 

Niali, 128, 394, 419, 816, 1059 

Nickel, 22 

Nilagiri, 410 

Nirgundi, 428 

Nixchintakoili, 395, 417 

Notified Atea Council: 
Athagarh, 737 
Jagat: ingnapur, 737 
Jajput Road, 737 
Paradeep, 737 
Pattamundai, 737 

NREP, 508 

Nuapatna, 136, 335, 341, 343, 935 


Nursing Homes, 887 
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Ochre, 22 

Olatapur, 790 

Olaver, 466, 863 

O’ Malley, 146, 149 

OMFED, 308 

OPOLFED, 310 

Oranda, 448 

OREDA, 197 

Company 


Oriental Insurance 


Ltd., 371 
Orissa Gabesana Parishad, 806 


Orissa Lalita Kala Akadem|, 
724 


Orissa Mining Corporation Ltd., 
329 


Orissa Olympic Association, 799 


Orissa Rajya Talaguda Samabaya 
Sangha, 938 

Orissa Sahitya Akademi, 724 

Orissa Sangeet Akademi, 724 

Orissa Schoo! of Engineering, 789 

Orissa State Electricity 
327, 703 


Orissa State Road Transport 
Corporation, 425 


Orissa Textile Mills Ltd., 935 
Orissa Times, 991 

Orissa Trunk Road, 412 
Ornaments, 194 

Ostaral, 329 

Other District Roads, 414, 420 


Board, 


P 
Padhiary Pathagar, 1032 
Pala, 203 
Palas (T), 34 
Panchayat Industries, 344 
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| Gateway of Barabati Fort, Cuttack 
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Ruins of Barabati Fort, Cuttack- 
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Chauri bearer from Barabati Fort 
GaurtesyA rchaeglogical Suey of India. Excavation Brangh. 


Bhubaneshwar. 
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Citad 7 
vitadel Wall, steps of the ramp in the foreground, Barabati Fort 


Courtesy-Archaeological Surve i 
ae | | : | y of India, Excavation Branch, 
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Copper plate grant of Anangabhima Dev III Nagari, Cuttack. 


Courtesy-Orissa State Museum 
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Gateway of Monastery, Ratnagiri 


Courtesy-Arcaeological Survey of India, Bhubaneshwar. 
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Buddha head, Ratnagiri 
Courtesy-Archaeological Survey of India, Bhubaneshwar. 
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Close-up view of Buddha, Udayagiri 


Courtesy-Archaeological Survey of India ,Bhubaneshwar. 
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Casket found at Lalitagiri 


Courtesy-Archaeological Survey of India, Bhubaneshwar. 
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Varaha-Nrusimha temple, Adaspur 
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Madhavananda temple, Madhava (Niali) 
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Goddess Sarala, Jnnakada 


Digitized by: Odishaarchives.gov.in for Gopabandhu Academy of Administration, Odisha 





emia 1127 





Mahapurusa Achyutananda, Nemal 
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Ghoda Nacha 


Courtesy-Orissa Sangeet Natak, Akademi, Bhubaneshwar 





Laudikhela 
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Ghantapatua Nacha 


_Courtesy-Orissa Sangeet Natak Akademi, Bhubaneshwar 
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Chandi Medha of Goddess 
Durga, Choudhury Bazar, 
Cuttack 
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A view of Chita 


Courtesy-Orissa Lalit Kala Akademi 
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Baptist Church, Mission Road, Cuttack 
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Paddle Thresher : Courtesy-CRRI, Cuttack 














' Finger Weeder ‘Courtesy-CRRl, Cuttack ! 
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Betel leaf cultivation (Pana Baraja) 





Water management system, Bayalish Mouza 
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- Maniabandha Sari, Maniabandha 
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Shipyard at Paradeep 


Courtesy-] & P. R., Department, Orissa 
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. Perrochrome Plant, Jajpur Road 
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Bridge over Mahanadi Barrage, Jobra, Cuttack 
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Road Bridge (foreground) and Railway Bridge (background) 
over Mahanadi, Cuttack 





Aview of Ring-road, Cuttack 
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Flyover, Cuttack 
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All India Radio, Cuttack 
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Antenna and the Transmission tower of Doordarshan Kendra, Cuttack 


Courtesy-Doordarshan Kendra, Cuttack 
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Abhimanyu Samanta Singhara 
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a Ganakabi Baishnab Pani 
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Gopal Chandra Praharaj 
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Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
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Ravenshaw College, Cuttack 


Courtesy-I & P. R. Department, Orissa 
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Orissa High Court, Cuttack 
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Jawaharlal Nehru Indoor Stadium, Cuttack 
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Sea-turtles at Gahirdmatha 
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Crocodile of Bhitara Kanika 
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A herd of deer in Dangamal forest 
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A view of Bhitara Kanika 


OGP—MP-IT ( Revenue ) 9—-2,000—30-9-1996 
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